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INTRODUCTION 


This Supplemental Volume of the Marquess Wellesley’^ 
Indian Despatches, contains various documents lllustiativc 
of proceedings detailed in the foui picvious Volumes 
These documents aic divided into separate Supplements 
accoidmg to the transactions to winch they belong 

1 Tlu M//soi e Wat Supplement —The Coiicspondence 
of Trppoo Sultaun with the Executive Government of 
France, with Zemaun Shah, and with the Giand Scigmoi, 
which w r as discoveied after the capture of Scnugapatam, 
fully conoboiatcs the views entei tamed by the Govcinov- 
General in 1798, and while Tippoo was piofcssmg unity, 
and peace towaids Gieat Biitam 

The whole of this Conespondence establishes the tiea- 
clieiy of Tippoo Sultaun, and his implacable hostility to 
the English, togethci with the efloits winch he was making 
for the nun of the Rutish Kmpne m India, thus piovmg 
the conectncss of the opinions of the Govcmoi-General, 
long befoie these proofs of the SultJun\ duplicity and ani¬ 
mosity liad been obtained. The My>oic Supplement toge¬ 
ther with the fust volume, leaves nothing unexplained rela¬ 
tive to this momentous era m the History of India. 

2* Tatyotc Supplement contains a letter from the Govoi- 
nor-Gen§raI to the Acting Governor of Madias, explanatory 
of Ins I midship's sentiments lcspeetmg tlie Rajah of Tan* 
jore, and a pin ate minute of the Right Honourable Henry 
Duudas m explanation of the policy puisucd iclatne to the 
settlement of Tanjoie. 

3. The Carnatic Supplement ,—The proceedings relative 
to the Carnatic were fully detailed in Volume II. but it has 
been deemed useful to give a connected narrative of those 
events written by Major (afteiwards Sir John) Malcolm, 
which contains an historical summai) prepared at Calcutta 
in 1802 or 1803 from official papers. 
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4. The Oude Supplement contains some documents rela¬ 
tive to the Honouiable Heniy Wellesley, (now Loid Cowley) 
which weie not found when Volume II, was punting, they 
shew the tiue position and conduct of the Lieut -Governoi 
of the ceded piovinces s and the feelings entertained theieof 
by the Honourable East India Company’s civil seiv.uits 
abroad, and by the Boaid of Control and the Court of Direc¬ 
tors at home. 

5 Persia. —This Supplement furnishes a lettei to the 
King of Peisia fiom the Goveinoi-Geneial, on the occasion 
of the death of the Peibian Ambassadoi m a clistui bonce at 
Bombay, as explained m Volume II p 668, and it also con¬ 
tains the instructions of the Goveinoi-Geneial to the Ambas¬ 
sador, whom his Loidship sent fiom India to Persia with the 
view, of cementing the alliance e\istmg between the two 
governments, and of thus affoiding a countei action to the 
designs of Zemaun Shah on Hmdostan m alliance with 
Tippoo Sultaun 

6 The Financial Supplement explains the deranged state of 
the finances on the Goveinoi -General’s airival m India, the 
difficulties that existed in restonng public ciedit, the state 
of the government debt and secunties on the succession of 
the Governoi-Geneial and on his Loidship’s lehnquishment 
of office, and the additions, which weie made to the revenues 
of the East India Company 

7 The Private Tiade being one of those subjects which 
at the penod m question gave use to much discussion and 
acrimonious feehngs, it has been deemed piopei to punt 
several papers illustiative of the pi evading opinions on either 
side of the question, and to publish also some documents shew¬ 
ing the result of admitting puvate merchants to compete with 
foreigneis in the commeice of British India, 

8 The Red Sea Expedition —which was projected by the 
Governoi-Geneial in May 1799, (see Vol. I p 587) for the 
expulsion of the French fiom Egypt, by the combined and 
simultaneous effoits of an English and Indian aimy, had aha 
connected therewith an amicable intei course with the Native 
Arabian Chiefs, as shewn in the Supplement under this head. 
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A table has also been given of the Supplies furnished to the 
aimy undei the command of Sir David Baud, as illustrative 
of the attention paid by the Goveinoi-Gcneial at all times to 
the Commissailat depaitmcnt, on which the success of eveiy 
war so matcnally depends.* v 

9 The Miscellaneous Supplement cmbiaces scvcial docu¬ 
ments not specifically lefeuing to any of the foiegomg heads, 
but of essential impoitance when consideimg the lelative 
position of Bntisli India at the close of the last, and at the 
beginning of the present centuiy These documents are 
given on the authoiity of then respective vvnteis without 
any intention to express any opinion on the several matters 
discussed. 

10 The Mahraita Supplement is necessarily of considei- 
able length as many documents connected with the wai of 
1803-4*, weie omitted m the pievious volumes foi want of 
space. The Supplement contains an accuiate naiiativc of 
the ongm of the contests with Scindiah, the Rajah of Berar, 
and with Ilolkai , and it also supplies a minute account of 
the evasive and menacing conduct of Scindiah in 1805 

General Lake’s letters to the Duke of Yoik afford a suc¬ 
cinct, clear and modest narrative of Ins gallant achievements 
in 1803*4. The disastious retreat of the Honourable Colonel 
Monson is fully explained. 

Loid Castleieagh’s opinions on the Maliratta war, and the 
treaty of Basscm were answered fully by the Honourable 
Major-General Wellesley, (see p. 318) while on a visit to 
the Governor-Geneial at Calcutta, at the close of the year 
1804*. The cantonment and foice of the Anglo-Indian army 
is shewn at p 874* et seq and the opinions entci tamed on the 
subject by the Govemoi-Gcneial, and the authonties at home. 

Some intercepted French letters demonstrative of the 

* When the Supplement was closed, the Editor received Mr Coehburn’s 
notes l dative to the supplier furnibliod to the My hare army m 1798-9, 
and thev demonstrate that nothing which prudence and foresight could 
imagine, was left by the Governor-General to chance This Gentleman 
was employed by Lord Cornwallis m conducting the supplies lor the army 
during hts second campaign in Mysore, and by Cord Moruuigton in 
1798-9 
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designs of Fiance on Bntish India, mul the dangei which 
would have lesulted fiom the establishment of a foreign Ku- 
lopean powei in Hindostan close this Supplement, 

11. The Miscellaneous Coitespondence Sujiplcmvnt con¬ 
tains avanety of letters on the different subjects which the 
whole woik embiaces, and which arc printed as indicative of 
the prevailing opinion enteitamed m England and m India, 
when the events to which they refei occuircd, 

12 Some Addiesses to the Govcrnoi-General which have 
been found since the previous volumes went to press, close 
the Woik 

Theie aie stdl several points m the Indian Government of 
the Maiquess Wellesley which it would have been desirable 
to have lllustiated, namely, the improvements m the establish¬ 
ments of the Piotestant Chuicli at Calcutta, and at the other 
Presidencies, while the leligion of the Natives (both of the 
Hindoo and Mdhomedan faith,) was scrupulously respected, 
the encouragement given to Missionaries, and to learned and 
scientific individuals of eveiy country , the translation of the 
Holy Scnptuies into almost every oncntal language and 
the suppression of the homd annual piactice of human sacri¬ 
fice at the island of Saugui, neai one of the mouths of the 
Ganges 

An injustice would be committed against the present Court 
of Directois of the Honouiable East India Company, did the 
Editoi omit the publication of the following Correspondence 
between the Maiquess Wellesley and the Honourable Couit 
(thiough then lespected Chanmanand Deputy) on the occa¬ 
sion of the fiist appeaiance of the present Woik, to this ih 
added, a circular letter from the Honourable Court to their 
Governments m India, which was issued on the appeal ancc 
of the fouith volume 

This Correspondence and circular letter lequirc no other 
comment than that these documents afford a gratifying proof 
of the effect of truth plainly and authentically stated, upon 
noble and manly minds 


* boo letter from Mi Chailcs Grant, page 143 
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Dnpatth fiorn the Com t of Du et tors of the Honourable Eu'.t India Com¬ 
pany to the Corn no)-Venn al of India vi Council in tht Public Depuit - 
incntj dated India House, 2U/ Septunbo, 1830 

The Despatches of the Maiquess Wellesley which have 
been lccently collected and ananged foi publication embody 
so much that is nnpoitant in connection with the Adinmistia- 
tion of Affans of India, that we have deemed it light to fui- 
nish oui Governments with the means of consulting so valuable 
a Woik 

We llioiefoie foiwaid (a No, in the Packet) Thnty Copies 
of Volumes I, and II, and a similai numbei of the succeed¬ 
ing volumes lelative to the Affaus of India will be transmitted 
as they appeal We desue that a sufficient numbei of these 
copies may be placed in the Public Libiaiy at Calcutta and 
m your Office of public records, and the lemaindci distn- 
buted m the mannei best calculated to lendei them exten¬ 
sively useful We shall also tiansnut to each of the Piesi- 
dcncies of Madias and Bombay Fifteen Copies of the same 
Woik foi distribution in a similar mannei. 


The Alurquus Wdluley to Sir James JRirett Camat, llart Chairman of 
the Court of Du actors 

Slit, Huilunjluim House, Sept 28th, 1836 

The orders of the Couit of Dircctois respecting the 
publication of my Indian Official Papei s arc most acceptable 
and satisfactory to me, it has appeal ed to me that the en¬ 
closed lettci to the Ilonouiablc Court on this occasion would 
not be deemed mipiopei, if you should lionoui it with your 
approbation, perhaps you would have the goodness to sub¬ 
mit it to the Couit of Ducctors. 

I luw e the honoui to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 
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The Marquess Wellesley to the Honourable Court of Dinctors of the I mt 
India Company 

Honourable Sirs, Hurlingham House, Sept 27th, 18,%, 

In permitting the publication of my ofbcial documents during my go¬ 
vernment of your possessions in India, my principal object was to serv** 
those valuable intei ests, which, under the authority of your Honourable 
Court, were entrusted to my charge for so long and so memorable a period 
of time 

It affords me most sincere and cordial satisfaction to learn, that iu the 
high judgment of your Honourable Court, this publication is calculated to 
be useful to your Service in India 

To your Service the best years of my life were devoted with real und 
industry, and to the last moment of my existente, I must regard with 
parental attachment and affection the welfare and honour of your servants, 
and the prosperity and glory of the Butish Empire in the East 

I have the honour to be, kc. 

Wellesley. 


Sir James Rivett Carnac, Bart . Chairman of the Honourable Court of 
Directors of the East India Company 

My Lord, East India House, October 6th, 18,16. 

I availed myself of the first opportunity that presented 
itself of laying befoie the Court of Dnectors your Lordship’s 
lettei of the 27th ultimo 

In forwarding to your Loidship the accompanying reply, I 
trust that it is unnecessary to assuie youi Loidship how 
coidially I paiticipate m the sentiments, which as the oigan 
of the Court it is now my duty to convey and how highly I 
esteem the honour of being the channel of communicating 
the feeling of the Court on the present occasion. 

I have the honoui to he, 

with gieat lospcet, 
youi Lordship’s faithful seivant, 

J. It. Carnac. 
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The Chav man and Deputy Chairman of the Honoui able Cow t of Directors 
to the Mai quess JFellesteq 

My Lord, East India House, October 6tli, 1836, 

We have laid before the Couit of DneUois of the East India Company 
your Lordship’s lettci of the 27th ultimo, relating to the publication of 
your Indian Despatches, and the Orders of the Court in connection with 
the work 

It is with the highest satisfaction that we now peifonn the duty of con¬ 
veying to your Loidship on the part of the Court of Directors an assurance 
of their conviction that those Despatches weie made public in the same 
spirit m winch they were composed—an ardent zeal to promote the well¬ 
being of India, and to uphold the interest and honour of the British 
Empire 

To the eventful and brilliant period of your Lordship’s Government, the 
Court look back with the feelings common to their countrymen, and 
anxious that the minds of their Servants should be enlarged by the instruc¬ 
tion to be derived from the accumulated experience of eminent Statesmen, 
they felt it a duty to diffuse widely the means of consulting a work unfold¬ 
ing the principles upon which the supremacy of Britain m India was suc¬ 
cessfully maintained and enlarged under a combination of circumstances, 
m the highest degree critical and difhcult 
It affords great satisfaction to the Court to learn that this act of atten¬ 
tion to the improvement of their Servants has been acceptable to your 
Lordship, and it is their fervent wish that you may long continue to 
enjov the pleasure resulting from the recollection of the Services which 
you have rendered to your own Country and to British India 

We have the honour to be, iny Lord, 
your Lordship’s 
most obedient humble servauts, 

J R Caunac 
John Loch 


The Mai quess Wellesley to the Chairman of the Honourable Court of 

Dire< tors , 

Sir, Hurhngham, lOtli October 1836 

I request you to accept my grateful acknowledgements for 
your obliging kindness m submitting my letter of the 07th of 
September to the Court of Directors, with so much expedi¬ 
tion and promptitude 

The ipply, which you have transmitted to me under the 



X 


INTROOULHON 


authonty of the Court, confers one of the highest anti mo^t 
acceptable lionouis, which I have ever loceived, m .1 lone 
and eventful couise of Public Semce. That the authentic 
recoid of the pnnciplcs on winch I acted, during the inrM 
cutical and difficult exigency of the affairs of the Biitish 
Empue in India, should be deemed by the Comt of Dhoetoi'i 
to contain an instructive and useful lesson foi their Sonants 
is a testimony most glorious to the memory of my Service's 
I receive this most distinguished mark of consideration with 
the waimest sense of its value, and with the most cordial 
sentiments of respectful giatitude. 

The kind feelings which dictated the wish expressed by 
the Gouit at the close of youi letter, are well calculated to 
levive eaily and dident nnpiessions of sincere zeal, attach¬ 
ment, and affection. To whalcvei pcnod of tune my days 
may be extended, I can nevei forget my duty tow tuls the 
East India Company. 

I assuie you that the favour of the Court receives addi¬ 
tional value in my estimation, fiom being communicated to 
me through a channel, so justly lespccted and esteemed m 
India, as well as m the United Kingdom 
I have the honoui to be, 

with the highest esteem, Sir, 
your faithful and obliged servant, 

Wellesley. 


Ct) culai (Public) Fiom the Couit oj Enettoii of the Honoui able East 
India Company to then ie\pcctme Governments m India 

London, ihid June, 1837. 

We have always been desirous that our civil and military 
servants should possess an accurate and minute knowledge of 
those events which have led to the supremacy of the British 
authonty m India. To all classes of our officeis this know¬ 
ledge will be found of the highest value, but more especially 
to those engaged m political and military duties. 

We have alieady expressed our sense of the improvement 
which may be denved fiom the study of the Despatches of the 
Marquess Wellesley, now in the course of publication, rela- 
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ting as they Jo to a penod unusually eventful and mipoitant, 
expounding the pimciples upon which the Butisli Govein- 
ment m India was then adinimsteicd, and containing a fund 
of mfounation of incalculable value to those actively engaged 
in the diplomatic, legislative and nnlitaiy business of India 
Entcitaming these views, we have felt it incumbent upon 
us to lemovc as fai as possible, c\eiy difficulty which may 
obstiuct the access of out seivants to a souice of so much 
mstiuction, and we tlicrefoie now foiwaid foi the use of 
Bengal fifty, Madias thnty, Bombay twenty, additional copies 
of the volumes alieady published A sufficient nunibci of 
copies of the lcmammg volumes will on then appearance, be 
sent to complete the sets 


%* An Aiul)ta;al Iadov will he tound nt the cud of this Volume 
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[SUPPLEMENT—MYSORE WAR ] 


[The following document;:, logcthu with many otlici papois of a similar 
tcnoi, weie found m the palace ot Tippoo Snltaun at Seiingapatam after 
the cuptuie ot that foitiess they weie attested at Serin»lpatain by Cap¬ 
tain Macaulev, Pinate Secretary to the Conmiamlci-iu-Chief These 
documents: pime the cldiigei which menaced oiu Indian enipne at the 
penod when the JVIaiquess Wellesley nmved in India as Gou mcu-Gcneial, 
and the absolute necessity that existed foi the annihilation of all Fiench 
influence in the pi mnsula of Hindustan —Ei> ] 

No I. 

Tippoo Snltaun the Vutm iou\ to the ('itizrm compound the Exuutn'i 
Poicu i>f tin Fundi liepuhlu 

CiTi/i ns, Scnngapatain, 2d of Apnl, 17^7 

I halntc inn, and wish c v cry happiness to you tnd your nation Citi/en 
Ilipuud armed in my country after having jiistuined an engagement, lus 
small vessel had neai ly foimdeied at sea , as I haic foi a long tune been 
desirous ot ice caving intelligence fiom vour nation, I hi out;lit lmn to my 
usual pluee ol icsidence I questioned him with legaid to the opeiations 
of the war and to youi condition, and I enquiied whether you thought of 
youi anticut ally, lie informed me of all your plans diid of youi good in¬ 
tentions toyvards me and my country Ills communications gave me 
conhal satisfaction, and encmuagecl me to make the puxent advances 
tow nds a uwicil of mtncom-i by sending to you thicc ol niyconh- 
deutial chief', to Itslilv to you iiiv lnciidship, and to renew our untient 
alliance, in the wilting which I send to you, you will pciceive my attach¬ 
ment, mv disposition, and the st ntiments of my hcait for your nation, 
yylnch I have always loved—study the welfare ot my country as I study 
that of yours 

Your Ally, 

* Iippoo Sultadn. 


* Here follows the By/c ot abbreviated signature of Tippoo Sultaun 
hinibclf. 


vnr v* 
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No II. 

Tippoo Sultuun the Fictwious to the l{rp)e\i ntattcis of fit V**y t t 1 /v y 

in the hits of F> urn.e ntul of 1 a Rt uivun* 

Citizens Rrrn,LSENTATm.s, Soriugapatuin, Jd *»f \pnl, 17 ,( 7 

You cannot be lgnoi ant of the friendship ulmh mv latlur im! mv i'll 
have evei entertained foi the Fiench 1 sought even oppmtu.utv of 
proving it dunng youi fonnci government, and f /inf# tbm* o 1 ' .n v 
powei since the commencement oj your 11 volution to mute L,oim /#, v 1 (>i< 
sentiments of my Aemt Fiom want ot oppoitmutv and id u'huuii p 
with pcisons acquainted with your customs ami manmM*«, 1 h ive 11 *t In < u 
able before this time to mtoiui you of mv intentions V iniiuuilt 1 hni.u 
has sent me Citizen Ripaud ( 011 c ol youi olhtei'O i\lu» at tn\ uqiu t ha-" 
answeied all the questions winch I put to him I miisiilti him toll** 
worthy of my confidence, and fiom what lie lias told me, 1 poi.nu it 
now the moment pot me to 1 evict the /Headship which I hare tdiem/'. 1 nt< *■- 
tamedfot youi nation, I acknowledge the sublimity ot Vtnu uuwtiUtituii, 
and as a pi oof of my sincenty / piopost to pom nation anti to yon it tm at if 
of alliance and fiuto mty t u Inch shall be for com indissoluble, and shuU A# 
founded on lepubhean pt maples , of smemty and good pith , to the md 
that you and youi nation u ith myself and my people may become one / u- 
mily, that the same oath may bind us pi life or for death , that your ene¬ 
mies may be mine and those oj my people , and that my enemies may be con- 
side) ed as youi s Thus do I wish hcncefoith to treat with uiy allies You 
now see my disposition towards youi tommy, when I shall uuiit u 
proof of yours, I will fulfil my pio loses, but, Citizens Repiesi nutiv t s, I 
will not fulfil these engagements with you until I see youi hows «ii wc 11 
naval as militaiy actually dinvc 111 India During the last wai (it is uith 
legiet that I am obliged to ictall to youi mommy the disasteis wlinh my 
fneudship for the Fienth nation lias biouglit upon nit) I main (amt d with 
zeal and tom age, all the pietensions ol till Frentli r lln I ngli-di, tin 

ambitious English, not having sufbtitnt (oufideuti 111 thou own stnuigth 

and corn age to attach me singly, loinicd an alhanti with the .Mainatlas 
and the Nizam, and attacked me in euiy qinutu At tin vuv miutiiut 
when I was on the point of conquming them, tht rreuth arm\ undei tin 
comnnnd of M do Cossigny, letcived an older fiom M de Uus^i to 
abandon me, though I had paid them well, and they uue m want of 
nothing, but what filled me with indignation wus, rlmt those ordeis 11 - 
tended to M deLally, who commanded a body of Ficmhin my pay, to 
withdiaw himself with his party, this I opposed, ami on just ground** 
From that moment, my army betaine disgusted Reduced Miiglv m my 
own lesourtes, and abandoned by my allies, I urns umipelled to make 
peace, with the loss ot half of my dominions, anti tluee Crores and thirty 
thousand lupecs m specie Behold what have been my loews Hep,/, 
sentatives' hat is past is past I have cited tin sc tiuths m order to 
apprize you, that if I should declare wai against youi enemies I will nut 
e eseite , nor shall you have the power of making peace without my 
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picvums consent, noi without including myselt and my people m the 
tieatv Foi the senility ot out icupiocal hiendship and good faith it is 
lu tessniy to stipulate one piclitniutirv condition If is this, that as my 
people aic ignorant at the customs of the Fiench lepublicans, and as the 
republicans aie eipiall\ unacquainted with the custom., ol my countiv, if 
one of the citizens of eithei paity should violate the i ustoins of the othei, 
lie shall he lepnmandcd immediately by Ins own snpeum, without any in- 
teiiuption of the good undcistanding an 1 hainumy, which ought to Jubsist 
between good allies I msut this clause, although Citizen Ripaud has 
assuied me, that the ohsuvauee ot the mostsevcie discipline and of icspect 
toi the laws exists in the republican uiniy mine shall always be con¬ 
ducted in the same manuei 1 itqmie aLo that tlu euniunuiding ollicei 
shall always consult me cm cveiv measure which he miy undeitake tm the 
destruction ot mu common enemy, bcLausc I am acquainted with the 
country, its customs and mamuis This 13 a ieseication that he cannot 
consulei as ollcusive Happy moment > the time m come when / tan eh pout 
tn the bosom of mi/ ft tends, the heitud which I baa against these oppiesson 
of the human uice If pou will assist me, in a shoit Unit not an Englishman 
shall lematn m India, you hni'e the powa and the means of > (ft it mg it by 
your fee nrgioe s, uith these new uttsens {much ditadtd by tin English) 
joined to you) t) nop s of tin Inn , in u ill puige India of tin se villain* The 
spang s who h I fan tom he d han put all India in motion, my ft u >uls me 
nudy to fall upon tin English , fin eieiything hut uly on my discnturn 
Yota annum, as / have appmed you, shall be mint Now )uu aie ap¬ 
prized ot my designs, delay not to inform me ot vouis, hut make 110 pro¬ 
mise's which xon cannot poitoim I have lcL.uned Citizen llipiud to 
anaweryoui lctteis, and I will give him a sttlaij vvoithy ot the situation 
which he holds near inv peison I entreat you not to be offended with 
him, but on the contrary to appiovc ot what he has done, and to quiet his 
appieheusions of being consideied as a deserter ot Ins countiy and of his 
colouis, (11 laudable 1 motive which niteiest-, me tin Ins welfare) I request 
you to nuthon/e lum to lomam in lus piesent station with me ioi the bei- 
viee of Ins countiy, ot your colonies, and of myself I detained hun, nor 
did he consent to remain till uftei much solicitation, being extremely at¬ 
tached to the Island of Bourbon, to which he belongs In case you 
should consent to my propositions, it is necessaiy that you should know 
the cxLent ot mv power to assist the Fiench Ri public and its aimy 

Aitielc 1 I engage, immediately on the amval of the Fieudi troops on 
the coast, to victuil both the land and sea foices, (Euiopeau liquois 
excepted) and I will furnish all necessaues, ‘■urh as flour, nee, meat, 
wood, &c 

Article 2 I engage also to make advances of money toi all the wants of 
the land and sea equipments 

Article d I engage to provide all tlu bullocks necessary foi the' artillery 
of the republican troops, us well as the bullocks, canids, and Lascars, for 
carrying the baggage of the ofliceis and soldiers 

Aiticle 1 I engage to provide palanquins for the Generals, andlmises 
foi the officers, of the troops of the Republic 
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A'tide 5 In use the Fu ncli aun\ should happen to ho m want ot gon- 
powdti, or otliei ammunition, I empire to supplv it 
Aitide 6 Ab boon as the Fiench army shall haw* di'Cinb.iiked, I enguji 
to march with my tioops, which shall in the Itist insfamt < uii-M ot 
30,000 cavnliy, and 30,000 mfantiy and .iitdlu\, noil diM ipliuod, with 
aims, ammunition, and evcrvthmg necessary foi the “ait < e-'S ol out uiiei- 


puze 

What I require on the pai t of France is as follows 

Aiticle 1 That the Ficncli Republic shull not, urnlei an\ pnMenn 
whatever, conclude peace, but with the mu ant of me und in\ people, nm 
without including us in such ticaty 

Article 2 That as the tioops of the Ri public will (hum stub advan¬ 
tages from me, the Gencials in command shall undeitake nothin*; without 
fiist consulting me, to ensure the success ot the rnimnon t au*w‘, and of mu 
respective armies 

Aiticle 3 Should the French Geneial oi lepulditan tittups dtint 
tiaitois in my countiy, oi should I or my tioops come to the knowledge ol 
any such m the Flench .inny, the duel' ol the pnrtv wh< lem the trailm 
may be found, shall cause him to be seized ami evet uted, upon .uitht utn 
pioofsof bis guilt, without piepulice to om mutual fuendslup, since en¬ 
gaged in the same cause, our mteiests aie the same 

Artide 4 As I piopose to make the advances, and furnish the ucees. 
sary supplies of money to the Fiench Republic, both for the land aud the 
Ben foices, it is just that I should be iciwburscd at the end of the w&r, 
fiom the sums of money wBich may be taken fiom oui common enemy 

Aiticle 5 Eveiy Capture made fiom our common cneim, as towns, 
foits, temtoiy, money, meichandize, blnps, ammunition, \c slnll be 
equally divided at a fan valuation, fiateinallv between the tioops ol the 
Republic, me, and my people 

Aiticle 6 As I have sutfeicd qieatly in supporting the cause ol the 
Fiench m the list vvai, when I lost the best pait of my count;v, I requite 
that all the towns, foits, teiritones, oi contillmtions, winch I may be uhle 
to seize within my foimci houndanes, he exempted from the Ithjitule, 
that they shall become mine by ami that the i< pnhluun tioops shall 
have no pretensions oi claims theicto I claim this a< t ol pistu e lioin mv 
biethien 

Ai ticle 7 If the foi tune of wai shall put us m possession of Gnu and 
Bombay, the poit of Bombay and the tei ntories dependent on it, belong¬ 
ing to the English, shall belong of light to the French, but Goa uul its 
dependencies shall be mmc 


Article 8 I demand that all male and female pnsoncrs, as well English 
as Portuguese, which shall be taken by the republican tioops or by mine, 
V A l 5 ?, tleated Wlth humanity, and with regard to their pci sons, that they 
shall (then property becoming the ught ot the allies) be transpos'd «t 

tonis of E ° f Ind ' a ’ “ ,omi! l’ 1 " ta fram «•» tom- 


, A , S ‘5 e l .°T!' P 0,t, < fo, N »»<1 tomtom. M,palatal m the«tl. 
orntlc, aie to be divided betaeen the all,os, thee shall ho Rnmaoncdas 
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they may fall into out hands, and the stipulations of that .uticle, shall he 
<itu.ruarris ,mi diij>('(l h) the Fruith genual ami myself, with .1 iliscietmn, 
if incumstiuiees icquire it, to blow up any foit wriiich may be deemed 
lifeless 

Altaic 10 In oiriei to achieve the conqiust ol the English and Portu¬ 
guese possessions, and those of thin allies, it ia n(u‘»s.u\ tint I should he 
assisted with fiom tne to tin thousand legulai tioops 01 nitumal guaids, 
md tioin twinty-hic to thntv thousand ol youi m n ntr'uis lit m>h have 
put the riuioe into cxuulion ,) si lotting the most \nb>h mid lust instituted 
ol tin in, thosi , in s Unit, n ho un hlth / to distmfi the pattern t/oiti oten 
(tdontt s I willaiiswu toi om qmeh and cas\ suatss 

ArtiiU 11 r lo fanlitate the atl itK and capitac of Goa, a pint essciUi.il 
fm yom squadion and voui ti.mspoits, it will he ncicssaiv to discmbaik 
at mv pml ot Onoie, situated in latitude 11 dfi N and 70 longitude 

Aiticle 12 That I may he appn/ed wliethu you aetept oi lejectmy 
piopositions, I icquest, that aitei having fully i onsideied them, you will 
despatch a packet-boat to Mangaloie, to nifoini me of youi deusiouas ex¬ 
peditiously as possible That nothing may he wanting on the aim .dot 
youi squadiou, a Fiench olheei will ho stationed at Mangaloit, to atloid 
the neeessaiy assistance, and to adnsc me id lom intentions To avoid 
any surpn/e oi doubt, the ship, (lining the tunc she maj lcnuuii at anchot 
in tli( loads, shall hoist Ameiiean colouis, with the nalionul Haft at the 
m un-top-mast head, ovn that oi the 'sulraun, wdutli my emovs cany foi 
that put pose I on disiious, and thenloie pnticulaiH icquest that 
Citi/en Auhaifttie may hi appoint! d to t oinmand this pai kcl-liu vt, as lie 
knows my liuhouis, and is uquaiuted with the uistoitis ol my countiy 

Arlich* 11 I depute tom ot my chiefs who have pnncd themsidves 
worthy of my tonfideino, to tie.it in mv name ou the aitules which I 
tiansnut to you, hut should vou neitliir have the powei ol at < opting 
them altoftOlhcr, uoi ot c.iiiving them into olicet without an onlei hum 
the exuutivc ftOUMumeut of ymu mot lieu lountiy, 1 lequist you to 
despatch thice ot mv thiols in one of umi host u'bscls foi Fiance, ami to 
join with them some citi/cm whom youi wisdom may select, to guide and 
to advise them in Fiante I dispatch these thuls tm this expiesspui- 
pose they uro charged with u packet, and with onleis to explain my in¬ 
tentions to the exicutne power, I cannot send mv slop tlnllui without 
ftiwng the I'nghsh k ason to suspect some hostile di signs mi m\ p.ut, it 
you scud a squadion, send with it the lcmuming uui ot llu tom thu Is and 
also my ship, which I nqncst 111.15 be cuppcml, and we wdl airange 
matters auouhiigl}*' If, lmwevei, you think ill it the ship t unmt he iop- 
pered without delaying the voyage ot the mirnn, Mm will send the 
ship hack at the pioper season, with a captain and two uthceis, whom I 
will pay 

Article 11 We will commence hostilities against the English and Portu¬ 
guese, when, in <ase the Ni/.un anil the hlahiattai should join them, we 
will make war against them uKo, for it will then be necessary to subjugate 
them also, and to lemlei them tnhutarics to us 

These, Ilepicsciitatives, ate my intentions, do not let mv attachment 
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to your nation expose me to the same calamity winch I formerh suth'r* d, 
I entieat you to reflect well befoic you return an answer, m urn mat ex 
pose me to gieat anguish ot heait, since I ‘•lull act aitnrdmg to the tenm 
of your answer I offer up mv vows foi the success of mu eutirpri/e, tor 
the continuation of pi ospenty to the arms ot the French Republic, wie 
and indivisible, and lor a speedy answer I swear an inviolable tin ndslup 
foi your nation 

Tippcio M m u v 

CA tiue Copy) 

C Macaulay, Sccietary 
(A true Translation ) 

G G Kfble, French Translator 


No III 

Citizens RcpnnsENrATiVES, Suiugapntnm, Jllst ot Apid, 1 "‘1/ 

Since I manifested my fuendship in willing to vou, mv me^'engeM 
have arrived with the following intelligence, winch will not lie clisjih wing 
to yon 

The Nizam, an ally of the English and the chief of the Mogul* is very 
ill, and his great age leaves no piospect of Ins recovery He has four 
children, who aie disputing the light ol succession , one of them, who is 
much attached to me, is the favounte of the chiefs and ot the people, and 
is expected to succeed 

Setooy Mad’hoo Row, one of the gieat Maln*vtta chiefs, and i sti< minus 
supportei of the English, is dead, and hy a singulai <u c ulc nt, in tailing 
from the top of a palace He had no cluldien, and the di'-puled m ces¬ 
sion has kindled a civil wai in that state Delhi is thrown into < onfiisnm 
by the aruval of Zernaun Shah, my fiieml, who has uttatked the Muh- 
i attas and completely defeated them m that quarto This is the act of 
Piovidencc—Heaven seems to levenge us on the Main alius—All the 
pnnces of India have icason to complain ot them The Malnaltas icljed 
on the English who could not assist them, being fullv empluvtd Hi de¬ 
fending themselves 

Whilst a civil wai exists m the Mahratta and the Nizam's domimons, 
the English aie not bettor situated, foi the Nabob Mir/u Amunis (Asnph 
ud Doulah), chief of Bengal, having licai d of the ai rival of Zeuuuu Simla 
at Delhi, commenced hostilities against them, and with some advuntagt 
At Calicut they have been attacked hy the Cotioto ltajah, Ootijes Rum 
Ram, who has killed in tliice sallies 1000 Euiopeans and .1000 N*pri\s 
On the coast of Malabai they arc attacked on every side and the revolt m 
general, owing to then vexatious gov eminent and the taxes whieh they 
have imposed 

On the coast of Coiomandel, fiom Masulipatam to Madras and Areot, 
then tyranny has excited icvolt amongst all the pnn< es, powerful and 
weak, who all asseit then lights, and a nephew of the Nabob of Madras, 
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who held «i command uudu the English, lias lately been kdled by lus 
own chiefs, who were become despeiatc 
I ndonn >ou of these ecents m older to piovc to you that it is now the 
moment foi you to invade India With little tiouble wc shall duve them 
out ot India Rely on iny friendship 

Tippoo Sultaun 

P S Since willing inv lcttci, I Inue leaint by an Aiab ship that 
gicat distuihances piewul in Bengal, the amval ot the Nabob Zemaun 
Shah at Lucknow hah made the English tremble, particulaily at Calcutta, 
whole thc\ aio m gicat constei nation, as they aie unable to pi event Muza 
Amarus (Asoph ml Doulah) fiom joining Zemami Shah , it appeals that 
both these pimces aic tlctcimined to be reienged of the English, send 
me then tioops to join with mine, that I too may treat them as they 
dtsenc 

Tippoo SultauN 


No. IV 

To the Govei no) -Gtnei al of the hie of Fiance, fyc 

GrNrnAn, Tlic Isle of Fiance, L’Gth Januaiy, 1798 

The king has commanded 11 s, foi the confnmation of the alliance with 
the French icpubhc, to take a solemn oath undei the standard of the two 
nations, and to perform this ceremony according to your customs , tliere- 
foic we addiess this lequest to you, youi compliance will rendci the 
bonds of our friendship, anil of the oilensnc and defensive alliance, indis¬ 
soluble \\ e request you to assemble all the officeis and men necessary 
for this ceremony, aiul in mu presence to draw up a written instiumeut to 
he signed by all parties present, scaled with the seal of the Fienth republic, 
and deli veied into our hands, tins will weaken our enemies, aud rejoice 
the two allied powers 

This is what we wish to make known to you, and we entieat you to be¬ 
lieve us the most bincere of your sen ants, 

Asskn Ali Khan, 

A true copy, by ordei of the ambassadors, Mahomed Hibrahim 

Dlday, interpicter * 


No. V. 

Copy of the stipulations and pioposah of the punce Tippoo Sultaun, which his 
ambassadors Assen All khan and Mahomed Ilibrahim, ha\c despatched to Europe 
from thL Isle of Frince, by two frigates which sailed from thence on the 5th of 
tcbiuaiy, 1 VO'S, for establishing rn ollensive and defensive alliance with the French 
republic, ami lor soliciting the assistance ol Ranee to subdue our common enemy 
the English, and to duve them out of India if possible 
The prince engages to fat null the whole Fit nth ctimy with, the neecssaty provi- 
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aions,authai iue, mutt, ifhtt, 8^ Spuihimu /n/Man t>e ^ , 

pi undi tin Fictitlt (tt nni it ilk <antu"i t»t tin mi f t i t < t , * 

will ahopiotide all imlitaiy stons Don, at Iht Nr nt VuW I 1 •<*! < n » 

1798 

A tiuc copv—D ebvy \ Vu 1 \a 

M MliiMMI H UlU. Mil'S 

l)i i» w, into pi 11> t 


No. VI. 

The Representatives of the Colony of the Islt of Fiantt to Ttpptto hnltatm 
Salutation and Frate unity, 

Yom ambassadois have communicated to us your intention ol forming, 
with tlie colony of the Isle of Fiance, a connection mindly luhunlagtoiu 
to both nations 

We shall make eray effoit m om power to unsut i yom wi-du 

We have communicated the object ol yom onib.iss\ to tin h ci'datm 
body of the Fiench Government, and we aie tumimnl tint Itanti will 
enter completely into yom views 

The Governoi-Gcneial Malaitic will appn/e you of the sups nhult lie 
has taken nheady, and of those which he lias m contemplation, fin pro 
znotmg oui mutual interests 

The pioduce and manufactuies of yoiu dominions will fiud a market m 
this colony, cithei foi internal consumption or exportation , and we mn 
supply you in leturnwith all the aitides which the execution ot join 
militaiy projects leqmies 

Fouum ai u \, lhesidc nt 
By oidei ot the Colonial Assembly, 

II u lmlii, Vuetarj 


No VII 

Rear Admit al Setccy, commanding the naval fotet s *>J ham m iht Indian 
Seas, to the Nabob Ttppoo Sultaun in fas tuntnrn s 

Isle of Fiance, the 14th Ventose, the (Jth yetu of the Fiernh Itepubln, nr 
the 4th of March, 17‘)8 

Prince Tippoo, 

Yom ambassadois, Assen Ah Khan and Ibinhim Sail), have d< iiuinl to 
me the letter with which you have honouied me, by wJuth I li nut that 
they possessed youi confidence, and that you dm. it tbalTiami should 
send you troops in oidei that you might declare wai again*-! the l nglnh, 
the oppi essors of India I am cat) c inch/ toncamd that tin natal June 
unde) my command, is not at pewit snjjmently const,la able to admit nf 
pt oceedmg to India, to make such a dwttsion as might fm ward tymi interests. 



'I TIE lUEM’II KLl’UliLIC 


Wax 1 


l ) 


but if I should be teinjoutd as Iupnt, I shall be vtu/ ttn>a to s kL out 
common etumu s, and to assist i)ou m thtu i eduction Pttuous to tin anual 
of yom ainbaisadoi ■>, I had addi esu d flu Gain nm< nt of mi/ count) 1/ m Ka- 
jopt on the neenstti/ of eiptdittiu> this men sun , and the dat/lubseipient to 
then anual I dispatched tuo Jni>ates to I'lauct mtb the new pioposals 
winch i/utt ofn It 11 to bt )tt>) etti il that i/on did not soonci appme us oj 
youi /avoidable disposition 

Pi nice Tippoo, yom iimluBvulois hut; excited gioat /cal foi your sei- 
vicc, but miloitiinatdy wo uue not at Illicit) to dive 1 1 to any ollioi object, 
tbo means coniidcd to us foi the pi election ot 0111 udonv join ambassa- 
dois having houcvei mtoiincd mo ot voui wish to have some well 111 - 
stiacted oIIkoih to foim join uianne, 1 hastened to send you Captain 
Dubut, who commands a vessel in the seivicc of Fiance, and six. otliu 
othceis, whom I paiticulailv lecoinmcnd to jour layout, mid who, I hope, 
will anbwci yom uews by their good conduct, and then naval shill 

Yom ambasjadon having testihed tin anxious wish to return to you as 
speedily as possible, I have given them one of mv best fngates, com¬ 
manded by Captain L’Hciunite, a distinguished ofluet whom I lccommend 
to you 

Salutation Sckcli, llcai Adunidl. 


No. VIII 

The Ft tilth Jlepublit (hi? Coimtn/, honoiu, and Libatt/ fMaqullon, 
Gmual a/ a Dmston, to tin Nabob Tippoo Stub 

Head Qti.il tcis, Isle of Fiance, 1th of Maicli, I/W, the (>th Yeai of the 
Fiencli Republic 

PllINCL, 

I received the lettci with which you lionouied me , sichncos prevented 
me from attending the various conleiences which voui ambassadoib held 
with the Govcrnor-Gcneial on the bulyect of the mission with vvlucli you 
had charged them I have hoieevei no doubt, that the Ft cnch Republic will 
coon learn andjoyfully pai tale your over tin e? off midship and alliance 
I should have been glad if the state of the Ficnili foitc at this tunc in 
India had illowed me m pci son to have assuted you of the fiiendslup of 
the Republic, and to have p.u tiupatod in the gloiy of jour aims against 
om common enemy, but the actual state of aifaiis deprives me of that 
double honour 

I entreat you, Pimee, to accept my wishes foi the pjospeuty of your 
aims, and the continuation ot voui gloiy 


Waoallon 
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No IX. 

To the Gi eat Pnnee, Tippoo Sultaun Rue ha, tit his Court of St ringo/iutum 
Great PriisCe, 

Peimit me, Gieat Pnnec, to converse a moment with you Mv hat* for 
my couutiv, my attachment to its allies, particularly to tlu* desen mg son 
of the lenowned Hyder Alh, and mi/ veil founded hatied of the English, or 
i athe> of their Government, all this, I sat/, shall connate you that I shall 
say nothing wbeh is not dictated h/ a ? egardfor t/our true mU n s/a. 

What is then the fatality which has hitherto divided the pi met s of Asm P 
Nothing is mme easily understood It is the dark polity of the English, 
then Machiavelian principles, which have subjected so many nations to their 
yoke, and»endei ed them the oppi essoi s of Asia 

Theie is still time, howevei, to oush this ambitious nation , but it is tie- 
cessaiy that the Couit of Poonah, the Soobah of the Damn, the Tat tats, 
the Rajah of Tiavancoi e, all the Rajahs, Nabobs, and Soobahs that a f l tht 
Chiefs of Asia, tn short, should unite to attaJ, to ova thou, and fnutlh) to 
expel time haughty English but it is absoluttly nect ss nitf that th alhame 
should be founded on good faith, and that U should bt skiff ultu f annul, tn 
oider that the princes whose foices aic meonstdo able mat/ not find themsrh t s 
oveipowei ed in consequence of a want of concert between the parties} hut 
when the plan shall have been piopeily ai tanged, and when the English shall 
find themselves assailed foni eveiy qua) ter of Asia, thin dt structum will hr 
inevitable You have been at toot with all the pi tn< es of Amu, you mast now 
become then f lend and piove to them, hi/ the pi oposals you nutk*, that unit 
areiealh/ willing to become such One pnnee must not uggrandi/o Iuiiim H 
at the expense of another , but it is piopei that those who gioan undei 
the bondage of the English should he emancipated, and that each indi¬ 
vidual should paitiupate in then spoils, in piopoitioii to the aid which he 
shall furnibh, as well as to his local position 1 will repeat, that it the 
alliance be made with good faith, if each of the contracting putics shall 
find Ins interest in it, the engagements mil be nhscived , hut should it 
prove othelwisc, should any one of the contracting pailie* be input d, he 
will observe Ins engagements no longci than until some nnumstante or 
favourable event shall give him an opportunity of infringing them If, 
fortunately, we should receive ti oops from Em ope whu h we < an tltipmu of 
m youi favom , if the commission with whu h the naval and military qt tin nls 
of the colony have entrusted citizens Magot and Sequin, th fa mu the tmn- 
mandei of the f agate which cairies your dtspufehts to the Punch Govern* 
ment, and the lattei Aid-de-Camp to Alajoi-Geiural Malm tit, sent to q tet 
greatei efficacy to the application winch he has made for aslmgt a rnnjout- 
ment as possible, Isay, if this deputation be foitunate, what will not bt t/our 
advantage in having pi epai ed befoi ehantl the means of avenging youistlf 
by punishing those who have caused you to be betrayed by your own subjt / is , 
and of recovering that uiheutance of which you have been in part deprived* 
because the pnnees of Asia who took up arms against you were wit setmfde 
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that m piopoi tion at the English became powerful, they uoultl fu>rush the 
poira t oj the East with aunt against each other 1 

The diffeience ot religion has otten pieventcd alliances which would 
have proved advantageous to diverse nations, hut these false pnncipics 
have disappeared Philosophy and Reason have silenced prejudice, and 
the same state in Em ope tolciates the Roman Catholic, the Calvinist, and 
the Luthcian chinches the man who adores the Cieator, and offers up 
vows which uie sincere and piocced fioin the heait, is regaulcd by his God 
with an eye ot benignity and forgiveness 

1 he dispositions oj the Soubah of the Dectan are Known to you, at aie 
alto those of the Afahrattah and Taitai states I think I mat/ ventuie to 
at\uie you, that the good Prince Ram Rajah oj Travancoie is tved of the 
oppression of tht English Raman Kesvin, his Pume Mimstei , would I con- 
(twe be well disposed to act against these despots, had he the meant I know 
that it was with gieat leluctance he contented to send au ay Mi got de la 
Combe, who commanded his tioops at Paiour, as well as the othei Fiench 
office) tt who commanded hit battalions The interests of this Rcyah, f lam 
not dcetwtd, retjutie equally with yoia own that you should piopote to him 
an alliance, that all 1 esentment should cease, and that youi ancient feuds 
should bi extinguished ttnd Joi gotten Jot ern but above all. Gnat Pnnce, 
conduct the negotiation in such a mannei that the English may not suspect 
U, foi othenusi this pi mu mil be totally ciushtd, and tht English, in de¬ 
spoiling him, mil in iieatt tluv meant oj at ting against you Believe me, 
(ri eat Pi t))t t, out oj the bughtest days oj my Ije null be that on ivhich l 
shall hem that, by i euniting with the pi mots of Asia, you httvt acquit td the 
meant oj annihilating the power oj the English in India 
I know not, <Treat Prince, whether my frankness will he pleasing to you, 
oi whethei you muy not consulei my observations a 0 oflicious, hut ot this I 
am cm tain, that iny anuous wish is that you may make gieat conquests irom 
the English, and that by tins success you may be enabled to lcndci your 
people und yourself happy This is the sincere prayei ot a tiue French¬ 
man, who is, with esteem and lespcct, 

Gieat Pnnce, 

your most humble and most obedient seivant, 

IVI Dlsgombeu 

Isle of France, the 15th Ventose, in the Gth Year of the Fiench Republic, 
oi the 5th ot March, 17%, Old Stile 


No X 

The Gove) nor-Genc) ul of the Isles oj Ft ante and La Reunion to the Nttbob 

Ttppoo Sultaun 

Isle of Fiance, Port North West, the 17th Ventose, in the 
Gth year of the Fiench Republic, one and indivisible, 
answering to the 7th March, 17%, Old Stile 

I leccived on the 20th January lust COld Stile) yom letter under date the 
9th October, 1797, which announced to me that you had deputed Captam 
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Ripaud, whom you had engaged m vnui smin 1 , md two \mhn silm , to 
confu with mo resputmg tin state id wmi nilaii-, a id that I un Jit pi i i 
the gieatcst confidence m ulialovii tliev might wmnnuiin do ^ mu \m- 
bassadois afteiwauls delivered to mt unu memorandum id pinpn<>| to 
the Executive Dnectoiv, tcnclmt* to iotiu m allntiio otlco-ivi nut dt t( n- 
hive with the Fieneli, amlhy whn.li you oihi to ctitutum, *d \onr own 
expense, as long us tliewai in India shall last, the hoops ihov max ho ihh 
to send you 

Not thinking myself authon/ul by n»v poweis to toutlude this dlmme 
with you, I immediately despatched two luxates to Fume with \mu jno- 
positions to the Executive Dnectory, I have not the smallest doubt, hut 
that they will take youi pioposal into their most senotiH consideration, 
and I am peisnudetl that they will send you as speedily as possible tin \m - 
couis of men which you demand, and u hick you ntpuiejor the purpust oj 
attaching youi enomt ?, who ate also the t ntmu.s of tht Fruuh Refuthhr 

In the mean time, and whilst waiting the nmval ot these meimue, I 
despatch the Pi cut use Jugate, commanded hy Captain l/IIi ninth, to ton 
vey back your Ambasbiulois and then smtt, with the ollmi , wii'tmn, 
and volunteeis, whom I lane lcciuitcd in tliL two 1 1 mil lot \om m on e 

M vi vurit 


No. XI. 

The Commando -m-Chitj oj tht Foues suit hy thi Fienth tloet i nnu nt to 
the Pacha Tippno, tht I wtoiious 

Sovereign Pacha, 

I hasten to announce to youi Majesty my aimal in \om Kingdom, ind 
that of the Ficnch ofliceis and volunteeis sent to von b\ tin (jokiium- 
Geneial Malm tic, of whom you will hnd the nmstei toll nmmv.cd 
Youi Majesty will observe that among the volunteeis, thetcaie about 
twenty soldieis of coloui, ol ditlucnt nations and cash-., the giiMtu p.ut 
of whom may he employed with advantage in tin uililluv 
You will there obseivc the Chief of a legion poi cssing tveiv mihrary 
quailhcation foi filling with distinction the station id Cummandi i m«< 'hmf, 
and two ofEeeis of aitilleiy, with whom I hope \ou will In mtistied 
I flatter myself that youi Majesty will aftoid an oppmtumty to the nidi, 
taiy which the Ficnch government all cad v has sent, and m.iv hoi outfit 
send you, of shewing that they uevei will muK< any distim tion between 
the service of apnnce, whose alliance we so highly esteem and apjuteude, 
and the semce of then country 

I have the honoiu to xnfoim youi Map sty, that l htuu j'ottutl ht i e nlntmt 
all the assistance which I could debit e jtn my troops 
The seal and activity shewn hy the Commandant oj Mangttloi» tn /Itt th*~ 
emhai Ration and leception of the tioops, Imcoimntrd me oj tht ynnt nuta¬ 
tion which he has paid to evu y thing that regarded wt, 

I can add nothing to the well deserved commendation which (Jcneiul 
Malm tic has e\pi essed to youi Majesty, of youi Ambussadois Abtftu AHy 
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Khan and Mahomed Ibialum , tli'*n e\emplaiy conduit on cieiy occasion 
.it the Isle ot Fiance, on the p.usigt, and paiticul lily duung the iclion 
ulncli i\e had in Tclhchcirj Roads with two English ships, mounting 52 
gnus, hnung on born(1 the nllicets ot a leginionf, a battalion of bepoys, 
and two standauls, all which w r c captured and dispatched to the Isle ot 
Fiance, has incnted oni geneial esteem 
I haie the honoui to espiess to jom Majesty the evtmnc de&nc which 
I feel to picscnt my homagi to you in pci son, and to communicate all the 
details icspectun* the nu-sion with which the French Gmeminent has en- 
ti listed im , and also to as-ure you, that I shall sci/e eveiy oppoitnuitv ot 
piowng to you, tli t ymu luteiC'ts and yom glmv shall hmicefoith be con- 
anleic'd by me as uniti d with tho-e ot m\ countiy 

I i equest ymu Map'stv will cn ildc me to pioiecd to yom piesencc as 
soon is possible, and issue ymu oiders that the detachment with the bag¬ 
gage, which is coiisideiahh , may follow without delay 

Genual Dubuc and my sell hope to pietede the detachment, which yull 
he left under the urdeis ol Dmnonlm, the Clnet ol a legion 
I have the honoui to be lcspcctfnlly, 

Isoy euign Faclm, 

yom most obedient and most humble sin ant, 

Cn U’l’Uis 


No XII 

The Captain of the ships of it at of the Ft tnth Ihpuhlu, ont anti indimsihh , 

appointt d hit tht (lorn innent to tin ehn f t ommantl of tin /ntettl foue acting 

unde) tin Soiuuqn Put ha Tippoo bnltaun, tin / it tot tons 

Sov iiuiiN Pvciiv, 

I unite with Genual Chapjmis in apprizing yom Map sty of my aiuval, 
and ol that of my olhceis dcspatihcd by (acneials Malaitic and bciccy to 
seive undei ymu oideis 

We have no wysh but to convince voui Majesty of the zeal and fidelity 
with which we shall act m every service which can contribute to youi gloi y, 
and to the success of your arms 

The Frtnth litpuhln, t/u nut tint ulltj of yom anoint Jntlu t, Inn tunned 
pout t ndntssy to tht hit of /'mint, ot u mount t trhu h t unnot fail to con- 
vttitr you that tht usputnt itt/tti s/s oj the too nations trill he tonsidutd as 
ont, ttntlut att ei pt t tally dtputt d to yout Map sty, fot tin put post of it- 
nt mm> and tonsolidtiiinp that Jtit ndshtp and hattnotiif trimh has lathci to 
reuftied hetiret n you and tin Funth 

The ncai approach of the rainy season rendeis it necessary that your 
Majesty should give oideis for our journey to yom presence with our hag- 
gage as speedily as possible, that we may incur no nA of delay m our 
mission 

I enclose a return of the ofhceis undei my command, it seems advisa¬ 
ble that they should remain at Mangalore until your naval establishment 
shall be fixed by the report which 1 shall have the honour to submit to 
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you, with i eg aid to the situation ot the uKv-t and hailumr nf Mnngdou , 
and in the meantime you should i-mh* otders to the C»ni inm ot that pin. o, 
to supply them with cvciy thing netossaiy, until vuur hnal plet-wo shall 
be known 

I have the honom to be vciy ro'ipeittully, 
bo\eu‘igu l\u ha, 

your most obedient humble sen mt, 
Douuc, Captain of the Blnps of wai of the 1 remit Hi public, 
one aud indivisible, and commanding a mu id tom' 
Mangaloie, the 28th Apul, 1798 


No, xm 

The Cvicm Coudadad to the Executive Duecton/, upmentiny the Fi each 
Republic, one and indivisible, at Puns 

In the name of that fiicndslup which the Cmai Coudadid ami llu 
subjects of the Circai vow to the Fienth Rcpublu, wlu< li tin mNInp and 
alliance shall cnduie as long os the sun aud moon shun in tin lieavtiis, 
and which shall be so solid, that the most cxtruoi dinan events slidl 
neithei bleak noi disunite them 

The English, jealous of the connexion and liicndslup which for so long 
a tune has subsisted between my Circai and Fiante, some years ago united 
against me with the Mahiattas, the Nizam All Khan, and in\ otln i < m - 
mies, and declaied a war as odious as unjust, which lasUd sevual v< u-, 
and of which the lesult was so fatal that it cost me tince < ion s ami tint (\ 
lacs of rupees in money, and iny finest piovnucs 
The Republic is ceitaiuly not ignorant of anv of thcsi nntoitunatt 
circumstances, noi of the many cfloits I made to (iispuh nu hbv inch tin 
possession of that countiy which at last I was obliged to u'hnt|mdi {omit 
common enemy I should not have been diiveii to bin h uikI su'nhte,, 
had I been aided by my ancient allies the Fienth, who were douned by 
the peifidious machinations of Conway, the (iovunoi-Umial ot Pmtdi- 
chcny, who waB then plotting with Campbell, the (imoimu ot Madia-, 
foi the evacuation of the place commanded by the foi mer No doubt tin* 
Republic will now lepau the fault of then foi mer government, by driving 
the English from their rich possessions m India 
These sentiments, with which I huve long hem nnmuted, Ihm mart* 
known to the Government of the I\le of Ft out through the organ uj Un, 
Ambassadors, from whom I hate had the great sah fat turn ofruuemg swh 
an answei as 1 desved, togethei with the Republican /fay, hi} th hind* oj 
Chappms, chef of a brigade, and Dubuc , « captain oj a ship, who also 
biought with them the tncomdei able succour of officers and men trith tehith 
cii cum stances pet united Geneial Malartic and Rear-Admiral ,S<r<eu to stu*. 
pig me ' 

Jl etaxn , With me °f these officers, and send the second to you us mi/ 

ambassador, who, in i equating gout alliance , ojfi'nstve and defensive, mil. 
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I tt list, obtain tilth a umjorevment of hoops us, joined to mini, may ambit 
mt to athuk and unmhilatt Jot tvti • out common enemies in Asia 

I blind \<m m\ st«uidd,id (which, united with tint ot the Republic, will 
bci\e<is a hiibis foi the alliance into which oui lespcctive nations aie 
about to contiact) and with it the p.uticulai articles which I have charged 
Captain Dubuc to communicate to you 
I join with him my sulqcctb Sheik Abdoulraim anil Mahomet Bismilla, 
who are equally authmi/ed to leprcbcnt me with youi government 

Whatti'ci mat/(u the fatuit stati oj out tuo nations, uhethu lit nded oi 
sepaiatt , into nhatien uigagtmi nts tiny mail itspettieeh/ entei , may the 
jvosptnty, the gloiy, and tht suit ess of both be still tht common ob/ect of 
tath—may the sentiments which tiny Jttl joi each othei be i> am untied by 
mutual assuiaiins of fuhhty, and by oaths oj uiipiocal obligation, and may 
the hi uvens anil tht euith mat and unitt tie tht ulliunit oj the two nut tout 
shall suffti tin smallest altuation 
In my palate at Sei mgapatam, '20th July, 1793 

Tippoo Sultaun 


No XIV 

A note oj tin pioposttls to bt math by my Ambassadors to the Executive 
Dntitoiy at Pans 

Article 1 loi ten or fifteen thousand tioops ot every description, mfhnti>, 
caialij, and utilluj 

Aiticlc -2 V n iv d knee to a< t on the coast wlicic oui aimics mav be, to favoui 
and to lciiilmci them m ense ot necessity 

Aiticlc J Ihe Snkxr will furnish ill nnlitaiy stmus and provisions foi the nimy 
of the Republic, as well as horses, bullocks, carts, and tents, together with every 
other neussai j, e\i epting 1' uiopc in liquois, which his countiy does not nilord 

Aiticlc 1 On all niaiches and military opciations the King’s orders aie to be 
observed 

Article 5 The expedition shall be dnectcd to some point ot the Coromandel 
coast, and m prefetcnce to Poito Novo, wheic the discmboikation of the tioops 
shall take place, and when} the King, with his whole aimy, will uppuu, eithei be- 
Jou the annul of the Plinth aimy, oi at any time appoint!d , if bung his intention 
to i omnium ojutatums m tht hunt oj tin emmy’s lountu/ 

Aiticlc 0 Iht King tli sin s that tht Rtpublu wdl injuim him, by tU spatilung to 
Mangalmt tun loiveths jiom Kit,ope, within twenty days oj each olhir, of the 
numbei oj ships and troops ninth ait to be sent fioin Fiance, in, order that he may 
tahi till jid l immediately, and bi mastu of the Coionmndel toast btfoie the arnval 
of tht Rtpublu nil Jan t s, and thus be cnabltd to pioi uh foi all then it ants 

Article 7 All tin inni/uists tvhah may bt mailt fi um the enemy, excepting those 
provinces ninth the King tuts hem obhgid to itdi to the Ennhsh, to the Mahrattas, 
and to the Nizam Ah Khan, shall be iqually divided bttuetn the two nations, and 
actordmg to then respective convenience rkc same du man shall also be made of 
the enemy's ships, and of the l*oi tuguese colonies, snoidei to indemnify the Ktng 
for the exptnses of the war 

Article 8 Should any difficulty arise between the allied armies, each shall ob- 
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serve justice according to then own laws and customs, and o\oi\ discussion 
relating to them shall be conducted in wilting between the two nations 
Article 9 Whatever may be the dtsue of the Republic, uhithei to gue pi arc to 
England, 01 to continue the wai, the king tiusts the Republic mil always have tin 
kindness to consider him as afnend and faithful ally, and atcoi dmgly compulu nd 
him m all its treaties, and apprise him of all its intentions 

Tippoo Suit urn 

• 

Article 10 All French whatever, who now are or may heieafter come within the 
ternto i m qf the King, shall be ti eated as friends and alhes, they shall have the 
liberty of passing and repassmg, and of trading, without any molestation oi hind¬ 
rance, on the contraiy, they shall teceive eveiy assistance and sutcoui whith tiny 
may want 

Article 11 To procuie for my seivice foui founders of hi ass, and four foundeis 
of iron cannon, four papei-makers, twelve manufacturers of glass, in different 
branches of the manufacture, two naval engineer, and two good ship buildeis 
Given in my palace of Seiingapatam, under my signatuie, and that of my pnme 
min ist er, vith the seal of State affixed, the 20th July, 1798 

Tippoo Sui TAUN 


[The following letter comprize a pul only of the voluminous eoues- 
pondence between, the late Tippoo Sultaun and the couit and agents of 
Zemaun Shah, found in the palace of Senngapataui This coi i espondence, 
it appears, commenced befoie the war between Tippoo Sultaun and the 
English, which terminated m 1792, and the same ambitious and hostile 
views against the English power in India have mtubed it, from its com¬ 
mencement to its dose 

The present series commences with the deputation of two ambassador, 
on the part of the Sultaun, to Zemaun Shah, in the vent 1/96, foi the 
ei.pi ess purpose of encouiugmg that pnncc to piosecutc Ins design of in¬ 
vading Hmdostan, mid to foim a plan of co-opeiation foi the subvcision of 
the Butish power in India Many letters belonging to this senes me omitted, 
because they weie thought unnecessaiy to elucidate the Sultaun news, so 
completely developed by those which me now printed ] 

No XV 

Tianslation of a paper entitled Pioposition to Ins Majesty Zemaun Shah* 

The imbecility and ruinous condition of the kingdom of Delhi, me moie 
obvious than the sun As, therefoie, Delhi, which is one of the beats of 
government of the Mahomedan faith, has been i educed to this state of rum, 
bo that the infidels altogethei prevail, it is become piopcr and incumbent 
upon the leaders of the faithful, that uniting together, they exterminate 
the infidels 

I am veiy desnous of engaging m this pursuit, but theie are three sects 

* This appears to be a memorandum of a plan of co-opeution between 
Tippoo Sultaun and Zemaun Sbah, which the ambassador of the former 
were instiucted to propose to the latter 
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of infidels m the way of it, anil although, when we are united, there is little 
pi omul foi apprehension, >ct the union of the followers of the faith is ne- 
ccssai v If that oinament of the tin one, tlut conquei or of kingdoms, 
should adopt (one of) two plans for effecting this, it will tend to the glory 
of the faith One of them is as follows 
That your Majesty should leiuani in vom capital, and send one of 
your noblemen, in whom you have confidence, to Delhi, with an aimy, 
that this person, on his, urnval tlieie, should make the nccessaty anange- 
liients, and, iftci deposing the inliim lung, who has reduced the faith to 
this slate ot weakness, select fiom among the lanuly some one properly 
qualified for the government lie should remain one vcai, foi the puipose 
of settling the countiy , and, taking with him the chiefs of the country 
who are Rajpoots and others, direct his standaid tovvnids the Deccan, so 
that the Biahmins and othcis on the loul may come fonvaid and present 
themselves to lnm Whilst I, fiom this quaiter, with the aid of God, will 
raise the standaid of holy war, and make the infidels how down nudci the 
flwoul of the faith , after these shall have been sauiliced to the swoid, and 
no longer exist, the lemaming infidels will be nothing, afterwards, the 
settlement of the Deccan may be concluded in any niannei which shall he 
mutually agreed upon * 

The second plan is this 

If none of ymn Majesty’s noblemen should he Biifliciently m your con- 
fidenie, 01 equal to the undertaking, and it youi Majesty should lie entnely 
at ease with lespcct to the state of youi country and government, it is pro¬ 
posed that you should in person pioceed to Delhi, and, having made the 
necessary anungeinents tlieie, establish one of your eonhdentuil servants 
in the olhee of the Viziei (ti; Minister) and icturn to youi owu capital 
The person who may he selected for the ofhee of Vi/ier, must he a man of 
address and euterpnze, that, remaining a twelvemonth with Ins army at 
Delhi, he may ho able to bring under subjection the chiefs of the neigh¬ 
bouring count! y The second year your Majesty should also send from 
yom capital a small army as a i enforcement, so that the Vuier appointed 
by you, as above-mentioned, may proceed with the chiefs of Hindostan 
towards the Deccan. Should those infidel Biahmins ducct then ponci to 
that quarter, by the grace of God the hand 1 * of the hei oes of the faith in 
this pai t of the world shall he raised foi their chastisement Altci their 
extupation, it will he proper to cn|om the Vi/iei acting on your Majesty’s 
part, to fix upon a place of ienilc4vous, and tlieie to meet me, that the 
piopet means may lie adopted foi the settlement of the countiy 

You are to make a proposition to his Majesty to the above effect, and 
to request him to determine upon whichever ot the two plans he may 
prefei, and then furnish you with a written engagement accordingly, undei 
lus Majesty’s lund and seal, adding, that lfhisMajesty will be pleased to give 
both of you permission, and have the goodness to send a confidential person 

* These propositions demonstrate most forcibly the dangei that menaced 
our possessions in India, from the state in which the Empeior Shah Au- 
lum was retained by the Muhrattas —[Ei> ] 

VOL. V b 
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with you, you will repau to the piesenco of join Sovereign, and having 
also obtained hom bun m engagement m writing, cones pond in" 1 with the 
instiument above alluded to, vou will letmn with the confidential pusnn 
above-mentioned to the presence of his Majesty But that, should his 
Majesty debu e one of you to remain with him. one of you will continue m 
attendance accordingly, and the other will proceed with Inn Majesty's 
confidential servant to the Dcecan, and return with the writing fiom 
thence to the presence of his Majesty 

(A true tianslation ) N B EDMONsroNB, 

P T to the Government 

No XVI 

Ti anslation of the draft of a Lettei fi om Tippoo Sultnun to Zemaun Shah 

[The letter commences with an invocation to the Deity, and to Maho¬ 
med, &c as usual m the conc3pondcncc of pci sons ol the ianh of 5Jo- 
maun Shah and Tippoo Sultaun As the idiom of the English lingungc 
will not admit of an adequate tianslation of the liquutiic expulsions 
used upon these occasions, and as it is not in any dcqiee essential to nisei t 
them, they are wholly omitted foi the same mason, the coinphuuntaiy 
titles and designations applied to Zemaun Shah throughout the lettei, aie 
for the most pait left out in the tianslation ] 

Thanks to God, that at this happy time I have the satisfaction to hear 
that your Majesty, the ornament of the tluone, the promoter of ldigion, 
thedestioyei of heicticsand oppiessors, &c employs youi whole tunc, 
and exerts every faculty, in suppoit of tho enlightened religion, and is 
wholly devoted to its cause The report of your Majesty’s piety, justice, 
religious ^eal, and courage so giateful to the feelings of all the followers 
of the faith, and especially to me, has uffuidcd me inc\pies6iblc |oy and 
satisfaction m leturn foi this, neai anjnmdicd thousand of the follow¬ 
ers of the faith, nay moie, assemble every Fnday, tho sabbath of the 
Musselmans, m the two mosques of the capital, called the Aulah and the 
Askah Mosque , and after the presenhed foi ms of pravci, supplicate the 
Bestower of all things, accoiding to the woids of scnpluie, “ Giant thy 
aid, 0 God, to those who aid the religion of Mohommud, and let us be 
of that number at the last day destroy those, 0 God, who would destzoy 
the religion of Mohommud, and let not us be of then uumbei at the lust 
day,” and pray that the Almighty will lendei joui Majesty, who is the 
suppoi ter of the faith, and all its followers, victorious and successful ovei 
their enemies I confidently tiust, that the Almighty, in confoimily to 
his holy word, “Hewho prayelh unto me, his piayei shall be granted,” will 
listen to their supplication, and lender youi Majesty, who is the defender of 
the faith, and one of its brigheBt ornaments, successful and victorious 
Youi Majesty must doubtless have been infoimed, that my exalted ambi¬ 
tion has for its object a holy war The fruit of this just design lias been, that 
in. the midst of this land of heietics, the Almighty protects this tract of 
Mohommedan dominion like the ark of Noah, and cuts short the extended 
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■aim of the abandoned heretic The rcpoit ot youi Majesty's zeal and 
piety lendei me, and all the follow'd s ot the faith, most anxious to open a 
peisonal and dncct communication of sentiments with vour Majesty, but 
the obstacles to this are fully appnient to youi Majesty, and theicfoic, 
upon the punciplc (us laid down in the law) that it ib sufficient that two 
persons should have the honoui to see the ue\y moon,* in oitlei to esta¬ 
blish its actual appeal aiice, the lcbpccted Men llubliccb Oolla, and Mccr 
Mohunimud Re/za, who ait among the highest in innh in the Ivliooda- 
daud bncai, and aic noithy ot admibbion to the piescntc, arc now sent 
as ambasbadois to voui Majesty's Imperial Couit with lcttcis (which, 
accoiding to the saving, “ a lcttci is hall a meeting,” may he consideied 
as an invaluable substitute foi peisoual coinnuinication,) in oidei that I 
may be giatificd, not only by obtaining accounts of youi Majesty’s pios- 
penty, buccebs, and gloiy, but enjoy the pleasuie of seeing youi Majesty 
as it were by substitution , and that the foundations ol fiicndslup and 
attachment, which arc productive of benefits, bothspintuol and tempoial, 
may be stiengtbened and improved, and also, that the poisons above- 
mentioned may have the honoui to lepresent to youi Majesty iny senti¬ 
ments upon some important suhjcetb, and the ciicumstauces of the 
enfeebled condition of the faith in the legions of Ilimlostan, winch I lia\c 
entiustcd to then veilml communication But besides tins I would pio- 
pose, if it meets youi Majesty’s appiolmtiou, that two poisons of lank 
may constantly lcsulc at youi Majesty’s couit, to be the channel of cor- 
lcspondence, and the means of linpioving mutual harmony and attach¬ 
ment 

Undei the sacieil exhortation, “Bestowpresents among one anothci,” 
I beg leave to send, by the peisons above-mentioned, a few of the ai tides 
of this countiy, as is due among those who are connected by the tics ot 
religion I confidently trust that your Majesty will gratify me by accep¬ 
ting them, and honour the ainbassadois by admitting them to the pi event e, 
and by healing wdiat has been entrusted to then veibdl communication, 
and that you will despatch them back again to this (juaitei with the 
utmost expedition [Here follows a list of the piesents ] 

(A true Translation ) N B Edmonsione, 

P T to the Government 


* The Mahomcdan months aic lunai, and then commencement res¬ 
pectively depends upon tho a< tual appearance of the moon’s first quaiter 
As the inteivcutioii of clouds or vapouis often obscuics the moon at one 
place when it is visible at anotliei, the evidence ot any tw r o peisons, de¬ 
claring that they have seen it, is deemed sulhoieut to establish the fact of 
its appearance, and the fust day of the month (01 moon) is assumed accoi- 
dmgly Should the moon, however, not be been bcfoie the dlst of the 
month, the following day is considered as the fust of the ensuing It is 
a common practice among the Mussulman of high rank, to solute the 
appearance of the new moon by cannon, and to smid to edch othei con¬ 
gratulatory messages upon the occasion, hence the figurative allusion in 
the text will be easily understood —[Ed ] 
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No xvir 


Translation of the it aft of a Lettei from Tippoo Svltaun to Zemaun Shah, 
dated the *]th of Shabaun, 1211 Hedgeree, 01 6th Ft binary 17 l l7 

[After the usual address and cxoidium, as adveitcd to m No lfi, the 
lettex pioceeds as follows ] 

By the favour of God, youi Majesty, the ornament of the tin one of 
power and greatness, haa for the most paxt oe< upied your tune in extend¬ 
ing the religion of the prophet, in dcbti oving the foundation of heresy 
and infidelity, and in establishing the basis of the tme faith , and conti¬ 
nues so to do The fame of these has amply pci vadcd the w oi Id These 
cncumbtances, which are as well known fiom east to west as the sun in 
the centre of the heavens, suggested to my mind that, agiceably to the 
command of God and his apostle, dcchued in these woids “ Slav the 
divisor of the Godhead,” we should unite in canymg on the holy wai 
against the infidels, and free the legion ot liindostan lroin the contami¬ 
nation of the enemies of om leligion The followeis ol tin* faith m these 
teintories, always assembling at a select time on Fridays, oftei up tlicir 
players in the words—“Oli God, slay the infidels who have closed tliy 
way 1 Let their sms letuin upon then own heads, with the punishment 
that is due to them 

I tiust that Almighty God, foi the sake of his beloved, will accept their 
prayeis, and, through the ment of a holy cause, piosper oui mutual c\- 
eitions to that end And, thiough the influence of the words, “Thine 
armies shall conquei,” will lendei us victorious and succcssiul Though 
the aid of the Gwei of all victoiy, in lewardof my mentonous resolution 
topiosecute a holy wai (which is the propel end and object of life to 
those who adoin the thione of leligion and dominion) I have ever been 
happy in the fiuits of has unbounded goodness, and have continued bafe 
under the divine protection, aud still remain so Thcpioolol this is, 
that the dominion of the Khoodadaud bnun, which is surrounded by 
infidels, has stood aloof, like the aik ot Noah, keeping the enemies ot the 
faithful in effectual check The words ot scripture, “iinpunty and 
punty die not equal, howevei the pievalcnce of the former may excite 
astonishment,” aie hereby verified 

Prior to this, two respectable Syuds, Mcei Hubbeeb-oolla and Mecr 
Ghoolaum Rezza, weie deputed to youi Majesty on the pait of the Ivhoo- 
dadaud Sucar, by sea, with thfe utmost expedition, through the guidance 
of the Almighty, they will have the honour of paying then respects to 
your Majesty, and will repieseut the points which have been entrusted to 
their veibal communication , your Majesty will also leocive detailed 
accounts from youi Majesty’s agent Ghoolaum Mohumniud Khann, of 
affaus to the south aud east, and also the cn cum stances of tins quarter 
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May the sun of dignity and bplendoui rise from the horizon ot success 
and glory 1 

(A true translation ) 

N B Edmonstone, 

P 1 to the Government ' 


No XVIII 

Tianilation of an oiigmal Letlti from Zemaun Shah to 'Ihppoo Sultaun 

[After the customaiy invocation to the Deity and the prophet, &c and 
a figurative address to the Sultaun, the lcttei proceeds as follows ] 

Your letter, replete with sentiments of fncndship and legard, express¬ 
ing your solicitude for the propagation ol the faith, and the e\tnpation 
of the abandoned meligious infidels, informing us that in the mosques, 
after the conclusion of public worship, supplications are made at the 
throne of grace for the encrease of our dominion, and the success of our 
triumphant banners, lefernng us for a furthci exposition of your senti¬ 
ments to the verbal explanation of youi ambassadois Svcd Huhbcchoollah 
and Syed Mohuramud Re/za, signifying that you had sent a few piebents 
by the ambassadors, lequcsting that two peisons of youi Siriar might 
reside at our court, and stating other particular of ft lcndslup, ai rived 
in a most auspicious season, and added new aidoui to oui mutual 
friendship 

As the object of your well-diicctcd mind is the destruction of the in¬ 
fidels and the extension of the faith of the piophet, please God, we shall 
soon match with oui conquering anny to wage war with the infidels and 
polytheists, and to free those regions fiom the contamination of these 
shameless tribes with the edge of the swoid, so that the inhabitants of 
those legions may be restQied to comfort and repose Be thercfoie per¬ 
fectly satisfied m this respect 

With regai d to your request for deputing two persons to reside at our 
court, with a view to stiengthen the ties of friendship, we have to 
express our acquiescence 

We have sent a few articles hereunder mentioned, as a memorial of our 
regard, by your ambassadors, who have explained to us the message with 
which you had commissioned them 

Continue to giatify us, by communicating to us by letters your situa¬ 
tion and sentiments, 

[Here follows a list of dresses, &c sent as presents ] 

(A true Translation) 

N B Edmonstone, 

P T. to the Government 
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No XIX 

T) anslation of the di aft of a Lettu p om the latt Tippoo Sultaun to Ztmaun 
Shah, dated the 24lh of Rehmauny of the yea i Sin da ah 1226 fiom t/u 
hnth of Mohunmud, answer mij to thi 2 ,\id or Shuohaun 121 I IJulju'c 
(corresponding with the 30 th of January 170*1 ) 

[The exoulium, consisting of the usual invocation to the Dcitt and 
the piophet, hit together with the figui alive titles and designations ud- 
di eased to Zemaun Shah, are omitted ] 

Youi Majesty’s giacious leltei, m lcply to my fnendly addichs, and 
which was biouglit by Syud Ilubbceb-oollah and Syud Mohommud Re//a, 
the ambassadois of the Kboodadaud Sncai, has been lcccivcd—lius given 
enciease to friendship, and augmented the somccs ot jov and satisfaction 
Youi Majesty was pleased to wute, that as it was the object of youi ninld 
to ciush the nihdcls and to piopagate the ichgion ol Molimnnmd, please. 
God, your Majesty would soon piocccd with a concluding aimv to pio- 
■secute a holy war against the infidels, polj theists, and hen tics and fire 
theieligion of these legions fiom the contamination ot those shameless 
tribes, that the piofanation of polytheism should be done away by the 
exeitions of the relentless swoid, and leposc und happiness be restoicd 
to the inhabitants of this countiy, and dean mg that I would set my mind 
at ease upon eveiy point This has been fully undci stood, and I have also 
been informed woid by woid of what youi Majesty was pleased to con¬ 
fide to the veibal communication ot the ambassadors, all which uflouled 
me boundless satisfaction 

It is my hope and my player to the Almighty, that the oppressions of 
the infidels and polytheists may he destioyed, by the avenging sword ot 
those who have been selected by God to exeicisc dominion, and of vvar- 
nors in the field of conquest, and that these legions may ucqunc pros- 
pezity and splendour, by maintaining the cause ot ichgion 
At this time, the English having lcceivcd intimation ot the arrival of 
the ambassadois of the Sueur at youi Ilighncsb’s coml, and of the firm 
connection established between the two States, have taken umbrage, mid 
in concert with the infidels and the tuibulent, token up arms agauiht me,* 
and they have wntten,f that they entertain the design to subvert the reli- 


* In Ins letters to Fiance Tippoo Sultauu asenbes the hostile prepara¬ 
tions of the Butish Government, to ln& connection with the Flench 
f It appeals fiomtlie testimony of Ilubhceb-oolluh, the late Tippoo 
Sultaun’s head monshee, that this assertion is founded cm the parage at 
the close of the 4th paiagiaph of the Right Iloimmable the Govermir- 
Geneial’s lettei to Tippoo Sultaun, of the 8th of November 17‘JH ,* which 
pomts outs to the Sultaun, the daugcis to which lie will expose his autho- 
nty, the tianqmllity of Ins dominions, the prospeuty of lus government. 


* See Yol I ot these Despatches page 326 
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giou of Islaum, "many aie tlicvvoids tlut piocecd tiom then lips, but 
their woids aie nought hut lies” Please God, they shall become food 
foi the unielentmg swoid of the pious waniois, "evil designs return 
upon the heads of the inventols ” We aie Inborn ets m the wav ot the 
Lord, and obedient to the command ot God We have no support, but 
the aid of the king of the vvoild, who is great and powcitul, and the 
true apostle, the head of the tme icligioii, the destiovei ot tormer 
abominations Pldcnig iny dependence upon those tulim>^ ot piy, " olten 
doth God pci nut the nifenoi numbei to meipowei the supiuoi ” I am 
piepaied to exeit the uicigics ot my uund and ot my faculties, inwardly 
and outwaidly, to eauy oil a holy wai Aguealily to the command of 
God, believing it a duty of icligion to communicate aftans ot gieat nn- 
poitanee, when the intci csts of icligion me one and the same, the Syuds 
before-mentioned, aie now a second tune despatched to your Majesty’s 
court, foi the purpose of lepicsentmg all ciicumstanccs iullv and pei- 
sonally, and fioin them, youi Majesty will be amply informed ot eveiy 
thing Impelled by a solicitude for the defence of icligion, which is 
incumbent upon all the punccs of Islaum to feel, let youi Majesty display 
youi grateful endeavours, both by word and deed, to lcpcl these aban¬ 
doned infidels " God will aid the pule of heait and pious ” 

(A tiueTianslation ) 

N B Edmonstone, 

P T to the Government 


and the peimancnce of lus religion, by Ins connection with the Fiench 
Although Ilublicch-oolah and Mcei Saudich pointed out to the Sultaun, 
and pioved by vanous aiguments, that the passage m question wa 9 
applicable only to the views of the Fiench, yet anxious to avail himself 
of even this shadow of a pretext to justify his lancour, he continued 
to maintain his own constiuction of the passage, and persisted m his 
resolution to mscit this gioss calumny in Ins lettcis to Zemaun Shah, 
to the Giaud Scignioi, and otlieis The numerous instances of the Sul- 
taun’s duplicity, and virulent animosity against the English, leave no room 
for suiprwe at Ins vvillul petveision of tins passage A copy of the 
Governor-Genci al’s lettei m question, was communicated to his Highness 
the Nivam, who, us a Mussulman, cannot be supposed to have obseived 
with indifference, a declaiutron, pointing equally to the dcsti action of 
his powei, as to that of Tippoo Sultaun , Ins Highness, however, cx- 
piessed Ins highest approbation of the whole of the Govcruor-General’s 
letter of the 8th Novcmbci 1798 — [Ed ] 
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[The following Memoiandum is written in the first leaf of the hook which 
contains the original of this Translation ] 

“ In this hook are entered the drafts of the letters which were written 
to the Grand Seignior, Zemaun Shah, King of Calnil, and Fntteh Alii 
Khaun, King of Eeraun, under date the 4th of Ram/aun 1213 of the 
Hedjree,” ( answenng to the 1 Oth of Febiuary, 1799 ) 

Tianslation of the Draft of a Letter pom Tippoo Sultaun to the 
Grand Seigmoi 

In the Name of the Most Meiciful God 1 

[After the customary invocation to the Deity and the Piophet, and a 

senes of pompous titles, addiessed to the Ginnd Seignioi, the letter 

proceeds as follows ] 

Your Highness's august Iettci,* written on the lltli of Rubhcc oossaunec 
1213 of the Hedjree (annoering to the 2 3d Septcmbn, 1798) which was 
conveyed through the English,f honouied ine by its gracious airn.il, was 
the means of gloiy and distinction, and the productive soiuce of boundless 
favour Its contents added strength and firmness to the foundations of 
union and attachment, and its gracious expressions gave stability to the 
fabric of friendship 

With respect to what youi Highness wiote, of the invasion of the vene¬ 
rated land of Egypt by the devoted French, by treachery and deceit, not¬ 
withstanding the observance of long subsisting friendship on the part of 
youi Highness The objects of that irreligious, tmbulent people, the 
determination of the Ottoman Poite to employ the most vigorous mea¬ 
sures to lepel that lebplhous race, of my assisting and joining my brethren 
Musselmans m the geneial cause of religion, and defending the regions of 
Hmdostan fiom the machinations of this enemy, that I ivould communi¬ 
cate to your Highness whatevei subject of complaint I might have against 
the English, when, by the aid of God and youi Highness's good offices, 
those complaints should be removed to my satisfaction, and the grounds 
of opposition and estiaugement be exchanged foi the desirable objects of 
harmony and union This, which you Highness did me the honour to 
write, has been understood 

By the favour of God, and the benevolence of the prophet, all the 


* Tippoo Sultaun transmitted to the Govemui-Generul, a letter ad¬ 
dressed to the Giand Seigmoi (vide the correspondence between Tippoo 
Sultaun and the Governor-General)—pretending that it contained the whole 
of his reply to the letter from the Giand Seignior It uppeurs from the 
above that Tippoo Sultaun had pmafelv despatched tins virulent in¬ 
vective against the British Nation to Constantinople, bv ninbas^idois ex- 
tiaoidmary 

f Over tins vvoid is wntton, “ Jhr Govunoi of Maduts ” 
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followers ol tlie faith hold fiatermty m religion paituularly the exalted 
Ottoman State and the Khoodadaud Sirkar (between which, lcgaid and 
attachment are established filmly as columns, and of which friendship and 
union, repeated tokens have been interchanged) are aiding and assisting 
each other As this laboniei in the waj of the Lord, is a brothci in the 
faith, is obedient to youi Highness’s all powerful will, and does not «on- 
ceive any difference to exist between us, I beg you will communicate to 
me wbat yoiu Highness’s exalted mind conceives will be conducive to 
the welfare and inteiests of the follow eis ot the faith As the Trench 
have made themselves youi Highness’s enemies, they have made them¬ 
selves so to all the followers of the Faith—God is the piotectoi and de¬ 
fender of the land of Hindostin, next to him, this suppliant at the 
Almighty Throne, does not and will not neglect the defeme and seivicc 
of the people I am fully confident that jour Highness will be disposed 
to afford youi assistance and suppoit, in all matters, to us Labourers All 
Hindostau is over-iun with infidels and polytheists, excepting the domi¬ 
nions of the Khoodadaud Sirkar, which like the Ark of Noah are safe 
under the piotection and bounteous aid of God It is my hope, fiom the 
supreme king of kings, that as at the appearance of a second Adam, the 
religion of Islaum will obtain exclusive pievalence over the whole country 
of Hmdostan, and that all the sinful heretics will with the utmost case 
become the piev of the swoids of the combntauts in the cause of leligion 
Be it known to those who stand at the foot of the unpeiial tin one, that 
the tieacheiy, deceit, and supiemacy of the cluistians m the legions of 
Hmdostan, arc bejond the power of expression A summary elucidation 
of this, will be found as follows 

A person, by name Da-ood Khaim, an Afghaun, was appointed to the 
Soobadarry of Aicot, on the pait of the Emperor of Delhi About that 
tune, the French and English, each watli one of their detested ships, and 
and a few Ivaufcis ( Infidels) on boaid, came to the coast, expiessly for the 
purpose of trade, bringing with them some of the products of their 
country, such as knives, scissors, needles, china and glaBs-vwtre, for sale 
After presenting several ai tides to the deluded Soobadar, as a Nuzzer (or 
offetmg, taipicssive oj ludmisswn) they requested the grant of a spot of 
ground, sufficient for a single house, for their residence, m order that 
they might import the products of Europe, paving the proper duties, and 
there remain with a dozen of their people The Soobadai complied with 
their request, and there the English i esided for some tune 

It happened, that the exalted Firmaun of Behaudur Shall, Son of 
Aulumgeer, Emperor of Shnhjclmun-aliaud ( Delhi ) addressed to Da-ood 
Khaun, arrived, dnacting him to leave a truBty Dewan {.Manager) inArcot, 
and repan him6clt to the presence In conformity to the Emperor’s sum¬ 
mons, Da-ood Khaun repaired to Delhi, leaving Saadut-oolla Khaun as 
his deputy Owing to the negligence and folly of the ministers at Delhi, 
Saadut-oolla Khaun became a traitor, and usurped the dominion of the 
country About that period, the English and the French applied to the 
Soobadar for the giant of a little ground round about their houses, to 
which the Soobadar, from his want of foiesight, and from his innate follv. 
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consented, and auouhnglv gumtod them the ground which tliev asked 
Aftei tins, both thca* nitiim-. oiei ted small foils, mid stationed about a 
liundied men to giuu->on them, (vmm) “ V hole u mimtiv is abandoned 
by its prince, eveiy village bcuums i pnnup.iht\ " 1 lie r< lations and 

follow ei s ot Saaout-oolla hluuii, ia<.li loth possession ot 'laalooks (i/«- 
tncts) nnd electing foitresses, e&lablisind their abode U the same 
tune, llie Fiendi and English, taking with them some ot tlu jnodiuts of 
Europe, icpaucd to the distuctg of the udations and follow e is of Sandut* 
oolla Khaun, and contiactcd friendship with them, nnd under tins cover, 
obtaining a complete nought into their tharactuis, then mode ot living, 
the stiuctuie of their forts, the administration of their territories, and 
the condition of their foices, they enlci tamed fiom fom to five hundred 
men of tlint country and waited their opportunity In the mean tune 
Saadut-oolla Khaun died Attci Ins death Ins 1 elutions and udlieicntH, 
who weie veiy numeious, qnanellcd among themselves, and one of them, 
by the name of Sufdei Alii Khaun, entued into an intrigue with the in¬ 
fidels of Pooiiali, and soluitcd nnlitaiy sntcouis Agiieablvto his re¬ 
quest, an aimy of the Pooiiali infidels, consisting of ,50,000 hoi sc, under 
the command of Rugglioo Futteli Sing, invaded the piovinccot Arcot, 
where Sufdei Alh Khaun suffeied his fathci Alh Doast Khiun to Ik* skim 
ra battle by the infidels of Poomili Aitei this, these infidels seeing the 
dissensions which pi evaded amongst the adheienta and lelaLions ol hufder 
Alii Khaun, plundeied all the inhabitants of that country, without tliscn- 
mmationof friend 01 foe, earned oft a bundled thousand men and women 
prisoners to tlieir own countiv, and sold them to slaveiy they also took 
pribonei Hoossain Doast Khaun, known by the name of Chundti Kliuun, 
who was the husband of Sufdei Alh Khaim’s sister, and earned him to 
Poonah In the mean tune, JVJoitiza Khaun, the govcrnoi of Vellore, 
and husband of auothei sistei of Sufder Alh Klmun, enticed the latter 
to bis house, and put lam to death Alter this event, Ni/um-ool Mool 
the Vizier of Delhi, who had made lmnself master of the Deccan, arrived 
in the province of Aieot, and appointing Auwai-oodcen Khuuu, Sioohadaur 
of that province, on his own part gave in charge to him the two infant 
sons of the kite Sufder Alh Khaun, with injunctions to piotcct and edu¬ 
cate them, and then returned to the Deccan Aftei this, Anvvar-oo-deen 
Khaun incited the Afgliauns to inurdei one ot the cliildien A slioit time 
after, Chunda Khaun, who was in confinement at Foonab, bulling the 
infidels with a sum of money, obtained his release, and arrived in the pro¬ 
vince of Arcot, whence he pioceeded to Pondicherry, a factory belonging 
to the Fiench, where he took refuge, he there piocured a body of French 
troops, with which he marched against Anwar-oa-deen Khaun, with a 
view to ieduce the piovmce of Arcot In the mean time, Aiivvai-on-decn 
Khaun sought the assistance of the English, who then held a factory at 
Gheenaputtun, ( Madias ) Accordingly the English joined him with a 
body of troops In proof of the words *' He who afforded assistance to 
the oppressoi, shall fall under subjection to the very man he assisted,”— 
both these peisons becoming the objects of the divine anger, sought 
assistance from these two infidel tubes, and pioccedcd to hostilities It 
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was ao decieed, howevei, that Anuai-oo-decn Khaim fell hy the hand ol 
Hoossain Doast Khaun Aftei this, Mohuimmul Alii Khaim, sonofAnwai- 
oo-deen Khaun, giving up both hia woildly and spmtnal concerns, to the 
dnection of the English, and making them Ins protectors, prepaicd fol 
hostilities against Chunda Khaun In (Ik mean tune, ISi/ani-ool Moolk 
died, and was succeeded by his son Naussn Jung, wlnim Mohmninud 
Alii Klmun invited to join him but Itcioie lua anna], Naussn Jung’s 
nephew, Huliujet Mohec-oo-dccu Kliiun, fled with i small body ot tioups 
to Pondulieiiy, mid the Fiench collecting a foue which consisted ot about 
a thousand men ot then own nation, and about torn thousand sepoys, pio- 
ceeded with the tioops ot Ilidauvct Mohcc-oo-decn Khaun, against Naussn 
Jung, who joined with IVIohuinined Mil Klmun, atLer sustaining repeated 
engagements with the Fiench, laid siege to the foitiess of Gingec, which 
is situated on a hill, and was then in ihc possession ot the Fiench The 
latter entenng into a collusion with the Sndais of Naussir Jung’s anny, 
attached it m the night Aftei the alaini was given, Naussn Jung 
mounted his elephant, when a nun, named Beluudei Khaun, an Afghaun 
in liis service, had the baseness to hill him by a musket shot, and causing 
hia elephant to be driven close to that of Naussn Jung, cut oft his bead 
hud Btuck it on the point of a speai Upon tins event, the Fiench set up 
Hidauyet Moohee-oo deen Klumi as his succcisoi, and, accompanied bv 
ft hotly of then own tioops undei the command ot an ofluci uanud Bussy, 
dnected his maicli townids Ilydiabad In the couise of then inaich, they 
halted at the toitof Raychota, uhue the tiaitoi Bchaudei Kluun, and 
the French tioops commanded hy Bussy, ipiaricllcd about the division of 
the plundeied ticasuic and jewels, and an engagement took place, in 
which Bahaudei Khaun, and the other cuised Afghaun cluef, weic slam, 
and precipitated to liell Hidauyet Moliec-oo-dcen Khaun, also fell m 
this engagement hy a musket shot The Fiench then confeired the suc¬ 
cession on the woithless Snlibut Jung, second son of Nizaum-ool-moolk, 
and piocecded with him to Hyileiabad, whereby the whole of the Deccan 
may he said to have come under the uutliouty of the French at Hyderabad, 
The French clinstians (who amounted to neai 1,200 men) m a state of 
intoxication, in open day, entered the houses of the votaries of Islaum, 
and violated numbers of their women Many of the females of the nobles 
ripped up their own bellies, and threw themselves into wells Hence all 
the inhabitants of Hydeialmd conceived enmity against the Fiench 
In the mean time Nwam Alii Khaun, son of Ni/am-ool-moolk, im¬ 
prisoned his eldei brotlici Silaubut Jung, and established himself in his 
room A short time aftei wards, when the utmost disagreement had taken 
place between the people of Hyderabad and the French, the woithless 
Bussy marched from that city with his troops and returned to Pondicherry 
During these tiansactionB Mohummud Alii Khaun, m conjunction with 
the English, earned on the war against Chunda Khaun, who was cordially 
the fuend of the Fiench The ainnes of both the infidel nations contended 
for the province of Arcot, and after many battles and much bloodshed, 
the English and Mohummud Alii Khaun, having pledged their faith to 
him, and under that sanction made him then prisonei, put him to death. 
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and obtained possession ol the whole of the Aieot pumiKc, yielding a 
yearly levenue of near four ciores of rupees 

When the English had thus establishedtliemselvco m Arcot, they tinned 
their views to the conquest of Bengal To this end, with the same trea¬ 
chery and deceit which has been above desculied, they applied to the 
viceroy of Bengal also for a spot of ground , jand having obtained posses¬ 
sion of sufficient for a single house, they theie stationed then people as 
for the purposes of trade, and waited their oppoitumtv About tins time 
the viceioy of Bengal died, and contentions arose among lus children and 
lelations The English taking pait with the one, they subdued the other, 
and rendering that other entirely dependent upon them, obtained posses¬ 
sion of the whole dominion of Bengal, a territory consisting of foui Soo- 
bahs, and yielding an annual revenue of twenty crores of 1 upees Not far 
fiom thence is a place called Lucknow, the rulei of which was Mirza 
Amaum* ( Asiof-oo-Dowlah) son of Shudah-oo-Dowlah By intrigue and 
chicane with him, they (theEnglish) intruded themselves mto that country 
also What is more cvtraoi dinary is this lately Mirza Amaum sent mi 
ambassador to Zemaun Shall, the King of Cauhul This cuuimstaucc 
coming to the knowledge of the English ( Govemoi) General-f who resides 
at Calcutta, he proceeded thence on a visit to Mirza Amaum, und having 
leagued with the ministers of that country, caused Mirza Amaum to be 
poisoned, violated the chastity of lus widow, aud plundered his house of 
money and jewels, to the amount of twenty cit>res ot Rupees Through¬ 
out the territory of Bengal, whercvei there weie men of learning, science, 
and lank, the English have forcibly taken prisoners, wives and daughters, 
violated their chastity, aud earned them off to then own islands and coun¬ 
try , seizing the youths of the clasB of Syuds, J devotees, and learned men, 
and obliging them to eat the flesh of swine, proclaimed it by bcut of tom¬ 
tom § In the country of Bengal, and in all othei places where their au¬ 
thority prevail, they set up swine butcheis, and cause them to sell the 
flesh of hogs publicly in the streets and markets 

All this power and authonty hare the English acquired m the space of 
forty years 

About twenty years ago, timing the life-time of my late revered father 
Hyder Alii Kliaun, disputes occurring among the worthless Smlais of the 
Poonah infidels, Rogoo-nant Rao, the uncle of Nariain Rao, the head of 
the Poonah state, tieacherously murdered lus nephew Ihe tui Indent spirit 
of the chiefs, however, obliged him to seek refuge at Bombay, a place m 
the possession of the English 

The English, obtaining from him money and jewels to a laige amount, 


, T J[ 1S 18 ^ ie . n J me b y whlcl1 tbc tote Vizier Assof-oo-Dowlah was 
called duung the life-time of his father 

t Loid Teignmouth 

t The Syuds me those descended from the prophet 
beJtofdruT ° f dfUm Pl0d ‘ irnflt101 ” »rc usually made », India by 
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detached an aimy with Roggoonaut Rao for the 1 eduction of Poouah 
The Poonah mimsteis, deceitfully selected a child of two or thiee days old 
from their own class, proclaimed him as the genuine offspimg of the lnur- 
dcied Narrain Rao, and as the successor to the JVJusnud ( thione) and 
assembling an army, marched to oppose the English and Rogoonaut Rao 
Finding themselves unable to cope with the English, they repeatedly sent 
letters by ambassadors of lank to the presence of his late Highness (Hyder 
Alt) soliciting his assistance IIis Highness prudently consideung, that 
although it 18 declaied “Hcietics aie liupuie,” yet that it was mme ad¬ 
visable to affoid than refuse Ins assistance to the infidels belonging to the 
country (because the supiemaci of the English was the source of evil to 
all God’s creatures)—with a view to the aid of Poonah, marched to Ma¬ 
dras with a vast aimy Many engagements ensued, and many places fell, 
and Madias itself was neai being taken, when it pleased God that his 
Highness should end his days in that expedition, and he died m the vici¬ 
nity of Arcot After thia event, I continued the war, and after many 
victories, and the capture of numberless prisoners, the English sent their 
ambassadors, humbly, and by engagement and oath, to sue for peace 
Although I was not myself disposed to grant them peace, yet by the 
earnest advice of the nobles of the Khoodadaud Sirkar, I consented 
Four 01 five yews after, when ambassadms from the Khoodadaud Sirkar, 
arrived at the Sublime Porte , * and after rcpiesenting the sentiments of 
friendship, returned to the presence The English, receiving infoimation 
of this circumstance, with hearts inflamed, immediately conceived that all 
the tube of Islaum weie about to league together for their destruction 
They knew too, that they had given your Iliglmess proofs of their evil dis¬ 
position, and therefoie, uniting to themselves Nizam Alii Ifhaun, and the 
infidels of Poonah, they waged war against the Khoodadaud Sirkar for 
four years At length, neai a bundled thousand of the followeis of the 
faith, hail determined to slav their wives and families with, their own 
hands, and lushing upon the infidels, dunk the cup of martyrdom, and 
plunge the infidels into hell The counsellors, the Lords, and the re¬ 
spected sages of Islaum, all agreed that this attack upon the dominions of 
Khoodadaud Sirkar was in consequence of the deputation of ambassadors 
with letters to the Sublime Porte, and thei efore that it was advisable by 
any means to aciommodate matters for the piesent, to communicate to 
youi Highness all that occurred, and joined with your Higliness’s aid, 
proceed to exterminate the infidels I appioved the representation of my 
faithful servants, and suirendeiing three ciores and thirty lacs of rupees 
m treasure, and half iny countiy (which was all a dead loss to me) put an 
end to the contest 

The English having adopted a determined lesolution to subdue the 


* Tippoo Sultaun, m hia letters to the French, ascribes the enmity of 
the British power to his friendship for them, in letters to Zemaun Shah, 
he ascribes it to his having deputed ambassadors to that Pnnce, and here 
he imputes it to his delegation of an embassy to the Ottoman Poitc —[Ed J 
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wliole of Hindostan, md to subuit the Mussulman i<*luinn and Inning 
■united to themselves Ni/un Vlli Khaim, and the inlidi Is id Poonah, ha\t 
foi five yeais past been deviling the means , accmdinglv they have 1 vtely 
wntten m plain ami undisguised trims, that it is then intention to destroy 
the lehgion of Islaum — f< evil designs ictuin upon the Iliads ot the in¬ 
ventors” Hie infidels of Poouali, xn consequence ot tlu* disagicemonts 
prevailing among the mnnsteis at Dclln, have snhieited that iounti\, and 
having destroyed its houses, have elected then own temples on then mms 
—they have possessed tlicmsehes entnely of that kingdom, whilst a pom 
sightless individual of the loyal family of Delhi, whose servants put 
out his eyes, is seated m lus house m a state the most alijeit 1 lie 
resources of his maintenance me fi\cd fiom the sale of the fimts ot 
his gardens, and he is obliged to pay the price {of that mtmtrntinu) 
,by paying adulation to those treacheious infidels Neat five hundred 
thousand of the infidels of the distucl of Calicut, Nux/iualraiid, Zufteia- 
baud, and Ashrufabad, who weie wavering on the piccuicts ol obedience, 
have been conveited at dificicnt times Plane In to God, that the whole 
energy of the well-diicctcd mind of this lahourei in the wav ol the land, 
on whose forehead is engraved the motto “ r lhey diead not iht temfic day 
of judgment,” is continually exeitcd to suppoit the Religion ol Mulmm- 
mud Accoidmgly, having lately been informed ot the excessive commo¬ 
tions excited by the son of Abdool Wahaub* *i the neighbouilwod of 
Mecca the holy, I immediately adche&scd letteis to the supreme minister 
Yoosuf Viziei, to the Sheieef of Merca, and the seivants of the holy re¬ 
ceptacle {meaning the place at Medina whcie Mohnnmud is (mut'd) pur¬ 
porting, that it was my intention to send a consumable tone nndei the 
command of one of ray appioved sons, and debiting them to unite to me a 
particular aceouut of the situation of nlfam in that ijuartu For tin* 
illustrious Knaba is the object of veneration to the followeis of truth, and 
the ob]ect of the icgard of the All Poweilul, and to do sei vices tlieu unto 
ib productive of blessings, both in this woiltl and the woild to come 
The lespected and accomplished Syiuls, Syud Alii Mohuumiud uml 
Syud Modanr-oo-deen, aie now nominated and deputed with this friendly 
letter to lepresent vanouB points of gicat importance, and to communi¬ 
cate the sentiments of my mind, and with lnstiuctions to lemain in at¬ 
tendance on your Majesty dunng tluce yeais I tiust that they will he 
honoured by admission to your Iligline&s’h piesence, and have an opportu¬ 
nity of a personal conference, and of stating to you my sentiments, and 


* Abdool Wahanb, is the name of an enteipn/mg Mahnmmedan Seep, 
tic, who some years since established a new doctime, the foundation of 
which is, the abjuration of the signal honours which aie paid to Mohutn- 
mud His doctrine does not extend to a denial of the piopliet’s mission, 
but it places him in the condition mciely of a messenger of the word of 
God, possessing in himself no title to the adoration of mankind Tins tnau 
obtained very numerous proselytes, who tiaversed with him the countries 
of Syria, Arabia, and Egypt, propagating their tenets by the sword IIu 
son succeeded him — [Ed } 
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that then repiesentations will obtain full cicrtit with voui Eliglmc&'j May 
the victorioua ban neis ot I •damn be ever pie talent, and cveiy dace of 
heicfcy and mfideh be wiped away 1 

[A lettei to the same effect as the toi (.going, was also wntten to Zc- 
maun Shah, several alterations, hovvevei, which were neccssaiy to adapt 
the letter to the situation of Zcmaun Shah, aic insetted in the maigm of 
the draft ] 

(A tiue Translation ) 

N B Edmonstont, 

P T to the Government 


No XXI 

The Eail of Moi tuns* ton to Genual Hams, Lieut -Govanoi of Madias 

My DEAR Sir, Foit William, June 9th, 1/98 

Although I imagine that the enclosed pioclamation must 
have reached you, I think it most ldvisable to tiansmit a 
copy of it to you Tlieie seems to be so little doubt that 
the pioclamation leally was published at the Mauntius, that 
it must become a mattei of senous discussion between this 
Government and Tippoo how such a discussion may tcinu- 
nate it is utteily impossible to say Peihups the lesult of it 
may be, to piove that M Malaitic lias eviggeiated 01 wholly 
misrepiesented the intentions of Tippoo but on the other 
hand, if Tippoo should choose to avow the objects of his 
embassy to have been such as are described m the pioclama- 
tion, the consequences may be veiy senous, and may ulti¬ 
mately involve us in the calamity of wai I wish you to be 
appnzed of my appiehensions on this subject, and to pie- 
paie your mind for the possible event. You will theiefoie 
turn youi attention to the means of collecting a foice, if ne¬ 
cessity should unfortunately lequne it, but it is not my desne 
that you should pioceed to take any public steps towards the 
' assembling of the army, before you leceive some fuither in¬ 
timation from me In the intei val you will have the goodness 
to keep this communication absolutely seciet,j as the publi- 


* See Vol I Introd. 

f No individuals at Calcutta but Mr G H Barlow (then Secietary to 
Government and Mr, Edmonstone then Persian Translator) knew anything 
of the proceedings of the Governor-General, and I have now befoie me the 
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cation of it might be attended with great danger I piopose 
to send you a lettei to be font aided to Tippoo m the course 
of a few days, by the same expiess you will iecene my final 
decision upon the succession to the musnud ofTanjoie, - ' which 
has been leady foi despatch foi some days, and has only been 
delayed by the tianslation of my letteis to Ameci Smg and 
Seifogee I letuin you many thanks foi the lettei flow 
Majoi Agnew. I have been veiy diligently employed in en- 
deavounng to collect a supply of money foi the seivice ot 
youi government, and I hope to be able to foi waul a sum of 
eight 01 ten lacs of rupees to you in the coui sc of a month , 
my wish is to send you fifteen, but I doubt whethei I shall be 
able to piovide so laige a supply -j 

I have the honour, &c 

Mornington 


No XXII 

The Em l of Morning ton to Loid Clive, Governor of Madia'! 

My Lord, rort William, Octobei lltli, 179R 

I have the honoui to tiansmit to you a papei containing 
intelligence of a most extiaoidmaiy natuie,t but which I 
have eveiy leason to ciedit Youi Loidslnp may be assuied 
that I will, without delay, acquaint you with such suggestions 
as have ausen in my mind in consequence of this new featuie 
in oui situation In the meanwhile, howevei, I will not omit 
even this occasion of lenewmg my earnest hope that you will 
compel the suboidmate officeis at Madias to pioceed m for¬ 
warding youi militaiy piepaiations and the geneial arrange¬ 
ments for the defence of the Carnatic, with an alacnty pio- 
poitioned to your Lordship’s zeal for the public service. 
What has passed in the Guntooi Ciicar is a sinking pi oof of 


onginal copy of the depositions made by the mate and captain of a ship 
which had been at the Mauritius, who were pnvately examined by Lord 
Mornington and their examinations taken by Mr Barlow — [Ed ] 

* See Vol I and Tnnjore Supplement in tins Vol 
f Only a part of this letter was given in Vol I p 54 
X Referring to the landing of the French army in Egypt, and its medi¬ 
tated attack upon the British possessions m India —[Ed ] 
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the mischief which may bo occasioned by the indiffeience, 
negligence, 01 ill will of suboidinate depaitments of office 
It will be moie owing to oui good foitune than to any otliei 
cause if the whole of oui plans for the expulsion of the Fiench 
fiom Hydeiabad aic not flushated bj those who wcie em¬ 
ployed to execute them and this counteiaction is to be ap- 
piehended at a moment when those who conduct the councils 
of both governments aie animated by one spmt and united 
coidially m the same cause Yom Loidslup will not be sui- 
pnzed if, undei such cncumstances, I should be desnous that 
the enquny into the ongin of oui late embaiiassments in the 
Guntooi Cncar should be piosecuted with the utmost vigoui, 
and the delinquents, if any, should be convicted, and punished 
with a seventy, which shall teach cveiy suboidinate officei 
fiom one extiemity of this gieat empire to the othei, the 
duty of implicit and zealous obedience to the oideis of go¬ 
vernment. Such an example I feai is become nccessaiy, and 
it is pecuhaily incumbent on us to enfoice it at a moment 
when the piessuie of affaus m eveiy quaitei leaves us no 
piospect of safety without unity of authonty and piomptitude 
of execution 

I have the honoui to be, &c 

MoRNINtrfON. 


No. XXIII 

The Eatl oj Mommgton to Lord due 
(Pnv^te) 

My Lord, Fort William, N T ov 8th, 1798 

I have the honoui to enclose a lettei foi Tippoo Sultaun,* 
the impoitant natuie of which induces me to convey it to 
four Loidslup m this mannei, lather than through the oidi- 
iary channel of communication. Youi Loidslup will have 
he goodness to forwaid the lettei pnvately to Majoi Doveton 
ogether with the translation, and you will mstruct him to 
orwaid it to Seimgapalam without delay You will take the 
rouble to enjoin Majoi Doveton to obseive the strictest se- 


* See Vol I p 326 
c 


vol, v. 
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oiecy with regai d to the contents of this letter, and I am pei- 
suaded I need not point out to your Lordship the necessity 
of obseivmg the same caution at Madias When Tippoo’s 
answei shall amve at Foit St Geoige (youi Lordship will 
have duected Majoi Doveton to tiansnut it pmately to you) 
I lequest that you will open it foi youi own mtoimation It 
will be necessaiy to use gieat caution in selecting a poison 
on whose seciecy and discretion you can rely in the duty of 
tianslating Tippoo’s answei foi youi Lordship As soon as 
the translation shall have been made, I request you to loi- 
waid the original to me by express under a pnvate covei. 
Whatevei may.be the nature of Tippoo’s answer, 1 am pci- 
suaded your Loidship will see that it should not in any degree 
diveitus from the plain corn ^e of uigmg our wai-hhe pie- 
paiations with eveiy degiee of despatch. Your Lordship 
will lecollect that his language was ncvei moie amicable or 
pacific than during the period of the lesidence ol Ins ambas- 
sadois at the Isle of Fiance 

I lejoice to hear that youi battering tram is in motion I 
should be more at ease if I could think that your nulitaiy 
Board was as zealous and coidial m its disposition to second 
oui effoitsm the public seivice as we could wish But I am 
peisuaded your Loidship will soon piove to them and to all 
who indicate symptoms of icluctant obedience, that such 
management instead of altering the couise of public measures 
01 of accommodating then form m any degree to the notions 
of these lefractoiy seivants, will answei no other purpose 
than to expose themselves to the certainty ol censure, and 
to the risk of dismission 

I am peisuaded that the despatch of the 18th of June, 
1798, from England,* was satisfactory to youi Lordship. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington. 


* See Vol I p 61 
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Th( Em l oj Morning ton to Loitl Chiu 

Lord, Foit WiIImiu, 14tli Nov l/*i3 

The coidial expiessions of youi appiobation of the late 
measuies at Hydeiabaci, and the zealous nilcicst which you 
take m then piospeious issue confinn the impiessions of le- 
spect and esteem which my mteicouise with youi Loidslnp 
had aheady pioduced upon my mind, and satisfy me, that m 
you I shall always meet with an unqualified and lionouiahlc 
suppoit m the dischaige of my aiduous duties Youi Loid- 
ship may be assuied that no pait of my letters respecting the 
embanassments of the Guntooi detachment was m any degree 
intended to express the slightest abatement of my entnc con¬ 
fidence m youi anxious solicitude foi the success of my mea¬ 
suies, and in youi assiduous attention to the details of the 
public seivice Some of my letteis will have suggested to 
you the giounds of my appieliension that the instiumcnts 
employed undei youi government aie not as leady and willing 
as might be expected in such a cusis. On this subject I 
shall soon tiouble you moie fully, but I should be really un- 
happy, if the effect of any obseivation from me were to create 
a feeling of distress m a mind so framed as your Loidship’s, 
or were to beai the appearance of conveying any insinuation 
unfa\ oui able to the ciedit of a government, the honour and 
piospenty of which are inseparably umted with my own. I 
have not yet been able to enter so accurately into the consi- 
deiation of your letter m council on this subject, as to admit 
of my now giving a final opimon upon it, but within a few 
days you may lely on my opening my mind to your Lordship 
without leserve. 

I have the honoui to be, &c. 

Mornington. 
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No. XXV 

The Etnl oj Morning (on to /m iu lu'Ueney (it’ut i ill fn/wi 

Sir, FoitSt Geoigo, 18th 17'W 

Being chaiged with the geneuil superintendence of the 
mteiests of the Bntish nation m India, it is my duty to pro¬ 
vide effectual piotection against eveiy danger which may 
thi eaten then secuiity 

In the dischai ge of this duty I am concerned to find myself 
undei the necessity of troubling youi Excellency with a 
senous repiesentation of the unwuuntable pioceedmgs, not 
only of various persons piotected by the Danish llag atTian- 
quebai, but of a membei of the Government ovei which you 
pieside. 

The fictitious sea-passes w'hich have foi some tune past 
been obtained fiom your Excellence’s government foi the 
puipose of coveung the piopeity of the enemies of Gicat 
Butam, undei the mash of a fraudulent ncutiahty, and the 
infoimation which has been conveyed constantly and assidu¬ 
ously to the Fiench islands fiom Tianquebai, enabling the 
Fiench to molest oui conuncice and piotect their own, are 
cncumstances so notonous and so liijunous to eveiy pim- 
ciple of the law of nations, as to wan ant a stiong lemon- 
strance fiom the British Government But as I have leason 
to believe that these piactices have been conducted with such 
ait as to have frustrated eveiy effort of youi Excellency’s 
vigilance, I shall not at piesent tioublc you on this pint of 
the subject 

My present lepiesentation shall be confined to such trans¬ 
actions at Tianquebar, and to such conespondence carried 
on from thence, as tend to piovoke or to favoui dnect hos¬ 
tility against the Bntisli Government, and I shall endeavour 
to state my determination on these points in such a manner 
as to preclude all futuie discussion. 

The proclamation issued by the Goveinor-Gencral of the 
French islands m the month of January, 1798, was published 
m this countiy m the month of June, 1798. The existence 
of an offensive alliance between Tippoo Sultaun and the 
Fiench against the Bntisli Government in India was demon- 
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stinted by tli.it pi oclanution, and m consequence of so 
public an act of aggicwon, ionilunod with othei notonous 
ciicumstances of hostile piepaiation in Mvsoie, the Bntisli 
Government deemed it advisable to aim foi the pm pose of 
obtaining effectual piotection and senility against the de¬ 
signs of Tippoo Sultaun and of the Fiench These tians- 
actions could not possibly he unknown at Ti inquebai 

The Goveinoi-Gcneial of the Fiench Islands lulhllcd his 
engagements undei the alliance in question to the extent of 
the means which lie possessed , and when the ambassadois 
of Tippoo Sultaun returned to their inastci, they weic ac¬ 
companied liy a body of Ficnclnnen and otheis enlisted by 
the ambassadois m the Tsle of Fiance undei the tenns of JVI 
JMalai tic's pi oc laination, and foi the express purpose of aiding 
m a wai of aggiession against the Ihitish possessions These 
leciuits woie commanded byMcssis Dubuc and Chapuy 
The latter and his paity still continue with Tippoo Sultaun; 
but M Dubuc was <ent on a mission to Tianquebui, wdicre 
he arnvcd with othei Ficnclnnen m the month of August, 
179S 

For the present, I wave the complaint which might justly 
be m god ag must the conduct of the government of Tian- 
quebai m leceiving with public honours an avowed agent of 
Tippoo Sultaun and of the Fiench, at a period when those 
poweis had united m public prepai ations of hostility against 
the Bntish possessions, and when that agent was employed 
to forwaul the same objects 

It lb sufhcient to remaik, that M Dubuc was known to 
yotu government m the character of an agent of Tippoo Sul- 
tann, who had entered into the sciviee of that Pi nice undei 
the teims of his leccnt engagements with the Fiench, and 
foi the avowed puipose of pioniotmg the objects of an offen¬ 
sive alliance against the Bntish Government 

The conespondenee carried on by M Dubuc fiomTran- 
quebar with Tippoo Sultaun has been inteicepted, and I 
now enclose a pin t of it to your Excellency Yon will find 
(I trust with tile same sentiments of astonishment and indig¬ 
nation which these lettcis raised in my nnnd), that a member 
of your government is distinctly stated by the Fiencli agent 
of Tippoo Sultaun to have aided and abetted the system of 
correspondence and intrigue carried on by that agent, foi tlie 
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accomplishment of the declared objects of his mission That 
peison is the second govcmoi of Tianqaehar, whose name I 
undeistand to he M Lichtenstein 

I have the honom to transmit to yom Excellency the 011 - 
ginallettei to which I now advert the authenticity of this 
document is undeniable, and I am fully peisuaded that this 
cleai and mcontioveitible evidence of a flagiant violation of 
the neutiality winch M Lichtenstein was bound to obsoivcs 
will justify to youi Excellency and to the vvoild the i equisi- 
tions which I now pioceed to state to youi Excellency in 
unequivocal teims 

On this single giound of M Diibuc’s intercepted lettei, it 
is my duty and light to lequue that yom Excellency should 
take effectual and speedy measuies foi seeming the peison 
ofM Lichtenstein, the second gov einoi of Ti anquebar, and 
that you should by the fiist oppoitumty send him to Europe, 
in 01 dei that such enquny into his conduct may tlieie he in¬ 
stituted, as his Danish Majesty m his wisdom may tlunh 
piopei to dnect 

A denial of this just lequisition would amount to a positive 
violation of neutiality on the pait of the whole government of 
Tianquebai, and place them m the same picdicdincnt m 
which M Lichtenstein now stands, that of a declaicd enemy 
of the Butish nation I cannot suppose that youi Excel¬ 
lency can lefuse to lemove fiom the seat of your government, 
for the judgment of yom soveieign, a mctnbei of youi govern¬ 
ment convicted of having aided an agent of oui enemy in an 
attempt to piovide the means of attacking our possessions. 

The requisition which I have thus stated to your Excel¬ 
lency is fui thei justified by cn cumstances which compel me* 
to urge othei demands of a sinnlai natuic. 

Your Excellency does not lequire to be informed by mo 
that a dangeious conspuacy has lately been discovered at 
Tranquebai, or that the object of the conspirators was to 
aim a number of Frenchmen and Topasses at Pondicherry, 
and m concert with then adheients at Ti anquebar, and with 
such of the garrison of that place as could be seduced from 
then duty, either to join Tippoo Sultaun, should he enter the 
Carnatic, 01 if the British army should advance towards tin* 
frontier of Mysoie, to form a small aimy on the coast foi the 
purpose of offensive co-opei ation with that Piincc. 
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The copy of .ui intei ceptod letLei from a M Pignolet ic- 
sidmg at Tianquebai to Tippoo Sultaun has been aheady 
communicated to youi Excellent It deserves paiticulai 
attention, that M Dubuc publicly announced at Tianquebai, 
“ That lie had wntten to Tippoo Sultaun to demand that a 
body of not less than J 2000 lioise should be advanced towuds 
the coast ” And M Dubuc stated “ that this force would be 
undci Ins 01 deis.” 

This foicc was certainly intended for the puipose of foim- 
mg a 7 unction until the Ficncli at Pondicheny, and with the 
disaffected at Tranquebai. 

AIM Poillc\eit is named m M Dubuc’s letteis as being 
concerned m this design, and it appears that seveial other 
pei sons at Tranquebai cmbaihed in the same pioject, the 
danger which this conspiracy menaces to the secunty of those 
mteiests which it is my duty to defend, is too obvious to ic- 
qune explanation Youi Excellency will I doubt not concui 
with me in opinion, that the necessity of insisting on the le- 
moval of M Lichtenstein becomes moie uigent m propoition 
to the magnitude of that dangei , and I tiust you will also 
admit my right to uige the fuithcr demand, that you should 
immediately secure the pci sons of M Poillevcrt, of M Dubuc, 
and of all who accompanied the lad er fiom Seungapatam, 
M, Pignolet X undci stand is alieady in puson, wheie I must 
lequest you to detain him for the present 

My final request to youi Excellency is, that you will take 
the first oppoitumty of expelling from the Danish limits 
Messis Dubuc, Poillcveit, and Pignolet, witli then adhe¬ 
rents, and that you will for the futuie refuse the piotection 
of the Danish flag to any agent or emissary of Fiance oi of 
Tippoo Sultaun who may lepan to Tianquebai foi purposes 
hostile to the ILitisli Government. I lequest youi Excel¬ 
lency to understand that the i equisitions which I have made 
lcspecting Messrs. Lichtenstein, Dubuc, Poillevcit, and Pig¬ 
nolet, are considered by me to be founded m the pci feet and 
unalterable claim of secunty, which is the most important 
branch of the rights of nations. The settlement of Tian- 
quebar cannot expect to enjoy the advantages of neutrality, 
if its government shall afford protection to those who aie 
actually employed m providing the means and instruments of 
war against the Butish possessions To protect any mdrvi- 
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dual of this descnption is a foifeitnre of the ch.uactoi of 
neutiality , but to countenance piactices of the natrne which 
I have descubed m the peison of a memhei of the govern¬ 
ment, would amount to an overt act of the most aggi avated 
hostility 

Undei all these cncumstances I lely on youi Excellency’s 
acknowledged pi maples of justice and integrity, and on )oui 
regaid foi the faith and honoui of youi Sovcicign, that jou 
will immediately accede to the seveial demands stated in tlm 
lettei, apprizing youi Excellency at the same tune of my un- 
alteiabte opinion, that as these demands have not been made 
without full deliberation, to lecede fiom any part of them 
would be a sacnfice of the most saci ed obligations of my 
public duty 

I have the lionoui, &c 

Mornington 


No. XXVI 

The Bail of Mormngton to Lord Clue 
My dear Lord, Foit St George, 13th Febiuaiv, 1719 

The enclosed * will shew that the Sultaun is a little discom¬ 
posed You will obseive how entnely he has pen cried my 
letteis, endeavouiing to piovc that I had authorized him to 
send foi Majoi Doveton at his own will and pleasuie You 
will also lemark that when Ins Highness pleases, he can foi- 
waid a lettei i nfoin days fiom Senngapatam to Madras. 

Youis most faithfully, 

Mornington, 


No XXVIL 

William Palmer, Esq, Resident at the Peishwa’s Coint, to the Riqht 
Honoui able the Eail of Moi ninqton, IC P Govevnoi-General, <§r. 

My Lord, Poonali, Apnl 8, 1799. 

Rubah Gauwai, vakeel at this court, lias informed 
Moonshee Fuckeer ud Deen with whom he has long been 
on terms of great fnendship and confidence, that having en~ 


* See Vol I page 433 
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quuoil of Jalidoo Bauschai the state of affaus at Scmdiali’s 
Duibai, Bauschai communicated to him a plan conceited by 
the Peishwa and Scindiah to attack the Nizam, and even- 
tuallj to fonn an ilhance with Tippoo Sultaun. 

2 Jalidoo Bausclmi i elates that m puisuance of this plan, 
a foimal i acquisition uudei the signatuies of Baajy Rao 
Emiut Row and Chnnna appa was made toScmdiah to return 
to his cantonments That tin* 11101 c immediate puipose of 
Scindiali’s lesummg this position is to secuie the poison of 
Nanna, and when this object shall be effected the Peishwa 
and Scindiah aie to unite their foiees and invade the Na¬ 
bob’s dominions It is fuilhoi piovuled that it the Bntish 
Goveinmcnt shall engige m the 1 defence of his Highness m 
opposition to the meditated attack as is expected, a Mah- 
latta foiee shall he sent to the assistance of Tippoo 

3 I have no hesitation in giving cicdit to this mfoimation 
ns fai as it depends upon the chaiacteis and views of the 
pimcipals said to he engaged m the plan, hut I cannot obtain 
any satisfactmy account ol the motives which should induce 
Jalidoo Bauschai to disclose so mipoitant a seciet to the fnend 
of my Moonshee. Fuckeci ud Deen ascubes it to gratitude 
and attachment m the lattci, for services fonneily lendered 
to him by Rubali. 

4 Jalidoo Bausc hai is an old dependant of Baboo Khan 
Angiu, and possesses the entue confidence of both that 
chieftain and Seiinliah 

5 If on the one hand it m ly be doubted, that this man 
would be influenced by the motive assigned to so dangeious 
a confidence; it is on the othei difficult to ascribe any reason 
for Rubah’s fabiicatmg such a communication, and Baus- 
char’s relation is corroboiated by Shcsaudry Pundit, who has 
received similar mfoi mation from another quaitei as he has 
told Mecr Fuckcei ud Deen whom I sent to him puiposely 
to enquire. This testimony leceives additional weight from 
the circumstances of Tippoo’s vakeels having halted until this 
time, after the two successive marches which I informed your 
Lordship they had made, and which induced me to suppose, 
that they would prosecute their journey without fuither 
delay until Ranbah 

6. This shameful violation of the most solemn piomises 
lespectmg the departure of the Mysore vakeels, certain 
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mfoimation given to me of the Peisliwa having within these 
few days leceived a lettei fiom Seringapatam, and of an in¬ 
tercom se being still maintained between Ins agent Ragoo 
Pundit and the vakeels, mvpiessmg me with a conviction of 
his peifidious intention towaids his allies , I conceived it my 
indispensable duty to lemonstiate to him on these faithless 
pioceedmgs, and to declaie that I could no longei confide m 
his professions 01 designs and must m consequence of youi 
Loidship’s mstiuctions dnect the letuin of the Bombay 
detachment 

7 I have leceived a copy of your Loidship’s lettei of the 
22nd ultimo to Lieut -Colonel Little, I smceiely wish that 
the ships appointed to leceive his detachment may have 
found him below the Ghauts, but I am yet without intelli¬ 
gence of his situation, and I feai that lie must be m want of 
both money and piovisions, m these cncumstances I am not 
without suspicion of tieacheiy fiom this Duibai m my coi- 
lespondence with him 

8 The cases m which youi Loidship has enjoined the 
reembaikation of the Bombay Detachment certainly exist, 
but I doubt whethei Lieut -Colonel Little will think himself 
competent to deteimme upon them as they have no depen¬ 
dence on his agency The draft and carnage cattle weie not 
to be provided by this government, but by me on the Com¬ 
pany’s account, and they weie despatched so long ago as the 
19th ultimo The Duibar howevei ceitamly obstructed their 
proceeding as I mfoimed your Loidship m my address of the 
15th ultimo , the payment of the subsidy by this state is to 
be made to me, the abstiacts of the actual disbuisements of 
the detachment aie diawn by the paymaster, either on Bom¬ 
bay or this Piesidency, and must be defrayed whethei a fund 
is secured to answer the subsidy oi not Colonel Little can 
have had no communication with Puisaram Bhow, but I have 
informed him of that chief’s having declined the charge of the 
contingent, as well as of the general inability of this govern¬ 
ment to engage m any effectual co-operation with the troops 
of the allies 

9. I just now learn fiom the agent of the aumil of Rutna- 
ghery, that Colonel Little had fixed on the 6th to commence 
his march through the Ghauts. If by these movements the 
detachment should miss the oppoitumty of leturning by sea, 
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I shall (lnect Colonel Little to letuin to Bombay by the most 
ducct practicable loute 

10 I amfunily peisuuled my Loid, that the sei vices of the 
detachment w ould he totally lost m the piesent wai, by its 
l dimming m the Peisliwa’s temtoiies, and that its detention 
oi i ceil will make no diffeience m Ins conduct towaids Ins 
allies llis piofes&ionss m answei to youi Loulship’s lepiesen- 
tations, on his mtcicouisc with Tippoo have been totally at 
variance with lus actions, and can be consuleied only as 
mockeiy and insult, nor will he desist hom his mtngues 
until the events of the wai leave him exposed to youi Loid- 
slnp’s lesentment, 

11 I foiwaid to Mi Edmonstone foi youi Loidslnp’s in¬ 
formation, copies of notes wlncli have passed between Moon- 
faliees Fukcr ud Deen and Gopaul Rao, in consequence of 
my dn ecting the formei to notify the intended rccal of the 
detachment and the leasons foi it, youi Loidslup will obseive 
in Gopaul Rao’s answeis, that although the continuance of the 
detachment is repeatedly desned, the flagiant deceit of de¬ 
taining the vakeels so long after then pretended dismission 
is not so much as attempted to be palliated, noi the existing 
intei corn sc with them and their mastei denied, neither have 
I yet leceivcd any foimal satisfactory secunty oi obligation 
for the payment of the subsidy, though the minister lias in¬ 
formed me that Rowah lias engaged to discharge it, and the 
latter acknowledges that he has 

12 The appointment of a foice to seive as the Peishwa’s 
contingent m the wai against Tippoo, and of an officei to 
conduct it, is m the same state of uncertainty, as when the 
stand aid of the empire was elected near the beginning of 
Dccembei last. 

13 . Although both the Peishwa and Scindiah may be in¬ 
duced by then pecuniary necessities to temponze with Tip¬ 
poo, I am of opinion that the Sultaun will experience only 
disappointment and the loss of his money m any negociation 
or engagement into which he may entei with them, unless it 
can be supposed that he will supply them with a sum suffici¬ 
ent to indemnify them for the retribution which the allies 
would exact from them Nor do I think it likely that they 
will unite in the execution of any pait of the plan related in 
the beginning of this letter, except the seizure of Nanna It 



44 TILUT-Grv SIRA < LAKkl , H> J.UI. 

IS howevei necessaiy to Match the transactions of both Ihn- 
hars with paiticulai attention, and I liust that I tdi*il 1 not he 
unappnzed of any measmes which can mateiialh allot t the 
interests of the Company 01 its allies 

14* Last night Nana Fuinavecs sent for Moonsliec Fukei 
ul Deen, he expiessed gieat uneasiness at the leeal of the 
Bombay detachment, hut acknowledged that the measme 
was justified by the conduct of the Pcishwa lie had 
endeavouied lie said, to thiow a veil o\ei the detects ol 
his ma^tei, but they wcie too glanng to he emuealed lie 
wished the detachment to be continued, that the appeaiancos 
of liaimony and alliance might be presened, and he dctlnicd, 
that he had no sliaie in the piocecdmgs which had justly 
excited youi Loidship’s displeasuie lie was unmhuniod 
of any leasons foi the detention of Tippoo’s vakeels alter 
they left Poonah, except such as they assigned themselves, 
which weie the want of carnage and the dangeis of the 
load 

15 Nana said, that he was fully informed of the designs 
meditated by the Peishwa and Scmdiah against the Nizuni 
and himself, and to mark the chaiactei of Seindiuli, said, that 
he had lately leceived pioposals fiom him loi deposing the 
Peishwa 

16 He then told Meei Fuku ul Deen, that he must hurry 
him away, as he momently expected a visit from the Peishwa 
and Emiut Row, foi the puipose of reconciling lum with 
the Iattei, by the Peishwa’s particulai icqucsl, hut he did 
not tiust to this specious kindness, and lather considered 
it as an aitifice to betiay him moie effectually. 

17 Fukei ul Deen had only to lcply to the minister’s 
desne of letaimng the detachment, which he told him could 
not be complied with, as he had not even attempted to give 
any assuiance of its being employed in conjunction with the 
forces of this state against the common enemy, and had ac¬ 
knowledged that neither his own powei nor the Peishwa’s 
sincerity wei e to be depended upon. 

I have the honoui to be, &c. 

W. Palmer. 
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No XXVIII 

Luut -(it until Su Jimt(I Clmhe to tht Mmques s fPcllaley * 

My devr Lord, Banackpoie, Jan 2/th, 1800 

I was konouied with youi lcttei last night, but not till it 
was too late to answci it, peimit me tlieieioie, now to thank 
you foi the cxticmely kind communication of the copy of 
youi lettei to tlic Couit ol Dnectois that accompnmcd it 
If I was to withhold an explicit avowal of the genuine satis¬ 
faction I felt on leading those paits of it wducli mention my 
humble seivices in a mannei so highly lionouiablc and flattei- 
mg to me, I should be guilty of msmcenty, and might appeal 
devoid of tint giatitude wducli I have pude in acknowledg¬ 
ing to be due to youi Loulsliip foi so favoiable a testimonial 
of youi fneiidship and good opinion. 

That circumstances, though of the public natuie you so 
kindly descube, should have occuned to lendei me a less 
active instrument than I once expected to have been made in 
accomplishing the gieat and glonous work, | that by the 
wisdom and cneigy of youi mind, was planned and executed 
with such complete success, would not but be somewhat mor¬ 
tifying to me, paiticulaily as ncithei my friends or the public 
could know the cause The pleasuie however, that I ex- 
penenced m the moic than commonly foitunate iesu.lt of the 
campaign found no alloy m my bieast on this account, but if 
such sensation had been possible, youi Loidship’s liberal 
conduct tow r aids me m the piesent instance would wholly 
have i emoved it, 

I am ashamed to have taken up so much of youi time on so 
selfish a subject, but the gratification youi Loidship’s kind¬ 
ness has affoided me would not allow me to be slioitei, and 
will, I hope, plead my excuse 

I have the lionoui to bewuth tiue lespcct and esteem, 
my deal Loul, 

youi faithful fnend, and 
humble seivant 

Alered Clarxe 


* Refcircd to in Vol II p 202, lettei LX 

f The fall of Sermgapatain and the annihilation of the Ficnch power 
in the South of India — [Ed ] 
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No XXIX 

The Eat l of Mot mugton to Hugh Light, Em/ 

Dear Sir, Fort William, Jan 27, IMIO 

I letuin you many thanks foi youi obliging letteis of the 
and 27th of Septembei, 1790 The last I 
leceived at Foit William, on the 13th of January, 1800 It 
is highly satisfactoiy to me to find, that the solid advantages 
of oui late glonous success* weie so immediately anticipated 
in England I tiust in God that my brother Henry is now m 
London, and that my two treaties, togethei with the pio- 
ceedings of the Commissioners foi the Aftans of Mjsoie, 
have given as general satisfaction m England as they have 
m India I flattei myself that the settlement of Mysoie has 
even surpassed your expectations 
The annual subsidy of seven lacs of star pagodas, with the 
immediate increase of youi levenue fiom youi new teintonal 
acquisitions, constitute an ample indemnification foi the ex¬ 
penses of the war, and I have the pleasuie to add, that the 
subsidy has been ah eady paid with the utmost punctuality, 
and that no delay is likely to occur m the realization of the 
greater part of youi new levenue These cncumstances aie 
indeed most extiaoidinary, and I* confess that they have ex¬ 
ceeded any hope I had foimed of the lesomces of a countiy 
which had so lately been the seat of wai all my accounts 
concui in stating the recoveiy of the countiy to be neaily as 
rapid as was the progiess of oui aims I am peisuadcd you 
will feel a deep interest m its piospenty, not only fiom mo¬ 
tives of humanity, but because the dominions of the Rajah of 
Mysore aie insepaiable from those of the Company, and he is 
as dependent on our power as the Nabob of Bengal oi the 
Rajah of Benares 

I am extremely happy to find, that the Court of Directors 
entertain a due sense of the merits of Loi d Clive, and of the 
advantages resulting from the coidiality which subsists be¬ 
tween his Lordship’s government and mine as that cordiality 
is founded on sentiments of public duty, as well of pnvate 
esteem, I trust it can never be shaken. 

Beheve me, dear Sir, with smeere regard and esteem, 
your faithful servant, 

__ Morning'jlon. 

* Sering&patum 
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No. I 

The Eat l of Mot mutton to Lieut-Genet al Hat rn, At ting Gova not of 

Math at 


My DJi.AU SlU, Fort William, June 10, 1798 

Tint, lettei will be accompanied by a packet, containing my 
final decision upon the unpoitant question of the succession 
to the Musnud of Tanjoie. As it is evtiemely deniable that 
the whole auangement should be completed as speedily as 
possible, I tiust that you will have the goodness to entei 
upon it without delay It will not be nccessaiy to wait foi 
the amval of Loid Clive, as nothing has happened which 
can possibly have vaned the dcteunmation of the government 
at home It is theiefoie my wish that you should pioceed 
to the deposition of Amer Sing, and the lestoialion of Seifo- 
gee as soon as the proclamation, together with the other nc- 
cessoiy papers can be leady foi publication at Tanjore The 
Residents at the couits of Hyderabad and Poonah should be 
furnished with copies of the pioclamation, and of the ques¬ 
tions put to the Pundits, with their answers, but they should 
be cautioned not to make any appeal to either of those 
couits on the subject of oui pioceedingsatTanjoie , my only 
object being merely to put the Residents in possession of the 
giounds upon which the settlement of the Musnud has been 
made 

The public letter from this government is an exact tran- 
scupt of a minute recorded by me,* and contains so full a 
detail of my views of the whole question, that I do not feel it 
to be necessary to trouble you at any length in this letter. 


See Vol I pdffc 41 
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You will perceive that my opinion Ins clunked upon a fuller 
consideration of sonic p.uts of the subject, 1 think the 
assumption of tlie whole countiv without the consent of Ser- 
fogee evenfoi tlie slioit penod of a jeai, might be.u a \eiy 
odious appearance m the eyes of the native powcn But if 
Seifogee should leally be sensible of the advantages to be 
derived to his own inteiests, as well as to those of Ins people 
fioni enliusting the management of his countij to the servants 
of the Company foi one 01 two yeais, I think such a mea¬ 
sure would be veiy beneficial to all paities On this point, 
however, my desne is, that the inclination of Scrfogce should 
dictate the anangement, and that no other means than those 
of advice and pei suasion should he used to induce him to 
propose such a measuie the pioposal must come from him¬ 
self in a foiraal mannei, and must onginate m his conviction 
of the utility of the anangement to las peimanent welfare. I 
am persuaded that you will use the utmost caution m the 
choice of the commission I shall naturally be very anxious 
to learn the most exact intelligence of the mannei in which 
this impoitant measuie is earned into effect, and I shall also 
hope to receive from time to time the lepoits of the commis¬ 
sion in older to enable me to complete my intentions of se¬ 
eming the ease and welfaie of the new Ilajah, the piospcnty 
of his people, and the mteiests of the Company on a solid 
foundation 

I have the lionoui to be, &c 

MoKNiNcaoN. 


No II 


(Pj imte Minute of Mr Dundee afitn mrdi, Loi d Melville) 


Walmer Cut.tie, Sept II* 1797 

I have read with gieat attention the lolununous collection of papers 
relative to the Tonjoie succession, containing an account oF what passed 
both in 1787, and likewise of the investigation winch lus taken place at a 
veiy recent period If tlie materials upon winch the right decision of tins 
question depends, lested on a few partial oi equivocal documents, I should 
feel it impossible to distuib the possession which has been held in eonae- 
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qtience of the determination given by Sir Archibald Campbell in 178/» 
but when the whole evidence is collectively consideicd, and a great pare 
of which consists of the information got from Bengal, thiough the me¬ 
dium of persons who cannot possibly have anj inteicst in the question, it 
is impossible for me to entertain a doubt that the present Rajah holds his 
situation by error, or more piobably by conuption, and that the adopted 
son of the late Rajah has been unduly depnved of his rightful inheritance 
through the injustice of the piesent possessoi of the throne of Taujore, 
carried into effect under the authority of our gov eminent 

Undci these circumstances, now that the falsehood and injustice is 
cleaily detected, I find it very difficult indeed to discover any principle 
upon which the British Government can co opeiate in longer supporting 
this usurpation 

I am perfectly aware that a difficulty of considerable weight occuis 
against cairying this opinion into e\ccution, it mav lie thongliL liable to 
the imputation of our wantonly and cupnaously mtcifcnug m the succes¬ 
sion and internal concerns of the native powers with whom we are con¬ 
nected, and thereby subjectuig the national character to jealousy and re¬ 
proach 

Both the principle of this objection, and the conclusion stated to result, 
from it, are of such magnitude as undoubtedly to merit eveiy attention, 
and if the unjust possession of the piesent Rajah and the depnvation of 
the rightful hen lmd taken pluce in consequence of any of tho^e violences 
and convulsions by which the native governments in India are so apt to be 
distracted, I should have thought the objection insuimountable, but it 
must he recollected, that we arc in a gieit degree the authors of this in¬ 
justice It was produced by our inteiference, obtained through the nnsie- 
pi esentations and corruptions of the person who is now leaping the benefit 
of it, and the rightful heir lias a just claim that vve should interfile to 
remedy that injustice which onginated in our intei faience If uftei such 
a lapse of time the native powers were to observe us interfering m order 
to carry into effect anj forfatuie in our own favour, it would affoid just 
cause of reproach, but in the present instance we would appeal in the fair 
light of honourably repairing that injury which we our>elves have been 
the innocent instruments of committing 

At the same time that we are inlerfeung to do justice to the rightful 
heir, we ought not to foigel the claims the countiy has to our protection 
against oppression, and we have likewise a fair right to take care that the 
interests ascertained to us in the revenues of Tanjoie be better guarded than 
they have been by any former treaties The allegations winch have been 
made to the Madras government, relative to the state of the Tanjore 
country, have been so contradictory and so much controverted, I don't 
think w r e should rest on the evidence we are yet in possession of respect¬ 
ing the oppressions or mismanagement said to exist in that country 

A commission, consisting of two or three of the most up light and in¬ 
telligent servants upon the Madras establishment, and totally uncon¬ 
nected by local residence, "hr otherwise with any of the violent altercations 
which have hitherto so agitated the contending parties m that country 
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should be appointed to examine and accurately report the real state of 
the country, and according to the results of that repoit the new Rajah 
should be called upon to agree to such conditions and limitations m the 
management of his country as may ensuie a just administration to lus sub¬ 
jects, tending equally to protect them against oppiessinn, and to set ure 
us effectually m the regular and peunanent payment of that contribution 
to which we are entitled under the treaty entered into with Lord Corn¬ 
wallis 

I doubt much if this last point can in any way be effectually arranged, 
unless we are admitted either into the possession, or into some equally 
efficient contiol of the management of those districts, ovei which by the 
existing treaties, our security extends m the event of a failui c, in the 
regular payment of tbe Rajah’s instalments 
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No. I 

Abstract Nai i ntive of Proreedmqs relative to the Settlement of the Carnatic 
By Major (aftervea ; (Is) Sn John Malcolm 

Calcutta, Nth AugUot 

Orndut ul Omrah the latt Nabob of the Carn itic succeeded his father 
on the 16th of October, 1796 

He took possession of the Musnud under the conditions ot the treaty 
concluded between hiB father and the Marquess Cornwallis m 1792 

Omdut ul Otnrak is specifically named in the preamble to that tieaty, 
ab the successor and eldest sun of the Nawaub Mahomed Al> Kliauu, and 
under that designation he is made a party m the engagement 

The treaty ol 1792 which may be termed an indulgent modification of 
the treaty of 1787, was formed by Lord Cornwallis m the same spnit of 
honourable confidence, and dignified moderation, which marked every 
measuieuf that nobleman, but more particularly characterized the pre¬ 
vious treaty into which he had enteied in the horn of victory, with the late 
Tippoo feultaun 

That a proceeding so geneioua should have laded of making those im¬ 
pressions which weie expected, can alone be attubuted to the peiversencss 
and depiavity of the natives of Iudiu in general, and in particular ot those 
individuals whose safety it was intended to secure, and whose mteiest it 
was meant to promote But though it failed in the object proposed, that 
of attaching the parties concerned to the British Government, it was of 
the highest advantage to the reputation of that nation, as it proved in the 
first instance, m the most demonstrative manner, the principles bj which 
the British Government defied to legulate all iN transactions with the 
native poweis of India, whilst it established m the second, in a mannci 
still less doubtful, the positive necessity of some departure from a system 
which, so far fiom being propei ly undeistood by those whom it was in¬ 
tended to benefit, was invaiiably considered as ansing from weakness and 
apprehension, and viewed m that light, proved a constant incitement to 
revolt and hostility even w those who owed cveiy thing they possessed to 
its opeiation 

The treaty of 1792 was soon found both by the administration at home 
and by the government abroad, to have produced few of those salutary 
effects which were anticipated, Mahomed Aly Khaun after its conclusion, 
pursued a conduct not more at variance with Ins own mteiests and with 
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those of the Company, than dcatiuctive to the happiness of Ins subjects 
and the prosperity of Ins country 

When Loid Hobart was appointed Governor of Tort St George in 1794, 
he,waB instructed bv the Court of Dnectorsto endeavour to negotiate a 
modification of Lord Cornwallis’s treaty on principles which were calcu¬ 
lated to secure the interests of the Company, to improve the condition of 
the inhabitants of the Carnatic and to put an end to those vexations dis¬ 
putes, which, from the perveise chaiactersof the Nubob and lus pun- 
cipal seivants, were found to attend the fulfilment of several of the most 
important stipulations of the treaty of 1792 

The obstinate and intemperate resistance, which the Nabob Omdut ul 
Chnrah (who succeeded his father soon after Lord Hobart’B an nail 
opposed to all his Lordship’s endeavoui s to negotiate a modification of 
Lord Cornwallis’s treaty, appeared at the moment inexplicable, and the 
influence attributed to Borne low and interested counsellois, seemed in¬ 
sufficient to account for his steady refusal to listen to an arrangement 
which wds so eagerly pressed upon Ins acceptance by his Majesty’s Mi¬ 
nisters, the Court of Directois, and the government of Fort St George, 
and which could not undei any constiuction be judged liijuuous to hu> 
personal interests oi his power, as long as he stood in the lelation he then 
bore to the Company 

That the Nabob’s conduct m this instance waB partly influenced hy 
other motives than those which could have been suspected at the period 
of his negotiation, must since Ins seciet views have been developed be 
evident Acting with the schemes of independence on his mind which 
he unquestionably entertained at that period, it was impossible he could 
ever consent to make any temtonul cessions as such would have been to 
diminish the only means through which he could ever hope to accomplish 
his piojects of ambition 

When the Marquess Wellesley arrived at Madras in 1798, he employed 
the few days he remained at that Presidency (previously to embaiking for 
Calcutta) in fiuitless attempts to effect the Bame object, and the impres¬ 
sion made upon his Lordship’s mind bv the mode m which the Nabob 
tieated his proposal, was that further negotiation was useless, though 
he at the same time felt and expieBsed a conviction, that every moment 
tended more to prove the indispensable necessity of some arrangement to 
save the Company from loss, the Nabob from ruin, and the inhabitants 
of the country from misery, all which lie considered the inevitable con¬ 
sequences of permitting affairs to remain in the state they were placed bv 
the treaty of 1792 

W hen Lord Wellesley returned to Fort St George to prosecute the war 
agamBt Tippoo killtdun in 1799 r , he became still more sensible of the 
inconveniences of the existing engagements with the Nabob which were 
a fiS rava l ;e d by the conduct of that Prince, who on that cuticol occasion 
acted moie like an enemy than a fuend 

Ihe want of exertion of his officers in every part of his government, 
when supplies were collecting for the army and the manner in which 
some of them obstructed that service, gave rise to suspicions in the mind. 
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of tin 1 Gmernor-G( ncral, which were conformed by a personal act of 
the Nabob’s that had nearly defeated cveiv object of the wai Ilia High¬ 
ness ay reed on certain conditions to advance three lacs of pagodas for the 
immediate use of the aimv then on the eve of matching into Mysoie, all 
the conditions which he lecpured ucie agreed to hy the Govciiior-Gencia], 
and the Nabob succeeded so fully m establishing t \ belief of Ins sincenty 
respecting this importmt supplv (the pioinisc of winch lie iciteruted m 
the most positive manner the very day the army moved) that all the cash 
m the trensury was appiopuatcd m the confidence of its receipt, and it 
is impossible to calculate the evils which might have been the result of 
tlui deceit, had not the tieasure ai rived from Bengal Lord Clive con¬ 
cludes a paper cm the Nabob’s conduct in this tiansaction with the fol¬ 
lowing lemnrknble vvoids “ I um unwilling to attubute systematic 
trcachciy to the Nabob, but I have looked in vain for another motive to 
account for bis extraordinary conduct ” 

The impression made on the mind of the Governor-General by this 
conduct of the Nabob and his olhceis was such, that the Governoi-Ge- 
neral repeatedly declared that, it the Nabob had been decidedly in league 
with the enemy, lie coaid not have adopted measures more calculated to 
embariass the operations of the Bntish Government and to favour the 
cause of the enemy than those which the Nabob and lus officers lmd pur¬ 
sued, and that the conduct of the Nuholi could not be rationally ex¬ 
plained on any other grounds than that he actually was m league with 
Tippoo Sultaun 

In the month of Apnl Lord Wellesley proposed a modification of the 
treaty of 17 ( 1- m a mode, and under circumstances, which had the Nabob 
not acted from motives lrrecoucihablc to his own inteiests, as well os 
those of the Company, must have ensured success This proposal was 
not only rejected but heated in a style which shewed the Nabob's posi¬ 
tive determination to listen to no others of a similar nature In his 
answer to this proposition the Nabob brought forward a claim of partici¬ 
pation in the territories which had been subdued m the couise of the war 
as extravagant as it was unfounded, he also denied in the most peremp¬ 
tory terms, the existence of that confusion in his government, or that 
embarrassment in hiB affairs, which Lord Wellesley had stated, and com¬ 
plained of the injury which lie sustained fiom the credit given to reports 
to his disadvantage 

The false assertions, and the erroneous principles, contained in this 
letter of the Nabob's, furnished the most deplorable proofs of lus depen¬ 
dence upon a low and intriguing set of individuals, who, dedd to every 
principle but the promotion of their own interests, offei ed a violent oppo¬ 
sition to all arrangements which were likely, by laying the basis of an 
orderly and just administration, to put an end to a system of usuiy, fraud, 
and oppression, on the continuance of which, the accomplishment of their 
hopes depended 

Soon after the capture of Senngapatam, documents were discovered 
among the secret recjrds of the Sultaun, containing the most conclusive 
evidence of a secret intercourse between the Nabobs Wallah and Orodut 
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ul Omrah, and Tippoo Sultaun, duected to purposes hostile to the in¬ 
terests of the Company These documents whilst they showed the im¬ 
minent dangei to which the English Government had been exposed, by 
the seuet tieachery of the Nabobs Mahomed All Khaun and Onulut ul 
Omiah, demanded the immediate eveicise of all the wisdom ami vigom 
of the government to counteract so dangerous aspmt of disaffection in 
an ally the nature of whose connection with the Company furnished bun 
with the most dangerous of all means to strike a fatal blow at the in¬ 
terests of that state 

The documents discoveied at '■'enngapatam were c.uefully examined and 
reported upon, under the orders of the Governor-General, by Mr Ed- 
monstone the Peisian tianslator, and the evidence of those documents 
appeared to establish the following conclusions, in the most satisfactory 
manner 

1st That m violation of an express ui tide of the treaty of 1792, the 
Nabob Mahomed Aly Khaun by the agency and with the coneimencc of 
his eldest son Omdut ul Omrah maintained a seuet inteicourse with 
Tippoo Sultaun (tluough the medium of Gholam Aly Khaun and Aly 
Reza, Vakeels of that Prince ) r lhat this seciet intei comae was duected 
to objects hostile to the inteiests of the Company, and was conse¬ 
quently subveisive of the fundamental pimciples of his alliance with the 
Company 

2nd That the Nabobs Mahomed Aly Khaun and Omdut ul Omrah had 
made communications to Tippoo Sultaun on political subjects of a nature 
calculated to piomotc the interests of that Pnnce and eventually to injure 
those of the Company 

3id That the Nabob had both by communications fiom himself per¬ 
sonally, and through Omdut ul Oimah to Gholam Aly Khaun and Aly 
Reza, manifested his raaiked disapprobation of the tuple ulliance (the 
English, Nizam, and Mahrattas) which had reduced the power of the 
Sultaun, and that he had on such occasions stigmatized the Nizam, ns 
having acted contiary to the dictates of leligion, which icquned that all 
tiue beheveis should join in suppoit of that cause, of which he repeatedly, 
stated, he consideied Tippoo Sultaun the chief pillar 

4th That the evidence contained in the communications made to Tippoo 
Sultaun by his vakeels, of the trcaclieious natuie of the intercom sc sub¬ 
sisting between the Nabobs Wallajali and Omdut ul Oraiah and Tippoo 
Sultaun, was confirmed by the discovery of a cypher, the key to which 
was found among the Sultaun’s secret records, and which was not only 
written m the same hand m which all the letters of tlic Nabobs Wollajoh 
and Omdut ul Omrah to the English Government are written, but noted 
at the bottom by Tippoo’s head Mooushy, as a paper of Omdut ul 
Omrah, and several of the fictitious designations m this cypher were found 
to have been used m the correspondence If the very circumstance of 
Omdut ul Omiah’s having tiansnntted a cypher to Tippoo Sultaun, was 
not of itself sufficient to establish the tieacherous nature of his views, 
the names, which it was discovered by the key to the cypher were used to 
signify the English and then allies, removed all doubts upon this subject. 



Carnatic ] 


SETTLEMENT OT THE CARNVTIC 


55 


the English were designed bv the name of Taut Wareeds or New Comers, 
the Ni/im 1»\ that of Heeth or Nothing, and the Malnattasln that ot 
Ponth oi Con t> m/th file 

5th That Omditl ul Oimah continued this secret lntncouise as late as 
the vear 17%. as appears bv a lettei tournl in the Sultaun’s rceoi ds, which 
though it has nuthei seal nor siguatmc, is wntten by the pci son who 
wrote all the Nabob’s letters to the British Government, and has the 
name ot Gholain Ilussun upon the cover, which it is established by m- 
contiovertihle documents, w is the hctitious name, under which the Nabob 
coiresponded m lus own hand-wuting with Gholam Alv Khan in 1794 
The authenticity of this lettei is also proved by its being found in th* 
Sultiuin’s recaids along with the othei eoircspondence of the Nabob o* 
the Carnatic, and itscudent connection with those letteis, in subject 

These were the piimipal points which appeared to be established bj 
the docunuMits found m 1 ippoo’s palace , they were not only in violation 
of the spit it ot the whole tieat\ ot 1/92, but in ducct hi each of the letter 
of one of its most important artn les, (the tenth) which expressly stipu 
lates, l( 'Hut the Nabob shall not enter into any negotiation or politic d 
eoircspondence with uuy European or Native powerwlutevei without tin 
consent of the Compaq ” 

That this uitielc (which eveiv prison who consults the tieaty of 1792, 
must consrdtM ns the most essential of the whole treaty, asitielates .o 
the sccunty of the Butish Government) was completely riolated, time 
could not rem un a doubt, and us it is established by the law of nations 
thut the violation ot anyone article, but inoic paiticulaily of a fund >- 
mental one ol a tieatv, ovcrtlnows the whole, the treaty of 1792 wa. ot 
course to be consideied as dissolved, and the line to be pursued by (lie 
injured party was that, which a due repaid foi its own safety and intei- 
ests, combined with a i aspect foi the law of nations, demanded 

The relation in which the Nabob stood to the British Government wms 
that of a dependent ally, whose rank and power hud been preserved hum 
motives of justice, not of policy, and who ow r cd his accession to tin* 
musnud upon the same conditions which Ins father enjoyed it, to the 
honourable adherence of the English nation to its engagements, even 
when such were evidently m direct opposition to its interests 

The c onduct which the Nabob had pursued fiom the cominenceuu nt 
of lus reign, has been alicady stated, and proves, what sacrifices the 1 ow¬ 
lish Government made, rather than violate in the sinullCbt dcgiec tluw 
good faith with his Highness To preserve that faith the Compan\ li id 
been exposed to loss, and the Nabob had been permitted to involve 1 uii- 
self in ruin, to destroy those resources on wdnek not only his own sab tv, 
but that ot the Company might eventually depend, and to impoven h and 
render miserable by his mismanagement, the country and inhabitants 
subject to lus authority 

The oveit acts ot the Nabob previously to the discovery of his treachery 
though they might not be ot a natuie to absolve the Company fmm the 
oohgation of an engagement into which they had deliberately eutcicd, 
could not but operate unfavourably for hun, in the situation in whn h lus 
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own perfidy had placed him by diminishing his claim to a confidence and 
generosity which he had so systematically abused 

The light in which the Secret Committee of the Court of Duectors 
viewed the conduct of the Nabob pieviously to the discovery of his trea- 
cheiy, appears fiom their despatch to Lord V\ ellcsley under date the 18th 
of June, 1799, in which they express themselves as follows — 

* In the event of a war with Tippoo Sultaun, the respective countries 
of the Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of Tunjoie will of course come 
under the Company’s management, and we direct that they he not lclin- 
quished without special orders from us, or from the Couit of Duectors 
for that puipose, in order to afford sufficient time foi the formation of 
arrangements for relieving those respective Punces from all incumbrances 
on their revenues ” 

This older from the Secret Committee shewed that the Indian Govern¬ 
ment in England considered the geneial conduct of Orndut ul Omrah, 
previously to the discovery of his tieachery, of a natiue to warrant then 
directing a departure fiom the stipulations of the tieaty of 1792, of which 
the restoration of the Nabob’s country at the conclusion ot the war, un¬ 
less in ceitain eases (which are aftei wards specified and wjncli had not 
occuned at the date of the Committee’s oiders) is an expiess condition 

This instruction, though it did not directly apply to the precise case 
under the consideration of the Governor-General, was conclusive as to 
the principle upon which the Court of Directors desired all transactions 
with the Nabob Bhould be regulated 

The evidence of the Nabob’s tieachery, which was as positive as it ever 
can be expected to obtain in such cases, added to his Highness’s conduct, 
which in every act, from the day of his accession, conoborated the truth 
of that evidence, would certainly have justified the Goveinoi-General in 
immediately proceeding against him as an enemy to the state , and the 
intimacy of his connection with the Company, inci eased the danger to be 
apprehended fiom Ins defection, as lus objeeto could onlv be accom¬ 
plished by an insurrection in then own terntoues, and its having been 
proved that he had such measuies m contemplation, appealed to foibid a 
moment’s 1 eliance being put upon lus acting under any impulse but that 
of the most desperate ambition, whenevci an oppoitumty should occur 
for the gratification of it 

Loid Wellesley, though aware of the risk which might attend any de¬ 
lay in a case of so delicate and dangerous a nature, a risk which was 
rendered more senonsbythe disturbed state of most of the tcrntoiieB 
under Port St Geoige, preferred incurring that danger to the adoption of 
any measures uhich might be deemed precipitate m an affair where the 
honour of the British nation was so much concerned Acting upon that 
principle, his Loidship contented himself m the first instance with writ¬ 
ing to the Government of Madras to prosecute their enquiry into the 
Nabob’s conduct by a personal examination of the vakeels Gholam Aly 
and Aly Reza Khan, and some other officers of the late Tippoo Sultaun, 
transmitting at the same time all the documents which had been disco¬ 
vered, with the Peisian Translators leport, and cxpicbsmg his opinion 
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that, though the pi oofs obtained, were no doubt sufficient to justify the 
British Got eminent m immediately depriving the Nabob of the means of 
abusing* the protection of the Company, vet he had judged a cautious and 
model ate pi acceding* to lie more consistent with the charactci and repu¬ 
tation of the British Government 

His Lordship had directed tlut the got eminent of Madias should take 
no decisitc steps in this affair unless the Nabob died (an etenl tendered 
probable hom the had state of 1ns Highness’s health) in it Inch case the 
Madias Got eminent was directed to raise one of two poisons to the 
niusnud, either Hussein My, the reputed son of Omdut ul Ouimli, 01 
A/ccin ul Dowlah, the acknowledged son of Ameer ill Oiurali, but as 
ncithei of these had a specific claim to the succession fiom the stipula¬ 
tions of tin treaty of 17 l 12, or fiom being heir to Omdut ul Onuali, whose 
own right was then consuleied In the Governoi-Geneial to be forfeited, 
the Government of Madias was prohibited from elevating cither of them 
to the musnud, unless under the previous condition of then lesigmng to 
the Company the civil and military administration of the Curnatic, and 
as the elevation ot either was to be considered as a measure of expediency, 
not of light, the Government of Madras was directed to make the hrst 
offer to tlie reputed son of Omdut ul Omrnh, and in the event of liib re¬ 
fusing to subscribe to those conditions, which were thought indispensably 
necessaiyfoi the security ot the Company’s interest, the prosperity of the 
country, and the happiness of its inhabitants, to make a similar proposi¬ 
tion to A/eem ul Dowlah, on whose lefusal they weie to lefer for further 
ordeis to the Governor-General 

A remarkable fact is proved by this letter of instructions to the Govern¬ 
ment of Fort bt George, which is dated the 28th of Mai eh, 1800, long 
before any question of the respective claims to the succession was agi¬ 
tated It appeurs from this document that the impression upon the Go- 
vcrnor-Genei al’s mind was, that the right of inheritance, if nnv such had 
existed, belonged to Azeem ul Dovvluh, and that the elevation of Aly 
Hussein, the reputed son, would piobably give great disgust to the Ma- 
bomedana, and induce efforts to defent the succession 

The Governor-General’s reasons for directing the hist option to be 
given to Aly Hussein are expressly stated in this letter to proceed from 
causes unconnected with any admission of his claim or title to the 
musnud Ills elevation was to be considered an act of grace, and as such 
it could not be deemed improper to combine it with a piomotion of the 
interests ot the Company, and the full security of the Butish interests 
m the Carnatic. 

The result of the enquiry which Lord Clive instituted m consequence 
of the Governor-General’s orders, went to establish the principal facts of 
the treachery both of Walltyah and Omdut ul Oinrah, the evidences 
examined were, Gholam Aly Khan and Aly Reza Khan, and though some 
parts of the former proofs were invalidated, all the chief points upon 
which the proof of the Nabob’s violation of the treaty of 1792 rested, 
were fully confirmed by their depositions 

The whole of these voluminous examinations, accompanied by a report 
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from Colonel Close and Mr Webbe (the gentlemen who conducted the 
enquuy,) weie tiansmitted to the Goveinoi-Geneial by Loid Clive, with 
a letter from himself under date the 23id of May Hie nnpiessions which 
this farther prosecution of the enquiry into the conduct ot the Nabob 
Omdut ul Oinrah made upon Loid Clue’s mind, will be best judged trom 
the two following paiagraphs which concluded his Loidship’s olhci.il 
address upon this occasion 

" With this strong evidence of internal treacheiy and of open opposi¬ 
tion to our inteicsts m the Carnatic, established by tieatv, it is my deli¬ 
berate opinion, that a faither adherence to the letter of thctieaty of 1792, 
while the Nabob Omdut ul Omiah has been and now is pcifidiously 
betraying the spmt and substance of the alliance between him and the 
Company, would be as inconsistent with the tiue principles of public 
faith as it would be obviously incompatible with the pieservation of our 
just lights and mteiests 

“ On these grounds I have no hesitation in lecoimnendmg to voui 
Lordship the immediate assumption of the civil and militaiy government 
of the Carnatic undei such piovistons as youi Loidslup may be pleased 
to authonze for his Highness the Nabob, Ins Iligliness’s family, au(l the 
puncipal officers of Ins government ” 

Upon the receipt of this despatch tbo Goveinoi-Geneial iPsolved to 
proceed to Fort St Georere as soon as the season permitted, toi the pur¬ 
pose of settling m peison an arrangement which should effectually secuie 
the mteiests of the Company in the Carnatic, and in consequence ot this 
deteimmation, he gave no fmtlici instiuctions to Loid Clive upon the 
subject until the month of March, 1801, when finding that the state ot 
affairs in Oude, combined with othei circumstances relative to the gcnciul 
government of India, made it impossible tor him to leave Foit William, 
he directed Lord Clive to Bend Mr Webbe, the chief executive olhcci of 
the Madias Government, to Bengal, in oidei to have the fullest commu¬ 
nications with that ofhcci picviously to issuing his final insti uctions tor 
the settlement of the Carnatic, and seveial othei important pointB inti¬ 
mately connected with that airangement 

When Mr Webbe was at Foit William, to winch he had proceeded in 
consequence of the above ordeis, the alarming state of the Nabob’s health 
induced Lord Clive to addiess a lettei to Loid Wellesley, stating the con¬ 
duct which he had resolved to pursue if the Nabob died previously to lug 
receiving final insti uctions 

In this letter, winch is dated the 21st of May, 1801, Lord Clives htates 
that, though the Goveinor-Geneial’s lettei of the 26th ot Maich, 1800, 
piescnbes the line of conduct he is to follow if the event apprehended 
should occur previously to his receiving fuithei oidcrs, he cannot but 
think circumstances, which have happened since that letter was written, 
may so materially have altered the whole case under consideration, as to 
render ltpiobable that any measures grounded upon the Govemoi-Gene- 
ral’s insti uctions of that date, would be moic likely to defeat than pro¬ 
mote any objects which Lord Wellesley might have in contemplation, jn 
consequence of the information he had obtained since that period IIib 
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Loidship in the same lettei stated, that if the Nabob should die picvi- 
ously to the atimil ot furthei instructions, he would not follow those he 
had already leccivcd, hut assume the civil and nulitaiy government of the 
Carnatic in the name of the Company until a plan foi its government 
should be hnallv airanged 

Loid Wellesley was at the pcnod of receiving tins despatch tiom Loid 
Clive in possession of ev< ry mfoiniation and ot cvciy opinion which could 
guide or influent o his iiidgimnt, on the (let lsion of this lmpoitant affan , 
suflicient time had elapsed from the Inst discovery of the ongnial docu¬ 
ments in the palact ot SoringapntAin tor his Lordship to ie<ei\c answers 
to the despat< lies he had sent upon that occasion to England 

A lettei tiom the President ot the Boanl of Contiol, fully concunod in 
the oomluMous lie had drawn tiom tin so documents, and m the mcasuics 
which he hud declared his intention ot udopting, and a despatch from 
the Select Committee ot the Couit ol Dimtois under date the 1th of 
DcuunhiM 1800, e\piessod then entue appifiliation ot the resolution 
whuh the Gmeiuor-Cenoial infoinied them (m a letter under date the 9th 
of June 1800,) lie luul taken of demanding some more ceitain pledges of 
the fidelity ot Omdut ul Omiali than the Comjiany then possessed The 
Secret Committee distinctly state m this despatt li, that many other cucum- 
stances might in then opinion he uiged besides those adduced bv Lord 
Wellesley, to sti eng then the doubts of the Nabob’s fidelity to the tuuda- 
meutal punciplcs of Ins engagements with the Company, and they par¬ 
ticularly instance the mode in which he evacuated the Foit ofCh.mdnageny 
in 179b, ou which they lemaik, “ That a nioie decided instance of disaf¬ 
fection to the Company can scarcely be imagined ” 

In the full possession of the general sentiments of his supenors m 
England with an improved knowledge of cieiy particulai that had 
attended tins important aflair. Lord Wellesley sent Ins finul instruc¬ 
tions with respect to the measures that were to he pursued by Lord 
Clive 

These instructions which were dated the 28th of May, after taking a com¬ 
plete review of the whole affair, and showing in the most incontrovertible 
inaiinu that lus Highness the Nabob was reduced by his own conduct to 
the condition of u public enemy, that he had forfeited eveiy claim to the 
confidence of the Company, and that it was neither conformable to the 
dictates of wisdom or piudence, nor reconaliable to justice or policy, to 
permit him to ictain the possession of actual resources, gi cater than were 
requisite for the suppoit ot the lank, which it should be judged propci 
to permit lum to hold in the Carnatic, duccted Laid Clive to stipulate 
with lus Highness for the complete resignation ot the civil and military 
government of that Piovince, and to grant hun (upon lus agreeing to that 
and some other conditions) a stipend not exceeding three, and not under 
two lacs of pagodas annually, independent of a provision tor the other 
branches ot the family, and for his puncipal officers which was to be 
made from the revenues of the Carnatic 

Upon this basis. Lord Clive waB instructed to negotiate a treaty with 
the Nabob, and he was authoiued for the purpose of obtaining his High- 
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ness’s consent to the terms proposed, to make him acquainted with the 
proofs of his tieachery which were in the possession of the British Go¬ 
vernment 

Loi d Wellesley expressly stated, that the pioposition of fanning a ticaty 
on this occasion was dictated by a desire to consult the dignity of the 
British Government, and not from any disposition to admit the claims of 
the Nabobs Mahomed All Khan and Omdut ul Omiah to cithei foibcai- 
ance 01 geneiosity, though lie confessed it would be painful to be com¬ 
pelled to expose the humiliating proofs of the ingratitude and tieachery 
with which these infatuated Princes had acted towards that poner which 
had unifoimly proied their guaidian and piotector 

In the event of the Nabob’s lefusal of the treaty offered, Loid Clive was 
duected to assume the country under a pi oclamation which accompanied 
the letter of instructions, and which fully exhibited the causes of that 
measure, if matters came to this extremity, his Loidship was mstiucted 
to pay no attention to any appeal which the Nabob might desue to make 
to the Court of Duectors, aB it was both injudicious and unnecessai y to 
listen to such, more paiticulaily as the Governor-General was in posses¬ 
sion of the sentiments of the Secret Committee, founded on the discovery 
of the Nabob’s faithless conduct The admission of any appeal the Govei- 
nor-General stated, would be entering upon afoitnal tual of the Nabob's 
criminality, whereas the case was one which demanded an immediate e\ci- 
cise of those rights and privileges which every power possesses by the law 
of nations, to seciue itself against the proved machinations of a faithless 
ally Lord Clive was was directed even under the extremity of assuming 
the cml and military government of the Cainatic to piovide for the 
Nabob’s support in a libeial manner, and also to make a suitable provi¬ 
sion for the different branches of his family, and the various olfaccis of 
his state 

The delays which had unavoidably occuired to prevent Lord Wellesley’s 
taking any decisive steps for the security of the mtei ests of the Company 
in the Carnatic were so far fortunate, as they had afforded his Lordship 
an opportunity of hearing fiom the superior and controlling authorities 
at home, and enabled him to proceed with more confidence in a course 
of action, the fundamental pnnciples of which he knew were approied by 
the Indian government in England 

The conclusion of a treaty with the Nizam on the 8th of October 1800, 
by which that Prince ceded in perpetuity part of bis dominions to the 
Company for the payment of that force which they wcie bound to support 
for his protection, was also favourable to the object which his Lordship 
had in contemplation, viz “That of obtaining the completest security 
for the interests of the Company in the Carnatic with the consent of 
the Nabob ” As it was certainly to be expected, that the example of a 
Prince whose obligations to the British nation were comparatively light to 
those of the Nabob of the Carnatic, and whose faithful observation of his 
engagements had been precisely the reverse, would make a serious im¬ 
pression upon his Highness’s mind, and incline him to a conduct which 
would prevent the necessity of the British Government resorting to a 
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proceeding winch though unavoidable if the Nnbob continued to refuse 
such security a*. wus demanded, was certainly to lie deprecated us having 
the appealaiice of harshncbs and being liable to much misconstruction 
Indeed the expectation which Lord Wellesley indulged of the Nizam’s 
conduct making i favourable impression on the mind of Omdut ul Omrah, 
had been a stioug cause with Ins Lordship toi delaying the negotiation 
with the Nabob of the Carnatic until that with the Nizam was concluded 

At the penod when Lord Wellesley’s institutions beaung date the 28th 
of May, readied Madras, the state of the Nabob’s health was so bad as to 
prevent Lord Cine taking uuy immediate measures on then receipt 
When his Ilighncss’s malady had attained a height that left no hopes of 
his reeoveiv, intrigues were commenced among the diffeicnt branches of 
his family which distmbed the tranquillity of his palace, and a body of 
armed men were secretly introduced into it by his biother Hissam ul 
Mulh, who was loud in usseitmg Ins pretensions to the succession These 
cncuinbtanccs obliged Lord Clive to send a detachment of the Company’s 
troops to occupy the chief entrance into the palace, and to preserve order 
and tranquillity within its walls, as also to guard against the seizure of 
any treasure, or the dclapidation of any propci ty belongmgto the Nabob, 
both of whu h it was thought would probably be attempted at the moment 
of his death 

This step wus taken with a degree of delicacy and precaution which 
pcifettlv reminded it to the Nabob by the explanation given by Lord 
Chve, uml who wus fully satisfied bv the conduct of the troops that the 
object of this measure wus no more than what was professed, indeed its 
expediency und necessity were only arraigned by those whose wicked 
und sinister views were defeated by its adoption 

On tin 15lli of July, 1801, the Nabob expued The dangerous in¬ 
trigues whu h had been earned on m the Nabob’s palace, the state of 
several provinces under the government of Fort St George, and a variety 
of other cogent i canons, forbad a moment’s delay m effecting a settlement 
of the country Lord Clive m consequence, a few hours after he heard 
of lus Highness’s death, deputed Mr Wcbbo and Lieut -Colonel Close to 
confer with the principal ofhccis of the Court in order to effect an imme¬ 
diate arrangement for the administration of the affairs of the Carnatic 

These gentlemen were received by Nujeeb Khan and fukia Aly Khan, 
who produced to them an authentic will of the Nabob’s, appointing his 
reputed son Aly Hussein his smtesaor, and nominating the Khans above 
mentioned to be his guardians and advisers Colonel Close and Mr 
Wehbe explained to the guardians the natuic of the documents which had 
beeu discovi red respecting the brea< h of the alliance between the Com¬ 
pany and the hue Nabobs Mahomed Aly Khan and Omdut ul Omrah, by 
the hostile eouduet of their Ilighucsst s , und aftei stating to them fully 
the grounds upon whuh the Company's government had acquired a right 
to exertise Us di^cietiun in se< unng Us interests m the Carnatic, they 
proposed to the guardians to enter upon an immediate negotiation for the 
settlement of the administration of that country over which, they in¬ 
formed them, the Company would otherwise proceed to exercise its owu 
rights and power 
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The guaidians ■solicited a shoit delay toi the puipose of attending to 
the funeial of the Nabob , howevei uigcnt the negotiation appealed, it 
was judged impossible to refuse compliance to that request, and furtlici 
communication was m consequence postponed till ne\t day, at which 
period the two Omrahs promised, on taking leave, to be piepaied to give 
a decisive answer to the proposition which the deputies had made 

Colonel Close and Mr Webbe met the Khans next day, the 16th, and 
a long discussion took place, which after all terminated m the guardians 
declining to give any answer to the teims pioposed by these gentlemen, 
whicluweie those directed by the Governoi-Geneial, until they hud con¬ 
sulted with the othei branches of the family, foi which purpose another 
day was allowed them 

On the 17th the Khans met the gentlemen deputed to negotiate with 
them, and aftci formally rejecting ou the poit of Ally Hossum and every 
branch of the family, the terms which had been pioposed, and every 
tieaty which went to alienate the e\ei cise of the civil and military govern¬ 
ment of the Cainatic fiom the family of the Nabob, they biought forwaid 
a contie piojet, which they requested might be submitted to Lord Clive 
This conti e pro/et, after denying the possibility ot the authenticity of the 
proofs of the treocheiy of the Nabobs Mahomed Ally Khan and Oindut ul 
Omrah, which they alleged must have been forged by some secret enemies 
of the family, and assei ting the right of the Nabob’s son and hen to suc¬ 
ceed to his father’s dominions under the treaty of 1792, offered a slight 
modification of that treaty, by which a territory was to be ceded to the 
Company which, including the Poligar Peishcush, would yield a revenue 
of 8,64,848 pagodas The remaining balance of the nine lacs, amounting 
to 46,162 pagodas, and the 6,21,106 pagodas foi tlie Nabob's cicditorB, 
were to be paid by instalments in the mode piescubed by the tieaty of 
1792 

These with some lessei articles foimed this contro piojet, which Co¬ 
lonel Close and Mr Webbe mfoimed the Kluns they could not attend to 
for one moment, as then orders weic direct, and lounded on principles 
from which no departuie could possibly be made 

Although these gentlemen considered themselves fully authonml to 
break oft the negotiation on the guaidians formally refusing then assent 
to entei into any treaty which was giounded on the basis ot “ the civil 
and military government of the Carnatic being vested m the Company,” 
yet a desire of an amicable adjustment made them wish to see Ally Iloos- 
sain, and to receive from him in person the final answer to a proposal m 
which his interests were so deeply concerned 

To their request foi this interview the Ivhans made many objections, 
grounded on the alleged incapacity and inexperience of the young man, 
but these being obviated, they weie at last obliged to give a reluctant 
consent to the meeting 

On the 18th, a communication of the Govemoi-General’s positive or¬ 
ders respecting the final arrangement of the Carnatic was made to a per¬ 
son in the confidence of Ally Hoossam and his advisers, in order that he 
and they might entertain no vam hopes of any departure fzom the prin¬ 
ciple of the arrangement which Colonel Close and Mr Webbe had offered 
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for their acceptance This < ommumuition wa9 nude m a manner which 
left no doubt of its being 1 mp .11 ted to the pnrtiea foi the benefit of whose 
mteiests it was intended 

On the 19th, the two gentlemen above mentioned proceeded to the 
palace where tlicv were met by the guardians, who on being asked if they 
adhered to their former opinions, an&w ered that Ally Iloossain would 
consent to no tcnns but such as were stated in the paper which they had 
given in on the l/th They weie then ashed if they were aware of the 
consequences of this icsoliition They replied that they were, but relied 
implicitly on the adherent e of the Company to the existing engagements 
with the Nabob and his family Upon this they were informed that it 
was needless to leour to the tiedty of 1792, as it was the violation of that 
treaty by the Nabob fi oin which the right of the Company to demand the 
security now required arose 

After this communication with the guai dians. Ally Hoossain, the re¬ 
puted sou of the Nabob (a youth of IS ycais of age; was introduced, and 
Colonel Close and Mi Webbe stated to him in a summary manner all 
that had passed with his guardians, adding, that in a point which so ma¬ 
terially involved hi9 interests, they were natuially desirous of hearing his 
own sentiments and i evolution befoio they terminated a negotiation with 
which all Ins prospects of elevation must close The young man an¬ 
swered (the guardians being present), that he considered the Khans to 
have been appointed by his father for the purpose of assisting him with 
advice, and that the object of his councils and thens could never be 
separated 

On receiving this answer, Colonel Close and Mr Webbe informed the 
Khans that Lonl Clive had resolved previously to the adoption of final 
measures on a subject of such importance, to have a personal interview 
with Ally Hoossain, and that his Lordship would come to the tent of the 
officer commanding the troops stationed at the palace for that purpose 
This proposal was unexpected, and the Khans endeavoured to evade it by 
objections similar to those they had before urged relative to the incapacity 
and inexperience of the young man, but finding their arguments of no 
avail they consented, aud both went to prepare Ally Hoossain’s equipage 
and retinue The young man, taking advantage of then momentary ab¬ 
sence, whispered with much apparent anxiety to Colonel Close and Mr 
Webbe, that he had been deceived by hi9 guardians, and after this com¬ 
munication he proceeded, without attending to the Khan9, to the tent 
where it was fixed he should have an inteiview with Lord Clive 
When the ceremony of 1ns inti eduction to his Loidehip was over. Ally 
HoosBtun's attendants (including the guardians), being desired to with¬ 
draw, Lord Clive, after adverting to the whole of the negotiation which 
had passed, informed him of the serious consequences of anv resolution 
he might take, and stated the personal anxiety which he felt that Ally 
Hoossain should be clearly apprized of his situation, and determine with 
caution on a point of such importance to his individual interests and re¬ 
putation as well as to those of hu> family 
Ally Hoossam without hesitation declared m the most explicit manner, 
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that the conferences had been conducted by the Khans without his parti¬ 
cipation, and that he much disapproved of the termination to which they 
had been brought 

Upon this declaration it was judged proper to recapitulate in the most 
distinct manner every part of the transaction , and after the fullest com¬ 
prehension of every part of the subject, the young man declaied his 
readmesB to enter into an arrangement grounded upon the basis of the 
Company’s exercising the civil and military government of the Carnatic 

He was very particular as to the secondary parts of the anangemcnts, 
such as the provision for his personal expenses, and the extent of his 
power over the treasure of the late Nabob, which he evidently consideicd 
to be laige 

This confeience, which was frequently interrupted by the importunity 
of Nejeeb Khan, teiminated by the young man’s dean mg that a treaty 
should be made out, testing upon a basis which vested the ontne civil 
and militaiy government of the Carnatic in the honouiable Company, 
which, he said, a conviction that it was for his benefit, and that of his 
family, would lead him to execute with 01 without the consent of his 
guardians 

On the 20th, Colonel Close and Mi Webbe again went to the palace, 
wheie they wpre met by the two Khans and Ally Hossain The lattei be¬ 
gan the conference by retracting every thing he had Raid to Loid Clive at 
the private interview, and declaring his fixed resolution to abide bj the 
opinion of his guardians 

This extraoidmary change was supposed at first to have proceeded fiom 
fear, and an adjournment to the tent to meet Lord Clive was proposed and 
earned into execution , on then arrival there, the young man’s attendants 
and guardians were dismissed, and he was left m pm ate with his Lon)ship 
He there repeated in the most firm tone his resolution to abide by the 
advice of the Khans, and his unalterable deteimination to accept of no en¬ 
gagement that had for its basis the cession of the civil and military govern¬ 
ment of the Carnatic He had spoken the day befoie, he said, under the 
impression of the moment, but he had since received full information, and 
he now acted agreeably to his own sentiments and to those of the whole 
family, who had been convened for the puipose of assisting I 119 judgment 
He was fully convinced, he added, of the risks he encountered, having re¬ 
ceived communications, the truth of which he could not doubt, respecting 
the Govemor-General’s oiders But he was prepared to meet every dan¬ 
ger lather than subscribe to the conditions proposed 
No aigumcnt was left unurged by Loid Clive which could persuade or 
convince this young man that he was misled to his rum, and that his pros¬ 
perity depended upon a compliance with the demands of the Company's 
government It was m vain that his Lordship pointed out m the most 
clear manner the situation in which he stood, the motives which influenced 
his adherents in persuading him to a couise incompatible with his true in¬ 
terests, and the certain distiess into which he must inevitably bring himself 
and all those dependent upon him, by a perseverance m his refusal of the 
terms proposed 
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Allv IIo(>v>um remained unmoved, ami Lord Clue was at length reluc¬ 
tantly obliged to inform lum that he had fmtinted all (hums to consuleia- 
tion, and must await the evtruno intaiurex whu.li his conduct lnd rendered 
unavoidable 

All hopes of concluding a treaty with the reputed son of Omdut ul 
Omrah were now at an end, that young man had in the most dcliheiate 
manner terminated a negotiation (which had hem conducted throughout 
with a digiee ol temper and modi ration that reflected the highest uedit 
upon those to whom it was entrusted, and which had been maihed at ita 
most impoit nit ‘>t.it;e>, h\ tin extieme ol kindness and i oudescenmon on 
the part ot Lord Clue), In lofusing lus assent to any engagt ment founded 
upon the pi maple-. whuh had been stated limn the hist as indispensable, 
vi/ ** the Company being tested with the nvil and miliUi\ government ot 
the Carnatic ” and Ibis lefusal w is given undet ciruiiiMawr-, which lett 
no mom to suppose tint it would cum be ictiacted It only remained 
therelme to Lottl (’Ini to apply the principles of the Govornoi-Gcneial’s 
ordeis to the iinexpi (ted change ol eu cuinstances that had occurred, mid 
having no longci a piospeet of making the settlement ot the Carnatic m 
the mode (which a variety of considerations leiulered the most advisable), 
to adopt tlu best vvluc h wass practicable under the uuumstauceb ui which 
ho wo* placed 

The whole procending was giounded on the violation of the tieaty of 
17^2 I'rom that violation arose the light of the Bntish Government to 
exeri ise its power in such a mannci and to such an extent as should be 
judged necessary for the adequate becunty of its rights and interest m the 
Carnatic 

The mode of exercising that right was solely to be governed by consi¬ 
derations of expediency , which considerations, howevei, weie to be influ¬ 
enced 111 the first instance by the actual state of the affairs of the govern¬ 
ment of Fort St George at the moment In the second, by those general 
principles of forbearance, moderation, and magnanimity, whuh charac¬ 
terizes every act of the British Government, and 111 the third, by an 
attention to that particular indulgence and generosity which had invariably 
regulated every transaction of the Company with the family of Muhomed 
Ally Khan 

The immediate assumption of the civil and military government of the 
Carnatic under a proclamation, though fully warranted by the conduct of 
the lute Nabob and that of lus> adopted son, was liable to many serious 
objections us an act of expediency, when tried by the considerations above 
stated 

The actual situation of the territories under Fort St George was unfa¬ 
vourable to such a measure a most formidable rebellion existed among 
the southern Polygars, to subdue which it had been necessary to call troops 
from other quarters, and to weaken the defence of several provinces iu a 
manner that would have made it dangerous to increase the number of the 
disaffected, more particularly as such an arrangement would have left a 
treasure in the hands of the family of the Nabob under circumstances 

VOL. V. e 
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winch would have 1 endei ed its application to pui poses hostile to the Bri¬ 
tish intei ests moic than piolmble 

It would have been a very IiaibIi and stiong, if not an impolitic and 
unwise mea9uie, to have substituted at once the Company's authority in 
place of that of the family of Mahomed Ally Khan, without consulting 
the dignity of that family by any pievious anangement for the support of 
its rank, consequence and reputation, and cei tainly would have been con- 
sideied a depaituic from that line of moderation and magnanimity which 
the British Government had always observed in their transactions with the 
natives in India 

The family of Mahomed Ally Khan fiom the long penod of its connec¬ 
tion with the English, from the ties which subsisted between it and that 
government, and from the claims which had been established by its dif- 
feient blanches on the Company’s protection, was entitled to expect that 
all transactions with it should be regulated by pnnciples of the greatest 
indulgence and geneiosity, and that the English Geveinment should not, 
under any possible conduct ot the heads of the family go farthei m any 
proceedings against them, than wliat the adequate sccunty ot its own 
interests demanded 

From reasons of the natuie of those above stated, it occuiicd to Loid 
Clive that the most safe, the most wise, the most conciliatory, and the 
most dignified proceeding which he could adopt (consistent with the pre¬ 
servation of that principle ou which the security of the Butish intciests 
in the Carnatic rested) was to raise to the musnud Azecm ul Dowlali, tho 
eldest nephew of the late Nabob, the legitimate son of Ameer ul Omiah, 
thegiandson of Mahomed Ally Khan, and the great giandson by both 
patents of Anwar ul Dcen, the founder of the family of the Cai natic 

The light of this Prince to the succession (if all light had not been foi- 
feited) was peibaps stionger than that of the reputed son of Omdut ul 
Omiah, but this was not investigated, the act being declared one of ex¬ 
pediency and grace, not of right oi of justice, lus claims were only to be 
considered of consequence ns they seivcd to reconcile the great body of 
the Mahomedan inhabitants of the English tcrutoiies, and the Mahome- 
dan ruleis of neighbounng states to the meaBuie 

When Loid Clive adopted this resolution, lie deputed Colonel Close and 
Mr Webbe to negotiate with the Prince Azeem ul Dowlali, a treaty 
founded on the same basis as that which they had been du cctcd to propose 
to Ally Hoossam Difficulties of a scuous nature occuiicd us to their 
seeing this Prince, as he was kept m a most rigoious confinement, and 
it was feaied that should any idea be enteitamed of lus intended eleva¬ 
tion, that it might prove dangeious to his life, the difficulties however, 
weie lemoved by an occurrence which evinced a contempt for the Com¬ 
pany's authority, that requued immediate check and interference The 
guardians of Ally Hoossam, impatient of the delays which had occurred, 
privately placed that Prince upon the musnud, and it was reported to Lord 
Clive that they pioposed perfoimmg that ceiemony publicly next day, as 
there was no calculating the confusion such a proceeding might occasion. 
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Ins Lordship ft aao immediate oidois foi the Company’s tioops to take 
possession ol the whole paliue, ami to remove nil the Nabob’s guards 

Oneethct ot this nuasuie wus to In mg A/eem-u-Dowlali under the 
protection ot the English ti oi.ps, and on the 2 Id and 21th he had inter¬ 
views with Colonel Close and Mi Webbe, at which he settled with those 
gentlemen the basis ot a tieatv which was dually < (included on the 25th 
of Julv, and on the 2hth, this Pnm e was mtiodmcd to Loicl Clive, and 
conducted to the pilnec ot Ameei Bagli the lesidenoc ot lus father 

In the course of the uitoi news whuh A7eun-u-Dowlah had with Colonel 
Close and Mi ehlie, a good deal ot discussion took place on the subor¬ 
dinate ailuh s of the tieatv, and the Prince shewed on the occasion that 
lie was luMthei dehcient m quickness or good sense, and thdt he was fully 
equ il, as tar as dt pended on personal qualifications, to the support of the 
rank to wlmh he lud been raised 

The tieuly provided foi the Prince’s enjoyment of a clear revenue of 
fiom two to tin ot lues of pagodas annually, unencunibeicd by any charge, 
and also foi the handsome support of all the different branches of the 
family of Mahomed Allv Mian It tested the sovereignty of the Carnatic 
for ever in the Company, and hy that one condition, the subsidy paid by 
the Nabob was secured on the basis of territorial possession , the le- 
sourccs of the Carnatic wore increased, the state of the inhabitants im¬ 
proved, the lcstoiatum of that fine piovmcc to prospenty ensured, and the 
whole system of the British Government in the peninsula at once sim¬ 
plified and consolidated 


John Mylcolm 
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The Honourable Henry Wellesley to Im Excellency the Marquess Wellesley, 
Governor-General 


My Lord, Bareilly, July IS, 1802 

1 I have the honoui to acknowledge the lcceipt of Mi. 
Secietaiy Edmonstone’s letter of the 24th ultimo, enclosing 
the latified copy of thetieaty foi the cession of Fun uhliabad 

2 I now foiward to youi Lordship a copy of the final in¬ 
structions to the collectors foi the settlement of the ceded 
Provinces 

3 This plan appeals to me to be well calculated to pio- 
mote the impiovement of the country, and to sccuie the 
happiness and piospenty of the inhabitants, as well as then 
attachment to the Bntish Government 

4 My lepoit upon the commeice of the ceded piovmces 
is nowundei youi Loidship’s consideration, and I am m daily 
expectation of leceiving youi Loidship’s instructions upon 
this subject 

5 Neaily the whole of the land levenue foi the cunent 
yeai has been collected, and I have every reason to expect 
that at the expnation of the cuuent Fuslee yeai, when the 
collections on account of Sayei will be lealized that the 
balances will be found to be very mconsideiable 

6 Ever since the intioduction of the authority of the Bntish 
Government into these piovmces, their tranquillity has re¬ 
mained undistuibed. As a pi oof of the peaceable disposi¬ 
tions of the inhabitants, it is only necessary to observe that 
at the time of the removal of the Viziei’s aumils, when distui- 
bances weie most to be apprehended, your Lordship was 
employed in effecting the veiy considerable leductions which 
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have lately taken place in the aimy, the hugest piopoition of 
which is stationed m the ceded piovinces 

7 Reflecting upon the an\iety and suspense winch pie- 
vailcd among all classes of the inhabitants of these piovinces, 
dunng the penod of the negotiation at Lucknow, as well as 
on the advanced season of the year at which the cession was 
made, and on the obstacles which weie mdustiiously tin own 
in the way of oui obtaining any accuiate knowledge of the 
lesouices of the countiy, and companng these cncumstances 
with the incicase of levenue obt lined even in the cunent 
yeai, and with the actual state of the country, I tiust it will 
appeji that no exertions have been omitted on my pait to 
establish confidence among the inhabitants m the good faith 
and mtegnty of the British Government, and to piomote the 
improvement of the countiy Youi Loidship will also I 
hope, be of opinion, that the puncipal objects which induced 
you to appoint me to the situation of Lieut -Goveinoi of the 
ceded piovinces have alieady been fulfilled. 

8 I therefore take the eailiest oppoitumty of requesting 
youi Loidship’s peimission to lesign iny piesent situation 
whenever it may appeal that I can do so without mjuiy to 
the public inteicstB. Cncumstances may possibly lender it 
desirable that I should continue in chaige of these districts 
foi a few months aftci the settlements shall have been con¬ 
cluded foi the puipose of cai lying into effect certain arrange¬ 
ments, not immediately connected with it, and of visiting 
those pai ts of the ceded provinces which I have not yet seen 
I do not conceive it possible howevei, that any cncumstances 
can occui to postpone my resignation to a latei penod than 
the expuation of the yeai 1802. 

9 If the success which has attended all my measuies 
should be equal to youi Loidship’s expectations, I claim no 
other merit than that of having endeavouied to make the 
best use of the extensive powei s leposed in me, and conscious 
of having fulfilled the duties of this arduous situation with a 
zeal proportioned to its importance, I desire no gi eater 
reward than the satisfaction which I shall derive fiom your 
Lordship’s approbation of my conduct 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Henry Wellesley 
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No II 

The Honow able Hem y Wellesley to the Mmqnts* WellesUy 
(Evtiact ) 

My lord, Bai oily, Aug 6, 1802 

1 I have alieady had the honoui to addiess youi Lord- 
ship respecting the conduct of Geneial Pei ion’s agents in 
the Punjab, and although my mfoimation upon this subject 
is extiemely confined and mipeifect, I think it my duty to 
continue to communicate to youi Loidship any lepoits which 
may leacli me upon a question in which oui mtcicsts aie so 
matenally conceined 

2 Such is the distiacted state of the Seik countiy, that 
Mi Lewis (one of Geneial Pei ion’s ofliceis) appeals to have 
obtained possession of a consideiable tiact of countiy, with¬ 
out the least lesistance having been opposed to him Theie 
can be no doubt of Geneial Pen on’s intention to assume as 
laige a portion of the Punjab as he may think himself able 
to manage, 01 it may be convenient to him to letain, and it is 
equally ceitam that the actual state of that countiy will len¬ 
der it an easy conquest to anything like a legulai foice 

3 One of the gieatest dangeis to be appieliended fiom 
the establishment of a Fiencli foice m the Punjab is the 
means it would affoid the Fiencli of extending then con¬ 
quests down the Indus, and of seeming a communication 
with the sea by means of that uvei This would lcmove 
every obstacle to then leceiving supplies of men and stoies 
fiom Euiope, foi theie is no Butish foice on that side of 
India, noi aie theie any native powers, situated at the 
mouths of the Indus, capable of opposing a legular foice 
with any piospcct of success 

4 It does not appeal that General Peiron’s designs upon 
the Punjab aie sanctioned by Scindiah, 01 that they aie in 
any way connected with the inteicsts of that chief 

5 Whenevei it can be avoided with safety to ourselves 
and a due 1 egai d to the obligations attached to the posses¬ 
sion of an extensive empne, it is extiemely desuable not to 
intei fere m the disputes between the native poweis, but the 
policy which dictated a foibeaiance in this respect, is cei- 
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tainly weakened by the immense lnciease of ten ltoiy, wealth, 
and powci, which we have acquued within these few yeais 
Fiom tile nnpoitant stake which we now possess m the coun- 
tiy, it is haully possible that oui inteifeicnce should not be 
solicited by the native poweis in any cases ot emeigency, and 
I am in daily expectation of leeciving letteis bom Rajah Sahib 
Sing of Putteealch, ind fiom the Rajah of Amiutsn, both of 
whom ate leady and willing to oppose Geneial Penon, pio- 
vided then cxeitions could be ducctcd to any good end 
These letteis shall be foiwaxded to youi Loidslnp as soon 
they leach me 

6. I understand it to be Geneial Pei ion’s intention to 
entei tlie Punjab, as soon as the lams shall have subsided. 
I am likewise informed that he is making eveiy effoit to laise 
troops 

I have the honoui to be, &c. 

Henry Wllleslly, 


No HI. 

Proclamation jor the E&tablidmcnt oj Fum * 

(Ti anslation) 

Baicilly, Aug dl, 1802 

This is to give notice to the Beoparecs of the Almorah and Kamaoun 
hills, who have been m the piactue ot bunging goods flora th ircoun- 
tucs into the pi ounces now in possession ot the Butisli Government from 
Afzolgurli to Kyregurh, and of purchasing goods, the pioduee of the Io'V 
countries, thut us the British Government is anxious to promote and en- 
couruge the commercial intercourse Dubs'sting between the inhabitants 
of the provinces and those of the hills The honourable the Lieut-Go¬ 
vernor, with the view of piotectmg the Bcoparrca and merchants, has 
resolved to establish periods tor holding fairs near the Ghauts, and to 
send troops for the protection of niereluuts at those fairs, m order that 
the merchants may resort thither for the purpose of traffic at the ap¬ 
pointed periods without molestation, and that thei e may he a constant 


* The effoits made by the honourable Henry Wellesley Cnow Lord 
Cowley) for the welfare of the people of the ceded provinces were not 
only very great, but they were attended with the most beneficial effects 
—[Ed.] 
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and free intercomse of tiade between the two countries It has theicfore 
been settled that m the month of Atightin (beginmug with the ninth day 
of Novembei, 1802, and ending with the eighth day of December) a fan 
shall be held at Chilheca Ghaut m Peigunuah Cashcpooi foi that month 
Aflei an intei val of one month, in the month of Maug (beginning with 
the 7th of January, and ending with the 5th of February) auothei fair 
shall be held foi that month at Belliniee Ghaut, opposite to Pcelecblieet 
At both these places, during the tunes spccihed, the Company’s troops 
shall be sent foi the piotection of the tiaders that no peison may sutler 
injury noi oppicssion 

The meichaiita therefore of both countiies will lcsoit to the above- 
mentioned places at the specific times with all confidence, mutually to 
tiaffie m then respective commodities 

H WbliLl SLfcY 


No IV. 

Faietaell Add) ess of the Honowable East India Company's Covenanted 
Civil Servants in the Ceded Provinces to the Honouiahle Henry fPtlleslcy 
Lieut-Governor of the Ceded Provinces 

Honourable Sir,, Bareilly, Dec 29, 1802 

We the Covenanted Civil servants of the honouiahle the Bast India 
Company, who have acted undei you m the ceded provinces, beg leave to 
express to you our giateful sense of your libeialand unwcuncd endeavouis 
to give genpial satisfaction in every respect, both in your public and pn- 
vate character, and to assme you of the smceie legiet which we feel at 
your departure 

Such of us as have had the good foi tune to be employed more imme¬ 
diately undei you, think it hut just to declaie, that by your indefatigable 
personal exertions, in the aiduous task of anangmg the business of a 
newly-acquired teintory, wheie everything yet remamecl to be done, we 
have been encouraged to persevere with cheeifulness m the dischaige of 
those laborious and linpoitant duties which you, honouiahle Su, so cheer¬ 
fully shaie with us In witnessing such ready co-operatvon m you, the 
toilsome part of our own duty was no longer lemembered 
Gi eat and solid as ai e the advantages, m point of (ommeice, revenue 
and political security, which the honouiahle company, (and cvcntuully 
Gieat Britain) must derive from the important acquisitions of these pi o- 
vinces, still we hesitate not to declaie our fullest conviction, that their 
attainment ha9 beengieatly acceleiated by the judicious exercise of the 
high disci etionary poweis of your elevated situation , and our own exci- 
tious were the more advantageously directed, bv the favomable and highly 
satisfactoiy circumstance of acting under a power in full possession of the 
confidence of his Excellency the most noble the Governor-Gcncial, a 
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confidence essential m eveiy point of view on the first acquisition of these 
tciritoncs, and which, as the result of a thorough personal knowledge, 
could not, toi oh\ions reasons, have hceu so completely lies toned else¬ 
where 

Rtnmglv impressed with these sentiments of respectful and affectionate 
attachment, which such conduct must naturally inspire, we request your 
acceptance of om wannest and most heartfelt wishes for youi futiue pros- 
penty tuul happiness 

We lu\e the honour to be, 
with the gieatest icspcct, 
honourable Sir, 

your most obliged and most obedient servants, 

M Leslie, Vrthibald Reton, Richard Becker, ,T Fomhellc, George 
W ebb, Ilithaid Mmhnck, C Russell, R Swniton, William Leveestei, C 
Dumhleton, ft (Jumnngliame, .T Womjss, J E Edmiston, A Welland, 
R Ahmuty, II Cornish, J Ruhaidson, W Orton Salmon, W P Potts, 
T Thornhill, J Routlcdge, (1 D Outline, R Ross 


To the Gtnthmen of the Ilomuuihlt the East India Company’s Covenanted 
Civil fiervtre aetmsf tn the Ceded Pi evinces in Oude, 

Gentiumix, Foit William, Feb 10,1803 

1 he Liud and flattering terms m which you have been pleased to ex¬ 
press vour approbation of my services, and votir regret at my departute m 
your address of the 29th of December, demand my wai mest and most 
grateful acknowledgements 

The extensive and salutary improi ements which have already been in¬ 
troduced into the ceded provinces m Oude, are pnucipally to he ascribed 
to the zealous and indefatigable exertions of the civil and commercial 
officer* in the discharge of their respective duties The tranquil conclu¬ 
sion of the triennial settlement, the confidence expressed by all classes of 
the inhabitants m the British Government, and the umibuul snecess with 
which every branch of the public service bos been conducted, aie satis¬ 
factory proofs of the advantageous selection made by the Governor-Ge- 
neinl from the uvil seruce of the honourable Company, for the introduc¬ 
tion of the British system of government into these piovinees 
In the exercise of the extensive powers entrusted to me, my acknow¬ 
ledgements are pnrtieulaily due to the gentlemen joined with me in the 
temporary commission for the administration of the piovisional govern¬ 
ment I lime derived the most effectual assistance flora the aid of their 
talents, experience, and honourable support, aud I am happy iu the pubbe 
opportunity afforded me of your address ot expressing the high sense 
which I enteitam of their valuable public seivices 
I shall never cease to retain a lively interest in the wclfaie of these im¬ 
portant possessions, aud I now refleet with peculiai satisfaction, that the 
foundation is established for their future affluence and prosperity, these 
sentiments are rendered still more gratifying by the honourable testimony 
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winch your addiess has afforded tne, that in the estimation of so huge and 
lespectable apait of the sciuce of the honoui.iblc the East India Com¬ 
pany, my appointment to the tempoiary clunge of the ceded piovmus m 
Oude has been advantageous to the execution ol yom ic^pettne services, 
and has facilitated the progiess of the public business in your scveiul dc- 
paitments 

I have the lionom to be, 

with the gieateet respect and esteem. 

Gentlemen, 

your most obedient and faithful sei vant, 
IIenry Wjllllslly 

[The following letter, as it lefcis to the honouiable Hemv Wellesley’s 
(uow Lord Cowley) services m India, is heie mseited — Ed ] 

No V 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Honourable Henry Dundas 
(Private) 

My dear Sir, Madras, August 14, 1799 

The extraoi dinary nature of the late events m India, and 
the extensive and intricate questions which have heen in¬ 
volved m every measure of my government since the hour of 
my aruval, as well as the lmpoi tant consequences which must 
lesult from the new older of things m this quaitei of oui 
possessions, appealed to me to lequire a degiee of commu¬ 
nication with you moie particular and minute than could be 
obtained by any coirespondence m writing, even if ithad been 
practicable for me to devote for that puipose a sufficient 
share of my time and labour to my European despatches I 
have therefore thought it advisable to despatch to England a 
person intimately acquainted with the whole couise of my 
thoughts and actions, and master of all my present views, as 
well as of the actual state and condition of India* In en- 
deavounng to select such a peison, my choice was confined 
to the very limited number of those with whom I transact the 
most secret affairs of the government, and I at length deter¬ 
mined (whatever might be the peisonal saciifice) to employ 
him who must naturally stand highest in my confidence and 
esteem, and who is without question most competent fiom his 
mfoimation, habits and discretion, to communicate confiden¬ 
tially with you* I have therefore appointed Sir Henry Wel¬ 
lesley to take chaige of my present despatch, and I can safely 
refer you to him ujion eveiy point of importance which has 
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ansen in my mind or can anse in youis witli 1 elation to the 
government of India As he is famished by me with me- 
moiaiuhi upon c\ciy subject which has appealed to me mate¬ 
rial foi youi consicleiation, I tiust that you will entci without 
leseive into the most free communication with him, and that 
you will facilitate Ins letuin to India at the eailiest possible 
penod aftei youi mind shall have foimed a decision on the 
vanous points which he will submit to youi view. IJndei this 
mipicssion, and with this hope, I shall add nothing to this 
lettei fui tlier than my acknowledgments foi youi veiy satis¬ 
factory despatches, Nos. G, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, leceived 
on the 4th of August, on many of the points which they con¬ 
tain, you have alieady leceived my opinions by the Ewy&ice 
oi by subsequent despatches I tiust that by the next ships 
from Bengal (whither I propose to return m the first week of 
September) I shall be able to transmit full and satisfactory 
answeis to such of youi suggestions as have not befoie been 
under my paiticulai consideration 

Believe me, my deal Sn, 

youis most faithfully, 

Wellesley. 


No. VL 

Oude, 9tli Jane, 1800 

Additional force actually sent into Oude, since the beginning of the 

year_I regiment of cavalry (Native,) H companies of aitillery, 3 do of 

Lascars, 4 legunentb (or 8 battalions) Native infantry 
Remaining to be sent to complete the proposed augmentation —1 regi¬ 
ment of Native cavalry, 1 do Europeans, ± company of artillery, with 
then Lascars, 2 regiments (or 4 battalions) Native mfantiy 

Total augmentation to be a charge on tlie Vizier when completed will 
be—2 regiments Native cavalry, 1 do Europeans, 2 companies of artil¬ 
lery, Ac , it regiments (oi 12 battalions) Native infantry 
N B. The funds for payment of augmentation by the Viziei, will be 
supplied by the reduction of his own troops 


No. VII 

JLovd Castlercugk, Pi csident of the Pom d of Conti ol, to the Mm guew 

IVeUcsley 
(Most Secret.) 

My dear Lord, Loudon > Se P* 2B > 1803 

I cannot deny myself in foi warding the piesent despatches 
the satisfaction of sending you a few lines, written with 
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pel feet umeserve on the important consideiations to which 
they have lefeience. 

The tempei of the Couit of Dnectois is no seciet to your 
Loidship I should not now lefer to it, wishing to soften 
feelings lather than to aggiavate them, weie it not fiom a 
peisuasion that youi mind takes a highei range than to dwell 
on such a suhoidinate consideiation. You will, I tiust, only 
weigh what is due to the public inteiest, and to youi own 
high leputation, and suffer the other pomt to opeiate only so 
far as it might be an obstacle to eithei, or both of these 
objects. 

Looking at it in this point of view, I am sanguine m hoping, 
indeed I think I can ventuie to assuie joui Loidship, what¬ 
ever sensations may exist m that quai tei, that nothing unplea¬ 
sant will proceed fiom hence duimg the lemamder of your 
stay, always taking it for gianted that youi Loidship will 
consult as far as possible, the feelings which you know to 
exist at home, and that you will conform to the instiuctions 
sent out, except in so far as you may feel yourself called on 
to exercise the discretionary authority, which belongs to youi 
situation, upon cn cumstances not foi eseen when the decision 
was taken m Europe 

I think it necessaiy to send you, m confidence, the answei 
returned by the Boaid, m leply to a paiagiaph sent up by 
the Court, relative to Mi. Henry Wellesley’s appointment, 
still tiustmg that any thing of unkindness which that para¬ 
graph may have breathed, will not dwell on youi Loid&hip’s 
mind, 01 alter the tone of respect and conciliation which you 
always feel disposed to observe towards the Couit, as the osten¬ 
sible authonty m oui system of Indian government I am prin¬ 
cipally led to send you the papei m question, as it will appuze 
you of the grounds upon w r hich the Board alone consider 
the appointment as justifiable, namely, on its being of the 
most temporary nature, indeed this obvious distinction ap¬ 
pears from the despatches alieady leceived, to have been 
fully m youi Loidship’s contemplation when you placed Mi 
Wellesley at the head of the commission. I should have 
been perfectly piepaied to have expiessed at once upon the 
transaction, as it stands self-explained, my distinct approba¬ 
tion, did I not conceive that I should have an opportunity of 

ilninrr if tntli m nvo lirmrflif nnrl i th Innn »« 1 *« n L _ a! 
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Couit, when the Lite tiansactions m Oude came legularly 
undei consideration. I thought it hettei to confine myself 
at piesent to such reasons as I have stated, foi not concumng 
m then opinion 

Having said so much of the tempei of the Couit, which I 
am satisfied Mill not be sufleied by youi Loidship to distuib 
you toi a moment, I cannot avoid adveitmg to a considera¬ 
tion, which lam peisuadcd will affect yom feelings with veiy 
opposite and highly s itisfaetoiy sensations—I mean the pei- 
sonal exeitions which Mi Addington lias made thioughout 
the wdiolc of this tiansaction, to oveicome eveiy impediment, 
and to accomplish eveiy puipose, which could lelieve your 
pnvato 01 giatify youi public feelmgs, I am the moie 
anvious to state what has been Ins conduct, knowing the 
long habits of private fncndship which have subsisted be¬ 
tween you, and thinking it possible that the fact might not 
reach you fiom any otliei quaitei, ceitainly not fiom himself; 
indeed, from none could it come so well authenticated as 
fiom myself, who had an opportunity of watching his feelings 
and conduct fi om the moment youi late despatches reached him. 

I cannot close this letter without endeavounng to relieve 
youi mind on one point, which must be a subject on every 
ground of much anxiety to youi Loidship, namely, as to the 
hands in which the supieme government of India is likely to 
be placed aftei joui Loidship shall withdiaw fiom it Ex- 
clusi\c of the public concern involved m the appointment, 
your Lordship has personally much to desire that it may 
pass into hands capable of supporting with dignity and effect 
the empire which you will have to bequeath to his manage¬ 
ment. 

I cannot yet acquaint youi Lordship that Mi Yorke has 
made up a resolution to accept the tiust, but I feel it due 
to you to mention, m peifect confidence, that it has been pio- 
posed to him, with the additional desue on the part of the 
King’s Government, that he should pioceed in the first 
instance to lepkcc Lord Clive at Madras. 

The high official situation Mi. Yoike at present holds in 
this country makes him hesitate m some degree as to his de¬ 
cision. I rather think however, that he will finally accept, as 
he feels m the strongest manner the importance of the trust 
that has been proposed to him 
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We have felt some difficulty m bringing Mi. Yoike’s mind 
to contemplate an appointment m the fiist instance to the 
goveinment of Foit St George, which we are e\tiemely de- 
snous he should undeitake, as well with a view to the mteiests 
of that paiticular goveinment as also foi the puipose of ac- 
quiimg that degiee of local expenence, which will enable 
him with the moie effect to supeiintend the now much ex¬ 
tended affans of that Presidency, aftei he shall have taken 
upon himself the supieme goveinment 

Fiom the knowledge we have of youi Loidslnp’s feelings 
with respect to youi letuin to Europe, and the evident pi oofs 
which youi letters affoid that even youi continuance duiing 
the season 180.3-4 in India, will be a sacnfice to public duty, 
we have felt ouiselves sanctioned by youi Loidship in spe¬ 
cifying distinctly to Mi Yoike the penod when he may 
expect to entei upon the supieme goveinment, which tiust 
alone could induce him to leave Euiope, and as llie appoint¬ 
ment to Madias will be accompanied with a conditional 
appointment to Bengal, I should hope on this ground both 
our objects may be leconciled 

Your Lordship has known Mi Yoike too long to lequue 
fiom me any comment on his qualifications to fill the impor¬ 
tant station of Goveinoi-Geneial As fai as my acquaintance 
with Mi. Yoike enables me to foim a judgment, I do not 
observe any public chaiacter whose seivices at piesent could 
be obtained by the Company, who possesses so many lequi- 
sites'to seive them with ability, and to preseive to them the 
empne, which has acquned great additional importance under 
youi Loidship’s admmistiation. I am peisuaded, if Mr 
Yoike should ultimately accept, that the prospect of having 
an opportunity of communicating fieely with you befoie youi 
departuie, and of possessing himself of youi Lordship’s views 
and opinions on all the complicated concerns of Indian go¬ 
vernment, will operate as a veiy matenal inducement to his 
taking chaige m the first instance of the subordinate Piesi- 
dency We shall be fully prepaied, before Mi Yoike can 
be called on to leave the coast, to leplace him at Madias by 
an appointment fiom home, being entuely persuaded m 
common with youi Loidship, that the vanous and extended 
interests of that Piesidency will lequue such an arrange¬ 
ment. 
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Wishing yom Loidslnp all possible happiness and success 
both public and private, and anxious to contubute to both to 
the utmost of my powei, 

I .nn, my deal Loid, 

with peifect tiuth and legald, 

e>ei most sinceiely and faithfully youis, 

Casilereagii. 


[Enclosure ] 

Public Depm tmcnt Di ufl pm uq i aph pi opobcd by the Coin t of Du ectoi s, 
to be si nt to thou Pii wrA in y at Fin t U'lllmn in Bengal Appointment 
of Mi Henry JFelh sley, in the etded Uutiuti, in Oude 

East India House, 19tli August, 1802 

Our Secret Committee have hacl laid before us a letter fiomthe Governoi-Gene- 
ioI, dated the 11th of No\ember 1801, enclosing copy of a treaty concluded with 
his Excellency the Nahoh Virier, on the 10th of that month "We obseive that it 
is the intention of the Goveinoi-Gencial to tiansmit by the Mommgton Packet , a 
detailed statement of the means which he has employed in accomplishing this im¬ 
portant anangement, being therefore not at piescnt in possession of all the papeis 
relative to the negotiation, we shall icservo our opinion upon the geneial subject 
until the several documents shall be completely before us 
We feel ourselves, however, particularly called upon to express our early senti¬ 
ments on the appointment of Mi Henry Wellesley m the ceded districts, with the 
most ample powers for the purpose of Bottling the country, with the aid and assis¬ 
tance of some of the Company's civil servants Whatever abilities Mr Wellesley 
may possess, it is impossible for us to signify our consent to that appointment, 
without abandoning the interests of our legular covenanted seivants, which it is 
our duty at all times effectually to protect, nor can we consider this appointment 
m any point of view than os a virtual supcrcession of their just rights, and as a 
soveie disappointment m the leasonablc expectations of men, who having past many 
of their best y ears in the service, and who, after much labour having become suffi¬ 
ciently expel icnccd in the manners and customs of the people, and having acquired 
a competent knowledge of the country languages, might naturally suppose them¬ 
selves qualified for and look up to such an honourable situation The Govemoi- 
Gencral must be sensible of the mortification that muRt be felt upon this occa 
sion by our civil seivants, were we to sanction thiB appointment, and equally 
aware that it would be establishing a precedent, liable hereafter to great abuse 
The appointment in question is also liable to objection on account of its ille¬ 
gality The act of the 33d of Geo 3d c 52 s 57, directs positively, thatvacancies 
in the civil lme of the Company’s service in India, shall be supplied from amongst 
the Company’s civil servants The clause to which we have referred, has for its 
object the preservation of the just rights of the civil branch of the service, and the 
prevention of abuses, which had formerly existed The act is binding both upon 
us, and upon our respective Indian governments We therefore feel ourselves in 
this, and m every point of view of the subject, irresistibly called upon to disap¬ 
prove of the appointment, and lieicby direct that Mr Wellesley be removed 
forthwith 


Jambs Cobb, Assistant Secretary 
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An&nei of the Boat d of Gontroul to the foit going papei 

Gentlemen, Whitehall, 20th Sop 1802 

We have the honour to return the paragiaph lelative to Mi Henry Wellesley’s 
appointment, and tiust, the Couvt of Ducctois will coincide in opinion with us, 
that it is expedient to suspend foi the present expi easing any decision on this 
subject, fov the following leasons 

We entnely concui with the Court of Directois in feeling it necessity to guard 
with extieme jealousy the rights of their civil servants, and shall always be disposed 
toco-opeiatewith them mgivmg full effect to the piovisions of the law framed foi 
this salutaiy puipose In the piesent instance, liowcvei, as fnr as the appoint¬ 
ment stands explained in the despatches hitheito leceivcd fioin the Governor- 
General, we must hesitate in accedmg to the opinion expressed by the Couit, 
] st Because we are not convinced that the Goveinoi-Generul, m cutiusting to his 
private Secietary, Mi Ilemy Wellesley, the conclusion of an linpoitint ticaty, 
necessanly in itself a transaction of the most delicate and confidential natuie, and 
one in which Mr Wellesley’s sei vices from Ins close connexion with the Governor- 
General might be highly mateiial to its success, has exceeded his authonty, and 
2ndly If m entiustmg Mi Heniy Wellesley with the execution of the ticaty, the 
Governor-Geneial has not gone beyond the exeicise of a sound discietion, we 
trust the Court will be disposed with us to pause, and to await the explanations 
which the Governor-General has announeed his intention of transmitting upon 
the subject, befoie they express any opinion, but moie particularly befoie they 
disapprove the farther meosuie adopted by his Lordship of confiding to Mi Henry 
Wellesley the temporary superintendence of the commission composed of the civil 
servants of the Company, to whom has been entrusted the settlement of the ceded 
Provinces 

Were the piesent appointment made in consequence of any vacancy in the 
regular establishment of the Company, or if it constituted a peimanent pait of 
any extension of that establishment lendeied necessary by recent cncumstances, 
no doubt could arise in lespect to its illegality We are not piepaiod however, to 
consider tempoiary duties, arising out of the peculiar situation of possessions 
newly acquired, and not yet leduced into a state of regular administiation, as 
coming within the strict provisions of the act 

We have no hesitation at the same time in stating, it is our own decided opinion 
that the spirit of the law will m general be best consulted, by entrustmg such 
special services to the civil and military servants of the Company Although we 
hold this to be tiue as a general principle, yet we admit that circumstances may 
not only warrant, but require a relaxation of this rule, and in the present instance 
we trust the Court will feel it due to them Governor General to suspend then 
decision, as it appears clearly, upon the face of the transaction, that none but 
public motives, and those of the highest description, could have induced your 
Governor-General to confide on Mr Wellesley to undertake this delicate trust, 
the rather, as theie is every reason to believe, from his Lordship’s letter to the 
Court, dated on the Ganges near Benares, the 14th of November 1801, that Mr 
Wellesley’s appointment will have been determined by the nature of the service 
itself before the proposed paragraph could reach India 

At the Bame time, we aie fully impressed with the importance of scrupulously 
adverting to any measure of the nature in question, which your Governors abroad, 
under the preBBure of extraordinary circumstances distinct from the UBual course 
of your service, may consider themselves called on, upon then personal respon- 
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sibilitv tu ulopt, mil mo <hall be piepircd, when the piomiscd communications 
shill bo received, tmoncin m such notice ot this measure os may cftectually guard 
(howivoi the Couit nm he ltd Irom peculiar cncumstances to give it their ulti- 
miti sanction) i^ mist its being made in injurious precedent hcreatter 

Vo have the hss lu si tit ion m u t onimending this course of proceeding, as it 
ippi irs li\ tin nlvii i s Irntii Rilled, icceivcd subsequent to the paragraph in ques¬ 
tion In mg uppiovod by the Court, that Mr Henry Wellesley leceivcs no emo¬ 
luments whatevu liom the Inti i]ipointment, beyond those which he betore 
onjoud uiuhi the spicial vuthoiity ot the Court ot Directors, as Fmate Secretary 
to the C.«o\pinm Oinuil llus is i iniunistnnce, which we are satistied the 
(.unit (rogird being bul to the importance and lesponsihihtv of the tmst) will not 
<ml\ considir is puuluuly bonomabh to Mi Welhsley, but also is furnishing in 
itstit, as (ui as the present pun ceilings might m futuie be hazardous os a prece¬ 
dent, no iiKonsiduibli si unity igainst such a dangei, especially is we may at all 
tunes satolv iolv un tlu vn,ilinro and mthority with which the Court will be pie- 
paiul to onioiie tlu icguhitions ol its own service, whcntvei it shall appeal to 
them th it thc\ h i\e been imwisUv oi nnuccesfaunly infringed 

Wcaie, &e &c 

CASri EREAGH, &C 


No VIII 

The Mu fin* ^ If i llosloif in thv Hamm able Mi Peti ir at Mud) ai 
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Diar Sir, 1011 Wllliam » Jul y 2 > 1803 

I received w ith gicat satislni turn uiui obliging congratulations on the settlement 
ot Oude No country am ifioul a moic fan promise than the ceded Provinces I 
expect that the revenue inti polite will be in such a state m the couise of about 
three months, as to etiabh Mr Hmrv Wellesley to return to me The revenue 
will giently exceed nil iny cah illations ot its amount, and the commerce will be a 
new mine ot wedth lutheito uniAploml 

You will lx happy to hear that by the joint operation of encreased resources and 
of reduced charges especially military, I have at length been able to accomplish 
the last object ot my hopes and cares in India, the restoration of the finance The 
euirent year 1H()2 3 will furnish a clear surplus applicable to investment of about 
a million sterling, and I entertain no doubt of surpassing the most sanguine expec¬ 
tations, which have ever yet been foimed in Fngland respecting the permanent 
augmentation of the souices of investment, and the speedy diminution of the Indian 
debt Our revenue m this year m Bengal, cxcculs Mi Dunda&’s estimate by about 
hnl f n million steilmg* while our Uuugcb are below his estimate in a very con¬ 
siderable degree 

1 have the honour to he, deal Sir, 

Your faithful and obedient servant, 
WriTKSIKT 
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Colonel Kn kpat) icle, Mihtniy SeueUny, to Captain Malcolm, Envoi/ to the 
Coin t of Perm 

Sir, Fozt William, 10th Oct. 1799 

1 The light honouiable the Goveinoi-General having 

appointed you on the of August to be envoy fiom the 

Government-General m India to the couit of Baba Khan, 
the piesent King of Persia, his Lordship now directs me to 
furnish you with the following instructions for the regulation 
of youi conduct m that mission 

2 You are to proceed with all convenient expedition to 
Bombay, the government of which will be dnected to furnish 
you with one of the honourable Company’s ci uizei s for the 
puipose of conveying yourself and suite to Bussoiah. 

3 At Bombay you will also be furnished by the Governor- 
m-Council with copies of all the correspondence which has 
passed between him and Mehdi Alh Khan, a native agent 
employed for some time past by Mr Duncan, under the 
instructions of the Governoi-Geneial, m opening and con¬ 
ducting a negotiation at the court of Persia, with a view to 
preventing Zemaun Shah fiom executing his fiequently re¬ 
newed projects against Hindostan* 

4 No accounts have yet been received of the arrival of 
Mehdi Alh Khan at Tahiran, wheie Baba Khan holds his 
couit It may be expected, however, that before you can 
leave Bombay such advices will be received from Mehdi Alh 
Khan, as may be of considerable use m regulating the mea¬ 
sures proper to be pursued by you either before or after you 
shall have reached your destination 

5 Mehdi Alh Khan is the Company’s Agent at Bushire, 
and may possibly have returned thithei from his temporary 
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mission to the couit of Pcisia by the time of youi amval at 
Busline, whole it will be piopei you should touch oil youi 
way to Bussoiah But how r evei this may be, Meluh Alh 
will be dnacted by the Govcinoi ot Bombay to place him¬ 
self undci youi oideis, and you will accoiduigly eitliei take 
him with you fioni Busline, should you find him tlicie, or 
letain linn with you should you find lnm at the couit of 
Peisia, or suftci him to icsume the duties of Ins station at 
Busline, as you may judge best for the public sen ice 

G. You must eveicise youi discretion with lcgaid to the 
degiee of confidence to be leposed in Meluli Alh and to the 
mannei m which lie shall he employed. Some cucumstances 
make Ins cncumspection doubtful, but as tbeie appeals no 
giound foi questioning Ills integiity, or zeal for the public 
seivice, his Loidslnp thinks it may be in lus power to af¬ 
ford you some useful assistance in the progiess of your 
mission 

7. If the season should admit of it, his Loidslnp wishes 
you to touch at Muscat on youi way up the Gulph You 
will he furnished with letteis fiom lus Loidslnp to be even¬ 
tually delivcied to the liiiaum of Muscat and to Ins Minister 
You will receive from the government of Bombay copies of 
such parts of the correspondence of Melidi Alh Khan as 
relates to Ins negotiation at Muscat m 1798 The Governor- 
General has but too much reason to believe, that, notwith¬ 
standing the engagements entered into on that occasion by 
the Imaum, that Prince has continued as favourably dis¬ 
posed as ever towards the Fiench Duung your stay theie- 
fore at Muscat, you must omit no endeavours to pievail on 
the government of that place to execute faithfully the con¬ 
ditions of the treaty of 1798, and effectually renounce all 
sort of connection with the Fiench His Lordslup deems 
it unnecessary to suggest to you the topics propel to be em¬ 
ployed for this purpose. The government of Bombay will 
on youi application communicate to you all the information 
m their possession relative to the grounds on which the 
fidelity of the Imaum to his engagements has been sus¬ 
pected. 

8. The Persian Translator has been directed to furnish 
you with copies and extracts of all the correspondence of 
the Governor-General with the late Tippoo Sultaun, and 
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of such of the papeis found at Senngapatam as are calcu¬ 
lated to prove the mimical designs entei tamed by that Prince 
against the English and then allies You will make such 
use of these documents both at Muscat and eveiy where 
else m the course of your mission as may appeal to you to 
be necessary You will particulaily advert to the gioss 
calumny which Tippoo Sultaun is now known to have m- 
dustiiously circulated m eveiy Mahommedan state about 
the beginning of the present yeai, and which imputed to 
the British Government in India an avowed design of destioy- 
mg eveiy Mussulman Power m Asia Mi Edmonstone 
will point out to yoy. the particulai passage in his Loi dship’s 
letter of the 8th of November 1798 to Tippoo Sultaun, on 
which the lattei affected to build this extraoidmaiy accusa¬ 
tion, and it will be easy for you to demonstiate its utter 
falsehood and absuidity even to the most bigoted Mahom- 
medans. 

9 You will endeavoui to adjust while at Muscat any 
points relating to oui interests at that place, which the 
government of Bombay may lecommend paiticularly to your 
attention, but you aie not to peinut any object of this 
natuie to delay youi voyage to Persia. 

10. Fiom Bussoiah you will proceed to the court of 
PeiBia either by the route of Bagdad, or by such other 
loute as you may find to be most eligible. In case you 
should visit Bagdad, you will delivei to the Bashaw of that 
place the letter fiom the light honourable the Governor- 
General which you will receive with these instructions 

11 You will communicate fully and unreseivedly both 
with Mr Manesty the Company’s Resident at Bussorah, 
and with Mi Jones at Bagdad on the object of your nnssion, 
and you will arrange with those gentlemen the stops to be 
taken with a view to establishing as quick and secure a com¬ 
munication by letter between yourself and them as may be 
pi acticable. 

12 You will apprize the court of Peisia of your deputa¬ 
tion as soon as possible after youi arrival, either at Busso¬ 
rah or at Bagdad, intimating in general tcims, that the 
object of it is to revive the good understanding and friend¬ 
ship which antiently subsisted between the Persian and 
Butish Governments It is not desirable that you should 
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be more particulai with any peison who may be sent to 
meet you, or to asceitam the design of youi mission, but if 
much piessed on tlic subject you may signify, that, among 
othei things, you have been instiucted to endeavoui to 
extend and improve the commercial intercouse between Persia 
and the British possessions in India 

13 The primary purpose of your mission is to prevent 
Zemaun Shah fiom invading Hindostan, or should he 
actually invade it, to oblige him, by claiming him for the 
safety of his own dominions, to relinquish the expedition. 
The next object of his Loidship is to engage the couit of 
Persia to act vigoiously and heaitily against the Fiencli m 
the event of their attempting at any time to penetiate to 
India by any route m which it may be piacticable for the 
King of Persia to oppose their piogiess 

14 With respect to the fiist of these objects, your man¬ 
ner of negotiating it will necessanly turn, in a gieat measuie, 
upon the progiess which Melidi Alii Khan shall have made 
previously to your amval at the couit of Peisia in pursuit 
of the same end. Should he have succeeded m disposing 
that court favourably towaids his Loidship’s views, you 
will confirm and improve this advantage by every means m 
youi powei You will begin by expatiating on the mutual 
benefits which cannot fail to acciue to both nations fiom the 
establishment of a solid friendship between them, and of a 
commercial intercom se regulated on libel al and enlightened 
principles between the Persian dominions and the Bntisli 
possessions in India The infoimation necessaiy to enable 
you to state the advantages of a commercial connection m 
the most foicible manner cannot be any where bettei ob¬ 
tained than at Bombay, and accoidmgly that government 
will be directed to furnish you with such instructions and 
materials for this purpose as they may judge piopei 

15. The penod for agitating the question respecting Ze¬ 
maun Shah must be regulated m some degiee by the in¬ 
formation which you may be m possession of l dative to the 
motions of that Punce, and on this account it will be ne¬ 
cessary that you should omit no means of obtaining the 
speediest and most authentic intelligence fiom his country. 
The government of Bombay will be instructed to tiansmit 
to you, by every opportunity, whatevei information of this 
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natuie they may receive either fiom the Governoi-Gcncial 
01 fiom the Residents at Poonah and with Dow lut Rao 
Scindiah, both of whom will be paiticulaily duected to coi- 
lespond punctually with Mi Duncan on this subject 

16 If you should learn fiom authority to be depended on, 
that theie is no piobability of Zemaun Shah suddenly dis- 
tuibmg the tianquilhty of Hindostan, tlieie will be the less 
necessity foi youi immediately enteiing upon tin*-, point of 
your negotiation, but if you should be well assmed of the 
contraiy, no time must be lost m opening the business 

17 It is piopei you should know, that the solicitude of 
the Goveinoi-Genei al with regard to Zemaun Shah anses 
at piesent almost solely from consideiations which have 
refeience to the actual cucumstances of Oude last ycai it 
was necessanly excited in a gieat degiee by the natuie of 
oui situation with lespect to Tippoo Sultaun But now, if 
the civil and militaiy blanches of the Vizier’s administration 
were upon that footing on which Ins Loidship is desirous 
(and not without hopes of being able) to place them, he 
would cease to feel any fuitlier degiee of anxiety lelativc to 
the piojects of Zemaun Shah, than what must always be 
raised by a piospect of any interruption to the tianquilhty 
of oui possessions in India 

18 It is this peculiai state of affairs with legard to Oude 
which lenders it of the gieatest unpoitancc, that Zemaun 
Shah should be pi evented fiom making any attempt upon 
Hmdostan foi thiee yeais longei, by which time hi& Lord- 
ship expects that the Viziei’s fiontiei will be put m such 
a lespectable postme of peinianent defence as, if it should 
not effectually discouiage any invasion of his Excellency’s 
terntones, will at least lendei it difficult foi a foreign enemy 
to make any serious impression upon them 

19 Upon this principle, lus Loidship authonzes you, 
whenevei circumstances shall appeal to you to lequue the 
measuie, to conclude a treaty with the couit of Pcisia on 
the following basis► 

Fust The King of Peisia to engage to pi event Zemaun 
Shah, by such means as shall be conceited between his 
Majesty and you, fiom invading any part of Hmdostan, and 
m the event of his ciossmg the Attoch, or of the actual 
invasion of Hmdostan by that Prince, the King of Persia to 
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pledge limiself to the adoption of such measuies as shall 
he nccessaiy foi the puipose of compelling Zemaun Shah 
to letuin immediately to the defence of his own domi¬ 
nions. 

Second The Company to engage to pay to the Kang of 
Persia for this seivice, eitliei an annual fixed subsidy of 
thiee lacs of lupces duiing the penod that this tieaty shall 
continue in foice, or a piopoition, not exceeding one-thud, 
of such extiaoidmaiy expense as Ins Majesty shall at any 
time actually and bona fide incur foi the specific puiposes 
stated in the foiegoing aitiele IIis Loidship leaves it to 
youi discretion to adjust the amount of subsidy on eithei of 
these principles, according as may appeal to you to be most 
favourable to the mtciests of the Company. But he is of 
opinion, that by absolutely fixing the amount of subsidy in 
the fiist instance many giounds of dispute and dissatisfac¬ 
tion would be piecluded, which would otlieiwisc be liable 
to arise, while bemg fixed at the standaid which has been 
mentioned, the total chaige to the Company for the term of 
the treaty would probably fall veiy shoit of what might be 
justly claimed under the otliei anangement in the couise of 
a single year 

Third The Company not to be entitled to a pai ticipation 
in any conquests or spoils which may be acquned fiom 
Zemaun Shah m the event of hostilities between him and 
the King of Persia 

Foui th. The subsidy to be dischaiged by the Company 
m money and merchandize m such propoitions, and by such 
instalments, as you shall settle with the court of Persia 

Fifth. The duration of this treaty to be limited to thiee 
years, and to be afterwards renewable at the option of the 
contracting paitics 

20 His Loidship in fixing the subsidy at three lacs of 
rupees per annum, has been governed by a geneial con¬ 
sideration of the high comparative value of money in Persia. 
But if the principle of a fixed subsidy should be adopted, 
and if you should find an augmentation of the sum abso¬ 
lutely necessary, his Lordship empowers you to increase it 
to three and an half, or even to four lacs of rupees 

21. It has occurred to the Governor-General, that you 
may possibly find it practicable, by the judicious distribution 
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of presents, and offeis of nnhtaiy and othei supplies to 
accomplish his Loidship’s objects with lespect to Zemaun 
Shah without being obliged to bind the Company to the 
payment of any immediate 01 eventual subsidy , Ins Loidsliip 
recommends this point to youi delibeiate consideiation, not 
doubtmg that you will exeit youiself to the utmost to obtain 
the objects of youi mission at as light a charge as possible 
to the Company 

22 . With respect to the commeicial points to be nego¬ 
tiated, his Lordship directs me to observe, that, when finally 
adjusted, they may eithei be included in a geneial tieaty 
compiehending all the proposed objects of your mission, or 
be thiown into the foim of a distinct convention, as you may 
find most convenient The commeicial anangements, how¬ 
ever, should be of a permanent and peipetual natuie, and 
should not be made to expne with the subsidiaiy treaty 
You have already been refened generally to the govern¬ 
ment of Bombay for the information necessaiy on this head, 
and that government will be directed to foim an outline of 
such commercial arrangements as may appear to them to be 
desirable, and to submit the same to the Governoi-Geneial 
m Council foi the consideiation and approbation of his 
Lordship previously to your finally concluding upon them 

23 In consideung the diffeient means by which Zemaun 
Shah may be kept in check durmg the period requited, you 
will natuially pay due attention to those which may be de¬ 
rived fiom the exiled biotheis of that Pnnce, now resident 
m Persia under the protection of Baba Khan. If occasion 
should offer, you will cultivate a good understanding with 
those Punces, but you aie not to conti act any positive en¬ 
gagements with them without the specific authority of the 
Governor-General 

24 > With respect to the second object of your mission, or 
the engaging the court of Persia to act eventually against 
the Fiench, his Lordship deems it unnecessary to furnish 
you with any detailed instructions The papeis with which 
you will be furnished, and your own knowledge and reflec¬ 
tion will suggest to you all the arguments proper to be used 
foi the purpose of convincing the couit of Persia of the deep 
interest it has m opposing the projects of that nation, and 
of inducing it to take an active and decisive part against 
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them If m this event the co-opciation of a British naval 
aimament in the Gulph of Peisia with the land foices of 
Baba Khan should be judged expedient, lus Lordship 
directs me to say, that you may confidently piomise it, as 
well as an ample supply of whatevei aims or militaiy stoies 
may be requued by his Majesty Ills Loidship empoweis 
you also, m the case heic supposed, and on the condition of 
the most vigorous and decisive operations being undeitaken 
against the enemy by Baba Khan, to engage to pay to that 
Prince, dunng the penod of such opeiations, either a 
monthly subsidy to be pieviously fixed, or such a propor¬ 
tion of the expenses actually incurred by him on the occa¬ 
sion, as may be mutually agreed on between you and the 
court of Persia 

25. The subsidy which it may be stipulated to pay to 
Baba Khan, in eithei of the cases stated, must be discharged 
by funds which you will endeavoui to raise by means of bills 
to be drawn by you either on the Supieme Government, 01 
on the government of Bombay In case of your being 
unable to laise the requisite funds by such means, the Go¬ 
vernor-Gcneial will take the pioper measuies for making 
you the lemittance from hence eithei m bills or specie. 

26. You will be caieful to legulate the conduct of the 
persons belonging to youi mission, during your residence m 
Persia, m such mannei as may most effectually conduce to 
the honour of the national character, and to the prevention 
of jealousy or misunderstandings. 

27. His Lordship thinks it unnecessary to caution you , 
against submitting to any ceremonies at the couit of Peisia 
which can have any tendency to degrade your representative 
character He considers it sufficient to observe, that con¬ 
formity to such usages as you shall find established m the 
case of ambassadors from other independent poweis can 
never have such a tendency. 

28. With respect to the nature and amount of the pre¬ 
sents which it will be proper you should make to the King 
of Persia and the principal pel sons of his court, his Loid¬ 
ship confides in your disci etion foi observing such a degiee 
of economy on this head as may be practicable consistently 
with a due regard to the honour of the British Government 
and to the usages of the country. 
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29 His Loidslup authonzes you* to puichase on youi 
ainval at Bussoiah, 01 as soon aftei as you may judge ex¬ 
pedient, a sufficient number of horses foi the use of the 
paity of dismounted native cavaliy ordeied to be furnished 
you fiom the Presidency of Foit St Geoige, and to provide 
them with saddles and the othei necessaiy articles of equip¬ 
ment His Loidship relies on your mounting, equipping, 
and maintaining this part of your escort at as modeiate a 
charge as may be piacticable 

30 You will endeavoui duiing your lesidence at the 
court of Baba Khan to obtain an accuiate account of the 
strength and lesources of Zemaun Shah, and of his political 
relations with his different neighboui s, and to estabhsh some 
means of obtaining heieaftei the most collect and speedy 
information on the subject of his future intentions and move¬ 
ments. 

31. His Lordship desires you will keep a legular journal 
of youi pubhc transactions, and that you advise him by 
every opportunity of the pi ogress of your negotiations and 
of all important occurrences. It is also his Lordship’s 
direction that you correspond occasionally with the light 
honourable Henry Dundas and with the Secret Committee 
of the Court of Directors, on the affaus of youi mission A 
copy of the cypher No 11 will be furnished you on applica¬ 
tion, by the government of Bombay 

32 . In the event of the death of Baba Khan, or of any 
revolution in the government of Persia befoie you shall have 
enteied mto any engagements, you will either suspend or 
prosecute your negotiations with the new government accoid- 
mg to the judgment which you may foim of its character, 
its probable stability, and its means of fulfilling the ends of 
the proposed alliance. 

I am, &c 

William Kirkpatrick 



Persia ] 


Tlir KING OF PERSIA 


91 


No. n. 

Tin [ftlhsltif (a ruttih Alh Shah, King of Persia * 

Wuttcn 2fith August. 1802 

The solicitude of the Bntish Government of India to 
sti engthen and mipiovc the lelations of amity and honouiable 
alliance with youi Majesty has been manifested by the most 
signal acts of systematic policy, and has been publicly ac¬ 
knowledged by all the states of Asia The peculiai splen¬ 
dour of the embassy which conveyed the testimonies of my 
respect and attachment to your Majesty’s august presence, 
the exti aordmai y honours with which your Majesty’s ambas¬ 
sador was lcceived under my express orders, on his Excel¬ 
lency’s anival m the Butisli teintones, the zeal and assiduity 
displayed by the go\ eminent of Bombay and by all ranks of 
Butisli subjects at that settlement to conciliate the good will 
of the Pei sian ambassudoi, and the public preparations con¬ 
ducted undei my immediate and personal direction for his 
Excellency’s reception with the most distinguished solemnity 
and honour, at the seat of the supreme Butish authority m 
India, lia\ e afforded sufficient demonstrations to the world of 
my high considei ation for your Majesty’s exalted dignity, and 
of my uniform intention to evince that unalterable sentiment 
towards the acci edited representative of your royal person. 

Reviewing these incontrovertible testimonies of my anxiety 
to establish a fnendly and honourable alliance with the powei 
of Persia on the most solid foundations, your Majesty and 
all the states of Asia will anticipate the deep affliction and 
anguish of mind with which I have witnessed the sudden in¬ 
terruption of our bright and happy prospects by a disaster, 
which as far eluded the scope of human prudence and fore¬ 
sight, as it surpassed the ordinaly extent of human calamity 
and the common vicissitudes of fortune To this awful dis¬ 
pensation of Providence I submit with resignation, but not 
without hope. 

In the most painful moments of my disappointment and 


* This letter was written by tbe Governor-General m consequence of 
the Persian ambassador being killed at Bombay, as explained in Vol II 
page 668 —[Ed ] 
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grief I have derived considerable consolation fiom the ie- 
flection, that, as I have hitheito assiduously employed eveiy 
possible effort to cultivate a lasting fuendship and harmony 
of interests between your Majesty and the Butish Govern¬ 
ment, my amicable sentiments have been unifoimly letumed 
with equal cordiality by youi Majesty’s auspicious disposi¬ 
tion 

A dreadful, unforeseen, and uncontrollable calamity lias 
intervened to afflict your Majesty and the Butish Govern¬ 
ment with mutual sonow and consternation, and to letaid 
the completion of oui leciprocal wishes, but not to suspend 
our established fuendship by gioundless jealousy and unjust 
suspicion, not to fiustiate the natural and piopitious lesult 
of oui united counsels, not to destroy the fiuits of the ma¬ 
ture wisdom and justice of both states, nor to dissolve those 
sacred engagements by which we had cemented the founda¬ 
tions of durable concord, secuied the channels of fiee intei - 
couise and beneficial communication, and enlarged the souices 
of our common safety, prosperity and gloiy. 

Entertaining a due sense of the value and impoitance of 
those engagements to both states, I shall pursue, with un¬ 
abated confidence and pei severance, the pohey on which the 
subsistmg treaties are founded, and the amicable and earnest 
exertions by which they were obtained The pui suit of this 
course cannot ultimately fail to obtain success, the calamity 
which we have suffered is a just subject of lamentation, but 
its consequences are not 11 retrievable, from the recipiocal 
condolence of the two states may anse new motives of com¬ 
bined interest and additional securities of amity and alliance 
A zealous interchange of the offices of humanity, a concur¬ 
rent sense of common sorrow, and the conscious ceitainty of 
mutual sincerity and good faith may lead to a moie intimate 
union of sentiments and views, and the temporary suspension 
of this important embassy, may tend to ensure and improve 
the benefits of our actual connection 

Supported by these hopes, and relying on the justice and 
integrity of the principles and motives which have actuated 
the British Government, I trust that the progiess of my re¬ 
newed intercourse with your Majesty will giadually obhteiate 
the lemembrance of this fatal and unparalleled disastei, and 
will amply compensate to my mind foi its actual distress by ’ 
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tlic final accomplishment of the same salutary plans of policy, 
which had rendeied a personal interview with the deceased 
representative of youi lllustnous peison, the object of my 
most coi dial wishes and of my most anxious expectation 

To repair the se\eie loss sustained by his untimely decease, 
to demonstiate my sincere lespect foi his memoiy and my 
unfeigned legiet that he should have fallen by a violent death 
within the Butisli dominions, and in the immediate exeicise 
of functions which the laws and usages of all crvihzcd nations 
have lendeied sacted, I have endeavouied to admmistei to 
his surviving lelations and attendants eveiy office of huma¬ 
nity and fucndly compassion, every attainable comfoit and 
alleviation of tlicir just gnef, and every possible compensation 
for the injuries which they have sufFeied. 

In discharging this duty I have selected Majoi John Mal¬ 
colm, the officci who was recently vested with the honourable 
cliaiacter of envoy fiom this Government to youi Majesty, 
and who now occupies the most confidential station in my 
family. 

That officer proceeds immediately to Bombay, and he is 
directed to affoid to the suiviving lelations and attendants of 
the late ambassador, m my name, such effectual aid and as¬ 
sistance, and such testimonies of affectionate commiseration 
as may tend to mitigate their suffeungs, and to console their 
affliction 

With the same views, I have provided the most speedy 
means of offering to your Majesty the lespectful expressions 
of my sincere condolence on this disastious event, and of 
concerting with your Majesty such measures as may conduct 
the embassy to its original purpose, accelerate the favourable 
issue of eveiy dependmg question, and confiim the subsist¬ 
ing lelations between the two states, m the conciliatoiy spirit 
of the recent negotiations, and on the basis of the treaties 
already concluded. 

Relying with confidence on the continuation of youi Ma¬ 
jesty’s disposition to improve the relations of amity and alli¬ 
ance between the two states, I shall await the communication 
of your Majesty’s sentiments with regard to the measuies to 
be adopted for the accomplishment of the original objects of 
the mission of the deceased ambassador 

The Government of Bombay has received my mstructions 
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to confoim to any duections which youi Majesty may be 
pleased to transmit with lespect to the persons who attended 
the late ambassadoi on Ins mission to this Government, I have 
directed that those pei sons should continue at that Piesidency 
until your Majesty’s intentions with lespect to the piogiess 
of the embassy shall be notified to the Butish Government. 

Your Majesty will justly estimate the distinguished pi oof 
which I have mamfested of my anxiety to meet youi loyal 
pleasure in the appointment of Majoi Malcolm on this un¬ 
happy occasion. 

In consequence with the satisfaction which that officei 
afforded to youi Majesty in the dischaige of the impoitant 
duties of envoy to youi Majesty’s Couit, he was selected by 
my oideis, on his letuin fiom youi Majesty’s presence, to 
dischaige the duties of the confidential station pieviously 
occupied by my brothei. Majoi Malcolm lehnquishes, foi 
the piesent moment, the duties of that important station with 
the expiess view of expediting the affaus of your Majesty’s 
embassy. MajoT Malcolm has received my commands to ad¬ 
dress your Majesty upon Ins arrival at Bombay. 

This lettei is despatched by a lespect able gentleman, who 
has been appointed Resident at the British factoiy at Abou- 
sheher, and who has been directed by me to obey such com¬ 
mands as he may receive from youi Majesty, and to proceed 
to Shiraz, or to your capital, if required by your Majesty, 
foi the purpose of conveying to youi Majesty any further 
explanations with respect to the circumstances of this disas¬ 
trous event 

At a propei penod of time, I propose to despatch a second 
embassy to youi Majesty’s Court, and to offer to your Ma¬ 
jesty, thiough an envoy of rank, my smceie condolence on 
this unhappy occasion. 


A true Copy 
N B Edmonstone, 
P Sec to Government 


Wellesley. 
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Fmancuil Mumte by the Em l of Morning ton * 

Fort William, June 12, 1798 

The state of the finances of the government of Eoit St 
George necessarily became an object of my attention, during 
my continuance at that presidency I found the piessuie of 
the pecuniary distress of the government to be so seveie, that 
the investment foi the present ycai must be wholly relin¬ 
quished unless immediate lclief can be offeicd fiom Bengal. 

My public duty theiefoie lendered it incumbent on me, to 
lose no time m ascertaining the situation of the finances of 
the government, with a view to the adoption of the eailiest 
measuies for furnishing such aid to the government of Foit 
St. Geoige as might obviate the evil consequence to be ap¬ 
prehended, from any longer continuance of their present 
embarrassments 

Having directed the Accountant-Geneial to prepare the 
most accurate estimate, which the materials m his possession 
with relation to this piesidcncy, togethei with such as he has 
procured from the others, could enable him to foim at this 
season of the year, of the pi obable receipts and disbursements 
of Bengal, Madras and Bombay for the yeai 1798-9, I now 
lay that estimate (No. I) before the boaid for the purpose of 
bringing under their consideration, a general view of the 
actual state of the pecuniary affairs of the three Presidencies. 

That estimate has been formed with the usual caution of 
calculating the receipts rather lower, and the charges rather 
higher, than either may be expected to prove, so that upon 
the whole the result will piobably be moie favouiable than 
the present calculation 

With this observation, that estimate wdl be the foundation 
of the suggestions which I shall offer to the Board 

From that paper it appears, that allowing for a supply in 
the course of the year 1798-9 to Fort St. George of 75,00,000 
sicca rupees, and to Bombay of 25,00,000, the deficiency 
for which provision must be made m older to meet the ex- 

* Referred to m Vol I p, 54, where a part of this mmute ib punted —[Ed ] 




96 financial minute by [Financial. 

pected demands at the thiee piesidencies respectively will 
be in—Bengal, 1,28,68,360 , Madias, 43,45,350, Bombay, 
41,67,611 

The total deficiency theiefoie at the three presidencies 
togethei will amount to sicca lupees, 2,13,81,321 * 

The piessmg exigencies of the government of Foit St 
Geoige requne the most speedy assistance. I therefoie pio- 
pose that whatevei sum in specie not exceeding the amount 
of 15,00,000 sicca mpees can be furnished m the couise of 
the months of June and July, consistently with the other in¬ 
dispensable engagements of this government, shall be foi- 
waided to Foit St Geoige on boaid His Majesty’s ship La 
Vergime , that mode of conveyance being the safest, as well 
as the eailiest and most expeditious that appeals likely to ofFei. 

The gieat amount of the piobable deficiency of lesouices 
for the year 1798-9, as stated in the annexed estimate (No. 
I) added to the possibility of an increase of demands upon us 
m that year, and to the still moie aggiavated piessuie to be 
appiehended m the year 1799-1800,f requnes the most seri¬ 
ous consideiationfoi the information of the Board, as well as 
that of the honourable the Couit of Directois, I now proceed 
to considei this important subject m the seveial distinct 
points of view, in which it appeals tome to demand attention 

In the first place I wish to examine the causes of the 
great deficiency in oui actual lesouices, and the direct and 
collat'd al efFect produced by those causes upon the whole 
system of pubhc and pnvate ciedit distinguishing such of 
those causes oi effects as appeal to me to be of a peimanent 
natuie fiom such as may be deemed temporary 

Secondly, I mean to propose such tempoiary expedients, as 
appear likely to enable us to meet oui piesent exigencies, 
and to answer the demands of the other Presidencies, as well 

bet it be remembered also that tins deficiency was existing after 
several years of piofound peace —[Ed August, 1837 ] 
f Lord Castlereagb in bis speech on the Indian budget in the House 
of Commons on the 24th of March, 1803—" complimented the Marquess 
Wellesley on the services he had rendered by his government, and ob¬ 
served that, through his judicious means, the empire of India was m a 
state to bid defiance to invasion The Noble Lord then adverted to the 
situation of India, previous to the war, which had left it with an increased 
debt of ^10,000,000, and notwithstanding a long continued war, and the 
accumulation of additional buithens, the resources of the Company were 
undiminished and the revenues nearly double ” —Pubhc Jottt nals for 1803 


Financial ] Tim earl of mornington. 97 

as of tins Government without any diminution of the invest¬ 
ments ot Bengal, Madias oi Bombay, foi the cunent yeai 
And lastl\, I will lay befoie the Boaid the only plan which 
m my opinion, cm tend to check thepiogiessive accumulation 
ofoui embaiiassments, to affoid the piospect of peimanent 
lelief to oui lesomces, and to lestoie the foundation of 
public and private credit 

The immediate causes of the estimated deficiency will ap¬ 
peal obvious horn the annexed accounts 

By account (No 2) the sums appiopnatcd m India to the 
pui poses of investment and coutneicial cliaiges in the year 
1796-7 and 1797-8, amounted to 1,96,15,16.) cui lentiupees, hav¬ 
ing been m 17%-7,—Si,30,70,125, andin 1797-8,-— 2,65, 1-5,04*0, 
and exceeding the amount of bills diawn upon the Court of 
Dnectois fiom India within the same penod, by the sum of 
3,83,39,263 cunent rupees, the bills diawn on the Court of 
Dnectois having been m 1796-7,—79,88,699, and in 1797-8, 
32,87,203, and by the account No 3, it appeals that the 
pioposed investment for 1798 fiom all oui India possessions, 
including the supply pi oimsed to Canton, amounts to 2,40,88,000 
cunent lupees 

But the accounts Nos 4, 5 and 6, shew that the total sum 
applicable to tlie puichase of investments fiom the revenues 
in India and pioduce of sales of lmpoits fiom Euiope was 
m 1796-7,—81,43,858, 1797-8,—96,44,550, and is estimated 
to be in 1798-9, 78,20,133. 

This annual demand foi the purpose of investment upon a 
scale so fai exceeding the annual means of the thiee piesi- 
dencies is the cause of the present deficiency 
However dispropoitioned this demand may be to oui le- 
souices m India, I neitliei expect noi desne it to he leduced, 
and being convinced of the gieat advantages denvedfiom an 
enlarged scale of investment to tlie aftans of the company at 
home, to the most linpoitantmtciests of oui India possessions, 
and to the general prospenty of the Butish Empne, I con¬ 
sider the present amount of the investment as a charge, of 
which no diminution can oi ought to be made in a subsequent 
year. 

A considerable mciease of expense has ansen at each of 
the three presidencies from tlie late military regulations, as 
modified undei the resolutions of this government, fiom the 
VOL. v. g 
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various augmentations of oui militaiy foice, and fiom the ex¬ 
peditions undeitaken against the seveial foieign settlements, 
as veil as fiom the expense inclined m maintaining the esta¬ 
blishments in oui numeious conquests 

Of these a gieat pait of the chaiges inclined on account 
of the nnlitaij legulations must be deemed peimanent, and I 
shall take a futuie oppoitunity of stating the giounds of my 
opinion that at the piesent cnsis it would not be piudent, to 
attempt any ieduction of the augmented military foice of this 
piesidency 

I do not expect any fuithei expense m the cunent yeai, 
on account of foi eign expeditions 

The establishments maintained m oui se\eial conquests, 
must be consideied as peimanent chaiges, until the conclu¬ 
sion of peace, they may howevei veiy pioperly become the 
objects of immediate revision 

It is not at piesent possible to obtain an accuiate state¬ 
ment eithei of the total amount of the expense mcuiied on 
account of the intended expedition to Manilla, oi of the pio- 
poition of it which will fall upon this year, but this aiticle 
whatevei may have been its amount must be leceived among 
the numbei of the tempoiaiy demands which have contilbuted 
to our piesent embairassment 

Undei the same head must be consideied the supplies ad¬ 
vanced m Bengal to Ins Majesty's and the Company’s ships 
foi lepans and othei puiposes, of which nopiecise statement 
can now be piocured 

The annual payments to the creditois of the Nabob of 
Aicot have been a heavy cliaigc upon the lesouices of this 
Presidency, and will continue to be so, until they shall be 
completed 

Some increase has taken place in the chaiges of the civil 
establishment, amounting as appeals by account No. 7 upon 
the comparison of the actual chaiges of 179f>-7, being the 
latest penod to which the account of the actual revenues and 
chaiges of Bengal has been made up with the estimated 
chaiges of 1798-9, to 9,25,000 sicca rupees, of these the 
mciease under the general and judicial dcpaitments arises 
principally fiom the charge, foi an ears of salary payable to 
the Govei noi-Geneial and to the judges, under the regula- 
tionb of the Act of 1773, fVom the penod of the respective 
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embai kation of tlie pci sons appointed to those oflices in 
England, while their nnmodiale piedecessois weie m the 
leceipt of the same allowances m Bengal These chaiges of 
couise die not of a permanent natuic 

I am not at present m possession of matciials to enable me 
to fonn a iiulginent upon the natuic of the othei aiticles of 
mcieased charge which appeal upon this account 

But it is necessity to lcmaik, that the total inciease of 
chaiges civil and nuhtai> as slated m this account amounts to 
39,25,000 To balance tins liiciease tlieio lias been an 
augmentation ot the subsidy fiom Oude, to the amount of 
26,50,000, and an inciease upon the pioducc of the customs, 
fiom which howo'vei, is to be deducted the amount of the 
customs at Benaies formerly earned to the account of the 
land revenue ot that Piovince 

The complete accounts not having yet been leceivcd fiom 
Madias oi Bombay, I am not at piesent enabled to cntei mto 
any detailed view of the sevcial articles of inci eased cliaige 
at those Presidencies, but the estimate No 1, founded upon 
communications from the accounts of each Presidency, suffici¬ 
ently shews that the chaiges at Madias and Bombay have 
been augmented in an equal piopoition with those m Bengal 
To this inciease of chaiges must he added the failuie of 
some blanches of our oidmary resouices 
The deficiency of the produce of the sales of opium has been 
frequently the subject of obseivation both at home and m Ben¬ 
gal, the causes of that deficiency have been well understood, 
and the most advisable means have been taken to lestoie this 
branch of revenue undei the improved system of management 
by agency, which has been substituted m the place of the 
former mode of conti act 

The full benefit of this impioveraent cannot howevei yet 
be realized, but theio appeals to be eveiy lational giound of 
expectation that the levenues collected on opium, will reach 
their foimer amount within a period of thiee oi four years, at 
present although the estimated amount of the profit upon 
opium is higher than the actual pioduce of the last yeai, yet 
the reduced scale both of the actual and estimated profit, 
upon this article compaied with its former amount, must be 
deemed a failure m the oidmary resources of this Govern¬ 
ment. 



100 


FINANCIAL MINUTE BY 


[Financial, 


The stamp duties imposed m place of the police tax, 
which weie estimated at about five lacs of lupees have not 
pioduced moie than one, and aie estimated at tuo lacs foi 
the cuirent yeai, this is a positive failuie of lesouice foi the 
pie sent which, howevei, may he lcmedied m futuie The 
duties have not yet been imposed foi a penod of time suffi¬ 
ciently long to justify any decisive opinion upon then peima- 
nent pioduce In the meanwhile, I have evciy leason to 
believe, that impi ovements may be intioduced in the mode of 
collecting them which will gieatly mciease then pioduce, 
without any augmentation of the buithen upon the people. 

The outstanding balances upon the land levenue must be 
enumeiated undei the head of deficiency of lesouices foi the 
cunent yeai, (vide account, No 8 ) 

But I have the satisfaction to obseive, that the gieater 
paitof the balances outstanding on the 30th of Apul m each 
yeai, since the yeai 1792-3 has been constantly i eahzed within 
the course of the year, and that the sum which has ultimately 
lemamed inaneai,has borne a veiy mconsideiable pioportion 
to the magnitude of the total collections of the land levenue, it 
is howevei to be lemaiked that foi these last thiee yeais the 
mciease has been piogiessive (though to no huge amount) m 
the ultimate aneai which has been earned on to the account 
of the ensuing yeai This has ansen chiefly fiom an me- 
gulanty m the payments of the Zemindars holding the largest 
tiacts of lands, who, eithei deuve an advantage m withhold¬ 
ing then lents fiom Government until the latest possible 
moment of delay, oi find a difficulty in collecting them fiom 
the mfenoi tenants This subject has aheady been discussed 
in seveial of the geneial letteis m the depailment of le¬ 
venue 

It has occupied much of my attention since my aruval m 
Bengal, and I hope to be enabled to state ray sentiments upon it 
moie fully befoie the time of the next despatches to England, 
it may not be difficult, without any mfiingement of the lenient 
punciples of the judicial system, to impiove the mode of pro¬ 
cess now in use foi the lecoveiy of aneais of lent due either 
fiom the Zemindar to the Company, oi fiom the mfeiior 
tenants to the Zemmdai, by applying a propei leinedy m 
both cases, the lecovery of anears may m futuie be lendered 
moie easy and expeditious. 
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The last aiticle which deseives notice undei the head of 
failuie of 01 dinar v lcsouices, is the aireai upon the sub¬ 
sidy pavablt In tlie Nabob Vi/iei, (vide account 9,) this a- 
mounted on the 30th of Vpnl lo twilvi lacs of Lucknow sicca 
lupces, of whull about fne may be placed to the account of 
the nuleased subsidy undei the tieaty lately concluded by 
Loul Toignmouth and the lemaindei to that of the subsidy 
undei the lonnei tieatj This aneai is since mcieased to 
the amount of above eighteen lacs, 1 have liowevei, gieat 
pleasuie m stating my belief that the Nabob Vuiei is sm- 
cciely disposed to make cveiy possible effoit foi the liquida¬ 
tion of this aneai, as well as foi mtioducmg such a system 
of oidei and etonoiny into the management of his finances, 
as will enable lnm to be moie punctual m bis futuie payments, 
undei this mipicssion, I tiust I am not too sanguine m my 
hopes that an aireai to this amount cannot justly be stated 
under the head of a piobablc peimanent deficiency m the 
receipts of this government. 

I am not at picsent in possession of mateiials to enable me 
to state with accuiaey the paiticulais of any deficiencies 
winch may have ansen m the oulmaiy resources of Madras, 
I lcaint that a consideiable deficiency had happened m the 
produce of the two distucts of Tanjoie, assumed by that go¬ 
vernment undei the treaty of 17912, m consequence of Ameer 
Sing’s failure m his monthly payments, and that the Com¬ 
pany was likely to suffer a heavy loss by the misconduct of 
one of their soivants, in a distuct of the noitliem Cncars. 

The pi ogress of expense accompanied by the failuie of 
ordinary resources lias compelled tlie governments of the 
three Picsidencies to lesort annually to the expedient of 
raising money by loan for the seivices of the current yeai, 
and as these sums of money have been hoi lowed at a rate of 
interest unusually lngh, and undei engagements of repay¬ 
ment within short periods of tune, the tempoiaiy lelief which 
they have afforded has been closely followed by heavy addi¬ 
tions to the annual chaiges, undei the heads of payment of 
interest and principal of debt. 

The increase of the debt m Bengal between the 31st of 
January 1797, and the 31st of Januaiy 1798, has been 
1,21,63,033 Sicca iupee&. 

The nature of the difficulties to he expected at this Pie- 
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sidency m the piesent, and m the ensuing yeai fiom the m- 
ciease of debt, and the engagements contiacted with the 
public ci editors, will be undei stood by lefening to (vide 
account, No 1,) the estimate of the extiaoidmaiy disbuise- 
ments of the government of Bengal foi 1798-9, wheie the 
annual chaige of intei est is stated at 50,00,000 of sicca 
lupees, and the sum to be paid upon the puncipal of the 
loans boi rowed at 12 pei cent, is 37,48,360 sicca mpees, m 
the couise of the yeai 1799-1800 a fuither sum of sixty-two 
lacs will become due at this Presidency on the same account. 

Although for the leasons alieady stated, I cannot paiticu- 
laiize the mciease of the debt at the othei Piesidencies, I 
have no leason to doubt that it has made neaily an equal 
piogiess with that of Bengal 

To recapitulate theiefoie the puncipal causes of oui actual 
embarrassment, they aie to be found m the gieat amount of 
the supplies furnished on account of investments to Europe 
and to China, m the mciease of the civil and militaiy establish¬ 
ments of all the Piesidencies, m the expenses incident to the 
acquisition and maintenance of our several conquests m India, 
and to the intended expedition against Manilla, m the pai- 
tial failuie of ceitain blanches of oui oidinaiy lesouices, and 
finally m the heavy addition to oui debt undei the accumu¬ 
lated piessuie of a high late of intei est, and of the obligations 
conti acted for the annual dischaige of laige poitions of the 
puncipal 

Upon the public lecoids the considerations appeal which 
induced this Government to bonow money foi the public 
seivice upon the terms to which I have adveited 

A lettei is lecorded upon the pioceedmgs of government 
from several lespectable mei chants at Calcutta concerned m 
the trade of indigo, stating that so eaily as the 17th of 
August 1796, a veiy unusual scarcity of curient rupees had 
become a mattei of geneial complaint and distiess m the set¬ 
tlement, and that money could not at that time beboirowed at 
the interest of 12 per cent, even with a deposit of Company’s 
paper This distiess is attubuted to the spirit of adventuie 
and commercial speculation, which had occasioned imprudent 
projects of trade beyond the leal capital of the merchants 
concerned. 

Under these cncumstances it is stated, that the Govern- 
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mcnt could not li.no 1 used a sum sufficient to meet the public 
exigencies at any l.ito of mteiest lowei than pioposed by the 
01 del of the 19th of Septembei 1790 

The same cucumstanees tleaily piove, that the einbauassed 
state of pi ivate eredit cannot be imputed entn ely to the effect 
of the teimsof that loan in luising the geneial late of mteiest 
throughout India, since the caily complaints of the meichants 
themselves have established the iael that the scaicity of 
money, the consequent mcieased late of mteiest, and the 
embanassments ot pm ate ciedit, existed to an unusual extent 
pieviously to the publication of the teims of that loan 

But although the loan of Septembei 1796, may have been 
an unavoid ible measuie undei the circumstances of that time, 
and although it cannot be said to have occasioned, it cer- 
tamly greatly aggravated the existing embanassments of 
private credit, they have since incieased m a veiy alaiming 
dogiee, and similar effects have been pioduced upon the 
public credit of the Company m India These effects have 
been sensibly fedt in cvciy subsequent financial operation for 
the public service, and may now be traced m tlie general 
depreciation of the public sccunties at edcli of the thiee Pre¬ 
sidencies. 

Bengal *—On the lht of June 170S, 12 per cent fiom $ to £ per cent, 
8 ditto 124 to 184, 6 ditto 20 to 2] 

Madias —On the 8th of 1 M. 1 v 1708, 12 per tent from 3 to 4 per cent , 
8 ditto, 19 to 20, 6 ditto, 2 i to 25, (j ditto acknowledgements to the 
Nabob’s creditoi s, 28 to 30 

Bombay —On the 10th of May 1798, 12 per tent 4 pei cent » 9 ditto, 
10, 6 ditto 20 

It is a great satisfaction to me to be enabled to add, that the 
plan lately adopted of applying a monthly sum to the pur¬ 
chase of the Company’s outstanding papei, promises to pro- 


* Average value of the Public Securities m Bengal in the yea) 1803-4 
—12 per cent piemium, average 2,10 2,2, 10 per cent ditto 7,14-6,14, 
3d to 5th loan, at 8 per cent ditto 2,1 1,9, 1st and 2ml ditto, at ditto, 
ditto 1,5-0,13 1 old 8 per cent ditto 0,12-0,9, 6 pu cent discount 2,1- 
2,9 On the 29th ot July 1805, when Lord Wellcsby icsigued the 
government of India, the cunent value and state of the public sccunties 
was as follows 12 per cent—none at market—all paid oft, 10 ditto 
4 to 3-8 premium, 8 ditto 3-4 to 3-12 discount, 6 ditto 8-4 to 8-12 
discount —[Ed.] 
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duce the beneficial consequences which might have been 
expected fiom it, in the couise of the piesent month the dis¬ 
count upon the public secuuties in Bengal has aheady fallen 
in the following piopoition 

On the 18th of June the discount on 6 pel cent, was 17 pei 
cent , on 8 pei cent 10 pei cent 

Having thus examined the causes of the gi eat deficiency of 
our own actual lesouices, as well as the effects pioduced 
upon the state of public and private ciedit by the combined 
operation of oui mcieased expence, and of the means em¬ 
ployed for defraying it, I cannot be insensible to the difficul¬ 
ties which must be encounteied in devising any admissible 
expedient for laising the supplies lequned foi immediate 
service 

In the piesent cusis, the common expedient of di awing 
bills upon the Couit of Dnectois would not be an available 
resource m Bengal 

There is too much leason to apprehend that no considera¬ 
ble supply could at piesent be piocuied in Bengal foi bills 
upon England, as the sum paid into the Tieasuiy between 
the 3d of Apul and the 18th of May, for bills diawn on 
account of the Sinking Fund at so favouiable an exchange 
at 2s 6d per sicca lupee, payable twelve months aftei date, 
is only 31,000 sicca mpees But even if the necessaiy sup¬ 
plies could be laised by bills upon England, I should not 
think it advisable to mcui the usk of embanassing the affairs 
of the Company at home by adopting such a measuie, with¬ 
out having first leceived the sanction of the ordeis of the 
honourable the Court of Directors 

The reduction of the investment which might be stated as 
anothei mode of affoi ding a tempoiary relief to our distiess, 
would be attended by so foimidable a tiam of ruinous conse¬ 
quences, that I nevei would recommend such a step under 
any other cucumstances than those of a most indispensable 
necessity, the only expedient theiefore which remains is, that 
of endeavouring to raise a sum of money by loan 

The amount of the total estimated deficiency of Bengal for 
the piesent yeai, is 1,28,68,360 sicca iupces,* including a 

* Thiough an inadvertency this sum which is deficiency m Bengal only 
(as stated in the toimei part of this Minute) was insetted in the original 
copy of thispaiagiaph, as the deficiency of the three Piesidencies 



Financial ] ihe earl of mornington 105 

supply of 1,00,00,000 mpees to Madias and Bombay. It is 
stated to me, that neithei the twelve pel cent loan now open, 
noi any othei upon a snnilai plan could be safely estimated 
to pioduce moie than about two-tluids of this sum, (being 
about eighty lacs of rupees,) the sum tlieiefoie lemaimng to 
be pioduced in Bengal cannot be less than foity lacs of 
mpees 

The plan which I mean to piopose for laismg this supply 
has been adopted by me aftei full considei ation as that which 
undei all the cncumstances of oui situation appeals calcu¬ 
lated to affoid the special lelicf to oui piesent exigencies 
with the least piobabihty of occasioning futuie distiess 

Foi the details of the plan I must lefei to the annexed 
papei (vide No 10) piepaied by the Accountant-Geneial, 
being a modification of a plan submitted by him to the late 
Govemoi-Geneial in Council on the 16tli of Novembei last, 
\jthe modified plan appeals to me to unite many lecommenda- 
^tions which lendci it peculiaily well adapted to the present 
postuie of oui pecumaiy affans. 

The late of interest pioposed being ten per cent, and the 
period of lepayment of the puncipal ten yeais with an option 
: ieserved to the lionouiable Couit of Dnectois of postponing 
the repayment of the puncipal foi two yeais longei, the dou-4 
ble advantage is obtained of a i educed late of interest, andj 
v of every pi acticable degiee of secunty against any mateiiaF 
^inconvenience to the Company with lespect to the time of the 
clemand for the lepayment of the principal 

On the othei hand, the plan offers to the subscubers resi¬ 
dent m India the temptation of a lughei late of interest foi 
a longer teim of years than can be obtained m any othei 
existing public fund, and to peisons letuining to Euiope it 
holds out the advantage of the high late of inteiest payable 
m Europe at a favourable exchange, and finally the lepay¬ 
ment of the principal in Euiope upon the same beneficial 
terms. 

Although by this plan a step is made towaids the leduc- 
tion of the late of interest upon our loans, I still feel a gieat 
degree of reluctance m pioposing to laise money for the pub¬ 
lic service at so high a rate as ten pel cent., and I am also 
awaie of the objections which might be stated against sub- 
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jecting the Company to the payment of such a late of inteiest 
foi so long a penod as ten yeais 

By lefenmg to the lettei from the Accountant-Geneial to 
the Governoi-Geneial in Council, dated the 16tli Novembei, 
1797, (vide No 11,) it will appear that the lale of interest 
affoided to the subscubei by the teims of the pioposed loan 
is not so high as he might obtain, if he weie to pursue the 
oidinaiy mode of placing his money m the Company’s eight 
pei cent, secuiities at the discount of the day 

No loan could be pioductive, the teims of which should 
not beai a just piopoition to the existing value of money and 
to the actual state of the public secuiities If any piobable 
terms could be assigned to the contmuance of the wai in 
Euiope, it might piopeily become a question, whether a loan 
for a shoitei penod and at a highei rate of intei est, might 
not be piefeiable to that which I now piopose , because in 
the event of peace, it might leasonably be expected, that 
means might speedily be found of raising money at a lowei 
rate of intei est than ten pei cent 

But the prospect of peace in Euiope appeals to be so le- 
mote, and the piessuie of oui annual payments of the inteiest 
and principal of the late twelve pei cent, loan is so heavy 
(the amount of the debt of Bengal at twelve pei cent being 
now sicca lupees* 1,05,68,658) that undei all the cncum- 
stances of the case, no measuie appeals to me more eligible 
than that which combines an nnmediate, though small reduc¬ 
tion of the late of inteiest, with an extension of the penod 
of redemption of the capital boil owed 
I have alieady stated that the late of inteiest is below the 
actual value of money in Bengal, and if the pioposed period 
of ledemption of the capital weie shoitei than ten years, it 
would not hold out sufficient temptation to the subscubei 
whose money will now pioduce twelve pei cent, upon public 
secunty, exclusive of the discount of the day. 

With respect to the rate of exchange (being 2s. 6d the 
sicca rupee upon bills payable fifteen months after date) it 
will be found to be considerably lower than the piesent ordi- 


* This was the exact amount of the twelve per cent debt of Bengal on 
the 12th of June, 1798 
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naiy late of exchange between Bengal and England. The 
small sums paid into the tieasiuy on account of the sinking 
fund foi bills di awn on the honouiable the Couit of Dnectois 
even at 2a Gd the sicca lupee, payable twelve months aftei 
date, sufficiently pioves the actual state of the exchange, 
if my mfoimation be conect, theie is no piobabihty of any 
gieat vanation in the late of exchange upon England even 
in the event of peace 

This is a subject which will heieaftei demand fuitliei ex¬ 
planation, the punciples on which I piopose the loan foi this 
yeai would lequne that I should also close the loan at twelve 
pei cent, and cncouiage the tiansfei of the sccuiities upon 
that loan to the new ten pci cent fund 

My wish was to have attempted this opeiation immediately. 
But undei standing that the twelve per cent loan now open 
pioduces a consideiable monthly supply, I do not think it 
piudent to depuve the tieasuiy of that lesouice until I shall 
have had some expenence of the success of the new loan 

By the lough estimates leceived fiom Madias and Bom¬ 
bay, it appeals that at Madias, aftei leceiving fiom Bengal 
the proposed sum of 75,00,000, and calculating the loans 
now open at Madras to produce 22,45,350 sicca rupees within 
the cuirent yeai, there will still lemam a deficiency in the 
lesouices of the years 1798-9 of sicca mpees 21,00,000 

And at Bombay, aftei receiving the proposed sum ofJ 
25,00,000 sicca rupees from Bengal, and calculating the pio-4 
duce of the loans open at Bombay at 10,00,000 Bombay 
rupees within the current yeai, there will remain a deficiency 
m the lesouices of the yeai 1798-9 of 31,67,611 Bombay 
lupees 

As the supply to be furnished upon the scale pioposed to 
Madias and Bombay would not be adequate to their de¬ 
mands, and as it is piobable that a pait of the deficiency at 
each of those Presidencies might be i aised by loans founded 
on a similar plan to that which I piopose foi Bengal, my wish 
is to transmit that plan to the governments of Madras and 
Bombay, dnecting that it may be attempted m the first in¬ 
stance with the improvement of any practicable reduction on 
the rate of interest or of exchange, or if an apprehension 
should exist of its total failure, that those governments re¬ 
spectively should suggest for our consideration any other 
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mode of laising the supplies foi then seveial seivices which 
may appeal to them bettei adapted to the situation of then 
affan s 

The Government of Madias should he appuzed of the 
piovision of 75,00,000 lupees intended to be made m Bengal 
foi then supply with a caution liowevei, that it may possibly 
be 1 educed m the coiuse of the yeai by the piessuie of oui 
own wants 

The Government of Bombay should also be dnected to 
regulate then di afts upon Bengal at the 1 ate of twenty-five 
lacs as then annual supply foi 1798-9, undei intimation of 
oui intention to mciease the amount of the sum now pro¬ 
posed if cucumstances should admit of such an extension of 
then supply. 

Having explained the natuie of the tempoiary piovisions 
calculated to enable us to meet the exigencies of the piesent 
moment, it is now my duty to entei upon the consideration of 
such measures as may open the prospect of futui e relief upon 
moie solid and peimanent foundations 

The compaiative view which I have taken of oui expenses 
and i eceipts in examining the causes of our actual distress, 
sufficiently proves that many of those causes aie of an abso¬ 
lutely permanent nature, and that most of them must be ex¬ 
pected to continue foi a considerable time, that the invest¬ 
ment (at once the most poweiful cause of oui tempoiaiy dis¬ 
tress, the main spring of the mdustiy and opulence of the 
people committed to our chaige, and the active principle of 
the commercial interests of the Company) is moie likely to be 
mcieased than to be diminished in any future yeai, and con¬ 
sequently that the embarrassments of oui finances must be 
progressive, if some means be not devised for aiding the re¬ 
sources of this Presidency, which must now be considered as 
the general treasuiy and bank of our India empire, furnishing 
supplies for the services of all our othei possessions m India, 
as well as a large and inci easing pi opoition of the capital 
employed m the trade to Euiope and to China. 

The piopositions which I shall lay befoie the Board with a 
view to this desirable object may be considered under two 
distinct heads 

The first will comprehend the consideration of such mea- 
suies as may enable the honourable the Court of Directors to 
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assist tlie resomccs of Bengal by furnishing additional sup¬ 
plies fi om Euiope in the mode the least inconvenient to the 
affaus of tlie Company at home 

The second will lead me to examine what may be gained 
by an efloit of this government to lelieve itself 

By the account No 2, to which I have alieady advei ted with 
a diffeient view, it will appeal that the sum of 3,83,39,263 
cunent mpees has been oi is to be appiopnnted to the in¬ 
vestment in India fiom the commencement of 1796-7, ex¬ 
cluding any supply furnished horn England within that 
penod 

To this sum of 3,83,39,263 cm vent lupees, consisting of 
tlh.e punie cost of oui investments fiom India and China of 
commeicial chaiges defiayed m Asia, should be added the 
sale amount m Euiope of the articles consigned, and the total 
would foim a veiy considciable fund furnished fiom India to 
England From this fund we may leasonably expect assist¬ 
ance m the gieat object of pi eventing the necessity of any 
reduction of the investment 

The mode of supplying this assistance, which I would le- 
commend, has alieady been suggested by the Accountant- 
Geneial, and seems to unite several advantages with relation 
to the mteiests both of India and Gieat Butain, it is com¬ 
puted in the following piopositions — 

That it be le&pectiully recommended to the honouiable the 
Couit of Dnectois to take the caihest occasion of sending 
out supplies to India to the amount of eighty-five lacs of 
mpees m addition to then usual consignments by an increase 
of then annual expoit of British manufactures and produce 
to Bengal and Bombay, to the full extent of the indents from 
Bengal and Bombay lespectively, and by an annual supply of 
silver bullion to Bengal to the amount of fifty lacs, the sup¬ 
ply of bullion to be piovided m part by a pioportionable re¬ 
duction in their usual consignments to China 

The increase of the expoit of Butish manufacture and 
pioduce to Bengal and Bombay, will probably affoid consi¬ 
derable lelief to the finances of this government, as by refer¬ 
ence to the account of sales of imports from England it 
appeals that the average piofits upon the imports from Eng¬ 
land sold m Bengal m 1796-7 has been above twenty per 
cent., and at Bombay thirty-five per cent., and that thfe de- 
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mand is mci easing. The measuie would at the same time 
obviously become highly beneficial to the mteiests of Gieat 
Bntain 

The expoit of silver to Bengal would be moie advantage¬ 
ous to the Company than the payment of bills at the piesent 
high late of exchange, a late Minch will probably continue 
foi a consideiable penod of time Such a stock of silvei 
would be a lehef both to pubhc and pnvate ciedit, and would 
invigorate all the financial operations of this government, 
from this lesouice supplies might easily be furnished to 
Canton thiough the medium of the trade in opium 

If -the sale of British manufactuies m Bengal and at Bom¬ 
bay should equal the geneial expectation, an additional 
Supply of neaily a ciore of lupees would acciue to this 
Presidency fiom the combined lesult of the two pioposed 
measures This supply would be neaily eq,ual to the pio- 
bable amount of the peimanent deficiency of oui lesouices 
This plan cannot be too earnestly lecommended to the at¬ 
tention of the honourable the Coult of Dnectois, the details 
of it will be found in the letteis of the Accountant-Geneial 
of the 16th of Novembei, 1797, and aiefurtliei explained in 
the annexed memoi andum No 12, 

Nothing could be moie just than to appiopiiate a poition 
of the piofits ansing fiom the sale amount of the investment 
m Euiope to the augmentation of the funds necessaiy foi the 
purchase of investment in India 

Unless some such plan be adopted, oi otliei means devised 
of furnishing aid to the lesources of Bengal fiom England, 
it is evident that a i eduction m the amount of the India in¬ 
vestment will soon become inevitable, foi it cannot be denied 
that a veiy laige piopoition of the capital which has passed 
into Euiope thiough the medium of India commeice for these 
last two years, and is about to pass m the present yeai, has 
been and must be created by loans of money laised in India 
undei eveiy circumstance of disadvantage. The increase of 
the investment, theiefore, during the penod desenbed, must 
be viewed as lepresentmg not the suiplus levenue, but the 
increased debt of India. The cuculatmg capital of India, 
which is known to be very inconsiderable m propoition to 
the pioductive and eommeicial powers of the country, cannot 
supply so laige a dram for any long period of time even m 
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the event of peace, but if the wai m Euiope should continue, 
the difficulty of laising money foi the public service by loans 
to be negotiated in India must become neaily msuimountable 

The discussion of this impoitant subject now leads me to 
that question which most neaily affects oui own duty and 
chaiactei 

What means does this Government possess of leheving 
itself fiom its actual einbauassments, and m what mannei is 
it most expedient foi the public seivice to employ those 
means ? 

Foi the puiposc of solving this question, it appeals to me 
to be an uigent pait of oui duty to institute a diligent en- 
quny into the natme of all the blanches both of oui expenses 
and of oui lesouices, in oidci to commence, without delay, 
eveiy just and salutaiy leduction of the one, and eveiy piac- 
ticable lmpiovement and augmentation of the otliei * 

Mornington 


ACCOUNr OF TIIF COLIT CTIONS OF GOVERNMENT CUSTOMS AND 
10W N DU11FS 1 ROM 1707-8 TO 1801-2 


% 

Government Cubtoms 

Town Duties 


1707-8 

1798-0 

1709 1800 

1800-1 

1801-2 

1801-2 

Calcutta 
Benaies 
Mangce 1 

Patna J 

Mooishedabad 
Dacca 

Hooghly 

Chittagong 

Sicca 

Rupees 

4,62,510 

4,56,4G0 

3,32,494 

Sicca 

Rupees 

5,57,592 
4,14,808 
2,67,0 lfi 

Sicca 

Rupees 

8,02,470 

4,40,604 

2,74,824 

Sicca 

Rupees 

9,17,344 

5,1G,150 

2,98,626 

Sicca 

Rupees 

9,62,307 

5,08,638 

1,07,383 

2,56,193 

1,62,341 

58,034 

79,487 

4,004 

Sicca 

Rupees 

6,99,047 

37,178 

} 41,178 

72,057 
15,912 

Sicca Rupees 

12,51,470 

12,39,416 

10,07,898 

17,32,120 

21,38,477 

8,66,672 


Add Town Duties . B,66,612 


Total 30,05,149 

Collections in 1797-8 12,51,470 


Encreasc in 1801-2, S R 17,63,079 


[* The remamdei of this inmutc, detailing the financial reductions and 
reforms of the Governm Gencial, is gnen m Vol I page 54 —En ] 











o 

o 


»n a o 

3 3* 



S' 


3 



*2 o .a «1 JB P> 

a ►’1-3 

■H O P 

0 a a o 
S'wSS^M 

£ 3rS 2 i?-p 
h *d h q] d 

it * ^feo 

§ ® < a| gs 

■a| g fe-°.o 

f? ol ~ 



s 

A 

d 


+3 S ja 
c'2 o P “ 3 

s gf l.grt 

* g> •& •§ 

■Sffg?-} 9 

► 2 o vd ® - 

!h jC 4-i (u ^ 

O QJ 0) wm ^ 

u w OJ O R 
(D Q) O^a q M 

g-a-s s 

r- 5 O) S (O 

i 9^-§ 

-StJ 01 pft & 

4) ®J C H O 
In 'S S J3 

I 35 5 ^ 

£ ’3 « o a 

O £ J3 tJ 0 oJ 
co m bo S w ,H 

" m S B ^ Ph 
h ^ o s *; to 

^g'a a) a2 

<U 0_ _ ^ 

»13 to *5 +* 1 *?, —_ 
4J ZL d — <u o 

L 3 B iso 

O n P O „ O 

1,1 J u it) 3 o" 

a I * v * 3 . 
s §>aS|« 

aM»«a 

’'all 8 . 
~-siU§ 

5fr§^o' 
% a-g^|S 

Oj " 01 go 

’lit 


JS- 

«J gfs„ 

8 ns 2 a g- 

■S 11*9 t a 

SI s § I-® 

Sg-ll!i 

S.B § 1 

g S |g3 I 

oBTsi 

s ° ° " 3 s 

2 S fe*-9 S I 

£ l-gl H 

mill 

■9 S g 11 S 

U M $ J2 nj 

yii%* 

ni iH 

O QJ -O ~t eg P 

s^alSf 

j£j g u to«3 <u 

lll*t 



STATEMENT OF THE REVENUES AND SUBSIDIES, AND OF THE CHARGES AND OF THEIR CENTAGE UPON THE REVENUES OF THE 

THREE PRESIDENCIES, FROM TO 1802-1803, INCLUSIVE 



S Davis, Accountant-General 



[SUPPLEMENT —PRIVATE TRADE ] 


No I. 

The Right Honourable Henry Dundue to John Petty, Esq and the 
Committee of Ship Buildet s * 

Gentlfmen, Wimbledon, 1st July, 1797 

I received your letter of the 15th. ultimo, which the urgency of various 
pressing avocations has prevented me fiom sooner acknowledging In 
the conveination I had with you in Donning Sticet, I slioilly stated to 
you my opinion, that the idea of prohibiting all India built shipping 
from coming to Gieat Britain, was not only in itself dn act of great in¬ 
justice, but would m its tendency have an effect on the interest of the 
Ship Buildeis in the River Thames, duectlj the reverse of what they 
seemed to appi eliend 

The injustice of the proposition consists in depriving a great descup- 
tion of the subjects of Gieat Britain of a light undoubtedly belonging to 
them J lie Butish teintoues in India aie under the sovereignty of Great 
Britain and the ships built theie are equally entitled to all the privileges 
of British built shipping, as those built in the West Indies 01 Canada, or 
any other foieign dependency of the empue, and I have nevei heaul that 
the Ship Builders in Great Bntain have set up a claim to prohibit any 
of the shipping in those quarteis fiom bringing home the produce of 
their terntones m ships of their own building, if they found it convenient 
to do so, and yet it is obvious that the same plea of inteiest, and supposed 
injury would equally apply 

I think it however the less necessary to dwell upon tliiB topic, because 
upon a due consideration of the subject, no pioposition can be more clear 
to my nuucl than that the appichension enleitamed is perfectly ctroneous, 
aud that the restriction wished foi would piove of no immediate use and 
ultimately injurious to those who suggest it 
Upon grounds of gcncial policy both political and comnicicial, I assume 
it as an incontrovertible proposition, that if possible the whole trade and 
produce of India should in the first instance centre in Gieat Bntain, 
either for the consumption of this countiy, or for re-expoiiation to supply 


* This letter is refeired to in Vol. II p 106 
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the wants of othei countnes If I was to chaw my conclusions from that 
proposition only, I should on commercial principles he obliged to say that 
the pioduce and trade of India should he bi ought home m that species of 
shipping which can be got at the cheapest rate, but I am well aware, 
that there aie grounds of great and essential national importance which 
stand in the way of that geneial pioposition The laige ships built foi 
the seivice of the East India Company, have always appealed to me 
necessarily connected with the permanent intei csts of this country, in so 
far as they affoid a steady and invariable employment to’the ship building 
interests of Gieat Butain, and by that means secure to its naval mteiests 
a ready supply of woihmen and manufactuieis of ship building matenals 
when the exigencies of the state may lequne it 

These consideiations have always operated in my judgment as a satis- 
factoiy answer to the objections founded upon the larger fieight lequued 
by those ships than it might othei wise be obtained foi, and likewise to 
the objection founded on the quantity of laige timbcis which they neces¬ 
sarily consume, to the detriment ot the supply lequisite foi the navy of 
Great Butain 

On these giounds I have never failed, so fai as my authority had any 
weight, to give it as my opinion that the whole of the China tiade, and 
the whole of the regulai tiade of the East India Company, should, if 
possible, be earned out and brought home in shipB of the description of 
those to whom I have just alluded By the regular trade of the East Iudia 
Company, I mean the tiade indented foi by them, which they know is 
ready prepaicd foi them by their seivautB abroad, and wuh regaid to the 
provision of which they have no reason to appiehend any disappointment 
on the at aval of then ships in India If this system is adhered to it is 
impossible that the ship-bmlding interests of Great Britain can have any 
cause to complain, and they ought to lecollect to what an additional ex¬ 
tent this intei est has been earned within these very few yeais, and is 
likely to be still further earned by the inci eased and inci easing commerce 
of the East India Company, ausing fiom various causes, but m a peculiar 
manner from the effectB of the Commutation Act paBBed Borne yeais ago, 

Thosp who bring foiwaid the ideas on which youi lettei is founded, 
altogether forget that the commerce of the East India Company must of 
course be regulated by the extent of the capital which they can affoid to 
lay out upon it or which, undei all cncumstances, it may he prudent for 
them to speculate with It is a notorious fact, that at all times a great 
shaie of the produce and manufactures of India have been brought to 
Europe by othei channels than that of the East India Company, and to 
other poi ts than those of Great Britain The other channels, must re¬ 
main more or less according to the circumstances I have referred to , but 
although there may be several chanuels foi bunging that produce to 
Europe, I do think theie must be a fatal error in the commeicial policy 
of the East India Company, if those channels aie uot so connected with 
them and so much under then own eye and control, as in reality, to a 
certain extent to form apait of then own tiade, and as a consequence of 
this, it would necessarily follow that the Poi t of London would, in the 



Trade*] toiin perry, esq U9 

fiist instance, be the Empoiium of the great bulk of the commerce of 
Asia 

It is idle to suppose that all this can be effected by the regular ships in 
the actual employ of the East India Company, the laige fieight which 
the construction and outfit of tliOBC ships necessarily requne, but, above 
all, the unceitamty to what extent those Bbips, if they were to be sent 
out, would find caigoes prepared foi them, icndeis any such speculation 
altogether impracticable These are no new sentiments of mine It is 
more than two years and a half since I had occasion to give that opinion 
to the East India Company, I then stated to then Chan man, that when 
“the Company were cot tain of an investment being actually prepared, 
they should lay it down as aiule to send fiom this countiy then piopei 
shipping to bring home that valuable investment But whenevei they 
saw it nccessaiy to make e\penmental speculations ol the natuie then in 
question, 01 where they die hound to make provision foi bringing borne 
pnvate oi priviledgcd tiade, it would be infinitely more wise to give a 
power to then governments abroad to lake up shipping on the spot to the 
full amount leqmsite ” 

These aie the general pi maples by which, in my opinion, the question 
should be ruled, und if it was invaiiably adhered to I am positive it would 
amply protect the ship building intci ests of Gi eat Bi itain, and at the same 
time extend the great mteicsts of her comma ce and navigation 

Theie are several niateual cnois opeiatmg on the minds of those who 
have applied to you They conceive that the pi olubition of India built 
ships coming to Great Bi itain, would make a piopoitionatc degiee of 
room for the shipping of the East India Company It would have no such 
effect It would have no othei effect than that which it has always had, 
of driving those ships with then cargoes into foreign ports, and tlnueby 
establishing in foieign countnes an Asiatic commerce founded on British 
capital, which by a contrary policy ought in the fust place to centre m the 
River Thames, and he from thence re-exported foi the supply of other 
European nations 

They are not aviate of another essential point, such a prohibition 
would very lapidlv injure the regular trude of the East India Company 
itself, foi m consequence of the tiade being earned on, to which I have 
last refened, foieign nations would be supplied with their assoitments of 
Indian pioducc and manufacture, without having lecoui bo for that pur¬ 
pose to Leadcnhall Street, and in propoition as that mode of supplying 
themselves increased, exactly in the same piopottion would the regulat 
trade and the icgulai shipping in the employment of the East India Com¬ 
pany deciease The decrease of British shipping would not be the only 
consequence, the loss of commission and other consequences of BntiBh 
agency being employed ui providing assortments for foieign countries, 
would also be witlidiawn from the national capital 

The Ship Buildeis in the Rivei Thames ore under anothei material 
error, if they suppose, that their own immediate interests would not be 
injured by driving the India built shipping fiom the British ports to be 
the earners of Indian produce and manufactures into the ports of foi eign 
nations 
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This countiy m general, and they in particular would of course lose the 
benefit which in vanous shapes results to this country fiom the refitting 
of those ships in the River Thames I have endeavoui ed to mfoi m myself 
what weie the Indian built ships, which came to this country in the couise 
of last Beason, and what might be the probable amount of their expendi- 
tuie m the articles of refitting, I believe my information is pietty accu¬ 
rate as to the number of ships of thiB description, which have enteied 
during that penod the Rivei Thames, and they amount lo twenty-five 
in number, I have not had time to infoim myself as to the expenditure 
laid out in the refit of eight of those ships, but I have what I consider to 
be credible information as to the other seventeen, and it is stated, that 
upon these ships the expenditure of lefittmg amounted to near .£ 117,000 
this is exclusive of the premiums of insuiance, which must be gieat, and 
arises fiom the following aitides, viz 


Copper 

Butchei, Biewer, Coopei, Bakei and Provisions 
Brazier, Iiomnongei, Ship Chandlei 
Rope Makei and Sail Maker 
Carpenter, Mast and Block Maker 
Advance to Seamen and contingent expenses 


.£4,996 

15,839 

12,296 

21,441 


14 4 
7 0 
13 11 
0 7 


21,485 14 10 
40,820 9 6 


£116,880 0 2 

You mil not fail to observe how great a propoition of this sum haa 
gone to those immediately connected with the ship building intei ests in 
the Rnef'Thames, all of which must of course be transfcried to foieign 
ports, if the suggestions which have been laid befoie you were to be 
adopted 

From an anxiety that theie should be no misunderstanding on this very 
important subject, and with a view to quiet the mmds of a very useful 
and meritorious class of men, I have perhaps detailed my sentiments with 
more minuteness than may appear to be necessary The result of my 
opinion is, that the regulai shipping of the East India Company ought 
to be kept up at an extent equal to, nay greater than what it ever was, 
but it is an egiegious eiror to suppose that this can be done by giving 
way to the unfounded alarms which have been taken up on the subject of 
India built shipping The veiy leveise would be the consequence of 
adopting those inconsideiate suggebtuns which have been recently brought 
forward It is however propei foi me to observe, that the execution of 
the principles upon which my opinion rests, does not depend upon me, 
theyaie connected with the commercial system of the East India. Cora- 
panv, upon which they aie liable to no controul, but what Paihament 
may think piopei to impose, but if it ib any satisfaction to you to know the 
foundation of the opinions which an individual, whose public situation has 
led him to attend to subjects of this uatuie, enteitainB respecting them, I 
trust you will do me the justice to admit, that I ha\e done it without le- 
serve, leady, ceitainly, at all times, to altei those opinions, if upon candid 
discussion they shall be found to be erroneous 

I am Gentlemen, 

youi most obedient humble servant, 
Hbwvt Dundas 



Tiade ] the chairman or the hon. e i. company 


m 


No. II 

The Right Honourable Henri/ Dundas to the Chairman of the Honour able 
East India Company 

Sir, Somerset Place, 2nd Apnl, 1800 

The subject of this letter is the question of private trade and India built 
shipping, on which I am anxious to lay my sentiments before the Court 
m order to attiact then caily attention to a decision upon it, believing 
that from the state m which the question is now left, much mischief re¬ 
sults to the interests both of the East India Company, and of the public at 
large 

I feel the more anxious to come forwaid on this subject, because it is 
impossible foi me not to observe a shyness on all hands to come to the 
discussion and I am not surprized at it, because so far as my reading or 
obsei vation go, there never was any question where those who differ upon 
it went into bucli opposite extiernes as those have done who have taken 
an active part in the agitation of it This very circumstance emboldens 
me to step foivvaid in the manner I am now doing, because it being my 
lot to ngree in the extreme of none of the opinions which have been held 
out to the public consideration, I am the moie likely to suggest some 
proper medium between those extremes which may bring together the 
discordant sentiments which are entertained upon it 

In the first place, I set out with disclaiming being a party to those 
opinions which rest upon any gencial attack of the monopoly of the East 
India Company, cither us to the government or commerce of India My 
sentiments in that respect remain exactly the same as they were when I 
moved the renewal of the Chartei in 179 3, and if any thing I am still 
more confirmed m the principles I biought forward at that time That a 
direct interference by government in the affars of India is necessary for 
their stability and uniformity, 1 am more and more convinced, but that 
the ostensible foirn of government with all its consequent extent and 
detail of patronage must remain as it now is, I am persuaded will never 
he called m question by any but those who may be disposed to sacrifice 
the freedom amt secunty of our constitution to their own personal aggian- 
dizcincnt and ill duccted ambition 

I remain equally satisfied as to the piopuety of continuing a monopoly 
of the trade in the hands of the East India Company Those who main¬ 
tain the reverse, appeal to me to lie misled by general theories, without 
attending to the peculiar circumstances of the trade they are treating of 
Viewing it even as a mere commercial question, I believe this proposition 
to be a sound one and if the trade were laid open the supposed advantages 
therein arising, are at but very problematical, and would certainly be very 
precarious and short lived It is however totally to forget the question 
to treut it as a mere commercial one The same principles which prove 
the necessity of the present form and mode of Indian government, evince 
the necessity of the monopoly of trade. The government and the trade 
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are interwoven togethei, and we have only to lecrn to very recent ex¬ 
perience to learn the immense advantages which have flowed from that 
connexion of government and trade By the commercial capital of the 
Company at home, acting in conne\ion with the public 1 evenues under 
then administration abroad, they have mutually aided and admimsteied 
to the wantB of each other, and the lesult has been the fortunate achieve¬ 
ment of those brilliant events, upon the success of which, depended the 
existence of the government, the territorial wealth, and the trade of 
India 

You will obseive Sir, that it is not my intention to aigue those topics 
at laige, but merely to state the principles I hold upon such topics as may 
appear to be connected with the subject I wish to bung moie paiticulaily 
under your consideration 

With the same view, it is, that I find it necessaiy to say a few woids 
upon the sub]ect of what is called the shipping mleiest of the East India 
Company Upon that subject theie seems to be a gieater abuse of teims, 
and a more palpable confusion of ideas, than upon almost any otliei part 
of thiB complicated question In so fai as any person is loud in declaim¬ 
ing againBt the abuse of that great interest hemg confined exclusively to 
a few hands, who by bucIi a monopoly, might have it in then power to 
dictate such teims, as they pleased to the East India Company on the 
subject of freight, I am as prepared as any man in crying down that 
abuse But I am equally adverse to the sentiments of those who contend 
that the great intei est of the Company’s tiade is, to be left to the chance 
of the market at large, and that the extent of the freight is either wholly 
or primarily to be the exclusive object of the Company’s attention I 
am decisively of opinion, that both on viewB of public policy, and commer¬ 
cial security, the Bame description of ships should be continued in the 
Company’s seivice, built under the same inspection and regulations, fitted 
and found in every circumstance in the same respectable way they have 
hitherto been, and though every partiality and lavish extravagance is to 
be avoided, a freight fully adequate to secuie those advantages ought not 
to be churlishly withheld To what extent of shipping of this descuption 
the Company ought to go, will be the subject of more minute discussion 
in a subsequent part of this letter. 

Having I trust made myself distinctly understood on those leading 
points, I proceed next to state what I hold to be equally incontrovertible, 
that although the Legislature has for the wisest purposes given a mono¬ 
poly of trade to the East India Company, it is a monopoly attended with 
these two material circumstances 

1st That the exportable produce of India exceeds what at piesent the 
capital of the East India Company is capable of embracing 2nd That 
the monopoly of the East India Company does not lest on principles of 
Colonial exclusion, for the trade to and from India is open to the subjects 
of other countries m amity with Great Bntam We must therefore accu¬ 
rately attend to the considerations which naturally result from these last 
mentioned cucumstances 

If it he true that the trade to be carried on by the East India Company 
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must of necessity be limited by the extent of their capital, the natuial 
question is ivhat is to become of the lemamdcr of it ? Is it to be left 
exclusively to foieign nations, or is the monopoly of the Company to be 
so modified in the exercise of it as to open this surplus maihct to the 
capital ot British subjects J This is a mere question of policy, to be 
decided on principles ot expediency and sound disciction, upon a due 
attention to all the considerations which enter into the discussion of it, 
and although nothing could be more invidious and impolitic than to 
attempt to apply the pi maples of Colonial exclusion to other independant 
nations, nothing certainly can be moic just oi natuial than that those 
nations who trade to India should trade there on their own capital, and 
that the capital of the British subjects resident m India should bebiought 
home to this country in the manner most beneficial to then own inteicsts 
and to that ot the mother country, where it is desnahle all that capital 
Bliould ultimately Bottle This pioposition then clearly points out the 
true appropnation of the surplus produce of India When I state this, I 
am at the same time free to declare that I totally disappiove of attempting 
to accomplish this by Penal Restrictive Statutes All such ever have 
tyeen and ever mil be nugatory when resorted to for such a purpose 
Tindc never can he regulated 01 directed by any other certain rule than 
the mtciest of those concerned m it But it is so much the interest and 
natural bent of a Bntish subject to send bis fortune to that countiy which 
gave him buthand where he means to close his days, that nothing but 
the most unnatural and impolitic restiaints can suggest to him to do other¬ 
wise 

But obvious as this principle may appear to he, it requires accurate 
attention m the application of it to the subject in question If I am aBked 
whether in stating this pi maple I mean that the trade to and from India 
in the common use of the terms ought to be free and open to all his Ma¬ 
jesty’s subjects m India, I answer distinctly in the negative The nature 
of the Indian manufacture and the immemorial habits of the manufac¬ 
turers exclude the piactical application of so indefinite a principle to the 
export trade from India The manufactuie of the finer, and more valuable 
fabrics have always been produced by advances from the goveinment or 
individuals for whose behalf those fabrics aie manufactured, and if the 
dealiug with the manufacturers wo3 to be laid open to the uncontrouled 
competition of every individual, the consequence would be a boundless 
scene of confusion and fraud, and ultimately the rum of the manufacturers 
themselves It is unnecessary for me to detail this pait of the subject at 
any length, because it is so clearly and ably explained in a letter from 
Lord Cornwallis to the Couit of Duectors, dated 1st November, 1788, 
that I have only to refer you and the Court to the careful perused of it 
The whole of it ib worthy of your serious attention, but paragraphs 24 
and 31 inclusive, are those to which I particularly refer as bearing on the 
present question It is not the purpose of the present letter to point out 
what the precise regulations ought to be, hut it is obvious that thdBe em¬ 
ployed m the agency of such n trade* should be controuled by such regu¬ 
lations as may be requisite to secure both to the Company itself and to 
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other individuals, the full benefit of those advances they have made to the 
manufactures of Indian fab ties 

It is immediately connected with the obscivations last offered to con¬ 
sider by what agency is the trade of individuals m India to be carried on > 
If this question was to be decided on the piinciples of an open and free 
trade, the answer to the question would be, that every individual should 
send out or employ any agent he thought best to manage his own business 
But from what I have alieady stated on the foi mei point, you will antici¬ 
pate my opinion upon this, namely, that no agent should be emploved in 
India, oi permitted to reside theie, except with the licence of the East 
India Company, and subject to the conti ol of such xegulations as the 
habits, prejudices and trade of the countiy may lender expedient In 
addition to eveiy othei consideiation ansing out of the peculiar natuie of 
the tiade and manneis of the country, theie is one decisive cncumstance 
against the toleiance of the unlicenccd adventurer in India It would 
lapidly, though insensibly lead to the settlement and colonization of the 
worst kind of adventuieis taking root in that country, than which there 
could not be a more fatal blow to the permanence of the Butish power 
and pre-eminence m India No principle ought ever to be toleiated 01 
acted upon, that does not pi oceed on the basis of India being considered 
as the temporaiy residence of a great British establishment for the good 
government of the Country upon steady and uniform pnuciples, and of 
a large BntiBh factory for the beneficial management of its tiade upon 
rules applicable to the state and manners of the country 

From these premises the conclusion I draw is, that the suiplus produce 
of India, bevond what the appropriated capital of the East India Company 
can bung home, Bhould be considered as the means of transferring the 
fortunes of the seivants m India to Great Britain, and that the commerce 
should be managed there, either by the parties themselves interested in it, 
or by their agents, acting under the licence and subject to the control 
and regulations of the East India Company 

1 he question which naturally follows is, by what mode of conveyance 
is that tiade to be brought home 5 ' I answer by the India built shipping 
Upon the policy and beneficial tendency of this measure, I have only to 
refer you to the unanimous opinion of all your ablest servants m India, 
who have from time to time, and in the most explicit terms pointed out 
to you the expediency of this indulgence, both with a view to a just at¬ 
tention to the interests of your servants m India, and with a view to make 
Britain the great emporium of the trade of Asia Indeed nothing has hin¬ 
dered your servants abroad sanctioned by the express advice of your Board 
of Trade, from acting upon these pi inciples at different times, but the great 
quantity of unemployed shipping sent out by the East India Company I 
trust henceforward you will see the wiBdom of desisting from suck a 
wasteful system 

If you fix the capital you mean to apply to investment, and accurately 
direct your servants to provide that investment, there can be no occasion 
for any extra shipping Your investment and shipping will correspond 
accurately together, and your commerce be systematically conducted 
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I mean in a separate letter to tieat of what the amount of that investment 
ought to be, and what are the means by which it is to be piovided At 
present I mean only to state that whatevci the regular investment is, it 
ought to be brought home in the legular home built ships, to which I 
have lcfencd in the beginning of this lettci It any accident shall befall 
any ot those ships in their outward passage, or if any cncumstances e\ist 
to render it expedient toi you to bring home gruff goods, 01 any other 
aitides of coinmcice from India, a discretion Bliould be left with your 
governments abroad to supply that deficiency fiom the shipping to be 
found m India 

But it ought to be adopted nnd adheied to, as au mvamble rule, that 
the legular shipping to be sent from this country should be in exact pio- 
portion to the amount of the inv estment expected home 

When I am thus adding the concurrence of my opinion to the weight 
of authority, which the proposition derives from the unanimous sentiments 
of your most intelligent seivauts in India, I am only adhcimg to the pnn- 
ciplcs I di tailed when I moved the renewal of your charter in 1793 It 
was upon an application of those pi maples that the piovision was made 
m the Act of Puiliament, dnectmg the East India Company to appropri¬ 
ate 3000 tons annually to the private tiade to and fiom India Although I 
pioposed that measure, I should be uncandid it I did not fairly acknow¬ 
ledge, that ccpenonce lias proved it to be inadequate to tbe puiposes for 
wluch it was intended If the objei t had been only to try an expenment 
howfai individuals were more competent to the export of British produce 
and manufactures than the East India Company, no other objection 
would lay against the measure, except what may be supposed to arise 
from the dearness of freight at which the East India Company could af¬ 
ford to give shipping of that description But in so far as the provision 
went to secure the transfer of the capital of our servants in India to this 
country thiough the medium of trade, it is clearly a^tei tamed that tbe 
measure was u nugatory one I need not enter into any explanation of 
the leosons, for they are so distinctly and unauswei ably stated, both m 
the correspondence of your Board of Trade at Bengal, and in the memo¬ 
rials presented by the merchants at Calcutta to youi supreme govern¬ 
ment in India, that I have only to refer you to the perusal of these docu¬ 
ments, m proof of the inutihtv of that provision in the Act 1793 

I am therefore clear that clause in the act ought to be repealed and 
the Company relieved from the obligation it imposes upon them , and m 
place thereof a power given to your governments abroad to allow the 
British subjects resident m India, to bring home their funds to Britain m 
the shipping of the country I see in the recoi ds of the Company abroad 
it is suggested that those shipB should be contracted foi by the govern¬ 
ment, and unfreighted to the individuals, I don’t exactly perceive what 
benefit arises from the governments having that kind of interference in 
the business , but if there is any good reason for it, there is not certainly 
any matenal objection against it, but it is material to attend to, find of 
course regulations will be made as to the time of sailing, and other cir¬ 
cumstances of detail connected with the safe execution of the measure. 
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It may peihaps l>e objected that this pioposition is injurious to the 
regular shipping of the East India Company foi the pieservation of which 
system I have aheady given so decided an opinion 

The answer to this objection is twofold, fiist, in point of fact it will 
not diminish their shipping a single ton, foi the East India Company 
would not, if the measure was not adopted, send out a single ship more, 
they ought and will send out as much of the legular Bntish built India 
shipping as is uecessaiy to bring home the whol<* of their investment, and 
thcv will act improvidently if they send out one ton moie, the only effect 
of this measure not being adopted would be, to extend the trade and 
shipping of other nations, but m no respect to add to the regular shipping 
of the East India Company 

In the next place those interested in the legular shipping of the East 
India Company would do well to consider the benefits they already enjoy, 
m place of endeavouring to ciamp and check the just pietcnsions of 
otheis, they ought to lecollect the rapid progress they have made from 
the time of the commutation act, and above all they ought to recollect 
that it has always been consideied as a very pioblematical question, liow 
far consistent with the national interests, so much of the ship timber of the 
country ought to be appropriated to its commeit lal concerns m the man- 
nei practised by the builders of India shipping I am one of those who 
think theie aie reasons of public expediency connected with the very 
interest on which the objection is founded, which ought to pi event any 
principle of that kind being inconsiderately acted upon, but one of the 
material grounds upon which I am disposed to think that the objection 
I have refeircd to, ought to be well weighed befoie it is given way to, 
arises from the reflection that we have a national resouice in India which 
ought to lead to the revcise of any invidious or unjust discouiagement 
being given to the Bhip building of India 

In some of the many speculations I have heard, and the publications I 
have perused on this subject it is usual to ask m a tone of complaint if it 
is not unjust and unfair that the merchants and shipping of thiB country, 
other than the shipping of the East India Company should be excludedfrom 
a participation of this tiade which is allowed to the subjects of foreign 
nations 

This statement at fiist sight may appear plausible, but when examined 
to the bottom it has no solidity In tiuth it is only another mode of ob¬ 
jecting to the monopoly of the East India Company If there are reasons 
of sound policy why the legislature has decided that the India trade 
should be earned on by a monopoly, it is because viewing the interests of 
the public as one aggiegate, it is of opinion that those interests are but 
cared for by that mode of conducting the trade, those therefore who state 
thiB objection being themselves part of that whole, are m common with 
the rest of his Majesty’s subjects reaping the benefit of that influx of 
national wealth and capital which the East India trade so conducted bungs 
into the national stock, they cannot therefore more than otheis, because 
their occupation happens to be that of meichants or ship owners, com¬ 
plain of being injured by the means which the wisdom of Parliament has 
devised for introducing that flow of wealth into the kingdom 
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The case is totally different with regard to the subjects of foi eign nations, 
they arc not the objects of the caie of the British Legislatui e, neither 
aie their interests at all in the view of its provisions They reap no benefit, 
but the reverse, from the growing wealth nnd prosperity of the British 
einpne, and therefore are in no respect on a footing of comparison with 
any of the subjects of this country, to whom the restraints of the Com¬ 
pany’s charter, tor the leasons already assigned, do with pcifcct propriety 
apply 

It is quite a separate question how far it would lie right to hold our 
Indian possessions upon pi maples of Colonial monopoly, and it would he 
deviating from the stnet matter of the objection to enter into that dis¬ 
cussion in this place, it is sulhaent, in point of fact, to obseivc, in answer 
to the merchants ami ship-owners, that it is thought expedient foi the 
interests of the empire at large, that the East India possessions should not 
be regulated on the piinciplcs of colonial exclusion, and thciefoie no part 
of the subjects of Gicat Biitam can he permitted to set up a separate 
inteicst of their own against that general polity If the colonial principle 
was to be applied to the Indian territories, it would not advance, by one 
step, that sepal ate interest set up by the merchants and ship-owners to 
whom I now refer 

Another turn is given to this objection in the mouth of the same 
objectors, and it is asked why, at least, should not the merchants and 
ship-owners, subjects of His Miyesty, living in Britain, have the same 
indulgences which are contended for by His Majesty’s subjects resident in 
India? The answer is plain and conclusive, that in contending for tins 
indulgence to the British subjects resident in India, I am contending for a 
material interest, which is no other than this,—that their fortunes and 
capitals cieuted in India should he transferred from that country to this, 
in a manner most beneficial for themselves and the kingdom at large, in 
place of being transfer] ed through the medium of conveyance by foreigners, 
and thereby adding to the wealth, capital, and navigation of foreign 
countries 

There is not a single circumstance in which this applies to the cose of 
merchants in this country It might be pioved, if necessaiy, that the only 
effect of giving such an indulgence to the merchants resident in this country 
would be a temptation to withdraw a part of the capital of the countiy 
from a more profitable trade, and moi e beneficial application of it, in order 
to divert it to another trade, less piofitable to themselves and less bene¬ 
ficial to the public Without, therefoi e, one single reason, either of private 
justice or public policy, it would be introducing a uval capital in India 
against the remittance trade of the East India Company, and in competition 
likewise with those individuals whose capitals, by the proposed indulgence, 
it is wished to transfer to Great Bntam 

It is argued, that the extension of this indulgence to the British mer¬ 
chants would he an additional encouragement to the export of British 
manufactures, I need only observe that the argument proceeds on an 
erroneous view of the subject The export trade to India cau never be 
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extended in any degree pioportionnte to the wealth and population of the 
Indian empire, neither can the returns upon it be very profitable to indivi¬ 
duals Those who attend to the manners, the manufactures, the food, the 
raiment, the moral and religious prejudices of that country, can be at no 
loss to trace the causes why this pioposition must be a true one, the im¬ 
portance of that immense empire to this country is rather to be estimated 
by the great annual addition it mokes to the wealth and capital of the 
kingdom than by any eminent advantages which the manufactureis of the 
country can denve from the consumption of the natives of India 1 do not 
mean to Bay that the exports fiom this country to India have not been 
very consideiably increased of late years, and I make no doubt that from 
recent circumstances they may be still considerably increased, but the 
prospect from the causes I have alieady referred to, must always be a 
limited one, and I am positive that the shipping and exertions of the East 
India Company, joined to the return caigoes of those shipB who bring 
home the pnvate trade of India, is more than adequnte to any present or 
future increase of export trade that the countiy can look to upon any 
rational ground of hope 

In this view, therefore, the Butish meichants are equally mistaken in 
supposing that there is any national mteiest implicated in this attempt to 
break in upon the monopoly of the Company, as they are m supposing 
that any material benefit would accrue to themselves individually 

In some of the collections of papers I have read upon the subject of 
private trade, I have observed a diffeience of opinion entertained to what 
places m India it haB been or ought to be allowed I am at a loss to dis¬ 
cover the grounds of thiB controveisy, if individual aie to bo allowed to 
bring goods from India in India shipping and to cairy back goods to India 
in the same shipping, I cannot see the ground foi restininmg them in 
coming from or returning to any part m India 

In like manner with regard to agents, provided they are licensed by the 
Company, and subj ect themselves to the contract of the regulations which 
the Company may see cause to establish for the conduct of agents m India, 

I see no reasons why those agents may not be permitted to exercise their 
agency for behoof of their constituents in any part of theteintoneB of 
India I state this with regard even to agency exercised for behoof of 
foreigners trading to Iudia It is cleaily beneficial for the interests of 
India m every point of view, that foreigners should lather employ British 
agents residing under the protection of the Company in India, than that 
these foreign nations should establish agentB of their own in any part of 
India In the former case they are under the controul of the Company, 
and bound to adhere to such rules as the Company may think proper to 
lay down for the conduct of agency, but there can exist no Buch controul 
or restraint over the agents of the other description. 

With regard to the agents to be employed at home, to manage the 
private tiade of individuals from India, and to take care of their interests 
in the cargoes of the letuimng ships, I do not see the lise of any inter¬ 
ference by the Company The great interest to be attended to on ihe part 
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of the Company is, tlut no goods come fiom India that ore not deposited 
in Company warehouses, nnd that the goods so imported are e\poscd at 
the Company’s sales, agreeable to the rules prescribed for that purpose 
Tins letter has extended to a length fai beyond what I intended or ex¬ 
pected , but I was desirous to have my opinion on all the points connected 
with the subject distinctly understood, and I shall less regi et the trouble I 
have given you in the perusal of so long a letter, if I shall be successful m 
calling your attention to a speedy and final decision of the question, which 
has been too long in discuosion, fiom the very discordant opinions and 
opposite extremes which have appealed in the agitation of it 
I have the honoui to be, Sn, 

Youi most obedient humble sen nut, 

Henry Dondas 


No. III. 

The Honourable G Udny , Member of Council, to the Mm guess WeUcHey 

My Lord, Calcutta, 15th September, 1800 

I beg leave to offer, with diffidence, some observations upon the letter 
from Mr Dundas to the chairman of the Court of Directors, which youi 
Lordship put into iny hands 

That the tiadc to be earned on by the East India Company must be 
limited by the extent of then capital, that this capital cannot emlnace 
the whole trade of India, that of the remainder foreigners should partici¬ 
pate in no greater dcgi ec than to the extent of their own capitals, and 
that the fortunes of the Company’s servants lcsident in India should, by 
means of this trade, be earned to England, in the manner most bene¬ 
ficial to their inteiests and to that of the mother country, wheie it is 
desirable that all that capital should ultimately settle, aio positions esta¬ 
blished in this letter 

In arguing on the fittest mode of conducting this trade. Mi Dundas 
appears to consider it merely as a vehicle for conveying to England the 
fortunes of the Company’s servants in India But it may be shown that 
this ib not stnctly the case The largest portion of the community of 
British India, viz the servants of the Company in the military, judicial, 
and revenue lines (m Bengal at least) are prohibited from tiade of then 
servants who engage in it, trade is for a series of years earned on with a 
view fiist to acquire a foitunc, and only ultimately does it serve, and that 
peihaps but m puit, for the remittance of it 

The great channels of remittance for fortunes acquired m India ai e of 
late yeai b, 

1 By bills of exchange granted by the different governments of India 
on the Court of Directors, or by loan to the Company in India, payable at 
the expiration of their term, m England 

2 By bills drawn by the mercantile houses at the different Piesidenues, 
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upon consignments of goods made by them to England, on their own 
pioper account, or by the bills of their constituents, whether servants of 
the Company, tiadeis, or free merchants or otherB out of the Company’s 
employ, upon similai consignments of goods made on their helialf 
Agieat pait of the capital of Buti&h subjects lesidcnt in India thus 
employed m the piovision of goods for the pm pose of consignment to 
England, is not that the pioduce of thorn may remain there, but that it 
may again be biought back to this countiy to be reinvested m tlie trade 
of it 

Meicantile houses also employ not only their own capital in this trade, 
but the capitals of the houses of agency with whom they aie connected 
in England, and some capital bon owed fiom thence 

With respect to the mode m which the provision of goods in India foi 
tins trade should be made. Mi Dundas lays it down as bis settled opinion, 
“ that no agent should be employed in India oi pcimitted to lcside tlieie, 
except with tlie licence of the East India Company, subject to tlic controul 
of such legulntiono as the habits, piejudiccs, and tiadc of the countiy may 
render expedient, fiom this decisive cucumstance, in addition to eveiy 
other consideiation, that the tolerance of unlicensed adveutuicrs would 
lead to colonization of the worst kind, tending to undermine the peima- 
nence of the Bntish powei and pie-emmence m India ” This unquestion¬ 
ably is the pnme object to be kept m view, and to which all otheis must 
he made subservient Tlie restrictions now m foicc, both with respect to 
persons coming to, and residing in Iudia, appear in the highest dcgiee 
salutary and proper Merchants piocure all the goods they want fi om the 
places of their manufacture m the mtcuor of the country, eithei through 
the Company’s servants, 01 by licensed tiaders lcsidmg there, or thiough 
the medium of native agents 

Intlus regulated way all Bntish subjects (under no prohibition) may 
participate m the tiade, and whatever may be the speculative fancies of 
some men upon a more unicstiamed older of things, dissatisfaction is 
larely expiessed with that which now prevails No change thercfoie, m 
this respect, seems to be eithei desired or requited 

We nevei beai of difficulty in procuung goods, but complaints are fre¬ 
quent of the want of piopei conveyance for them to England aftei they 
are provided This is certainly a grievance of no small moment to the 
merchant wlio wishes to act an honest pait, and to confoim to established 
regulations With money in his hands, aud with a desne to speculate m 
the pm chase of goods for the English market, he is afraid to lay his money 
out, because either he may be disappointed in getting tonnage for the con¬ 
veyance of it at all, or he may in the customary diBti lbution of law tonnage 
amongst the several claimants, obtain only pait of what lie wants, 01 
supposing him to be successful as to quantity, the late of fi eight required 
by the Company may be so high as to pieclude all expectation of profit 
(the only incentive to speculation), by the consignment of the description 
of goods he may wish to send If he tiadcs at all, theiefore, he must do 
it to evident disadvantage, with this additional mortification, to see fo¬ 
reigners deahng in the same articles, and able fiom the advantages they 
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possess, to oveibid him m the market here, and undersell him In that of 
Euiope 

Of the 3,000 toiiB allotted bv law for the annual conveyance of the goods 
of individuals from .ill paits of India to England, the other Presidencies 
liave melj applied foi then propoitions, and the whole tonnage has, with 
the exception of 011 c yeai, been inadequate to the supply of Bengal 
alone 

The tonnage which lias been occupied with Bengal pm ate goods since 
the Act of Paihanicnt of 1793 has had eftett licie, is as follows — 

In 1794-5—2,473 tons , 1/95-6—5,3-1 (i do , 1796-7-4,669 do , 1797-3 
—3,787 do , 1798-9—6,223 do , 1799-1300—7,748 do 

Through the libciality of yourLoidship m giantmg a facility to the 
trade m 1798-9 bv permitting ships to be hired by the Company, and 
afterwards lelet to then owners, they settling with the slnppcis of goods 
for caigo and freight, the accommodation and the satisfaction to both 
parties weie very great Though this indulgence was discontinued last 
season, yet the amount of tonnage applied foi by individuals was gianted 
to the extent of the shipping which could be lined foi the puipose The 
tonnage occupied in 1798-9 exceeds that of the foui preceding years, and 
1799-1800 exhibits a fuither consideiable increase I have understood 
that the mci chants adventured more largely last year in the purchase of 
goods for Euiope, undci the idea that the facilities of 1798 would have 
been continued to them By being permitted to make their owntcims. 
with the shippers of goods, the ship-owners aie enabled peifectly to assoit 
their cargoes, to fill their ships in the most advantageous manner and at 
the most comcment tunes TJiev aie ficed from the loss which they aie 
subject to under thcpicscnt system from the delay which occuis in the 
payment of their fieight and the settlement of then accounts m England 
by the Company (of which they complain heavily), and thus they can affoid 
to provide tonnage on terms more reasonable than at piesent By this 
mode the merchant also, besides the advantage of a lower rate of freight, 
dcuves another substantial benefit m the employment of Ins capital He 
has it m his poner to make Ins engagement with the ship owner before he 
bcgius the purchase of his goods, he can buy those only which it will an¬ 
swer for him to speculate in, at the ascertained rates of freight, and he 
suits the amount of his provision exactly to the carnage he has secured 
for it 

Whatevei be the expcdiercy of keeping up the Company’s regular ship¬ 
ping on their present respectable and expensive footing, it can answer only 
for the conveyance of the Company’s own valuable goods, of the finer 
sorts of indigo, and of some other valuable commodities of individuals, 
the rates of freight chargeable thereon are too extravagant to be borne by 
sugar of the Company's investment, or by the giuff goods commonly pro¬ 
vided by individuals The extra shipping lined in England and sent out 
by the Company for the purpose of supplying the two last mentioned de¬ 
mands, is at a rate beyond what the most extensive expoits from Bengal, 
viz sugar and saltpetre, will reasonably bear 

It ib m vain to expect that Gieat Bntain Bhould become the empoiium 
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of the tiade of Asia until a very considerable reduction he effected in the 
price of freight between India and the mother-country, and a blow be given 
by this means to the trade of foieigneis 

It is by the employment of Indian built shipping that this desirable re¬ 
duction can be effected The proposition ot Mi Dundas, therefore, that 
this descnption of shipping shall be employed exclusively for cailying the 
goods of individuals from India to England, is a most wise, and, connected 
with the consideration of the tiade of foreigners, a necessary measure 
It would open a prospect every way exhilarating, of increased pros¬ 
perity to the country by the extension of its powers of produce and manu¬ 
facture, and by opening new and unexploied sources of commerce, of 
increased benefit to the merchant by unloosing lus hands and giving a scope 
for the fullest exertion of his capacities and of increased wealth to the 
nation, by piomotmg a moie valuable linpoitation into it, and leducing 
the foieign trade with India witlnn its natural and piopei bounds 
That the shipping of India would be adecpiatc to the demand foi it tlicic 
can be no doubt At this moment tlieie aie above 10,000 tons of shipping 
tcudeied and at command in Bengal, after two ships have been lecently 
piovided with cargoes to the amount of 1,500 tons, timbci piopei for 
ship-building here and m the vicinity abounds, the ait has arrived m 
Bengal at a high pitch, a gicat numbei of aitihceis arc constantly em¬ 
ployed, and no Booner is a ship launched than the foundation of another is 
laid, in her room Spacious and comcnient docks foi repuirmg ships aie 
also erected Almost e\eiy article necessary foi ship-building, except the 
timber, would come from England, namely,—iron, coppei, nails, bolts, 
Ac , or with canvas, guns, &c for equipment, the value of which here is 
said to constitute full two-fifths of the cost of a ship when fitted foi sea 
This particular branch of the manufactuiesof England would consequently 
be more laigely encouiaged by the extension of ship-building in India, and 
that the manufactures of Gieat Butain in geneial would obtain a gieater 
vent, when, by a reduction of fieight, they could be exported to India, and 
sold there on cheaper terms, there is just leason to suppose 
There appeals to be only one class of men who can, with any propnety, 
express dissatisfaction at such an employment as that under consideration, 
of India built shipping, and they are the ship-builders of Great Britain It 
seems, however, very doubtful, whether even they would suffer in the end, 
as from the greater numbei of sucb shipB, winch would lesort to England, 
than that now furnished by it for this trade, the expense for repaus which 
they would require to he laid out upon them there, might he expected, if 
not to equal, to fkll little short of the onginal outlay of construction of the 
Bntish shipping 

It is undeistood that the employment of Indian built shipping should be 
confined stnctly between Gieat Britain and India One instance has 
occuired lately of a ship of this desuiption, the Anna, having made a 
voyage from England to the West Indies aud back again, otliei Bimilar 
instances, which have not come to my knowledge, may have occuired 
Mr Dundas does not, he says, cleaily peiceive the benefit to anse flora 
the interference of Government, in taking up the ships of India, though he 
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sees no objection to it Bv means of such interference a controul is esta¬ 
blished which piovides foi the cmployinent of ships duly qualified by law, 
and for the secunty of the piopeity of individuals embarked in then?, the 
same as if the pioperty wore the Company’s, by the survey of the ships, 
their proper condition and equipment, then loading m due degree, besides 
other important and necessary regulations, amongst which aie llio 36 for 
the piopei caie and tieatment of the seamen, whether natives of Asia or of 
Afnta, by which such slaps aie naugaled 

But, it may be asked, will not the tiadc of the company suffer by such 
an unlimited nnpoitation of Indian pioduce into England ns this system 
may induce, and on tenns of fi eight more reasonable than what they are 
obliged to pav, whcieby the demand for their goods will be reduced and 
the value of them lessened To this it maybe answered, that the London 
sales ot East India Goods will be affected by the aggregate importation 
thcieof into Euiopc at laige, and tliegeneiul state of the markets there, 
nearly m the s tme degree, whether the proportion imported into England 
itself be greatci or less, aud that the Company have, from the long esta¬ 
blishment of their factories, from the skill of then seivants, trained up and 
employed at them, and the confidence which the inanufuctuiers repose in 
them, from long halut of dealing with the Company, handed down to them 
from their foiefathers, obtained &o decided a superiority in the provision 
of the most valuable ai tides, piece-goods and raw silk, that individual 
merchants cannot pretend, by any piacticablc reduction of freight to cope 
with them In the article of sugar and othci giuff goods, the private trade 
is more upon a par with the Company m the first purchase, and I do not 
see how r the Company cm maintain their giound in the maiket, unless 
they also resort to India built shipping for the conveyance of such like 
articles, sending out only regulai Indiamcn to cai ry home their valuable 
Investments, which experience will show to he a necessary and profitable 
arrangement 

It remains to speak of the trade of foreigueis to this poit, a subject 
which calls for the most serious attention 

The value of the cargoes imported into Bengal, in the yeai 1799-1800, 
by Americans and Portuguese, exceeds one million of pounds steilmg, of 
which £ 941,834 have been unpotted m treasure, whereas the value of 
imports from England bv Bntish individuals does not amount to £ 600,000 

With such powerful means these two foicign nations have been enabled 
to mciease their exports very consideiably beyond those of Bntish 
subjects 

The export trade of the Amcncans,* m the last yeai, is nearly double to 


•AMERICA 

The value of the imports during the jear 1799-1800 35,24,614 

The value of the average of the three preceding years 13,10,151 


Excess in 1799-1800 


Sicca Rupees 22,14,463 
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what it was on an average of the three preceding years The export trade 
of the Portuguese + has quadiupled within the same period, and but foi 


— 

Tieasuie 

Merchandize 

Total 

From Amenca direct 

7,36,320 

1,42,499 

8,78,819 

„ via London 

15,88,899 


15,88,899 

„ Hamburgh 

2,55,069 

1,43,871 

3,98,940 

,, Madeira . 

76,461 

2,60,748 

3,37,220 

„ Leghorn 

94,500 

300 

94,800 

,, Bieinen 

1,36,847 

10,775 

1,47,622 

„ Libbon 

77,700 

624 

78,324 

Total, Sicca Rupees 

29,65,797 

6,58,817 

35,24,614 


The value of the exports m 1799-1800 . 37,85,937 

The value of the average of the tluce preceding years 19,25,137 


Excess in 1799*1800 


Sicca Rupees 18,60,800 


IMPORTS 


Woollens 2,499 

Metals 28,398 

Articles for manufacture 
and ship-building 32,885 

Articles for the use of 
Europeans 61,899 

Liquors 4,08,629 

Eatables 6,829 

Sundries 17,678 

Tieasure 29,65,797 


Sicca Rupees 36,24,614 


EXPORTS 
Piece Goods „ 
Sugai . 

Bengal Rum 

Spices 

Pcppei 

Uea 

Sago 

Sundties 


28,44,333 

6,69,340 

612 

6,888 

45,613 

86,032 

1,183 

1,41,336 


Sicca Rupees 37,85,937 


t LISBON 


— 

Ti ensure 

Merchandize 

lotah 

The value of the imports fiom 
Lisbon m 1799-1800 

Average of the three preceding 

45,92,915 

63,476 

46,66,391 

yeais 

4,23,914 

48,262 

4,72,176 

Excess in 1799-1800 Sic Rup 

41,69,001 

mm 

41,84,215 


The value of the expoits in 1799-1800 

The value of the average of the thiee pi needing ycais 


Excess m 1790-1800 Sicca Rupees 25,31,968 
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want of (aigo for one of then largest ships, would have boine a higher 
pioportion 

Even supposing that the capital with which these nations trade was all 
their own, the proportion of the trade to Bengal, winch they enjoy, seems 
unnaturally great, tompaied J with that of Bmisli subjects, but consider¬ 
ing a portion of that capital, as it must be considcied, as being the capital 
of British subjects, it becomes a cause of alarm § 

What maybe the proportion of British capital employed in the Portugal 
trade is not so clear, but the case respecting Amcnca is less doubtful 


IMPORTS 


EXPORTS 


Metals . 3,209 

Ai tides, for the use of 
Europeaua 3,61(5 

Liquors . ‘15,698 

Sundry Aitides 953 


63,176 

Ticasuie 46,92,915 


Sicca Rupees 16,56,391 


Piece Goods 
Spices , 
Pepper 
Tea 

Tutenague 
Sun dues 


32,83,185 

3,274 

957 

46,180 

8,600 

3,339 


Sicca Rupees 33,44,436 


J GENERAL IMPORTS 


— 

Treubuic 

Meichaudi/c! 

Total. 

Ameuca 

29,65.797 

6,68,817 

35,24,614 

Lisbon 

45,92,915 

61,476 

i 

46,56,391 


75,68,712 

6,22,291 

81,81,005 

London 

16,36,105 

31,60,696 

4787,101 

Hamburgh , 


72,333 

72,333 

Copenhagen 

5,09,398 

5,07,076 

10,16,474 

Sicca Rupees 

| 97,04,615 

43,62,398 

1,40,56,913 


§ Exports in 1799-1800 


To Amui ica 

S R 37,86,937 

„ Portugal 

33,44,435 


71,30,372 

„ London 

67,66,649 

„ Hamburgh 

61*682 

„ Copenhagen 

. 9,56,145 


Sicca Rupees 1,49,14,748 
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The documents of the Cubtom House, collected hy therepoitei of External 
Commeicc, and befoie cited, show that not quite one-fouith of the funds 
with which the Amen cans purchased then investments the last year, came 
fioin Amcnca,—.£200,000 in specie was impoited duett fiom London, 
the lcmamder from the other poits in Em ope and fiom the Ibland of 
Madeua, paitly m exchange for the sugais of Bengal carried thither, and 
in exchange foi their own corn, sold at Madeira, and pait thence, it is 
supposed, on ci edit 

Undei the present system of things the Americans bid fair to exclude 
us fiom the market foi sugar in Europe, their ships are poui mg into 
Bengal this season, and they aie carrying veiy large cargoes of it from 
Bataua 

The celenty with wlueh they conduct their commercial operations is 
suipiizmg Instances occurred last season of several of their ships dis¬ 
posing of then unpoits, purchasing them cxpoit cargoes, and leaving the 
poit in 20 and 25 days fiom the date of their arrival 

It is impossible that British merchants can, undei the present order of 
things, cope successfully with such aleit rivals, every consideration of 
benefit to British individuals, and of advantage to the Biitish nation, calls 
for speedy measures of ieform lespectmg the trade of India, to wlmh the 
scarcity of Eughsh shipping available here this season, seems now moie 
pai tieularly to invite 

In addition to the immense advantages derived fiom your Lordship’s 
government to the British nation, by securing and consolidating its 
dominion in India, it leinams, by unfettering the tiade of it to Biitish 
subjects and affording to them the enjoyment of their uatural privileges, so 
far as may he connstent with the lights of the Company, and thereby ie- 
ducing foreigners within their just and natural bounds, to diaw foith all 
the lesomces of these valuable possessions, and to accomplish the errand ob¬ 
ject, so long desned, of lendenug Gieat Britain the emporium of the EaBt 
I have the honour to be, with great respect. 

My Lord, 

Your Loidbhip’s most obedient and humble seivant, 
_ G Udny 


No IV. 

Chat les Gi ant, Esq of the Cow t of JDa eotors, to J Bebh, Esq * 

Mv dear Sin, Battersea Rise, June 4, 1799 

The Bengal government m the month of October last, gave pcimiBsion to 
individuals to send home ships and c argoes on their own account through the 
medium of the Company I yet know no more of this measure than the 
public adveitisement of the Board of Trade announces I have no letter 
fiom you lespectmg it, nor have I heaid that the proceedings oftheGover- 
noi-Geneial in Council upon itare leceived, though advicfcs of it through 
private channels ai rived in London veiy early, and were not all lclished 
by sevcial mcmbeis of the Couit I am not suie indeed that this was not 


* Mr Bebb was then I believe a Member of the Board of Tiade —[Ed ] 
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the first rcpoxt winch reached us after Lord Mornmgton’s accession to the 
Government, an unfoitunate cucnrastance which suggested the expedi¬ 
ency of public functionaries being if possible, the eailiest communicators 
of their own acts This measure has not been publicly canvassed, but is 
likely to become the subject ot particular discussion and debate Were it 
indeed to be considered ns a single, oi temporary, 01 occasional tneasme, 
not as the beginning of a novel practice, involving important conse¬ 
quences, it might be passed over without any emphatic notice, or might 
jeceive a summary acquiescence, but it will be legarded as belonging to 
a question of great magtitude and complexity, respecting which there 
have been 'a diversity of opinions in Lcadenhnll Street, namely, “ the 
proper rule or measue of intercom se between British India and Europe ” 
And this question is now felt with a lively interest on account of the noise 
lccently made about illicit trade, of which you wdl have heard a great 
deal, mens passions and prejudices having too much turned a business 
justly deserving attention, into a most cruel unfonuded attack upon an 
mdmdu.il, Mr Scott, who has been long since acquitted by the Couit of 


personal imputation, and in the end I believe, will stand clear with the 
public, though seldom has a character been moie outrageously assaulted 
It seems moreover, that Mr Dundas is meditating some new arrange¬ 
ments fot regulating the private expoits from British India, and drawing 
them moie genet ally to this country On all these accounts, I have been 
led to turn my thoughts to the comprehensive question above stated I 
knew not exactly what your opinion is upon it, nor what share you have 
had in the partu ular measure of last year I own I consider the one and 
the other not without some degree of solicitude, and I am desirous of 
sketching to you the tram in which my reflections have gone, not mean¬ 
ing to pfopose dogmatical opinions, but views which on the whole I enter¬ 
tain, though with some mixture of diffidence, excepting only in respect 
to two points, to which in this subject I assign nearly the place of axioms 
The first is, that the legislature having by the act of 1793 given the Com¬ 
pany a monopoly of the India trade for twenty years under certain modi¬ 
fications, this compact, (for such it was) or this pnvilege, which is a term 
yet more indisputable, ought to be substantially ranintamed and pre¬ 
served , and as a Director, I feel myself bound by the duty of my office to 
contend for it, and not to acquiese m any voluntary sunender of it, unlesB 
such surrender were determined by some general solemn act of my con¬ 
stituents The second point which I hold strongly is, that an unlimited 
intercourse between Britain and India, such as subsists between Britain 
aud her American colonies, would thin this country of inhabitants, and 
fill our Eastern possessions with eager adventurers, even from all parts 
of Europe, who would vex, harms and perplex the weak natives, and 
finally endanger, if not occasion the overthrow of our dominions in 
the East In this proposition, another is implied which may also he 
stated dis&nctly, that all our measures for the advancement and pros¬ 
perity of our Indian teintones ought to be calculated with a reservation 
of the maintenance of our authority over them, a principle in which my 
nnnd acquiesces, because I believe our Government ib on the whole the 
happiest they can have 
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You probably know the sentiments which are severally held by diffci- 
ent patties connected with the Company, and with India, on the question 
of the pnvate commerce of British subjects between that countiy and 
Euiope Some seem to think on this question in the spirit of the old 
ligid system of stnet monopoly, others aie foi a giadual melioiation of 
that system, as time and circumstances will beai, with due safety to the 
political mteiest, and relation of the supenor and dependant state, and 
others lean more to general ideas respecting the freedom of commerce, 
and the prosperity of our Indian possessions, ideas which if practically 
followed into all their augmentative consequences, would piobably lead 
to the speedy supercession even of the modified monopoly You and I, 
I suppose, have long been satisfied that the adherents to the old nanow 
principle of an exclusne trade, weie men of very confined minds, m fact 
their temper could hardly have continued to shew itself, had not occasion 
been found for the indulgence of it, m the abuses of illicit intei couises 
between Bntish India and Euiope, as a cure for which, they aac for re- 
soiting to restnctive measures, which would bung hack the eailier times 
of the Company, and certainly dam up some of the piesent clianuelb of 
commcice, which flowing with the cuilent they do, might piobably soon 
use ovei the mounds opposed to them, 01 otherwise diffuse then waters 
veiy inconveniently 

The ongmal strict monopoly was calculated foi the then lelative situa¬ 
tion of this country, (I may say of Europe) and India Wc had little 01 
no Indian ten ltoiy, few Euiopeans in our settlements The commerce 
of other Euiopcan notions to the East was <arned on by companies, the 
most common article of exchange was bullion The acquisition of gieat 
territorial dominion there by on European nation, would have made a 
material change in this state of things Such an acquisition has fallen to 
Gieat Britain The government of Indian piovinces and kingdoms, has 
exceedingly enlarged the number of Euiopeau lesidents in them, and has 
given to these residents a footing so solid, as to enable them to bring the 
energies of then chaiactei, and the superiority of their knowledge into 
activity The influence of the govei mng people, and the levenuca of those 
countries flowing into British channels, public 01 private, have com¬ 
manded the exportable pioductions of them, and by the fall of the Ficnch 
and Dutch India Companies, together with other causes, a very gieat 
share of all the commeice corned on between India and Em ope, exclusive 
of that which the English Company enjoys, is in the hands of Bntish 
subjects. The taste for Indian commodities is increased m Europe, the 
imports of them there are greater With the acquisition which British 
subjects have already made with their re&ouices, and their growing spirit 
of enteipnze, they feel moie impatiently the lestramts which icinam, and 
the desire of breaking thiough them In fact, under the protection of 
the Company's government, they participate voiy largely with the Com¬ 
pany in commercial advantages, and are becoming giaduolly pd&scssed of 
a spirit whose tendency is to undermine and abrogate the commercial 
pnvilegcs of that body altogether Nor are there wanting arguments of 
real solidity, which they apply in an unqualified way m favour of their 
own aims For true it is, ** that our Indian possessions ought to be che- 
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nslied, and then industry and trade encouraged and promoted But much 
that has been said on th.it> head, has I conceive been rashly and crudely 
taken up, and repeated and urged by persons having- an immediate and 
direct interest in the most unlimited application of such principles, 
without legard to distant consequences Those who have any share of 
administrate e power are required to look furthci than meie mei chants, 
or commeicial aigiiments do Dr Adam Smith eminent as he was m 
political science, certainly went upon vciy erroneous aud defective infor¬ 
mations hi his reasonings respecting the management ot oui Eastern pos¬ 
sessions Few persons living m them, 01 connected with the Company, 
have ventuied expressly to contend with him, that the tiade to India 
sould belaid entirely open , hut if this doctnnc was not directly mtended, 
it was virtually contained m various opinions advanced concei mug free¬ 
dom of trade, the piospenty of our piovinces, and other relative topics, 
and even where geneial principles involving this conclusion aie not 
employed, but only paitial and paiticular concessions required I own 
that whilst I may feel tlie necessity and even piopnety of yielding to the 
course of things, I am not without fear of the ultimate issue even of tins 
more gradual progress For it is that commercial principles, ex¬ 
tremely impoitant m their pluce, are superseded in my mind by a more 
powerful consideration, already explained in the second position 01 
axiom ubove stated, the danger of an uurestiamed, unlimited intcicourse 
between India and Great Bntam, and m consequence between India and 
the other nations of Europe also Free trade could not be peimitted 
without being followed by a general intercouise, noi that as I conceive 
without finally hnzai ding our political power m the east Now if theic 
he any reality in the danger thus apprehended, the time to guard against 
it, is whilst it is still at a distance To me it seems most clear, that 
neither this country nor India is yet piepared foi such an unrestricted in¬ 
tercourse as 1 have mentioned, aud that all circumstances considered, the 
safest way for both is to mumtain their connection by means of such a 
natural organ as the India Company Doubtless that organ cannot be 
confined to its original dimensions I have always been one of those who 
were for enlarging it j and I believe it is still necessary to render it more 
comprehensive, thougtf in doing this, circumspection Bhould be used 
Those who in the spirit of their arguments against illicit trade, &c stickle 
for the original system of strict monopoly, and those who are for giving 
an unlimited scope to the exertions of individuals, seem equally to over¬ 
look circumstances necessary to be regarded m older to a sound determi¬ 
nation To cramp tho industry of oui provinces in articles of Euiopean 
demand, within what the Company can m any shape take off, is an absurd 
and intolerable idea j to say that every adventurer disposed to speculate 
in the trade between Europe and India should have fiee leave, seems on 
the other hand a proposition quite inadmissible This proposition, per¬ 
haps, it miglit be answered, is not now m question, nobody engaged in 
the management of the Company’s affairu is so wild as to entertain it 
Bat I mean to imply that the general indefinite stiain of the arguments 
and language held about tieedom ot trade, will involve it, and T 
would add as more immediately applicable to the piesent purpose, that 
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statedly to Rive permission to all individuals to send home ships and Roods 
of then own, though thiough the medium of the Company, appears to 
me to be going a great way towards the adoption of that proposition I 
am a friend to this measure, properly adjusted, in every view except aB it 
may tend to affect the stability of our dominion In this lespect I confess 
I am not without my fears* I would not merely from feeling them reject 
the measure, but I would have it cautiously and dehbciately consideied 
Duectly and consequentially it is a very large admission , and those who 
ask foi it, as they usually argue upon those geneial giouuds of com¬ 
mercial policy already mentioned, without limiting 01 defining the ultimate 
extent of their application, so probably in the aiguments employed m the 
pie&ent case, several distinctions which ought to come into view have been 
oveiloohed As 1st The,principle upon which all enlargements m the 
export trade of British India are required is, that the surplus of the in¬ 
dustry of the couutiy, all that it produces beyond its own wants and the 
tubute paid to the governing power (which is in effect paid m produce) 
may have a free vent The surplus here intended is doubtless the surplus 
anting from the employment of its own resources, but the pioposed 
measuie would clearly open the way for the mtioduction of Euiopean 
capitals, I mean capitals remitted from London, &c into India, whereby 
the productions of that country would be forced beyond the poweis of its 
own native stock This consequence, of great importance, would be un¬ 
avoidable, yet it is not even contended for m the ongmal principle 
2ndly Atiadewhich is gieatly suppoi ted by the remittance of the foi- 
tunes of individuals, is diflfeient from that which flows from a source 
whollj commercial And this trade is in effect engiosscd by a very 
limited number of agents, who making themselves the medium both of 
private remittances and of private and foreign exports of goods, become 
bold speculators, and expose what ought to be a steady cuirent to extra- 
01 dinary rises and falls, to the distress perhaps of general credit, and 
even of government itself m its ways and means 3rdly To increase the 
coinmeice of British subjects from the east to Europe, is not always cei- 
tainly to mciease the profit of the British nation the effect may be in 
some cases rather to supply the nations of Euiope cheaper with Indian 
commodities than they had them before, and to buy them dealer We 
well know that an unlimited competition abroad would of course enhauce 
the cost of commodities and occasion a debasement of their qualities 
Industry and improvement in manufactuies would not among the Indian 
people keep pace with the eagei spmt of demand whioh a new privilege 
would for a time raise among European individuals, and it is still true 
notwithstanding what Mr Colebrooke has said on the other side, (as I 
think I coqld prove if I had leisure), that the institution of castes is* an 
obstruction to the diffusion and extension of the manufacturing arts, 
though not equally to the increase of the productions of the soil, as sugar, 
indigo, &c most of the manufacturing castes being also (or having the 
privilege of being) cultivators of the soil England has had experience of 
the effect of throwing open the Indian trade to all her subjects Crom¬ 
well, no fiiend to the Company, tried this course, but in four or five years, 
seeing that trade almost extinct in this kingdom, whilst it flourished in 
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other countries, he was glad to restore the Company In like manner 
the old and new Companies having nearly ruined each othei by then com¬ 
petitions in the Indian markets, were fhin at length to unite The same 
causes, notwithstanding other changes, would still pioduce the same 
effects It is now made a question whethei the Company denves any 
profit from its Indian commerce I take for granted they still purchase as 
they used to do in Bengal (at least since Lord Cornwallis's lime) then 
goods at a cheaper rate than individuals paid, and if indeed the tiade 
yields them no gam, it may be doubted whether private mei chants could, 
even in ships of then own, at a model ate price of freight, bring home the 
like speues of goods to this country to better account This whole obsei- 
vation, howcvci, applies more paiticulaily to old staple imports from 
India, such as piece goods Of these I believe it to be true that the profit 
is now at least as small as it ought to be, that availed as they are by 
Bntish fdbncs, it would not be very difficult to pour into Europe more of 
them than the demand of Euiope lequires, and that an unlimited power 
of impoitation to individuals would pi oh ibly end only in giving to them a 
sliaie of that trade which the Company at piesent po&scsss m such articles, 
that is, piovidcd individuals found they could cany it on, and it they could 
not, to what purpose should the present order of things have been dis- 
tuibed? If even such ail importation peunitted to individuals m ships of 
then own wci c sufficient to pay the shipping employed m it, and affoid a 
profit on that branch, though not on the sales of the cargoes, this does not 
appear an adequate motive foi granting generally the privilege of such a 
trade 4thly Indeed if exports from Bntani to India could he increased 
m any consumable degree by this or any other modification of the pnvi- 
lcge of trading to and from that country, the question would be materially 
altered, but mutual icunts, the great stimulus among the trading nations 
of Europe, is not the mam support of the Indian tiade. Our exports 
thither have of late been chiefly increased in manne stores, which fall in a 
eeitam degiee within the observation above made concerning Indian 
shipping employed m an intercourse with Europe To increase the use 
of European commodities among the natives of India a change in then 
habits and tastes seems qecessary 5thly With respect, however, to new 
aitides, the produce of India (new I mean as articles of importation to 
Europe) such as sugar, indigo, cochineal, there can be no other doubt I 
conceive (whatever West Indies may allege,) of the good policy of en¬ 
couraging the growth of them there, and the exportation of them to this 
country even m Indian ships, through the medium of the Company, than 
that which may be raised by the danger before described of so geneial an 
intercourse as should unhinge our system of government in the east But 
these articles being not numerous nor so likely to unite Europeau specu¬ 
lation, nor requiring so great a capital as the finer productions, it seems 
probable, though they would indeed comparatively require more ships, 
that they might for a considerable time be adventured in, especially as the 
produce of sugar may be rcgaideil as yet m its infancy, without the ap¬ 
proach of the apprehended danger 

On the whole I am arguing m the present cose at the instance of pru¬ 
dential considerations, against what would otherwise be the decided inch- 
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nation of my own mind, and I conclude by saying, that I am for per¬ 
mitting the native mdustiy of our provinces to shoot fiecly, but rather for 
duccting it to such new articles as are above mentioned, and I would 
conduct the surplus of that mdustiy, aftei the countiy tiade is supplied, 
into oui own poits, yet I should not be foi considering every adventui ous 
movement of the agents of Calcutta or Bombay as the accuiate indent of 
the real commercial state of the country, nor if it became a question either 
in India or in England, as piotmbly it may, to establish a general regula¬ 
tion of the natuie now under consideration, would I wish such a regulation, 
which assuredly would have great effectB, to be passed without pieviously 
and maturely weighing all the bearings and supposable contingencies of it, 
and without due discrimination as well as caution With respect to the 
particular measure which has led to these observations, one gi eat objec¬ 
tion mide to it in the India House is the peimission it gives to Indian 
built ships to navigate to this country To the puuciple of that objection 
I am no fiiend, it does not appeal to me to be sound oi just, it will one 
diy be the theme of great debate here, but I tiust the majority will refuse 
it theu appiobation I lcimun, &,c, 

C Grant 


No. y 

Chat les Grant, Esq, to the Mai guess Wellesley 

My Loud, Worthing m Sussex, Sept 14, 1801 

I vcntuie to presume on your Lordship’s indulgence of a short mtiu- 
sion on a subject lcspectmg which I have already troubled you The 
hope which I have long cherished of finding leisure in the yc.u of my 
vacation fiom the direction foi levismg the tract which I had the honoui 
to submit to your Loidslup, in favoui of intioducmg Chiistunity among 
the Indian subjects of Gieat Bntain, is frustrated by a tedious comse at 
ill health, undei which I still laboui I have consideied myself fiom my 
foimei situation m India, and subsequent one m England, as bound par¬ 
ticularly to attend to this object It is an abiding weight upon my spirits 
that I have not all cady performed what I conceived to be my duty le- 
spectmg it, whethei my cndeavouis should have had any success ox not, 
and I still wish to provide for making an attempt to remove the picju- 
dices which oppose the principle of communicating the light of tiue 
religion in the East 

But incapable myself of acting at present, and unceitam as to the fu¬ 
ture, I am induced to call in the aid of one or two fuends in Bengal, 
whoso sentiments I know to be congenial with my own on this matter, 
and upon whose seciecy I can rely, I mean Mr Udny and the Rev Mr 
Brown The former, in the elevated station in which he is now placed 
may, with his preceding knowledge of the country, seek and obtain much 
pertinent information, which at a distance 1 could not command, and the 
latter has I believe already made collections, which if he could resolve to 
bring them into notice, might piove not a little seinceable I think these 
gentlemen not only capable of assisting, but very fit and likely to take 
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up my design, if I should not be able to prosecute it myself I therefore 
now write to interest them in it, and with this view have to request that 
your Loidslup will be pkased to put into Mr Udny’s liauds the poor 
pcrfoiniauco which iny solicitude for the object of it mged me to take 
the libcity of exposing to you, peiliaps r.ithci hastily, but I then thought 
the public discussion ol the question considered in it was near, and had 
no idea ot cumbering voui Lordship with so bulky a piece ot coutidence 
so long No accounts from the East have afloidcd ine so much pleasuic 
as those of the countenance your Lordship has given to Religion * If you 
had seen ht to recommend the diffusion of it among the Heathen, no one 
could have done this with so much etlcct and though now diversities o 
opinion on some otlici Indian subjects, and consequent divisions unhappily 
piovail, yet in the true gloij ol espousing such an object, all the best 
judgments of the piesent and fntui e limes I am convinced would bo agiceiL 
As to those other subjects of controversy, since they have been inci¬ 
dentally alluded to, though mv weakness would not allow me to go into 
them here, if I had ieason to think the way otlici wise open, I cannot 
avoid adding that they have been to me the cause of unspeakable concern, 
not only for the tioubles and discoid they have allcady pi oduced, hut for 
the moie serious consequences likely to result fiom them A gencial 
view which I some ycais ago took of the tendencies of measures pioposed 
for the enlaigcment of pnvate trade, led me to icgaid them with consi¬ 
derable apprehension, and a more pat titular examination afteiwaids of 
their nature gave to my rniud a c onviction of their danger, m winch I 
have been painfully confirmed l>v the conduct of a paity here deeply in¬ 
terest! d in them I turd what means I could foi pnvate accommodation, 
and having failed in this, I had only the altci native of openly lcsistmg 
that party, though at the expense of differing also on some public points 
with the late 1’iesidcnt of the Boaid of Conti ol, to which has been since 
added the inmtilicatnm ol hndmg myself m opposition to your Lordship’s 
sentiments on the same topics My opinions on these subjects may be 
regarded by some whose judgment I inspect as visionary To the test of 
tunc I must leave the decision of that point, but I tiust a candour like 
your Lordship's will not leudily suppose that I could adopt a course con- 
tiarvto my habits, inclinations, and pnvate interests, without a strong 
impelling sense of duty, I have the honour to be, 

with the gicatest respect, 
your Loidslup’s most obedient humble seivant, 

CnxnLns Grant 


* The Marquess W ellesloy in his speech on the renew al of the E I chattel on 
the 9th of April, 1H11, stated at consideiablc length the efforts he had made for 
the dissemination of Christianity in India during his I ordship’s government, with 
respect to putting the ecclesiastical establishments on a pioper footing, with a 
Bishop at its head, and the encouragement given to prudent missionaries, he 
concluded by saying that " he bad thought it his duty to have the Scriptures 
translated into the languages of the East, and to give the learned natives employed 
m the translation the advantages of access to the sacred fountains of Divine truth 
he thought that a Christian Governor could not have done less, and knew that a 
British Governor ought not to do more Parliamentary Debates, Vol 25, p 698 
[Ed] 
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W Twining, Esq (one of the Couit of Dn ectoi ? of the Honouiahle 
East India Company) to the Mai quess Welledey 

My Lord, London, July 17,1802 

I hope your Lordship will not be offended, if I indulge the great desire 
which I feel to return my best thanks for the many and impoitnnt in¬ 
stances of kindness shewn by youi Lordslup to my son Amongst those 
instances, that which has made the deepest impression upon me, and for 
which I am and evei shall be paiticularlv grateful, isjoui Loidslnp’s 
goodness m bestowing upon my son an appointment m that pait of India 
which is suited to his constitution Of his desire to make himself useful 
I was well assuied, and I know Ins principles so well, that I could safely 
answer for his integrity I had, then, some leason to hope that he would 
not be totally unsuccessful m that situation of life m which he was placed 
But lus health, if an appointment had been bestowed upon bun in the 
climate of Calcutta would, in all piobability, have prevented his remain¬ 
ing in India and it is to your Loidship’s kind consideiation of this cn- 
cumstance, that I am indebted foi the revival of a hope, which was at one 
time—fiom the unfavourable accounts which I leccivcd of his health— 
nearly dcstioyed I may venture to assure your Lordship that my son 
entertains a pioper sense of the favours which have been bestowed upon 
him, and that by an honest and zealous dischaige of his duty, he will 
make the best—the only—letuin in his power 

As I have taken the liberty of addressing youi Lordship, I hope I shall 
be pardoned if I mention a subject which has fiequently occupied my 
thoughts, and which has, in one lespect, given me much concern I 
allude to the subject of the private trade with India, and to my having, in 
bo me degree, diffeied from youi Lordship upon that subject 

Soon after the renewal of the Company’s chartei, I was led, by acci¬ 
dental cu cum stances, to bestow a good deal of attention upon thepnvute 
trade with India, and, since that time, I have had fiequent oppoitumties 
of noticmg the conduct of the puvate traders, both m the India House 
and out of it The lesult of the consideiation which I have bestowed 
upon this subject is, a firm belief that the indulgences for which the 
private traders have contended, would prove highly injuiious to the in¬ 
terests of the East India Company and I have no doubt but your Loid- 
ship will readily allow that, whilst I entertained such an opinion, I could 
not with pi opnety do otherwise than oppose the granting of such indul¬ 
gences I trust however that, though I have been unfortunate enough 
to differ in opinion upon this point from your Lordship, I have expiessed 
that difference m a way which has not given offence I have only con¬ 
tended for those interests of the East India Company which are, I am 
Bure, full as dear to your Lordship as they can be to me and I could not 
but oppose that plan of the private traders, which appeared to me to en¬ 
danger the Company’s commei ce, and consequently those temtoiics, for 
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tlie preseivation 01 acquisition of which we aie so much indebted to youi 
Lordship 

I am, my Loi d, with the highest respect, 
youi Loidship’s most obliged and obedient humble seivant, 

R Twining 


No VII 

STATEMENT OF IMPORTS FROM LONDON AND FOREIGN 
EUROPE AND AMERICA IN THE FOLLOWING SEASON, viz 


Imports 
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i 
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London 

Foreign 

Europe 

and 

America 

London 

Foreign Euiope 
and 

Ameiica 


Total 

Total 

Merch¬ 

andize 

1 

Treasuie 

Meichan- 

dize 

Treasure 

1797-1798 
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19,86,142 

11,88,043 

3,46,176 

5,32,442 

14 53,700 

1798-1799 
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15,24,138 

1799-1800 
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76,48,110 

1800-1801 
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53,56,911 

1801-1802 

39,75,669 

56,77,152 

36,51,650 
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9,85,972 

46,91,180 


PRIVATE TONNAGE SHIPPED TO LONDON FROM CALCUTTA 
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28 

3,794 

9 

43 

19 
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36 
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18 
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18 

2,325 
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18 
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9 
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3 
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6 
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35 
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16 
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11 

1,488 

8 

5,970 
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25 
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7 
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8 
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10 

7,369 
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59 

27,680 
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23 
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[SUPPLEMENT—RED SEA. EXPEDITION ] 


No I 

The May guess Wellesley to Sti Borne Popham, K M 
(Political and Secret) 

Sir, Patna, October 16, 1801 

1 Having undei my consideration the letter of the Secret 
Committee, addiessed to you on the 10th of November, 1800, 
togethei with the various veibal and wntten communications 
which have passed between you and this govei nment on the 
important subject of the condition of the Butish inteiests m 
the poits of the Red Sea, I now have the honoui, m confor¬ 
mity to the ordeis of the honourable Committee, to state my 
sentiments to you for the puipose of enabling you to cairy 
then instructions into effect on your letum to the Red Sea. 

2 The instructions of the honoui able Committee indicate 
with sufficient precision the objects which it is the desire of 
the East India Company to attain by the proposed negotia¬ 
tion, but no suggestion has yet been furnished fiom the 
government at home, either with regard to the mode of con¬ 
ducting the embassy or to the nature of concessions to be 
offeied on the part of the British Govei nment, as an equi¬ 
valent to the adiantages and pnvileges which it is intended 
to acquire from the Aiab chiefs 

3 My observations m this despatch will be dnected to the 
puipose of supplying you with such suggestions on these 
points, as our limited knowledge of the political state of 
Arabia, and of the commeicial intei ests of those countries 
enable me to state for youi consideration 

4 I am not disposed to favour any objection to the estab¬ 
lishment of political and commercial engagements with the 
Arab states on the coasts of the Red Sea, founded on the 
real or supposed connection of those states with the Ottoman 
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Poite Fiom the gcneial tenoi of my mfoimation, I am in¬ 
clined to believe that those poweis, particulaily the Sheieef 
of Mecca, and the Imaum of Senna, aie neaily if not alto- 
gethei independent of the Poite Admitting, liowevei, a 
conti aiy supposition, the pioposed engagements with the 
Butish Government will have no tendency to affect any ex¬ 
isting connection between the Aiab states and the Poite, no 
valid objection theiefore can anse against the policy of youi 
mission fiom any 1 elation which the states of Ai.ibia may be 
found to beai towaids the Porte, although it will undoubtedly 
be necessaiy to conduct the negotiation with cveiy degiee of 
attention to the jealousies and piejudices of that powei 
The conespondence of Captain Wilson with the government 
of Bombay on the subject of Ins mission in 1798-9 will pio- 
bably supply moie authentic information with lespcct to the 
actual powei, lesouices, connection, and disposition of the 
Aiab chieftains than can he denved fiom the accounts of 
lnstonans, 01 fiom any othei documents within oui leach 
I have dnected the Vice-Pi esident in Council to furnish you 
with copies of that conespondence 

5 The Imaum of Senna being the most powei ful of the 
Aiab chieftains, you will direct youi attention m the fiist in¬ 
stance to the conclusion of the piojectcd engagements with 
that Pnnce Those engagements will either include the le- 
maining chieftains or will facilitate simila) anangements with 
them 

6 Pieviously to the mission of Captain Wilson fiom Bom¬ 
bay, no intei com se of a political natuic extending beyond 
the interchange of complimentaiy letteis, had subsisted be¬ 
tween the Butish Government m India and the Arabian 
States. The extent of the trade between Aiabia and the 
poits of India lias foi many years been mconsidei able The 
British Government m India being thus entirely unconnected 
with the states of Arabia, has possessed no oppoitumty of 
acquumg an intimate knowledge of the political lelations, or 
of the commeicial interests of those states I am not thei e- 
foie prepared to enter into a detail of the paiticular conces¬ 
sions eithei of a political oi of a commeicial natuie which 
any of the states of Aiabia would be disposed to receive oi 
which I should be inclined to afford m letuin foi the im¬ 
portant advantages which it is our object to attain. 
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7 The information which you will acquire aftei youi le- 
tuin to the Red Sea, will enable you to asceitam m what 
mannei a political connection with the Bntisli Government m 
India may be lcndcied conducive to the inteiests of any oi 
of all the Aiabian states, and what engagements of a com- 
meicidl natuie would be calculated to ensuie any essential 
advantages to the commeicial mteiests of those countnes. 
At piesent I must content myself with soliciting youi atten¬ 
tion to the geneial considciations which appeal to me to 
affect this pait of the question. 

8 The piomise of otu piotection against any attempt on 
the pait of Fiance to violate the independence of the Aiab 
states might be deemed an advantage, foi which those states 
would be disposed to pay a valuable consideiation. But if 
the Biitishaims should be completely successful in effecting 
the expulsion of the Fiench fiom Egypt, any appiehension 
which the Aiab chiefs may hitlieito have entcitamed of the 
future attempts of Fiance may have ceased It may theie- 
foie be advisable that you should endeavoui to lemove any 
such sentiments of false sccunty, and to excite in the Arab 
chiefs a solicitude to obtain the piotection of the Butish 
powei against Fiance. Such an offei on our pait may lead 
to conespondcnt concessions on the pait of the Aiabs. It 
may be suggested, that although the favounte pioject of 
Fiance to effect a pcimanent establishment in Egypt, and to 
extend liei dominion ovei the countnes adjacent to the Aia- 
bian Gulf, has been happily fiustrated by the powei and 
skill of the Butish army, the Fiench will not theiefore be 
induced to abandon this prunai y object of then ambition 
Frustrated m then attempts to maintain themselves m Egypt 
they may heieafter resume the enterpuze which they have 
frequently foimcd of making a descent on the coasts of the 
Red Sea, m this event, that pait of the coast which is under 
the dominion of the Imaum of Senna will probably become 
the first point of attack. It is theiefore the inteiest of the 
Imaum to provide, m the most effectual manner foi the pos¬ 
sibility of this event, by cultivating a connection with the 
Butish power, and by secunng the co-operation of the 
British aims. 

9, While the British powei shall hold Egypt, although no 
immediate dangei may be apprehended by the Arab chiefs 
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from any designs of Fiance, it must be an object of the 
policy of those chiefs to cultivate the favoui of a powei which 
has possessed itself of Egypt undei eveiy cu cumstance cal¬ 
culated to mspue confidence m its good faith and respect for 
its vigoui, eneigy, and imlitaiy skill 

10 Even after the Butish aimy shall have evacuated 
Egypt and shall have delneied it ovei to the Porte (^if such 
an adjustment shall be the teimmation of the wai in Egypt) 
it may be expected that the fame and chaiactei of the 
Butish Empne will be so elevated in that quaiter of the 
globe as to lendei the chiefs of Aiabia and all the neigh¬ 
bouring states desnous of improving then relations with our 
government, and of enteung with us into political and com- 
meicial engagements, founded on libeial and just principles 
of mutual interest and secunty 

11 Should the political situation of the Government of 
Senna oi the condition of its internal affans oi that of any 
Arab state m the gulf be such as to expose the Imaum or 
chief to the hazaid of external attack oi of internal commo¬ 
tion, tins state of cncumstances will afford an additional 
ground for the conclusion of defensive engagements What¬ 
ever exigency may induce the Imaum or chief to desire the 
protection of the British power, will facilitate the attainment 
of the primary objects of youi mission 

12. In offenng these suggestions, however, it is piopei to 
state my decided opinion that we should abstain fiom any 
nuxtuie m such political mtugues as may be connected with 
any design of subveitmg the established government, of 
effecting revolutions m the state, oi of endangering the hfe 
oi powei of any reigning chieftain The symptoms of such 
a disposition on our pait would tend to create jealousies, and 
suspicions of which the effect might be felt beyond the limits 
of any interest which we might hope to establish in Aiabia, 
while all oui views m that quarter would certainly be de¬ 
feated by the unjustifiable means employed to accomplish 
them 

13. This obseivation applies peculiaily to Mecca, where 
the state of the present Sheieef’s power renders it moie 
especially necessaiy to use every degree of caution with re¬ 
gard to any mterfeience m the internal affans of the countiy 

14 The co-opeiation of a Butish foice or of any public 
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oflicei of the Bntish Government in any revolution at Mecca 
would undoubtedly cieate the stiongest sentiments of indig¬ 
nation and disgust in the mind of the Giand Seignoi, and 
would nutate eveiy Mussulman state m India 

15 You will obseive fiom the piecedmg lemaiks, that m 
my judgment the fiist geneial pioposition fiom the offer of 
which we may expect to deuve concessions of the nature de- 
sned by the Secict Committee fiom the chiefs of Aiabia, is 
the engagement to affoid the piotection and countenance of 
the Bntish power to the established governments of those 
countnes. The natuie and extent of the piotection to be 
offeied to those chiefs fiom the government of India must be 
left to youi discietion, subjecting any engagement which you 
may conclude to the latification of the Governor-General in 
Council 

16 In concluding any tieaty of a subsidiaiy oi defensive 
natuie, you will endeavoui to limit the guaiantee to the 
case of an attack fiom Fiance, and m no case will you enter 
into engagements to piotect any Aiab state against the au¬ 
thority ol the Ottoman Poite 

17 The paiticular concessions of a commeicial natuie 
which it may be the wish of the Imaum of Senna or of any 
Aiab chief to obtain, and which it may be consistent with 
the commercial mteiests of the Company to grant, cannot be 
piecisely asceitamed without a moie peifect knowledge than 
we at present possess of the natuie and extent of the trade 
between Senna, the Arabian gulf geneially, and the poits of 
India I am disposed to giant consideiable pnvdeges and 
immunities in favour of Aiabian ships and merchants fre¬ 
quenting the British ports m India, to abate oi lelinquish 
the duties upon imports fi om that country, and to engage 
to take a certain quantity of coffee, the staple commodity of 
Senna, annually, to allow the Arabian merchants to export 
fiom the poits of India to Aiabia to a ceitain extent any of 
the articles, the produce of the British empire m India, of 
which the export fiom India is now prohibited to supply 
the Imaum oi any other Aiab power with broad cloth, iron, 
&c. the produce or manufacture of Europe, and with military 
and naval stoies; to supply the Arab poweis with ship 
builders, or to construct ships for them in our Docks, the 
Imaum or chief defraying the actual cost. 
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18 You will be guided by youi own judgment and dis¬ 
ci etion, and by the actual state of cncumstances m applying 
these general suggestions which are applicable not only to 
Senna, but to all othei Arab states on the coasts of the Red 
Sea Whatevei commeicial engagements you may contiact 
w T ith the Imaum of Senna, 01 with any othei of the Aiab 
states, will be subject to the ratification of the Governor- 
General m Council 

19 Whatevei be the relation which the states of Aiabia 
may beai towards the Poite, I deem it highly expedient that 
his Majesty’s Ambassadoi at the Couit of Constantinople 
should be enabled eventually to communicate to the Grand 
Seignoi the object, extent, and piogiess of your negotiations 
with the chiefs of Arabia, I shall theiefoic tiansmit a copy 
of this despatch to the Eail of Elgin by the piesent o\ei- 
land despatch, and I lequest that you will avail youiself of 
eveiy opportunity to communicate to his Lordship the pio¬ 
giess of your negotiation 

20 With legald to the mode of conducting the negotia¬ 
tions entiusted to youi charge, I am of opinion that you 
should be caieful to impiess the minds of the several chiefs 
of Arabia with due respect foi the dignity of youi situation 
as the representative of the British nation, a chaiacter, 
which m my judgment entitles you to claim the pnvilege of 
negotiating upon terms of equality with the Imaum of Senna, 
the Sheieef of Mecca or any of the Aiab chiefs I am 
apprehensive that youi pioceedmg in person to Senna, oi 
to the lesidence of any chief m Arabia, situated m the in¬ 
terior of the countiy might tend to lessen the importance of 
your character m the opinion of the Aiabs and might tlieie- 
fore prove injurious to the success of the negotiation. My 
judgment on this question anses fiom the knowledge that 
the several chieftains of Arabia however independent with 
respect to power and authonty, are considcied to be officers 
of the Turkish empire, and to denve their lank and appoint¬ 
ments from the Grand Seignor They are not therefoie to 
be acknowledged as Sovereign Pnnces, any such acknow¬ 
ledgement on youi pait (according to the uniform disposition 
and chaiactei of every Eastern court) would infallibly weaken 
your Influence, and encrease the insolence and arrogance of 
the powei with which you aie to negotiate 
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21. Unless tliciefoie the Imaum of Senna 01 his minister 
should pioceed to Mocha, 01 unless a peisonal meeting with 
the Imaum should appeal to you to be expedient, m which 
case you might lequnc that the Imaum should leave his 
capital and should advance a consideiable way foi the pui 
pose of meeting you, I would lecomuiend it to you to con¬ 
duct youi negotiation tlnough the channel of a secietaiy to 
youi mission 

22 The Eastern nations aie so much influenced by ex¬ 
tend foims, that the gieatcst attention is lequisite to points 
of ceiemony and appeaiance Any concessions m points 
of that natuie on the pait of an Ambassadoi to an Eastern 
com t, tend to degrade his consequence and to impede the 
piogiess of his negotiation It appeals to me tlieiefoie to 
be extiemcly desuable that one of the Company’s civil 
seivants whose talents, and geneial knowledge especially 
of the Aiabic and Peisian languages, may qualify him for 
the situation of secretary to youi embassy, should accompany 
you m that capacity and I have accoidmgly wiitten to the 
Vice Piesident on that subject, to whom I have the honour 
to Tcfei you foi fuithei details lelative to the selection of 
your secietaiy If you should deem the services of Mi. 
Robcitson whom you have appointed to act as youi secie¬ 
taiy to be necessaiy to the despatch of the affairs of your 
mission, he may be employed m the capacity of assistant to 
the secietary to youi mission, the lattei being a civil servant 
of the Company. I heieby confiim the tempoiaiy appoint¬ 
ment of Mi Robcitson m the office m which you have em¬ 
ployed him, retelling you to the Vice Pi esident m Council 
for the scale on which lus allowances aie to be paid on account 
of the sei vices which he 1ms alieady peifoimed, as well as for 
that by winch Ins futuic salaiy is to be legulated, if you 
shall find it nccessai y to employ him m the capacity of assistant 
to youi secietaiy. 

23 Considering the office of political agent undei the 
government of Bombay, at present held by Lieut -Colonel 
Mun ay, to be incompatible with the efficiency of youi re¬ 
presentative character and powers m the same capacity, I 
have ordered the Groveinoi-m-Council of Bombay to abohsh 
Lieut.-Colonel Mui iay’s appointment and it is my intention 
that you should exercise the sole and exclusive powei of 
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conducting the political negotiations with the chiefs of 
Aiabia undei my autlionty, to which you will always diiectly 
lefei, at the same time conespondmg in the mast ume- 
seived mannei with the Goveinoi-m-Council of Bombay 
who will be dnected to furnish you immediately with what- 
evei mfoimation he may possess lespectmg the objects of 
youi mission and also to affoid you every degiee of assist¬ 
ance in piosecuting them to a successful issue 

24 It is not to be expected that any extent of piesents 
will suffice to puichase fiom the Aiab chiefs the impoitant 
advantages m view' The amount of youi piesents should 
theiefoie be limited to a value consistent with the dignity of 
the Butish Government To exceed that limit would excite 
the degiadmg and piobably injunous suspicion that it is the 
purpose of the Butish Government to conceal by the splen- 
doui of its piesents, its inability to offei concessions of a 
pohtical 01 commeicial natuie equivalent to those advantages 
which it is orn object to obtain from the Aiab chiefs 

25 I am aware of the importance of attaching adequate 
appointments to the embassy, foi the purpose of producing 
an impiession favourable to the dignity of your lepiesentative 
chaiactei, I have theiefoie issued the necessaiy duections 
foi appointing the following escort 

Dismounted cavaliy, 12 troopeis fiom the body-guaid, 
Escort of Native mfantiy, one company of Sepoys 

It is not howevei practicable at this time to spaie any Eu¬ 
ropeans for that pait of the escoit which is to be composed 
of cavah y 

26 I heiewith tiansmit letters of ciedence to the seveial 
Arab chieftains specified m the accompanying list, and I 
enclose a copy of the English diaft of those letters foi your 
infoimation. 

27. I have issued directions to the several Presidencies to 
answer youi drafts for such sums of money as you may re¬ 
quire under regulations to be ananged with the Vice-Presi¬ 
dent m Council to whom I have honoui to refei you on this 
branch of the subject 

28. Although the Secret Committee have given me no 
ordeis respecting your allowances m the pohtical character 
with which they have mvested you, I conclude it to have 
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"been then intention that you should be considered as a 
legulai envoy from the Butish Government in India, and 
that youi expences should be defrayed, and youi seivices 
xewaided accordingly 

29. Being fully sensible of youi uniform zeal, ability, and 
perseveiance in piosecuting the objects of youi mission, I 
considei you to be entitled to suitable allowances fiom the 
commencement of youi opeiations m the Red Sea Having 
theiefoie fixed the salary to be allowed to you at the sum of 
2,000 mpees pei mensem, I have dnected the Vice-Piesi- 
dent m Council to pay to you the aireais which have acciued 
since the date of youi amval m the Red Sea 

30 All expenses connected with youi official duties are to 
be chaiged scpaiately, undei the head of duibar charges, 
and your accounts of leceipts and disbui sements aie to be 
made up monthly, and tian&mitted togethei with your Secie- 
taiy’s leceipts foi salaiy to the Private Secietary of the 
Governoi-Geneial Receipts and voucheis foi the pay of 
your escort, aie to be sent to the Adjutant-Geneial 

I have the honoui to be, &c. 

Wellesley 

[The difhculty of obtaining information from England l elative to 
Fiance may be judged of from the following letter ] 

No II. 

Lord Elgin to the Maique&s Wellesley 
(Private ) 

My dear Lord, Pera > Nov 10,1802 

Colonel Harcourt will have piepared you foi my silence 
on the sentiments of Government 1 elative to the views and 
piojects of France, to which my public letter of this date 
alludes I have not had one line on politics since the peace. 
As to the Porte, I cannot peisuade myself that she is prepared, 
oi has been consulted on any of the plans, which Buonaparte 
may have conceived , but the belief of peisons here, who may 
be supposed well mfoimed, is, that Buonaparte has devoted 
this empire, or at least the European part of it, to destiuction, 
meaning to make such anangements foi this territory, as may 
facilitate his further projects of ambition eastward. Every 
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measuie which I can devise, shall be set on foot, to gam m- 
foimation and watch the motions of the Fiench -within my 
limits But I laboui undei gieat disadvantage fiom having 
no notice fiom home, 01 fiom Pans, to guide my leseaiches 
Believe me evei, my deal Loid, 
with sinceie lespect, 

youis most faithfully, 

Elgin 


Abstract Statement of Piovmons shipped fiom Bengal, Bombay andFoit 
St Geoi g e, 2 3d Api f/ 1801 * 


provisions ron 3500 EunortANs 


Salt Provisions, 

lbs 1,445,470 at 1 lb 

catli pci day. 

days 372 

Biscuit, 

1,092,294 at do 

do 

281 

Floui, 

552,022 at 10 lbs tor five men pei week, 487 

Raisins, 

81,178 at 4 lbs 

foi do do 

180 

Rum, 

galls 74,559 at l pt 

each pei day. 

294 

Tea, 

lbs. 49,744 at 1 lb 

foi five men pei week. 

440 

Sugai, 

208,000 at l lb i 

eai h pei week. 

379 

Pease, 

323,772 at 8 lbs 

foi five men do 

356 

Rice, 

208,000 at 1 lb 

each per week, 

379 

Suet, 

34,660 at 4 lbs 

foi five men do 

127 

Mustard Seed, 

41,600 at 1 lb : 

foi do do 

379 

Salt, 

73,429 at 1 oz 

each per day. 

200 


provisions tor 5000 natives 


Salt, 

lbs 64,167 at 1 oz 

each pei day. 

days 160 

Sugar, 

121,053 at 2 ozs 

do 

131 

Mustard Seed, 

18,162 at 1 oz 

do 

196 

Dholl, 

421,776 at 6 ozs 

do. 

304 

Ghee, 

157,610 at 2 ozs 

do 

189 

Tuimenc, 

10,184 at $ oz 

do 

44 

Garlic, 

11,902 at i oz 

do 

52 

Chillies, 

11,902 at £oz 

do 

52 

Boot Gram, 

382,692 at 6 ozs 

do 

138 

Tamarinds, 

91,898 at 2 ozs 

do 

89 

Oil, 

20,123 at 1 oz 

do 

44 

Chuiah, 

377,536 at 16 ozs 

i do 

52 

Sweetmeats, 

49,882 at 6 ozs 

do 

20 

Parched Gram, 

34,176 at 4 ozs 

do 

18 

Rice, 

2,009,476 at H lb 

do 

236 


* For the Red Sea expedition. The document is given as an illustra¬ 
tion of the system by which supplies were carefully provided by the Go¬ 
vernor-General foi the aimy —[Ed J 
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Watei, foi 8,500 men foi days 126 

Firewood, foi 8,500 men for 314 

Wheat, lbs 665,248 at 1 lb each per day, foi 8,600 men, 79 

Vinegar, galls 18,300 at lqt to five men pei week, 250 


HOSPITAL STORES 

Madena, 45 pipes, Port Wine, 244 doz , Lime Juice, 385 galls .Vinegar, 
1,175 do , Essence of Malt, 3 casks, Molasses, 9 maunds, 30 seers, Me¬ 
dicines and Instiuments, 20 cases 

GLNERAL STORES 

Wax Candles, mannds 183,26, Cheese, lbs 5,636, Potatoes, lbs 177,828, 
Tobacco, lbs 141,217 

In the above statement a deduction of 10 per cent has been allowed on 
each aiticle, and it will he found that the Euiopeans are piovided in the 
essential aitides of piovisions for ncaily twelve months , and the Natives 
taking into consideration the ration by which the daily issues aie 1 emu¬ 
lated, for about scien months 

To guaid against the possibility of the troops suffenng fiom a want of 
piovisions, it is pioposed to despatch in the couise of next month the 
undci-mentioned ai tides 

Biscuit, tor two months, 3,000maunds. Raisins,foi do 400 do , Rum, 
for 70 days, 15,000 galls , Sugai, foi 200 do 1,500, Ghee, for 90 do 700 
mds , Turmcnc, 60 do 187 do , Gallic, 60 do 187 do , Chillies, 60 do 
187 do , Oil, 90 do 360 do , Boot Giam, 2,000 do , Rice, 6,000 

J Gerard 



[SUPPLEMENT—MISCELLANEOUS ] 


No. I 

The Right Honourable Heniy Dunda s to the Mai guess Wellesley on the 
Indian Mihtaiy Establishments 

My DEAR Lord,* Wimbledon, Dciembu 30th, 1800 

A few days ago bi ought me youi oveiland despatch in 
cyphei, dated 13 th July last, and I conceive it so matennl to 
put your Loidship m immediate possession of the impiession 
it has made upon me, it is my intention to suggest to the 
Chau man of the East India Company the piopiiety of des¬ 
patching this lettei by an overland conveyance 

In oui vaiious private conespondence I have had occasi¬ 
onally an opportunity of stating to your Lordship the deep 
importance I attach to the necessity of such a steady and 
legulated system of economy, as may enable us to 1 educe the 
great load of debt, by which our affans m India aie encum- 
beied, and unless we are able to accomplish that important 
object, all our ideas of boasted prospenty aie meie delusion, 
and the bubble will buist the fiist moment we are again in¬ 
volved m any seveie stiuggle for the piotection or security 
of om Indian intei ests Foi my pait I considei an overgrown 
and unwieldy load of Indian debt as oui only mortal foe, oui 
debt even at its present amount is of so formidable a nature 
as to blast every piospect of future prosperity, if it is per¬ 
mitted to remain at that amount I must therefore light it 
down, and unless that most dangeious of all enemies is sub¬ 
dued, the fall of Senngapatam and the acquisition of Mysore 
will only be found ultimately to enciease our weakness by 


* This letter is given with a view of shewing the difficulties under 
which the Governoi-Geneial laboured, from almost the beginning of his 
administration The Indian debt which paused such alarm to Mr Dundaa, 
did not amount to the revenue of the country for two years --[Ed ] 
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having extended oui establishments beyond oui menns of 
maintaining them Fiom the close of the foimei Mysoiewai 
down to the commencement of the piesent, 1 had the satis¬ 
faction, yen aftei ye.u, of detailing to the public, tlnough 
the medium of my Indian exposition, the giadual diminution 
ot oui debt, and the giadual amehoiation of oui Indian con¬ 
cerns at home and abioad Neithei was I m any degiee 
alaimed by the lapid piogiess of debt, which the late wai m 
India has pioduced, but my 1 cason foi not being alaimed, 
was, that if oui debt m India was not peinutted upon the 
whole to exceed about foui teen millions steihng, I saw cleaily 
befoie me the means of a lapid 1 eduction of it, the moment 
that peace was lestoied m Euiope, and tlieie ceased to be 
any such exigency of afFan s at home, as to 1 endei any fui thei 
loans necessaiy on the pai* of the public But eveiy idea I 
enteitam of seeing a lapid 1 eduction of oui Indian debt is 
bottomed on the foundation of believing, that the lestoiation 
of peace in India would be pioductive of such a state of oui 
finances theic, as would enable us at least to have a laige 
surplus for the dischaige of the puncipal, and mteiest of oui 
debts, aftei defi lying eveiy necessaiy establishment If such 
is the state of our finance, w r e know by expenence that the 
piovision of investment, and the dischaige of oui Indian debt 
can be made mutually and beneficially subservient to each 
othei, and I have gieatly deceived myself if I have notfoimed 
a plan, by which, on the lestoiation of peace m Euiope, that 
system of combining the reduction of debt and the piovision 
of investment may be unpioved upon m a degiee hitheito 
unpractised, but I lepeat again to joui LoidsLip that this 
plan and eveiy othei foi the solid and peimanent piospenty 
of India must piove aboitne if at that peiiod we shall find 
the state of our finances in India, such as that oui lai ge 
levenues m that quaitei aie found inadequate even to the 
dischaige of oui establishments 
I have contented myself with giving youi Loulship this 
geneial sketch of my ideas without tioubhng you with de¬ 
tailed explanations, because I am so confident in my own 
opinions, and in the ceitamty of the propositions and conclu¬ 
sions l have stated, that neithei your Lordship, noi any man 
equally conversant with you in the afFans of India, can 
entertain a doubt of the truth of any thing I have stated. I 
VOL. v. 1 
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have theiefoie only to lefei youi Loidship to the facts as 
they exist, and the application of them is too obvious I 
lefei you to the statement piepaied by Mi Myeis undei 
youi own authonty, and tiansmitled by youi Loidship foi 
my infoimation 1 fuithei lefei you to the statement of the 
India budget as last prepaied and tiansnntted to India for 
youi peiusal, and upon examining the statements tlieiein 
contained, founded upon the data as I thought myself then 
wan anted to assume them, jou will peiceive how much upon 
a level oui levenues and establishments appeal to be, and 
what a pittance only of suiplus levenue is theie held out m 
expectation, but even at that tune, additions appeal to have 
been made to the establishments of which I was then 

O 

noiant, and which when biought foiwaid into calculation and 
statement, will be found to absoib and exceed eveiy existing 
1 evenue 

With these feelings operating upon my mmd, your Loid¬ 
ship will not be suipused, when I piofess myself truly 
alaimed by the extent of establishment which youi Loid- 
ship’s lettei of the 13th July lecommends to my adoption 
I lay entirely out of \iew all consideiations of a collateral 
natuie, and theiefore do not enlaige upon the topic how far 
the population of the countiy amidst all the otliei calls upon 
it, could easily beai such a diam foi the maintenance of its 
Euiopean establishment in India I wish at the present 
moment to considei the subject merely upon the footing of 
finance, and in that view I should be without hope indeed, 
if I could be persuaded, that so great an establishment, es¬ 
pecially of a Euiopean description was necessaiy to be kept 
up foi the secunty of our Asiatic possessions I should be 
without hope because m the present state of our finances or 
undei any neai piospect of what they may anive at, it would 
be impossible for us to pay such an establishment without 
having lecourse to the finances of this countiy, and m so 
far making our Indian Empne a burthen upon the mothei 
country I am sure your Lordship would be as soriy as I 
could be, to see such a new circumstance anse out of the 
events which have lecently taken place m India, but it is 
altogether unnecessaiy to dwell upon such speculations, fori 
can venture to assert, that if such a contingency was to occur 
the disappointment and chagrin of the country would soon' 
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put an end to any value they have lecently been accustomed 
to attach to oui Indian empu e 

In considuimg this subject, I have made a companson of 
the establishment at a found, peiiod, with that which would 
be the amount agieeable to the lettei to which I am now 
leplying With this view I lnve lefened back to the esta¬ 
blishment as settled m 1796 This was a peiiod when the 
establishments undciwcnt a lcvision, and when the powei of 
Tippoo Sultaun and the dangei lesulting fioin it, weie fully 
befoie us, and yet including aitilleiy, cavaliy and mfantiy, 
Euiopean and native, the establishment does not seem to 
have exceeded eighty thousand men Since that time, and 
partiGUlaily since the end of the late Mysoie wai, it has been 
mci easing by lapid stndes, and if put upon the scale recom¬ 
mended by youi Loidslnp’s lettei, it would, notwithstanding 
the fall of Seungapatam, and the Mysoiean powei, amount 
to no less than 142,600 men The addition of expense is 
enoimous m piopoition, and the addition alone which your 
Loidship lecommends of Euiopean foice, would, as neaily 
as I can conjectuie, upon a lough guess, amount to above 
£500,000 steilmg pei annum 

I am suie, when I bung those particulais so pointedly 
before you, you will considei both youi own time and mine 
as usefully employed, when we entei upon a calm discussion 
how far theie can be a utility, fai less a necessity, foi such 
an overgiown establishment 

In the fit at place I greatly doubt if upon a re-exammation 
of the particulars of your letter, youi Loidship will find 
youi self accurate m the data on which you pioceed You 
lest youi opinion of the Euiopean infantry establishment 
necessaiy for India on the following principle, viz that what- 
evei be the numbei actually borne on the aimy letuins, one 
fouith must be deducted for the number piobably sick, oi 
otherwise unfit for duty On this punciple youi Loidship 
argues, that an effective foice foi Bengal of 6,000 lank and 
file will lequire eight regiments oi 9,600 rank and file, and 
that an effective force for Coiomandel, Bombay, Malabai 
Ceylon, &c. of 12,000, will lequire 20,000 rank and file, oi 
seventeen legiments taken together, that to furnish J 8,000 
effective men will requme an establishment of twenty-five 
regiments of 1200 each, or 30,000 lank and file. 



161 


the iion henry dun has to [Miscellaneous 


Even if the puneiple be allowed to be coneet, the calcu¬ 
lation does not appeal to be so, 9,600 men 01 eight legiments 
less by one fouith, will leave 7,200 instead of 6,000, oi one 
fifth inoie than you leckon upon, aud 20,400 men oi seventeen 
legiments less by one fouitli, will leave 15,300 instead of 
12,000, being above a quaitei more than you leckon upon 
Take both togethei , 30,000 men oi twenty-five legiments 
as pioposed by youi Loidship, less by one fouith will leave 
22,500 men, oi moie than the foicc wanted by youi Loid- 
ship’s statement by 4500 oi one fouith 
Admitting the puneiple to be just, viz that whntevei the 
establishment is, one fouith must be deducted foi non effec¬ 
tives, and that the stiength lequiied m effective men is, as 
stated by youi Loidship 18,000, the numbei of legiments 
necessaiy to furnish that foice is twenty, oi at 1200 lank and 
file each, 24,000 men, deduct one fouith, and we have 18,000 
the lequiied, and five legiments less than pioposed by youi 
Loipship, will be sufficient foi the puipose 
But the deduction of one fouith of the number on the aimy 
letums foi sick does not conespond with the actual state by 
the l etui ns fiom Madras and Bombay m which alone the 
distinction is made, howevei as the gieatest numbei ofEu- 
lopean legiments aie stationed at those piesidencies and 
then dependencies, (viz 16 out of 21) it may be sufficient in 
a general view to take the calculation fiom those i etui ns 
At the end of 1799 the numbei of King’s mfantiy lank and 
file at Madias was 5941, of which sick oi invalids 853, little 
moie than l-7th , the Company’s mfantiy lank and file were 
1283, of which sick 109, about l-12th—both togethei 7227, 
sick, &c 962—latliei moie than l-8th 
At Bombay the King’s mfantiy iank and file weie 3837, of 
which sick, &c 448 not l-8th—the Company’s 754, of which 
sick 65, not 1-1 ltli, both togethei 4591 of which sick, &c 
513, or about l-9th 

Take both establishments together, the total iank and file 
are 11,818, of which sick, &c 1475 oi l-8th. 

It appeals fiom what is dbove stated, that an allowance of 
l-8th foi sick would be sufficient, and the foice required to 
furnish 18,000 effective men, would therefoie be about seven¬ 
teen regiments of 1200 rank and file each, making 20,400, 
deducting l-8th leaves 17,850 or 150shoitof the complement 
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But ns the letuinsfioin Bengal do not specify the sick and 
as they may be moie in piopoition theic, than at the othei 
Piesidencies, m oidei to make an apparently ample allowance 
let the deduction be stated at l-bth In this case, to furnish 
18,000 effectives will lequne IS legnnents of 1200 each, 01 
21,600—deduct l-6tli oi 8600, and we have the exact num- 
bei 18,000 

In the above obseivations youi Loidship will peiceive 
that I have pioceedcd upon the supposition, that your pio- 
position of having, at all times, a foice of 18,000 men foi 
field seivice was nesessuiy foi the secunty of India But 
you have not laid befoie me any detailed data by which to 
judge of this as a nnlitaiy pioposition If I judge fiom past 
experience and some geneial m ixims which I have often heard 
stated on that subject, I should be disposed to doubt, if such 
an extent of Euiopean establishment was necessaiy 

Youi Loidship’s opinion upon this subject seems to lest 
upon two geneial giounds of leasonmg In the fiist place 
you state that oui establishments ought to mciease m pio¬ 
poition to the extent of oui temtoiy, and secondly, that oui 
Euiopean establishment should mciease m piopoition as we 
mciease oui native 

Upon the fiist of those piopositions, I must beg leave to 
pause, and to substitute anothei cnterion as inoie applicable 
to the subject. The cutcuon by which that question ought 
to be decided, is rutliei, by the lelative powei of oui sup¬ 
posed enemies than by oui own extent of temtoiy I am 
perfectly awaie that the internal peace and the security of a 
newly acquired temtoiy may lequire an addition of establish¬ 
ment to a ceitam extent, but if, at the same moment, we 
acquire that terntoiy, we have nai rowed oui foimer fion- 
tiers, and subdued a lestless hostile and enterpusing neigh¬ 
bour it does by no means follow, that oui new temtory 
is to leceive an establishment m piopoition to oui old one 
The application of this pnnciple to our piesent state m 
India is so obvious, I need not consume your time, by an 
illustration of it 

Your second proposition I admit to be true, m so far as to 
agree that there must be a ceitam proportion of European 
force, corresponding to the nurnbei of native troops mam- 
tamed upon the establishment But still the question occuis, 
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-what that piopoition ought to be Some militaiy men have 
stated a fifth of the whole to he sufficient. None with whom 
I have conveised have evei stated moie than a fouith to be 
necessary When your Loidship examines the extent of 
Euiopean establishment as detailed m the oiders, which I 
hope the Couit of Directois will send out without delay, and 
as moi e particularly to be stated m the sequel of tins lettei, 

I believe that youi Lordship will find that the Euiopean 
foice, consisting of aitilleiy, mfantiy, and cavaliy, amounts 
to about a fouith of the whole military establishment, which 
can, with any attention to economy, be maintained in oui 
possessions m India 

Upon the best consideiation, theiefoie, I can give to the 
subject, I do not find myself at liboity, consistently with any 
attention to necessaiy economy, to authonze an establish¬ 
ment of tw r enty-five Euiopean legiments of mfantiy I am 
satisfied that seventeen is adequate to eveiy purpose, even 
with a view to oui subsidiaiy tieaties, unless m one event, 
viz that of a peimanent aiiangement being made with the 
Poituguese for letammg the possession of Goa In that 
event, two moie would be necessaiy, but even m that case 
it would be six shoit of what youi Loidslup pioposes I 
would piopose six King's legiments at Bengal foi the service 
of oui own piovmces and the Yiziei’s country, I would 
piopose six King’s regiments at Madias foi the purposes of 
our foimer temtoiies, togethei with our new acquisitions 
upon the coasts of Canaia and Malabai, and to enable us to 
pei foim oui engagements with the governments of Hydrabad 
and Mysore I would piopose two King’s regiments for the 
protection of Bombay and its dependencies as now regu¬ 
lated 

These upon the whole amount to fourteen regiments, which 
together with one Company’s European infantry regiment 
at each settlement, would make the whole seventeen regi¬ 
ments 

I have deliberated much m my own mind how far it would 
not be expedient to uige the Dnectois at the pi esent mo¬ 
ment to give up totally then Euiopean infantry, and to rest 
the whole of then Euiopean stiength upon their aitillery, 
which I agiee with your Lordship ought to be put upon the 
most respectable footing. I hold a well regulated artillery 
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and a highly disciplined cavaliy to foim oui most solid and 
peimanent pie-eminence foi the pieseivation of oui mihtaiy 
supenonty in India You will observe that I have pioposed 
to get rid of one legiment of Company’s Euiopean infantry, 
m oidel to make good a pait of the expense neccssaiy for 
the aitilleiy If I had been to consult my own judgement 
only, I should have uiged the Couit of Duectois to get nd 
of then whole Euiopean mfantiy with the view of a still 
fuithei immediate addition to then artillery, and I feel my 
leasons foi the measuie to be so foicible, I think I should 
have been successful m peisuadmg the Couit of Directois to 
acquiesce m my judgement, but as it has been stated to me 
fiom quaiteis too lespectable to be lesisted, that it is es¬ 
sential foi pieseivmg the strength and connection of their 
diffeient establishments, that theie should be a piopoition of 
Euiopean infautiy, fiom which then non-commissioned offi- 
ceis must be drafted foi their native tioops, I do not feel 
myself at liberty to be pei tmacious m my own opinion, but 
acquiesce m the piopnety of keeping up and leciuiting, at 
each of the settlements, one Euiopean legiment of infantry, 
undei the immediate authonty of the Company. 

I have anothei objection to the pioposal of sending out 
such a multitude of legiments to India, for if evei any stoim 
should arise in the north of Euiope to thi eaten our Indian 
possessions, or if ever that menace should become moie for¬ 
midable by a union between any gieat Euiopean power and 
the noithern tubes of India, it is not likely such a confede¬ 
racy would be so sudden as not to enable us to take the 
necessaiy piecautions. Against any combination that is not 
of atiemendous size, I hold the proposed establishment per¬ 
fectly adequate to oui secuiity, but if fiom any such causes 
as I have suggested, it should become a necessaiy policy to 
increase our European foice, youi Loidship will agree with 
me in thinking, that it is always a mattei of great impoitance 
to study how far you can add to youi military strength with¬ 
out incieasing the numbei of officeis, which not only from 
the expense of then establishment, but fiom the contingent 
charges attending them, add gieatly m proportion to the 
expense of a military establishment If, theiefoie, at any 
time it should be necessary to add to our European force, it 
should be done, not by additional legiments with additional 
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field officeis, but by additional companies to the 17 I have 
alieady mentioned Two companies to each legiment would 
at once add an Euiopean foice of above 3000 men, and so 
in piopoition Even if foui companies weie m case of ur¬ 
gency to be added, they could on a shoit warning he got 
fiom the aimy at home, and would, when added to the foui- 
teen King’s legiments established foi India, make each le¬ 
giment consist of not moie than two battalions of 800 men 
each 

By adhering to the system I have mentioned, the expense 
and inconvenience of sending new and law legiments would 
be avoided, and the addition made to youi European in¬ 
fancy, when lequned, would have the advantage of being 
engiafted on old disciplined well seasoned legiments 

The same pnnciple ought now to be applied to the other 
paits of the seivice in so fai as tlieie is just giound foi the 
augmentation of any pait of it I entnely agiee with youi 
Loidslnp that the piesent aitilleiy is inadequate to the gieat 
additional seivices now to be peifoimed by that valuable 
coips, and I likewise agiee with you in thinking, that the 
gieat extension of temtoiy and the fulfilment of the subsi- 
diaiy treaties must rendei an addition to oui cavalry strength 
absolutely nece^saiy But m both those cases, it does not 
appeal to me that tlieie is at piesent any occasion eithei for 
new battalions of aitilleiy oi foi those additional legiments 
of Euiopean cavaliy which youi Loidsliip's lettei suggests 
The Couit of Dneclois, I make no doubt, will approve as a 
tempoiaiy expedient, under a piessmg exigency, of the mea- 
suie you have ievolved to adopt of completing your aitilleiy 
establishments by diafts fiom then Euiopean infantry , but 
besides completing that corps up to its foimer establishment, 
it is necessaiy to mike an addition to it, and for the piesent 
this should be done by adding two companies to each bat¬ 
talion, and each company to have an additional Lieut -Fire- 
woi kei, and ten additional matrosses. 

With legard to the cavalry, tlieie are at present foui Eu¬ 
ropean legiments, and m place of adding to the numbei of 
tlu legiments, the addition should be made to the strength 
of the existing legiments This can be speedily and effec¬ 
tually done by adding two companies and twenty men to 
each regiment, wheieby a very considerable addition of 
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stiength would be obtained at amodeiate expense of officers, 
namely, one field officei, and the ofliceis necessaiy foi the 
additional companies, wheieas by additional legiments the 
expense is enhanced beyond all necessity by an addition of 
no less than five field ofliceis, besides all the otheis of m- 
fenoi lank 

This reasoning equally applies to the native cavaliy By 
adding two ti oops to each regiment, you will m like mannei, 
at a model ate expense, compaiatively speaking, make an 
addition to youi cavaliy stiength both at Bengal and Madias 
of not less than twelve tioops at each 

Upon the punciples I have detailed, I have lesolved to 
lecommend to the Couit of Duectois a levision of their esta¬ 
blishments, making evciy economical 1 eduction wheie circum¬ 
stances will admit of it, and at the same time, making such 
additions to some blanches of then service as necessity dic¬ 
tates , but even m those additions consulting economy m every 
instance and adopting that mode, which gives the additional 
stiength at the least possible expense 

In the detail I have given, it will not escape your obseiva- 
tion, that I have taken no notice of Ceylon It is because I 
have formed a decided opinion that the piotection of that 
island cannot be left as a buithen upon the levenues of India. 
Indeed, at present those levenues cannot afford it. But in¬ 
dependent of that consideiation, I am fully satisfied that the 
measuie of connecting the administration of that Island with 
the governments of India was piematurely and inadvertently 
adopted The possession of Ceylon, I conceive to be of the 
last importance to the peimanent secunty of India, but the 
principles by which it is to be governed, and the establish¬ 
ments by which its affairs aie to be administered, cannot he 
formed upon the model of our Indian establishments The 
European part must be very limited in point of numbei, and 
their establishments such as they may he settled, must be 
upon a scale of expense and allowances, fai mfenor to the 
establishments upon the Continent of India I wish not to 
dwell upon the mischief which has alieady happened fiom 
blending the seivice of Ceylon with that of Madias. There 
may certainly be some exceptions to the obseivation, but as 
a general proposition, I am fully satisfied upon a minute ex¬ 
amination of the subject for some months past, that as on the 
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one hand it would be unwise and inexpedient to admit only 
the lefuse of the Indian seivants to the chaige of affans at 
Ceylon, so on the other hand, it would be umeasonable to 
expect that the seivants upon the Indian establishment of 
supenoi talents would be induced to come to Ceylon with the 
very limited piospects, which the seivice there would afford 
to them 

Foi these and various othei consideiations, unnecessaiy 
foi the piesent puipose to be detailed, I shall submit to his 
Majesty my opinion, that Ceylon be lestoied to the state of a 
royal government, and adnunisteied upon the same punciples 
as the government of the Cape is now conducted 

In the peiusal of youi Loidship’s lettei 1 have not been 
inattentive to what you state as to the deficiencies m the pie- 
sent establishment of out Euiopean foice, and the inade¬ 
quacy of the supply of leciuits which latteily have been sent 
to India, and youi observation is true in point of fact, that 
since the late war in Mysoie, no augmentation of oui Euro¬ 
pean force has taken place; but youi Loidship will lecollect 
that, on the first suspicion which aiose in my mind of the 
piobabihty of a wai m India, I sent neai 5000 of the flower 
of the British army to the assistance of oui Indian establish¬ 
ments, and that valuable foice aruved m due time to perform 
most impoitant seivice And this veiy cucumstance will fully 
account to your Loidship why theie has been such a scanty 
supply of lecruits fiom that penod to the piesent. The de¬ 
fence of India was to the greatest degree piessmg, and theie- 
foie the force I have lefened to, was sent there m prefeience 
of eveiy othei seivice But youi Loidship knows enough of 
the state of Euiope at that time and evei since, and likewise 
of the state of Ii eland and oui extended distant possessions, 
not to be aware how sensibly eveiy other piessing seivice was 
affected by that great i einforcement sent to India, and there¬ 
fore, when the immediate danger of India was at an end, and 
its safety ensured by the brilliant issue of the contest, it was 
natural and wise to appiopnate all the leciuits we could col¬ 
lect to supply the deficiencies m other quarteis. I have only 
fuitliei to observe, that this inconvenience would not have 
been lemedied if there had existed in India an establishment 
consisting of the number of regiments which your Lordship’s 
letter suggests. The number of lecruits for the service of 
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India could not have been laiger than it was, and the only 
consequence would have been an immense additional expense 
without any additional stiength I have had a full commu¬ 
nication with the Commander-in-Chief upon the subject, and 
I tiust effectual means will be conceited foi maintaining 
complete the Euiopean establishments to the amount I have 
mentioned m this letter, and which will be moie accuiately 
detailed m the official oideis which will be sent without delay 
fiom the War Office and from the Cornt of Dnectois. 

It only remains foi me to adveit to the concluding pait of 
youi Lordship’s lettei I nevei befoie heaid of the defec¬ 
tive state of the foundery at Foit William, which your Loid- 
ship descubes as no longei able to supply the oidnance re¬ 
quited foi the use of Bengal and the other Presidencies. 
Youi Loidslnp may lest assuicd I shall, without delay, call 
the attention of the Couit of Directors to the subject, and 
an immediate and radical cure must be administeied to so 
senous an evil 

As youi Lordship’s letter was confined to the subject of 
military establishments, my leply is of couise confined to the 
same topics But I am sure when youi Loidship adverts to 
the foundation of a deep-rooted anxiety, which I entertain 
upon one blanch of our expendituie, you will so fai concur 
with me m that feeling as to extend the same principles to 
every othei species of expendituie I am well awaie that 
valuable improvements may still be made upon many of oui 
Indian concerns, and I know that many of those improve¬ 
ments will likewise lead to expense. I am likewise awaie 
that it is natural for men of ardent minds to wish the rapid 
execution of impro\ements which they leckon to be valuable 
and important, but m the present state of our finances, I have 
no hesitation in being of opinion that we had better foi some 
time remain stationary and postpone foi a while even desira¬ 
ble improvements, if they are to lead to immediate expense. 
In short, my present creed with legald to India is, that no¬ 
thing new is to be attempted without weighmg well every 
rupee it will cost 

I have troubled your Lordship with a long lettei, but 
when you consider the importance and extent of the subject 
X have been under the necessity of discussing, your Loi dship 
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will be satisfied that I could scaicely compiess the subject 
within a nanowei compass 

I have the lionoui to be, 
my deal Loid, 

youi most obedient humble seivant, 

Henry Dundas 


No II 

Copy of a pi mate Papei wntten by General Stuart pnor to Jm leaving 

India in January 1800, and 'submitted to the Right Honouiable Hemy 

Dundas, on Jm anwal in England, in July in that ytai 

Thcie aie some irapoitant circumstances respecting Bombay and tins 
bide of India, which aie neither uudeistood in England, noi in this 
country 

As it is of consequence to the welfaic of the Bntish possessions in this 
pait of the world, and of infinite moment to the inteiests of a large body 
of men, I would communicate although in e\ei so hasty a maniiei, the 
opinions which I have been led to toim on this subject, connecting them 
with some more general observations on the state of oui relations with 
India It seems to be too much the practice to neglect the western parts 
of India, and to value nothing but the fertile fields of Bengal, while 
in point of real riches, I am not sure but we excel them We have a 
vanety of articles fit for commerce, and we occupy a soil fit for every 
production 

It maybe doubted whether the revenue derived m cash from the ground 
in this country, is in anv degree less hurtful in its effects with regard to 
us, than so much money dug from a mine It ib true, that it enables us 
to pay our troops, and keep up a formidable appearance, but without 
some other principle of vigour, this kind of wealth would lead to poverty 
and indolence, as has happened to the Spamaids iu America, and to the 
Dutch in Asia The tiue utility of our establishments m India arises fiom 
the commerce they pioduce, the sailors they maintain, the numbers of 
people to whom they afford food or laboui, the commodities by this 
means exported, or impoitcd, with the industiy and the spirit of adven¬ 
ture thence created 

Commercial pursuits first made us visit India, but a scene of brilliant 
exploits, little connected with commerce, led to the establishment of an 
extensive empire, which must now be suppoited by a just combination of 
militaiy strength, with objects relating to trade Hence the encourage¬ 
ment of military and commercial exeition, is the chief object of national 
concern By this means we have acquired, and by these means we must 
maintain our dominion over this country 

Whether or not we do wisely, in extending our possessions to the inte¬ 
rior parts of India, fuither than we have aheady done, is a question of 
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great political consuleiation It is (liflicult to reaibt the temptation and 
allurements of conqucBt Nations and individuals aie alike insatiable in 
then desnes, and it ib laielv, that eitliei know the temperate medium 
which should bound their acquisitions Prudent men, and those who 
have been accustomed to examine on the spot the state of India, and the 
natuie of oui connection with it, would latliei sec us in possession of the 
coasts, which woiild secure to us eveiy where the coinmeice, and which 
would alwavs be accessible to oui ilcetB We must at all times suppoit a 
vast establishment to lesist, or keep in awe the gieat Indian foreign 
poweib , but this will be moie foumduble by being conceutiated, than by 
an excessive extension ot teintorv, winch is inoielikely to produce weak¬ 
ness, ftom the necessity in that situation of scatteung and dispersing our 
forces 

The expense of the ai lines can as well be maintained by terntones neai 
the sea, as by those moie inaccessible and distant Then efficiency can 
be much bettci suppoitud, as when close to the shore their wants can be 
moie easily supplied, and the connection with the patent state kept alive, 
an object which distmce and time aie apt to diminish, and which should 
therelore never he lost Bight ot Fiom the gieat supenouty which we 
possess m comage aud science, our dangei fiom the nations of India, 
will nevei probably be veiy imminent They have been fiom the lemotest 
tunes succ essiv cly reduced by men of colder regions, pai taking of a fiercer 
and moie haidy tempeiamcnt In the beginning exposed to the alternate 
ravages or conquest of the nations ot the Caspian Tartary, andPeisia, 
they weie only at inteivals relieved by the vast distance vvlueh separated 
them from these hordes, and which put a stop for a time to then incur¬ 
sions It is now upwards of forty yeais since India was visited by these 
barbarians and they aie at present supplanted by the English The 
facility afforded of reaching this countiy by ships, and the great ease of 
transporting men and stores, have obtained us this superiority An atten¬ 
tion to the same means may no doubt long maintain us in this advantage, 
but an advcitency to the formei periods of history, and in pailicular the 
recent attempts of Zemaun Shah to march by land to India, ought t<fcj 
caution us to kcep-a watchful eye on this quarter, and not to conclude 
the danger to he over, because its effects have not been lately felt 

The route by which Alexander, and othei conquerors armed in India, 
is still open, and the people whose ancestois composed their armies, pos¬ 
sess at this moment peiliaps an equal degiee ot courage and adventuie as 
then forefathers They require but an ambitious or enterpnzing leader, 
to pour forth their uncivilized bauds, and to overspi end like a torrent, the 
fertile fields of Hindostan, which, aided by the lemembrance of the ex¬ 
ploits of their predecessors, holds out a perpetual object of temptation 

But it is easier to iesiBt the unregulated efforts of barbarians, than the 
constant and systematic attempts of European nations The superiority 
which has always attended the people in possession of the commerce, or 
power of this part of Asia, must ever excite jealousy and raise up oppo¬ 
nents The present interest, the ancient nvalship, and the fixed ambition 
of the French nation, will perpetually incite them to drive us fiom this 
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country Undei whatever government they may full, and whatevei dimi¬ 
nution then powei may sustain m the issue of this viai, the pnnuple will 
be pursued with the same vigoui, and the lust moment ol piospcnty, 01 
of oppoitunity, will be seized to establish themselves in India, or to expel 
us fiom it The first step indeed, will have in view the last 

To effectuate either of these objects, no lesourtcs of genius, polity, or 
activity will be wanting It is on a return of peace piobuhlv, that we 
shall have to combat the practice of every ai t, which will, m spite of con¬ 
ventions, or treaties, and in defiance of then import, be rcsoited to by 
this enterprizing and unprincipled lival, to obtain a footing m India 

To accomplish this design, the French have in then power other advan¬ 
tages, of which they will not fail to avail themselves The possession of 
the Mauntius affords them a safe harboui, a situation wlieie they may 
concert their plans in secret, and containing a population that would 
contribute a considerable numbci of soldieis and sailois towards their 
success The French at these Islands possess a colony within the tiopics 
of white men, as active and aident as the motliei conntiy They are the 
only European nation in possession of this advantage, foi the English 
colony of St Helena is too weak to be any assistance, and it is yet to be 
seen whether the colonists at the Cape, who fiom then situation are able 
to give great suppoit to our Indian empire, are moic disposed to obstruct 
than promote the views of Goveinment 

It is not perhaps so much to be imputed, as matlci of blame to us, as 
to the natuial consequence of superiority under the most cncumspect 
behaviour, that the Ficnch chaiactei is moic populai in India than ouis 
This is however very true, and individuals of that nation aie always sure 
of a more favourable leception from the Native Princes This predilec¬ 
tion affords them an oppoitunity of introducing themselves at the punci- 
pal durbars, wlieie many of them have acquned gicat influence, dnd nscn 
to the first offices of the Btate It was chiefly by the degiec of peisonal 
esteem and favour that they obtained such weight and power at the court 
of the Nizam It was by the instiument of force, and the agency of fear, 
that we succeeded in expelling them from Hydeiabad The imbecility of 
the Nizam’s government, and the need he was in of our protection against 
Tippoo, made him consent to a measure which otherwise it wob his inter¬ 
est and inclination to oppose 

The Mahrattas more independent and with great prejudices, have not 
yet given themselves up to either nation It cannot howevei he doubted, 
hut that they are secretly disposed to the French, and will, whenever 
occasion may offer, assist their schemes of commerce, or aggrandizement 
in opposition to us 

In finishing this cursory and imperfect view of the danger to which our 
possessions in this country stand exposed, as I am of opinion that the 
greatest peril to them will proceed from the attempts of the French , I 
would according to that view regulate the distubution of the forces, and 
the choice of our positions When we retire into the inland parts of 
India to collect the revenue of the ground, we are forgetful of our real 
welfare, our real strength, and the origin of both m this country The 
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natives of India aie ignorant of tlie value of the sea , trade is not their 
object, they neither know its impoitance, nor its pnnciples They would 
willingly iclmquish a temtmv boi deling on the sea, foi one in an inland 
situation, which should pioduce a few moie mpees pei annum They 
nevei would allow the vast benefits that might arise flora the ocean, the 
souice of all oui greatness, to enter into their calculation It this obser¬ 
vation is a just one, it letailts from it, that without much difficulty we 
could secure to ourselves by exchange, every part of the coasts of India 
The wealth and power of the in tenor states would then be equally at our 
disposal 

The late wai with Tippoo Sultaun lias shewn us pietty nearly what an 
Indian enemy can do, and that we have not much to feai from them alone 
It cannot be too often repeated, that our danger will anse from a foieign 
enemy, who could secure alliances m this country This ought to be 
the gicat object of oui attention, as it ib the true souice of any appre¬ 
hension 

The best way of considenng this cncumstance, is to take an impartial 
view of our situation in this countiy, and examine where we are suffi¬ 
ciently secure, or where we are defective in stiength 

We aie in the fust plncc m possession of the sea coasts of Ceylon, and 
may he considered as the soveicigns of the whole Island This is a pos¬ 
session of the gieatest importance to the defence of all oui Indian domi¬ 
nions, and in the hands of an active nation, would soon he turned into 
the most dangerous mstiumcnt of powci against us If the Island should 
he continued to us at a peace, it ought to be more strongly foitified, and 
defended by a large body of Euiopeans 

At picsent being m possession of the sea coasts of Ceylon, we have all 
thcstieiigth theie than can be rcqun ed fiom situation, more especially 
as there can lie little dangei from the native Pnnce of the Island 

The Bengal provinces appear very safe from an external enemy coming 
by sea to that side of India The nver is a dangerous one, of itself form¬ 
ing a strong defence, and we are m possession of nearly the whole of the 
coast towards Madras The part that does not belong to us is savage and 
fruitless, and would never be thought of as the direction of entrance or 
attack from without We have besides a large army m that valuable 
country, and Fort William, a very strong fortress, must in the first place 
fall before any invading enemy from the sea could make much progress 
against us in Bengal 'ihe most immediate danger to these provinces will 
probably proceed from Zemaun Shah, or some of the northern states in 
conjunction with the Seykes and Mahrattas As these nations are all 
ignorant of the art of sieges, the mtenor frontiers of Bengal ought to bo 
strongly secured by fortifications, winch would form insurmountable bar¬ 
riers to such enemies and this is one of the few situations where the 
constiuction of forts appeals advisable in Iudia, or where it is necessary 
to keep up a large body of foreps inland The difficulty that an European 
enemy would have m reaching Bengal, eithei by land or sea, and of estab¬ 
lishing themselves afterwards, seems fortunately to secure it for a long 
time from any attempt of the kind Neither have any of the European 
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nations a sufficient footing there to begin upon, and no shall no doubt 
prevent then forming eniroailnnentt. oil our temtoiies, for eveiy step they 
advance must be a diminution of oui powei 
Fioin Madras to the southernmost point of the Peninsula, the whole of 
the sea coast is in oui possession It is guarded by a powei ful army, 
which if collected, would always overcome any foice which could arnve 
there by sea, as there is no countiy powei here that could lend matenol 
assistance to an enemy The Nizam and the Mahrattas are too remote, 
and the foimei is besides watched by a large body of English troops quai- 
tered at his capital, who will be able to check the fiibt symptoms ot disaf¬ 
fection Nor can the French have a direct communication with either of 
these states by sea from this quarter 
The coast is liowevei open to invasion fioin the ocean, and there should 
constantly be a gieat aimy on foot m tbe Carnatic It may tlieicfore lie 
doubted whether we have added to our secuuty by fixmg so large a pait 
of the foices m Mysore, wlieie they aie at such a distance fiom the object 
of attack The three Piesidencies foim the basis of oui powei in India, 
and an enemy landing on tbe coast of Coromandel would maicli directly 
to Madras, it lie was not pi evented by a supenor army I be best pait of 
a month would be consumed before the troops could collect and move to 
its succour fiom Mysore What may not an enemy do in this time ? It 
may also be asked what imminent daugei threatens Mysore, oi what par¬ 
ticular inteiest have we theLe that requnes a huge force to lie maintained 
in that country 5 *—We must first fight on the sea coast foi our empne in 
India, when defeated tlieie, it may be ncccssmy to letire to the intend 
holds, and all that should be done in this case is to secure the means of 
retreat But when separated h om the 3ea and obliged to seek foi an in¬ 
land posture of defence, our affairs must be m a despeiate state 

Although the Carnatic is evuy wlieie open to attuck from the sea, this 
is certainly not the point wheie an Euiopean enemy will choose to invade 
India, noi even look for a commeicial establishment Both these objects 
will be sought for, I apprehend, on the western shores of the Peninsula, 
and it is now necessary to turn oui attention to them 
Since the acquisition ot Kanaru, we may be consideied as possessing the 
coast on this aide from Cape Coinonn to Goa, foi it is needless to except 
the country of Travancoie, and we may even include Goa while wp have 
so large a body of troopB there By these late arrangements we have ac¬ 
quired an additional degree of safety in this quarter But fiom the Cai war 
to the mouths of the Indus northward, the sea coast, with a few excep¬ 
tions, is in the possession of the Mahrattas, the most foimidable power of 
Hindobtan The intei mediate, that aie not m this situation, aie the island 
of Bombay, Salsett, Cananjah, Demaun, Diu, the small settlement of 
Bancoote, and the City of Surat, the whole belonging cither to the Euglish 
or Portuguese 

The long tract of coast subject to the Mahrattas abounds with harbours 
where an enemy could easily land, and where in a fertile country he would 
fiud himself amply supplied with all lie could want for nourishment or 
wai. This is not the place to enquue into the causes that have kept Euro- 
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peans from acquiring settlements in this rich conntiy, but os this only 
depends on their forbearance, it may be safely predicted that these valu¬ 
able and defenceless possessions will not leinain much longei neglected 
If n French force weic to land in the Conhaw 01 Guzerat with the good¬ 
will of the Mahi.ittas, ihcv surclv would not be less formidable than if 
they wete set down at the gates Qf Fort William On the contraiy, they 
would be more foumdahle, for the} would have leisure to secure whatever 
they had not time to bung with them, and to be p>incd by bodies of their 
friends Such a combination is fai tiom being impiobnble The sloim 
would fall on Bengal a little latei, hut not with less violence 
If they should land without the tonsent of the Mnhrattas, thev nnglit 
effect an establishment m Gureint in spite of then opposition, noi would 
it be difficult to reconcile them to n mcasuie which would seive as a 
counterpoise to us Before the 1 eduction of Sermgapatam, had the Fiencli 
succeeded m reaching this country, they would have landed in Tippoo’a 
states or at Goa, winch is m then neighbourhood, and which they looked 
ou os an easy conquest 

The political change since that event will induce them to seek the same 
support from the only lemaimng independent powei, the Malirattas, whom 
they will conclude from that leason to be in a nntuisl state ot opposition 
to us 

From this uicumstniuc uni otheis which 1 have pointed out, the French 
will still be led to direct them designs on India to the western pait of the 
Peninsula, where they can nlonc hope foi dn ally, and wheie an extensive 
region of feitile country lies open to their enterprise 
There is no individual, 1 believe, of any obseivation on tins side of India, 
who does not look with the same apprehension at its defenceless state 
Notwithstanding eveny provision that lias been made in the powei of 
the Bomlmy goveinmeut, it a hotly of French troops weie to laud at Surat, 
it must instantly fall into their hands, and la}mg aside all consideration 
for the misfortunes of 2 oi 300,000 inhabitants which it contains, or the 
disgrace which would attend its loss to us, it is evident what rebornces of 
all kinds such a utv and sucli a country would afford It would open an 
immediate means of communication with the Mahiattas, and lay the foun¬ 
dation of a connection that might annihilate our commcice and our Conse¬ 
quence in this pat t of the world 

The forts of Dm and Detnaun belonging to the Poituguese are in tins 
ncighbouihood They are both natuially strong, and they are well fortified 
but weakly garrisoned These places would almost fall without lesistance 
into the hands of an cnemv, and he would thus find himself m possession 
of forts, than which we have perhaps nothing supeiior, and lequinng only 
men to defend them He would obtain this footing m a feitile, and pio- 
bably too a friendly countiy That ibis is not a needless cause of feai, I 
beg to call to remembrance that the French actually made an attack within 
these few years post on Dtu, but fortunately with a veiy insufficient 
force 

While Tippoo’s government existed, and. he was holding out offers to 
the French, it is pretty certain, that if they had been able to come ta 
vol v. in 
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India, they would have endeavouied to get possession of Goa, or to land 
thciealiouts 

The situation of all things is changed The only powci to which that 
nation can now look is the Mahrattas, and the place of attack, especially 
since w r e have secured Goa by our hoops, will most probably be tiaus- 
ferred to somepaitof the coast, to the noithward of Bombay Here 
besides easiness of conquest, they would find wealth and every thing ne¬ 
cessary to support wai 

We should on all these accounts stiengthen ourselves not only at Bom¬ 
bay, the coast of Malabai and Suiat, but endeavour to procure a part 01 
the whole of Guzcrat, winch would give us a sufficient influence from 
Cape Comorin to the mouths of the Indus The possession of the Guzei at 
would be attended with militaiy and commeicial advantages of the firBt 
importance It is a small countiy, but it is the richest in India From 
it almost all the cotton is brought which is expoited from Bomba) to 
China and Euiope The produce of sales at Canton in this ai tide of the 
piivate tiade alone, amounts to neaily a million a year This selves to 
pay for the Company’s investments, and makes an annual return of so 
much property to the mother countiy the moie valuable, os it is the 
entire fruit of industry The lauded revenues of Gu/erat are also very 
considerable, and from its peculiar geogiaphy, it could be defended by 
a small number of troops 

When Mr Hastings ceded Bioacli and Bassein to the Mahrattas, he 
certainly diminished the resources of Bombay, whether for its own de¬ 
fence, or the assistance it might afifoid the Company’s finances 

The possession of Guzcrat would give us a new bulwark against 
Zeinaun Shall, whose possessions extend to the banks of the Indus It 
would secure to us the best manufacture ot piece goods, and the com¬ 
mand of the cotton market, the most valuable staple of India 

Another evident advantage besides immcdiute security would arise from 
our possessing this line of coast From its different ports all the pirates 
that infest this part of India aie known to issue It is our duty to pro¬ 
tect the fair trader who daily suffers by those lobbers but putting this 
out of the question, the import trade from Europe can never be consi¬ 
derable while they are allowed to exist 1 Ins trade is carried on by boats 
or small vessels, who distnbute to the diffeient porta whatever production 
or manufacture of Europe js required for the internal consumption of 
India The facility of entering rivers and shoal water, the want too of 
capital, with the necessity of retailing the goods at many diffeient places, 
confining these vessels to a small size, they are thereby rendered an easy 
and constant object of piratical depiedation. 

What kind of gain will make up for such a mk ? The Company have 
desired to know why their exports of woollens have ceased to some ports ? 
Ibis is the solution of the question The demand is not sufficient at 
one place for the caigoes of large ships that could protect themselves, 
and the smallei Udft, that could distnbute to a gieat amount, dare no 
longer venture to trade The marine are quite incapable of affording 
the necessary degree of protection, nor does there appear any other way 
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than by possessing the coast, and subduing the strong holds of the 
pirates 

But, it will be asked, shall we go to war without a shew of justice, in 
order to accomplish all those desirable changes 7 

With 1 aspect to the pnates, this question is easily answered, as we aie 
in fact m a state of hostility with them, aud we aie justly charged with 
imbecility for not eie now crushing the nests of so many robbers 

In regard to any news on the Guzerat, these will demand a more sen* 
oua consideration , and we should not ceitainly go to war when that can 
be avoided Something may be amicably settled by exchanging with the 
Muhrattas oui inland territory, for what would be more for our advantage 
in all respeetb, aud more acceptable to them But this question of war 
will soon resolve itself It may be considered as a thing ceitain that the 
tune is not fai distant when the avarice or ambition of some European 
state will lead them to form establishments m Guzerat The bad govern¬ 
ment of the Mahrattas, the well-known wealth of the country, and the 
vast commercial advantages which it holds out, are temptations too 
powerful to be long resisted The question then really is, whether we 
shall be the first to possess ouiselves of these advantages, or wait until 
we have to dispute them with others ? 

To these arguments we may add, that the strongest political motives 
pi ess us to secure the sea-coast of India, as the only effectual method of 
excluding Europeans from this country, and of preventing them dis¬ 
turbing its peace, either by their intrigues oi their arms 

No native state can ever be very formidable without the assistance of 
an European ally, and there 16 but little reason of apprehension from 
their aggrandizement by an extension of territory, so long as that is con¬ 
fined to the inland countries. 

A much greater intercourse seems to have formerly subsisted between 
the western poits of India and Persia than at present A great quantity 
of English goods, paiticularly woollens, found their way into that coun¬ 
try Wo obtained in return silks and silver This formed a considerable 
branch of commerce, which may be again revived, but which has long 
since had but a nominal existence 

In a political light our intercourse with Persia deserves attention, for it 
is in the powci of the sovereigns of that country to repress or assist the 
hosts of barbarians ready at all times to precipitate themselves on India 
as on a certain prey 

Bombay is our natural emporium with Persia, as well as the Red Sea, 
which has acquired a new degree of political impoitance since the at¬ 
tempt of the French to reach India from Egypt Whatever may be the 
present Buccess of this attempt, it becomes incumbent on us to watch 
henceforward this avenue to India The design is in itself prat ticable, 
and would most likely have succeeded, had the Turks either been in alli¬ 
ance with the French, or had the enemy pushed on, immediately after he 
reached Cairo 

However this may be, if we mean to secure ourselves in India, the eva¬ 
cuation of Egypt will be made the first condition of peace 
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The trade to the Red Sea also seems capable of improvement, and may 
piobahlv defray the expense of the establishments, which it may be found 
nccessaiy to maintain in that quaitci Piece goods and giaininaybe 
made baiter foi any quantity of coffee The foimei and coarse woollens 
aie in demand in Abyssinia 

The East India Company once earned on a consumable commeice with 
Japan They lost this advantage by the ill-]iulgcd conduct of the Portu¬ 
guese, and have been pi evented legainingit by the mtugues of the Dutch 
It is a censuie on us that they have alone foi such a pcnod enjoyed the 
piofits of this trade, and aiepioacli on the cominmeial spmt of the na¬ 
tion, that we have made no attempt to lecovei our toimei footing in 
Japan The promotion of science should have been a sufficient incite¬ 
ment to the enterpnze The piescnt low state of the Dutch nation would 
be favouiable to this effort Furs, cotton, piece goods and woollens may 
be imported into that countiy The ictuins would be chiefly in gold and 
copper 


J Stuart 
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No. IV 

Chief Justice Sv John Ansti uthei'i Obsei rations on the Government of the 
Bntish Possessions in India 

Calcutta, September 30, 1799 

Whoever has in the Blighcst degree consulted the situation of the do¬ 
minions of the East India Company, must be satisfied that the form of 
government, and the degree of pre-eminence and control which one set¬ 
tlement has ovei another, has ansen more from accidental circumstances 
than fiom any formed oi settled plan of colonial or piovincial policy 
Indeed it is fortunate upon the whole that it has been so because the 
events which have led to our piesent power, have been so various and 
wonderful that no plan of human policy, although fiained with the great¬ 
est wisdom, oi pknned with the utmost foresight, could have cither 
adapted itself or have been adapted to the varying scenes which have led 
to the piesent astonishing heighth ot the Butish povi er in India. 

In the more early penod of our Indian history a manifest preference 
was given to the coasts of Malabar The eyes of the nation were turned 
to the seat of the Portuguese power, and the possession of Bombay with 
its port and island in sovereignty gave us a footing upon that coast, which 
We had in no other part of India The subsequent possession of Madras, 
its being the scene of the operations and the seat of the power of our 
enemies in war, and our rivals in peace, and the footing we there acquired, 
raised that settlement into public view The wars of Dupleix and Lolly, 
the victories of Laurence and his associates, the power and influence 
acquired in consequence of them, the wealth of the place, the decisive 
lead we assumed in the affairs of the Carnatic, soon gave to Madras a 
leading importance among the British settlements m the East Nor was 
it till the solid and permanent effects which resulted from the victories of 
Clive, Adams and Munro, were felt and experienced, that the settlement 
at Calcutta assumed the pre-eminence it now enjoys, but which its power, 
its revenues and resources, mil always enable it to maintain Still how¬ 
ever, although the different settlements at times assumed different degrees 
of importance in the public eye, they were independent upon each other, 
aB they grew out of commei cial establishments totally unconnected, so 
they continued when they became almost kingdoms 
The first attempt to remedy thiB disconnected state of the Bntish settle¬ 
ments in India was m the year 1773 It was felt to be a strange thing 
that a Governor of Madras or Bombay, might involve the nation in a war, 
might entangle it in contradictoiy engagements with country powers, 
might involve it in negotiations conducted upon different principles with¬ 
out any power existing in India which could prevent the evil 
It was far from being even improbable, that at Bengal a treaty might have 
been negotiated of defensive alliance with a power against whom the 
Bombay government had contracted an offensive alliance with a hostile 
neighbour This evil was remedied in some degree by the Act of 1773-4, 
commonly called the Regulating Act, by which the external relations of 
the Company's settlements were m some degree placed under the control 
of the Bengal govei nment, by that Act it was provided, that the govern- 
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ments of Madras and Bombay should make no order foi commencing 
hostilities, 01 declaring or making war against any Indian Pnncc, or ne¬ 
gotiate or conclude any treaty without the previous appiohation of the 
Government-General, except in cases wheie dangei aiose fiom delay, or 
where the Court of Directois had given dnections upon the subject under 
the penalty of being liable to he suspended from their offices 
It ivas not very difficult to foresee that so very limited a contiol could 
pioduce little effect, and although the different Presidencies weie duected 
to transmit accounts of all their proceedings to the Government-General 
vet except in the points stated they had no 1 lglit to interfei c 1 he conduct 
of any particular settlement might be diametiically opposite to every view 
which the Government-Gencial had ot the public interest It might either 
be such as would eventually involve the country m war, or render it incapa¬ 
ble of defence it war was undertaken without any legal authontv existing 
in India to prevent the evil. The whole settlement might be involved in 
domestic discord and almost intestine war, while the enemy was at the 
gates, and the Government-Geneial a tame spectator of the confusion 
Those who have looked at the transactions which led to the first and 
second Maliratta war, who have viewed the dispute of Lord Pigot and 
Loid Macaitney, with their councils and their Generals, will require no 
further proof of what I have stated By the 24 Geo III the powers of 
control were can led somewhat further, and were declared to extend to all 
such points as related to any transactions with the country powers, to war 
or peace, or to the application of the revenues or forces of the different 
settlements in time of war, and to such points as should he specially re¬ 
ferred to them by the Court of Directois This in truth, although from 
the terms in which it is worded might prevent some disputes, yet reme¬ 
died few of the evils before existing, and gave very little unity or solidity 
to the powers of the diffeient Presidencies 
The power of control of the Government-General were no othenvays 
altered by the 26th Geo III c 16 than by vesting the power m the Go¬ 
vernor-General to act from himself without the concurrence of his 
Council, a measure declared to be for the purpose, and which certainly 
has had the effect of giving energy, vigour, and despatch to the measures 
of executive government 

The act of 1793 extended the power of control still farther by re¬ 
enacting the former power of control, and at the same time extending 
them to the collection as well as the application of the revenues, and 
extending the control both over the revenues and forces generally to all 
times, whereas by the former act it was confined to times of war It 
further gave powers of control over all the civil and military governments 
of the respective Presidencies It farther directed obedience in the first 
instance to all orders, whether any rule existed or not, whether they weie 
within the powers of the Government-General or not 
This act farther piovides that the Governor-General may visit the othpr 
Presidencies That during his stay the powers of the governor of the 
place shall be suspended, and the governor placed in the situation of one 
of the council, and while the Governor-General remains, all the powers of 
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the government general are iransfeired to the Resiliency wheie lie is It 
givcB the powei of appointing a Vice-Fi esident foi the government of 
Bengal dumig lus absence, but fiom an attentive consuleuition ot the 
sections 50 and 53 of the Alt of 1793,1 am ot opinion that such Vice-Pre¬ 
sident has no powei to act without the concuirence of his Council, 
although from some expressions in the Act I incline to tlunk that tlu 
legislatuie intended he should have such powei Such being the powcia 
ot control and duection which have been extended as occasion lequued 
the question which now piesents itself is 
In the present circumstances, aftei the unlooked for and woudciful ex¬ 
tension of the British power m the Deccan, aic these powei s bufhcient to 
give vigoui, energy, and despatch to the executive government 7 
Ought the three Presidencies to lemain upon their picscnt footing, or 
ought the Bntish powei to be concentiated and have more unity given to 
it than it at present possesses 7 Should Madras and Bombay maintain 
their relative situations as at piesent, or how is the distribution of powei 
and temtoiy to be made between them 7 
I shall fiiat considei the last ot these propositions aud then consider 
whethei the piesent state of oui power m India does not requite some 
alteration in ordet to give it unity and vigour 

Our possessions upon the Malabar coast were small and unimportant till 
after the first Mysore war The peace of Seiingapatam gave us eonsidci- 
able possessions theie, which were naturally placed under the Bombay 
government It was the only one which could affoid them aid aud pro¬ 
tection It is true Bombay was at a distance, and foi several months in 
the year all communication was cut off, but still it was nearer than Ma¬ 
dras, and the force which the Bombay government had to dispose of was 
not only well disposed of upon the Malabai coast, but was so vei y con¬ 
sistently with the principles which had led the government at home to 
place so large a militaiy foice under a government whose teintonal pos¬ 
sessions were so ummpoitant 

The situation and power of Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions gave him the 
ability to attack the narrow slip of coast which we and our ally the Nabob 
of the Carnatic possess upon the coast of Coromandel at lus pleasure, but 
the situation of his dominions also rendeied him liable to an attack upon 
the Malabar side He could not pom his whole foicc into the Carnatic 
without exposing his own dominions to attack fi om Bombay, he could 
not resist such attack without dividing his force and rendering himself less 
able to cope with the Madias aimy 

The policy theiefore of a large military force stationed somewhere upon 
the Malabai coast was obvious, Bombay was its natural position, both 
fiom its being a gieat seat of commerce, and its being a naval arsenal 
When temtory was acquired upon the Malabar coast, it was the natural 
theatie upon which the forces at Bombay were to act, and it was accord¬ 
ingly occupied by them 

'I he situation of Poonuli and the Maliratta government, which could 
only be in case of necessity successfully attacked from Bombay or the 
upper piovinces of Bengal, foimed another stiong reason foi stationing 
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eucli a force at Bombay m order to keep the forces of the Makratta em¬ 
pire in check 

Iiad it not been for these powerful military and political reasons, the 
measuie of stationing a veiy laige and expensive force in a settlement un¬ 
able to support it was (consideied in itself) a bad one It opeiatcd as a 
great di am upon Bengal 

Large sums of money spent by an army m a country being mostly spent 
m at tides of fust necessity, quickly return into cuculation and invigoiate 
industiy, but sent out of a country from which so much is already sent 
in the way of tnbute is a ieal loss, it never returns into its circulation 
again 

Do these leasons now continue to opeiate with equal foice, or does not 
the present situation of our power m the Deccan lequne that the distribu¬ 
tion of oui foices and the iel«itive situation of the governments should be 
alteied, u nd the whole possessions southward of Goa be placed under the 
Madias government ? I think it does The powei of Tippoo is now re¬ 
moved out of oui way, and instead of having an enemy the most powerful 
we ever had to contend with, lying with his whole force at the back of 
our nairow and extended possessions, the whole peninsula south of the 
fifteenth degiee of noitli latitude may be said to be under our piotection, 
and its solid defence rests upon our army 

Instead of having an enemy to attack upon the Malabar coast, we 
have that coast to defend , from an offensive position, we now in the Penin¬ 
sula stand in a defensive one * Instead of having a long line of coast to 
defend against an European enemy, and even a longet line to defend 
against a powerful native one behind, we are now liable to no attack from 
the quarter where it was most to be dreaded In a military view, our do¬ 
minions are consolidated, and the whole foice m the Peninsula may in a 
very short time, and at any season when an attack can be made, be 
brought to bear upon any one point upon either coast All idea of an 
attack by us upon any part of the roast is at on end, and eveiy part of our 
army theiefore formerly retained at Bombay for possible offensive pur¬ 
poses becomes useless The object for which it was placed theic does 
not exist This material change in our position necessarily causes a 
change in our policy. But as we have a huge countiy to defend, the ap¬ 
plication of our force is obvious, it ought to be concentiated in the country 
it has to defend 

By sea we can only be attacked by an European enemy, against such an 
attack, a force aL Bombay is nearly useless, whereas if it was concentrated 
in some part of the Peninsula, let the attack come on what side it will, a 
very short time carries it to the scene of action 

It may, however, be said, that this reasoning is all true, but it does not 
form a ground for withdrawing the Malabar coast from the Bombay 


* It will be observed that I look upon the defence and protection of 
Mysore m the same light I do that of the Carnatic, and the force m the 
pay of the Rajah as part of our positive strength, whether consideied m 
an offensive or defensive point of view 
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Government, or placing its force under that of Madras It will not lie dis¬ 
puted, that the Madi as Government alone ought to maintain all the relations 
of theBntish Government with that of Mysoie Nothing can he more 
mischievous than that it should have connections with two of our Govern¬ 
ments It would open an endless field of dispute and a fertile soui ce of 
mtugue and venality Yet this must be the case if the Malabar coast re¬ 
mains as it now does under the Bombay Government It will be more so 
if Canaia be added to the Government of Bombay, winch it must be, if 
Malabar proper is continued to it, for it will not lie contended that it is 
propei the Bombay Government should continue in the management of the 
coast at the greatest distance from it, and yet that it is improper that it 
should manage that which is nearest 

Possessing a slip of coast the lvhole length of the Mysore kingdom, in 
possession of every port by which access to it fiom sea can be had, furnish¬ 
ing the force to defend it on that side, it is impossible that much commu¬ 
nication must not take place, add to this that many of the aitides of the 
commerce of the Malabar coast are furnished from Mysore, and commeicial 
intercourse must not only necessarily take place with individuals, but 
between the respective Goveinmcuts It is therefore m vain to attempt 
to prevent much intercourse between the Government of Bombay and that 
of Mysore, if the coast be continued under the foimei, and if much inter¬ 
course took place, it is impossible to prevent the Governments of Madras 
and Bombay from clashing, and much intrigue and mischief from taking 
place 

In a military point of view, and considering the geogi aplncal position of 
the Peninsula, which may be said to form one consolidated dominion, 
comprehending all the Decan, south of the 15th degree of noith latitude, 
it seems preposterous to place part of the force to defend it, under a Go- 
vein men t separated from it by hostile possessions, having no communication 
but by sea, and that interrupted for several months in the year, and at the 
same time withdraw it from that Government which commands the Penin¬ 
sula to its centre, and from that General, who must have under his eye the 
possible defence of every point in the circumference It is impossible to 
diaw the line how much of the coast each Presidency is to defend, what is 
to be under the orders of General Harris, what of General Hartley At 
one time it may be necessary and pioper for the whole army upon the 
Malabar coast to be above the Ghauts, at another that the whole Mysore 
army should be under them Is it possible this can be done, unless the 
whole be under one head and upon one footing 

Taking it for granted that Senngapatam is a most important post for the 
defence of the Peninsula, let the attack come from where it will, is it to be 
tolerated for a moment that the Commander in Chief above the Ghauts, 
charged with the whole defence of the Peninsula, is not to have the perfect 
disposition of, and command over, the forces which may be stationed m 
Canara, Mangalore, and Malabar 

Bad as it was, yet the immediate and direct communication with Bombay 
formed a reason among others for placing Malabar under that Presidency. 
This reason operates much more ationgly at present against it The com- 
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mumcation with the officei in command above the Ghauts is immediate, 
and the command there, fiom the importance of the position, must always 
be one of the fiist in the service The communication with Madras is 
certain and safe at every season, and can nevei exceed a few days I would 
just as soon tlunh of placing the west coast of Scotland under the command 
of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, as placing the Malabar coast under the 
Bombay Government The same reasoning will apply to the civil as to the 
military government, if government it can be cnlled, which has yet been 
established there I am not aware that any commeiuol reasons exist to 
interfere with this , it is equally and even more easy for the agents of the 
Madras Government to provide the investment from the Malabar coast, as 
for those from Bombay, and the ships would call upon the coast aB at 
present It is probable the commerce of the coast of Malabar will much 
extend itself, but even if it does, it is of much importance that the seat of 
Government be as ncai the commercial agent as possible 

Some difhculties of rank and patronage may probably occur in trans¬ 
ferring part of the Bombay force to the Madras establishment, and probably 
some of the civil servants, but these are not worth considering m the view 
I take of the subject, partial and individual interests cannot merit much 
consideration 

It will still, however, be said, that, viewing the situation of the Mahiatta 
power, it is necessary to keep a large force at Bombay, not only sufficient 
to preserve the settlement, but to be able to make a powerful diversion 
upon that side, if it should ever become necessaiy 

I readily admit that it is of great importance to maintain a respectable 
force at Bombay, as an excellent port, a convenient dock-yard, a naval 
aisenal, and a place of a great and useful commerce, and the force ought 
to be Buch as not only to place it and its dependencies in a state of security, 
but even to be able in caBe of hostilities to threaten offensive operations 

But if the large force placed under the controul of the Government was 
in any degree intended as a check to the Mahrattas, their relative situation 
towards us is so mutcually altered as to render it disputable whether it 
still is necessary to retain that force there for such purpose. It will be 
admitted that the great reason for stationing so large a force at Bombay, I 
mean the situation of the dominions of Tippoo Sultaun, is entirely at an 
end, and the question comes to be whether the same force is to remain 
there for what waB originally the secondary reason for its being placed 
there. 

It cannot escape observation that the wonderful events of the late war 
haB materially changed the relative situation of the Mahrattas and the 
Bntish power in the Deccan. In former times the Mahratta empire could 
not be assailed at all by the Madras army The dominions of Tippoo, our 
certain enemy, lay between In the event of war he was to them a power¬ 
ful ally, and fully occupied the whole force of the Madras Government 
The connections with the Nizam were till of late so uncertain and preca¬ 
rious, that at best he was but a doubtful fnend and a weak and suspicious 
ally Through the dominions of Tippoo a Mahratta army might have 
overrun the Carnatic without the possibility of that Presidency undeitaking 
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a single offensive operation against that hostile powei How wonderfully 
is the scene changed ? A powerful foice stationed in the dominions of the 
Nizam has insured his fidelity and active aid, while at the same tune it has 
given consistency and strength to Ins anny, and confidence both to lus 
troops and their generals The strong foits undei the Mysore Govern¬ 
ment aie ganisoned by oui tioops without expense A huge force main¬ 
tained m the same mannei icady to hi oak tlaough the open and exposed 
Maliratta fi on tier at the first moment ot hostilities , and this foice is ieadv 
either to co-opei ate with the Nizam’s detachment 01 to be suppoited by 
the whole foice of the Madias Government 
Attack upon our dominions is become difficult ncaily m the same 
proportion as offensive opeiations by 0111 Government die become easy, 
and as our means have become powciful undei these ciiumiatances, the 
impoitance at least of a laige foice at Bombay is consuleiably diminished 
Any attack from tfiat quarter must commence with the ascent of a dan¬ 
gerous and difficult ghaut, instead of an open fiontiei, supported by a 
powerful aimy It seems theicfoie ot moic importance to add stiength 

to the army m Mysore and under the Madias Government, so as to enable 
it with ease at once to defend the Peninsula against an European enemy, 
and undertake offensive operations, if necessaiy, upon the JMuhiatta fion¬ 
tiei The Mahiatta powei is now assailable in evciy quartei The do¬ 
minions of the most powerful of its chiefs in Huidostan die at our mercy, 
and we have om choice of the point of attack, cither fiom the Nizam’s oi 
the Mysore frontiei Is it theiefoie worth the expense of maintaining a 
large foice at Bombay toi the possibility of oflensive opeiations in that 
quaiter, which may he equally well oi better earned on fiom anothci 
place, and where the force will be equally useful, whcthci it be necessaiy 
to employ it either in offensn e oi defensive operations 
Admitting that it were at any time advisable to undei take an offensive 
operation from Bombay, a reinfoiecment to its gamson might he at least 
aB easily transported trom Mangaloie oi Onoie to Bombuy, as it could be 
transported fiom the lattei place to Cannauore or Calicut 
The lesult of all this reasoning would lead to placing the whole Penin¬ 
sula south of latitude fifteen noith undei the Madras Government, tians- 
femng so much of the army of Bombay to the Madras establishment as is 
more than sufficient to form a powei ful garrison foi Bombay uud its small 
dependencies, and to the tiansferring to the Madras Government so much 
of the civil establishment of Bombay as is necessarily employed in the ter¬ 
ritories acquired from Tippoo Sultaun at the peace of Seimgapatam, or as 
aie employed in the factories of Anjengo, Calicut, and the othei places to 
the southward of the Mysore northern frontier 
It will not escape ohseivation, that for civil purposes as well as military 
it is of importance that every pait of our establishment have a ready com¬ 
munication with the Government General, and this is much more easily 
effected from eveiy point of the Malabar coast through the Madras Go¬ 
vernment than through Bombay 

If this arrangement weie to take place, a fm ther and subsequent con¬ 
sideration would arise, whether it would then be necessary to uphold the 
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Government of Bombay upon its present footing It seems to me that 
when it becomes little uioie than a great garuson, a naval arsenal, and 
the seat of the Company’s maime, with the provision of so much of the 
investment as is derived from Bombay and from the noithward, that theie 
would he little occasion for the whole establishment of Governor and 
Council, Secictaiy, Commandei -m-Chief, Staff, Boards, &c &c The 
Government might be committed to one person, who if a military man 
would command the army, if a civilian the command of the army might be 
bestowed upon a Lieutenant-Governor, while the whole civil department 
might be conducted by the Governor without a council, with a commercial 
chief and the head of the maime under lum Theie seems no use foi 
such an establishment as is necessary foi the conduct of the extensive 
empire of Bengal or the impoitant settlement of Madras the whole to 
he immediately under the inspection of the Government-General From 
the arrangements I propose, I imagine a veiy considerable saving would 
anse which in every view is of great importance If the uew acquisitions 
in Mysore with the Mysore snbsidy would do no more than maintain the 
army for the defence of the Peninsula and the part transferred from Bom¬ 
bay, and the expense of that Government could be reduced as I have pro¬ 
posed, the saving to Bengal would be immense And I need not point 
out the importance of such a sum applicable in Bengal either to the ex¬ 
tinction of debt oi the purposes of investment 

If such an anangement weie to take place, much power and importance 
would necessarily he added to the Madras Government, much has been 
added to it by the late conquests, it now touches upon the Maliratta 
frontier , it has the Mysore kingdom to defend, intricate and delicate rela¬ 
tions with it to maintain and preserve, m short a powerful and extensive 
kingdom to govern in uew and delicate circumstances, so Bituated that 
much good may be gained 01 much mischief done without the Government 
General having it even m its power to exercise either its powers of direc¬ 
tion or controul A Government of the extent and complication of that 
of Madias, newly ansen to its gieat powei, is more difficult to manage 
than a regular and settled Government like that of Bengal, which although 
infinitely beyond it m resources and revenue, falls short of it perhaps in 
political importance Circumstanced as Madras is and long lias been, ihe 
race of men who are the instruments by which the Government must be 
earned on, are extremely unlike those of Bengal, wheie settled habits and 
regular and honest industiy are the roads to fortune The situation of 
the Nabob of the Carnatic and of Tanjore, the Bpecies of double govern¬ 
ment which the necessity of the case, aided however by the rapacity of 
individuals, has long established in that part of India where the real power 
is in one hand and the ostensible authority in another, has bred a race of 
men who look to fortune through transactions with natives in the Nabob’s 
and Rajah’s country, and not to the accumulation of regular allowances 
The unfortunate idea which has long been inculcated into those Princes 
that their interest lies in cultivating English inteiest by money, the un¬ 
lucky aid such notions received from their temporary success, the sending 
out Sir John Lindsay, a King's Representative, hat led to all the shameful 
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scenes that followed , to the misfortunes of Lord Pigot, the disputes and 
distractions of every subsequent Government, to the disgraceful trade of 
Nabob’s bonds, good and bad debts, and all the tiam ot evils which have 
flowed from them , and has in some degree conupted the settlement To 
correct those evils, to prevent their introduction into Mysore, to establish 
upon solid grounds our newly acquiied power, lequires no common hand, 
and can be the work of no subordinate person And the question is whe¬ 
ther this can he effectually done, and the whole power of both the Govern¬ 
ments of Madras and Bengal brought to hear to one point, and be directed 
aB it were under one soul, under the present system of controul and direc¬ 
tion established by the Act of 1793 

The system of all the acts is one rather of prevention than of action , 
they seem rather to give powers of pi eventing evil than doing good It 
seema to me that to give unity of design and plan, to give consistency and 
vigour to the whole of the British power, very considerable advantage 
would accrue, if the settlement of Madras weie placed more immediately 
(not under the control) but under the dnection of the Government General 
At present (and it will be more so as Madras becomes more important) 
the Governor of Madias feels himself independent on the Governor-General 
of Bengal, when the latter interferes by checks and control, they are 
felt with impatience and obeyed with reluctance If the authority were 
more direct and the subordination more diBtinct, all this would he done 
away, the orders of the Governor-General would be felt at Madias as they 
are at BenareB, they would occasion no difference, they would convey no 
blame At present they often must be felt as conveying implied censure 

The Governor-General may no doubt visit either of the Presidencies at 
his pleasure, but if he does without an important and public 1 eason, his 
visit must be felt as misplaced, will be the object of blame, and certainly 
in the settlement to which he goes, will introduce lll-humoui and dislike 
with all then consequent counteraction in a thousand ways w Inch it is not 
possible to lay hold of It is true this effect has not followed from the 
two visits which have been made to Madias by Loids Cornwallis and 
Momington, but in each of these cases the occasion was piominent and 
visible In the first, wliat was so natuial as a military commander of high 
lank and reputation, assuming the conduct of a war aftei the Madras army 
had been foiled in its attempt against its enemy The purposes for which 
Lord Cornwallis was sent to India,-—his own character. Ins being the hrst 
man of high rank and reputation at home who ever came to India, his 
military reputation, the union of every authority in his person, all tended 
to give him a weight personal to himself and rendered his visit neitbei the 
object of jealousy or ill humour The character of Lord Momington, his 
bold and manly conduct m taking responsibility from which most other men 
would have shrunk, lua ready and prompt decision, and his attention to 
Loid Clive who was newly arrived in the country, where he found himself, 
unused as he is to public business, involved m a scene of trouble and 
danger, joined to the visible importance of the occasion, all tended to place 
hw visit upon the same footing with that of Lord Cornwallis But we 
must not expect that either the personal characters of individuals or the 
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existing circumstances of the moment, will at all tunes counteiact defects 
in the system 

There mny he many occasions wheie it is wise and expedient, and more 
probably will arise where it may be matter of necessity for a Govemor- 
Geneial to visit Madias, and jet where his reasons are so far from being 
visible that they must be industriously concealed, a visit to another Piesi- 
dencv, upon such occasions, necessanly pioduces ill humour and dissension, 
because the visit of the Goveinoi—General is not the act of oidinary 
Government, but an extraordinaiy exertion, ansing from something to 
blame in the Government to which he goes, or something important in its 
exterior lelations which calls for his presence 

If the Governor of Madras be an ambitious man, and tbe event to be 
attained by tbe Govemoi-General be one of impoitauce, he must feel his 
ambition disappointed, and lie be of what desci lption he may, he must feel 
his importance lessened and his consequence dimmislied, on the other 
hand, the Government of Bengal is placed in a very awkward situation, 
the occasion is piobably one which requires the exertion of every Govern¬ 
ment in India, and yet at that moment the Government of Bengal is 
deprived of one of the pnncipal powers, which, it was supposed, would give 
it vigoui, energy, and effect, I mean that the Vice Prosident has no power 
to act without the concurrence of his Council The remedy to these de¬ 
fects is easy I propose, that, instead of appointing a Governor-General 
of Bengal, to appoint a Govemoi-General of India, with the Councils of 
Bengal and Madias undei him, at the head of which I would place either 
a Lieutenant-Governor, 01 a Vice President, who should act as the Go- 
vernois now do in the absence of the Governor-General, that both 
Governments should be undei bis immediate direction, and that it Bhould 
be equally competent to him to give directions whether he was or w&b not 
present at the settlement, in the same manner as Lord Cornwallis did when 
m the Mysore country, and for that purpose that part of his establishment 
be a Secretary for the affairs of each Government That it be optional to 
him to reside wheie he pleased, and wherever he did reside the Lieutenant- 
Governor would take his duections immediately fiom him, but in other 
respects would continue as before, wub tbe difference that while he was 
there he could not act independent of his Council I think such a measure 
would tend to give unity to the British empire, and, of course, consistency 
and stability, which, in the present situation of things, is all that can be 
wished Enemies to diead we now have none, and a further extension of 
territory is not to be wished 

The above observations are hastily thrown together, in consequence of 
a wish expressed to have my ideas upon this impoitant subject, tbe topics 
are rather hinted at and opened than followed up aud expanded The 
views which may be taken of the subject are infinite almost, but in tbe 
fundamental position, the wisdom of consolidating the British power in 
India, hut oue opinion can be entertained 

1 cannot conclude without remarking the importance the acquisition of 
the port of Goa would be to our possessions in India, and hinting at the 



192 J webbe, esq ro [Miscellaneous, 

possibility of a negotiation being openerl at home foi the puipose, .it a 
time when the British nation aie making suili e\ei turns for the defence of 
Poi tugal. 

J Anstruther 


No V 

J Welle, Esq To N B Edmonstone Esq lehpettms the Collene of 

Foil William 

Dear Edmonstone, Foit St George, June 19, 1802 

I have been pi evented tioin answeung youi lettei by indisposition, 
■which confined me to my bed, aDd I lequested Malcolm to make my ex¬ 
cuse to you on that account 

I think with Mi Coleluoke that it is indispensably ncccss.uy to pre¬ 
scribe a course of study foi the students of the College some of the 
young gentlemen will doubtless puisue with pleasuie and peiseverance 
the objects of their own choice, such it will always be practicable to dis¬ 
tinguish and to indulge without infringing established iulea, but in 
general it will be necessary to guaid against the effects of capucc or idle¬ 
ness At this Presidency, when eveiytlnng depends on the choice oi dis¬ 
position of individuals, I have known too many instances, whcie pursuits 
of improvement have been taken up and abandoned, letumed and changed, 
without the acquisition of useful knowledge 

Of the languages lequisite to the students of this Presidency, I consider 
the Persian to be of the most importance the body of our ciimmal juns- 
prudence, and a great pait of out civil code being founded (like those of 
Bengal) on the Mahomedan law, the knowledge of the Persian language 
appears to be indispensably necessaiy to those who may be destined to the 
judicial department It is not less necessaiy to those who may lie ambi¬ 
tious of diplomatic stations, and being the propei foundation of the 
Hindostany dialect, must be essentially useful to students of every de¬ 
scription 

Next in degree to the Peisian, I considei the Shanscnt language to be 
important, both as it lespects that pait of oui civil laws, which are denved 
from the principles of the Hindoo religion and manneis, and as it con¬ 
tains the undoubted foundation of all the Hindoo dialects used in the Penin¬ 
sula Of the young gentlemen some will probably be found qualified to 
pusue the study of the Shanscnt language to the extent of opening 
sources of important information to the Indian Government, but the 
general utility of that language refeis to the means of facilitating to any 
person moderately versed in it, the acquisition of any of the dialects 
spoken in the provinces under this Presidency It contains the loot of 
all thofle dialects, and I believe it to be impossible to expiess an abstract 
proposition, or to use a technical phrase in any of those dialects, without 
the aid of the Shanscnt language 

Of the four dialects used in these piovinces, I think that the Tamul and 
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Telmga are tlic most useful, because they extend ovei u gieatci liact of 
tcintoiy, and because they aie the vcnuculai languages of those teiri- 
toncs 'I he Taniul is used fiom Cape Comoim to the noithein boundaiv 
of the Company’s Jaglicei, mid westwaid as fai as the boundaiy of the 
Cainatic Payenghant befoie the wai of 179- it also extends thiough* 
Travantoie and the entne jnovmce of RI ilabai Many of the people in¬ 
habiting this tract of countiy apeak no othei than the Taniul dialect, and 
use it, with few exceptions, toi all puiposes of account and tecoul 

Fioin the boundaiy of the Jaglieci noith to Ganjam, the Telmga dialect 
is alone used, as well m discouise as in wilting , and I believe tint it ex¬ 
tends westwaul, along the southern bank ot the nvci Ivistna, tluough a 
laige poition of the tcintoiy acquned fiom the Ni/am 

In all this tiact the Tamul and Telinga dialects come home to all the 
put poses of life , and must ot couise be used in the judicial pioceedmgs in 
those districts lebpectively 

It has been stated to me by peisons conveisant with the Tamul dialect, 
that it is ouginal and not dependent on the Shansent, hut that two dia¬ 
lects exist, the liighci and the lovvei, the foimei being used m poetry and 
religious compositions, the lattei in convocation, and in the oidmaiy 
business of mankind I am induced liowevci to believe, as fai as I am 
capable of foiming a judgement, that this is an cnoneous opinion I 
doubt that any onginal compositions arc to be found in the Tamul dialed, 
and think that I have leason foi supposing that the leligious tiacts m that 
dialect are all tianslated from the Shan scut 
The course of the eaily conquests made by the Mahiattas may be tiaced, 
by the existence ot then language, thiough the noithein and western 
parts of the Mysore countiy, and of the teuttoiics ceded by the Nizam, 
thiough the Bnia Mahal and llie Cainatic into lanjoiu In this tiait 
entire colonies of Mahiattas aie found, and theie the dialect is familial 
to those who do not use it as a national language The Mahiatta Mut- 
seddies aie proverbial throughout the territones subject to this Piesi- 
dency the ofhee of Canoongooi was generally filled by Mahiattas, the 
cause it may be difficult, or useless, to asceitain, but the effect was to 
constitute the Mahiatta dialect to be the vehicle of all levenue accounts, 
rcgisteis, and lecoids If that piaclice had been preseived under the 
British Government, the use of the Mahratta dialect would have been ex¬ 
tensive in the Peninsula, but the office of Canoongoor having been abo¬ 
lished under the Company’s administiation, Buch of oui revenue sei vante 
as have perfoimed then official duties with success, have sought authentic 
information in the proper dialects of the diffeicnt provinces I believe 
that throughout the Mysore country, the north-western parts of the ceded 
country, a great pait of the Bara Mahal, some paits of the Carnatic, and 
ofTaujoui, the Mahiatta dialect may be extensively used, but I doubt 
that it is sufficiently piopei to any piovmce to rendci it an acquisition 
necessary, 01 even useful, for judicial purposes 
As a diplomatic language, however, I think the Mahratta is entitled to 


* It is used at the Durbai of the Ram Rajah 

n* 


yol, y 
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reBpect It is tho vernacular idiom at Poonali, at Nagpooi, and at Tan- 
joui I am aware that in all foiraal proceedings and wntinga at the courts 
of Poonali and Nagpoor it has been usual to adopt the Pcisian language, 
but it is unnatural to suppose that either the Pcishwa, or the Rn|dh of 
Berai, oi then ministers should piefci a foieign language to tlieu own m 
the tinnsaction of ordinary business Indeed I doubt, upon the nifoima- 
tion I have casually leccivcd, that those Pnuccs possess a knowledge of 
any foieign language sufficient to enable them to hold a discussion on 
questions of political importance with ease and satisfaction to themselves 
But whether this be true 01 not, I llimk it will not be difficult to believe 
that an accurate knowledge of the JVlaliratta dialect will furnish peculiai 
advantages to a Resident at Poonali* or at Nagpooi 
I believe that the Mahratta is more immediately derived fiom the Sliau- 
sent language, and mcoipoiatcs a gieatci nuinbei of onginal woids than 
any othei dialect used in the Peninsula it is piobablc, tlieicfoic, that a 
slight acquaintance with the Shanscrit language would cuable a student to 
acquue with little difficulty a competent knowledge of the Mahiatta dialect 
Studied m that mannei it must possess poweiful recommendations m the 
transaction of business with the Hindoos, horn its copiousness, fiom its 
colloquial ease, and from it3 analogy to then saued wnlings 
Next to the Mahratta I believe that the Canaicse dialect approaches the 
Shanscrit and possesses in that lcspect a sunilai lecomincndation to notice 
It is the only dialect used m the province of Cauaia, wheic it appeals to 
be indispensably icquisite to the ofhceis of government employed ni the 
departments of lcveuue and judicatuic It ib also the common dialect of 
Mysoie, ot the Bara Mahal, and of gicat pait of the ceded counliy, m 
those piovmces it is also the language of accounts, and may on that ac¬ 
count be considcied to be necessaiy to the oCbccis of lcvcnuc , as well as 
to those who may lieicaftcr be employed in the judicial dcpaitincnt A.ny 
person, possessing a competent kuowlcdgc ot tlic Canaicse dialect, would 
require no othei in the Baia Malial, thioughout Mysoie and Camua, and 
in the nortli-wcstein paits of tlic districts ceded by the Ni/am 
It is scaicely neccssaiy foi me to notice the Ilindoobtany dialect, the 
extent and foiec of which aie sufficiently known to all pel sons, who have 
dnected their attention citliu to the business 01 to the litci atui e ot India 
A copious knowledge of that dialect is, in my judgement, alone sufficient 
for the transaction of ouhnaiy aftans in any pait of the teintones under 
this government, but it will be obvious to you that the use of it will be 
fouud more extensive and moie common in those paits, wlucli have been 
more immediately, and for a longer penod of time, subjected to the Mo- 
homedanyoke Thioughout the terntones of the Nabob of Aieot, and the 
Balaghaut dominions of the late Tippoo Sultaun, the use of the Iluidos- 
tany dialect is familial to all pcisoiiB employed m the public offices of 


* This obseivatiou, is applicable in a certain degree to all the chiefs 
of the Mahratta empuc and the state of India seems to indicate a more 
frequent communication with those chiefs than at any foimer penod of 
time 
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government, and to a gieat poition of the common people, but tins ob- 
seivatiou is more extensively applicable to Mysore than to the Carnatic 
All the officers of the Sultaun’s government having been Mahomedans, 
who arc genei ally too pioud 01 too ignoiant to undeistand any but their 
own language, the Ilmdoslany neccssanly became the general channel of 
communication m the depaitments of the anny, the law and the levenue 
It is long since the same causes have ceased to affect the general manncis 
of the Carnatic undei the Nabobs of Arcot The aimies maintained for 
its piotcction have been composed of natives of every descuption, and 
exclusively commanded by Emopcan ofhceis , few tiaccs of a judicial es¬ 
tablishment aic discovciable The Nabobs of Aicot have taken into their 
seivice Euiopean ministers, and those mimsteis have nccessauly em¬ 
ployed mteipictcis oi dubaslies the effect of all which causes has tended 
to diminish the Mahomedan influence, and to revive the ouginal inanneis 
of the Hindoo inhabitants of the diffeient provinces In the northern 
cncais the tiaees of the Maliomedau conquest, in this lespect, are more 
faint than m the Carnatic, and I believe that they aie less peiceptiblc in 
most ot the southern piovinces In speaking theiefoie of the geneial 
utility of the Hmdostany language it may lie piopei to qualify it by an 
exception with lespect to the judicial depaitmeut, paiticulaily in the 
northern cucars, and in the provinces south of the Colei oon, for I doubt 
that a pei son possessing a knowledge ot the Hmdostany dialect alone 
would be competent to discliaige the duties of a judge m those distucts 

Fiom the numbci of dialects spoken, it must be considerably more dif¬ 
ficult to educate a gentleman foi the seivice of tins Presidency than for 
that of Bengal, and it is impossible to suppose that rnanv peisons can be 
tound of sufficient capacity and diligence to qualify themselves for the 
discliaige of public duty m cvciy pait of these teriitoncs The necessity 
theiefoie of prescnbing a course of study, with legard to languages, ap¬ 
peals to he more urgent in respect to the students of Foit St Geoige 
than to those of Foit William 

On the whole, the opinion which I should presume to offei to Mr Cole- 
biokc, is, that the accomplishment of a student for the general pui poses 
of the sei vice under this Picsulency, should he fiiat an accurate knowledge 
of oue of the piovinual dialects, second a competent acquaintance with 
the Pcisian language, and thud a fluent use of the common Hmdostany 
A peisoii so qualified will be a most useful mstiument in the hands of 
the government of Foit St George, and will be fully equal (as fai as 
language is concerned) to the discharge of the most important duties of 
the state 

This pait of my opinion lcfcisto the oidinaiy couise of the public 
business Some gentlemen will of course be found desirous of distin¬ 
guishing themselves by a moie profound knowledge of oriental literatuie, 
oi by a more accurate acquaintance with those channels of knowledge, 
which may qualify them for diplomatic situations to such peisons all the 
assistance will of couise be affoi ded which the College possesses But with 
respect to students in geneial, I consider a competent knowledge of the 
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Persian language, and also of the Hindoo dialects to be an indispensable 
accomplishment for the 'gentlemen in the establishment ot Foi t St Geoi ge 
without it I sincerely believe that it will be impiacticable for any adrai- 
nistiation to employ a person, of the best talentB, and of the best punci- 
ples m the departments of judicatuie oi revenue, without dangci to lus 
own reputation and to the public wclfaie 

Believe me, dear Edmonstonc, with sinccie regard, 

youis truly, 

J Webbe * 


* This able letter affoids a stiong pi oof of the talents and attainments 
of JMi Josiali Webbe, Scuctaiy to tlic Government ot Foit tot Geoige, 
when that Piesidency was the Scat of the Governnicnt-Gcncial in 17 1 )') 
From the moment of the ainval of the Govenioi-Geneial at Foit St 
Geoige, All Webbe possessed lus Loidship’s cntne confidence, and was 
a principal instillment in the execution of all Ins measuieB JVTr Webbe 
was one of the gieatest ornaments to the Company’s Seivicc in every 
respect Aftoi his removal fioin Fort St Geoige, he was employed in 
tlie highest diplomatic stations, and died in the Scivice at Poonah — [Ed } 
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No I 

The Governor-Genet al in Council to the Honouiable the Secret Committee 
of the Honouiable the Couit of Dnectois 

Honourable Sirs, Port William, Apiil 12, 1804 

The despatches of the Goveinoi-General and of the Go- 
vernor-Geneial m Council to the addiess of youi honouiable 
Committee of the dates noted in the margin/ contain a 
general statement of the events and tiansactions m the Mah- 
ratta Empire, which led to the conclusion of a tieaty of 
defensive alliance between the Butish Government and the 
Peishwa, and which succeeded that event, togethei with a 
communication of the measures adopted by the Butish Go¬ 
vernment foi the piomotion and secunty of the public inter¬ 
ests m every change of cncumstances, and of the tnumphant 
piogiess and glorious termination of the wai m which the 
Butish Government was compelled to engage by the violence, 
injustice and ambition of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Beiai 

It was impracticable to furnish your honourable Committee 
with that detailed mfoimation with legard to those events 
and tiansactions, and to the proceedings of the Butish Go- 


* From his Excellency the Govcmor-Geneial—24th December, 1802 , 
10th February, 1803, 19th April, 1803, 20th June, 1803 Fiom the 
Governor-General in Council—1st August, 1803 , 25th September, 1803, 
31st October, 1803, 28th December, 1803 See Vol III 
VOL. V B 
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veinment, (which it is the duty of the Govemoi-Geneial m 
Council to convey to youi honouiablc Committee by the 
eaihest possible oppoitumty) until the close of the wai, not 
only because the multiplicity and uigency of public affuns 
piecluded the possibility of prepaimg and ananging the 
necessaiy documents, but because a knowledge of the lesult 
of many measuies and tiansactions then m a com so of ope- 
lation was necessaiy, to enable us to appieciate then mi- 
poitance and to apply the explanation of them m a satis- 
factoiy mannei to the puiposes of affoidmg full and cleai 
mfoimation to youi honouiable Committee 

The Goveinor-Geneial in Council now deems it to be his 
duty to combine m one legulai and connected nanative all 
the pnnnpal events and tiansactions which have passed in 
India, and all the measuies and pioceedmgs of the Butisli 
admimstiation, connected with the late glonous and success¬ 
ful wai, and to furnish youi honouiable Committee at the 
same tune with the details of them as recoided on the pio- 
ceedmgs of government. Foi this puipose the Goveinoi- 
Geneial m Council has now the honoui to tiansnnt to youi 
honouiable Committee oui bioken set of pioceedmgs m the 
Seciet Depaitment, flora the 3id of Februaiy 1803 to the 
12th of Apul 1804, to the documents lecoided m which le- 
ieience will be made tlnoughout the whole of the following 
nanative for the details of tiansactions noticed in this 
lettei 

Hie conclusion of the treaty of defensive alliance between the Bntish Govern¬ 
ment ind his Highness the Peishwa must be considcicd as connected with the 
primai y causes of the late wai with the confederated chiottains of the Mahiatta 
Empue The Govemoi-Geneial in Council thciefoic deems it pioper to com¬ 
mence the pioposed narrative with a gcncial statement of the negotiations and 
transactions which led to the conclusion of that treaty 

Your honourable Committee ib appnzed of the uni emitted endeavours exeited 
by the Govemor-Geneial during a long peuod of tunc, undei the sanction of youi 
honouiable Committee’s appiobation, to improve the connection subsisting be¬ 
tween the honouiable Company and the state ot Poonah, by obtaining the consent 
of his Highness the Peishwa to conclude subsidiary and defensive engagements 
with the British Government The negotiations of the Resident at Poonah foi 
that purpose weie repeatedly lencwed and suspended as the exigencies of his 
Highness's affairs, and the jealousy of his disposition, influenced the weak and inde¬ 
cisive character of that Pnncc 

On the 30th of November, 1801, the Peishwa, who then exercised meicly a 
limited and piecaiious nominal authority in his dominions, under the oppressive 
ascendancy of his subjects and scivants, declaied his consent to specific proposi¬ 
tions founded on the basis of a general defensive alliance, but differing in several 
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matenal points fiom the piopositions which the Goveinoi-Geneial had originally 
ofteicd to his acceptance 

On that occasion the Pcishwa agreed to subsidize six battalions of BntiBh 
tioops, piovided they should not be stationed within his Highness’s dominions, 
but bepicpaied at all times to act on the requisition of the Peishwa His High- 
nesB fuithei pioposed to assign temtoiy in Hmdostan foi the payment of the 
subsidiary force, and his Ilighness’s piopositions with legard to the arbitiation of 
diffei cnees between his Highness and the Couit oi Hyderabad, and to the exclu¬ 
sion of Frenchmen fiom his semce, dificied m some respects from those which the 
Goveinoi Geneial had pioposed 

The acceptance, rejection 01 modification of these piopositions demanded the 
most matuie dclibeiation, and appealed not to lequire an immediate decision, the 
Goveinor-Geneial deemed it advisable therefore to await the piogiess of events in 
the Mahratta Empne, before he should foim any final resolution upon the depend¬ 
ing tieaty of alliance with the Peishwa 

The Governor-General theiefoie suspended his instructions to the Resident at 
Poonah on the subject of the depending negotiation until the month of June 1802 
The Goveinoi-General in Council then communicated to the Resident his final 
determination with regard to the propositions of his Highness the Peishwa, and 
furnished the Resident with detailed instructions foi the regulation of his conduct 
m pursuing the negotiation foi the impiovement of the connection between the 
Biitish Government and the state of Poonah 

In those instructions the Governor-General in Council entered into a general 
review of the tiansactions which had passed between the Biitish Goveinment and 
the state of Poonah, and of the conduct and policy of the latter with 1 expect to 
the British Goveinment since the amval of the piesent Goveinor-Geneial in 
India, and inferred from the whole tenoi of the Peishwa’s proceedings that his 
Highness had not only been umtoimly and piogiessively jealous of the powei of 
the British nation in India, but actively hostile to its piospenty to the utmost 
practicable extent consistently with the security of his Highness’s government 
and with the irresolution and timidity of his charactei, and that theiefore until 
uresistibly compelled by the exigency of his affairs to have recourse to the assist¬ 
ance of the Company, the Peishwa would nevei he induced to conclude any en¬ 
gagements which in his apprehension would afioid to the Biitish Goveinment the 
means of acquiring an ascendancy in the Mahiatta empne The Goveinoi-Geneial 
in Council therefoie concluded, that if the Peishwa was sinceie in his late proposi¬ 
tions, he was influenced by the hope of obtaining the aid of the British power for 
the re-establishment and secunty of his authonty, without hazarding the intro¬ 
duction of that degiee of Biitish influence which for the permanent defence of 
the Company and of oui allies, and foi the geneial tianquillity of India, as well as 
for the effectual exclusion of the influence of France, it was the interest of the 
Biitish Government to establish m the Mahratta state 

The Goveinor-Geneial in Council therefoie deemed it necessary to consider his 
Highness’s piopositions with refeience to that pimciple, and the result of a mi¬ 
nute discussion of that subject was that in the judgment of his Excellency m 
Council an unqualified concurrence in the Peishwa’s propositions would produce 
more injury than benefit to the British inteiests in India The Governor General 
in Council accordingly dctcimined to reject the Peishwa’s piopositions in their 
actual foim* 


See Vol 111 p, 12 
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Consideiations, however, connected with the situation of aft ms in Luiope and 
in India dnq used the Govcinoi-Gcnoinl in Council to rtln\ m the conditions winch 
his Excellency had until then consulticd and dichiied to In liulispt nsahlc in the 
conclusion ot my engigcmcnts of a suhsidiny md ditensivi liitinc with the 
Peishwa, md latlui than abandon the hope ol cst ilili^lunj, a tuithoi connection 
with the state of Poonah, the Governoi General in Council theiefoic lcsolvcdto 
acquiesce m the limitation which the Pusliwa had pioposed with lcspcct to the 
subsidioiy foice, piovidcd the Peishwa would consent to in engagement tor the 
dischaige of the subsidy moie favouiableto oui views andintcicsts than an assign¬ 
ment ot teuitorym Ilindostan, which the Goveinoi-Gcnci<d in Council considcied 
at that time to be in eveiy 1 aspect objectionable 

On the basis ot the picccding obsci vations the Resident at Poonnh was mstincted 
to tenew the negotiation with his Highness the Peishwa toi the conclusion of de¬ 
fensive and subsidiary engagements, but the Resident was dnected at the same 
time to endeavour to accomplish that object on the teims ouginully pioposed by 
the Govcmoi Gcneial to his Highness, and not to accede to terms less tnyouiable 
until eveiy hope of obtaining tlic Pushwa’s concimonce in the Govcinor-Generol’s 
original piopositions should be extinguished 

On his receipt ot those instructions at the close of the month ot July the Resi¬ 
dent appnzcd the Peishw T a of his being m possession ot the Govcinoi-Geneial in 
Council’s final deteimination with legaid to his Highness’s piopositions, commu¬ 
nicated to the British Goveinment in the pieccdmg month of Novembci 
The Peishwa, howevei, receivedthat mfoimation without manifesting any degiec 
of solicitude to be apprized ot the Governoi-General’s determination upon his 
Highness’s piopositions, and defened the Resident’s ofleied communication on that 
subject until a future time, although Jeswunt Rao Ilolkai, at the head of a large 
body of tioops, then occupied a menacing position near Malhgong, and had com¬ 
menced a system ot opeiations pregnant with immediate danger to the powei of 
the Peishwa No change appealed m the disposition of lus Highness with lespeet 
to the impiovement ot his alliance with the British Government ihis circum¬ 
stance may in some degiee be oscubed to the counsels ot Seindiali and the Rajah 
of berai, whose vakeels at that time earnestly dissuaded his Highness fiom a 
closei connection with the British Goveinment, assuung his Highness ot effectual 
support liom the combined powei ot those chieftains after the close ot the iams, 
until which time any material opeiations on the pajt ot Ilolkor wen? stated to be 
imp] acticable 

On the 1st ot August, liowevei, lluggoonaut Rao, one of the ministers of the 
Peishwa, waited on the Resident foi the expiess purpose of leccivmg the commu¬ 
nication with whieh the Resident was choiged on the subject of improving the 
connection between the two states The Resident opened the eonfcience by ex¬ 
pressing the surprize and disappointment of the Governoi Geneial at the Peish wa's 
withholding his acquiescence in the teims of alliance ongmallj pioposed to his 
Highness’s acceptance, notwithstanding the liberal tenoi of those turns and the 
amicable natoe of the motives which dictated the wish of the British Government 
to impiove the connection subsisting between the two states The Resident ap¬ 
prized the minister that the Governor General had taken into mature consideration 
the propositions of his Highness on the subject of a defensive alliance, communi¬ 
cated to Colonel Palmer the late Resident in the month of Novembei 1801, and 
had dnected the Resident to explain to his Highness the Peishwa the ultimate 
sentiments of the Governor Geneial on those piopositions 
The Resident then pioceeded to state to the minister, that the Governor General 
still continued to think, that the principles on which the defensive alliance with 
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the state of Uydenbad had been concluded would foim the most eligible basis of 
that which it was in the contemplation of the Govcinoi-Geneial to establish with 
his Highness the Peishwn The Resident then specified the extent of the force 
which his Highness had agreed peimanently to subsidize, as that which the Go- 
vernoi General deemed to be necessaiy foi the accomplishment of the objects of 
the detensne alliance 

The Resident next adveitcd to the mode of piovidmg foi the charges of the 
subsidiary foice, obsming that Ins Highness the Peishwa’s offer of assigning ter 
ritory m Ilmdostan, yielding a revenue of 25 Iocb per annum, was absolutely 
inadmissible, and pioposing that temtoiy should be assigned for that puipoBe on 
the notlhcin part of the Concan, oi on the southern tiontier adjoining the Tung- 
buddia 

The Resident obseived that this proportion could not be waved, and that there- 
foie it was absolutely necessaiy before he proceeded to communicate the Goveinoi- 
General’s determination with regard to the remaining articles of the Peishwa’s 
propositions, that his Highness should signify his assent to this pioposition The 
mmistei howevei maintained the piopuety of a previous disclosme of the Go¬ 
vernor- Geneial’s sentiments and resolutions with legaid to every branch of the 
pioposed nnangement, and after some discussion of this pom*, the Resident 
acceded to the wishes of the minister, and proceeded to the next article by stating, 
that the Govei nor-General was disposed to relax in the demand which he had 
originally made for the absolute exclusion of all Europeans fiom the service of 
the Peishwa, and to limit it to the exclusion of the subjects of all European states 
at war with the British Government 

The Resident apprized the minister that the Governor General was decidedly of 
opinion that the article which provided for the commutation of the Choutof Surat 
was equally convenient foi both parties, and that accordingly that aiticle should 
be letained, that with regoid to the 6th aiticle, by which an option was left to 
the Rajah of Beiar of becoming a party to the defensive alliance, his Highness 
having manifested an aversion to that proposal, the Goveinoi-General had agreed 
to withdi aw it 

1 he minister himself in his reply to the Resident adverted to the two remaining 
articles relative to the permanent continuance of the subsidiaiy toice within his 
Highness’s dominions, and to the arbitration of the differences between his High¬ 
ness the Peishwa and the Nizam, and after taking notes of the Resident’s explana¬ 
tions on the subject of each article, withdrew 

These explanations were communicated to the Peishwa, who was subsequently 
reported to have held several conferences with his ministers, at which the subject 
of the proposed defensive alliance was fully discussed But the information which 
the Resident received with regard to the Peishwa’s real sentiments and resolutions, 
justified a belief that his Highness had i esolved not to connect himself with the 
British Government until eveiy hope of averting by othei means, the danger with 
which his government was menaced by the pioceedings of Jeswunt Rao Holkai, 
should have been extinguished 

In the meantime the troops of Jeswunt Rao Holkar continued on the northern 
bank of the Bheema liver, m consideiable foice His Highness the Peishwa de¬ 
pended almost entnely for the reduction of Jeswunt Rao Holkai’s force upon the 
detachment of the troops of Scindiah, which occupied a position south of the 
nver Taptee The only foice of the Peishwa which had at that time been assem¬ 
bled for his Highness’s protection consisted of a detachment of 4,000 cavalry and 
1,000 infantry, posted at Gardoon on the nver Bheema, and his Highness’s refusal 
or inability to advance the necessary funds precluded the augmentation of that 
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inefficient force Rut the tioops of Futtch Sing Mnumn, an officei commanding 
a coivmleiable poition ot Ji-swunt Rao Ilolku’s auny, and oicupvuig with Ins 
force a position noith of the Ehecma, having attached the Peishwa's tioops, and 
compelled them to xetiie, hib Highness, under the influence ot the gcncial alum 
occasioned by this event, subsequently made such advances ot money to the scveial 
chiefs commanding corps in the seivice of the Peishwa as induced them to maich 
with the standaid of the empne, and to join the detachment which had leticatcd 
fiom Gaidoon 

Ihc object ot the Peislvwa -was to effect a junction ot this detachment with the 
tioops ot Dowlut Rao Scindiah under the command of Suddosheo Rao, at that 
time stationed in the piovince of Candeish at an inconsiderable distance south ot 
the Taptee, and his Highness trusted that these combined toiccs, joined by othcis 
which his Highness expected fiom the southward, would possess sufficient stiength 
to repel the enemy 

On the 30th of August the Resident was invited to a confeiencc with his High¬ 
ness the Peishwa on the subject of the propositions communicated to his Highness 
by the Resident tlnough his Ilighness’s mimstci From the lcsult of that con¬ 
ference, it was manifest that the Peishwa was anxious to picservc the fnendship 
of the British Government, but disinclined to the defensive alliance on the tcims 
pioposed by the Resident, and that it was the object of Iub Highness to protiact 
the negotiation in such a mannei as to retain the option eithci of acctptmg the 
aid ot the Butish power in any emeigency of his affairs, 01 ot finally declining the 
proposed termB ot alliance, when an lmpiovement in the state ot his Higlintss’s 
affans should appeal to render the aid of the British powei unnecessary 

"While this negotiation was pending at Poonah, Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar wcie piepaung for active opeiations at the appioacbing close of the season 
of the rains In the beginning of the month of September, 1802, the troops of 
Scmdiali under Suddasheo Rao occupied a position on the noitliem bank of the 
Godavery near Peyton, a town on the Nizam’s fionticr, and had begun to uoss 
the rivei Jeswunt Rao Holkar had made a movement towanls the anny of Sud- 
dasheo Rao horn Cliandoie, and Meer Ivhaun and Shah Ahmed Khaun, who 
commanded consideiable detachments of Jeswunt Rao Holkai's aimy, waited lus 
approach between Ahmednuggcr and the Godaveiy liultch Sing Mauma conti¬ 
nued to lavage the PeishwaS districts on the noithern side of the Blicema, at a 
distance of not more than fifty miles fiom Poonah, yet no fuithci mcasuics were 
adopted by the Peishwa toi icinfoicing the detachment appointed foi the imme¬ 
diate defence of the city 

Notwithstanding these hostile pioceedings ol Jeswunt Rao Holkoi, his vnkcols 
continued to attend at his Highness the Peishwa’s durbai, and to uige, on the 
part of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, demands with which lus Highness was unable to 
comply 

Those demands were, that Khundelr Rao, the son and heir of the late Mulhoi 
Rao, second legitimate son of the late Tuckojee Holkar, who was in confinement 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, should be released, and be vested with the possession 
of the family territones, to the prejudice ol Cashce Rao Holkai, the eldest legiti¬ 
mate son and succesBOi ot Tuckojee Holkar, and that Jeswunt Rao Holkar should 
be acknowledged os the guardian and dewan of khundeh Itao It could not be 
expected that Dowlut Rao Scindiah would accede to terms so unjust and degrading 
excepting in the utmost exigency of his aflaus, and the Peishwa, even if disposed 
to concui in those terms, did not possess sufficient authority over Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah to compel him to accept them The troops of Scindiah under the com¬ 
mand of Suddasheo Rao, on which the Peishwa principally depended for the 
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delence of his dominion against the violence of Jeswunt Rao Ilolhai, did not 
appeal in any degree adequate to the defeat ol that enteiprizing chieftain, and 
the Peishwa possessed neithei militaiy foice, eneigy, noi lesouice to enable him 
to affoid any essential aid in lepelhng the dangeia which appealed to menace the 
existence of his authouty and dominion 

These dangeis daily augmented Jeswunt Rao Holhar, after sacking the town 
of Nassuk ahout the beginning of September, advanced to the southwaid of the 
Godavei y in the dn ection of Poonah, Futteh Smg Maunia ci ossed the 1 ivei Bheema, 
and was successful in levying conti lbutions in the vicinity of Punderpoie At the 
same time the conduct of Amiut Rao, his Highness the Peisliwa’s biother, who 
lesided at a short distance fiom Poonah, excited appichcnsions in his Highness’s 
mind of a de°ign on the part ot his biother, to take advantage of any cnsis of 
affairs at Poonah which the progress of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s aims might pro¬ 
duce favouiablc to his elevation Suddasheo Rao, who commanded the troops 
of Scindiah, having prosecuted his march fiom Buihanpoie, anived at Ahrned- 
nuggur without molestation fiom the troops of Jeswunt Rao Holkar Fiom that 
place Suddasheo Rao apprized the Peishwa that he had received oideis from 
Scindiah to complete the arrangements requisite foi the progiess of his maich at 
Ahmednuggur, and then to proceed to Poonah for the assistance of his Highness 
that accordingly he should soon he able to commence his march, but that the pay 
of the troops was considerably in arrears, and that it was necessary that his High¬ 
ness should piepaie funds foi the dischaige of those demands This state of 
affairs occasioned a gieat degiee of alarm at Poonah The inhabitants of which 
city justly apprehended that the ainval of the aimy of Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
would be attended with eveiy species of violence and outrage, and that the pre¬ 
sence of Suddasheo Rao’s detachment, without affording adequate piotection, 
would add to the Peishwa*s necessities in such a degiee as to compel his Highness 
to levy oppiessive contributions in the city, some of the opulent inhabitants there- 
foie piepaied to abandon the capital, and the Peishwa himself, awaie of the 
magnitude of the difficulties and dangers which sunounded him, actually provided 
for his escape to the Concan by stationing relays of Palankeen bearers and de¬ 
tachments of hoise on the road to the source of the Kistna in the vicinity of Nahar 

This anangement was however subsequently abandoned by the advice of his 
mmisteis, who persuaded his Highness that funds might be provided for the pay¬ 
ment of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s troops without the hazard of commotion, aDd his 
Highness resolving to remain at his capital, dispatched a message to Suddasheo 
Rao, requirmg his advance to Poonah with the least possible delay 

Undei the impression of these alarms, his Highness the Peishwa on the 20th of 
September, 1802, despatched his principal minister to the Resident, cliaiged with 
a paper containing his Highness’s piopositions for a defensive arrangement with 
the British Government These propositions diffeied from those which the Resi¬ 
dent had offeied to his Highness’s acceptance in several important points The 
Peishwa lequired that the subsidiary foice should continue within the British 
tenitones, but be at all times piepaied foi any services on which his Highness 
might have occasion to employ it That the Butish Government should he 
pledged nevei to foim any connection oi conduct any political transaction with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah oi the Rajah, of Beiar, with Holkar oi the fanuly of the 
Guikowar, or with any Jaggeerdar of the Mahiatta empne, and that the Butish 
Government should renounce all concern m the intercourse that might subsist 
between his Highness and any of those chieftains That his Highness should be 
at liberty to employ Europeans of any descuption in his service, dismissing only 
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those who, during the existence of wai between the Bntisli Go\einment and any 
other powei, should appeal to 111 %e acted in a niannei injurious to the inteiests of 
the Company or the Peishwa That the British Government should be lequned to 
enforce any just claims which the Peisliwa might lia\ e on any othei power or state, 
and that the British Government should not mteifcre in any tiansactions between 
the Peishwa aud the Nizam, noi be peimitted to aibitiate any diftcieiiccs which 
might anse between those states These tcims, so inconsistent with the funda¬ 
mental punciples of the pioposcd defensive nlliancc and with the engagements 
actually subsisting between the Bntisli Government ind othei powers, wuc neces¬ 
sarily rejected by the Resident, who prcpaicd a papei containing a lcply to evciy 
article ot the Peishwa’s propositions, which the Resident delivered to the minister 
at his confcience with lum on the 27th ot Septcmbei 

The toice under the command of Suddashco Rao was expected to cioss the 
river Bheema, and puisue its march to the neighborhood ot Poonnh On teach¬ 
ing Choomai-Goondah, howcvei, that foice changing ita direction, proceeded 
along the northern bank ot that nvci, and encounlcied the advance ot Ilolhai's 
aimy, consisting of the detachments under the command ot Meer Ivluun and Shah 
Ahmed Khaun On the dd ot October, 1H02, an action took place, the result of 
Which was ambiguously leported Anotlici detachment of Ilolkai’s tioops, undci 
the command of Futteh Slug Mauma, occupied a position to the southwaid ot 
Poonah, and a corps ot his Highness the Pcisliwa’s tioops, commanded by Nina 
Paorundunch, and attended by the Zunee Puthali, oi standaid of the empue, was 
disposed in such a mannei as to prevent a junction of Futteli Sing Mauma with 
any other division of HolLar's force The aimy undei the personal command ot 
that chieftain then occupied a position about 40 miles in the lear of his advanced 
troops 

The Peishwa in this crisis continued to augment his troops by requiring the 
attendance ot the distant Jaggeeidais, and Suddasheo Rao expected soon to be 
reinforced by 5000 hoise and 4 battalions of infantiy from Booihanpoie undci the 
command of Gopaul Bhow 

While the affans of his Highness the Peishwa wcie in this cutical state, the 
Resident continued his endeavours to impiess upon his HighncBs's numstcis the 
expediency of acceding to the liberal piopositions oftered to Ins acceptance by 
the British Government The Resident took occasion to lemaik to hia Highness’s 
ministers that at the moment when a consideiable progiess had appaiently been 
made in a negotiation with the Bntish power, of which the object was the restora 
tion of his Highness’s authonty, and the tianqmllity of his dominions, his High¬ 
ness had deliberately adopted measuics calculated to impose additional bmthens 
on the resources of his government, and to preclude evciy hope of lelicf fiom his 
present embanassment The Resident obseivcd, that the contending armies dis- 
peised ovei his Highness’s territories, whethci fnends or enemies, were equally 
destructive to hia resources, which were olieady uttcily inadequate to the dis¬ 
charge of the extensive demands of the numerous coips which hia Highness had 
invited from the northward That his Highness’s inability to pay those troops 
would conveit them into enemies, and aggiavate the dangeis which these rein¬ 
forcements were intended to avert The minister replied by assurances of a speedy 
and successful conclusion of the negotiation depending between his Highness and 
the British Government, by lepiesenting m terms moie favourable the situation of 
his Highness's aflairs, and by expressing a confident expectation of the speedy 
reduction of Holkar*s power, and a piospcct of avoiding the dangers and embar¬ 
rassments described by the Resident 
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On the 8th of Octobei an action took, place at the distance of about forty miles 
fiom Poonah, between lux Highness the Pcishwa’s tioops, undei the command of 
Nana Pooiunddiineh, nnd those of 1 utteli Sing Maunia, m which the foimer were 
defeated, with the loss of the whole of then oidnonce and baggage 

The lecoipt ot this intelligence excited in the mind of the Peishwa considerable 
alum toi Ins pusonal safety His Highness immediately directed that the corps 
of ml inti > stationed about his palace should be holden in readiness for marching, 
but Ins led design in issuing tins order, was stated to be to secure the protection 
of those troops m the event of lus being compelled to abandon his capital His 
Highness actually desp itched all his jewels to Sevaguih a strong hdl foit, in the 
neigUbouihood of Poonah, and in the night of the Oth of October his Highness 
conveyed to that forties all thp women of lus family 

Tlic Resident did not fail to take advantage of this disaster to impress upon the 
mmd ot lus Highness’s minister with additional uigency the dangeis of his High 
ness’s situation, and the expediency of his accepting the proposals of the Bntish 
Government The ministei appealed to concui in the sentiments expressed by 
the Resident, md to admit that his Highness’s aftairs could only be letneved by 
his acceptance ot the pioposals of the Bntish Government for the conclusion of a 
defensive alliance with his Highness The minister however added, that the 
Peishwa was then too much undei the influence, control, and within the power of 
his own scivants to possess the means of adopting measures to that effect without 
peisonal danger The minister at the same time expiessed a hope of the speedy 
removal of those embarrassments which immediately piecluded the accomplish¬ 
ment of that desirable object 

The piobability of such relief, however, was daily diminished by the increasing 
dangers of lus Highness’s situation The troops of Holkar had now foimed a 
junction with those under Futteh Sing Maunia, and occupied a position near 
Jejoory, a town situated within little more than the distance of one maich from 
Poonah, in consequence of which the army under the command of Suddasheo 
Rao advanced and encamped by the Pcishwa’s desue at a short distance from the 
city on the road to that place 

The state of the city of Poonah, and the adjacent terntory at this peuod of 
time, is descubed by the Resident m the following terms " I cannot describe to 
your Highness the melancholy scenery which this place at present exhibits The 
assessments on the city are carried on with so much ngoui that the inhabitants 
fly towaids the neighbouring hills m the hope of securing their property On the 
road they are generally met by the Pindarnes, who plunder and abuse them 
These banditti carry their depredations to the very skirts of the city, and as the 
cultivation on the ground is unprotected, the Ryots are cutting it in an unnpe 
state as the only means of saving something fiom the crop ’’ 

Amidst this geneial contusion, his Highness the Peishwa remained in his 
palace, guarded by about 2000 infantry, and a corps of cavaliy Saddled horses 
were at all times kept in readiness at the diffeient gates, and every circumstance 
indicated his Highness’s extreme alarm, and his intention to quit the city on the 
occuirence ot any unfavourable event, and the distiess of his Highness’s situation 
was aggravated by his Highness’s distiust of his own troops and adherents 

Suddasheo Rao, appiehensive that the Peishwa would suddenly abandon his 
capital and leave the troops destitute of supplies and pay, earnestly entreated his 
Highness either to lepair to camp and accompany the army, or to permit two of 
Scindiah’s battalions to be stationed at Poonah in the absence of the aimy for the 
piotection of his Highness’s peison and of the city 1 he Peishwa howevei de- 
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clined both these pioposala, and, in the genuine spnit ot Mahintta policy, endca- 
vouied to avcit tlie impending dangci by opening a negotiation with Holkai, 
through Holkai’s vakeel, who still continued to frequent tlie Duibai at Poonali 

In this state of affans the minister still continued to puisue the negotiation with 
the Resident foi the conclusion of a defensive alliance with the Company, but 
under equivocations, delays, and evasions so manifest, that the Resident was at 
length compelled to declare to the minister m foimal tcims that he consideied the 
negotiation to have ceased 

On the 23d of October, 1802, Jeswunt Rao Holkai nmiehed and encamped 
within ahout eight miles of the camp of Suddasheo Rao On the evening of the 
21th, the Pcishwa despatched messengcis to Jeswunt Rao Holku with distinct 
proposals foi an accommodation, which that chieftain lejccted, and on the moin 
mg of the 25th an action took place between the advinccd annics, which tcinn- 
nated in the total defeat of the combined tioops of the Pcishwa and Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah 

The force of Holkar consisted of twenty eight battalions, touitccn of which 
weie commanded by Euiopcan ofliccrs, 5000 Rohillas, 25000 cavaliy, and 100 
pieces of cannon The foicc of Scindiah consisted only of foui ot the rcgulai bat- 
tnhons raised and disciplined by M Dc Boigne, with 20 guns attached to them, 
ai\ battalions of Rajah Ambajec, and 10,000 hoise The numbci of the Peishwa’s 
troops has not been ascertained 

The Peishwa, with a view to be piepared foi every event, had moved out at the 
commencement of the action, attended by the Zuuec Putka oi standard of thcem- 
pne, and all his remaining tioops, and at the same time despatched his mimstei to 
the Resident, with an instrument under the Pcishwa 1 b seal, declaring his llighncss’s 
consent to subsidize the pioposed number of British tioops, and engaging to cede 
to the honouiable Company for then subsistence temtory in Guzerat, and in the 
southern quarter of his Highness’s dominions or in either of those quarteis, yield 
mg an annual reienue of twenty-six lacs of lupees The minihtei at the same 
time ofteied to the Bntish Resident the fullest assurances ot the Peishwa’s inten¬ 
tion and meaning, that a geneial defensive alliance should be concluded between 
his Highness and the honourable Company on the basis of the licaty of Hy- 
deiabad 

In consequence of this transaction, the British Resident judged it to be expe¬ 
dient to suggest to the right honourable the Governoi of Port St George, and to 
tlie honouiable the Governor of Bombay, the necessity of pi sparing a body of 
tioops under the authority of those Presidencies respectively, foi tho eventual sup- 
poit of the Peishwa's government, and foi the protection of his power 

The Resident at Poonali tiansmitted a sinnlai application to the Resident at 
Ilydeiabad foi the eventual services of a considerable detachment fiom the subsi- 
diaiy force stationed with his Highness the Nizam 

At the close of the action between the armies of Holkar and Scindiah, the 
Peishwa retired with a small body of cavalry to a fortress in the vicinity of 
Poonah 

The city was left in charge of an officer of the Pcishwa, no extreme violence 
was committed His Highness's minister and the British Resident continued at 
Poonah, having settled a plan of communication with the Peishwa m the Concan, 
to which temtory his Highness directed his retreat 

This crisis of aft airs appeared to afford a most favourable opportunity for tho 
complete establishment of the interests of the Bntish power in the Mahratta 
empire The Goveinoi-Geneial waB justified in expecting the peaceable accom- 
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plishment of this impoitant object, to which the attention of the Butish Govern¬ 
ment had so long been dnected, and which was so manifestly necessaiy toi the 
complete consolidation of the British Empne in the East 
Ihe Goveinoi-Geneial tlieiefore detcimined to confiim the engagements con¬ 
cluded between the Peishwa and the Resident at Poonah, and his Excellency 
accoidmgly mstiucted the Resident to signify to his Highness the Governor- 
Geneial’s latification of the engagement, and the resolution of the Govemor- 
Gcneial to employ eveiy eftoit of the Butish power for the lestoration of his 
authonty Ihe British Resident was also mstiucted to dnect his attention to the 
impiovement ot the teims of the pioposed alliance by endeavouung to obtain the 
Peishwa’s consent to those stipulations which his Highness had hitheito rejected, 
and to such additional concessions as appealed to be expedient toi the better secu¬ 
rity and impiovement of the Butish mteiests in that quarter of India, and the 
Resident was tuither dnected to avail himself of the earliest opportunity of le- 
ducing the proposed conditions of alliance to the foim of a definite e treaty 

Instiuctions were at the same time issued to the Governors of Fort St Geoige 
and Bombay, and to the Resident at Hydeiabad, confirming the lequisition of the 
Resident at Poonah for assembling troops at the proposed stations, with a view to 
fulfil the engagements concluded with the Peishwa 

In authouzing the army at Foit St Geoige, Bombay, and Hyderabad, to 
assemble, the Governor-General was influenced by consideiations independent of 
the single object of supporting the cause of his Highness the Pernhwa 

Adveitmg to the actual state of the affans of the Mahratta empne and to the 
position, numbers and description of the troops composing the armies of Dowlut 
Rao Scindinh and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and to the desolated state of the Mah¬ 
ratta teuitoues, it appeared to be nearly certain that the tioops of Holkar or of 
Scindiah, 01 of both those chieftains, with all the hoide of professional freebooters, 
must be compelled to seek subsistence in the countries of the Nizam, the Guiko- 
wai, the Rajah of Mysore, 01 of the honourable Company 

It was manifestly advisable therefore to adopt early measures of precaution to 
guaid the frontieis of the Company and its allies fiom the inroads of these preda- 
toiy armies 

The ultimate success and ascendancy of either of the contending parties, m the 
Mahratta empire, might suggest to the ambition, pride, 01 rapacity of its leader 
the policy of directing his successful army against the possessions qf the Com¬ 
pany or of its allies, and the hazard of this contingency equally requued the 
immediate adoption of measures calculated to prevent 01 repel such an enter- 
puze 

That such designs were entertained by Holkar with respect not only to the 
teuitoues of our ally the Nizam, but to those of the Company in that quarter, 
the Goveinoi-General possessed positive mfoimatron, and it would have been 
mpiudent to have omitted any precaution in such a case The same precautionary 
measuies were also indispensably necessaiy with reference to the general policy 
of being prepared to avert the dangers of contiguous anarchy, and the res- 
toiation of the Peishwa to his legitimate authonty, under the protection of a 
powerful Butish force, was the measuie best calculated to avert all the immediate 
dangeis to which the British Government and its allies weie exposed by the situ¬ 
ation of affairs in the Mahratta empue, independently of the general or permanent 
policy of a moie intimate connection with the Peishwa 

It appealed from the despatches of the Resident, that the primary object of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar was to obtain possession of the Peishwa’s person, and to 
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compel Ins Highness to establish such an administration as might secuic Jcswunt 
Rao Holknr's ascendancy m the at ite, to the exclusion ot Do whit Rao Scuidiah’s 
influence If this plan should fail, the next piojcct of Jcswunt Rao Ilolhai was 
to invite to Poonah Ami ut Rao (son of the late Ruggoonaut Rao) to place the 
son of Amiut Rao on the Musnud, and to invest Arorut Rao with the oflicc of 
prime minister, while Jeswunt Rao Holkor should assume the gencial command 
of the tioops of the state 

The natuie of the communication which the Goveinoi Gencial lcceivod tiom 
the Resident at Poonah, on these and othu points connected is iLh the actual cusis 
of affairs, suggested to his Excellency the piopnety ot issuing the uistiuctions to 
the Resident, with inspect to the penod of time at which it would be advisable to 
order the advance of the Butish tioops, foi the puipose of effecting the icstora- 
tion of his Highness the Peishwa to the government of Poonah 

By the Resident's subsequent advices it appeared, that the Peishwa had effected 
his reheat to Mhar, a foit situated on the river of Bancoote in the Cdncan, 
and that Ilolkar despan ed of the success ot his endeavouis cithei to obtain the 
Peishwa's voluntaij 1 etui n to Poonah, or to secuic liib Ilighness’s powei I hat 
Holkar had detached a force to Jejooiy, (a foit situated in the vicinity ot Poonah, 
and being the actual lesideuce of Amiut Rao) and had biought Amrut Rao to 
Poonah, with the intention of investing him with the general administration of 
affairs, and of placing the soil of Amrut Rao on the Musnud, while Jcswunt Rao 
Holkai piopoaed to assume the geneial command of the army ot the state To 
this anangement Amiut Rao was not disposed to accede, the authonty of the 
government howevei was exercised by Holkai in the name of Amrut Rao Both 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Amrut Rao appealed extremely appiehensive of the 
Peishwa’s obtaining the piotection and suppoit of the British Government, and 
employed eveiy endeavoui to induce the Resident at Poonah to continue at that 
city, manifestly with the view to obtain the countenance of the British Govern¬ 
ment in sanctioning whatever anangement might finally be adopted, under the 
exclusion of his Highness the Peishwa fi om the government of Poonah The 
Resident however piudcntly rejected everv advance of this natuie, and pusisled 
in his lesolution to retire to Bombay, for which Piesidency he with difficulty ob¬ 
tained pei mission fiom Amiut Rao and Holkai to depart on the 28th ot November 

At the conferences holden by the Resident with Amiut Rao and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai on the eve of the Resident’s depaiturefiom Poonah, both those chieftains 
expressed their solicitude for the pieseivation of the fnendship of the Butish 
Government, and directly and earnestly appealed to the Resident for his advice in 
the existing situation of affans Jcswunt Rao Holkai expressly intimated a wish 
for the mediation of the Resident for the expieBs purpose of effecting an accom¬ 
modation with the Peishwa The Resident infoimed Jeswunt Rao Holkai that for 
this purpose it was indispensably necessary that both parties should consent to 
refer their diffeiences to the mediation of the Butish Government, but that the 
Resident could not undertake such mediation without the orders of the Governor- 
General Ihe Resident at the same time, advised Amrut Rao and Jcswunt Rao 
Holkar to explain their views by a direct application to the Governor-General 
At the Resident’s final interview with Amrut Rao, that chieftain delivered three 
letters to the Goveinoi-Geneial’s address, one from himself, the otlieis from the 
persons then exeicising the functions of ministers of the state The purport of 
those letters was to solicit the countenance and support of the Butish Govern¬ 
ment, by the appointment of & Resident in the place of Colonel Close, whose 
departure from Poonah to Bombay was represented by Amrut Rao and his minis- 
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tcrs, to be an abdication of his station of repiesentative of the British Government 
at the court of Poonah 

After the Peishwa’s arrival at Mhar, his Highness despatched two vakeels to 
Bombay with a lettei, expressing his Highness’s desne of eventually seeking an 
asylum at Bombay, and his lequest that a ship might be piepaied and sent to 
Bancoote, for the expiess puipose of conveying his Highness to Bombay or 
Bassein, it such a measuie should appear to be necessary foi the safety of his 
person Ihe honomable the Governor of Bombay complied with the latter appli 
cation, by duecting the ship Herculean to pioceed to Bancoote, and to be piepared 
for the Peishwa’s eventual accommodation 

The Resident at Poonah being apprized of these circumstances, suggested to the 
govei nment of Bombay the expediency of discouraging the Peishwa from seeking 
an asylum within the Bntish terntones, until the sentiments and intentions of the 
Govern or-Geneial with lespect to the affairs of the Peishwa should be made known, 
and the Resident recommended that the Peishwa should be adviBed to maintain his 
position at Mhar to the latest possible penod of time, consistently with the safety 
of his Ilighness's person 

Undei the determination which the Governor-Geneial had adopted of emplojing 
every effort for the lestoration of the Peishwa's authority, and m the actual situa¬ 
tion of the Peishwa’s affairs, it appeared to the Governor-General to be extremely 
desirable that the Peishwa should immediately place himself under the protection 
of the British power by retiring to Bombay 
His Highness the Peishwa being appiehensive for his safety at Mbai, pioceeded 
to Seven droog, a strong fortiess on the coast of the Concan His Highness sub¬ 
sequently embaiked at that fortress under convoy of the ship Herculean, landed 
and continued some days at an intermediate poit and thence re embarked and 
arrived in safety at Bassein on the ICth of December The Resident at Poonah 
arnved at Bombay on the 3d of that month 

On the 6th of Decembei 1802, the Resident at Poonah received the Govemoi- 
Geneial’s instructions of the 16th of November, and in consequence addressed a 
letter to Ragonaut Rao, his Highness’s minister soliciting a conference with him, 
and recommending the lemoval of his Highness the Peishwa to Bombay 

On the 30th of December, the Governor-General dnected a letter to be wiitten 
to the Resident, expressing his Lordship’s satisfaction at the appeal made to the 
Bntish power by all the parties concerned in the commotions of the Mahratta states, 
and pointing it out as a favourable opportunity for pacific mediation 

Adverting to the possibility that the Peishwa might endeavour to evade the 
conclusion of a definitive treaty, and might prefer the assistance of Scindiah to that 
of the British Government, the Resident was directed to intimate to his Highness, 
that as the Goveinor-Geneial had ratified the preliminary engagement, and proceeded 
to act in confoinuty to the obligations of it, his Highness’s refusal to conclude a 
definitive treaty on the basiB of that engagement, and to abide by its stipulations, 
would be deemed a violation of public faith, and that in such a case, his Lordship 
would adopt that couise of policy which should tend to the security of the Bntish 
Government and of its allies, and that a demand for re lmhursement of all charges 
lucuned for the service of the Peishwa would form a part of any system of 
measuies which might be adopted with that view 

On the 8th of Decembei the Resident had an inteiview with Ragonaut Rao, when 
that minister stated his Highness’s resolution to abide by his engagements, his 
intention to proceed from Choul* foi Bassein, and his desire to lemain at the latter 
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place undei the piotection of a Bntish guaid, Mi Duncan signified to the mimstci 
his complnnce with this lequcst, and informed the ministei that the force would 
consist ot 100 European mfantiy, one company of I uiopein aitillery, with its 
complement of gun lascars, and about GOO Native mfantiy On the arnval ot lus 
Highness the Peisliwa at Bosscin the Resident pioceedcd to wait on his Highness, 
taking with him the diaft of a tieaty of defensive alliance to win eh lus Highness 
aftei some discussion signified his consent A difluciice of opinion howevei 
occurred between the Peisliwa and the Resident, with lcspect to the toriitones to 
be selected foi the payment of the subsidiary force, which occasioned some delay 
in the actual conclusion of the tieaty of defensive alliance 

In the mean time the Resident transmitted to the Goveinoi-General a copy of 
the proposed tieaty On the leceipt of that document, the Governoi-General 
transmitted instructions to the Resident containing his Excellency’s lcinaiks on 
thcpioposed tieaty, and his Excellency's ducctions to pi css the conclusion of it, 
undei certain modifications pointed out by his Loidship in those instructions 

On the 2Btli of Jnnuaiy liowevci, a despatch was leceivcd fiom the Resident, 
stating that, at an audience of the Peisliwa on the Ust of Decembci, lus Highness 
had unexpectedly signified his consent to assign foi the payment of the subsidiai y 
foice the teintoues which the Rebident onginally pioposcd, and the tieaty was 
accoidingly executed and exchanged at that con fei once 

The terms of the treaty being stnctly confoimable to the tenoi of the Goveruor- 
Gcneial’s ouginal piopositions to his Highness the Peisliwa, and to the spmt ot 
the Goveinoi-General’s subsequent instructions to the Resident at Poonah, the 
tieaty was ratified by the Goveinor-Genoial in Council on the day on wlucli it was 
received Several copies of the tieaty having already been transmitted to youi 
honourable Committee,* the Goveinoi-General in Council deems it unnecessary 
to state the detail of it in this place 

The Governor-General m Council now pioeeeds to advert to the mcasuies pur¬ 
sued by the light honourable Lord Clive, the Governoi of Foit St Geoigc, in 
consequence of the suggestion conveyed to his Loidship by the Resident at Poonah, 
for the immediate preparation of a force of Bntish troops in the Carnatic, foi the 
support of his Highness the Peishwa, os noticed in the piecedmg paragraph 

The force which the light honourable the Governor of Fort St Geoige, in 
concert with Lieut -General Stuart, lesolved to assemble on the frontier ot Mysore, 
consisted of five companies ot artillery, two regiments of European, and five regi¬ 
ments of Native cavoliy, thiee regiments and six companies of Euiopcan mfantiy, 
and eight battalions of Native infantry, with an adequate proportion of field 
artillery The leasons which induced his Loidship to equip a foice ot this extent, 
are stated m a despatch fiom his Lordship of the 10th of Decembci, and ap 
peared entirely satisfactory, and the measures pursued by the light honourable 
the Goveinoi of Foit St Geoige, on that occasion appeared to the Governoi 
Geneial to be highly judicious, and obtained the Goveinoi-Gencrol’s entire ap 
probation 

Lord Clive piopeily consideied, that any body of troops which might be require! 
to advance into the Mahratta temtoiy for the aid of the Peishwa, m the cxecutioi 
of oui defensive engagements should he of sufficient strength to act independently 
and to lesist the single oi united armies ot Holkai and Scmdiali Lord Clive als. 
judged it to he probable that the lenewal of hostilities between those chieftains n 
the Deccan, would collect such a multitude of nregulai troops as in the exliaustei 
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state of the Mahratta tenitones might be compelled to violate the fiontieis of the 
Nizam's dominions, ol the ceded countries, or of Mysore, in pursuit of the means 
ol subsistence In citlici event, the judgment of the light honouiable the Govei- 
noi ol Foit St Gcoige deemed it necessaiy to prepare a force not inferior to that 
which his Loidblup, in concert with Lieut -General Stuart, had lesolved to assem¬ 
ble At the same time, the cncumstanccs to which his Loidship adverted in his 
despatches upon this subject, and those stated in the mstiuctions of the Govemor- 
Gencial to his Lordship of the 30th of Decembei 1802, piecluded all apprehension 
that hostilities would be piccipitated by the appeal once of so large a Butish force 
on the Mahiatta tiontici 

Every evcition theietore was employed by Lieut -General Stuait, under the 
oiders ot the Right Honouiable the Goveinmuit of Foit St George, to place the 
anny in a condition to advance into the Mahratta terntoiy wlienevei the state of 
the negotiations to be conducted hy the Resident at Poonah for the conclusion of a 
tieaty of defensive alliance with his Highness the Peishwa should appear to sug¬ 
gest the piopnety of that meoauie Loid Clive at the same time, accoiduig to 
the spmt of the Govemoi Geneial’s mstiuctions, directed the Honouiable Major- 
General Wellesley, who commanded the subsidiaiy foice stationed in Mysoie, to 
affoid every encomagement to the disposition which was manifested by his High¬ 
ness the Peibhwa’s southern Jaggecidars, to co operate with the Butish Govern¬ 
ment foi the support of his Highness’s cause 

Hie Governor-Geneial now deems ltpioper to attiact the attention of youi 
Honourable Committee to the affans of Hydciab&d os connected with the transac¬ 
tions and negotiations at Poonah 

The natuie of the mstiuctions issued to the Resident at Poonah under date the 
23id of June, 1803, tendered necessary conosponding instructions to the Resident 
at Hyderabad Foi the reasons stated m the instructions to the former, the Go¬ 
vernor-Geneial deemed it expedient to authorize an eventual relaxation in the con¬ 
ditions piescubed by the tieaty of Hydeiabad, concluded on the 12th of October, 

1800, for the admission of the Peishwa to the benefits of the defensive alliance 
Those conditions weie, that the Peishwa should acquiesce in the company’s arbi- 
tiation of diffeiences between the courts of Hyderabad and Poonah on the basis 
of the treaty of Mhar,* and also that the Peishwa should consent to his Highness 
the Nizam’s exemption from the payment of choute 

It was necessary to obtain his Highness the Nizam’s consent to a relaxation of 
those conditions, and instructions were accordingly issued to the Resident at Hy¬ 
derabad to employ his endeavours for that purpose 

The first conference upon this subject at Hyderabad was holden in the month of 
October following The Resident, as he had foreseen, found the court of Hyder¬ 
abad extiemcly averse to the concession required The Resident, however, after 
much piotrncted discussion, succeeded in obtaining his Highness the Nizam’s con¬ 
sent to a i elaxatron of the conditions of the Peishwa’s admission to the benefits of 
the defensive alliance upon ceitain assuiances from the Butish Government 
Those assuiances appeared to the Govcinor-Geneial to be of a nature which could 
not be continued, but this difficulty was removed by the subsequent success of the 
Resident at Poonah in obtaining his Highness the Peishwa’s assent to the pre¬ 
scribed conditions under the tieaty of Hyderabad of his admission to the benefits 
of the defensive alliance 

On receiving fiom the Resident at Poonah the application for a force to be pre- 
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paied on the frontier of the Nizam’s dominions, foi the eventual suppoit of the 
Peishwa’s cause, the Resident at Hyderabad piudentlj suggested to his Highness 
the Nizam the expediency of reinforcing the detachments of his Highness’s tioops 
stationed on his Highness’s western trontiei, to which suggestion lus Highness 
readily assented 

The Governor-Gencial m lus instructions to the Resident at Hyderabad of lGtli 
November, confirmed the requisition ot the Resident at Poonali foi the speedy 
pi eparation of a British force , and in a subsequent lettei ot instructions, under 
date the 22nd of November, 1802, the Governoi-General ducclcd that the ofhcei 
m command of the Butish foice which might be detached from Hyderabad to the 
frontier, should obey the ordeis of the Rebident at Poonah with legald to the,ad¬ 
vance of the detachment 

Previously to this penod ot time, the court of Hyderabad had frequently ex¬ 
pressed an anxious desn e foi the junction of the two battalions of native infanti y 
which by the treaty of October, 1800, weie to be added to the subsidmiy foice 
Various cucumstances had occasioned and justified the delay which had occurred 
in furnishing this additional foice * The actual situation of affairs howevei ren¬ 
dered the speedy completion of the subsidiary force an object of considerable im¬ 
portance, at the same time it appealed to be extremely dcsiiablc on military pun- 
ciples, os well as with reference to various considerations of a local and incidental 
nature, that the subsidiary force should be augmented by the addition of a regi¬ 
ment of Europeans instead of two battalions of native infanti y The Resident at 
Hyderabad accordingly pioposed to the court of Hydeiabad the substitution of a 
regiment of Europeans for the additional battalions of native infanti y stipulated 
by treaty, and with some difficulty obtained its consent to that anangement In 
expectation of the success of the Resident’s endeavours for that purpose, instruc¬ 
tions were issued by the Governor Geneialto the Right Honouiable the Governor 
of Fort St Geoige, on the 31st of Dcceinbei, 1802, directing Loid Clive to bepie- 
paied to despatch to Hydeiabad a regiment of Europeans, at the requisition of 
the Resident at Hyderabad 

Subsequently to the defeat of the combined forces of the Peishwa and Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah by the troops of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, the latter chieftain and Am- 
rut Rao addressed letters to his Highness the Nizam, and his minister Au/im Ool 
Omrah, soliciting the suppoit and countenance of the court of Hydeiabad to the 
projected revolution in the government of the Mahratta empne The couit of 
Hyderabad, in conformity to the spirit of its engagements communicated these 
overtuies to the British Resident, and piofessed its intention to be guided in the 
reception of those overtuies entuely by the advice of the British Government 
The court of Hyderabad, howevei, regaidlessof those pnnciples of equity and jus¬ 
tice which formed the basis of the pioceedings of the British Government, mani¬ 
festly indicated a disposition to suppoit the cause of the usurper The object ol 
that course of policy was to secuie for his Highness the Nizam those advantages 
from the proposed administration of Poonah which the court of Hyderabad appie- 
hended to he unattainable by the projected alliance with the Peishwa 

Jeswunt Rao Holkar and Amrut Rao subsequently notified their intention of 
despatching Babboo Fmkia (son of the late Hurry Punt Furkia) to Hyderabad, 
charged with specific overtures The question of receiving this emissary was re¬ 
ferred by the court of Hydeiabad to the decision of the Governor-Geneial, who 
wob of opinion that a refusal to receive that enussaiy would indicate a decided op- 
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position to the views and interests of Jeswunt Rao Holkai on the pait both ot the 
Bntish Govcinment and of his Highness the Nizam, and would therefore be incon¬ 
sistent with the Goveinoi-Gcneial’s solicitude to compose the existing distiactions 
in the Mahiatta empire by the means of amicable negotiation, and that with refer¬ 
ence to the accomplishment of that object, all parties should be encouiaged to ap¬ 
peal to the united counsels of the Bntish Government and his Highness the Nizam 
The Goveinor-Geneial was theielore of opinion that the emissary despatched by 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Amrut Rao should be lcceived at Hydeiabad 
The Goveinoi-Gcneial in Council heie deems it piopei to state the course of 
measures adopted in consequence of the conclusion and lfttification of the treaty of 
defensive alliance with his Highness the Peishwa 
It had always been sufficiently manifest that thepnncipal blanches of the Mali- 
latta state weie aveise to an alliance between the Bntish Government and the 
sovereign power of the Mahratta empue It was also evident that the Peishwa 
had been induced to conclude the tieaty of defensive alliance with the Bntish Go¬ 
vernment by his Highness’s conviction that no other means existed of lecovenng 
any poitom of his just authonty, 01 ot seeming the tianquilhty of his domi¬ 
nions It was possible tlieiefore that his Highness the Peishwa might he in¬ 
duced by a favourable change in the state of his affairs, and by the concunent 
sentiments ot the seveial blanches of the Mahratta empire to desne the dis¬ 
solution of the engagements which he had concluded with the Bntish Govern¬ 
ment 

In such an event it was not the intention of the Govemoi Geneial to compel 
the Peishwa to adheic to the taith of Ins engagements at the hay aid of involving 
the Company in a wai with the combined Mahratta states In pursuiug his in¬ 
tention to exeit the Bntish influence and powei loi the lestoiation of the Peishwa 
to the Musnud of Poonah on the basis ot the subsidiaiy treaty lecently concluded 
with his Highness, the Govemoi-General deemed it absolutely necessary to at¬ 
tend to the leading principles by which his Excellency’s conduct had been guided 
These weie the maintenance ot peace with the Mahiatta states, and the preserva¬ 
tion ot the internal tranquillity of the Bntish possessions 

The stipulations of tieaty on which his Excellency founded his intention to faci¬ 
litate the lestoiation ot the Peishwa, originated in a supposition that the majonty 
of the Mahratta Jaggeerdais and the body of the Peishwa's subjects entertained a 
desueof co-Opeiatmg m that meosuie Justice and wisdom precluded any at¬ 
tempt to impose upon the Mahiattas a rulei whose restoration to authonty was 
adverse to the wishes of eveiy class of his subjects The spirit of the engagements 
lecently concluded with the Peishwa involved no obligation of such an extent It 
was evident that whatever might be the success ot oui arms, the ultimate objects 
of those engagements would not he attained by a course of policy so violent and 
extieme Ills Excellency the Governor-Geneial accordingly icsolved, in the event 
of a piobahle opposition to the lestoiation of the Peishwa fiom the majority of 
the Mahiatta Jaggeerdars, and horn the body of the Peishwa’s subjects, to relin¬ 
quish eveiy attempt to lestore the Peishwa to the Musnud of Poonah 

The Govemoi-General further consideied, that even under an assurance of a de¬ 
cided support and co opciation fiom the Jaggeerdais, it would be advisable that a 
sufficient detachment of the Bntish force should advance into the Mahiatta tern- 
toiy But that the advance ot the whole of the Bntish aimy, assembled at Hurry- 
haul, into the Mahratta terntory would greatly diminish the internal security of the 
Company’s possessions m that quarter of India Such a movement wonld there¬ 
fore have been inconsistent with a principal object of that armament 
With the view therefore ot fulfilling our engagements with the Peishwa with- 
VOL v C 
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out deviating iiom the leading principles above stated, the Govcimu Genu il was 
of opinion 

Lst Tint the whole ot the suhsidiaiy loice saving with Ins Highness the Ni/nm 
should pioceed to join the tioops ot the Nizam assembled on the Nizam's western 
fiontiei, and tint the whole ot that loico sliould occupy within the Nizam’s teni- 
tory the most convenient station m the position ncaicst to Poonih, uid should be 
piepaicdat a pioptr season to advance dnectly to that capitil 
That os laige a pioportion ot the British nimy assembled at Iluirvhaul ns could 
be detached, consistently with the internal secuuty ot the British temtoncs should 
advance in conceit and coopeintion with such of the Maluatta duets nud Tnggecr- 
dais occupving the southern fiontiei of the Mnlnntta teuitory as sliould be at¬ 
tached to the Pcishwa's cause, and th it the lemauidei ot the Bntish ai my should 
maintain its position on the fiontiei of Mysou tor the combined pin pose of even¬ 
tually supporting the advanced detachment, and otpieseiving the internal tian- 
quilhty ot the C ompany’s tonitmy 

tid Hint the ldvanceil dot icluuout should pioiced hom Ilumhaul, together 
with sueli Mubiattn tenets as might unite with it, utlici to Menitch, or to my othei 
statiun wlieie the Peishwa might lie innhled to |om that toiu, 01 that the detach¬ 
ment horn llunyhaul should tnnn a jmutum with the toiiihiutd aimy ot the 
Nizam, and with the Bntish suhsidiuy tioops on the fiontiei ot the Noam's 
dominions 

Copies of those instiuctions weie toiwaidcd to the Residents at Poonuh and 
II>deiabad The Resident at Poonoli was (incited to be guided m his tuture pro¬ 
ceedings by the bpint ot the lcsolutions and intentions dcsuibcd in those mstruc 
tions, as fai as they might he applicable to the situations in which he might 
he requued to act The Goveinoi-Geneial left it to the judgment ot tlie Resident 
at PoonaU to decide the pioper pcuod of time foi the actual advance oi the allied 
aimy hom its position on tlic Ni/am’s fionticr towards Poonah , and tlu Resi¬ 
dent was informed that the commanding oflicer ot the suhsidiaiy tom would he 
dncctod to contoim to his suggestions both with regard to the time ol emnmcnc 
ing Ins maich fiorn the Nizam’s fiontiei towaids Poonah, and to any other points 
connected with the objects of the destination of that foice 

Insti uctums wei c issued to the Resident at Ilydeiabaddircctmg him to obtain the 
consent ol lus Highness the Nizam to the march of the whole of the suhsidiaiy 
foice to the hontiei of lus Highness's dominions, and to join his Highness the Ni- 
-zam's foitcs stationed m that quaitoi in conformity to the plan ot opeiutions com¬ 
municated to the Government of 1'ort St Gooige Hie Resident at Hyderabad was 
further lustiuctoil to conceit with the Resident at Poonah the position winch it 
would he advisable for the combined aimy to occupy on the Nizam's fiontier pre- 
paiatoivto its actual advance towards Poonah and the Resident at Hydciabad was 
instructed to dncct the commanding officer of the subsidiary fence to conform to 
all oideis and suggestions which he might receive from the Resident at Poonah 

The Govcinor-Geneial now pioceeils to Btatc to your honourable Committee the 
measures adopted bv the right honourable Lord Clive, under the instructions of 
2nd Febiuaiy, of which the substance is stated m the preceding and Following 
paiagraphs 

Bv those instructions the right honourable the Governor of Fort St George 
(aided by the judgment of Lieut -Gcneiol Stuart, and regulated by contingent 
events), was empowered to determine the actual period of time at which it 
might be proper for the Bntish tioops to advance into the Mahratta temtory, and 
to the extent of the toice to be detached from the mam body of the army for that 
purpose 
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Adveiting to the expediency of aecunng the eaily miival of the Butish tioops 
at Poonah, and of confiiming the favouiable disposition which had been mani¬ 
fested by the Jaggeeidais in the southern teintones of Ins Highness the Peishwa, 
as well as to the actual march of the subsidiary foice towards the Nizam’s western 
fiontiei, and to the necessity of terminating the depending negotiations at the 
eailiest piacticable period of time, Loid Clive was of opinion that the time was ac¬ 
tually anived at which it was necessary foi the Butish troops to entei the Mah- 
ratta teintoiy, and his Lordship accoidmgly, on the 27th Febiuary instructed his 
Excellency Lieut General Stuait (then piesent with the army on the fiontiei of 
Mysore), to adopt the necessary measures foi that puipose • 

In consequence of the absence ot Lieut -General Stuart fiom the Residency of 
Fort St George, Lord Clive deemed it to be necessaiy that the extent of the force 
to be detached from the mam body of the army should be deteimined exclusively 
by Lieut -Geneial Stuait’s discretion undei an additional leteience to the geneial 
spirit of the Goveinoi-General’s instiuctions of the 2nd Febiuaij 

The extensive local knowledge and influence possessed by the honouiableMajoi- 
General Wellesley, the personal mteicouise long established between Majoi-Ge- 
neral Wellesley and the Mahratta chieftains on the fionticr of Mysoie, and the 
confidence reposed by those chieftains in the appioved talents, fiimness, temper, 
and integrity of that officei, lendered him peculiarly qualified to dischaige the 
complicated duties of the command of the detachment destined to proceed to 
Poonah That important command requued the united exeition of considei- 
able military skill, and of great political experience and discietion Lord Clive 
accordingly desired that Major-Geneial Wellesley might be appointed to the com¬ 
mand of the advancmg detachment, and requested his Excellency Lieut -General 
Stuart to furnish Majoi-Generol Wellesley with instiuctions for the lemulation of 
his conduct according to the spnit of the Governoi-Geneial’s instructions 

In conformity to the foiegoing directions, Lieut -Geneial Stuart appointed a de¬ 
tachment from the main body of the army assembled at Hurryhui for the puipose 
of advancing into the Mahiatta teiritory The detachment consisted of one regi 
ment of European, and three regiments of native cavalry, two regiments of Euro¬ 
pean, and six battalions of native infantry, with a due pioportion of artillery, 
amounting altogether to 1,500 cavalry, and 6,800 infantry, and to that foice was 
added 2,500 of his Highness the Rajah of Mysoie’s horse Lieut General Stuart 
appointed the honourable Major General Wellesley to the command of that de¬ 
tachment in conformity to Lord Clive’s suggestions 

Lieut -General Stuart dnected the honourable Majoi-General Wellesley 
1st To encourage the southern Jaggeerdais to declare in favour of the Peishwa’s 
cause, to employ eveiy means to reconcile their mutual animosities, and to induce 
them to unite their foices with the advancmg detachment foi the purpose of re-es 
tabhshing his Highness’s government 

2ndly To proceed to Merntch and form a junction with the Peishwa, or if the 
Peishwa’s march to that station should be deemed unadvisable and imprac¬ 
ticable, to unite with such of his Highness’s chieftains and tioops as might be there 
assembled 

3rdly To open a communication and to form a junction with the subsidiary 
force advancmg from Hyderabad, and with the contingent of his Highness the 
Nizam 

4thly To proceed eventually to Poonah, and to establish an order of things 
in that capital favourable to the return of the Peishwa, and to the accomplishment 
of the objects of the treaty lately concluded between his Highness and the Butish 
Government 
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On Ihc ttli ot Vpnl tin 1 Goveinoi-Geneial in Counul nddiessed n lottei to tin.* 
Gcminoi of loit St Geoigc, sigmfving entile nppinb-ition ol lln mpasiues 
adopted bj hm loidship mil bj his Fvelhncv I luit Guici il Stuait, uul nt the 
solution ot tbo bonouinblL Mi|Oi-Gcnu d UIlsIcj tor tbo comnnud ol tin. 
tumps detached towauls Poonali, and containing lnstmclinns ulitm to the 
govunment of Mysore connected with the aiinngements wbuh hid In on adopted 
undu tin immediate nithoiity ol the government of l'Oit St Gecuge 

■\oni honomnble Committee was mtoimed b> tin Go\unoi-Gi in nil’s nddicss of 
the loth ot lebnmiv, ISO I, ot the appointment ot Mi Wcbbi to be Resident nl 
Nnppnre, and of Mijoi Malcolm to succeed that gentleman na Resident at Mysore 
the reasons which suggested the expediency ol that auangement with lefeicnee to 
tin state ol llt.uis m the Milnatta empne, weic stated in the injunctions to the 
light hnnnmablo the Goveinoi ot l*oit St Going! upon that sub]cet ot the 3d ot 
Tellium On tin muptolthosi mstim turns the right honourable the Goveinoi 
ofloitM Gunge piouedul to wlnpt tin nuessaiy nuimuus tor e uiymg them 
into eftut, and Ins Toidslnp at the same turn issiiul sipuate mstiuetions to Ins 
l\cillinc\ I nut -Gum d stout inti to Miiioi Mdtolm with iispeit to tin 
me ms ot cultivating inintiumnsi with tin Tiegec id us in the southern distucts 
ol the Pushwa’s dominions 

In rnntoimitv to thosi m tiintions.M ipu Maliolin letompamod tin linnomahh 
Major Gcnml "VViliesUv on ins maith to Poonali, md issistid tint ofluti in his 
negotiations with tlu Tnggieuhts mil olluus ot the Malmitti guveumnnt in tin 
southern division of his Uighmss the IVishvvu’s dominions 

As eonueeted with the plan ot opirations above desenbed, it is niussary to 
stati in this place* the pioeiedmgs ut tin Resident ntlljdeiabiul, m tmuupieuecot 
thi mstimtioiis issnul to him on tin id of lnluuaiv 

Tht Resident it ITvduibad undo standing the instructions ol the Governm- 
Goneiul with rcgaul to the advance of the whole ot the Bubsnliiu> tone m then 
litcial sensi, solmted and obtained the consent of Ins Highness tin SSi/am to the 
advance ot the whole ot that foice, but commmncatul at the same turn the objtt 
tious ol lus Highness to this uieasuu*, by which lus person and capital wroulcl hi 
left without i then nt piotection In reply to that communication, the Gove mor- 
Geneial m Ins nisti in turns to the Resident, multi date the hlh ot Manh, sigmhul 
to the Resident, that ilthnm,!i the terms ot hm l 1 \eelleiu y'a nislructurns ad¬ 
mitted the Resident's construetion, it was not lus I' \eelleniy's mteutum to duett 
the adoption of an airingiment by which the station ot Hyderabad would In lift 
destitute of British tinops The Gnu 1 nor-General, however, not being awaie of 
any ha/aid to the Bnti h inteiests at Hydciabad by the absence of then tioops 
did not think, propel to issue positive oidois tor the recall of two battalions to 
Hyderabad, toi the puipose of continuing near hm IlighnesB the Nizam’s poison 
in conformity to the piovisions of an article of the tteaty ot Hyderabad The 
Governor-General left that point to the discretion of the Resident at Hyderabad 
under reference also to the Ni/am’s wishes Ihc Governor-General at the same 
time stated his opinion that the most eligible mode of supplying the deficiency of 
British troops at Hydciabad, would be by a detachment from the army assembled 
on the frontier of Mysoie, and his Excellency accordingly apprized the Resident of 
his intention to issue provisional instructions to that effect to the government of 
Fort St George 

In conformity to that intention the Goveinor-Gcncial addressed a lettci under 
date Gth of March, 1801, to the right honourable the Governor of Fort St George, 
requesting hm Highness to suggest to his Excellency Lieut -General Stuart the ex 
peiliency of ordcung a detachment bo Hyderabad of two battalions of native 
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in fan try, provided that measure was consistent with othei military arrange¬ 
ments 

His Excellency Lieut -General Stuai t having complied with that suggestion, two 
battalions proceeded from the main army stationed on the frontier ofMysoie, and 
ainved at Hyderabad at the close of the month of Apul On the 17th of Fe¬ 
bruary, the whole of the subsidiary foice under the command ot Lieut Colonel 
Stevenson, maichcd fiom Ilydeiabad tow aids the western hontiei of the Nizam’s 
dominions for the puipose of foiming a junction with the army of his Highness 
the Nizam, and of occupying a position pieparatoiy to the advance of the Nizam’s 
army into the Mahratti teintoiy On the 2fath of March the British suhsidiaiy 
troops with the Nizam’s contingent, the whole foice being undei the command of 
Colonel Stevenson, encamped in the vicinity of Peunda, neai the Nizam’s westein 
frontier, and on the 15th of April amved at Ahloos, where it was lcinforccd fiom 
Major-General Wellesley’s army by his Majesty’s Scotch brigade, and was sub¬ 
sequently joined by the main army, under the command of Major Genci il Wel¬ 
lesley 

Previously to a statement of the proceedings of Major-Gcneial Wellesley, undei 
the instructions of his Excellency Lieut -Geneial Stuart, it may be piopci to state 
to your honouiable Committee in geneial teims the progress of tiansactions at 
the court of Hydeiabad as connected with the aflairs of the Mahiatta empne until 
the return of the Peishwa to Poonah 

A preceding paiagiaph of this despatch states the intention of Jeswunt Rio 
HolLar and Amrut Rao to despatch Baba Phuikeea on a mission to the couit of 
Hyderabad, and the substance of the Govcinor-Geneial’s instructions to the Resi¬ 
dent at Hydeiabad on the subject ot that emissaiy’s leccption On the 24th of 
Febiuaiy, Baba Pliurkeia -unved at Hyderabad The pnmniy object ol Baba 
Phurkcca’s mission appealed to be, to endeavour to detach his Highness the 
Nizam from his connection with the British Government, and to unite the Nizam 
with Jeswunt Rao Holkai m accomplishing the views which Teswunt Rao Ilolhar 
had formed for the futuie admimstiation of the Govcinment of Poonah His 
Highness the Nizam howevei distinctly declared to Baba Phuikeea his deteimi 
nation to co-operate with theBntish Government in restonng the Peishwa to the 
exercise of his legitimate authonty Baba Phuikeea being disappointed in obtain¬ 
ing the primary object of his mission, deliveied to his Highness the Nizam a state¬ 
ment of the demands of Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Amrut Rao Ihose demands 
did not materially differ from those which Jeswunt Rao Holknr had lepeatedly 
stated m writing to the Resident at Poonah To Baba Phurkeea’s statement of 
demands the court of Hyderabad replied that the intimate connection established 
between the British Government and the state of Hyderabad rcndeied it indispen¬ 
sably necessary to have the previous concurrence of the Governor General in any 
adjustment of Baba Phurkeea’s propositions , that the negotiation of all points of 
that nature had been exclusively entrusted by the Govemoi-Geneial to the charge 
of the Resilient at Poonah, but that the piopositions and demands stated by the 
Mahratta envoy should be communicated to the Governor-General for his consi¬ 
deration 

The Governoi-General’s instructions to the Resident at Poonah of the 11th of 
February, on the subject of Holkar’s demands,, appealing to his Excellency to be 
equally applicable to the propositions of the Mahratta envoy to Hyderabad, the 
Governor-General deemed it unnecessary to issue any additional instructions on 
that subject 

The communications which the Governor-Geneial at this period of time re¬ 
ceived fiom the Resident of Hyderabad, of intelligence transmitted by his High 
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ness the Nizam’s agent at the court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and obtained through 
other channels especially the information of the arrival of Jaddoo Rao Bhaskur, 
Scindiah’s confidential minister at the Court of the Rajah of Berar, and of the 
active prosecution of military preparations within the dominions of the Rajah of 
Berar, affoided to the Governor-General reason to suspect the existence of the 
confedeiacy which was afterwards disclosed, between Dowlut Rao Scindiah and 
the Rajah of Beiar for puiposes hostile to the interests of the British Govern¬ 
ment and its allies The Rajah pf Berar had himself communicated in a lettei to 
the Nizam a decided dissatisfaction at the conclusion of the treaty of Bassem, 
and the sentiments and intentions of the Rajah of Beiar were fuither manifested 
by the recal of hiB vakeels from the couit of Hyderabad 

The Governor-General m Council now proceeds to state to your honourable 
Committee the proceedin g s of Major-Geneial Wellesley under the instructions of 
Lieut Geneial Stuart 

Majoi-General Wellesley commenced his maich from Hurryhur on the frontier 
of Mysore on the 9th of March, and crossed the Tooinbudra* nver on the 12th 
The maich of the Bntish troops through the southern division of the Peishwa’s 
dominions induced the contending chieftains and Jaggeerdars to compiomise 
their differences, and afforded confidence to the oppressed inhabitants of those 
distiacted teriitones, while the concurrence of ah ranks of people in a general 
sentiment of respect for the British name, and m a desire foi the success of the 
cause in which the British Government was engaged, enabled the honourable 
Majoi Geneial Wellesley to derive abundant supplies for the aimy during the 
whole of its march This favourable impression is to be ascribed principally to 
the personal confidence reposed in the honourable Major-General Wellesley by all 
the chieftains exercising authority m that country, and to the reliance which its 
inhabitants placed on that distinguished officei’s ability, justice, and honoui 
Great merit is also to be ascribed to the judgment, temper, activity, and skill of 
Migor General Wellesley m directing the system of the supply and movement of 
the troops, m preventing plunder and every excess, and in conciliating the inha¬ 
bitants of the districts thiough which his route was directed 

The Bntish army was joined on its march by most of the chiefs and Jaggeerdars 
of those teintones No specific engagements however were concluded with 
them, but they received general assuiances that they should be lecommended to 
the particular lavoui of the Peishwa, if their conduct should continue to deserve 
it Seveial of those chiefs who weie under the Peishwa’s displeasure, were in¬ 
duced to co operate with the British troops, by a promise that the influence of the 
Bntish Government should be exerted to restoi e them to the confidence of their 
sovereign 

On the 15th of April, Major-General Wellesley effected a junction with the 
subsidiary foice and with the troops of his Highness the Nizam, undei the com¬ 
mand of Colonel Stevenson The detachments from the army of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, under the command of Futteh Sing and Meet Khan, the former of which 
had proceeded to the southward as far as Memtch, and the latter had occupied a 
position on the Nizam’s frontier, near Beejapoor, retreated gradually as Major- 
General Wellesley's army advanced The approach of M^joi-General Wellesley 
also induced Jeswunt Rao Holkar to retreat from Poonah to Chandoor, a town 
situated about 130 miles (north-east) from Poonah, and Amrut Rao alone re¬ 
mained at Poonah with about 1500 men 


* Sometimes written Tungbudra 
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Under these cncumstwces it appealed to Majoi-General Wellesley unnecessary 
to advance to Poonah all the troops destined to eflect the lestoiation ot the 
Peishwa, and as the country was much exhausted, and a geneial deficiency of 
1 01 age pi evaded, Geneial Wellesley determined to dispose of the ti oops in such 
situations that the whole might procuie foiage and subsistence, and might easdy 
foim a junction m case that measuie should appeal to be advisable Accoidingly 
Majoi-Geneial Wellesley oidered Colonel Stevenson to maich fiom his position 
near Akloos to Gaidoon, to leave neai that place within the Nizam’s dominions all 
his Highness’s troops, and to place himself with the British subsidiaij tioops in a 
position on the Beemah uvei towaids Poonah, neai its junction with the Mota- 
Mola river 

Aftei having completed these aiiangements, Geneial Wellesley continued his 
march towards Poonah by the road of Baiamooty The General had leceived 
repeated intimations fiom Colonel Close, that Arniut Rao, who stdl remained it 
Poonah, intended to plundei and burn that city on the approach of the British 
troops, and Majoi-General Wellesley ultimately leceived an urgent i equest from 
the Peishwa, then at Bassem, to detach some of his Highness’s tioops, in older to 
provide foi the safety of his Highness’s family still remaining at Poonah It was 
obvious that if General Wellesley could have prevailed on the officeis of his High¬ 
ness’s troops to march to Foonah, the force was not of a description oi of strength 
sufficientto pievent the execution of Amrut Rao’s design, and Geneial Wellesley 
determined therefoie to advance with the Butish Cavaliy and the Mahratta 
troops belonging to the Peishwa, os soon as the Butish aimy should anive withm 
the distance of a forced march from Poonah In the meantime intelligence was 
received that Amrut Rao was still in the neighbouihood of Poonah on the 18th 
of April, and that he had removed the Peishwa’s family to the foi tress of Saogur, 
a measure which was generally supposed to be preparatory to the destruction ot 
the city Majoi Geneial Wellesley theiefore marched on the 19th of April, 1803, 
at night, over a most rugged country, and thiough a difficult pass (the little 
Bhooi ghaut) about forty miles to Poonah, which city he reached at the head of 
the Butish cavalry, on the 20th of Apul, 1803, making the total distance marched 
by the cavalry, with Major-General Wellesley m person at then head, since the 
morning of the 19th (thirty-two hours) about sixty miles Amrut Rao heard of 
the maich of the Butish troops eaily on the morning of the 20th, and retired 
with precipitation, leaving the city m safety Majoi-General Wellesley and the 
British troops weie welcomed os the deliverers of the city by the few inhabitants 
who remained and those who had deserted their habitations and had fled to the 
adjoining hills duung the usuipation of Holkor, afforded a proof of their confi¬ 
dence in the Bi ltish Government by immediately returning to theu houses, and 
by lesuming then difleient occupations It is a cucumstance equally honourable 
to the British charactei, and piopitious to the British inteiests m that quarter of 
India, that the fust effects of the Butish influence in the Mahratta dominions 
should have been displayed in rescuing the capital of the empne from impending 
ruin, and its inhabitants from violence and rapine 

It is propei in this place to advert to the military arrangements adopted at Fort 
St George, after the maich of Major-General Wellesley’s army fiom Hurryhui 
towards Poonah on the 9th of March 

The main aimy continued to occupy its position on the southern bank of the 
Toombuddra, foi the combined purposes of preserving the tranquillity of the Bri¬ 
tish possessions, of protecting the ceded districts and the dominions of the Rajah 
of Mysore and those of the Nizam from toieign attack, operating as a check upon 
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the southern Jageeidars of the Mahratta empire, and of being prepared to suppoit 
the tioops in advance 

Lieut -Geneial Stuart being of opinion that the purposes above stated would 
be better effected by the advance of his ai my to a position beyond the frontier, 
and Lord Clive having concuned m opinion with that officer, the army ciossed 
the Toombuddra in the month of May, and advanced to Moodgul, a position be¬ 
tween the Kistna and Toombuddra, where it anived at the close of that month 

The extent and variety of the communications contained in the despatches from 
the Resident at Poonah to the Govemoi-General from the date of the conclusion 
of the tieaty of Bassein until his Highness the Peishwa’s return to Poonah, pie- 
clude the possibility of comprizing within the compass of this despatch a particu¬ 
lar narrative of that officers pioceedings, and of the various occuirenees which 
took place during hia Highness the Peishwa’s lesidence at Bassein Your honour¬ 
able Committee has already been furnished by the Resident at Poonah with naria- 
tives of his proceedings and of transactions in that quartet during the period of 
time above mentioned 

The Governor-General m Council, however, deems it piopei to notice the cor- 
lespondence between the Resident at Poonah and Jeswunt Rao Holkar on the 
subject of an accommodation of differences between that chieftain and his High¬ 
ness the Peishwa, and to lefei especially to the documents containing the detail of 
that correspondence 

On the 1st of January, 1803, the Resident received a letter from Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar then at Poonah, expiessing his desue of an accommodation with hit> 
Highness the Peishwa, and about the same time vakeels from Holkar aimed at 
the Peishwa’s residence, and communicated to Colonel Close the propositions with 
which they were chaiged These pi opositions were—1st That the Peishwa should 
pay to Jeswunt Rao Holkar one crore of lupees to defray the expense of his army 
2nd That his Highness should assign to Jeswunt Rao Holkai a fortress 3id 
That his Highness should cause Scmdiah to release Khundeh Rao Holkar from 
confinement, and recognize Khundeh Rao Holkar as the head and representative of 
the Holkar family These piopositions weie deemed by the Peishwa to be in the 
highest degree extravagant 

The Resident tiansmitted to the Governor-General a copy of his leply to the 
letter of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, in which Colonel Close appuzed that chieftain of 
the treaty concluded at Bassein, and advised him to state to the Govemor-Geneial 
his wishes and sentiments on the subject of the diffeiences between him and the 
Peishwa, signifying that his Excellency would be disposed to effect an accommo¬ 
dation of those differences on just and equitable principles 

In pursuance of the Governor General’s resolution to employ every practicable 
endeavour to effect the lestoration of his Highness the Peishwa by the means of 
amicable negotiation, the Governoi-Geneial on the 11th of February, 1803, issued 
instructions to the Resident at Poonah on the subject of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s 
overtures 

His Excellency concuired with the Peishwa in deeming Holkar’s propositions to 
be for the most part inadmissible That Cashee Rao’s right to succeed his father 
the late Tuckojee Holkar, was indisputable, that every demand, therefore, founded 
on a violation of that right, must be rejected That terms of accommodation 
between the Peishwa and Holkar, as far as the Peishwa was authonzed to grant, 
and policy could concede, should be offered to Holkar, that his Highness might 
even offer a sum of money to Holkar on condition of his immediate departure 
from Poonah, and that it would be advisable for his Highness to grant to Holkar 
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a fort with a jaggeer, if auch a sacrifice could purchase the tranquillity of the 
Deccan. 

The Resident was instructed to signify to Holkar that the British Government 
and the Peishwa would exert their influence to effect an accommodation between 
Scindiah and Holkar. The Resident was further directed to remonstrate on the 
injustice of Holkar 1 s demands, and to demand in the name of the British Govern¬ 
ment and of the Peishwa, that Holkar should march from Poonah, and cease to 
oppose the restoration of the Peishwa, with an intimation that if Holkar should 
refuse to listen to reasonable terms of accommodation, the allied army would 
compel his submission to the legitimate authority of his Sovereign. Correspond¬ 
ing instructions were at the same time issued to the Resident at Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah's Court, directing him to suggest to Dowlut Rao Scindiah the expediency 
of his consenting also to submit the adjustment of his differences with Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar to the arbitration of the British Government. 

The detail of the correspondence of the Resident at Poonah with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, and of his communications with the Peishwa on the subject of an accom¬ 
modation between his Highness and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, will be found recorded 
on our proceedings. It is sufficient to state in this place that Holkar’s refusal 
to relax in any material degree in his demands upon the Peishwa, and the indig¬ 
nation of his Highness at the unjustifiable conduct and exorbitant demands of 
his ’ rebellious subject precluded the success of the Resident’s endeavours to 
accomplish the objects of the Governor-General's instructions of the 11th of 
February. 

In pursuance of the instructions which he had received from the Governor- 
General the Resident at Poonah opened a correspondence with Lieut.-General 
Stuart, and with the government of Bombay; the honourable Major-General 
Wellesley and Colonel Stevenson. 

During the approach of Major-General Wellesley to Poonah arrangements were 
made at Bombay for the return of his Highness the Peishwa to his capital. The 
detachment of British troops originally appointed for the immediate protection of 
his Highness the Peishwa at Bassein was augmented at the suggestion of the 
Resident at Poonah; and was placed under the command of Colonel Murray of 
his Majesty's 84th regiment. 

His Highness reached Churchora on the 6th May, where he had on interview 
with the honourable Major-General Wellesley; and on the 13th of the same 
month his Highness, attended by his brother, Chimnqjee Appa, and by a numerous 
train of the principal chiefs of the Mahratta empire, proceeded towards the city of 
Poonah, and having entered his palace, resumed his seat upon the musnud, when 
he received the presents of his principal servants. 

With a view to preserve connection in the narrative of transactions and pro¬ 
ceedings, it is necessary in this place to advert to the progress of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah towards the Deccan, and to the negotiations between that chieftain and 
the British Resident at his court after Dowlut Rao Scindiah's arrival at Burhan- 
pore. 

. Dowlut Rao Scindiah was at Oujein, the capital of his dominions in the pro¬ 
vince of Malwa, when he received information of the defeat of his army under 
the command of Suddasheo Rao at Poonah by the forces of J eswunt Rao Holkar; 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah immediately proceeded to collect and augment his forces 
with the intention of marching against Holkar. 

. Dowlut Rao Scindiah commenced his march from Oujein iu the month of 
November, 1802, and was subsequently joined by Ambajee and the Bhyes or 
ladies of the family of the late Mahajee Scindiah, with their respective forces. 
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On the 13th of January Dowlut Rao Scindiah took possession of Mehysui, a 
puncipal city belonging to the family of Holkai On the 23rd of January Dowlut 
Rao Scinchah armed on the banks of the Neibuddah, and crossed that uver on 
the 4th of February Fiom the Neibuddah Dowlut Rao Scindiah prosecuted his 
march towards Burhanpore, where he arrived on the 20th of February 
By the Goveinor-Geneial’s Bepaiate letter to your honourable Committee of the 
24th of December, 1802, your honourable Committee was informed that the Go- 
vernoi- General had deteimmed to combine with the measuies to be adopted foi 
the lestoiation of the Peishwa to the musnud of Poonah, the renewal of the pio- 
positions of the Bntish Government to Dowlut Rao Scindiah foi his admission to 
the benefits of the defensive alliance In pursuance of this resolution the Resi¬ 
dent at Scindiali’s Couit was instructed to proceed without delay fiom Futtehghui 
to that chieftain's camp, foi the purpose of concerting with Scindiah the means of 
restonng his Highness the Peishwa to the musnud of Poonah, and of proposing 
to Scindiah the teims under which that chieftain might be admitted to the general 
defensive engagements concluded with the Peishwa 

On the 13th of December, 1802, the Governor-General received a letter from 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, notifying his march from Oujem towards the Deccan for 
the declared puipose of lestoung ordei and tianquilhty in that quarter, and ex¬ 
pressing his desire that m consideration of the fnendship subsisting between the 
Bntish Government and the Peishwa, and of the i elation in which Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah stood towards both states as guarantee to the treaty of Salbey, the Bn¬ 
tish Government would in “ concert and concuirence with him, render the corro¬ 
boration of the foundations of attachment and union, and the maintenance of the 
obligations of friendship and regaid with respect to his Highness the Peishwa as 
heretofore and conformably to existing engagements, the objects of its attention ” 
Adverting to the leserve and ambiguity which uniformly distinguish the writings 
of the Mahrattas, to the ciitical situation of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s affairs, and to 
the obvious dictates of his views and interests, the expressions above quoted were 
justly considered to contain a proposition on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindnh for 
the co-operation of the Bntish power in the lestoiation of the Peishwa to the 
musnud of Poonah m termB as direct as aie usually adopted by the Mahrattas in 
their political correspondence 

Every ground of doubt, however, on this subject was subsequently removed by 
the receipt of a copy of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s leply to the letter which the Resi¬ 
dent at Poonah addiessed to that chieftain on the 9th of January, 1803, apprizing 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah that engagements of a defensive nature had been concluded 
between the Bntish Government and the Peishwa, and that a Bntish foicc would 
be stationed within the Peishwa’s dominions agreeably to the tenor of those en¬ 
gagements, and expressing a hope on the part of the Governor-General that 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah would co-operate with the Bntish Government in its endea¬ 
vours to arrange the affairs of the Peishwa, and to restoie his Highness to autho¬ 
rity at Poonah In his leply to that lettei Dowlut Rao Scindiah addressed the 
Resident at Poonah m the following terms — 

"I have been favouied with your acceptable letter intimating that, as the lela- 
tions of friendship had long subsisted between the Peishwa Saheb Bahaudur and 
the En glish Company Bahaudur, engagements of a defensive kind were concluded 
between the two states, and that accordingly, with a view to the occuiiences that 
bad taken place at Poonah, the Nabob Governor-Geneial Bahaudur had determined 
to forward a Bntish foice to that quartei, to the end, that with my concuirence 
and co operation the refroctoiy may be brought to punishment My friend, in 
truth the ancient relations of fnendship and union which hold between the 
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different Sncaia, lequired such a design and such a co-opeiation My aimy which 
has also marched from Ougem towards the Deccan, with a view to lay the dust of 
commotion, and chastise the disrespectful, crossed the Nerbuddah under happy 
auspices on the 8th of February, and will shortly reach Booihanpore My friend 
Colonel CollinB, who agieeably to the oideiB of his Excellency the most noble the 
Goveinoi-General has left Fuiruckabad for this quartei may be expected to join me 
m a few dajs Inasmuch as the concerns of the different Sucais are one, and 
idmit of no distinction, on the ninval of my forces at Boorhanpore, I Bhall without 
leserve mate you acquainted with the measuies which Bhall be resolved on for 
the aiiangement and adjustment of affaus Goa willing, undei the divine favor 
and the co-opeiation of fnends, the mischief of the evil doerB will be effectually 
lemoved ” 

It is manifest that these words convey not only Scmdiah’s entne concurrence 
m the conclusion of defensive engagements between the Butish Government and 
the Peishwa, and the march of a British force for the restoiation of his HighnesB 
the PeiBhwa to the musnud of Poonah, but also an intention on the part of that 
chieftain to aid the accomplishment of that object, by combining the employment 
of his military force with the exeitions of the British powei 

The Governor-General in council tbeiefoie is satisfied, that at the period of time 
when Dowlut Rao Scindiah addi eased the letter to the Goveinoi Geneial, of which 
the substance is Btatedm a pieceding poiagiaph, Dowlut Rao Scindiah was soli¬ 
citous to obtain the co-operation of the Bntish Government for the destiuction ot 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s power, and foi the restoiation of his Highness the PeiBhwa, 
to the musnud of Poonah, and that the object of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s letter to 
the Goveinor-Geneial was to solicit that co operation 

But it is now evident that the ultimate view of Dowlut Rao Scindiah was not to 
lestoie the Peishwa to his HighnesB’B legitimate authonty, but to regain the 
ascendancy of the undue influence of Scindiah’s durbar in the Mxhiatta empire 
which had been loBt by the succeBB of Jeswunt Rao Holkai’s arms, and by the 
entire subveision of the government of Poonah * 

Under this application on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah foi the co-operation 
of the British powei, the Governor-General in council however, entertained a con¬ 
fident expectation of that chieftain’s cordial concurrence in the measuies -which 
might be adopted by the Bntish Government, foi the restoration of the Peishwa 
to the musnud of Poonah, which step m every view appeared to be absolutely 
necessary to the recovery of Scindiah’s affairs in the Mahratta empne 

Ill consequence of the Governor-General’s instructions to the Resident at 
Poonah, of which the substance is stated in a pieceding paiagiaph. Colonel Colima 
maiched fiom Futtehgur about the 20th of Decembei 1802, and on the 27th of 
February 1803, amved m the vicinity of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’B camp near Bur- 
hanpoie 

On the 4th of that month, Colonel Collins received a despatch fiom the Resi¬ 
dent at Poonah, communicating to him the conclusion of the treaty of BaSsern, 
and apprizing Colonel Collins that he had tiansmitted to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
information of that event Colonel Collins deemed it proper Immediately to 
announce his knowledge of that event to Dowlut Rao Scmdiab, and to inform that 
chieftain that he was authorised by the Governor- General to enter into engagements 
with him similar to thosewhich had been concluded with his Highness the Peishwa 
To this communication Colonel Collins leceived a leply fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
referring the discussion of the important points of Colonel Collws’s letter to a 
personal conference 



28 tiie governor-general in council to April, 

On the 1st of March 1803, Colonel Collms paid his first visit to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, and was received with eveiy propei mark of respect and attention 
The negotiations of Colonel Collins with Dowlut Rao Scindiah being of pecu¬ 
liar importance, as containing indisputable evidence of the unjust views and 
intentions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and of the anxiety and earnest endeavouis ol 
the British Government to accomplish the just and moderate objects of its policy 
by amicable means, the Governor Geneial in council deems it necessaiy to state 
the prop ess of those negotiations in the body of this despatch, adveitmg to the 
instructions occasionally transmitted to the Resident in the ordei of their dates 
Although Dowlut Rao Scindiah had been appnzcd by a letter which the Gover¬ 
nor General had addressed to that chieftain on the subject of Colonel Collins’s 
mission, as well as by the Resident’s letter mentioned in a preceding paragraph, 
that he was charged with propositions of an important nature, Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah protracted the commencement of the negotiation by frivolous pi etences and 
studied evasions until the Uth of March, when he afforded to Colonel Collins an 
opportunity of stating to him in general terms the propositions with which that 
officer was chaiged on the part of the British Government 

Colonel Collins Btatedto Dowlut Rao Scindiah, that he was instiucted to concert 
with Scindiah the most effectual means of restoring and securing tranquility in 
the Deccan That he was also authorized to offer to Scindiah the mediation of 
the British Government, for the purpose of effecting a reconciliation between 
Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and that the Govemor-Geneial having been 
uniformly solicitous to cement and improve the relations of amity and alliance 
which had bo long subsisted between his Highness the Peishwa, Scindiah and the 
British Government, had furthei directed Colonel Collins to convey to Scindiah an 
offer of admitting him to the benefits of the geneial defensive alliance on terms 
similar to those recently concluded with his Highness the PeiBhwa 
In reply to that communication, one of the principal ministers of Scindiah stated 
on the part of his master, that the important nature of those propositions tendered 
it necessary to dehbeiate matuiely on the answers to be letumed to them’ and 
desired that some time should be allowed for that purpose The mimstei howevei, 
accompanied this reply with assurances of Scmdiah’s disposition to meet the wishes 
of the British Government 

On the 16th of March, one of the ministers of Dowlut Rao Scindiah attended 
the Resident for the purpose of communicating to him the replies which he hod 
been directed to return to the following effect That with legal d to the propo¬ 
sition of concerting with Dowlut Rao Scindiah the most effectual means of lestonng 
and securing tranquillity in the Deccan, it was conformable to the lelations of 
friendship subsisting between the two states 
That with respect to the proposed mediation of the British Government, for the 
purpose of effecting a reconciliation between Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar, the minister had been directed to observe "that the affairs of the 
f ami l i es of Scindiah and Holkar had been one and the same from father to son, 
that heretofore differences had arisen between them, but that those differences had 
always been adjusted by themselves ” 

To Colonel Collins's remark, that what the minister had delivered was not a 
direct answ er to the first and second propositions, the minister replied, that Scin¬ 
diah had not informed him whether it was his intention to accept or reject those 
propositions, and that he had already communicated to Colonel Collins all that 
he was authorized to state on those points 
With regard to the third proposition the minister observed, that Dowlut Rao 
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Scindiah being guaiantee to the tieaty of Salbye, had been siupuzcd at the con¬ 
clusion of the late defensive alliance between the Peishwa and the Bntish Govern¬ 
ment without his previous knowledge That aftei having had a peisonaJ con¬ 
ference with the Peishwa, Scindiah would be apprized of the real state of cucum 
stances and should then act in such a mannei as might be advisable and piopei 
The argument founded on the relation in which Dowlut Bao Scindiah as gua¬ 
rantee to the treaty ot Silbye stands to the British Government and the Peishwa, 
had been anticipated and piovided for by the Governor-General*s instructions to 
Colonel Collins of the 29th of Novembei 1802, and 11th of Febiuaiy 1803 , docu¬ 
ments respectively adverted to in former paragraphs of this despatch 

On that subject tbe Governoi Geneial obseived in those instiuctions, that to 
lendei the Peishwa responsible to Scindnh foi the acts of Ins administiation, as 
the acknowledged executive head of the Mahiatta Btate, would be to leverse the 
relation which subsists between them That the Peishwa mu9t be considered at 
libeityto conti act whatever engagements he may think propei independently of 
the will of any of the infenoi members of the Mahiatta state That in his capacity 
of guaiantee to the treaty of Salbye, Scindiah was mciely authorized to bring to 
a light understanding either of the paities to that treaty which should deviate from 
its stipulations That mthat capacity he could not be consideied to possess an 
authonly to pi event the contracting paities from concluding any additional en¬ 
gagements, or even abrogating the stipulations of the treaty of Salbye by mutual 
consent, and that at all events, his inteiests and his Btation as a membei of the 
Mahratta Btate, weie sufficiently considered by the offer of admitting him to be a 
paity in the defensive tieaty with the Peishwa, oi of concluding separate engage¬ 
ments between him and the British Government on the basis of that treaty 

In answei therefore to Scindiah’s unwarrantable pietension of being consulted 
m his capacity of guarantee to the treaty of Salbye previously to the conclusion 
of any engagements of the natuie of those which had been contracted with the 
Peishwa, Colonel Collins adopted the aiguments suggested by the Govemoi- 
Geneial’s instructions 

In reply to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s intimation respecting the necessity of a per¬ 
sonal conference with the Peishwa, pieviously to any deteimmationon the subject 
of the third pioposition. Colonel Collins observed, that it appeared eithei to imply 
a doubt respecting tbe actual conclusion of defensive engagements with the 
Peishwa, of which however Scindiah had been officially apprized both by himself 
and Colonel Close, oi to indicate a design of attempting to obstruct the comple¬ 
tion of the ariangements lately concluded between the British Government and 
the Peishwa, and Colonel Collins intimated that such an intention on the part of 
Scindiah would undoubtedly be considered by the British Government, to be a 
violation of the relations of friendship subsisting between the two states To these 
observations the mimstei declared, that he was not authorized to ofler any reply 
Minutes of this conference were taken down in writing by the mimstei of Scin¬ 
diah, but the Resident did not receive any answer on the subject of them befoie 
the 24th of March, when he obtained a conference with Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
Colonel Collins opened the conference by expressing the giatiflcation which he 
derived from having apeisonal intei view with the Maharajah, and his expectation 
of obtaining a knowledge of the leal sentiments and intentions of that chief He 
proceeded to remaik, that the Governor Geneial had supposed that the friendly 
propositions with which the Resident had been charged could not fail to be pleasing 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and he expressed his regret that the indecisive nature of 
the leplies which the muustei of Scindiah had delivered to those propositions, led 
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to a belief that Scindiali’s eouit was dissatisfied with the conduct which the 
British Government had pursued in the late disturbances of the Mahiatta 
empire 

Colonel Collins then observed that the seasonable interposition of the Bntish 
Government, had not only preserved the acknowledged head of the Mahratta 
empire from deBtiuction, and fiustrated the ambitious designs of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar after the defeat of the united foices of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
Peishwaby the aims of Holkar, but had also pi evented the injury winch the dignity, 
power and interests of Dowlut Rao Scindiah must have suffered by the elevation 
of his enemies to the supreme authonty in the Mahratta cmpue, an event which 
was prevented solely by the exertions of the British Government 
The Resident concluded by earnestly lequesting fiom Scindiah the disclosuie 
of Ins leal sentiments and intentions 

In reply to the observations of the Resident, Sindiali’s mimstPis lehnquished 
then former assumption respecting the right of Scindiah, to be consulted as 
guaiantee to the treaty of Salbye previously to the conclusion of nny new engage¬ 
ments between the Bntish Government and his Highness the Peishwa, and they 
acknowledged that the measuies of the Bntish Government had been pioductive 
of great ad\antage to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, but they contended that the Peishwa 
ought to have apprized Dowlut Rao Scindiah of the teims of the tieaty which he 
had concluded with the Bntish Government 

Colonel Collins adverted to the unifoim fnendslnp manifested by the Peishwa 
towards Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and pioceeded to require the communication of 
Scindiah's answei to the friendly piopositions of the Bntish Government, and 
further to insist upon a candid explanation of Scindiah’s intentions, with regaid to 
the treaty of Bassern 

In reply Dowlut Rao Scindiah said that he could not give a decided answer to 
the piopositions of the Bntish Government previously to the result or a con¬ 
ference which he proposed to hold with the agent deputed to his camp on the 
part of the Peishwa, whose amval was shoitly expected 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah then made an explicit declaration to the following effect 
“ That he had no intention whatevei to obstruct the completion of the anange- 
ments lately concluded between the Peishwa and the Bntish Government, but that 
on the conti ary it was his wish to improve the friendship at present subsisting 
between the Peishwa, the Bntish Government and his own state ” 

"Within five days after this explicit declaration one of Scindiah's ministeis waited 
upon the Resident and stated vanous objections on the pait of Scindiah to the 
appioach of the Bntish troops to Poonah, accompanying those objections with a 
request that orders might be issued to stop their further progiess The advance 
of the Bntish troops to Poonah, however, was the necessary consequence of the 
arrangements concluded between the Bntish Government and the Peishwa, which 
Scindiah by his declaration had promised not to obBtauct Before the conclusion 
of the conference the Resident convinced Scindiah’s minister that it was not in his 
power to prevent the march of the Bntish troops, and that no refeience to the 
Supreme Government could be attended with the effect desired by Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, as the Bntish troops would be at Poonah before any orders which might 
be issued to prevent their advance could be leceived 

On the 8th of April the Resident proceeded to the durbar for the purpose of 
delivering to Scmdiah a letter which the Governor-General had addressed to Dow¬ 
lut Rao Scmdiah, m consequence of an unwarrantable demand preferred by one of 
Scindiah’s offlceis on the Court of Hyderabad foi the payment of Chout In that 
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lettei the Goveinoi -Gcnei al took occasion to offei the mediation of the British 
Government foi the adjustment of differences between Dow lut Rao Scindiah and 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai 

This lettei was leceived with demonstiations of perfect lespect, and satisfactory 
explanations were subsequently afforded on the subject of complaint, but neithei 
at that time noi at any othei did Scindiah 01 his ministers take any notice of that 
part of the Governor-Geneiai'B letter which intimated that Colonel Collms was 
instiucted to concert with Scindiah the means of effecting an amicable adjustment 
of the diffeiences subsisting between him and Jeswunt Rao Ilolkar, and all the 
efforts of the Resident to call the attention of Scindiah to that subject were 
ineffectual It appeared to Colonel Collins at this meeting that the Couit of 
Scindiah was both alarmed and displeased at the advance of the British army 
towaids Poonah 

On the 18th of April, Eetul Punt, the penon who subsequently negotiated at 
Seije-Anjengaum the tieaty of peace concluded by Major-Geneial Wellesley with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, waited upon the Resident accompanied by the mimstei who 
had before conducted the conferences with Colonel Collins Eetul Punt com¬ 
menced by asserting the light of Scindiah, as guarantee of the treaty of Salbye, to 
have been the mediatoi between the British Government and the Peishwa in the 
treaty of Bassem The Resident lefened him to the answei which had foimeily 
been given to this pretension 

Scmdiah’s minister then observed, that the advance of the British troops had 
cieated doubts and suspicions in Sclndiah’s Duibai In the couiBe of this con¬ 
ference, which was maihed by a great degiee of intempeiance and offensive 
violence on the pait of Eetul Punt, that minister, with an extraoidinary elevation 
■and insulting tone of voice, demanded whether it was intended by the tieaty of 
Bassein to take the tuiban from the head of Dowlut Rao S cindiah i 

Colonel Collins in leply assuied him of the amicable intentions of the Bntish 
Government, and answered his objections to the advance of the Bnti 9 h force 
to Poonah by aiguments similar to those which he had used on a preceding 
occasion 

On the 4th of May Scindiah maichfed from the vicinity of Boorhonpore, and the 
Bntish Resident, at Scindiah’a expiess desue, followed on the 5th 

It is necessary in this place to observe, that as eaily as the 27th February, the 
day of the Resident’s arnval in the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, Colonel Collms 
received intelligence of the formation of a confederacy between Scindiah and othei 
Mahiatta Chiefs, for puiposes hostile to the British Government and its Allies 
Jadoon Rao, Scmdiah’s pnme minister, had been deputed on the day preceding 
the airival of the British Resident, to the Court of the Rajah of Berar The 
nephew of that mimstei was shortly after despatched to the Peishwa for the pur¬ 
pose of remonstrating with him on his conduct m the conclusion of the treaty of 
Bassem and about the same period of time vakeels ainved m Scindiah’s camp 
ftom Holkai, with instructions to negotiate an adjustment of their differences 
The subsequent information which the Resident collected, tended to corroborate 
his belief of the existence ot an hostile confederacy The Rajah of Berar had taken 
the field with a large army, at the instigation of the minister of Scindiah, and the 
declared object of Scmdiah’s march from Burhanpore was, to meet the Rajah of 
Berar for the purpose of consulting with him on the situation of affairs 

The existence of any such confederacy, however, appeared to the Governor- 
General to be a subject of considerable doubt Adverting to the local situation, 
comparative power and resources of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, it could not 
readily be oeheved that those chieftains entertained any design to attempt the 



32 THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL TO Apil], 

subveision of the Peishwa’s government 01 the tieaty of Bassem, at the despeiate 
hazard of a war with the British powei It appeared to be piobablc, if such a, 
combination had been actually formed, that its object was restricted to pui poses 
of a defensive natuie, without involving any views of hostility At the same time 
the infoimation which the Governor-General had received at the beginning ot the 
month of May, both from the Resident at Scindiah's Couit and from Hydeinbad, 
of the disposition of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and of his intended march with the 
whole body of his foices to Poonah, and the mmoui of the confedeiacy between 
that chieftain and the Rajah of Berar, directed to the subversion ot the treaty ol 
Bassein, rendered it expedient to provide, by early measures of precaution, against 
eveiy possible contingency His Excellency therefore lesolved to demand from 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah immediate and Batistactoiy demonstrations of his pacific 
intentions 

At that peiiod of time, although his Highness the Peishwa had not actually 
returned to hiB capital, the information which the Governor-General had received 
of the retreat of Jeswunt Rao Holkai fiom Poonah, of the near approach of the 
British troops under the command of Majoi Geneiol Wellesley to that city, and 
of the progress of othei arrangements which had been adopted foi the suppoit ot 
the Peishwa’s cause, justified his Excellency m a conviction that the restoiation 
of the Peishwa to his legitimate authority was at that moment either actually 
accomplished, 01 seemed beyond the hazaid of failuie, exclusively by the exeitions 
of the Bntish Government 

While Jeswunt Rao Holkar continued at the head of a powerful aimyin the 
vicinity of Poonah, and maintained in the Mahratta State the ascendancy which 
he had acquned by his successful rebellion against the authority of the Peishwa, 
and while the result of the measures adopted by the British Government at the 
solicitation of the Peishwa, foi his Highness’s restoration to the musnud of Poonab, 
continued in suspense, Dowlut Rao Scindiah would have discharged his duty as a 
feudatory chieftain of the Mahiatta empire, m directing the exertion of his power 
to the extinction of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s rebelhon, and to the support ot the 
supreme executive authonty of the state, and the cooperation of his «umy with 
the British troops might have been eventually necessary for that purpose But 
Scindiah having, m fact, made no adequate effort against the powei of Holkai, and 
the appioach of the Bntish aimy towards Poonah having induced Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai to abandon his design of effecting a 1 evolution in the Peishwa’s Govern¬ 
ment, and to retnewith his troops from that capital, and the promptitude nnd 
energy of our opeiations having secured the lestoiation of the Peishwa to his 
legitimate authonty without the aid of Scindiah, the piosecution of that chieftain’s 
march to Poonah for the purpose either of supporting the cause of the Peishwa, 
or of providing foi the Becunty of his own power and dominions againBt the 
ambitious projects of Jeswunt Rao Holkar had then become unnecessaiy, and 
under these circumstances the perseveiance of Dowlut Rao Scindiah in his in¬ 
tention of marching with his army to Poonah could have no other object than the 
subversion of the arrangements lately concluded between his Highness the Pei9hwa 
and the Bntish Government, and the leestabhshment of his own usurped ascend¬ 
ancy in the state of Poonah Ills Excellency the Governor-General therefoie 
deemed it necessary to preclude the adoption of any designs on the part ot Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, of a nature hostile to the British interests, by lequinng Scindiah 
either to return with his troops to the northward of the Neibudda, or to afford 
some othei unequivocal proof of his intention to refrain from any attempt to dis- 
turb the arrangement concluded between the Bntish Government and hiB Highness 
the Peishwa 
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The Goveinoi-General theretoie issued instructions to the Resident at the 
Couit of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, on the subject of a remonstiancc to be addiessed 
to that chieftain, founded on the bails of the pieceding observations 

The Resident was dnected to communicate to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah the whole 
of the treaty of Bassein, to explain to him in the fullest mannei the geneial pnn- 
ciples on which it was founded, and the just and moderate views to which it was 
dnected, and the Resident was particularly instiucted to ob&eive to that chieftain 
that the treaty of Bassein piovided the most effectual secuuty for the preset vation 
of the lespective interests and possessions of all the Malnatta chieftains, within 
the limits of then sepaiate dominions and authorities, and that the treaty con¬ 
tained an explicit disavowal of any intention on the part eithei of the Peishwa or 
the Bntish Government, to molest any of the Mahintta chieftains who should not 
place themselves in the condition of a public enemy by the adoption of mcasuies 
hostile to the rights and interests of the British Government and its allies That 
no light oi power to mteifeie in the internal concerns of any of the Mahratta 
chiefs could be denved from the stipulations of the tieaty beyond the limits of the 
Peishwa’s legitimate authority, and tlint the objects of tbe Govemor-Genei al m 
concluding the treaty of Bassein, weie to secure the Bntish dominions, and those 
of our ally the Nizam, fiom the dangers of contiguous anaichy and confusion, to 
fulfil the duties of friendship towaids our ally the Peishwa, and to piovide at the 
same time for the safety of the seveial branches of the Mahratta empne, without 
disturbing the constitutional foim of the state, and without affecting the legitimate 
independence of its feudatory chieftains, and that this couise of policy must tend 
to strengthen the bonds of amity and alliance with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, as well 
as with every othei bi anch of the Mahratta power 

Although Dowlut Rao Scindiah might be expected to admit the j usticc. aud mo 
delation of oui views in concluding the leccnt alliance with the Peishwa, and to 
be satisfied that his lights and independence would not beendangeied by the oper¬ 
ation of the treaty of Bassein, it could not be expected that he would be imme¬ 
diately disposed to subsenbe with coidiality to an aimngeraent by which the 
piomotion of his known projects oi ambition would be effectually controlled, 
and his ascendancy in the state of Poonah would be permanentlj excluded 
Ihe Resident therefoie was dnected to obseiveto Dowlut Rao Scindiah that his 
ascendancy at Poonah. had in fact been already annihilated by the success of 
Holkar, which had also greatly endangered even the existence of Scindiah as a 
power in India, and that if aftei the lestoration of the Peishwa to his Highneas’sle- 
gitimate authonty due limitations weie opposed to the usuipations of Scindiah, as 
well as to those of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, upon the established powei of the Mali 
latta empire, Scindiah should leflect, that by submitting to that sacrifice he 
would acqune additional secuiify for his own legitimate powei, and that he had 
alieady denved the pieservation of a consideiable part of his dominions fiom the 
check which had been opposed to the piogiess of Holkai’s anny 
Ihe Resident was also particularly instructed to oppose any attempt on the pait 
of Scindiah to contest the right of the Peishwa to conclude political engagements 
with any foieign power without the previous consent and concurrence of the feu¬ 
datory chieftains That right, the Goveinoi-Geneial observed, could not justly 
be contested by any aiguments denved either fiom the original constitution of the 
Mahratta empire, or from the actual practice of the several chieftains composing 
the Mahratta confederacy Upon this question hiB Excellency stated that the ex¬ 
clusive right of concluding treaties and engagements with foreign states, not of a 
nature to compromise the sepaiate nglits and interests of the feudatory chieftains 
of the empne must be considered to be inherent in the supieme executive autho- 
VOL V D 
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ntyofthe Mahiatta state, and that it might even be a question whether the 
Pelshwa, acting in the name and undei the ostensible sanction of the nominal 
head of the empire, might not conclude treaties which should be obligatory upon 
the subordinate chiefs and feudatories without their concurrence That even 
under a contrary supposition it would be absurd to regulate any political question 
by the standard of a constitution which time and events have entirely altered or 
dissolved That the late Mahajee Scmdiah, aAa his successoi, Dowlut Rao, had 
uniformly exercised the poweis of independent dominion by making wai on the 
neighbouring states, by concluding engagements with them, and by regulating 
the whole system of then administration without the participation or previous 
consent of the Peishwa, whose supremacy however both Mahajee Scindiah and 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah have uniformly acknowledged That Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
theiefore could not, even on the supposed principles of the original constitution, 
deny the right of the Peishwa to conclude his late engagements with the British 
Government independently of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s concunence without im¬ 
peaching the validity of hiB own proceedings and those of his predecessoi, nor 
could he, accoiding to the moie admissible mles derived from piactice and pie- 
scnption justly 1 efuse to admit the exeicise of those independent lights of dominion 
on the part of the Peishwa, which both Scmdiah and his predecessor assumed m a 
condition of acknowledged subordination to his Highness’s paramount authority 

With regaid to the Rajah of Berar the Governor General obseived, that under 
the cncumstanceB of his known pretensions to the authority of the Sahoo* Rajah, 
the Rajah of Bern’s h acknowledgement of subordination to the paramount autho¬ 
rity of the Peishwa might be doubted, but that in propoition as the Rajah of 
Berar disclaimed the supremacy of the Peishwa he had less right to interfere in any 
degree in the Peishwa’s concerns That the Peishwa must be considered by the 
Rajah of Berar either as the representative of the Rajah of Beiai’s paramount so 
vereign, or as an independent state in amity with the Rajah of Berar, or as a power 
acknowledged by every other state in India, but which it was the secret design of 
the Rajah of Berar to subvei t with a view to supersede its authonty for his own 
aggrandizement and that in any of those cases, and more especially in the last, the 
other powers of India could not admit the right of the Rajah of Berar to control 
the Peishwa's intercom se with other states, unless the Peishwa shall attempt to 
injure the independence of the Rajah of Berai 

The Governor-General further observed, that the aiguments which dispioved the 
validity of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s pretentions to be consulted in the conclusion 
of any engagements of a political nature between the PeiBhwa and a foreign state 
were equally applicable to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s assumption of aright to interfere 
in any manner in the airangement concluded between the British Government and 
the Peishwa, or in the futuie administration of his Highness’s affairs, and the Re¬ 
sident was accordingly directed to repel any arguments tending to justify such in¬ 
terference 

The Governor-General’s instructions stated that the interposition of the British 
power for the restoration of the Peishwa, and the conclusion of the late alliance 
with the state of Poonah were acts not only warrantable upon every principle of 
justice and of the law'of nations, but indispensably necessary to the preservation 
of the integrity of the Mahratta empire, and to the secuiity of the legitimate 


* The nominal head of lie Mahratta empire, in whose name the Peishwa pro¬ 
fessed to exercise supreme dominion Peishwa signifies leader, or prune minister 
+ The Rajah of Berar was distantly related to the Sahoo Rajah 
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lights and inteiests of its respective blanches, and especially of Scindiah That 
those lights and interests weie effectually secuied by the teims of the alliance, and 
consequently that any attempt on the part of any othei state 01 o-hieftam to 
distuib the operation of the tieaty of Bassein might justly be consideied to be an 
act of hostility against the Butish Government 

That under all these circumstances thei efore we possessed an undoubted right 
to requue that Dowlut Rao Scindiah should affoid the most unequivocal proofs of 
his resolution to abstain hom the adoption of any measures calculated to impede 
the accomplishment of the late anangements in the Mahiatta state, and that 
the most satisfactory evidence of that intention would be the immediate 1 eturn of 
Scindiah to his dominions north of the Neibudda 

That his continuance in his actual position without any assignable motive con¬ 
nected with the secunty of his lights 01 the exigency of his affans must be consi¬ 
dered to indicate designs injuiious to the combined inteiests of the British Go¬ 
vernment and its allies, and would tender neccBsaiy the immediate adoption of the 
most active measures to compel hiB letuin within the limits of his noithein 
dominions 

The Resident was also directed to inform Dowlut Rao Scmdn.li that Ins pio- 
ceedmg to Poonah at the head of his army under any pretext whatevei excepting 
undei the express permission of the Peishwa, appioved bv the British Govern¬ 
ment, would infallibly involve him m hostilities with the British pow er 

The Resident was furthei appnzed that the infoimation winch his Excellency 
the Govemoi-General had leceived of a piojected confederacy between Scindiah, 
the Rajah of Beiar, and JeBwunt Rao Holkai, lendeitd it neccssaiy m his Excel¬ 
lency’s judgment that Scindiah should be lequned eithei to disavow such intended 
confederacy, 01 distinctly to declaie the object of it, and m the event of Scindiah’s 
avowing an intention to march for the puipose of meeting the Rajah of Beiar 
without affording a satisfactory explanation with legaid to the object of that pro¬ 
ceeding, the Resident was directed to intimate to Scindiah, that in the actual 
situation of affans the Butish Government would be justified in consideiing that 
proceeding to be dnected to purposes hostile to its interests and to those of its 
allies, and would be compelled to adopt coi responding measuies of precaution 
and defence The Resident wis fuither dnected to signify to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
that his intended interview with the Rajah of Berar would not be consideied as a 
sufficient plea foi postponing his return to Ilindostau unless preceded by the moBt 
satisfactory proofs of the pacific designs of those chieftains The Resident was 
also directed to infoim Scindinh that his Excellency the Governor General had 
addressed a representation in the spmt of these instructions to the Rajah of Beiar, 
and had expressed to that chieftain the resolution of the British Government to 
anticipate any sinister pioject on the pait of the Rajah of Bein with the utmost 
degiee of piomptitude and alacrity 

The Resident was further instructed to take that opportunity to renew the Go¬ 
lf ernoi General's propositions to Scindiah foi the conclusion of a defensive alliance 
with the Company, mfoiming Scindiah that his Excellency was disposed eithei to 
a d mi t Scindiah as a contracting party to the treaty of Bassein, or to conclude a 
separate subsidiary alliance with Scindiah, and stating to Scindiah the manifest 
advantages to the stability of his government and to the prosperity of lus affairs 
which the proposed connection was calculated to secure 

The Resident was at the same time directed to apprize Scindiah of the deter¬ 
mined resolution of the Governor General to resist with the full foi ce and energy 
of the British power any attempt on the part of Scindiah or on that of any other 
power 01 state to obstruct the operation of the treaty of Bassein, or to injure the 
interests of the Butish Government oi of its allies, and that the formation of any 
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confedeiacy 01 the piosecution of any military operations on the part of Scindiah in 
opposition to the repeated lemonstrances of the Butish Government would compel 
the British Government to resoit to aims on every pait of Scindiah’s frontier 
The Resident was also directed to apprize Dowlut Rao Scindiah that any attack 
on the possessions of our ally the Nizam would be consideied to be an hostile 
aggiession against the British Government, and would be leBented with the whole 
foice of the Butish power 

The Resident was at the same time instructed in the event of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah's uigmg the necessity of his pioceeding to Poonah for the adjustment of 
his claims on bis Highness the Peishwa, to offer the mediation of the British Go¬ 
vernment foi that purpose The Resident was also dnected to lepeat the offer of 
aibitrating Scindiah’s differences with Jeswunt Rao Holhar The Resident was 
fuithei directed to tiansmit to the honouiable Major-General'Wellesley the ear¬ 
liest intimation of the lesult of the prescnbed remonstiance, for the regulation 
of that officers conduct These instiuctions were dated the 3id of June 
With a view, however, to communicate to Colonel Collins the sentiments and 
intentions of the Goveinoi Geneial with the least piacticable delay, notes con- 
tuning the substance of the piecedmg detail weie tiansmitted to Colonel Collins 
for his guidance on the 5th of May Corresponding instiuctions weie at the same 
time issued to the honourable Major General Wellesley and to the Resident at 
Poonah, which will be noticed m a subsequent pait of this despatch 
With a view to support the representations of the Resident, the Govemor- 
Gcneial deemed it pioper to accompany his detailed instructions to the Resident 
of the 3rd of June, with a letter to Dowlut Rao Scindiah In that letter the 
Goveinoi-General took occasion to advert to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s avowed con- 
cunence in the expediency and wisdom of the measures undertaken by the British 
Government for the restoration of his Highness the Peishwa to the musnud of 
Poonah, and to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s explicit declaration of his intention to 
lefiainfrom anv measures calculated to obstruct the completion of the arrange¬ 
ments established undei the tieaty of Bassein, and expressed a disposition to 
discredit the repoits which the Go\emor-Geneial had leceived of the hostile de- 
°ign of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, obseivmg, however, that 
the information which his Excellency had received of Scindiah’s march towards 
the frontier of his Highness the Nizam, and of the Rajah of Berai’s having en¬ 
tered his tents for the express puipose of proceeding to meet Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah, compelled the Govemoi-General to dnect his attention to those reports, 
and rendered necessary a candid declaration of hiB Excellency’s sentiments and 
resolutions in the event of Scindiah’s actually entertaining the design of mter- 
feiing between the British Government and its allies, 01 of violating the rights of 
the honouiable Company, or of any state m alliance with it The Governor- 
General then proceeded to explain the geneial punciples of the treaty of Bassein, 
the just and moderate views to which it was directed, and the security which it 
affoided to the just rights and legitimate authority of the feudatories of the 
Mahratta empue, and declaied the lesolution of the British Government to accom¬ 
plish the provisions of the treatv concluded with his Highness the Peishwa against 
any meditated opposition, expressing at the sarhe time the solicitude of the British 
Government to maintain the relations of amity and peace with Dowlut Rao Scin- 
dioli, unless the conduct of that chieftain should compel the Butish Government 
to adopt a conti aiy couise This letter contained substantially all that the Resi¬ 
dent wis dnected to state to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
The information of the projected confederacy rendered it equally expedient to 
address a lemonstrance to the Rajah of Berai Mr Webbe, who had been ap¬ 
pointed to the situation of Resident at the couit of the Rajah of Berar, having 
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been detained foi puiposcs connected with the public seivicc it loit St Gomge, 
no Butish repiesentative then resided at that chicttain's couit Ills Excellency 
the Governor Geneial theietoie conveyed his intended remonstiance to the Rajah 
of Berai exclusively by letter 

The Governor-General commenced his lettei to the Rajah of Beiai by adverting 
In geneial teims to the lccent transactions at Poonah His Excellency obseived, 
that at the period when the Peishwa had been compelled by the violence and 
usuipation of Jeswunt Rao Iloltai to abandon his capital and to letuc into the 
Concan, his Highness solicited the aid of the Butisli Government foi his lcstoia- 
tion to his just authonty in the Mahiatta state, and that Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
alaimed at the success of Jeswunt Rao Ilolkai, had solicited the co-operation ot 
the Butish aims foi the same important object, both his Highness the Peishwa 
and Dowlut Rao Scindioh being convinced that the intci position ot the Butish 
Government at that cnsis was indispensably necessaiy for the pieseivation ot the 
Mahiatta empne fiom the impending evils ot anaichy and confusion 
That the British Government, anxious to pieseivc the Mahiatta empne fiom a 
condition ot anaichy, which must have pioved highly dangeious to all the con¬ 
tiguous states of India, readily consented to the united wishes of his Highness 
the Peishwa and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and that his Highness accoidinglv pio 
ceeded under the protection of the British Government to Bassein, and subsc 
quently concluded a treaty with the British Government calculated to seeme the 
stability of his just authority, the rights of the suboidinate chieftains, and the 
future tranquillity and prospenty of the Mahratta state 
That foi the accomplishment of this airxngement a detachment ot Butish 
troops had piocecdedto Poonah, and that the Butish subsidiary foice serving with 
his Highness the Nizam’s tioops was assembled on the frontier of the Nizam’s 
dominions foi the same puipose 

That the measures adopted b> the British Government for the restoration of 
his Highness the Peishwa to his legitimate authonty had induced Holkar to retne 
with his troops fiom Poonah, and had lenioved every obstacle to the restoration 
of the Peishwa to his capital and to his lights That the attention of the British 
Government theiefoie would be immediately dnected to the complete accomplish¬ 
ment of all the provisions of the ticaty of Bassein, of which a copy was enclosed 
for the Rajah’s information 

That an examination of the articles, of that treaty would demonstiate its justice, 
moderation and honouiable policy, and that a review of the late transactions in 
the Mahratta empne would be sufficient to convince the Rajah that the mterposi- 
tion of the aid of the Butish Government foi the lestoratiBn of the Peishwa to 
the government of Poonah far from having a tendency to subveit the order of the 
Mahiatta state afforded the only means of averting confusion, and of providing 
for the futuie secuuty and tionquillity of every blanch of the Mahratta power 
The Governor General dnected the attention of the Rajah of Beiar to the ope¬ 
ration of the treaty of Bassein, m affoiding additional security to the just rights 
of the several feudatories of the Mahiatta state The Governor-General asserted 
the right of his Highness the Peishwa to contract with foieign poweis all such 
engagements as should not affect the separate rights and interests of the feudatory 
chieftains The Rajah of Beror was theiefore apprized that any attempt on the 
part of any state or power to obstruct the operation of the treaty of Bassein 
would be deemed on act of hostility against the combined interests of the British 
Government and the Peishwa 

The Govemoi-General then proceeded to state the objects of the Bntisn Go¬ 
vernment in concluding the treaty of Bassein, in terms similar to those contained 
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m the Goveinoi Geneial’s letter to JDowlut Rao Scindiali, and described also m 
his Excellency's instiuctions to the Resident 

That the Governor General was disposed to enter into engagements similar to 
the treaty of Bassein with the Rajah of Berar, but that the Rajah’s rejection of 
that offer would pioduce no change m the amicable disposition of the British 
Government towaids the state of Berar 

That the Governor General had been informed that tbe Rajah of Berar viewed 
the conduct of the Bntish Government in the restoration of the Peishwa with 
jealousy and suspicion, and entertained a project of forming a confederacy for the 
purpose of frustiating the beneficial opeiation of the tieaty of Bassein 

That although the chaaacter of the Rajah piecluded implicit credit to this report, 
it was proper to declare distinctly that any military preparation on the part of the 
Rajah o> any combination directed to the subveision of the arrangements lately 
concluded with the Peishwa would be followed by measures of precaution and 
security on tbe pait of tbe Bntisb Government 
The Governor General concluded by requesting a speedy and amicable reply 
to his Excellency’s letter 

Under the expectation of the peaceable lestoiation of his Highness the 
Peishwa to the Musnud of Poonah, the Governor-General deemed it highly expe¬ 
dient to furnish the honourable Majoi-General Wellesley and the Resident at 
Poonah without delay with specific instiuctions for the legulation of then con¬ 
duct after the return of the Peishwa to his capital 

With these instiuctions weie necessarily combined the Governor-General’s 
directions (corresponding with those issued to the Resident at Scindiah's court on 
the 5th of May) for the regulation of the honourable Major-Geueial Wellesley’s 
conduct in the event of Scindiah and the Rajah of Beiar disregarding the earnest 
remonstrances of the Governor Gcneial 

The Governor General took that occasion to explain m general terms the prin¬ 
ciples on which the treaty of Bassein was founded, and the scope of his Excel¬ 
lency's views and intentions in concluding that important arrangement 

His Excellency obseived that the destruction of the hostile powei of Mysoie, 
accompanied by the consolidation of oul alliance with the court of Hyderabad, 
left no possihle antagonist to the Bntish Government among the natives states in 
India, excepting the Mahratta power 

That the Mahiatta states, unconnected with any European ally, could not be 
consideied foinudable to the Bntish Government, excepting m the event of an 
actual union of the feudal chiefs under an efficient sovereign power, or m the 
event of a revolution which should unite the command of the resources of a large 
portion of the Mahratta territory m the hands of an active and enterpnzmg chief 
That although such events might have been encounteied without apprehension 
by tbe British Government in the commanding posture of its foieign relations, 
and irt the vigorous condition of its internal lesources and concentrated strength, 
it was obviously prudent to employ every endeavour to effect such an arrangement 
as should pieclude the union of the Mahrattah states under any circumstances 
which might menace the interruption to the tianquilhty of our possessions oi of 
those of our allies and dependants, especially of the Nizam and the Rajah of Mysore* 
That the most effectual anangement with a view to this important object 
appeared to be, an intimate alliance With the acknowledged sovereign power of the 
Mahratta empire, founded upon principles which should render the Bntish in¬ 
fluence and military force the mam suppoit of that power Such an arrangement 
appealed to afford the best security for pieserving a due balance between the 
several stales constituting the confederacy of the Mahratta empne, as well as for 
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pi eventing any dangeious union 01 diveision ot the lcsouices ol that empne ihe 
pnncipal object theicfore to be accomplished by the treaty of Bassein was the 
prevention of any hostile union of the Mahratta states under the sovereign powei 
of that empue against the British Government or its allies 

The same policy requued that the operation of the treaty should be so directed 
as to pi event the aggiandizement of any individual chief, or the combination of 
any number of chiefs, undei cncumstances adveise to the authority of the 
Peishwa or to the tranquillity of the territoneB of the Company, its dependents, 
and allies, but that it was neither consistent with the principle, nor necessaiy to 
the objects of the treaty, to exercise any influence in the internal affans of the 
Peishwa’s immediate government of a natuie injuiious to his dignity and mde- 
pendence, or offensive to his piejudices or pude The Resident was directed to 
endeavoui to satisfy his Highness, that his leal and legitimate powei was effec¬ 
tually secured by the alliance and that he might confidently expect under the 
operation of his engagements with the British Government to enjoy that tran¬ 
quillity and secunty, accompanied by respect and honour, which he has never 
experienced undei the degiading influence of his own subjects, servants, or feuda¬ 
tory chieftains, and which he could never have attained under the protection 
of Scindiah, or of the Rajah of Beiar, or undei any pacification with Holkar or 
with Amrut Rao 

In demonstrating to the Peishwa the benefits of his new alliance, the Resident 
was directed to advert to the advantages which had been enjoj ed by the Nizam, 
since the conclusion of similar engagements with the British powei, and to 
describe the uniform disposition which the Butish Government had manifested 
to maintain, inviolate, the dignity and honoui of the Nizam, and to abstain fiom 
any infringement of his Highness’s just authonty within his own dominions 

While the stipulations of the tieaty of Bassein were calculated to protect the 
authonty of the Peishwa from the encroachment of the feudatory chiefs, the most 
effectual security was also provided foi the preseivafion of the respective interests 
and possessions of those chiefs within the just limits of their separate dominions 
and authorities 

That it was also a pnncipal object of the treaty of Bassein to prevent the sove¬ 
reign power of the Mahratta states, or the powei of any gieat branch of the 
Mahratta empire from passing into the hands of France To this object in all its 
relations, the constant and umemittmg vigilance of the Resident was directed 

With these views and intentions, and under the actual circumstances of the 
Peishwa’s government, the attention of the Resident and of the houourable Msjoi- 
General Wellesley was particularly directed to the following objects 1st The 
restoration of his Highness the Peishwa to the due exercise of his regular autho¬ 
nty in the Mahratta empire 2ndly The effectual exeicise of the right of me¬ 
diation and guarantee acquired by the Bntish Government under the ti eaty of 
Bassem, or originating in the measures adopted by the British Government for 
the restoration of his Highness the Peishwa to the Musnud of Poonah, without 
exciting the jealousy 01 offending the pnde of the Peishwa or other Mahratta 
chieftains Under this head was classed the exertion of the Resident, and Majoi 
General Wellesley’s endeavouis to mitigate the resentment of his Highness 
against Amrut Rao and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and to obtain from his Highness 
such concessions m favour of each of those chieftains as might be calculated to 
conciliate their submission to his HighneBs’s authonty 

Sdly To establish the subsidiary force in exact conformity to the treaty, and 
to provide for the letum of the remainder of the forces employed in the restora¬ 
tion of the Peishwa to their respective stations, or for the disposal of such part of 
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those forces as it might be necessary to employ foi the completion and security of 
the airangcment concluded with his Highness the Peishwa 

4thly To piovide foi the security of his Highness the Nizam's dominions 
against any attack on the part of Scmdiah, or of Holkar 

5thly lo provide for the complete occupation by the Company’s officeis of 
the distncts ceded by his Highness the Peishwa 

The detail of the Governor-General’s instructions foi the accomplishment of these 
objects will he found m a letter to the Resident at Poonah recoided on our 
proceedings The information however, which the Governor General had at that 
time leceived with regard to the views and intentions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
and the Rajah of Berar tendered obviously necessary an eventual modification of 
those instructions, by providing for the possible occurrence of hostilities between 
those chieftains and the Butish Government 

The honouiable Majoi-General Wellesley and the Resident at Poonah, weie 
therefore furnished with a copy of the instructions which the Governor-General 
had issued on that subject to the Resident at the court of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
and the honouiable Major Geneial Wellesley was directed to regulate his proceed¬ 
ings with regard to the employment or separation of the army undei his command, 
by the information which he might receive from the Resident with Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, with regaid to the effect produced on Scmdiah by the representations 
which Colonel Collins had been instructed to make to that chieftain, and Major- 
General Wellesley was authorized and directed to adopt hostile operations against 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, if those representations should not have the effect of deter¬ 
ring that chieftain from puisuing his march with the whole body of his foices 
towards Poonah The Goveinoi General also on that occasion adverted to the 
rumour of a confederacy between Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah of Berai, 
directed to the subversion of the alliance concluded between the Peishwa and the 
British Government, and authorized Major-General Wellesley to be prepared to 
employ the forces under his command in active operations against the united powei 
of those chieftains, if that report should subsequently be conflimed 
The despatch containing the detail of these instructions was dated the 30th of 
May, but with a view to communicate to the honourable Majoi General Wellesley 
and the Resident at Poonah, the sentiments and directions ot the Govern or-Geneial 
on those important points with the least practicable delay, his Excellency di¬ 
rected notes containing the substance of the proceeding instructions to be des¬ 
patched to the Resident on the 7th of May 

On the occasion of the happy restoiation of his Highness the Peishwa to the 
musnud of Poonah, the Governoi General deemed it expedient to address a letter 
to the Peishwa, explaining the nature of the connection established between his 
Highness and the Butish Government by the treaty of Bassein, and the expecta¬ 
tions which the British Government entertained from his Highness under the 
operation of that treaty 

On that occasion the Governor-General after congratulating his Highness the 
Peishwa on his restoiation to his government, under the protection of the British 
power, took a review of the amicable conduct uniformly manifested towards his High¬ 
ness by the British Government, by adverting to the propositions for the conclusion 
of a defensive alliance which had been repeatedly offered to his Highness’s acceptance, 
and observed that if the Peishwa had accepted those propositions at an eailier period 
of time his Highness would have avoided the disasters which had smee befallen 
him His Excellency then pointed out to the Peishwa that no othei power than 
that of the British Government could have reinstated his Highness in his govern¬ 
ment without great difficulty, and that he could not have enjoyed under any other 
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piotection the same secuuty and independence which he deuved fiom the engage¬ 
ments concluded at Basaein 

The Governor-General explained to his Highness the geneial pimciples of jus¬ 
tice and moderation on which the tieaty of Bassein was founded, and the bene¬ 
ficial objects to which it was dn ected, observing to his Highness that the nature 
of that treaty was purely defensive, and could not authonze his Highness’s intei- 
ference in the affairs of any Mahratta chief beyond the exeicise of his Highness’s 
legitimate authonty His Excellency at the same time affoided to his Highness 
the most explicit assurances of the intention of the Butish Government to ab¬ 
stain from any interfeience in the internal affairs of his Highness's immediate 
government of a natuie injurious to his dignity and independence 

His Excellency earnestly recommended to his Highness the Pcishwa the policy 
of securing the attachment and confidence of the southern Jaggeeidais, and pio- 
posed the mediation of the Bntish Government as the most likely mode of effect¬ 
ing that desuable object 

The Governor-General explained to his Highness the necessity of his refraining 
from all negotiations which were not sanctioned by the consent of the British 
Government 

The Governor-General dnected the attention of his Highness to the gieat ad¬ 
vantages which his Highness the Nizam had derived from the alliance of his state 
with the Bntish powei, and contrasted the former condition of the Peishwa under 
the control and usuipation of his own servants with the freedom and independ¬ 
ence of the Nizam under the operation of his defensive engagements with the 
honourable Coiripany 

The Governor-General concluded by declaring his determination to suppoit the 
dignity and authority of his Highness the Peishwa as acknowledged and confirmed 
by the treaty of Bassein 

Subsequently to tlie despatch of the lettei of the 9th of June to the Peishwa, 
the Goveinoi-Geneial received infoimation fiom the Resident at Hyderabad that 
the Rajah of Berai, the whole of whose aimy was assembled in the vicinity of 
Nagpore, enteied his tents on the 17th of Apnl, preparatory to his proceeding to 
meet Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

The Governor-General therefore deemed it necessaiy to addiess another letter 
of lemonstronce to the Rajah of Beiai, calculated to deter him fiom the piosecu- 
tion of that measure which appealed to confirm the rumour of an hostile confe¬ 
deracy between those chieftains This letter was dated the 22nd of May 

With a view to enforce the remonstrances contained in that letter, the Go¬ 
vernor-General deemed it to be necessary to direct the Resident at Hyderabad to 
proceed to the camp of the Rajah of Beiar 

The information, howevei, which the Governor-General subsequently leceived 
of the dangerous state of his Highness the Nizam’s health rendered it necessary 
to countermand those oiders and to instruct the Resident to continue at Hyder¬ 
abad, and to despatch his Secretary to the camp of the Rajah of Berar 

At the period of time, howevei, when those instructions leached the Resident 
at Hyderabad, the Resident had received intelligence that the Rajah of Berar had 
arrived within a short distance of the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah It became 
unnecessary therefore for either the Resident or his Secretary to proceed to the 
Rajah of Berar’s camp 

The Governor-Geneial in Council now deems it necessary to advert to the tran¬ 
sactions at Poonah subsequently to the Peishwa's arrival at that capital 

Major-General Wellesley availed himself of an early opportunity of representing 
to his Highness the Peishwa, in stiong terms, the claims of the southern Jaggeer- 
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dars, who had mamfeated their attachment to the Peiahwa by co opeiating vuth 
the British troops in his IUghness's restoration to the musnud, and continued to 
employ his endeavours, which were aided by those of the Resident at Poonah, until 
the period of his departure from Poonah to induce the Peishwa to regard the 
claims, and to relieve the wants of those Jaggeerdars, as well as to frame some 
general airangement in favour of the several feudatory chieftains of the state of 
Poonah which might induce them to co-operate with the ButiBh troops, if the 
conduct of Powlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Beiar should render necessary 
the adoption of extreme measures for the security of the combined rights and 
interests of the Peishwa and the British Government 

In the actual situation of affairs it appeared both to the honourable Major- 
General "Wellesley and to the Resident at Poonah to be necessary that the army 
undei the command of Major-General Wellesley should proceed to the noithward 
of Poonah, and occupy a position which would enable it eventually to act m con¬ 
cert with the foice under the command of Lieut -Colonel Stevenson 

That measure was manifestly necessary for the puipose either of defeating any 
operations of an hostile nature on the part of JeBwunt Rao Holkar against his 
Highness the Peishwa, 01 of frustiating the apparent design of Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Berar, to proceed with their respective armies to Poonah with a view to 
subveit the anangements concluded between his Highness and the British Govern¬ 
ment 

Under these cncumstances his Highness the Peishwa was bound by the stipu¬ 
lations of the treaty of Bassem to furnish a contingent of troops to co-operate with 
the British army The endeavours of Majoi-Geneial Wellesley and the Resident 
at Poonah were therefore employed to induce his Highness the Peishwa to adopt 
the measures necessary for equipping the force which he was required to furnish 
by the stipulations of the treaty The efforts of Major-General Wellesley and of 
the Resident at Poonah to induce the Peishwa either to frame an arrangement with 
his feudatory chieftains and Jaggeerdais, or to supply hiB contingent of troops, 
were equally unsuccessful, and Major-Geneial Wellesley on the 4th of June 
marched from Poonah with the Butish troops, attended only by a small corps of 
Mahiatta cavalrj belonging to one of the Jaggeerdars, who had joined the British 
detachment soon after its march from the frontier of Mysere 

During this interval of time no events of particular impoitance occurred at 
Hydeiabad , the correspondence of the Resident dunng that interval related prin¬ 
cipally to an apprehended invasion of the tenitones of his Highness the Nizam on 
the part of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and to the forced contributions levied by that 
chieftain from the city of Aurungabad By the orders of Major General Wellesley 
the subsidiaiy force undei the command of Colonel Stevenson proceeded from its 
temporary situation at Gaidoon towards Aurungabad for the relief of that city, 
previously however to the arrival of Colonel Stevenson at that city Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar had retreated with his whole force to a distance from the Nizam’s 
frontiei 

The Resident at Hyderabad maintained a constant correspondence with the 
honouiable Major-General Wellesley and with Colonel Stevenson on the subject 
of the eventual operations of the troops under their command, or of the piovision 
of supplies for the subsistence of the army With reference to the state of affairs 
m the Mahratta empue, and to the danger to which the city of Hyderabad might 
eventually be exposed without the presence of a commanding force, the Resident 
suggested to the Court of Hyderabad the expediency of assembling a considerable 
army of his Highness the Nizam's troops m the vicinity of Hyderabad, to which 
his Highness the Nizam readily assented 
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The precanous state of his Highness the Nizam's health at this period of time 
justified an appiehension of his Highness’s speedy dissolution, the Govemoi- 
General therefore deemed it expedient to tiansmit instiuctions to the Resident 
at Hyderabad, confirming the lesolution of the Governor General in council which 
had formeily been communicated to the Resident at Hydeiabad, on the subject of 
supporting the succession of his Highness’s eldest son Sekunder Jah, hut directing 
the Resident to ohtain from Sekunder Jah, either previously to his accession to 
the musnud, or as the first act of his soveieignty, a formal acknowledgment and 
confirmation ot all treaties and engagements subsisting between the Butish Go¬ 
vernment and the state of Hyderabad 

The Goveinor-Geneial in council now lesumes the nariative of Colonel Collins’s 
negotiations at the Court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah Balajee Koonjur, the officer 
despatched by his Highness the Peishwa to Dowlut Rao Scindiah foi the puipose 
of explaining to that chieftain the detail of the engagements concluded by the 
Peishwa with the British Government, airived in Sciudiah’s camp on the 7th of 
May The Resident had been led to expect that after the amval of this officer 
the ministers of Dowlut Rao Scindiah would no longer delay then promised reply 
to the propositions which the Resident had stated to Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the 
part of the British Government, hut in this expectation Colonel Collins was dis¬ 
appointed 

On the 2Gth of May, Colonel Collins received the notes of instructions undei 
date the 5th of May, which are mentioned in a preceding paiagraph of this des¬ 
patch Colonel Collins immediately requested a conference with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, and the 28th of May was appointed for that purpose 

Colonel Collins commenced the conference by imparting to Scindiah the whole 
of the treaty of Bassein The Resident having pointed out the pacific and ami¬ 
cable tendency of every aiticle, requested Scindiah to declaie whether the treaty 
of Bassein appeared to contain any stipulation injurious to his just rights One 
of the ministers who assisted at the conference acknowledged that it did not, and 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah formally assented to that acknowledgment The Resident 
then adveited to the leported negotiations between Scindiah, Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
and the Rajah of Bern, remarking that then recent proceedings justified a sus¬ 
picion that they had confedciated either for the purpose of invading the territories 
of our allies, the Nizam and the Peishwa, oi of subverting the arrangements of 
the treaty of Bassein 

Colonel Collins observed, with regard to the avowed intention of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, and the Rajah of Berar, to proceed with their united armies to Poonah, 
that this movement was rendered wholly unnecessary by the lestoration of his 
Highness the Peishwa to the musnud of Poonah, and that it might be pioductive 
of evil consequences 

Colonel ColluiB pioceeded to require an unreserved explanation of the natuie 
of their late negotiations, and concluded by affoiding the stiongest assurances of 
the amicable disposition of the British Government towards Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Beiar, and of its deteimuiation to refrain fiom any attempt to 
distuib the independence of Scmdiah’s Btate, unless that chieftain should provoke 
hostdities by acts of aggression 

One of the ministers replied that Scindiah had no intention whatever to invade 
either the territory of the Nizam or of the Peishwa, but when urged to disavow 
any intention on the part of that chieftain to obstruct the completion of the treaty 
of Bassein, the minister replied that ” Scindiah could afford no satisfaction on 
that point until he had conferred with the Rajah of Berar ’’ 

Colonel Collins agun endeavoured to obtain an explanation of the designs of 
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Dowlut Rao Scmdiah but without effect The Risidcnt then distinctly ippnzcd 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah that his continued refusal to alfoid the lcquucd explanation 
combined with the prosecution of his militaiy airangemcnts, -would compel the 
British Government to adopt measuies of precaution on evciy bound uj of Scm- 
diah’s dominions, and that certain intelligence of the accession of Scmdiah to any 
confcdeiacy against the British power, would produce immediate hostility on all 
paits of his fiontier The Resident concluded by uiging Scmdiah, in the most 
conciliatory manner, to make a candid avowal of his intentions 

Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, however, teinunated the confeience by declaiing his final 
determination to withhold the satisfaction which the Resident demanded until he 
had confeiled with the Rajah of Beiar, and Scmdiah concluded by a toimal and 
public declaration to the British Resident, in the following terms “ After my 
interview with the Rajah of Beiar, you shall be informed whether it will be peace 
or war ” 

This decimation constituted an unprovoked menace of hostdity, and a public 
insult to the British Government, by a reference of the question of peace 01 war, 
to the result of a confeience with the Rajah of Berar, who, at the head of a con¬ 
siderable army, had reached the vicinity of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s camp A 
sufficient indication was now affoided of the disposition of the confederate chief¬ 
tains to piosecute the supposed objects of theu confederacy, and the duty of the 
Governor-General now requiied without delay the most effectual measures foi the 
vindication of the dignity, and for the aecunty of the rights and intei cats of the 
British Government and of its allies, against any attempt on the part of the con¬ 
federates to injure or invade them 

This menace of hostility cannot be justified by any pretence that language of a 
simdar description had been previously applied by the British Government to 
Scmdiah, and had provoked and warranted Scmdiah’s direct threat of war The 
eventual hostilities announced by the British Resident were declared to depend 
exclusively on the conduct of Scmdiah The Resident apprized that chieftain, 
that if he should proceed to the extremity of engaging in a confederacy against the 
Butish power, such an act of aggression would occasion war Scmdiah’s conduct 
had already indicated a disposition to accede to such a confedeiacy , it was thcic- 
fore an act of justice and of necessity on the part of the British Government to 
apprize Scmdiah of the consequences of his proceedings, under a declaration, which 
reserved to Scmdiah the means of avoiding hostilities Scindiah’s leply contains 
a direct declaration, that at that time he contemplated the formation of an offen¬ 
sive confederacy against the Company , and that the ultimate question of peace 01 
■war was to depend not upon the pacific or hostile conduct of the British Govern¬ 
ment, but upon the will and pleasure of the confederate Mohratta chiefs 

The Governor-General in councd now proceeds to communicate to your honour¬ 
able Committee the detail of the measures and arrangements which were adopted 
by the Govemoi-General for the purposes stated at the close of the preceding 
paragraph The Govemor-Geneial immediately issued pnvate instructions to his 
Excellency the Commander-m Chief at Cawnpoie, to make the necessaiy arrange¬ 
ments for assembling the army on the north-west frontier of the Company's 
possessions, and the Governor-General at the same time directed the attention of 
the Commander-in-Chief to the formation of a plan of operations of the Butish 
army m that quarter, and to the accomplishment of a system of political anange- 
ment with the neighbouring states and chieftains, calculated to dimmish the 
powei and resources of the enemy, and to facilitate the success of the Butish 
aims, in the event of our being compelled to pioceed to measures of hostility 
against the power and possessions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
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The course of measmes "which the Govemoi-Geneml deemed it advisable to 
adopt foi those puiposes was described m a papei of notes, which on the 28th of 
June, 1803, was tiansmitted to the Commandcr-in-Chief for his immediate mfoi 
mation and guidance 

The plan of operations and arrangements described in those notes was subse 
quently communicated to his Excellency the Commander-in Chief, in detail, m 
the form of official instructions, the substance of which will be found fully stated 
in the subsequent paragraphs of this despatch With a view to pieserve regulaiity 
m the nanative of the proceedings of the Gov einoi-Geneial in this arduous crisis 
of affaus, the Govemoi Geneial in Council deems it piopei in this place to com¬ 
municate to your honouiablc Committee the instructions which weie issued to 
the honouiable Major-Geneial Wellesley and to the Government of Bombay, at 
the time when those notes were tiansmitted to his Excellency the Commandei m- 
Chief 

Adveiting to the actual state of affairs in the western side of India, and to the 
alarming aspect of the pioceedings of Dowlut Rao Scindiali and the Rajah of 
Bern, it appeared to the Governor-Geneial to be indispensably necessary that a 
tempoiaiy authonty should be constituted at the least possible distance from the 
scene of eventual negotiation or hostilities, with full powers to conclude upon the 
spotwhatevei ariangcments might become necessary eithei for the final settle¬ 
ment of peace, or for the prosecution of woi The Governor Geneial consideied 
that m such a crisis various questions might arise, of which the piecise tenor 
could not be foreseen, and which might demand a piompt decision That the 
issue of those questions might involve the lesult of wai oi peace, and in either al¬ 
ternative, the delay of reference to the Govcinor-Geneial’s authonty might en- 
dangei the seasonable despatch, and the ultimate piospcnty of the public seivice 
That the success of the military operations placed under the direction of the 
honourable Majoi Geneial Wellesley by the Governor General’s instiuctions to 
the Resident at Poonah of the 30th of May, might depend on the timely decision 
of various political questions which might occui with i elation to the interests and 
views of the seveial Mahratta chiefs and Jaggeerdais and of their Highness’s the 
Peishwa and Nizam, and that on the other hand the issue of every political ar¬ 
rangement then undei negotiation with the powers of Hindoostan and the Deccan, 
must be inseparably blended with the movements of the army under the command 
of Majoi General Wellesley 

The Governor-General therefoie deemed it necessary during that crisis to unite 
the general control of all political and military affairs in Hindoostan and the 
Deccan, connected with the depending negotiation and with the movement of 
the army, under a distinct local authonty subject to the Governor-General in 
Council, and the Governor-General was decidedly of opinion that those powers 
could not be placed with advantage in any othei hands than those of the general 
officer commanding the troops destined to restore the tranquillity of the Deccan, 
and the approved ability, zeal, temper, activity and judgment of the honouiable 
Majoi-Geneial Wellesley, combined with his extensive local experience, hiB esta 
blished influence, and high reputation among the Mahratta chiefs and states, and 
Major-Geneial Wellesley’s intimate knowledge of the Govemoi-General’s views 
and sentiments concerning the Bntish interests m the Mahratta emprre, deter¬ 
mined the Governor-General to vest those impoitant and arduous poweis in 
that officer’s hands The same powers were also vested in Lieut -General Stuart 
in the event of his assuming the immediate command of the forces in the 
Deccan 

Undei these instructions the honourable Major General Wellesley was autho- 
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need and empowered to commence and conclude negotiations with any of the 
Mahratta chiefs and Jaggeerdara on the pait of the Bntish Government foi the 
purpose of promoting the general objects of the alliance lately concluded with his 
Highness the Peishwa, or that subsisting with his Highness the Nizam 

This general authority especially empowered Major-General Wellesley either 
directly or through the representatives or officers of the Bntish Government, to 
negotiate and conclude any engagements with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, with the 
Rajah of Bciai, or with Jeswunt Rao Holhai, which might induce those chieftains 
to retire with their forces within the limits of their respective dominions, or to af¬ 
ford any other satiBfactoiy pledge of them lespective pacific intentions tow aids the 
Bntish Government and its allies 

Major Geneial Wellesley waB also authorized under this instruction to arbitrate 
on the pait of the Bntish Government the terms of any convention between his 
Highness the Peishwa and those chieftains respectively foi the settlement of mu¬ 
tual diffeiences or demands, 01 foi the adjustment of relative pretensions, and to 
pledge the guaiantee of the Bntish Government for the observance of those terms 
by the contacting parties Majoi General Wellesley was also empoweied to ai- 
bitrate and guaiantee the teims of accommodation between Scindiah and Holhar if 
any points should yet lemain unadjusted between those chieftains, and to flame, 
negotiate, and guaiantee any terms between those chieftains jointly 01 separately 
and the Rajah of Beiai 

It was the particular intention of the Governor General by these instructions to 
enable Major General ^ ellesley to conclude such arrangements with any of those 
chieftains, either sepaiately or combined, as might preclude or frustrate any con- 
fedeiacy or other measuies dnected to the subversion of the treaty of Bassem, or 
to the injury of oui own lights and interests, or those of our allies 

fihe honourable Major Geneial Wellesley was Anther instructed to hold the 
most unreserved and confidential intercourse with the Residents at Poonah, at 
Hyderabad, and at the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and also with the Resident 
in the territory of the Guihwar, aud to correspond with Lord Clive and with 
Mr Duncan 

In the execution of these instructions Major General Wellesley was authorised 
and dnected to employ any additional military staff, and to require the services 
of any civil officers whose services Major-General Wellesley might deem necessary 
to the despatch of the aiduous affairs connected with the subject of those orders 

The Governor-Geneial at the same time notified to the honouiable Major- 
General Wellesley his Excellency’s views and intentions with regard to the opera¬ 
tions of the army under Majoi-General Wellesley’s command, and to such poli¬ 
tical proceedings as might be connected with a state of war between the British 
Government and those chiefs 

In the Governor-General’s despatch upon that subject, which was dated the 
27th of June, 1803, the honourable Majoi-General Wellesley was directed to de¬ 
sire Colonel Collins to demand an explicit declaration of the views of Scindiah and 
of the Rajah of Berar, within such a number of days as should appear to Major- 
General Wellesley to be reasonable, consistently with a due attention to the period 
of the Season and to the eventual prosecution of hostilities with every practicable 
degree of advantage, and if that explanation should not be satisfactory, Major- 
General Wellesley was directed to desire Colonel Collins to quit the camp of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

In that event, oi m any othei state of circumstances which might appear to 
Major General Wellesley to require hostilities, Major-General Wellesley was di¬ 
rected to employ the forces under his command m the most active operations 
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against Scindiah and the Rajah of Beiar, 01 against both, according to his discre¬ 
tion, and in the event of hostilities, Major Geneial Wellesley was instructed to 
proceed to the utmost extremity which might appear to Major-General Wel¬ 
lesley to piomise success, without admitting pacific negotiation until the power of 
the opposing chiefs Bhould have been completely destroyed 

In any cubis MajOr-Geneial WelleBley was empowered to conclude peace with 
Scindiah, or with the Rajah of Berar jointly 01 separately, on such termB as might 
appear to Majoi-General Wellesley most advisable 
,The extensive poweis vested in Major-Geneiol Wellesley rendeied it necessary 
to combine with these instructions the notification of his Excellency’s sentiments 
with regard to the tcims of peace with the confederated chieftains It is the in¬ 
tention of the Go\emoi-Geneial in Council, howe^r, to addiess youi honourable 
Committee separately on the subject of the peace actually concluded with those 
chieftainB The Governor-General in Council therefore deems it unnecessary at 
present to attract the notice of your honourable Committee to that part of the 
Governor Geneial’s instructions to Major General Wellesley of the 27th June, 
fuitherthan to observe thatthose*instructions contained the geneial outlines of a 
plan of pacification with the confederates 

In these instructions Major-General Wellesley was directed to act towards Jes- 
wunt Rao Holkai on the principles piescnbed for the regulation of his conduct 
towards the confederated chieftainB, in the event of that chieftain joining the con¬ 
federacy 

The Govemoi-General stated it to be his opinion that it waB not desirable to 
erect Holkar’s accidental powei mto an established state of India, and that his 
leduction would be the most advisable policy, the Goveinor-Geneial however 
deemed it piopei to leave the conduct and modification of our relations with 
Holkai entnely to Majoi-General Wellesley’s discretion, directing that officer at 
the same time not to piOBecute hostilities againBt Holkai merely for the purpose 
of obtaining indemnity for the plunder of Auiungabad, oi foi any othei predatory 
incursion 

The attention of the honouiable Major General Wellesley was also directed to 
the important object of encouraging all European officers to withdraw from, the 
service of the confederates in the event of hostilities 

The Governoi General alBO signified to Major General Wellesley, that after the 
insolent and hostile declaiation of Scindiah to Colonel Collins on the 28th of May, 
His Excellency would not consider Scindiah’s retreat across the Nerbudda alone 
to be a sufficient proof of his pacific intentions Unless therefore in the judgment 
of Major-General Wellesley Scindiah Bhould have affoided full satisfaction and 
security, Major General Wellesley was authorized to puisue Scindiah bciobb the 
Nerbudda The same principle was Btated to be applicable to the Rajah of Berar, 
whose retreat within the limits of his dominions oi elsewhere could not exclusively 
amount to a sufficient degree of satisfaction and security after the recent proofs 
which the confederacy had disclosed, of detei mined hostility and arrogant ambi¬ 
tion In all the movements of his army, and in all his proceedings under these 
instructions. Major Geneial Wellesley was directed to advert to the piecarious 
state of the Nizam’s health, and to the necessity of preserving our interests at 
Hyderabad in the event of his HighnesB’B decease 

Copies of the instructions to Major-General Wellesley of the 26th and 27th of 
June were forwarded to the honourable the Governor of Bombay, with instruc¬ 
tions to be prepared to employ the disposable military force at Bombay for the 
reduction of the fort and territory of Baroach, and of the possessions of Scindiah 
in Guzeiat, and to the southward of the Nerbudda 
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The honouiable the Govemoi of Bombay was at the same time apprized that 
the British tioopB and those of our allies in Guzerat were to be considered to 
foim a part of the army under Majoi-Geneial Wellesley’s command The honour¬ 
able the Governor of Bombay was further instructed to direct the Resident at 
Baroda to maintain a constant correspondence with Majoi-Geneial Wellesley on 
all points connected with the pubhc service, and the honourable the Govemoi of 
Bombay was requested to afford to Major Geneial Wellesley, and eventually to 
Lieut -General Stuart every practicable degree of assistance in the exercise of the 
powerB which the Governor-General had deemed it necessary to delegate to those 
officers respectively by hiB instructions of the 26th of June 

Copies of the instructions to the honourable Major-Geneiol Wellesley of the 
26th and 27th of June were also transmitted to the nght honourable the Governor 
of Foit St Geoige, with directions to hiB Lordship to promote the objectB of those 
instructions on all practicable occasions 

Subsequently to the despatch of the notes of instruction to hiB Excellency the 
Commander-in Chief noticed in the preceding paiagraph, the Governor-General 
received thiough the Secretary in the secret department. Borne suggestions which 
Majoi Filth, an officer of cavalry on the establishment of Bengal, with a laudable 
zeal for the public sen ice transmitted for the Governor-General’s consideiation 
relative to the meanB of withdrawing from the regular coipB in the seivice of 
Dovlut Rao Scindiah, British subjects holding commissions in the military service 
of that chieftain, and natives of the honourable Company’s dominions employed 
in Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s aimy, in the event of a wai with that chieftain Those 
suggestions appearing to the Governor General to be calculated to piomote the 
object of destroying the efficiency of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s regular troops, the 
Governor General transmitted to the Commandei-in Chief a copy of Majoi 
Fnth’B communication with instructions, undei date the 13th of July, for canying 
into effect the measures suggested by Majoi Frith 

The Governor General transmitted to the Commander m-Chief, together with 
those instructions, proclamations to lie issued at such tame as might appear to the 
Commander-in-Chief advisable, requiring all British subjects holding employment 
in the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, or of any Mabratta Chieftain confedeiated 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, to relinquish the service of those chieftainB respec¬ 
tively within three months fiom the date of the proclamation, and to repair to the 
head quarters of the army, oi to the officer who might be appointed to leceive 
them, and promising to pay to Buch BntiBh subjects as should obey the proclama¬ 
tion, a pension equal to the annual pay or allowances which they might leceive 
from Dowlut Rao Scindiah or any of his allies dunng the continuance of hosti¬ 
lities, or so long as such British subject might be employed by the honourable 
Company, and engaging that after quitting the service of the Company, they 
should receive every indulgence suitable to their situation, and consistent with the 
principles and regulations of the British Government It was further declared 
that all BntiBh subjects who Bhould bear arms against the Butash Government 
should be considered to have foifeited their right to the protection of the Bntish 
Government, and should be treated accordingly The benefits of the proclama¬ 
tion were declared to be extended to all subjects of France, or of any other foreign, 
European, or American state holding employment in the military service of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah or of hiB allies, who should comply with its terms, another 
proclamation was bIbo transmitted to the Commander-in-Chief, requiting all 
natives of the Bntish temtoneB in India holding employment in the militaiy 
service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah or his allies, to leave that service, and to repair to 
the station of the receiving officei, and promising service to all such persons m 
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the Company’s n my, 01 a piovision equal to the amount of tlio pav and allow¬ 
ances which they had been accustomed to lcceive on then pioducing authentic 
pioofs of then having quitted the Mahiatta seivice in consequence ot the piocla- 
mation The laBt pioclamation was atteiwaids extended to the subjects ot the 
Nabob Vizier holding employment m the military service of the confcdeiates 
The Goveinoi Geneial at the same time suggested to the Commander in Chief 
the expediency of taking advantage of the mciease of the native legimcnts to the 
wai establishment, and of the augmentation ot the aimy to pi o\ide for the em¬ 
ployment of the native officeis and Sepoys who might abandon the Mahiatta 
service undei the pioclamation 

The Commandei-m Chief was authonzed to assign to the Euiopean officeis, 
British subjects, 01 foieigneis, the pa} of then respective ianks in the Maluatta 
seivice until they should leceive employment in the seivice ot tlic allies 01 tu- 
butanes of the Butish Government, 01 until such of them as wcie inclined to 
leturn to Euiope Bhould be furnished with the means of piocecding on the same 
teims as the Fiench officeis formeily in the seivice ot the Nizam 

Ihe Commandei-in Chief was authonzed to appoint lccciving officeis at bucIi 
places as he might deem piopei for the puipoBe of leceiving all European officeis, 
and all native commissioned and non-commissioned officeis and Sepoys who might 
1 elinquish the Mahratta Beivice 

rheCommandei-in-Chief was furthei instiucted to direct copies of the procla¬ 
mations regaiding natives of India to be distributed to the families (residing m 
the Company’s teintorieB) of the native officeis and Sepoys in the Mahiatta sei¬ 
vice, in ordei that the teims of the pioclamation might be speedily promulgated 
CopieB of the proclamations weie tiansmitted to the honourable the Governor of 
Bombay, to his Excellency Lieut -Geneial Stuait, Majoi General Wellesley, to 
the Residents at Hyderabad, Poonah, and Lucknow, and to the Goveinoi Gene¬ 
ral’s agent in the ceded piovmces foi the pui pose ot being issued as soon as the 
propei period for their promulgation should amve 

In conformity to the noteB transmitted to the Commandei -in Chief on the 28th 
June, as stated in a preceding paiagiaph of this despatch, on the 27th July, the 
Governor Geneial, by an official despatch, communicated to the Commander - 
in-Chief in detail the sentiments and instructions of this Government with regard 
to the geneial plan of military operations and political anongements to be adopted 
in Hmdostan in the event of a wai between the British Government and the con¬ 
federated chieftains The Goveinoi-Geneial subsequently transmitted to the 
Commander-In-Chief distinct instiuctions on venous blanches of the proposed 
plan of political arrangement 

The first of these despatches commences with a statement ol the Goveinor- 
General’s views and intentions with legard to the following important points — 

1st The objectB which appeared to be most desirable to be attained in the prose¬ 
cution of hostilities againBt Scindiah and the Rajah of Beiar on the noith- 
westein frontier of Hmdostan 

2dly The general plan of military opeiations, by which these objects appeared 
to be attainable with the gieatest degree of expedition and secunty 

3dly The course of political arrangements and negotiations which the Governor- 
General proposed to puiBue under the Commandei-in Chiefs supeuntendance, toi 
the purpose of facilitating the operations of the army, and of ensuring the sta¬ 
bility of peace, under the most favourable conditions to the British interests 
The Govemor-Geneial commenced the discussion of those subjects by explain¬ 
ing the peculiar circumstances which rendered the noith-westem fiontier of Oude 
the most vulnerable pait of our extensive empire 
YOL V E 
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The Goxeinoi Geneial obaeived, that a sense of the dangeis to which the m- 
teiests and secunty of the Butish einpue in India weie exposed in that quarter, 
had concuned with other motives to pioduce those ariangements with the Nabob 
Viziei, which terminated in the treaty of Lucknow, concluded in the month of 
Novembei, 1801 That those arrangements had ceitamly affoided a great acces¬ 
sion of Becuiity to the British empire, but that the local position of Scindiah’a 
tenitones, and the condition and nature of his military foice, still constituted a 
souice of Benous dangei to the Bntish intei ests, by affording to Scindiah pecuhai 
advantage in any attack upon the Bntish dominions, which an accession of powei, 

01 an eventual connection with Trance, oi with any enemy to the Bntish inteieBts, 
might induce Dowlut Rao Scindiah to undeitake That, foimidable as the power 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah might have become m the event of any accession to his 
stiength, a dangei more uigent and moie direct m all its consequences, had giown 
out of the decline of Scindiah’s local authonty in Hindostan, by the establishment 
of i powerful and independent Tiench state on the most vulneiable pait of the 
Company’s fiontiei, which Ficnch state held possession of the peison and nominal 
authonty of the Mogul, maintained the most efficient army of legulai native m- 
fantiy, and the most powerful aitilleiy existing in India, with the exception of the 
Company’s foices, and excicised a consideiable influence ovei the neighbounng 
states, from the banks of the Indus to the confluence of the Jumna and the 
Ganges 

The Governor Geneial then proceeded to deBcubc the dangeis to which the 
BntiBh empne was exposed by the stiength and local position of that Fiench 
foice, adverting paiticularly to the encouragement and to the essential aid which 
such a force might affoid to the attempts of Fiance in the piosecution qf wai 
with the Bntish power, and the Goveinor-Geneial obseived, that no instrument 
of destruction moie skilfully adapted to wound the heart of the British empire 
in India could be presented to the vindictive hand of the chief Consul of 
Fiance 

Ihe Goveinoi General further lemaihed that in the supposition of the most 
intimate connection between Scindiah and the British Government, and even in 
the event of Scindiah’B accession to the general defensive alliance with the Com¬ 
pany, the Nizam, and the Peishwa, it was impossible to suppose that this Trench 
state would co operate with coidiahty in support of the BntiBh interests, conse¬ 
quently that the aid of Scindiah’s power even under a defensive alliance could be 
least expected in the case which would most essentially demand it, an attack from 
Tiance upon the British possessions in India The Governoi General proceeded 
to obsene, that undci the expected renewal of the war with Tiance, and the con 
sequent necessity of lesoiting to evciy piacticable mea&uie of piecaution and 
security, the safety of the Bntish dominions lequired the reduction of the Fieuch 
foice established in the Doab, independently of any question which might exist 
between Scindiah and the Bntish Government, and from this consideration his 
Excellency deduced a right on the part of the British Government m a state of 
piofound peace and even of alliance with Scindiah to demand the lemoval of a 
dangei so imminent from the fiontiei of oui dominions The Governor-General 
obseived, that the refusal oi inability of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to comply with that 
demand would authorize and require the Bntish Government to assume the pro¬ 
tection of its own temtones, and to lemove with its own hand the proximate 
cause of msecunty and alarm 

The Governor-Geneial then proceeded to state the most desirable objects of tbe 
wai on the noith-westein fiontier of Hindostan to be the entue leduction of the 
regular corpB undei the command of M Pen on, the occupation of the whole tract 
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of countiy tunning the Doab between the Jumna and Gaugtslo the mountains ol 
Cuniaon, and the occupation ot Delhi and Agi i, and of a chain ot posts on tin 
light bank ot the Jumna fioni the mountains ot Ciimaou to tilt piovoice ot Bun- 
dclcund, ohsciving at the same time that it was not las Lvctllcucy’s desuc to 
extend the actual possessions ol the Companv beyond the line ot the Jumna, 
including Agia and Delhi, with i continued chain ot posts toi the purpose ot 
seeunng the navigation ot that uvei, and that whatcvei connections should be 
fonned beyond the piescnbed line to the soulhwaul audwcstwnd ot the Jumna 
muat be legulated on the punciplc ot detensne alliiuice oi tubutuy dependance, 
in such mannci ub to ioim bcLwceti the actual possessions ot tlic Company and 
the Malnattas, a hainci ot petty states eternising the mteiinl goveinmuitot then 
lcspective dominions in alii nice with the Company and umlei the pioteetion ot 
oui powci 

Ills Excellency piocecded to advcit to the impoitance ot seeming the pet son 
and nominal authonty of the Mogul against the designs ot liancc, ami the cu- 
cicasc ot lcputation to tlic Bntish name, which would lcsult liom atloiding an 
lionouiable asylum to the peison and tamily ot that injuied and uuturtunatc 
Monarch, and the Governoi-Geneial observed, that thtieduction nfthelrcnch 
ioice would affoid us the means of toinnng alliances with all the liifenoi stites 
beyond the Jumna, for the puiposc ot enabling us in the fust instance to piosc- 
cute the wai with the gieatcst advantage, and finally by fonning a bauui unu- 
posed of those states to exclude Scindiali and the Main ittas dtogethci tiom the 
noithcin distncts of Hindostan 

His Excellency also stated tho ultimate innexition ot the' piovmcc of Bundcl- 
cund to the Company’s dominions to he nil object ot piculiai advantage with ic- 
teieuce to the piovinec and city ot Buiucs and to tlu guiu il dituiee ol that 
highly important and valuable poition ot the Bntish dominions Ills Exalleney 
then ducctcd the attention ot the C ommandu-m Clncl specifically to those 
sevcial objects, and piocecded to communicate to the Commuulor-in Chief Ins 
sentiments and mBtiuctions with legard to the general com sc ot measuics to he 
puisued foi the successful accomplishment ot those objects, ohsciving that the 
flist object of tbe Commander In-Chief’s movements must be the cllcctual de¬ 
struction of the licncli state eicctcd by M Pciiun in the Doab, and diiccting the 
Commandei-m-Chicf to foim such an auangemciit and disposition of the aimy 
as should appear to adord the most absolute sccuuly lor the accomplishment of 
that object previously to the conclusion ot the rams 

The Governor-General stated the point of most urgent impoitance connected 
with the destiuction of M Pen on’s force to be the set unty ot the person ot the 
Mogul and of the heir apparent 

r lhc next object ot impoitniice was stated by the Govirnor Genual to be the 
icduction of the tortiess of Agia, and his Excellent y suggested to the Commandei - 
in Chief some observations with regard to the time and the mode ot dlccting that 
important opcution, leaving however the determination nt that question to the 
Commander-In-Chief’s judgment 

The occupation of Bundeleund is stated hy the Govciuoi General to be the 
next object of impoitance, and the Goveinoi-Genuol was ol opinion that the 
detachment assembled at Illohabad for the puiposc of < overing Benares would 
suffice for the occupation of that province 

The Governor Geneial apprised the Commander-m C hief of the plan of defen¬ 
sive measuics which the Governor-General had udoptcxl on the whole of the 
trontiei from Mirzapoic to Mulnapoic (ol which a statement is contained m 
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subsequent paiagiaphs of this despatch), and directed tlic attention ot the Com 
mander-in-Chief to the eaily occupation of the passes lending fiom tilt Deccan 
into Hindostan 

In the notes which accompanied these instiuctions, the attention ol tlu Oom- 
mandei-in-Chief was especially directed to the occupation ot Gwalioi, which was 
garrisoned by the troops of Ambajec, and which covtis the pimupnl loutc tiom 
Oujein into Scmdiah’s toimer possessions m Hindustan 

The Rana of Gohud, although depnved by the usuipation of the late Maliajee 
Scindiah of his hereditaiy possessions, and destitute ot power and lcsouiccs, was 
believed to retain a consideiable influence with the tube of Jauts, and to be 
anxious to obtain the suppoit of the Biitish Government It was supposed that 
with the suppoit of the British Government, the Rana of Gohud would be enabled 
toraiBe a consideiable foice, which might assist m opposing the maich of Scindiah 
into Hindostan, whilst the occupation of Gwalior by the Biitish tioops would 
enable us to maintain the Rana’s authonty in the countiy of Gohud, and would 
encourage the Jauts to assist their native chief in opposing the incui&ions of 
Scindiah’s troopB 

In piosecution of these objects the Comraandei-m-Chicf was J dnectcd to open 
a negotiation with the Rana of Gohud With legald howevei to the occupation 
of Gwalior, the Governor Geneial suggested the expediency of postponing a 
regulai siege of that foitress until by the defeat of M Pciron’s force, a suflicicnt 
detachment could be spared for that purpose The Goveinoi-Gcneial at the 
same time stated the probability of our being enabled to obtain possession ot tli it 
important foitieBS by meanB of amicable negotiation with Ambajee, who had le- 
peatedly manifested a disposition to connect hiB interests with those of the Biitish 
Government 

The Goveinor-Geneial also communicated to the Commander-in Chief in ge- 
neial terms the oiders which had been msued to the honourable Mojoi-Gcneial 
Wellesley and the honourable the Govemoi of Bombay for the eventual prosecu¬ 
tion of hostilities against the confederated chieftains in the Deccan and against 
the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the western side of the Peninsula 

The attention of the Commander-in-Chief was also dnected to the adoption of 
an anangement calculated to secuie tianquillity within the Nabob Vizier’s posses¬ 
sions during the war 

The Goveinor-Geneial signified to the Commander-in-Chief, that by a sepaiate 
letter the Governor-General had vested the Commander-in Chief with special 
powers for the conduct of all political ifegotiations and arrangements connected 
with the operation of the British aimy, and referied the Comraander-in-Cbief to 
that letter, and to instructions which the Governor-General had issued to Mr 
Mercei, (and which are particularly noticed in subsequent paragraphs of this 
despatch), and to another separate letter from the Govemor-Geneial respecting 
the situation of his Majesty Shah Alum, (which letter is also particulaily noticed 
in subsequent paiagraphB of this despatch) for information with legald to the 
couise of political measures to be pursued with a view of facilitating the Com¬ 
mander in-Chiefs military operations The Governor-General, however, deemed 
it necessary to direct the attention of the Commander m-Chief especially to the 
employment of his endeavours to detach M Penon from Scindiah’s seivice by 
pacific negotiation under proper piecautions, and conveyed authonty to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief foi concluding an agreement for the secunty of M Perion’s 
personal inteiests and property, accompanied by any reasonable lemuneiation 
fiom the Biitish Government which might induce him to deliver up the whole of 
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his militiry lesomrps find powu, togothci with his temtornl possessions and the 
poison ot the Mogul, anti ot the hen appai uit into the Commandei-in Chiefs 
hands 

The Governor-General in Council deems it proper in this place to state the 
substance of the Govei noi-Gencial’B instructions ot the 22nd of July to Mr 
Meiccr, the Agent appointed by the Go\crnoi Geneial to assist the Commander- 
in Chief in earning into effect the Govcinoi-Genual's instiuctions with iegai d 
to the occupation of the pi ounce of Bundelcund and to othei blanches of poli¬ 
tical annngement, as d^scubed in the Goveinoi-Gcmeinl’s instiuctions to the 
Comnmndci in Chief of the 27th ot July, and in the notes which picceded and 
weie annexed to that despatch 

The locil knowledge, political cxpciicnce, and appiovcd zeal, ability and discre¬ 
tion which distinguished Mi Meicci, and-which that gentleman had eminently 
munfested in the situation ot Secictary to the Lieut -Govemoi ot the ceded pio- 
vinces, appeared to the Goveinoi Geneial to quality Mr Mucei in a peculiai de- 
gice foi the situation of Political Agent in Ilindostan 

The Governor Genual was fuithei induced to employ Mr Meicer on that occa¬ 
sion by the consuleiation that none of the Company’s civil seivants who by habits, 
knowledge oi expedience, weie in any dcgiee qualified toi that situation, could 
have been icmovcd fioin then actuil employments in otliei impoitant blanches of 
the seivice without considciahle mtemiption to the despatch ot business, and 
without essential uijuiy to the public lntcicsts * 

When the honomable ITcniy Wellesley, late Lieut -Govemoi of the ceded pro¬ 
vinces, was at Illahabad on his lctuin tiomthc ceded piovinccs, IIimmutBahauder, 
one of the Peishwa’s olliccis employed in the piovincc of Bundelcund, tiansmitted 
pi oposals to Mi W cllcslcy loi the ti uistci of that pi ovince to the authoi lty of the 
honoui dilc Company , at thit penod ot time the piopnsals of Hnnmut Bahnudpr 
could not h ivl bet n accepted w ltliout mamlcst mjustici to the l ights of his lliglmess 
tlu Pushwa, but undoi the expectation of an immediate wai between the con- 
tedeiated chieftains and the Bntish Government now allied with his Highness the 
Pcishwa, the occupation toi the Pushwa of that pait of Mic piovincc ot Bundel¬ 
cund winch belonged to the Peishwa became a measure of justice with lespect to 
the Peishwa, and of expediency with leteienceto the maintenance of the Peishwa’s 
rights and interests, to the defence ot the Company’s possessions, and to the suc¬ 
cess of the Commandei m-Chiefs opeiations on the noitli western quarter of 
Hindostan 

The considerations which induced the Govcrnoi-GcneiaJ to authorize the adop¬ 
tion of measures foi the occupation ot Bundelcund by the British troops with the 
aid ot his Highness the PeiBhwa’s olhepi, Himmut Bahaudei, are stated in his 
Excellency’s instiuctions to Mi Meicei, and toi the accomplishment of that ob¬ 
ject, Mi Meiccr was directed by his instructions to piocecd m the first instance 
with the utmost expedition to Illahabad The pi oposals which Ilimmut Bihauder 
formerly tiansmitted to the lionouiablc Ilenry Wellesley had been lccently re¬ 
newed and forwaidcd by that clueitain duectly to the Governor General tlnough 
the Collector of Illahabad 

In conformity to the pnncipleB above stated, the Governor-Geneial addressed a 
letter to Himmut Bahauder, stating in general teims lus Excellency’s views with 
respect to the piovincc of Bundelcund, and desiring him to despatch to Illahabad 
a confidential Agent tor the express purpose of confuting with Mr Mercer on the 
details of the proposed arrangement The objects of Himmut Bahaudur were 


* Mr Mercer belonged to the medical bianch of the Company’s service 
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stated, to be the attainment of a jaggcei within the Coinp uiy’s piuvim.es, aid the 
release of lus relation Onnao Gcei, a subject ot the Nabob Vi/iu, who laid lain 
convicted of participating in the revolt of Viziei Ally, ind in consequence was in 
confinement at Lucknow Mr Mcicci was authonzcd to accede to these condi¬ 
tions undei a ieseivation with lespect to the degiee in which the exertions ol 
Himmut Bahaudur might be applied foi the attainment of the desued object 

The imperfect knowledge possessed by this government with inspect to tin 
internal state of Bundelcund and of the idative situations of the several Bundcl di 
chiefs possessing power or influence in that province pi ecluded the pi ncticnbility 
of determining at that time the specific airangemcnts which it might be advisable 
to enter into with them foi the attainment ot the object in view Mi Mciui 
was informed that those arrangements weie to be legulatcd by the information 
which he might be enabled to acquire on those points after his arrival at Illaliabad, 
and by the general spirit of his Excellency’s views and intentions 

The Goveinoi -General, howevei, added to that intimation borne gcncml insti no¬ 
tions with legaid to the natuie of the engagements to be concluded with those 
chieftains 

Some geneial instructions were also communicated to Mi Mcicer with lespect 
to the conclusion of engagements with Rajah Adject Sing, the heicditaiy chief of 
Bogheilcund or Rewah Muckundpooi, by which that chieftain should consent to 
oppose any attempt on the part ot the enemy to penetiatc into his countiy 
through the passes which are situated on the frontiei of that piovince Tins 
negotiation was subsequently transferred to the Magistiate of Muzapore, and its 
piogiess and result will be stated in a subsequent part of tins despatch 

In pursuing the instructions to Mi Mercer, the Governoi-General pioceeded to 
state hiB Excellency s sentiments on the subject of concluding engagements with 
the Rana of Gohud and othei chiefs of the tribe of Jauts, whose ancient tei ato¬ 
nes had been subjected to the authouty of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and who were 
supposed to be anxious for an opportunity of obtaining then emancipation fiom 
the oppiessive authouty of the Mahrattas 


The Governor- Genei al was decidedly of opinion, that in the event of a war, the 
security of the BntiBh possessions in the Doab required the entire extinction of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s authority and influence in the noith-westein provinces of 
Hmdostan, but that the extension of the British dominion on the west of the 
Jumna was not desuable beyond the piovince of Bundelcund, and the posts or 
territory necessary to Becuie the navigation of the nvei Jumna On this pnnctple 
therefore the Governor-General authorized the conclusion of engagements with 
the Rana of Gohud and othei chieftains m the novth-western provinces of Ilm- 
dostan, securing to them the undisturbed possession of their heieditary tcnuics 
on the condition of their zealous and ready co-operation with the British Govern¬ 
ment to the extent of their lespective means in expelling the troopB of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah fiom that quarter of Hmdostan, and in preventing any future at¬ 
tempt on the pait of that chieftain 01 of any other foieign power to establish an 
authority in those provinces 

With this view the Governoi General deemed it expedient to authorize an 
eventual advance of money to the Rana of Gohud (who was said to possess con- 
sidemble influence with all the chiefs of the tnbe of Jauts) to enable him to col¬ 
lect hiB adherents ana to co operate with the BntiBh forces 
Ihc Governoi-General also addiessed a letter to the Rana of Gohud, inviting 
his co-opeiation, which Mi Mcicei was directed to convey to that chieftain, it his 
co-opciatmn should subsequently be consideied an object of importance 
Ihc Goveinoi-Gcneial next adveitedto the importance of concluding defensive 
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engagements with the R ijpoot chieftains of Jyen igm md Todopoie witli a view to 
the efhctml exclusion ct Dowlut Rao Sundiah fiom the uoith vvcstu 11 pinvmces 
ol IIindoBtan 

PiCviously to the date of these instiuctions, the Goveinoi Gencial had trans¬ 
mitted to his E\cclltncy the Commandei in-Chiet lctteib addressed to those 
Rajahs, containing pioposals on the part of the Butisli Government toi the con¬ 
clusion of a defensive alliance 

Copies of those lctteis weic enclosed 111 Mi Meicer’s instiuctions, and Mi 
Mcrcci was leferied to these documents toi mfoimation with lcgaid to the natuic 
ot the engagements pioposcd to be concluded with those chieftains 

The geneial tenoi ot the Goveinoi Gcncial’s piopOBitions was, that m the 
event of hostilities between the Bntish Government and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, the 
Rnjalis ot Jyenagui and Jodeporc should co opciatc with the whole ot then foices 
against the possessions of that chieftain and of his allies llut the actual posses¬ 
sions and the just rights and independence of those Rajahs Blioulil be guaianteed 
by the Bntish Government against the attempts of any state 01 power to injuie 
01 invade them Ihat those RnjaliB should engage to conclude a definitive ticaty 
ofpeipetual defensive alliance with the British Government on such teims as 
should heieafter be adjusted between the contracting paitics 
The Goveinoi-Gencial at the same time stated in lus instiuctions to Mr 
Mercei the expediency of obtaining the consent of the Jaut and Rajpoot chiefs to 
the establishment of a Bntish Bubsidiaiy ioice within then dominions 
The Governor Geneial then pioccedcd to state Ins views and intentions with 
lespect to 7cib-oo Nissa Begum, commonly named Sumroo's Begum The 
Begum’s Jaghcci being Bituated within the Doab, the Goveinoi-Geneial ex¬ 
pressed his desne that in any engagements cntcicd into on the part ot the 
Bntish Government, such conditions might be lnsciteil as might facilitate the 
intioduction of the Bntish icgulutions into the Jagheu, in the event of the settle¬ 
ment of the adjoining parts of the Doab being foimcd upon the system of Govern 
ment established in the British possessions 

The Govcrnoi-Gcneial hod at different times received fiom Sumioo’b Begum 
lctteis containing the cxpiession ot her desne to place herself undei the protec¬ 
tion of the Bntish Government Adveiting to the relation m which the Begum 
stood towaids Dowlut Rao Scindiah, it was impracticable even if it bad been 
desirable to accede to her propositions during the existence of amity and peace 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, without a violation of good faith The Governor- 
General theiefore hod uniformly declined those proposals, signifying however to 
the Begum that if an occasion should ever occui, the Governor-General would be 
happy to lcceive the pi oofs of her attachment to the Bntish Government 
The late conduct of Dowlut Rao Scindiah howevci removed evciy objection to 
the acceptance of the Begum’s proposals r lhc Goveinoi-General theiefore ad- 
dicssed a lettci to the Begum, adveiting to his Excellency’s lcply to lici onginal 
propositions, and lefeirmg her to the Conimandei m-Chicf foi a detail of the 
anangements which it would be piopoi to adopt for the puipose of connecting 
her interests with those of the Bntish Government, and the Begum was at the 
same time lequired to despatch a confidential agent to the Commandcr-in Chiefs 
camp, for the purpose of confcmng with the Commandei-m-Chief on that sub¬ 
ject rha,t letter was subsequently tiansmitted to lus Excellency the Coramander- 
m-Chicf, with separate instructions on that subject fiom the Goveinoi-General, 
of which the substance will be found stated m a subsequent pait of this despatch 
The Govcmoi Gencial deeming it to be of the utmost importance that the 
details of the measures dnccted by those instructions should lie conducted mulct 
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the inspection ot his Excellency the Coramander -111 Chief, Mi Meitu was di¬ 
rected as Boon as he might deem the negotiation with reBpect to Bundelcund to 
be in Buch a state of progiess as to admit of his piocceding to join his Excellency 
the Commander in Chief, to entrust the furthei piosecution of the anangcmuit 
foi the occupation of Bundelcund to the collectoi of Illahabad and to pioceod to 
the head quarteis of his Excellency the Commander-in Chief, by whom Mi 
Meicei would be furnished with such furthei instructions as might appeal to be 
necessary 

By a sepaiate lettei to the Commandei-m-Chief, undei date the 27th ot Tuly, 
the Qoveinoi-Geneiol in Council vested the Commandci-m Chief with the poweis 
necessary to enable the Commandei m-Clnef to cany into effect the opeiations 
and political anangements prescribed by the Governor -General's despatch to tlip 
Commandei-m-Chief of the Bame date 

The letttr to the Commandei‘•in Chief, which vestB him with full poweis to 
cany into effect those operations and anangements, accoids in pnntiplc with the 
instiuctions which were issued to the honouiable Majoi-Gcneiol WclleslcVi uudei 
date the 26th June, 1803, vesting that oflicei with full poweiB to undcitake all 
negotiations and anangements connected eithti with the piosecution of w n, oi 
with the conclusion of peace 

The Commandei m-Chief was vested with full poweis to decide upon any cjucs- 
tion which might anse in the prosecution ot the measuics picscnbcd by the 
Goveinor-Geneial’s ordeis with relation to any points connected with the allans 
of the Mahratta states boidenng the Jumna His Excellency was howevei di- 
lected to refer to the Goveinor-Geneial in all cases wheie immediate decision did 
not appeal to be absolutely necessaiy Under the same reservations the Coui- 
mander-in Chief was empoweied to commence and to conclude negotiations with 
any of the Mahratta chiefs and Jageeidirs, loi the puipose of piomotmg the 
general objects of the alliance with the Peishwa oi of the operations in the field 
The Commander m-Chief was also especially empoweied to conclude any en¬ 
gagements with M Peiron or any of Scindiah’B Euiopean oi native ofhceis, with 
any of the chieftains or Rajahs of Bundelcund, with the Rajahs of Jyenagui or 
Jodepore, and othei Rajpoot chiefs, and with the Rana of Gohud and othei Jaut 
chieftains, with Sumioo’s Begum, and with any othei chiefs of the Seiks on the 
principles stated m the instructions to Mi Mercei, the substance of which has 
been alieady submitted to yom honouiable Committee 
The Commandei-m-Chief was also empowered to conclude engagements with 
his Majesty Shall Aulum, with lefeience however to a sepaiate lettei respecting 
his Majesty, and the Commandei-m-Chief was fuithei authorized to conclude 
such engagements with the subordinate Mahiatta chieftiuns, situated on the north¬ 
western fiontiei of Oude, as might appeal expedient for the purpose of securing 
their co operation in the event of wai with the confederated Mahiatta chieftains 
The Govemoi-Geneial intimated to the Commandcr-in-Chief that copies of 
those instructions would be sent to Lieut Geneial Stuart, to Major General Wei 
lesley, to the Residents at the several couits, and to the Governor-General’s 
agent in the ceded piovinces, with directions to each of those authorities to 
co operate with the Commander-In-Chief in ell points connected with the exeicise 
of the powers vested in the Commandei-m-Chief 
The Commander m-Chief was also requested to hold the most confidential and 
unreBeived mteicouise with Majoi Geneial Wellesley, copies of whose instruc¬ 
tions were transmitted to the Commander-in Chief for his Excellency’s infor¬ 
mation 

In the execution of the picctding instructions, the Commaiider-in-Chief was 
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uithou/ed to icquue the sei vicls ot any civil officcis, whose assistance might be 
deemed nccesstuy to thL despatch oi aftous connected with the aubjcct of the 
Govunoi-Ceneial’s oidcis 

The Governoi General in Council now piocceds to state to your honouiable 
Committee the substance of lus Excellency’s sepaiatc instructions to the Com- 
mandci-m-Chicf on distinct branches of the geneial plan ot operations and poli¬ 
tical auangenicnts communicated to the CommandLi-m Chief in the Go\einor- 
Geneial’s despatch to his Excellency ot the 27th July 
by a sepaiatc lcttei ot that date, the Commandu m-Chicf was furnished with a 
detail ot the mcasuics to be puisucd with lespect to his Majesty Shah Aulum and 
the royal family, in the event of his Maiesty and the loyal tamily coming under 
the ptoLcction ot the Butish Government 

DLUiung it to be desirable that his Majesty Shah Aulum should he speedily 
appii/td ot the Governoi Gcneial’a intentions in his Majesty's favour, the Go- 
vunoi-Geneial addressed a letter to Ins Majesty, intimating that in the actual 
cnsis of affans, Ins Majesty would piolnbly have an caily oppoitumty of placing 
himself undei the protection of the Bi ltish Government, and assuimg his Majesty 
that if he should be disposed to accept the asylum wluch the Commandci m- 
Clnef had been dn ccted to oftei to him, evei y demonsti ation of i cspect and atten¬ 
tion would be manifested towards his Majesty on the part of the Butish Govern¬ 
ment, and that an adequate piovision would be made foi the suppoit of his 
Majesty and of Ins family and household, and ietuiing his Majesty tor furthei 
details to the communications ot the Commander m-Chicf 
Ihis lettei was tiansmitted to his Excclhncy the Commandci m Chief, with 
instiuctions iLspecting the mode of iorwaidmg it to his Majesty 
With a view to piovide agunst the piobablc attempt ot the Fiench ofhcci in 
chaigc ot the Mogul’s poison, to place his Majesty beyond the icach of ouj power 
in the event ot any movement of the Butish tioops against Delhi, the Com¬ 
mandu m Chief was paiticulaily mstiuctcd to lcgulate the opciations of the 
aimy in such a manual as to hustiatc the success ot such a plan 
Ihe Goveinoi General obseived to the Commandei m-Chicf, that the airange- 
ment to be finally concluded with respect to lus Mgjcsty Shah Aulum, involved 
questions of gieat political and national importance which would form the subject 
of lutuic delibciation That for the picsent it was the intention of the Go- 
vemor-Geneiol mciely to secuie for his Majesty the protection of the Butish 
Government, and to assign to his Majesty and to the royal family of Delhi, a pio¬ 
vision foi their immediate suppoit, the extent ot which must be legulatedby 
futuie events The Governoi-Geneial, however, expiessed lus opinion that the 
Empeioi would not hesitate to place himself under Butish protection without 
any previous stipulation Ihe appaicnt impossibility ot his Majesty effecting his 
escape hom Delhi foi the puiposc of claiming the proffeied piotcction of the 
Butish Government, tendered it unnecessary to contemplate tint event 

the occupation of Delhi, appealed to the Governoi-Geneial to aftoid the only 
piospect ot atloiding to his Majesty the piotcction of the British power The Go¬ 
vernoi Geneial expressed to the Commander in Chief an anxious desire that when 
that event should take place, his Majesty and the loyal family should immediately 
cxpeucnce the benefit of the change, by rectivnig from the Commandci-in-Chief 
and from all poisons acting undei the Butish authority, eveiy demonsti ation otie- 
veience and respectful care, and thatevciyicgaid should be paid to the comfoit and 
convenience of his Majesty and the royal family, consistent with the due secunty 
of then ptiBonB The Goveinor-Gcneial directed that if his Majesty Shah Aulum 
should come undei the protection of the Butish Government, the Commander in- 
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Chief bhoulil immediately appoint a civil 01 militaiy officer pio}ici]> qiuliliLdto 
attend his Majesty m the capacity of lcpicsentative of the Biitit.fi Government, 
with instructions to such officer for the legulation of his conduct tow uds his 
Majesty and the royal family, founded on the actual cucumstances of then situa¬ 
tion 

Under the Governor-Geneiol’siesolution to postpone any final anangcment with 
lespect to his Majesty and the royal family, the Commandei-in Chief was in¬ 
structed to decline entering into any negotiation with Ins Majesty foi that pui pose 
The Commandei m-Chief was also dnected to lefei to the Govemoi Geneial any 
propositions which might be leceived from his Majesty of a natuie to admit the 
delay of a refeience 

The nature of the instiuctions to Mr Mercer, of which the substance is stated in 
former paragraphs of this despatch, rendeied it necessary totiansmit to his Excel¬ 
lency the Commander-m Chief directions which might enable the Commandei -in 
Chief to legulate and support Mr Mercer's pioceedings, and to cany into effect 
such of the measures described m Mr Meicer’s instiuctions as depended foi then 
immediate execution on the exercise of the poweis vested m the Commandei m- 
Chief TheGovemor-Geneial accoidingly issued sepaiate instructions to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief forthat expiess purpose The objects to which the attention of the 
Commandei m-Chief was paiticularly directed weie—1st To the suppoit of the 
arrangements which Mi Mercei might conclude with the chiefs of Bundlccund, 
by the application of a military force to such an extent as the Commandei-in Chief 
might deem sufficient to the exigencies of the public seivice in that quartei 2ndly 
The conclusion of arrangements with the Rajahs of Jyenagur and Jodepoor calcu¬ 
lated to secure theu eventual co operation with the British troops against the 
Mahratta powei 

The Governor General in Council has already stated to youi honourable Com¬ 
mittee the substance of the letteis which the Goveinor-Generol addressed to the 
Rajahs of Jyenagur and Jodepoor, wi + h a view to obtain the co-operation of those 
chieftains, and to induce them to conclude treaties of defensive alliance with 
the British Government Those letteis weie privately despatched to his Excellency 
the Commander-m-Chief with instructions to forward them to their respective 
addresses, with every practicable degree of secrecy and expedition 

The Governoi -General stated to the Gommander-in- Chief that he had every reason 
to be satisfied of the disposition of the Rajahs of Jyenagur and Jodepooi to connect 
themselves with the British Government, for the purpose of emancipating them¬ 
selves horn the oppiessive control of the Mahrattaa The Goveinoi-Geneial at 
the same time observed, that the diead of M Penon’B resentment might deter 
those chieftains fiom an immediate manifestation of that disposition That the 
immediate despatch of a commissionei to those chieftains for the purpose of nego¬ 
tiation might mduce M Peiron to adopt measures to pievent their co opeiation 
with the Bntish forces, and that the dangei of a disclosure would probably prevent 
those chieftains from despatching confidential agents to the Commander m-Chief, 
agreeably to the suggestion contain ed m theGovernor-General’s letters to then address 

The Governoi-General therefore suggested to the Commandei-in-Chief, the 
expediency of communicatmg his sentiments on that subject in writing to the 
Rajahs of Jyenagui and Jodepoor, if those chieftains m consequence of the Go¬ 
vernor-General ’b piopositions should signify to the Commander-in-Chieftheir desue 
to co-opeiate with the British forces 

The third object to which the attention of the Commander in Chief was dnected, 
was the pioposed arrangement with the Rana of Gohud Ills Excellency was 
directed to regulate his proceedings vith legard to that chieftain, and the Jauts 
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accouhng to 11k inioimition which his Excellency might lcccivc £iom Mi Meicci 
lispectmg the situation, power, and disposition ol those chicltuns 

1 lie attention ot the Coinmandei-in Chief was duccted 4thly to the anange- 
incnt which the Govei noi -Genei al pi oposed to concludcwith respect to the Jaghcci 
of Sunuoo’s Begum Die Commandci 111 -Chief was furnished with copies of the 
letteis horn the Begum to the Govei noi Geneial, communicating her desire to 
place heistlf unrlci the piotection of the Bntish Govcinnicnt, md ot the Govu- 
nor-Gencial’s leply 

the Govei noi Geneial also tiansmitted to the Commandci-m-Chict tlielcttci to 
the Begum, in which the Govcinoi Geneial communicated to liei lus acceptance 
ot hci piopos Us 

Ihc Govunoi Geneial lequcatcd that the Gommandei m-ChicFs negotiations 
with the Begum might be directed to the object of facilitating the iutuic mtieduc¬ 
tion of the Bntish lcgulations into her Jaghcci m the mannei desenbcd m Mi 
Mei cci’s mstuictioiis 

The Governor Geneial also signified to the Comnmndci in Chief his desne, that 
the Begum’s Jaghcei should be ultimately commuted tor a stipend piopoitioncd 
to the piotits of hei temtonal possessions, and to the sci vices which the Bntish 
Government might denvc from the cxution of hoi aid and influence 
The Govei noi-Geneial fuithei suggested to the Commandci-m-Chicf, that tile 
Begum should be lequncd to lccal hei battalions seivmg m the aimy of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, and to employ her influence m the Doab, in suppoi ting the cause 
ot the British Govei nment ns the conditions of hei admission to the benefit of oui 
piotection 

l he Govcinor-Geneial having alieidy appn/ed the Commander-m-Clucf of his 
Iuidslup’s geneial views and intentions with respect to the campaign agauibt 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the noitli west of India, deemed it nccessaiy to state to 
the Commandci m-Cliict certain mbs foi the conduct ot the army aitei it should 
have passed the tiontici ot the Company’s piovincos Ihcsc nilcs wcio cilculntcd 
to facilitate the success ot the British army, to conciliate the mmds of the inhnbi 
touts of the countiy, and to enable the Commander-in Chief to secure supplies in 
the held For these puiposcs the Cominander-in-Chief was duected to issue a 
proclamation m Ins own name, piomising piotection to the poisons and properties 
of nil such peisons as should supply the army on leasonable terms with cattle, 
grain, &c with further assmonccs that no peison should be m any way molested 
excepting such as should appear in aims, or should impede the opeiations of the 
aimy by the removal of any supplies useful to its progiess and subsistence 

Gicat attention to the oidcrly conduct of the army was recommended with a 
view to conciliate the inhabitants ot the countries through which it might pass, 
and tor the accomplishment of the same object, the Commandei-in Chief was 
dn acted to publish tram tunc to time, such assuianccs as might be adapted to the 
occasion 

Hie Govei noi-General deeming it piobablc thnt other of the tnbutones, and 
principal ofliceis of Scindiah, besides those descubed in the mstiuctions to the 
Commandci m-Chicl and to Mi Meicei, might be inclined to lcnounce then 
allegiance to Scmdiah, and to place themselves under the piotection of the Com¬ 
pany, and being satisfied that the wai m which the British Government expected 
to be involved by the aggi ession ol Scmdiah lendcied it both just and expedient 
to take advantage of the discontent and disaffection of the subjects or officeis of 
the enemy, Ills Excellency erapoweied the Commander-m-Chief to give to all 
tubutaucs and otlieiB who Bhuuld renounce their allegiance to Scmdiah, and 
should zealously cndeavoui to suppoi t the cause of the Bntish Government and 
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its allies, the most positive assuiances of effectual piotection m the name of tliL 
honomable Company 

The Governor-General also deemed it to be advisahlethat the inhabitants of that 
part of the Doab which was subject to the authonty of Dovlut Rao Scmdiah and 
M Peiron, should be appnzed of the geneial secunty of poisons and piopeity 
affoidedby the system of administration intioduced by the Bntish Govcinmcntmto 
the ceded provinces, with a view to induce the subjects of the M ihratta powci in 
the Doab, to accept the piotection of the Company It appcned to the Goveinoi - 
General that the Commander in Chief might find it practicable as the aimy undtr 
his command should advance into the enemy’s countiy, to efiect a settlement of 
the levenues of the conquered country for a teim of one yeai with the pin sons who 
might be in actual possession The benefits to be expected fiom such a measure 
were—1st That it would afford an acceptable lesource foi the piosecutiun of the 
war, and 2ndly That if it were effected on model ate teims, it might attach to oui 
cause a body of men vho would not only possess the means of affording essential 
assistance m the provision of supplies, but who would likewise oppose a foi mida- 
ble baniei against any incursions into our own tenltoiics, 01 into the icscivcd 
dominions of the Nabob Vizier 

With a view to secure to the Commander m-Chief the aid of all the civil and 
military servants of the Company on eveiy lequisite occasion, a pioclamation was 
issued by the Governor General in Council commanding all the civil servants and 
mihtaiy officers subject to the authority of this government, to pay piompt obedi¬ 
ence to all such requisitions or ordeis as they might receive from the Commander- 
in Chief 

By a lefeience to the notes which weie tiansmitted to his E\cellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief in the month of June 1803, your honouiable Committee will 
obBeive, that the instructions to the Commander m-Chief above-detailed were 
founded exclusively on the plan of opeiations and arrangements desenbed in those 
notes The information which the Govemoi Geneial received from theResident with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, between the date on which those notes were despatched, 
and the date of his Excellency’s instructions to the Commandei-m-Chicf abun¬ 
dantly confirmed the necessity of the measures which the Governor General had 
lesolved eventually to adopt for the vindication of the right and secunty of th'e 
interests of the Bntish Goa eminent and its allies 
Thenanative of Colonel Collins’ b pioceedings at the court of DowlutRao Scmdiah 
from the period of the last date specified m a formei paragiaph of this despatch, 
will be regularly continued in a subsequent paragiaph It is propei however to state 
m this place, that in a lettei fiom Colonel Collins dated the 14th June, and leccived 
on the 6th July, the Resident transmitted apapei of intelligence fiom his agent at 
Delhi, stating that messengei9 from Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had lately come to the 
Rohillah chieftain Gholaum Mohummud Khaun who resided at Nadown, and 
letteis had been received by that chieftain fiom General Perron inviting him to 
proceed with his followers towards the station of General Peiron’s army by the 
way of Saharunpore, for the purpose of exciting commotions in the Jagheei of 
Rampore m Rohilcund, and assuung Gholaum Mohummud of ample support both 
from Scmdiah and Geneial Peiron, and that Geneial Perron had clandestinely 
addiessed letters to the principal persons residing in the Jagheer of Rampore in 
Rohilcund and other places, uiging them to employ their exertions in disturbing 
the tianquillity of the Company’s possessions 
This intelligence was corioborated by information lepeatedly received and com¬ 
municated to the Governor General by the Resident at Lucknow and the agent of 
the Goveinoi Geneial m the ceded piovmces of Oude, of the preparations of Gho 
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liimn Mohuinniud khaun toi tin uv owed puipose ot complying with the suggestions 
\\hu.h lie had rccuved from‘hmdiali mid Genual Peri on, to excite distuibances 
m tliL distuct of llampoic, and to diotuib the tianquillity ot the Viziei's and the 
< ompany’s dominions 

Inconsequence ol this inhumation, ltbcciniL ncccssaiy tint tin. conduct and 
motions of Gholiiuin Mohumniud khiun should be obscivul with vigilancL, and 
tint ovtiy piucticnble cxcatiun should hi made to h usti utc the i xocution of his 
liostdo designs nid to su/i his pcison Gholauni Mohuinmud khaun had foi 
some >Lais lcsulcd at Nadown, unilci the protection ol llqah Sunsai Chnnd, the 
piopnctoi ol that tiniton Undn a supposition that Rajah Sunsn Chund 
might be induced by motives ot sdf mtiiest to delivci Cdiolmni Mohummud 
khaun into tin hands ol the llntish Government, m to detain that chieltam, and 
theicby pi event tin piosecution ol Ins hostile designs, mstiuclions wen issued 
to the Resident at Iucknow, diicctmg luni to despatch a confidential agent to 
bunsar Chund, foi the accomplishment ot these objects A copy of these mstiuc- 
tious was ti uismitted to the Commandei ln-Clncl, with u disci etionary powei to 
enlaigc 01 limit the powois of the agent to be employed on this occasion, and to 
altei oi to modify the oidcis to the Resident at Lucknow, m such a manner as in 
the Commandei -m-Chief's judgment might appear best calculated to maintain the 
peace and tionquillity ol Oude and Rohilcund 

On the lihtli ot July, the Governoi Geneial lecuved fiom Mr I cyceBtei, the 
collector, of Moiaudabad, copies of lctteis flora Dowlut Rao Sundiah to Gholaum 
Mohummud khaun and Bumboo khaun (the son ot the late Zabcta khan, who 
occupied a tenitory in the vicinity ot Sihaiunpoie), declaring the intention of 
Scmdiah to commence a w n of aggicssion igainst the Butish power, and insti¬ 
gating those clncltains to co-operate with the foices of Geneial Peiron, against 
the Butish possessions 

These documents weie tiansmittcd to Mi I cyccstoi by Bumboo Khaun, nccom- 
puucd by ail olfci of his sciuccs to the Butish Goveinment 

It w is manifest tint the public scivici might he essentially piomoted by se¬ 
em ing the ittachment and exu tions ot Bumboo khaun m the actual crisis of 
affans, the Gov einoi-General thercfoie deemed it to be advisable to accept those 
oveituies, and his Excellency accoidmgly addressed a letter to that chieftain, 
signifying a disposition to accept Ins sciviees, and to extend to him in ictuin for 
his exertions, the protection and power of the British Government 
This letter was tiansmittcd to his Excellency the Commandei 111 -Chief, together 
with copies of the letter fiom the collectoi of Moiaudabad and of its enclosuies, 
and with geneial instructions tor the legulation of the Commandcr-m Chiefs 
conduct with lespect to Bumboo khaun 

The Goveinor Geneial left to the determination of his Excellency the Com¬ 
mandei m-Chief, the inode in which the influence and cxei tions of Bumboo khaun 
could he most advantageously employed toi the benefit ot the public service, but 
at the same time suggested to the Commander-in-Cluet the expediency of encou- 
1 aging Bumboo khaun to appichend md to dehvei thepeison of Gholaum Mo¬ 
huinmud khaun into the hands of the Butish powei, or at least to prevent Gho¬ 
laum Mohummud fiom pioceeding with the force which he might have collected, 
either foi the puiposc of joining the army under Geneial Person, or of effecting 
distuibances m the terntoiy of the Company, oi of the Nabob Vizier 
The concessions to be oileied to Bumboo khaun weie necessarily left to the 
‘discretion of the Commander m-Chief, but the Commander-m Chief was specially 
* authorized to offer to Bumboo Khaun a pecuniary rewaid, if the Commander in- 
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Chief should be of opinion that such on offer would stimulate the cxeitions ol 
Bumboo Khaun 

Although the Governor-General entertained no doubt of the authenticity of the 
letters fiom Scmdiah to Gholaum Mohummud Khaun and Bumboo Khaun, of 
which the documents transmitted by the latter to Mr Leycestei aie said to be 
copies, his Excellency deemed it advisable to direct Mi Leycestei to endeavoui 
to piocuie from Bumboo Khaun the onginals of those letters, and foi that puipose 
Mi Leycester was directed to despatch a confidential agent to that chieftain with 
the necessary instructions , and Mi Leycester was authorized eventually to ofifei 
a considerable sum of money for the attainment of those impoitant documents 

In addition to the measures descubed in His Excellency’s several despatches to 
the Commander-in-Chief, the substance of which has been alieady stated, the 
Governor-Geneial deemed it to be necessary to issue special instiuctions on the 
subject of obtaining the co operation of the principal chieftains of the tube of 
Seiks, m the event of a contest with theMahiatta powei, and of inducing the 
Rajah of Puttefila to oppose the progiess of Gholaum Mohummud Khaun to¬ 
wards the piovince of Rohilcund 

Deeming it expedient to place undei the oideis of his Excellency the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief, persons who might be qualified to aid the Commandoi-in-Chief 
in the conduct of the important and extensive airangements committed to his 
chaige, the Govemoi-Geneial directed Lieut -Colonel Symes* (who with a laudable 
zeal for the public seivice had lehnquished his intention of pioceedmg to Euiope 
for the benefit of his health, and had offeied his services m the existing cnsis of 
affairs), to attend the Commander-in Chief with the least piacticable delay, for the 
puipose of undei taking such political duties, connected with the opeiationb of the 
army, as the Commander-in-Chief might thmh propei to assign to him The sub¬ 
sequent aggravation of Lieut -Colonel Symes’s severe illness utterlj pi ecluded the 
possibility of his proceeding to join the camp of the Commandei-in-Chief, and 
compelled that highly meritorious and able officer to resume his intention of pro¬ 
ceeding to Europe The duties eventually assigned to Lieut -Colonel Symes, were 
subsequently transferred to Captain J Baillie, in the mannei noticed in a subse¬ 
quent part of this despatch 

The Govern or-General in Council has now communicated to your honouiable 
Committee the substance of the provisional instructions issued by the Governor- 
General to his Excellency the Commander-m-Chief, with regard to the military 
operations and political arrangements committed to the immediate superintendence 
of the Commander-m-Chief, m the event of a war with the confedeiatcd Mahiatta 
chieftains 

The instructions issued in conformity to the plan of operations and arrange¬ 
ments, stated in the Goveinoi General’s despatch to the Commandei-m-Chief of 
the 27th of July, for the defence of the line of frontier from Midnapore to Muza- 
P°i e J for securing the passes m Bhogailcund, foi conducting negotiations with the 
feudatories and dependents of the Rtqah of Berar, on the western confines of the 
Bntish possessions, and for the occupation of the piovince of Cuttack, will be 

* Foimeily employed as ambassador from the Bntish Government to the couit 
of Ava, in the execution ol the duties of which mission, Colonel Symes highly 
distinguished himself by lus zeal, ability, and judgment Colonel Symes pub¬ 
lished a nan alive ot his mission, containing also much impoitant and interesting 
information of an histoncal, geogi iphical, and statistical natuie respecting the 
Buimese empire 
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lound descnbcd m a subsequent put ot this despatch, togethei with the mode in 
which thost mstuictions wcie earned into effect 

The Gov ernoi Geneial in Council uow resumes the subject of Colonel Collins’s 
negotiations, and ol the piocccdings at the Couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

The meeting of the two chiLfs, Dowlut Rao Scmdivh mdthcRyah ot Bern, 
took pi ice on the 4th of June at Mulhapooi, on the fiontier of his Highness the 
Nuum’s dominions 

On the 5th, Colonel Collins sent his native becietaiy with v complimentuy 
messige to the Rapib ol 13tiar lhc Rjjah iccuvcd the native Su-ietoiy with 
gicat civility, aud mioimed hun that on the picu.dmg night he had leccivcd a 
lettu hom the Govunoi Guieial, togttliu with n copy of the tieaty ot Basscrn 
lhe native SeciLtinj was inioinud by the piincipil Minister of the Rajah, that 
the Govemoi Guili ll s lettu bi ought the fust intelligence of the ictuul conclu¬ 
sion ol a tuaty between the Bntish Go\eminent and the Peishwa, Jadoon Rao 
(tbc ministci despatched to the Couit ot the Rajih ot Bciu by Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diali), having merely stated that those powcisweic employed in negotiating a 
tieaty 

Nothing passed between Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah or Beiai beyond 
the customaiy ceiemomals, pieviously to the evening ot the 8th of the month ot 
June, when those chieftains held along confeience Colonel Collins on the fol¬ 
lowing day duacted a confidential native in his employ to intimate to Scmdiah, 
that as he had now had an mtaview with the lt.ijah of Berar, it was incumbent 
on him to give an immediate and explicit answei to the question uiged by the 
Resident at the conference ot the 28th of May 

The reply to tins intimation was evasive , and as an attempt made by the same 
agent to piocuie from Jadoon Rao (who accompanied the Rajah ot Beiar to Mul- 
hapuoi, and had lcsumcd bis situation ot Pume Ministci at the Duibar ot Scin- 
diali), some explanation ot his mastei’s intentions, was equally unsatisiactoij, 
the Resident on the 12th addiesscd a memonal to Scmdiah, uigmg the necessity 
ot Ins dcclaimg Ins intentions, and stating, that in the event ot a refusal to aftoid 
an immediate explanation. Colonel Collins would quit Scindiah's camp The 
memonal was piesentcd by the Resident’s native Sccictuy, who was informed in 
icply, that it was necessary for Scmdiah to have another interview with the Rajah 
ot Beiur, but that on answei should be given in the course of two oi three 
days 

The Resident sent his native Secretaiy to the camp of the Rajah of Bern, in 
Older to appnze him of the contents of the memorial which the Resident had 
addiesscd to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and to ascertain whcthei the Rajah of Beiai 
had piepaied any answei to the Govcinor Geneial’s letter of the 13th of May 
The native Societaly explained to the Rajah of Beiar the tenoi of the confci- 
cnco between Colonel Collins and Scmdiah, and the occasion and object of the 
Resident’s memonal, and lcmaiLcdthat, as Scmdiah had committed to the Ra¬ 
jah of Bciar’s wisdom, the alternative of peace or wai with the Company, the pie- 
scivation of fnendship would i edound highly to his honour, whilst the event of 
wai would have a contiaiy effect 

To this the Rajah ot Buar icplicd, that lie would not give his consent to any 
mcasuie whatever, until he should peitectlj understand the situation of affairs, 
and asecitain the natui e ot the demands of the British Government upon Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah , he added that he would not quit his piesent position until some 
decided mcasuie should have been adopted 
The native Sccrctaiv mfoimod the Riyah of Beiai that the Bntish Government 
had lcquiicd of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah that he should not obstruct the completion 



61 THE GO\EKNOK-GENtR\L IN COUNCIL TO Vpill, 

of the anangements concluded at Bassein, and that as a pi oof ol the smceiity of 
his amicable piofessions, he should retire to the noithwaid of the Neibudda lie 
proceeded to observe that Geneial Wellesley, at the head of the united foices of 
the honourable Company and of the Peishwa, had marched towauls the fiontiei 
of the Peishwa’a teiutones , and that the Bntish aimy was waiting in expectation 
of an explicit answer on the question of peace 01 war iiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
The native Secretary furthei lemaiked, that if an answei should be withheld, the 
Bntish Government would consider that cncumstance alone to be an indication of 
hostility 

The Rajah of Beiar in leply, urged the necessity of the Resident’s awaiting not 
only the result of another meeting between Scmdiah and the Rajah ot Beiai, but 
also of an intended confcience between both those chieftains and Ilolkar, whose 
name was now introduced as a thud party necessaiy to be consulted in deciding 
the question of peace or war with the Company Seieedhui Punt, the Rajah of 
Bern’s ministei, pioposed that the British power and the Maluattnh chiefs should 
agree to abstain fiom hostilities, until a meeting of the thiee chiefs should have 
taken place HolLar at this time was at a gieat distance fiom Mulkapooi 

The ministei then pioceeded to observe, that the Governoi Goneial’s lettei to 
the Rajah of Beiai contained an asseition that Dowlut Rao Sundiah had dis¬ 
tinctly expressed his consent to the advance of the Bntish tioops to Poonah loi 
the restoiation of the Peishwa, whereas that chieftain had plainly lcfused lus 
consent thiough Jadoon Rao 

The native Secretary acquainted Seieedhui Punt that Scindiah had signified 
biB explicit consent to that measure in a letter to Colonel Close, leceived at 
Bassein on the 3d of Maich, 1803, a copy of which was in the possession of 
Colonel Collins and could be communicated for Serecdhui Punt’s inspection 
The Rajah of Beiai, at the cloBe of the conference, promised to letuin an an¬ 
swer to the letter which he had leceived from the Goveinor-General, oftei a con¬ 
sultation with Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

Colonel Collins having leceived a verbal communication fiom+Scmdlah, inti¬ 
mating a wish that the Resident should pay a visit to the Rajah of Berar, the 
Resident on the 18th of June sent his native Secretary to the Rajah of Beiar in 
order to procui e the appointment of a certain dayfoi that ceietnony, but the 
Rajah appealed to be unwilling to receive the Resident, and not only declined to 
appoint any day, but even opposed obstacles to the intended visit 

As this behaviour appealed to the Resident to be the i esult of an agiecment be¬ 
tween the two chieftains, calculated foi the double puipose of insult and delay, 
he addressed on the 19th of June a memonal to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, apprizing 
that chieftain of his resolution to march from Scmdiah’s camp on the 22nd 

The ieply to this memonal, and the assuiance of a satisfactory answer within 
the space of six days, induced the Resident to consent to remain until the expua- 
tion of that term 

On the 25th of June, Colonel Collins paid his first visit to the Rajah of Berar 
On this occasion, the Rajah took occasion to adveit to the Govemor-Geneial’s 
letter of the 22nd of May, (the substance of which is stated in a preceding para 
giaph of this despatch, and a copy of which had been transmitted to the Rnjah by 
the Resident,) but when Colonel Collins endeavoured to intioduce a discussion of 
the subject of that lettei, the Rajah avoided it by declining to enter upon any busi¬ 
ness whatever 

On the 28th, the period appointed for the deliveiy of Scmdiah’s final answer to 
the Resident’s demands having expned, the Resident sent his native Secretary to 
Scindiah in oidei to remind him of his promise, when the native becietaiy was 
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mfoimcd that the ResidLnt would be united to a confciencc with ihe conledaatc 
clmftarns, at which they would jointly dcclaic to him tliui hn.il dctcimnntion 

On that occasion the native scciet uy pi esc nted a duplicate ot the Peishwa’s 
' lcttei to Scindiah, containing mtoi nnition of hit. Highness having entcicd into 
defensive engagements with the Bntish Govcinmcnt Scindiah and the mmistcis 
declaied that theoiigui.il had nevu been leceivcd, and J uloon ltuo obsuvtd, that 
no dependence could be placed on any such lcttcis bcfoic Seindiah had obtained a 
personal intei view with the Pcishwa 

Subsequently to the piomisc mndc by Scmdnih on the 2Hth of Tune, the Ri|ah 
of Beiar moved Ins camp to a gicatei distance iiom that of Dowlnt Rao Sundiah 
Thcuigent applications however ot Colonel Collms piocuied an mteiview with 
Dowlut Rio Sundiah on the 1st of July 

Hil Resident lemonstiated against the aitful evasions which the mmistcis 
of Scindiah had piactiscd xn older to avoid the accomplishment ot the wutten 
promise of then mastei 

He observed that ten days had elapsed without his lecuvmg the c\pl ination 
which he had been piomised m si\, and declaied tliat he would no lougci sufiu 
himself to he deceived 

The lCplies of Scindiah and of Jadoon Rao wcie evasive and unsatisfactoiy, and 
all e\planations with regaid to the menacing position of the contcdciate annios, 01 
to the intentions ot the chiefs lespccting the ticaty of Basscin, or to the question 
of " peace 01 war,” was lefcned to the lcsult of anothci contucncc between Sun 
diah and the Rajah of Bci at 

Notwithstanding the insiduous and insulting nntuic of those leplie-., the Resi¬ 
dent with a most lnudihle degiee ot caution andpiudcncc did not abandon all 
hopes ot bringing the negotiation to un amicable conclusion, the Resident theic- 
forc consented to remain in the camp of Dowlut Rao Sundiah on rooming tlu 
piomisi of Jadoon Rao flint the dcteimunition otthc confcduated ehieltams should 
not be delayed beyond the penod of tom 01 five days at the same time the Resi¬ 
dent declared that he couldnot he 1 csponsihle toi the commencement of hostilities 
which might immediately take place m consequence of the menacing position of 
the confederate armies, and repeated delay ol the communication of the losolution 
ot the chieftains 

On the 1th of July the Resident attended a confciencc which was holden at the 
camp of the Rajah of Beiar between that chieftain and Dowlut Rao Sundiah 

On that occasion Colonel Collms repeated the arguments which he had formeily 
stated in proof of the fucndly disposition of the Bntish Government, and the ami¬ 
cable tendency of the treaty of Basscin, and he asserted the i lght ot the Pcishwa t 
conclude engagements independently of the interference ot any auboidnmte 
chieftain 

In lcply to the Resident’s observations, Screcdhui Punt, the principal mi¬ 
nister of the Rajah of Bcrai, asscited the impropiicty ot the Pcishwa’s conduct m 
concluding the ticaty ot Basscin without the concunence or idviec ot the Rajah 
of Berar and Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

Colonel Collms leminclcd the minister that the delay ot those chieftains in 
marching to the assistance of the Pcishwa had compelled his Highness to seek the 
piotection of the Bntish Government 

Colonel Collms then lcpeated his demand of an explanation of the intention of 
the confedeiated chiefs, and attci mucli intei mediate discussion and evasion on the 
part of the mmistcis of the confedeiated chieftains, they distinctly dcclued to the 
Resident that they hnd no design whuteiei to oppose any eng laments which the 
British Government might have contiacted with the Pcishwa, and they also pin 

VOL V I 
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mised that then oimieB should neithei advance towaids Poonah noi ascend the 
Adjuntee Ghaut After these ossuiances they lequested that the Resident would 
endeavoui to prevent the neaiei approach of the Butish tioops Colonel Collins 
replied, that in order to evince the sincenty of then profession it was indispens¬ 
ably lequiBite that Dowlut Rao Scindiah should leciosB the Nerbudda, and that 
the Rajah of Beiar should letum to Nagpore, and that m the event ol those chief¬ 
tains complying with this pioposition, he hnd no doubt that Major-Gcneial Wel¬ 
lesley would withdiaw his troops also 

The Resident withdiew from the confeience without having obtained any satis 
factory assuiances of the consent of the confedeiate chiefs to such an auangc- 
ment 

On the 9th of July, the Resident received letters addressed to the Goveinoi - 
General from Dowlut Rao Sundiah and the Rajah of Beiar 

Both those letters contain an acknowledgement of the 1 eceipt of letteis fiom the 
Govemoi-Geneial on the subject of the treaty ofBassem 

The Rajah of Bern had at that time received the Goveinor-Geneial’s letteis ol 
the 13th and 22nd of May (of which the substance is stated in pieceding paiagraphs 
of this despatch), but his Excellency's lettei of the 3rd of June to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah on the subject of the tieaty of Bassein, was not delivered to that chief¬ 
tain until the day after the date ol his lettei winch icfeis to a despatch fiom the 
Govemoi-Geneial on that subject In these letteis the confedeiate chiefs asseit 
that the geneial consent and concunence of the piincipal blanches of the Mab- 
latta Empue was necessary to the validity of any important political engagements 
between his Highness the Peishwa and a foieign Btate, but at the same tunc they 
declaied that they had no intention to subvert the airangements ol the tieaty of 
Bassein, piovided that the Butish Government and the Peishwa entertained no in¬ 
tention to subvert the engagements subsisting between the Peishwa and the Mah- 
latta chieftains 

With a view to pieseive connection in the naiiative of Colonel Colhps’s nego 
tiations at the court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, it is necessary m this place to ad- 
vcitto intelligence which his Excellency the Goveinoi-Geneial received on the 
17th ol June horn the collector of Hlahabad, and to the mstiuctions which tho 
Govtuiui-Geneial in consequence issued to the Resident with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah 

By that intelligence it appealed that Dowlut Rno Scindiah had addicsscd letters 
to Ghunnee Behaudur and Himmut Behaudui, (the officers exeicising the chief au- 
thonty on the pait of his Highness the Peishwa in the piovmce ot Bundclcutid,) 
lcquumg them to be prepmed to cq operate with the confedeiate Maluatta 
wmies in hostile measuics against the Butish possessions, and that Dhuirum Rao, 
the commanding officer of a considerable body of horse, which had been despatched 
by Scindiah m the month of Apul to Kalpce, a station on the right bank of the 
Jumna contiguous to the British tciritoues, had received oiders from Scindiah to 
the same effect 

On icceipt of this information, the Goveinoi Geneial (on the 18th of June), 
deemed it pioper to direct the Resident to lequne Dowlut Rao Scindiah to acknow* 
ledge or to disavow those oiders, and accoidingly at a conference between the Re¬ 
sident and Dowlut ftao Scindiah, holden on the ICth of July, the Resident stated 
the substance ol that mfoimation to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and lequired him to 
declare wliethei he had actually issued ordeis of thenatuie described 

In lcply Dowlut Rao Scindiah assured the Resident m the most solemn inannci 
th it he had nc\ti issued such ordeis either totlic Pci6hwa’s ofhceis mBundelcund, 
oi to Dliuuum Kao, and that the latter chieftain had bten especially directed to 
lespect the Butish tuutorieo 
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The amicable tcnoi of the language and bchavioui of Dowlut Rao Scindiah at 
this intci view induced the Resident to lcnew the subject of Scindiali’s letuin to 
Ilindostan In answer to the Resident’s obseivations on that subject, Scindmh’s 
principal minister leplied, that as soon as Sundiah and the Rajah should receive 
favourable answeis to the letteis which they had addicased to the Goveinoi-Ge- 
ncial, those chieftains would repan to their itspcctivc countnes, and at the close 
of the confeiencetliat muustei explicitly acknowledged thit the treaty of Bassein 
not only contained no stipulation lnjunous to the gcneial nitcicsts of the Mah- 
rntta tuntoues, but affpidcdtlicm ulditionalsccunty, and m this acknowledgment 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah cxpicsscd his entile concuiicnce these dcclaiations ap¬ 
pealed to the Govcinoi Gcneial to aftoid a moic sitiBfactoiy indication than 
Scinduhand the Ra|ah of Bei u had hitherto manifested of thur disposition to 
comply with the demands of thcBntish Government The Goveinoi General also 
had lcison to expect that in the appaicnt tcmpei of those chieftains it that pciiod 
of time, the him and amicable lenionstinnccs and dcclaiations which Majoi Gc- 
neial Wellesley, m a lcttei to the Resident under date 18th July, wntten on the 
lcceipt of the Govcrnoi-Genual's instructions of the 26th of June, dncctcd the 
Resident to make to Dowlut Rao Sundiah and the Rajah of Bern (a copy of which 
was leccivcd by the Goveinoi Gcneial oil the 9th of August fiom the Resident at 
Poonah, and the substance of which lettei is stated m a subsequent paragiapli of 
this despatch), would induce those chieftains to comply with the just ind moderate 
lequisitions of the Bntish Government, under this aspect of aflans the Goveinor- 
Gcnernl deemed it expedient to issue msti uctions to his Excellency the Comm uidcr- 
ln-Clncf calculated to idapt the couiseof the Conimandei ln-Clnct’s proceedings to 
the eventual alternative eithci of peace oi wai 

The Goveinoi Gcneial iccoidinglj iddicsscd lnstmctionstothe Commandei in¬ 
duct, under date the 10th of August, aiithonsing his Excellency to suspend the 
commencement of ictual hostilities until lus Exullmcy should lnvc ice Lived ad¬ 
vices eithci fiom the Goveinoi-Gcneial, or fiom the public authoutics in the 
Deccan of the actual cftmmcnccmciit of hostilities in that quaitei, oi of Major Gc- 
ncial Wellesley’s determination to commence hostilities at the cailicst piacticaole 
period of time The Governoi-Geneial however authorized his Excellency the 
Commandcr-m Chief at the same time to proceed to opeiations of on hostile na- 
tuic, if such should ippeu to his Excellency to be ncccssaiy either foi the pui- 
posc of maintaining any advantages of cucumstancc or situation possessed by the 
army undci his Excellency’s command, or of pi eventing the foiees of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah or of M Pei ion, from accomplishing measures of any descnption 
which might tend to embairass his Excellency's eventual opeiations, oi to afloid 
any advantage to the foiees to bo opposed to the Bntish troops m the contingency 
of war 

With a view to preserve the oidci of tiansactions, the Governoi-Geneial in 
Council now deems it advisable to lcveit to the piocecdings of the Resident at 
Hydciabad, and to the ti insactions at that court 

The Govcinoi-Gcncial in Council lias already stated to your honourable 
Committee in gcneial terms the piogicss of pioecedings and tiansactions at that 
couit, connected with the affairs of the Mahratta empnc to the middle of May 
Between that time and the date of the despatch of the instructions above described, 
tew transactions of paiticuloi impoitancc oecuned at Hydeiabad 1 he attention 
of the Resident was pnncipally engaged in making arrangements with the court of 
Hydciabad fm supplying the subsidiary foice undei the command of Lieut -Colonel 
Stevenson with grain 

On the 2£)th of May, his highness the Nizam signified his consent to lceeive a 
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regiment of Europeans instead of the two battalions of native infantry which the 
British Government had engaged to furnish in addition to the actual stiength 
of the subsidiary force The measuies adopted foi the accomplishment of 
this arrangement have already been noticed in a pieceding paragraph of this 
despatch 

The reports of the Resident with regard to the dangerous state of his Highness 
the Nizam’s health, rendeied it expedient to furnish the Resident with induc¬ 
tions foi the regulation of his conduct in the event of his Highness the Nizam’s 
decease, and the Resident was accordingly authorized, if necessaiy, to apply to 
Lieut -General Stuart, Major General Wellesley, 01 Lieut Colonel Stevenson, for 
the aid of a military force, and corresponding instructions weie transmitted to 
those officers to be prepared to furnish such aid on the requisition of the Re¬ 
sident 

The despatches from the Resident contain a detail of the negotiations which 
were conducted on the part of the couit of Hyderabad, for the purpose of detach¬ 
ing from the seivice of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, Ameer Kliaun, the chieftain men¬ 
tioned in pieceding paragiaphs of this despatch, who commanded an uregulai 
force, estimated to consist of near 40,000 men, and who had piofessed a disposi¬ 
tion to enter into the seivice of his Highhess the Nizam 

The Governor-General in Council concuinng entirely in the opinion expressed 
by the honourable Majoi-General Wellesley in his letters to the Resident at Hy¬ 
derabad (of which copies will be found recorded in the despatches to which the 
preceding paragraph refers), with regard to the expediency of accepting Ameer 
Khaun’s pioposals under certain modifications, addiessed mstiuctions to the Re¬ 
sident at Hydeiabad on that subject on the 27th of July That negotiation, how- 
evei, proved wholly unsuccessful 

The feudatory obligations of the Nabob of ICumool towards his Highness the 
Nizam having been tiansfeired to the honourable Company by the tieaty con¬ 
cluded at Hyderabad in Octobei, 1800, the Governor-General deemed it proper 
under the existing probability of a war with the confederated chieftains, to icquirc 
the Nabob of Kumool to fulfil his feudatory obligations towoids the British Go¬ 
vernment, by furnishing a proportion of troops to co-operate with the Butisli 
forces in the event of a wai The instructions of the Goveinoi-Geneial to tlio 
Resident at Hyderabad, directing him to convey that requisition to the Nabob 
of Kumool, were combined with those which are noticed in the pieceding pa- 
ragiaph 

In consequence of advices received by the Resident at Hyderabad fiom Lieut - 
Colonel Stevenson, commanding the subsidiary force serving with his Highness 
the Nizam, purporting that no dependence could be placed on his Highness's 
officers for the provision of supplies for the use of the Butish armies, the Resi¬ 
dent applied to the court of Hydeiabad for the delegation of full powers to the 
honourable Major-General Wellesley, authonzmg that officer to command the 
application of the lesources of his Highness’s western piovmces to the purposes 
of the public service 

The Governor-Geneiol deeming this measure to be highly proper, communicated 
his approbation of it in his instructions to the Resident of the 12th of August 

The Govern or-General in Council deems it necessaiy in this place to i evert 
to the proceedings of the aimy under the peisonal command of Lieut-Geneiol 
Stuait 

That aimy continued to occupy the position which it had assumed at Moodgul 
as noticed in a preceding paiagraph of this despatch, until towards the end of 
June, it which period of tune, cucumstanccs connected with the airival of the 
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Trench squadion on the coast of Coromandel, induced Loid Clive to lccommend 
the return of the aimv to the soutliwaid of the loombuddio, and Gencial Stuait 
nccoidmgly re-ciossed that nvci in the middle ol July T.he ihuipt dcpaituie, 
howevei, of the Fiench ami} tiom Tondichm} appealing to Loul Clive to di¬ 
mmish the uigcncy of the letum of the whole of the main aimv w itlnn the fiontiei, 
and the aspect of aftaus in the Mahiatta empnc appealing to Ins Loidslnp to 
rendei it advisable to strengthen the division undei Majoi Geneial Wellesle}, and 
to pi ovule at the same time foi the objects which had onginally dictated the mea¬ 
sure of maintaining a foice between the roombuddla and the Kistna, Lord Clive 
mstiuctcd Lieut Gencial Stuait on the 2bth ol July to detach two battalions to 
leinfoice Majoi-Gcneial Wellesley, and to stition a force on the hontiei foi the 
puiposes above dcscnbcd Loid Clive at the same time mstiuctcd Gencial Stuait 
to 1 etuin with the lemaindci ol his troops into the Ciuuntie lliesc instructions 
wcic earned into ellect by Lieut Genual Stuait, who furnished Major Gencial 
Campbell, the ollicci lett in command of the tioops on the honticr, with piopcr 
instructions foi the lcgulation of Ins conduct m thit command, Geneial Camp¬ 
bell in puisuance of Ins instructions, lcsumcd the position it Moodgul The 
Governor-General being impiesscd with a conviction of the impoitnnce of main¬ 
taining a lespcctablc foice beyond the frontiei duiing the advance of-Genunl 
Wellesley’s army, immediately on lccuving intimation of the pioposed letuin of 
Gencial Stuait acioss the Toombuddin, issued oideis undei date the 10th ol July 
to that ofhcei to maich back, to Moodgul, oi to some station possessing snuilai 
advantages, undei any cncmnstanccs shoitof positive dmgu to oui 60 uthcru 
possessions Ihosc instiuctions dul not reach Genei il btuut, until the final dis 
position of the tioops conceited between that oflicci and loid Cine hid been 
earned into ellect, and that an in^cmcnt, undei all the cucuiustanees of the ease, 
received the appiobation of the Goveinoi-Geneial 

In confouml} to the oideis of thi Govunoi Genu il, communicated to the 
honouiablc Majm-Geneial Wellesley in the despatch to tin Risuliut it l’ooiuh of 
the Idtli of May, the substance of which is stated in piLCcdmg pmngiiphsot 
tliiB lcttei, Miyoi-Geneial Wellesley, on the 14th of Till}, addicsscd a lottei to 
Scindnh, in which, aftei explaining the amicable tendency of thetuatv o( llusscin, 
nnd advcitmg to tliL hostile spiiit of the mcasuics adopted by the conleduatcil 
ohieftuns since the conclusion of tint tienty, Majoi Geneial Wellesley roquned 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to sepaiatc Ins aimy fiom that of the Rnjah of Bciai, and 
retire with his troops acioss the livu Nmbuddra In that letter, Majoi-Gencial 
Wellesley declaied his intention to duect the icturn of the Hutash tioops to their 
usual stations as soon os Dowlut Rao Scmdiah should have complied with the 
Major-Gcneial's requisition lhat lettci was transmitted to the Resident with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, with coiiespoiuhng instiuctions 

On the 18th of July, Majoi-Gencial Wellesley lcccivcd the Goveinoi Gcnoial's 
mstuietions uf the 20th of June, of which the substance is stated in pieccding 
paiagiaphs Immediately on the receipt of that despatch, Majoi Genual Wellesley 
addiesscd a lcttei to the Re»idcnt with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, ducctmg that oflicci 
to appiue Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and tlic Rajah of Ikini of the povvei vested in 
Major-General Wellesley b> the Goveinoi-Geneial’s lcttei of 26th of June, and 
dnccting the Resident again to lequue those chieftains to separate, and to return 
their armies to tlieir usual stations Colonel Collins was also dnected to inform 
the confederates, that in the event of thin lcfusal, he lmd been dnected to with 
draw from the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah on the following day 
The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council deems it piopci m this place to attiact the 
paiticular attention of youi honourable Committee to Major General Welles- 
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ley’s lettei, under date the 18th of July, acknowledging the lcceipt of the Goveinoi- 
Gencial’s mstiuctions of the 2Cth and 27th of June, as that lettei contains an 
able and accuiate dcscuption of the actual condition of the Pcishwa's government, 
and ot the piobable views and disposition of the confedeiated chieftains 

The Goveinor-Geneial in Council now lesumes the nairativc of Colonel Collins’s 
negotiations at the couit of Dowlut Rao Scindiah The Resident having 10 - 
ceivcd Majoi-General Wellesley’s lettei of the 14th of July to Dowlut Rao J3cm- 
diah, the substance of which is stated in a piecedmg paiagiaph, tiansmitted that 
lettei to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, with a message calculated to enfoicc the icpiet.cn- 
tations which it contained Majoi-General Wellesley’s lettei and the lcprcscnta- 
tions which accompanied its delivery, appealed to pioducc a favourable impulsion 
on the mind of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who immediately despatched Ins punupal 
mimstei to the camp of the Rajah of Bciar, foi the puipose of consulting that 
chieftain on the subject 

The Resident also despatched his native sccietary to the Rajah of Beiai, with a 
message similoi to that which lie had sent to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

The Rajah of Beiai did not manifest any disposition to comply with M.ijoi- 
Geneiol Wellesley’s lequisition, andrefened the decision of the question to the 
result ot a confeience with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, which accoidingly took place on 
the 21st of Juh , and^on the ensuing day, the Resident addiesscd a note to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, demanding a reply to Majoi Gencial Wcllcskj’s lettei lo 
this note no answer was leturned 

The Resident having subsequently loceived Majoi-Geneinl Wellesley’s lettei ol 
the lath of July, addiessed memouals to Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajali ot 
Beiai, in the terms piescnbed by Major Gencial Wellesley In answci to those 
memouals, the Resident was infoimed by both Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Beiai, that the leply to Major-Geneial Wellesley’s lcquisitions mu t still 
depend on a fuitliei confidence between those chieftains Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
at the same time united the Resident to a sepamte conference on the 2 r >th of 
July, in consequence of a previous application fiom the Resident, dcsnmg an in¬ 
terview with Scindiah 

At this conference the Resident lepeated to Dowlut Rao Scindiah all the argu¬ 
ments and obscivations stated in Major Gencial Wclleslej’s instructions, and 
again urged Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s compliance with Majoi-General Wellesley’s 
requisitions 

In reply to this demand, the following observations weie urged by Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s pnncipal ministers on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, that the forces 
of that chieftain and the Ra)ah of Beiai wcie encamped in then own teuitoncs, 
that those chieftains had solemnly promised not to ascend the Adjnntee Pass, noi 
to maichto Poonah, that they had aheady given to the Govcinoi-Gencial assn 
ranees m wilting, that they nevei would attempt to subveit the treaty of Bosscin, 
which assuiances were unequivocal pioofs of their amicable intentions 

In answei to those objections, the Resident leferred to Major-Geneial Wel¬ 
lesley’s declaiation, that it was impossible to confide m the promises and assuiances 
of the confederated chieftains, while then armies occupied a positron unnecessaiy 
to then secunty, and menacing the fiontier of oui ally the Nizam The Resident 
further observed, that it Dowlut Rao Scindiah denved any just advantage fiom his 
piesent position, or if the continuance of his aimy in that position was in any 
dcgiee necessoiy tor the defence of Ins own possessions, due allowance would be 
made foi the exigency of the case, but it was manifest that Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
had no enemies in that quaitei, and that fai fiom deiivmg any advantage fiom his 
present position, he incuned an intolerable expence, and was exposed to the 
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grcatesl inconvenience m his achial situation, that lus continunice thcicfoie m 
that sitintiou could only he ascnhcd to hostile designs agunst the Bntisli Govun 
ment oi its allies 1 lie Resident tuithci lcnvukul that M yoi Gcneial W UIlsIlv 
having been invested with lull poavcis loi tlic conduct of political and miht u y 
attans, the assuiance alloidcd by Majoi-Gencial ‘Wellesley m his lcttei to Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah was as valid and binding as it it had been given by the Govcinoi- 
Gencnl himselt, and the Resident concluded by insisting on an immediate and 
distinct lcply to the lequisition ot Major Gcneial Wellesley 

The mmistci appealed unable to answei the picccdmg aiguments and obseiva- 
tions ol the Resident, and cndcwouicd to evade the tuithci discussion of the sub 
ject, by piomising to atioid the satisfaction icquncd lu the eouise ot a tew divs 
flic Resident leplicd, that Mqoi-Gcncinl Wellesley’s lcttei having been dclivcied 
hve divs bcloie, a sufiicicnt time had been allowed foi delibeiation, and that undu 
these cncumstances the Resident could not submit to fuithci pioeiastinition on 
the pait of Dowlut Rao Scindiah Hus decimation pioduced atuithei discussion 
bclwccn the Resident and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, but that chieftain and lus minis 
tcis having at length solemnly assuicd the Resident that he should icccivo i 
distinct and satislactoiv lcply on the 2Sth of July, m the piesence ot the Rajah ot 
Bciai, the RcsuUnt consented to wait until that day foi then final decision 

In consequence of Dowlut Rao Scindiali’s solemn piomisc to the Resident to 
dclivei a distinct and satisfactoiy lcply on the i'ttli ot July, the Resident sent s 
message on that day, dcsiiing to be infoiiiied at what horn it would be convcmenl 
toi Scindiah to giant the piomiscd audience 
In teply to this message, the Resident was mfoimed, that on that day a confe 
tcncc was to he holdcn between Scindiah and the Rijah ol Beini, that it “was 
not propel foi the Resident to attend at that confcience,” but that he should be 
appn/cd ol the tunc which should be subsequently appointed loi Ins ittendanei 
Hie Resident n plied to tins insolent message, by am made citing on Dowlut Rao 
Scuuluh’s diiect violition ot his pionuse, and bv apprizing that thicilam tint the 
Resident would wait until noun ol the succeeding day fui an explicit answci, and 
that in the event ot Ins bung disappointed, he would despatch Ins advanced tents 
on the load to Aurungabad, and piocecd himselt to quit Scmdiah’s camp on the 
following day 

In consequence of this dcchiution, the jqtli ol July was appointed for an inter¬ 
view between the Resident and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the Resident being 
desirous of making anothci cfloil to induce Scmdinh to comply with the deminds 
of the Bntish Government, consented to postpone his depaituic, and to attend 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah at tlic time appointed 
The pimcipal topics of this contuenec consisted in a lcpetition of the foimu 
discussions the Mmistci dcclued that Dowlut Rao Scindiah must igam consult 
the Rijah of Bciai bcloie he could lctiun a decided auswei to Majui-Gtnual 
Wellesley's lequisitions, and concluded by icquesting the Resident to postpone 
his depaituic toi two oi thice days moic The Resident then in foi mccl Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah that he was satisfied that the object of this evasive conduct on the 
part ot that chieftain, was meicly to gain time for the accompli hment of some 
particulai puipose, that the Resident hid been positively directed by Major Ge 
neial Wellesley to quit the comp of Dowlut Rio Sundiah when he Bhould have 
reason to be convinced of the resolution of the confederated chieftains to maintain 
their position on the fiontici of the Niram’s possessions, and that the Resident 
would accordingly commence his journey to Aurungabad on the list 
The Resident immediately addtessed a mcmonal to the Rajah of Bciar, stating 
to that chieftain the substance of lus late communications with the Court ot 
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Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and appnzmg the Rajah of Berai of hiB detennination to 
quit Scindiah’s camp on the 31st of July, unless he should previously receive a 
sitisfactmy leply to Major-Geneial Wellesley’s lequisitions 

On the night ot the 30th the Resident received a note fiom Dowlut Rao Scin 
diah, acknowledging the receipt of a copy of the Resident's mcmonal, addiessed to 
the Rajah of Beiar, and lequesting that the Resident would meet him at the Tents 
of the Raiah of Beiai on the following day, foi the puipose of a fuithei discussion 
of the depending questions The Resident having been prevented by heavy lain 
from commencing his journey accoiding to his intention on the 31st, and having 
leceived from the Rajah of Bcrar a request similar'to that which had been con¬ 
veyed to him by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, the Resident complied with then united 
solicitations, and met those chieftains on the evening of the (31st of July) at the 
tents of the Rajah of Berai 

At this conference the same discussions which had passed on the foimei mtei- 
views were renewed, but weie followed by seveial successive propositions on the 
port of those chieftains 

Their first pioposition was, that the united forces of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and 
the Rajah of Berar should letne to Buihanpore, and that the honouiable Major- 
General Wellesley should withdraw the Bntish tioops to their usual stations, in 
other woids, that the Bntish oimy should abandon the means which it possessed 
in its embodied state of opposing a seasonable resistance to any hostile attempts 
on the part of the contedeiated chieftains, while those chieftains should letne with 
then united aimies to a Bhoit distance fiom the fiontier of our ally, piepaied to 
take advantage of the approaching favourable season, and of the absence and dis- 
peision of the Bntish force This unreasonable proposition being decidedly le- 
jected by the Resident, the confederated chieftains proposed that the Resident 
should appoint a day foi the march of the respective forces of those chieftainB 
fiom the place of then encampment, and that the Resident should pledge the faith 
of the Bntish Government foi the leticat of the army under the command of 
Major General Wellesley, on the day on which the confederates should commence 
their return to their usual stations To this pioposition, which aifoided no se- 
ciuity foi the actual return of the armies of those chieftains to then usual stations, 
the Resident answeied that he was not authorized to pledge the faith of the Bntish 
Government to an anangement inconsistent with the instructions which he had 
received fiom Majoi-General Wellesley 

Scmdiah and the Rajah of Berar finally pioposed that they should lequest 
Major Geneial Wellesley, by lettei, to specify a day for withdi awing his aimy, and 
foi the march of the confederated armies from then position on the Nizam’s fron¬ 
tier , and that on the day so specified those chieftains would assuredly commence 
then march Those chieftains fuither stated that they would in the same lettei 
request Major-General Wellesley to specify the tame when the forces undei his 
command might be expected to reach then usual stations, and that the confede¬ 
rates would so regulate their marches as to ari ive at then usual stations precisely 
at the same period of time 

After some discussion, the Resident consented to lefei this lost proposition to 
the consideiation of Majoi Geneial Wellesley, and to remain in Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah’s camp until an answei should be received, provided that letters from Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah of Beiai to Major-Geneial Wellesley, to the effect 
proposed, weie sent to the Resident for transmission before noon on the following 
day Notwithstanding the apparently amicable termination of this conference, in 
direct violation of the terms of then own proposition, the confederate chiefs trans¬ 
mitted letteis to the Resident addressed to Major Geneial Wellesley, pioposxng to 
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continue their aimies united, and to limit then rctioat to the neighbouring station 
ot Builianpore, accoiding to the tenor ot the pioposition which had been fully 
discussed and finally 1 ejected by Colonel Collins 

On the lcceipt of the Rajah of Bum's lcttci, to the effect above described, tlic 
Resident made immediate ai iaugements for quitting the Limp of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diali, and commenced his mnich towaids Aumngabad on the 3d of August, and 
the depaituie of Colonel Collins neccssanly plaqpd the Bntish Government m a 
state of wai with the coufedci ate chieftains 

The lnstiuctions issued by the Goveinor-Gtncral pieviously to the receipt of 
Colonel Collins’s despatches communicating the final result of his negotiations, 
had all eady picsciibed all the mcasuics and aiiangcments to be adopted for the 
successful piosccution of the \vai,and no additional mcasuics for that purpose 
icmainul to be adopted The Governoi-Gcncial, howevci, deemed it propei to 
confirm the requisitions and pi onuses to British subjects and native inhabitants of 
the Company's dominions, in the service ot Dowlut Rao Scindiah and of his allies, 
which the Commandci*in-Chicf was requned to piomulgate (as stated in a pre¬ 
ceding paragi aph of this despatch) by pi oclamations issuing immediately from the 
supreme Bntish authority in India, and accoidingly, on the 29th of August, simi¬ 
lar proclamations were punted and published at Fort William, in the English 
language and in the language of the country, and weie distubuted to all the public 
officeis by whose means they could be conveyed to the paities concerned 

On the 26th of September the Govcmoi-Gcncial in Council issued another pro¬ 
clamation, adveiting to the actual existence ot hostilities between the British 
Government and the contcdeiated Mahratta chieftains, and declaiing that all 
Bntish subjects holding commissions, oi beating arms in the seivice of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah or the Rnjnh of Bcrai, or then respective allies, during the existence 
of wai between the Bntish Government and those powers, or m any manner par¬ 
taking m the counsels ot those poweis, oi aiding or adhciing to them during the 
wai, lncuued the guilt of high treason The piodnmntion furthei declaicd that 
all such Bntish subjects who should not claim the benefit of the proclamation ot 
the 29th of August, befoie the 1st of November, should be liable to prosecution 
for high treason 

lour honourable Committee will duly appreciate the salutary consequences 
which resulted to the public inteiests from the anangemcnts adopted by the Go- 
vemor-Geneial foi inducing the Euiopcan officeis and the regular sepoys to 
relinquish the service of the Mahiatta chieftains, and to avail themselves of the 
liberal offers of the British Government The greater part of the European officeis 
m the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah immediately quitted the army of that chief¬ 
tain, and those that remained weie (with a vciy few exceptions) placed under 
restraint by the troops under then respective commands It is now certain that 
many of the ofhceis who relinquished the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
who weie nttached to the inteiests of then country, would have been compelled, 
loi the puiposes of subsistence, to have supported tlic cause of oui enemies, had 
they not found a lcsouicc in the liberal piovision oflcied to them by the British 
Government In addition to this cncumstance, the loss of the Furopean officers 
at so critical a moment has excited in the minds of the Mahratta chieftains, and of 
all the native poweis, a distrust of the fidelity of nil European adventurers, and it 
is not piobublc that any of the native poweis will at any future period resort to 
the employment of European adventuiers for the discipline nnd improvement of 
its army 

Adverting to the hardship of the situation of the European officers m the Mah¬ 
ratta service, many of whom had been encouraged to enter that service by the 
Bntish Government, and were reduced to the alternative of being exposed to the 
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most aevci e distiess, or of supporting the intei cats of the enemies of the Yintish 
powei, it will be appaient to the justice and wisdom ol youi honouiable Com¬ 
mittee, that the pioclamations issued undei the authority ol the Govcinoi Genu il 
weie equally just and politic , the public service also domed advantage tioin the 
zeal, activity, and local infoimation ol the Euiopean officers lately in the seiviLC ot 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, many ot whom weie employed with success by his Excel 
leilcy the Commander m-Chief during the late campaign m Ilindostan 

Great numbei of the sepoys composing the legulai mtantiy ol Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah had foimerly been in the service of the honouiable Company and had 
enteied the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, when a considciable 1 eduction took 
place in the militaiy estabhshment of the honouiable Company, at the conclusion 
of the late peace with France The gieatei pait of the families of these sepoys 
were settled in the territories of the honourable Company, and as soon as employ¬ 
ment was offeied for then services, the sepoys 1 eadily abandoned the scivicc of 
Scindiah for that of the Company By this airangement, thcicfou., the Com 
mandei-in-Chief was enabled, within a short period ot time, not only to diminish 
the positive strength of the most formidable part of Dowlut Rao ScmdiahS nnlit.u y 
estabhshment, but to acquire an efficient body ot leciuits who had been ugnluly 
disciplined by the Company’s officers, and who weie attached to the Company’s 
seivice 

The Govemoi Geneial in Council will hercoftei communicate to yom honour 
able Committee the arrangements adopted by this Government with 1 expect to the 
Euiopean officeis who quitted the seivice of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, according to 
the tenoi of the proclamations to the benefit of which they became entitled 
Although a considerable poition of the detail of the pieccdmg transactions and 
events has already been communicated to youi honouiable Committee in the 
letters which the Govcinoi-General and the Governoi-General m Council have 
at vaiious times despatched to youi honouiable Committee, the Goveinoi Geneial 
in Council has deemed it to be proper to submit to your honouiable Committee 
this connected nanative, with regulai lefei cnees* to the official and lecoided docu¬ 
ments for the purpose of furnishing youi honouiable Committee with the most 
ample means of exeicising youi judgment upon eveiy part of those impoitant 
events and transactions which ultimately placed the British Government m a state 
of war with the combined power of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah ot Bern 
The operations of the war, howevei, both in Hindostan and the Deccan, have 
already been detailed in an accmate and connected foim in the despatches horn 
the Governor Geneial in Council of the 25th of Septembei and 31st of Octobci, 
1803, as well as in the punted notes tiansmitted to the honourable Court ot 
Directors on the 24th of December, 1803 
The Governor-General m Council theiefore deoms it to be unnecessary to lepeat 
m this despatch, the nanative of the operations of the aimy during the war, and 
considers it to be sufficient to refer your honourable Committee, for the detail of 
those operations, to Buch of the despatches from his Excellency the Commandei- 
m Chief and Major-General Wellesley, as i elate to the proceedings of the army 
The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council however deems it proper to state to your 
honouiable Committee such parts of the pioceedings of Ins Excellency the Com¬ 
mon der-in-Chief and Major-General Wellesley, as are not of a military nature, 


These being marginal refeiences to the specific consultations on which the 
documents alluded to eieiecoided, it has not been thought necessary to insert them 
oi the same reason, all similai references have been omitted throughout this 
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find lmvc not been described cither in the despatches of this Government to your 
honouiablc Committee, 01 in the printed notes lcfencdto in a preceding pain- 
giaph 

The Govcinoi-Gcneial in Council fuithei deems it piopci to obsei-ve to youi 
honouiablc Committee, that the detailed discussion on the subject of the justice 
and necessity of the war in which the Biitish-Goveinmcut has been engaged with 
the Mahiatta powci, contained in oui despatch to youi honouiablc Committee ot 
the 25th of Scptembei, and the statement which that lcttei contains of the senti¬ 
ments of the Governor Gcncial m Council with lcgaid to the gcncial tcnoui and 
to the special conduct of Colonel Collins's negotiations at the Couit of Dow hit 
Rao Scindiah, combined with the nauativc ot piocccdings now submitted to your 
honouiablc Committee, appeal to pieclude the necessity of any tuithei obseiva- 
tions upon those subjects 

In contoimity to the intention now stated, the Govemoi-Gencial lias the honoui 
to communicate to youi honourable Committee the proceedings ot his Excellency 
the Commandci ln-Chicf in the conduct of the negotiations, and in tho accom¬ 
plishment of the political airangements piescnbcd by tho Govcrnoi-Geucial’s 
rnstiuctions to his Excellency of the 27th of July, and by the Govcrnoi Gencial’s 
subsequent despatches to the Commandei -m-Chief 

The earliest attention of the Commandei-in-Chief having been dnected by those 
instructions to a negotiation with M Pen on, the Goveuior-Gcncial m Council 
will fiist communicate to youi honouiablc Committee the commencement, pio- 
gicssaiid lcsult of the Commander-m-Chief’s coiicspondcncc and communications 
with tint officei, togethci with all the cncumstances connected with tlic suuendei 
ot M Pci ion to the Bntish powei 

It is piopci to state to your honouiablc Committee that M Pen on lrnd, some 
tunc bctoic the commencement of the cimpugn, pufiaml an application to tho 
Bntish Government toi permission to entci the Bntisli tcmtoucs, in piosccution 
ot Ins intention to ictiic liom the scmcc ot Dowlut Rao Sundiah, with which 
appliLition the Govennn-Geneial limncdiatclv complied This application was 
communiLiUd to the Govcinoi-Gcncial m a pnvate lettei^fiom the Coinmander- 
m Chief, and the icpl\ to it wis tiansmitted to the Cominandci-in-Chief in the 
same loim Subsequent events pi evented M Pui on fiom availing himself of that 
pei mission 

On the 20th ot August the Commnndci-in Chief received a letter from M 
Perron, cxpicssnig his suipnrc at the advance of the British army, and requesting 
to be inhumed vvhctlici the British Government was actually in a state of wrn with 
Dowlut Rio Scmdiali The tenor of this lcttei appealed to indicate a desire on 
the part ot M Pei ion to cflcct some arrangement which might pictludc a contest 
between the British foices and those undei the command of M Pciron The 
Commander m-Cliicf replied to M Pcnon, by stating gencially the cause of the 
advance ot his aimy, and requesting lnm to depute a confidential oiliccr foi the 
purpose of convcising with his Excellency on the subject ot M Pen on’s lcttei 
It was the expectation of the Commatider-in-Chief, that M Pcnon would accede 
to the propositions which his Excellency was authorized to offci to Ins acceptance 
by the instructions of the Goveinor-Gencial as above stated 

On the 27th of August the Commandci-in-Clnef received another lettei fiom 
M Perron, stating Ins anxious wish that some means might be adopted for avoid¬ 
ing the extremity of wai M Peuon, howevei, declined sending an officer to the 
camp of the Commander m Chief, on the plea of an appiehension that such a 
measure would excite the jealousy ot the Durbar of Scindiah M Pen on, how¬ 
ever, requested that the Commandei -m-Chief would despatch a confidential officei 
to confer with M Perron The Commander-in-Clnef did not think it proper to 
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comply with this request His Excellency, in his reply to M Pei ion’s letter, ex¬ 
plained to him in genci al terms, that the object of the confeicncc which he sought 
with M Peiron, did not lelate to the public aflxns ol the Bntish Government and 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, but weie connected with the pnvate inteiests of M 1’eirou, 
and with the object of affoiding him the means of cailying into effect, with case 
and safety, his design of retiring from the service of Scindiah His Excellency 
repeated his readiness to receive an officer fiom M Pen on, appnzing him liowevci, 
that it was not his Excellency’s intention to renew his conespondencc with M 
Pen on, unless M Perron should avail himself of the pci mission gi anted to him 
to depute an officer to the British camp, and that the situation of the Bi ltish army 
with respect to M Perron’s was such as to requa e an immediate decision on the 
part of M Perron 

M Peiron, in alettei which the Commandei-in Chief leceived in answer to his 
Excellency’s letter, of which the substance is Btated in the pieceding paiogiaph, 
declared his intention of adhenngto Scindiali’s service dunng the picscnt cnsis, 
and the impossibility of his letirmg until a peison should be nominated to succeed 
him M Perron also declared his wish to depute his Aide-de-camp, Mi Bec-kett, 
to the Bntish camp for the puipose of affoiding fuithei explanation Ibis lcttci 
was delayed several hours, in the hope of inducing the Commandei m-Chicf (who 
was now within one march of M Penon’s position at Cocl) to dcfci his attack for 
another day 

Although the Commander-In-Chief did not pciceive the necessity of Mi. 
Beckett’s mission, aftei the exphcit decimation of M Penon, of his detcimination 
not to relinquish the service of Scindiah, his Excellency intimated to M Penon 
a disposition to receive Mi Beckett, Mi Beckett accoidmgly attended the Com- 
mander-in-Chief on the morning of the 29th of August, while the ai my was on its 
march towards M Perron’s encampment at Cocl m the Doab Mr Beckett re¬ 
peated the determination of M Penon not to retire from the Mahiatta service 
until he should be lelieved by his successor The Commander-in-Cluef pointed 
out to Mr Beckett the teims on which M Penon might avoid hostilities with 
advantage to his interests After some vague couveisation on the pait of Mr 
Beckett he departed 

The defeat of M Perron’s foices at Coel, and his piecipitate flight, suspended 
any further correspondence between M Peiron and the Commandei m-Chicf at 
that time 

On the 6th of September, however, the Commander m-Chief received a letter 
from M Peiron, renewing his application for permission to retire to Lucknow 
through the Company’s territories M Penon stated as the causes of his appli¬ 
cation, the information which he had i eceived of the appointment and appioach of 
his successor, and the tieachery of his European officers M Penon requested 
that he might be attended to Lucknow by his own body-guaid, or that he might 
be furnished with an escort from the Company’s troops The Coramonder-in- 
Chief judiciously complied with M Perron’s request, to proceed through the tein- 
tories of the Company to Lucknow, and authorized M Perron to retain his body- 
guaid as an escort The Commander-in-Chief required that M Perron should 
commence his march on the second day after the receipt of the permission to enter 
the Company's territories, and enjoined him to restrain his escort fiom all acts of 
plunder The Governor-General in Council considered M Perron’B defection at 
that moment to be an event highly favouiable to the success of the Bntish arms, 
and to the interests of the Bntish Government in India That event relieved the 
surrounding states and chieftains from the dread which they entertained of M 
Perron’s power, and encouiaged theih to manifest the desire which they were be¬ 
lieved to entertain of emancipating themselves from the control of the Mahrattas, 
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by co-operating with the British forces It also greatly tended to dimmish the 
confidence which the native poweis had been accustomed to lepose in the fidelity 
of their Fiench officers Conformably to the permission of the Commander-in- 
Clnef, M Pcnon, attended by his Secietaiy, Mr Beckett, and by Monsieur Flcuiy, 
passed into the Company’s temtory, and on the 1st of October ailived at 
Lucknow 

On leceiving infoimation of the application of M Perron for pci mission to pro¬ 
ceed to Lucknow, the Governoi-Geneiol in Council deemed it advisable to furnish 
the Resident at Lucknow with instructions foi his guidance icspccting M Pcnon 
and the peisons who accompanied him 

Although M Pcnon, under the tcims of the letter fiom the Commandcr-m- 
Chicf, dated the 6th of Scptcmbci, lb03, was only entitled to claim, as a mattci 
of light, the piotcction of the Bntish Government foi the secuntyof his own 
poison and propeity, and of those ot his family and suite, jet the Goveinor-Gencial 
in Council deemed it propci to dncct that M Perron should be ticatcd, dunng lus 
lcsidcnce at Lucknow, with the distinction due to the lank which he held m the 
service of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and that the officers w ho accompanied him Bhould 
be received with the usual marks of civility and attention 

Mr Beckett being a British subject, and having continued in the seivicc of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah aftci the commencement of hostilities, the Resident was 
dnectcd to intimate to him that it would be necessary, foi his own safetj, that he 
should claim the benefit of the pioclomation issued by the Goveinoi-General in 
Council, undei date the lCtli of September, 1803 

The Resident was directed to hasten as much as possible the departuie of M 
Peiron and his suite fiom Lucknow, and to select an office! to accompany M 
Penon on his journey to Calcutta The Resident was also directed to intimate to 
the pnncipal civil and military officers ot the distnctb through which M Penon 
was to pass, the desne of the Governor-Gcncial in Councd, that M Puion and hiB 
suite should be tieatcd with due attention, and then journey facilitated as mqch 
as possible The Rebident was nistiuctid to acquaint M Perron that the Govcmor- 
Geneial in Council would acquiesce in any propei airangcment for Ins icturn to 
Luiope, or foi his continuance, under pioper regulations, within the Bntish terri¬ 
tories in India 

M Perron's residence at Lucknow having been piotinctcd be) ond the period 
which appeared to the Goveinor-Geneial in Council tobcncccssoi), Colonel Scott 
was again directed to uige his speedy departure 

Soon after his ai rival at Lucknow, M Perron addiessed a letter to the Governor- 
Geneial, stating, that at the period of his quitting the scivice of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, he lmd left m the hands of a native agent, besides public property to a 
laige amount, a sum of money amounting to twenty-two lacs of lupees, his pri¬ 
vate pioperty M Perron added, that he had demanded this sum from his agent, 
who had evaded a compliance with his demand and had stated that the money was 
deposited in the foitiess of Agra M Perron solicited the Governor-General to 
issue instiuctions to the Commander-in Chief, to compel the native agent to re¬ 
store such of his private property as was in that agent’B possession, and to reserve 
for M Perron all property belonging to him which might be found in Agra or 
elsewheie M Penon founded his claim to the inteiterence of the British Govern¬ 
ment foi the preservation of his property on the permission which he had received 
from the Commander m Chiel, under the authority of the Governor-General, to 
retire into the Company's tcmtoiies, with his family, the officers of his suite, 
and his pioperty 

The Govcrnoi-Geneinl in Council thought it proper to suspend Ins reply to M 
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Peiron’s letter until he should receive the repoit of the Commander in-Chicf on 
the subject, accompanied by copies of the conespondence which had passed be¬ 
tween the Commander-m-Chief and M Penon, pieviously and subsequently to 
M Perron’s ainval within the Company's teintories The substance ol that 
coirespondence has been stated to youi honouiable Committee in piecoding 
paragraphs 

The peimission gianted to M Peiron to letire within the Company’s tcintoiics 
with his family, the officeis of his suite, his propel ty and eftccts, did not appe n to 
the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council to involve any other obligation on the pait of the 
British Government, with respect to M Peiron’s private piopertytlinn to piotect, 
for his use, such parts of that piopeity as he might convey within the Company's 
temtory, and could not justify any claim to the mteiposition of the British Go¬ 
vernment, for the protection of any propeity which he might leave within the 
enemy’s countiy 

M Peiron was assured that he would continue to receive the piotcction of the 
Bntish Government foi the secunty of all his piopeity deposited 01 invested 
within the limits of the Company’s fiontier, according to the boundaiiCB esta¬ 
blished pieviously tothewai -with the confedeiatcd Mahiatta chieftains, but that 
the Govemoi -Geneial m Council could not considei the Bntisli Government to 
he m any degree responsible for any piopeity which M Pci ion might have left 
wnthin the temtory ot poweis atwai with the Bntish Government, toi these 
leasonsthe Governor General m Council declined to compl\ with M Peri on’o 
application 

The proceedings of the Goveinor-Geneial m Council with lespect to the disposal 
of the money found in the fortress of Agia will be communicated horn the Militai y 
Department, but the Goveinor-Geneial in Council thinks it piopci m this place 
to sohcit the attention of your honourable Committee to the despatch fiom the 
Commander-in-Chief, under date the 22nd of Octobei, fiom which it appears that 
the money deposited in Agia was considered bv Mr Hessing, who commanded the 
fort at the commencement of the wai, and by all the Euiopean officers m the tort, 
to be public property, and that a pait of it had been actually disbuiBed for the 
payment of the troops 

M Perron, together with Messis Beckett and Fleury, piocecded fiom Lucknow 
towards the Presidency on the 8th of Novembei, accompanied by an Euiopean 
officei M Peiron has since resided m the vicinity of the French settlement of’ 
Chandernagore 

The Governor-General m Council now pioceeds to communicate to your ho- 
nouiable Committee the proceedings of the Commnndei-m-Chief, in concluding 
the prescribed defensive arrangements with the chieftains of HindoBtan 

The first chief to whom the benefit ot the Bntish alliance was extended was the 
Rajah of Bhuitpore, one of the principal chieftains of the tube of Jauts, who pos¬ 
sesses a considerable temtory and some strong forts m the vicinity of Agia and 
Muttia, on the south-west bank of the Jumna 

Your honourable Committee was informed, in our despatch of the 31st of 
October, 1803, that his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief concluded a treaty of 
defence and guarantee with that chieftain on the 9th of Octobor, 1803, and a copy 
of the tieaty as approved and ratified by the Governor General in Council, was 
enclosed in that despatch 4 

The Rtyah of Bhuitpoie sent a body of horse to join the army of the Com- 
mnndei-in-Cbief, immediately after the conclusion of the treaty 

On the 14th of November, a treaty of alliance was concluded by the Com. 
mander-m-Chief with the Rajah of Macherry, or the Rao Rajah, whose possessions 
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tic bounded on the south and west by the terntory ot the Rajali ot Jyenagui, and 
on the east by that of the Rajah ot Bhuitpoic The local situation and lesomces 
ot the tuntoiy ot Macheny enable the Rajah of that countiy matemlly to impede 
01 assist .my tutuic incuisions of the Mahiattas into the noithcin paits of Hin¬ 
dustan , a connection with that petty state, theictoic, appealed to be highly de¬ 
niable, and the tcims ot the tieaty which was concluded by the Commandei-in- 
Chief with that chieftain, appealing to the Govunoi-Gtncial to be very judicious 
and pioper, and contoimnblc to the genciil piinciples picacnbed by the Goveinoi- 
Gcneial m his instiuctions, the tieity wab ritified by the Govci noi-General m 
Council 

The Goveinoi-Gcncial nttichcd pecuhai importance to the loimation of an olli- 
mce withthL Ryihs of Jjcnagur inti Jodepoic, ind with the Rina of Goliud 
ihc local bituition of the tcmtoiics ot Jyen igui, Jodepoic and Gohud, which arc 
intci posed between the noitliern piovinces of Ilmdostan and the Maluatta posses¬ 
sions in Malvva and Berar, and the adjoining provinces, rcndeied a connection with 
those chicftainB of great importance in seeming the puncipOl object of the pio- 
posed system of alliance, the exclusion of the Mahiatta powei fiom the northern 
part of Ilmdostan 

The chiefs of Jyenagur and Jodcporc had long maintained a vigorous lesistance 
to the encioachments ot the Mahiattas, but had at length been compelled to yield 
to the supenoi powei of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and at the puiod ot the com¬ 
mencement of the late war, exclusively ol the icgulai tribute w hich those chief¬ 
tains had ogiecd to pay, they were subject to ficqueut exactions, and then domi¬ 
nions wcie continually exposed to predatory incursions of the armies both ot 
Srindiah and of Jcswunt Rao Ilolkar 'those (dates, however, still possessed con- 
aidoinblc internal lcsouices, which it wns icasonablc to expect would enable them, 
when relieved liom the o])piessive yoke ot the Mahiattas, and suppoited by the 
powei ot the Bntish Government, to become useful allies both in the piosccution 
of the wai and in the tutuic exclusion ot the Mahiattas tiom the noithun piovinees 
of Ilmdostan 

During a consumable time, the dread of the M.dnattas, and the death of the 
Rijah ot Jyenagui, which happened on the 1st of August, 1M)J, and the disscn- 
siuns which ensued it that Duiboi, prevented the state ot Jycmgui from entering 
into the negotiation with a spmt ot smcciity and decision '1 lie s ime causes with¬ 
held the Couit of Jodcpore (the R yah of which state also died m Ihc month of 
Octobei, 1803), from concluding engagements with the Bntish Government 

Immediately, howcvei, after the glonous and decisive victoiy of Laswaiec, the 
Rajah of Jycnagui despatched vakeels to the comp of the Cominondei-in-Chiei, 
with full powcis to negotiate and conclude a treaty of defensive alliance 

Thobe vakeels ainvcd in the British camp on the 35th ot November, and a treaty 
ol defensive alliance between the British Government and the Ryab of Jyenagur, 
was concluded on the 12th of Bccembci, 1&03 

The example of the Rajah pf JjLnagur was speedily followed by the Rajah of 
Jodepoic, whose views and interests are msepaiably connected with those of the 
slate of Jyenigui, and a tieaty was concluded on the 22nd of Decefubcr, 1801, 
with the vakeel of the Rajah of Jodcpoie, in turns similai to the tieaty ot Jye- 
nagm 

It was the original intention of the Governor-General m Council to piovide 
additional security to the fioutier of the teintones of Jyenagur and Jodepore, by 
the intioduction into those countueB of a subsidiary force of British troops 
That measure, however, was not considered by the Govcmor-Geneial m Council 
to be indispensable Those clueftans appearing to entertain considerable objee- 
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tions to that arrangement, the Commandei-in-Chief was induced to concede he 
pomt The Governor Geneinl in Council entirely approved the motives which in¬ 
fluenced the deteimunition of the Commandei-lii-Chief on this occasion The 
tieaties being in all respects confoimable to the spmt ot the Govcinoi-Genual’s 
instructions and intentions weie duly latified by the Govcinoi-Gcncral m Council 
Vakeels from the Rana of Oudypore one of the pnncipal Rajpoot chiettams, 
and from the Raja of Kotah, who possesses a temtoiy to the south\vaid of 
Jyenagur, were received in the British camp The foimei of those chieftains had 
been deterred from declaring his desue to contract on alliance with the Hntish 
Government by the vicinity of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, who with a loigc foicc had 
been engaged m plundering the Rana’s temtones The Commander-m-Clnct 
being uncertain whether engagements with these chieftains would accoid with the 
general views of the Governoi-Geneial m Council, lefcned the question to oui 
consideration The Governor-General m Council being of opinion, that unless 
those chieftains were included in the geneial alliance, the futuic extension of the 
authouty of Scindiah or Holkoi 01 Ambajce over them might weihen oui bamei 
in that quarter, directed the Commandei in Chief to conclude with the Rana of 
Oudypore and the Raja of Kotah, engagements similai to those which he had 
formed with the northern Rajpoot chiefs The establishment ol peace with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, however, pieviously to the conclusion of any engagements 
with those chiefs, suspended the negotiation 
The Govemor-Geneial in Councd is not inclined (under the change of circum¬ 
stances which has taken place,) to apprehend any injury to oui interests fiom the 
exclusion of those chiefs from the alliance The danger to be expected fi om the 
extension of the power of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, has been in a great degree, if 
not altogether removed by the conclusion of a tieaty of defensive alliance with 
that chieftain, which mu&t also operate ob a material check to the nggianducmcnt 
of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, or of any other chief or state in that quarter of India 
Agreeably to the instructions of the Governor-General to Mr Mercei, of which 
the substance is stated in preceding paragraphs of this despatch, that gentle¬ 
man soon after his arrival at Illahabad, opened a communication with the Rana 
of Gohud, under the immediate directions of the Commandei m Chief, for the 
co-operation of that chieftain with the British troops, in expelling the Mahratta 
troops from the province of Gohud The Rana of Gohud assented with the 
utmost readiness to the pioposition of the British Government, and having loised 
a body of troops by the aid of a sum of money which the Commandei-m-Chief 
was authorized to advance for that purpose, the Rana of Gohud was actively and 
successfully employed during the whole course of the war, in opposing the tioops 
of the enemy, and in performing the duties of a faithful ally of the British 
Government 

The country of Gohud, having been placed entirely at the disposal of the British 
Government, by the treaty with Rajah Ambajee, (of which the details will be 
stated to your honourable Committee m a subsequent part of this despatch,) a 
treaty was concluded on the 29th January 1804, between the British Government 
and the Rana of Gohud, by which the British Government guaranteed to the 
Rana the independent possession of the countneB assigned to him, and the 
Rana agreed to subsidize a British force of three battalions of native infantry, 
and to pay a subsidy of 9 lacks of rupees per annum The fort and town of 
Gwalior were ceded by that tieaty to the Butish Government m perpetuity, the 
remaining stipulations of the treaty are similar to those contained m the treaties 
concluded with the Jaut and Rajpoot chieftains 
The Govemoi-General in Council now proceeds to state to your honourable 
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Committee, the negocmtions with Rajah Ambajee Inglia, which led to the con¬ 
clusion of the tieaty with that chieftun 

A consideiable poition of Scindiah’s temtoriea in Hmdostan, including the 
ancient possessions of the Rann of Gohud, weie placed under the exclusive 
management of Ambajee 

In the month of October 1803, a communication was lcceived tluough a les 
pectable channel by the Peisian Secietaiy to Government, of Ambajee’s views 
and intentions in the existing state of affans between the Bntish Government and 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah This communication contained a duect pioposal liom 
Ambajee to withdiaw fiom his allegiance to Scmdiah, and to place himself undei 
the protection of the Bntish Government, and to become tnbutaiy undei ccituu 
conditions to that Government 

A memoiandum of this communication, together with the sentiments and 
instructions of the Govcmoi Gcneial on the subject of a connection with 
Ambajee, was ti onsnutted to lus Excellency the Commandei in Chief, who had 
received thiough an agent of Ambajee, propositions of a similai tendency Ac- 
ciedited Vakeels fiom Ambajee reached the camp of the Commander-in-Chief at 
the end of October 

Your honouiable Committee will observe that the pioposal of Ambajee to 
become tributary to the British Government foi the whole of the country undei 
his management, was incompatible with the mstiuctions of the Governor- 
Geneial with lcspect to the Rana of Gohud, the possessions of whose anccstois, 
or the greater part of them weie included in the distncts undei Ambajee The 
Govemoi-Geneial, tliciefore, pioposed to compensate to Ambajee for the loss ol 
that poition of the temtory undei his management, which the Govcinoi-Gcneial 
intended to assign to the Hana of Gohud, by guaranteeing to Amb-yee the in¬ 
dependent possession of the lemamdei, and by admitting Ambajee to the benefits 
ol an alliance founded on the pnnciples of the engagements to be concluded with 
the Rajpoot and Jaut States 

The Commandei-m-Chict accordingly opened a negotiation with Ambajee, on 
the principle above stated, and aftci considerable dclajs and systematic evasions 
on the part of Ambajee, a tieaty was concluded by the Commandei-in Chief with 
that chieftain, on the 16th of Decern bci 1803, bj which all the temtory in lus 
possession situated to the northwaid ol Gwalioi, inclusive of tint foit was ceded 
to the Bntish Government, and the Bntish Government guwantced to Ambajee 
the independent possession of the remainder of the temtoiy, which had been 
under his management 

Foi the detail of that treaty, which waB entncly appioved and iatified by the 
Governoi-General m Council, and of the explanatory lettci ol lus Excellency the 
Commandei-m-Cluef, the Governor-Geneial m Council ielei& youi honourable 
Committee to copies of those documents recoidcd on our proceedings of the 2nd 
Moich 

Immediately after the conclusion of the tieaty with Ambajee, the Commandei- 
m-Cluef detached a foice under the command of Lieut -Colonel White, to leceive 
possession of Gwalioi, for the surrender of which foit to the Bntish detachment, 
an order was received fiom Ambajee 

For the purpose of securing the Btrict performance of the stipulations of the 
treaty by Ambajee, and of settling the airangements in contemplation with the 
Rana of Gohud, Mr Meicei was directed by the Coramandei-m-Chief to accom¬ 
pany the detachment to Gwalior 

The Governor-General, however, was subsequently apprized, by pnvate ad¬ 
vices from Mr Mercer, that the Commandant ot the fortress of Gwalior had 
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lefused to suncndei it m conformity to tlie tieaty of alliance concluded between 
the Bntish Government and Rajah Ambajee The Goveinoi-Geneial thcietoie 
deemed it necessary to issue immediate instructions to Mi Mci cci foi the i egu- 
lation of lua conduct upon that occasion, -with a view to piecludc the delay which 
would be occasioned by a reference to the Commandei-m Chief 

It appealed to be so manifestly the intciest of Rajah Ambajee to adhere to the 
faith of his engagements with the Bntish Government, that the Goveinoi- 
General was disposed to acquit that chieftain of any concern m thi ictusal of the 
Commandant of Gwalior to suirendei that foitress The Govcinoi GencnU 
however observed, that the stipulation m the tieaty tor the suirendei ol Gwnlun, 
necessaiily implied the powei as well as the disposition to eflcct tlie peace¬ 
able transfer of that foitiess to the autlionty of the Bntish Government, that 
m the confidence of the immediate and undisputed suirendei of the toitiess ol 
Gwalior, we had acceded to the stipulations ot the ti enty in favoui of Rajah 
Ambajee, that unless that stipulation theieloie should be stnctly fulfilled, the 
obligation of tbe treaty ceased on the jnut ot the Bntish Government 

Tlie Govemoi-Geneial dnected Mr Meicci, m the event ol the loituss ol 
Gwalioi not having sunendeied on the ieccipt of tint despatch, to communicate 
to Rajah Ambajee the pieccdmg obseivation, nnd to appnzc Ambajee, that by 
the failure on his part m the execution ot this fundamental aiticlc ot the en¬ 
gagements lately concluded with lnm, those engagements weie icndued null and 
void, and that the Bntish Government was left at libeity to puisne such mcnsuies 
as might appear most conducive to the public mteiests, without legiud to tlie 
obligations of the treaty 

The same instiuctions weie also slated to be applicable to the event ot oui 
being ultimately 1 educed to the necessity ot occupying Gwalioi by foice of 
arms 

Conespondmg instructions weie at the same time issued by the Govcmoi 
General to the Commander in-Clnef, m which the Goveinoi-Geneial stated it to 
be his opinion, that although the alliance actually concluded with Rajah Auibajcc 
Bhould be dissolved, an arrangement should be ultimately concluded with Am- 
bajee, by which that chieftain might be guaianteed in the independent possession 
of apart of the temtory undei his authority, and the Goveinoi-General arcoid- 
mgly authonzed the Commander-m Chief if necessary, to icnew the negotiation 
with Ambajee foi that puipose, unless the Commandei-m-Chief should have 
reason to be satisfied that the conduct of the Commandant of Gwalioi had been 
clandestinely instigated by Ambajee, such a pi oof of treachery, being considered 
by the Governoi-General, to be of a nature, to pieclude all confidence m any 
arrangement with Ambajee 

The Governor-General proceeded to observe, that m the event of the dissolu¬ 
tion of the engagements lately contacted with Ambajee, the British Government 
would be justified m proposmg to his acceptance, terms less favouiable than 
those which formed the basis of the late aiiangements, and the Governor- 
General suggested to the Commander-in Chief, the expediency of taking ad¬ 
vantage of a renewed negotiation with Ambajee, to obtain indemnification lor the 
injury sustained by the Bntish Government, m consequence of Ambajee's viola¬ 
tion of his engagements, 01 of his inability to fulfil their stipulations The 
Governor Ceneial also suggested to the Commander-m Chief, the policy of ap¬ 
plying the limitation of the extent of territory to be guaranteed to Ambajee, 
under the stipulations of any new engagements, to the augmentation of the 
dominion of Dowlut Ran Sondiah, on the conclusion of peace with that chief¬ 
tain 
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On the icfusal of the Commandant ot Gw lhoi to suiiendci tlmt tmtioss to the 
Bi itish ti oops untlei the command ol Lieut Colonel White, 111 it ollicei imnit 
diately piocecded to take possession of the town of Gwulioi, with a new to 
intimidate the gairison, as wtil as to pi event communication between the town 
and fort 

On ieceivmg mfoimation of the reiusal of the guiison to suiicndei, the Com 
mandei in Chief detached a^considci able lunloi cement of Eiuopiui and native 
infantry, with batteung guns, to ]om I lent Colon* 1 White who hul also been 
nuthonzcd to call toi a icinloicemcnt fiom the ditaclmu nt saving in Bmidilumd 
On the junction of the umlui cements, Colonel Whit* opened bitterns a B ft]iist 
thcfoit, and on the 1th ot Ithuiuy, i pmctiuihh bieich hivni^ hem dlcctid, 
the gnnihon aftacd to suiicndci on the condition ot iccennig a domition of 
50,000 lupccs This pioposal was rejected bi Mi Meieei and Colonel White, 
but an aiiongement haling been subsequent]v cttetlod, by which the gainson 
was to lcccive the value of eeitain aitielcs of provision m the loit, the Bntish 
tioops were put ui possession of all the gates on the night of the 1th, and on the 
5th of Febiuaiy the toit was evacuated 

The possession of this important foitiess, which comimnds the passes into 
Hindostan in that quarter, and secures the fioutiei of Gohud, completely uroin 
plished the views of the Govcinoi Geneiol in Council, in that inmoitmt hinneh 
of the gencial plan of opeiations 

On the 11th ot Fcbiuary, Mr Mercer commumcatid to Ainhijco the senli 
mentB and lcsolutions ot the Goieinoi Gcnei.il in Council, as ixpussul m the 
instructions to which a picccding pingiaph lefeis In his uply Amhajte cv 
picssed no suipuze at the measuies puisuid by the onki ol the Cuncinoi- 
Gencial in Council, oi any disposition to p illiate his conduct, noi to establish 
the validity of lus engagements with the Bntish Gouinmuit 

Although ncithci the Govcinoi-Gencial in Council, nm the Cominaiulci m- 
Chiet at fiist astnhed to the tieaclun ot Ambajic the conduct of the Comman¬ 
dant of Gw alioi, yet cneunistanccs suhsiquenlh tianspiiul, which amounted to 
full pioof ot treachciv on the part of Amhajee, and which were conoboiated by 
the conduct of Ambajce, altci that chieftain had leccived intelligence of the con¬ 
clusion ol peace with Scindnh 

Your honouiable Committic will have obseivcd, that mfoimation was leceivcd 
by the Comnmndci-in Chid and by Mi Mcrcci, of the conclusion ot peace with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, pieviously to the suirender of Gwalioi, and that the same 
information had leached the Goieinoi-Geneial in Council, pieviously to his 
knowledge of the latter eveut 

The Govemoi-Gencial in Council being decidedly of opinion, that the rights 
Bcquncd by the Bntish Government undei the ticaties with Amhajee and the 
Rana of Goliud, were acknowledged and ennhimed by the 0th aitidc ot the 
treaty of peace with Scindiah, and that no fair construction of that aititle could 
impose upon the British Government the necessity of loicgoiug the advantages 
which it denved fiom the ticaty with Amhijce, or could cxoiuiatc the Bntish 
Government from the obligations of the engagements which it had contracted 
with the Rana of Gohud, undei the conviction of Ambajce’s adlieicnce to good 
faith. His Lordship in Council issued immediate instiuctions to the Gommandei- 
m-Chief, to piosecute the siege of Gwalior without interruption, and to proceed 
m the occupation of the terntones which had been assigned to (he Rana of 
Gohud by the tieaty with that chieftain 

His Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief having expressed doubts with regard 
to the true intent and meaning of the 2nd and JJth ai tides of the tieaty ot peace. 
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the Goveinor General stated to the Commander m-Clnef in a scpai ate lettei, 
undei date the 20th of February, the just construction of those aitides 

The Govcinoi Geneiol m Council solicits the attention of joui honourable 
Committee to the instructions to the Commander in Chui and to Mr Mucei 
above lefenecl to, for a statement of tlie pi maples which lm\e governed his deci¬ 
sion on this important question 

The discussions which have arisen with the Duibar of Dowlut Rao Scindiah on 
the subject of Gohud and Gwalior, and the sentiments and Imal resolution ot the 
Govei noi-General m Council on the whole of that intimate question, will moie 
properly come under consideration in the sepoiate despatch, which it is the 
intention of the Goveinor-Geneial in Council to addiess to youi lionouiable 
Committee exclusively on the subject ol the pacification with the confedciatcd 
chieftains 

The instructions of the Govei noi Geneial with respect to Zeib-oo Nissa Begum, 
commonly called Sumioo’s Begum, who possessed a considciable Jaghcn under 
the Mahratta government m the Doab of the Jumna and Ganges, and in the 
centie of the territory foimerly possessed by M Pen on, and the nistiuctions of the 
Governor-Geneial to the Comtnandei in Chiet with lcspect to the Begum, lnvc 
alieady been fully stated to your honouiable Committee in a foimcr pait ot this 
despatch * 

In those instructions, the Goveinoi-Gencral signified to the Commandei-in- 
Chief his desue, that the Begum’s Jaghcei should ultimately be commuted loi a 
stipend The entire transfei of hei Jaghcei to the Company being an object of 
great impoitance to the British Government, with lefeiencc to the tianquillity ot 
the Doab, and to the complete mtioduction into that countiy of the system of 
British laws and regulations 

The teintory which was placed at the disposal of the British Government by the 
glouous success of our arms m the battle of Delhi, afloided us the means of as¬ 
signing to the Begum, teintory on the westcin side of the Jumna, instcid of the 
Jagheer which she possessed within the Doab, and accoidmgly m i lettei of in¬ 
structions which the Governor General issued to Mr Mcicci on vnnous points of 
detail connected with the duties of his mission, the Goveinor Geneial conveyed 
to his Excellency the Commandei-in Chief authority to piopose to the Begum the 
tiansfei of her establishment to the opposite side of the Jumna 

On the 5th of Decembei, the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council received a despatch 
fiom the Commandei in Chief, containing infoimation of the Begum’s uncondi¬ 
tional consent to the proposed tiansfei of hei establishment, and enclosing ordeis 
from the Begum for the recal of hei battalions seiving with Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
The Begum at the sam'e time assured his Excellency the Commandcr-in-Cliicf, 
thiougli the officei left at Delhi to attend on his Majesty Shah Aulum, that she 
hod issued Olders foi the recal ot hei tioops immediately on the lequisition which 
was conveyed to her by the Commander-m-Chief, at the peiiod of time when his 
Excellency ti ansmitted to her the Govemor-Genei nl’s letter The Commander-in- 
Chiefs despatch also enclosed a letter fiom the Begum to the Govei nor-Geneial 
communicating her consent to the proposed ariangement 

The Govei nor-Geneial in Council being of opinion that the conduct of the 
Begum on this occasion merited the appiobation of the Butish Government, 
adopted the suggestion contained in the despatch of the Commander-m-Chlef, to 
guarantee to hei the independent possession of the terntory to he assigned to her 
m ieu of bei Jagheer on the usual condition of mditary service, and directed the 
ommander m Chief to take the necessary measures for the assignment of teiri- 
tory to the Begum on the western side of the Jumna His Excellency was at the 
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same tune nistiucted to adopt immediate measuiea loi intiodueing the Butish 
authority into hei founei Jogheci, and to uige the Begum to resign it without 
awaiting the actual assignment of terntory on the western side of the Juinini, an 
airangement to which the Begum has consented Vanous cncumstanccs, however, 
have lutheito pievented the selection and assignment ol turitiny in lieu of hci 
Jaghcer But it is the intention ol the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council to account 
to the Begum loi the lcvenue ol hei Jaghecr, dunng the peuod of time which 
may elapse liom her suirendtr of it to the Butish Govei liment, until hci otcupa 
tion of a temtoml equivalent on the wi stein sidi of the Jumna The tioops of 
the Begum joined the Commander in Chicl in the month of Dctembci, altci a 
long and difhcult much fiom the Deccan 

Pieceding paiagiaphs ol this despatch adveit to the instructions issued by 
the Goiernoi Gencial to his Excellency the Commandei-in-Chict, on the subject 
ol conciliating the good will of the pimcipal Scik duels, anil ol the engagements 
to be concluded with them The couisc of the Commandei-m duel's opeia 
tions did not aftord oppoitumties for canying these instiuctions into cllect to the 
extent pioposed In fact, a pnncipal object was accomplished by the neutrality 
of the Scik chieftains dunng the war, and which may in a gieat degiee be ascnbed 
to the rapid piogiess and glonous tnumphs of the Butish aimb 

Hie Commandei-m-Cluef, howevei, (aft has been alieady stated to youi ho 
nouiablc Committee in our despatch ol the 2 r >th of bcptembei, 1R03) icccived 
pioposals from Rajah Runjeet Smg, the Rajah ol Lalioie, loi tiansfeinng to the 
authority of the British Govcinment the temtoiy in the possession of dnefs of 
the tribe of Suk, situated to the southward ol the i ivei Sutlcdge, on the condi¬ 
tion of mutual defence agunst the lespcctive uicmies of that chieftain, anil ol the 
Butish Nation 

The possession of temtoiy in that quaitci, however, vas by no means clcsiiable 
to the Butish Government, although the powu of disposing of it might have faci¬ 
litated lutuie airangements But the Govcinoi-General cntcitamcd consultiable 
doubts with lcgard to the right of Rajah Runjeet Sing to translci that teiutorj , 
and at all events the Govcrnoi Gcneial appiehendcd that any disposition ot that 
territory, excepting such as should confirm the chieftains actuall) occupy ing it in 
their respective possessions, would icndei it necessary to employ foret foi the 
accomplishment of the proposed arrangement, and place m the condition of ene¬ 
mies those whom it was a principal object ot the Goveinoi-Gcneial to conciliate 
His Excellency, therefore, deemed it sufficient, that the amicable disposition of 
Runjeet Sing manifested by his pi oposals, should be encouraged without conclud¬ 
ing any specific engagements with that chieftain The Governoi-General also 
xeceived a letter fiom Rajah Sahib Sing, the chief of Puttccalah, expiessive of his 
fnendly disposition towauls the Butish Government 

The Governoi Geneial in Council now pioceeds to Btitc to youi honouiablc 
Committee the cncumstanccs attending the delivciance of the Emperoi Shah 
Aulum from his grievous subjection to the powei and authority of the Mahiattas 
and the Fieneh , and ot the lestoration of that aged and vcnciablc monarch, 
under the protection of the Butish Government, to a state of dignity, compe¬ 
tency, and comfort 

The letter addressed by the Govcrnoi-Gencial to lus Mdjesty Shah Aulum, of 
which the substance was stated m a preceding paragiaph of this lettei, was se¬ 
cretly tiansmitted by the Commandei in-Chief to Syud Re//a khaun, the agent 
of the Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiali at Delhi, lor the purpose of bung deli¬ 
vered to his Majesty It was accompanied by a lettei fiom the Commandei-in- 
Chief, expressive ot Ins anxiety to afford every dcmonstiation of respect and at 
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tachment to hia Majesty The stiictest seciecy was enjoined to Syud Re/za 
Khaun in the delivery of these letters 

On the 29th of August, the Coramandei in-Chief icceived thiough Syud Rcz/a 
Ivhaun the answei of Shall Aulum to the Governoi General’s lettei, e\pre><smg 
the anxious wish of his Majesty to avail himself of the protection of the Bntisli 
Government 

On the 1st ot September, the Commandei-in-Chief received from Syud Re/za 
Khaun a letter, undei the seal of his Majesty to the Goveinor Gcneial, declnnng 
that his Majesty had entrusted the management of all his aftoirs to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, and to M Penon as the deputy of Scmdiah, and announcing his Ma¬ 
jesty s intention of taking the field in peison, and requiring the Goveinoi Guieial 
to piohiblt the furthei prosecution of military opeiations 

It is pioper to apprize youi honourable Committee that the transmission ot 
letters on the part of his Majesty was at all timeB subject to the contiol of the 
officers who were stationed at Delhi on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
who acted undei the immediate authority of M Perron His Majesty was nevci 
pennitted to despatch any ktteis which had not been eithei dictated or appiovcd 
by those Officers The reply which the Governor Geneial received to lus letter to 
the King was clandestinely piepored and loiwaidcd, added to which, the actual 
Btate of misery and distiess in which*that unfoituimte monarch had long been 
involved, and the known solicitude of his Majesty to be relieved fiom the op¬ 
pressive contiol and inhumanity of the Mahiatta power, precluded any supposi¬ 
tion that the letter described m the pieceding paiagiaph was piepaied and 
transmitted by lus Majesty’s voluntary command, or that the declarations ind in¬ 
junctions contained in it accoided with the real wishes and designs of his Msjesty 
These consideiations, added to infoimation which the Commandei-in Chiel le- 
ceived from Syud Rezza Khaun, that the lettei m question was actually dictated 
bv the Fiencli officers at Delhi, affoid unquestionable pioof of that fact 

A letter m the Bame spirit, addiessed by his Majesty to the Nawaub Vizier, had 
been dehveied by the Vizier to the Resident at Lucknow, and Syud Rez/a 
Khaun repotted to the Commander in-Chief that his Majesty had publicly de¬ 
clared his intention to addicss similar letteis to seveial of the chiefs of Ilindostan 
1 he whole of these pioceedmgs evidently originated with the Fiench oflicers at 
Delhi, and subsequent events have pioved the conectness of the opinion which 
was formed of his Majesty’s anxious solicitude to place himself undei the protec¬ 
tion of the Butish power 

Syud Rezza Khaun having been compelled to quit Delhi by the violence of the 
French offlceis, pioceeded to the comp of the Commandei-in Chief, and luidcied 
a favouiable account of the disposition of his Majesty and of lus couit towaids 
the British Government 

All the attempts of the French and otheiB m the luteiest of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diali to deter his Majesty from accepting the piotection of the Butish Govern¬ 
ment, were howevei frustrated by the signal and decisive success of our aims m 
the memoi able battle of Delhi, on the 11th of September, 1803 Immediately 
aftu that event, the Commander-m Chief was appnzed of the Emperor’s earnest 
desne to place himself under the immediate protection of the Butish army 

On the 16th of September, the Comraander-in-Chief, attended by the pi incipal 
officeis of the aimy, waited on the Emperoi Shah Aulum at the royal palace in 
the foit of Delhi On that occasion lus Majesty’s eldest son, Mirza Akber Shah, 
the heir apparent, pioceeded to the Butish camp, and conducted his Excellency 
the Commander m Chief to the piesence of his Majesty, who received his Excel¬ 
lency seated on his thione IIis Majesty and the whole court testified the utmost 
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|oy it the cients which had plated his Majesty md the loyal family lindei the 
protection of the Biitish Government 

boon aftei the amsal of the Commander-m-Chicf at Delhi, his Excellency le- 
ceived inhumation that a sum of money, amounting to si\ lacs of mpees, thL 
pioperty of Dowlut Rao bcindiah, had been lodged in the hands of M Diugeon, 
the Commandant of Delhi, foi the payment ot the tioops, of that sum M 
Drugeon had disbursed G0,000 1 npces for the payment ot his tioops, and on the 
appioach of the Bntish army, lie had deposited the lemamdci with Shah Nowauz 
Khan, the tieasurei ot his Majesty, with a view to pievent it from tolling into the 
possession of the Commandei m-Cluef 

His Exeelleucy being sotishcd that the money in question was the public pro¬ 
perty ot the enemy, and that the tianster of it to the hands ot an ofhcei of his 
Majesty's tieosuiy had no othci object than to dcpnve the Bntish Govunment 
ot the ben (.fit of the captuic, deemed it to be Ins duty to claim the piopeity, as 
belonging to the Bntish power This application was made in the most lespectiul 
mannei, and with evciy degiee of attention to his Majesty’s dignity Aftei some 
consideration, the Emperoi sent the money to the camp of the Commandei m- 
Chief, accompanied by a message to his Excellency, requesting his acceptance ot 
the money as a donation to the biave aimy, whose gallant conduct had released 
his Majesty fiom a miserable subjection to the Maluatta and Fiench powei, and 
placed him under the long-desired protection and liberality of the Bntish Go¬ 
vernment 

The Commandei-m-Chiet received the money, and lefeued the question of its 
disposal to the consideiation and oidcis of the Governoi-Genual 

The Emperor addicsscd a lettei to the Governor-General, at the same time 
statmg the ciicumstoncc ot las having bestowed this donation on the Bntish 
aimy 

The Govcinoi-Gcneial communicated to the Commandei m-Chicf without 
delay his sentiments md instructions relative to the transaction above dcsuibcil 

In those mstiuctions the Govcinor-Geneial stated his decided opinion to be, 
that the original sum of six lacs of mpecs, as well as the residue of that sum, 
aftei deduction of the disbuiscment made to the troops of the enemy, was cer¬ 
tainly the public property of the enemy, and that any part of that propeity cap¬ 
tured in the hands of M Diugeon, or of any ofhcei, soldier, 01 subject of the 
enemy, would unquestionably have been adjudged lawful piize to the British Go¬ 
vernment 

The Governor General observed, that the fraudulent transfei of tho enemy’s 
pioperty to the hands of the officers of his Majesty Shah Aulum, at the time of 
the appioach of the Bntish aimy, could not change the natuie ot that propeity, 
or exempt it fiom the light of the captors, who had defeated the enemy’s tioops 
in the battle of Delhi, and in consequence of that glonous victoiy had captuied 
the city and toitiess of Delhi, occupied at that time by a division ot the enemy’s 
army, that no cncumstance appeared to wanant a suggestion, that this deposit 
could have been intended foi the service of his Majesty, although placed in the 
hands of the chief oihcei of his Majesty’s treasury, that the state ot indigence 
and misery to which his Majesty, his royal family, and household had long been 
reduced by the Maluatta power, the degraded and destitute condition to which 
the impellal house of Timur had been subjected undei the ofiiceis of Scinchah, 
and the dcploiable situation m which the Commandei-m-Chiet found the Emperor 
upon his entrance into Delhi, excluded the possibility of a supposition that M 
Drugeon intended to contribute so laigc a sum to relieve the sufferings of Shah 
Aulum, and of his impovuished court, that the object of the deposit was evi- 
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dently to elude the lights of the conquerois, and to covei the property ol the 
enemy in the hands of lus Majesty’s officeis and undei the royal name, -without 
the authority or knowledge of the Emperor, and without any intention of lcliev- 
mg his Majesty’s uigent distress, That under the conclusion, thcietore, that the 
residue of the onginal sum of six lacs ol rupees deposited by M Drugeon in the 
hands of Shah Nowauz Khaun, continued to be leally the public propci ty of the 
enemy, the right to that property appealed to the Goveinor-Gener il to have 
been vested in the Bntish Government by the conquest ot Delhi 

Undei these cncumstances the Govemoi General expressed his entne appio- 
bation of the Commandei-in-Chief’s conduct in having claimed the sum of money 
m question, and in having observed in his mode of piefemng a claim to it, the 
respect and attention which the Commander-in-Chief had unifoimly manifested 
towards the unfortunate Emperor 

The Governor-General pioceeded to observe, that his Majesty Shah Aulum 
having been pleased to offei to the army as a donation the sum of money claimed 
by his Excellency in light of conquest, the Commandei-in-Chief could not have 
dechned to accept that offei without lnjuiy to his Majesty’s dignity, unless at the 
same time the Commander-in-Chief could have lelinquished altogether the cl inn 
on the part of the Bntish Government to that part of the piopcrty of the enemy, 
and that in the judgment of the Goveinor-Geneial the Commander-m Chief 
would not have been justified in relinquishing that claim without the express au- 
thonty of the Govemor-Geneial in Council 

The Governor-General fuither stated to the Commonder-in Chief, that the 
treasure m question being lawful pnze, the Govemoi-Geneial could not have 
deemed himself warranted in any stage of the tiansaction (undei the cnutm- 
stances stated by the Commandei-in Chief) to have authorized his Excellency to 
withhold the assertion of the claim of the Bntish Government to obtain the 
enemy’s property from the hands m which it had been concealed, adding, that the 
limited amount of the sum, combined with the memorable events which attended 
the conquest, would have rendered the Governoi-Geneial pecuhaily anxious to 
secure, for the purpose of granting to the aimy, a reward earned by a degice of 
exertion and merit which had never been surpassed 

The Governor General, theiefore, by those instiuctions, authonzed and duected 
the Commauder-in-Chief to consider the treasure, amounting to five lacs and 
40,000 rupees, received as a donation from his Majesty, but being really the pro¬ 
perty of the enemy, to be pnze-money granted by the authority of the Governor- 
General in Council to the army, in testimony of the high sense enteitamed by the 
Governor-General in Council of the discipline, perseverance, fortitude, and zeal 
displayed by that gallant army 

The Governor-General, however, thought it advisable to take an early oppor¬ 
tunity of paying an equal sum to the use of the Erapeior m such a manner as 
should be most acceptable to his Majesty, and as should secuie its due application 
to his Majesty’s service 

Accoidingly the Governor-General addiessed a lettei to the Emperor, in which 
his Lordship stated to his Majesty the circumstances which appeared to render the 
money claimed by the Commander-in-Chief, the undoubted light of the Bntish 
Government ncquued by the conquest of Delhi, from the Mahrattas and French 
After establishing this fact, the Govemoi-General proceeded to state, that agreeably 
to the pleasure of his Majesty, he had issued orders to the Commander-in-Chief 
for the distribution of the property among the tioops The Governor General 
then intimated to his Majesty, that his Excellency’s attention was directed to the 
formation of a peimanent airangement, calculated to piovide secunty for the hap- 
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pmess, dignity, and tranquillity of Ins Majesty and of the royal family, and that 
his Excellency had issued instructions to the Commandei-in-Chief to pay into the 
royal treasuiy the sum of six lacs of lupees, with a view to piovide for the imme¬ 
diate exigencies of Ins Majesty’s household, and the Govemoi-Geneial issued 
oideis accordingly, which have since been earned into execution, and the money 
applied to his Majesty's use 

Pieviously to the maich of the aimy from Delhi, the Commander-in Chief ap¬ 
pointed Limt -Colonel Ocbterlony, the Deputy Adjutant-Geneinl, to reside with 
his Majesty on the pait of the Butish Government Evei y possible degice ot atten¬ 
tion and lespect has been manifested towards the unfoitunatc Empeioi and Ins 
family and household, and his Majesty appeals to be fully impicssed with a sense 
ol the benefits which lie. has alicady dcuvcd fiom the piotcction ot the British 
Government 

After tliL battle of Laswaiee, his Majesty deputed a special mission foi the pui- 
posc of congratulating the Commander-in-Chief on that bulliant victoiy, and con- 
lerung on his Excellency an honoiaiy dicss agiecably to the customs of India 

The aiiangcments which the Govemoi-Geneial in Council pioposes ultimately 
to adopt for the suppoit of his Majesty and of the royal family will bereaftei be 
stated to youi honouiable Committee Ihe Govemoi-Geneial in Council, how¬ 
ever, deems it to be advisable to appiize your honouiable Committee m this place, 
that it is not his Excellency’s intention to lequue any concession whatevei from 
his Majesty, nor to proceed in any immediate anangement beyond the limits of 
establishing a hbeial allowance for lus Majesty's support, and foi the comfort of 
his royal family and nobility, undei the protection of the Butish power, with such 
ariangemcnts at Delhi as may lenciei his Majesty’s residence in that city tranquil, 
secure, and dignified, may impiove the condition of the inhabitants of the city, 
and ol the contiguous piovinces, and may combine with these desirable objects 
additional augmentation ind stiLngth to the military resouices and defences of the 
Company’s possessions in that quarter 

The Goveinor-Geneial in Council cannot conclude this bianch of the subject of 
the present despatch without ofteiing to youi honouiable Committee his most 
coidiol congratulations on the complete accomplishment of the plan of political 
airongement in the north-western piovinces of Hindostan, which was formed by 
the Goveinoi-General for the exclusion of the Mahratta power from that quarter 
of India, and foi the establishment of the influence of the British Government m 
the north of Hmdoston on the most solid and durable foundations The conclu¬ 
sion of defensive alliances with the chiefs of the Bnjpoot and Jaut tubes must 
secuic the ascendancy of the Butish Government in those states, and must prove 
an insuperable obstacle to the establishment of the influence of the Mahrattns m 
those states, a paiticulai article of those tieaties also piovides effectual security 
against the introduction of the power 01 influence of the French, or of any other 
Euiopcan state into the counsels 01 aimies ot our new allies The stipulation of 
mutual aid in case of wai ensuies to us the use of a powerful body of native 
troops, which may piove essentially useful m a vanety ot services, while the obli¬ 
gation which the treaties impose on our allies of submitting all their disputes to 
the Butish Government, and of abiding in all cases by the ai bitrntion of that 
government, piecludes the danger of our becoming involved in any unjust or 
unnecessary wars, and affords us powerful raeanB of pieserving, to the utmost 
possible extent, the future tranquillity of the noithem provinces of Hindostan 

In conformity to his instructions, Mr Mercer having proceeded to Illahabad, 
was met by the agent appointed by Himraut Bahaudei to conduct the proposed 
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negotiation with that chieftain, and on the 4th of September, 1803, Mi Meicei 
concluded an agreement with Rajah Himmut Bahaudei 

The teims of that engagement were, that the British Government should solicit 
from the Nabob Vizier the leleose of Amiao Gcei, the l elation of Himmut Ba- 
hauder, on propei secuuty for his futuie conduct, that a jigliecr in the Donb, 
suitable to his tank, and station, should be contened on Ilimmut Bahaudei, alter 
he should bave rendeied to the Company the services which lie had engaged to 
perform That a territory, yielding an annual levenue of twenty lacs ot inpees in 
Bundelcund, should be assigned for the support of Ins tioops, on condition that 
they should at all times be prepared to obey the ordeis of the British Government, 
the Batish Government agreeing to provide for the pay of iny numbei of tioopB, 
which the Rajah might be lequired to furnish beyond the force foi which that 
temtory was assigned, and that a similar piovision should be sccuied to Rajah 
Himmut Bahauder, m the event of the province of Bundelcund being relinquished 
by the Company 

A clause was inserted in the agieement, by which the British Government en 
gaged to tieat Himmut Bahaudei with the distinction to which his lank and situa¬ 
tion entitled him, and he received on assurance of the stnct obseivance by the 
Butish Government of all agreements which might be concluded with pusons 
Who might oftei obedience through the agency of the Rajah 

Aftei the conclusion of the agreement with Himmut Bahauder, Mi Meicei 
proceeded to the head quarters of the Commander-in Chief, foi the purpose of 
entering on the remaining objects of his mission, having entrusted the completion 
of the anangements in Bundelcund to Mr Alimuty, the Collector of Ulnhabad, 
who had been the channel for the transmission of the detailed pioposals of Himmut 
Bahauder to the British Government 

The British detachment which had been foimed near Illahabad tor the puipose 
of acting in Bundelcund, entered that country about the 12th of Septcmbei, and 
was joined by the troops of Rajah Himmut Bahauder at Tcioa, about thiee days 
march from the Jumna The united detachments ailived on the bank ot the liver 
Cane on the 23rd of September, and found that the aimy of Shumaheer Bahaudei, 
(the son of the late ally Bahauder,) who had lately entered Bundelcund with a 
considerable foice for the purpose of assuming the government of that piovmco 
under the alleged orders of the Peishwa, was encamped on the bank ot the 
nver opposite to the position of the allied troops Shumshccr Bahauder having 
despatched vakeels to Mr Ahmuty, who accompanied the detachment into Bun, 
delcund with proposals of submission to the British Government, a negotiation 
was commenced with that chieftain 

Mr Ahmuty having been compelled by ill health to letuin to Illahabad, the 
conduct of the negotiation devolved on Lieut Colonel Powell On the 10th of 
October Colonel Powell crossed the liver Cane, and finding that Shumsheei Ba¬ 
hauder was not disposed to evacuate the province of Bundelcund with his troops 
attacked and defeated the army of that chieftain on the 13th of October Shum- 
sheer Bahauder immediately letued with his army towards Colpee The loss of 
the British detachment on this occasion was inconsiderable 

Pi eviously to the leceipt by his Excellency the Commander,in-Chief, of any 
information of the actual rupture between the British Government and Shumsheer 
Bahauder, his Excellency deeming it to be of importance to secure the submis¬ 
sion of that chieftain to the British Government, had issued instructions to Mr 
Ahmuty to endeavour, by every measure of conciliation, to effect that desiiable 
object Ihe change of circumstances occasioned by the expulsion of Shumsheer 
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Bihauder by force fiom Bundelcund, did not induce his Excellency to withhold 
lrom him the oiler ol the Bntiah piotection, and Colonel Powell was accordingly 
dnccted to resume the negotiation with Shuinshcer Bahauder, which had been sus¬ 
pended in consequence ot the events which lmd occuned pieviously to the receipt 
of the Commandci-ln-Clucf’s instructions to Mr Ahmuty 

In a pieceding paiagi&ph ot this despatch the Govcinoi-Gencial in Council has 
apprized your honourable Committee that Captain J Baillie, pi otcssoi of Arabic 
and Peisian and of Mahomcdan law in the College ot Fort William, had been ap¬ 
pointed to act in the capacity of a political agent of Ins E\ccllcnc\ the Com- 
mandei-in Chief, in the loom of Colonel Symes, who was compelled by indisposi¬ 
tion to cmbaiL foi Euiope 

Captain Baillie piocccdcd to the dimy of the Commandei-in Clucf in the be¬ 
ginning ot Oetobei 

In consequence of the indisposition of Mi Ahmuty, his Excellency the Com- 
m&ndei-in-Chief selected Captain Baillie foi the conduct of all political anange- 
ments in Bundelcund, Captain Baillie was accoidingly furnished with general 
instructions for his guidance, and pioceeded to join the detachment m Bun¬ 
delcund 

Captain Baillie was met, previously to his arnval in Bundelcund, by vakeels 
fiom Sliumsheci Bahauder, with pioposals of accommodation on the part of that 
chief The Goveinor General m Council refeis your honouiable Committee to 
Captain Baillie’s despatch of the Oth ot November, foi a statement ot the commu¬ 
nications which passed between Captain Baillie and the \akcels 

In reply to a lettei which Captain Baillie despatched to Shumsheei Bahauder by 
his vakeels, that ofhcei leceived one fiom Shumsheei Bahauder, expiessive of his 
fnendly disposition, and ot his inclination to connect his interests with those of 
the Bntish Government, and stating that he despatched vakeels to Captain Badlie 
foi the puiposc of conceiting an anangement between himself and the British 
Government 

Notwithstanding these favouiable appearances, the negotiation was protiacted 
for a period of two months by the indecision and weakness of Shumsheer Bahnu- 
dei, who, aftei having actually fixed a time tor his arnval m the Bntish camp, 
suddenly broke off the negotiation, and retned to some distance from the position 
occupied by Colonel Powell’s detachment 

The continued success, however, of the Bntish arras m the district of Calpee, 
and in the countnes on the noith-westein fiontier ot Bundelcund, together with 
the frequent desertion of his troops, and the defection of many of his offices s, 
speedily reduced Shumsheer Bahaudci to a state of Buch distress as to leave him 
no hope of the restoration of his affaus otheiwise than by the generosity of the 
British Government 

Captain Baillie finding that the submission of Shumsheer Bahauder would be 
more speedily effected by making known to him the intentions of the Bntish Go¬ 
vernment in his lavour, addressed a lettei to him, in which he promised that the 
Bntish Goveinmcnt would, m concert with the Peishwa, settle on him and his 
family a piovision to the annual amount of four lacs ot rupees , and conveyed to 
Shumsheer Bahauder othei assurances calculated to inspire linn with confidence in 
the justice and liberality of the British Government 

On the 18th of Januaiy, Shumshter Bahaudei arrived in the British camp, 
wheie he -was leceived by Colonel Powell and Captain Baillie with every suitable 
mark of respect and attention 

The Governor Geneial in Council entirely approved the conduct of Captain 
Baillie in the couise of this negotiation, and being convinced of the sincerity ot 
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Shumsheer Bahauder’s submission, and of his deteimination to adheie to Ins lecent 
engagements ■with the Bntish Government, confirmed the agreement enteied into 
by that officei with Shumsheer Bahatider The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council has 
also msti ucted the Resident at Poonah to endeavour to prevail on the Peishwa to 
commit to Shumsheei Bahaudei the management of the distucts in Bundelcund, 
which will lemain undei his Higliness’s authonty, and enteitains *i confident hope 
that the success of the proposed measuie will add considerably to the permanence, 
and secuiity of the final arrangements which will be concluded in that piovmce 
The submission of Snumsheei Bahauder was followed by the suncndei of all the 
forts in Bundelcund possessed by his adherents , Shumsheer Bahaudei has conti¬ 
nued since to reside m the Bntish camp 

Soon after Captain Bailhe’s anivol in Bundelcund, he leceived proposals from 
the Soubad&r of Jansee, who holds the foit of that name and its dependent dis- 
tncts undei the nominal authority of the Peishwa, to connect his interests with 
those of the Bntish Government, to which his Excellency the Commandei-in- 
Chief authonzed Captain Baillie to accede 
On the 4th of Januaiy the Soubadai of Jansee amved m the Bntish camp 
Regulai engagements have been concluded with that chief by Captain Baillie, and 
have leceived the appiobation of the Commandei-in-Cluef and of the Govcmor- 
Geneial m Council 

The tioopB of the Soubadai of Jansee have since been employed in co operating 
in the defence of Bundelcund and the adjoining distucts m the neighbourhood of 
Jansee The example of the Soubadai has induced several otliei chiefs m that 
quarter to place themselves under the piotection of the Bntish Government 
The Goveinoi-General m Council nowpioceeds to state to youi honouiable 
Committee the progress of the troops under the command of Colonel Powell, the 
narrative of which has been interrupted for the pin pose of giving a connected 
account of the negotiation with Shumsheei Bahauder 
Immediately after the flight of Shumsheer Bahaudei fiom Bundelcund, Colonel 
Powell having detached a part of his force to the banks of the river Betwa, for the 
purpose of piotecting the frontier, and of securing the tranquillity of the distucts 
in that dnection, which had been leduced to the Bntiali authonty, maiched 
towards the strong foit of Cahnger, which he intended to attack without delay 
A communication had been previously opened with the commandant of that for¬ 
tress, and hopes weie entertained that possession of it might be obtained by means 
of negotiation 

His Excellency the CommOnder-m-Chief, however, justly conceiving that the 
defence of Bundelcund, and of the contiguous possessions of the Company from 
hostile incursion, was an object of greater importance than the immediate posses¬ 
sion of Cahnger, directed Colonel Powell to proceed with his whole foice to the 
north-western frontiei of Bundelcund, and to occupy such a position as might 
enable him to repel any invasion of the enemy, and to enforce the submission of 
the neighbouring chiefs to the authonty of tie Bntish Government and that of 
the Peishwa Colonel Powell anived at Sorahpore, on the banks of the Betwa 
on the 1st Qf November * 

Several strong forts surrendered to Colonel Powell’s detachment, and to the 
ti oops of Himmut Bahauder, during their maich through the countiy, and pro¬ 
gress was mode in establishing the authonty of the Bntish Government through¬ 
out the districts of Bundelcund, some disturbances which had broken out in the 
southern parts of the piovince weie speedily quelled by a part of the ti oops of 
Himmut Bahaudei, which weie detached to that quartet by Colonel Powell 
The Jagheerdai of Calpee having manifested a disposition to hostility, and hav- 
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ing lefuaed to accept reasonable teims of accommodation, Colonel Powell matched 
to the capital ot that distiict which suirendcicd on the 4th of December, shoitly 
aftei battei les weie opened against it The possession of the foit of Calpee has 
always been consideied by the Goveinoi-Gcncial in Council to be indispensably 
necessaiy to maintain the complete command ot the tight bank of the Jumna, and 
it is accoidmgly the intention of the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council permanently to 
occupy that position, with a Butish garnson, undci an arrangement to be con¬ 
cluded with his Highness the Peishwa, to whobC nominal authority the distiict of 
Calpee is subject 

The Jaghceidor of Cnlpcc has since simendcicd and come into the Butish camp 
A peimanent settlement ot his aflans, liowevei, 1ms not yet been accomplished 

I he i eduction of Calpee wns followed by the sunendei ot t.evei al othci stiong 
foits in that quartci, and by the submission of all the Chiefs and Zemindais pos¬ 
sessing teintory between the Bctwa and the distriLt of Bind to the north of the 
nvei Sind A tempoiaiy ariangement has been made by Captain Bmllie foi the 
management of the distncts of Calpee and the othei distiicts to the noith of the 
Bctwa, which have been sui rendered to the Butish Government, and a piopoition 
of then levenue has been alieady tealized 

On the 12th of December, Colonel Powell was joined by a bugade of infantry, 
officeied by Europeans, and commanded by a native of Great Britain, ot the name 
of Shephard, which hod come ovei from the scivicc of Ambajec, under the pio- 
clamation of the Goveinor-Geneiol in Council of the 29th ot August, 1803 This 
bugade has been taken into the pay of the Butish Government, and has been use¬ 
fully employed by Colonel Powell on vaiious sei vices Two othei coips undei the 
command of native commandants have also come ovei fiom Ambajee's service, 
and have been taken into pay and employed by Colonel Powell in establishing and 
maintaining tianquilhty in the mteiioi distncts of Bundelcund, to which Butish 
troops could not conveniently be despatched 

On the 2Bth of Dccembci, Colonel Powell detached two battalions of native 
infantiy to leinfoice the detachment solving bcfoie the foitiess of Gwalioi 

Farly in the month of February, Ameei Khaun, a freebooter, who had retained 
a large body of prcdatoiy moiaudcrs, and had oftered his services on various occa¬ 
sions to the diffcient belligerent poweis in the couise of the war, approached the 
frontiei of Bundelcund Ameer Kliaun was now supposed to bo retained in the 
service of Jeswunt Rao Ilolkar foi the purpose of invading Bundelcund and the 
countucs noith of the Bctwa Colonel Powell, therefore, detached Colonel Shep¬ 
hard's bugade and a consideiable body of the Soubadai of Jansee’s tioops, to a 
position in the vicinity of Jansee, where they were to be joined by a laige foice 
belonging to the Rajah of Oondcha, one ot the chiefs who had lately submitted to 
the British Government This detachment was considered to be fully equal to 
resist any force which Ameei Khaun could bung against it, and Colonel Powell 
having collected his foice at Kotia to the north of the Betwa, and having lcceived 
a reinforcement of Euiopean and Native troops, was picpaung to suppoit it if 
necessary 

A negotiation had been commenced by Captain Baillie a slioit time before with 
Ameer Khaun, who was supposed to be desirous ot leaving the service of Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai 

On the 20th of Febiuary, Colonel Powell having leceived intelligence of the 
intention of Ameei Khaun to pioceed by Jansee and Narwar to join Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, maiched m the direction of Jansee for the puipose of intercepting him 
Ameer Khaun, who had enteicd the terntoiy of Jansee, retreated on hearing of 
the advance of Colonel Powell, but suddenly returned into that district with a body 



94' THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL 10 Apill, 

of plundeiing hoi so and engaged in a alight skn mish w ith a part of the Snub idai of 
Janaee’h tioops Colonel Powell, howevci, continuing to advincc, Aineei Iihuun 
withdrew his tioops, reascended the Ghauts, and letired to Sciongc Ihe letieit 
of Ameer Khaun appearing to lelieve the piovince of Bundelcund and the pos¬ 
sessions of the neighbounng elnefs fiom all apprehension of invasion. Colonel 
Powell found himself at liberty to proceed into the mteuoi of Bundelcund, foi 
the puipose of taking possession of the foitress of Calinger, and ot the few otliei 
stiong holds which had not submitted to the Biitish Go\einment, and com¬ 
menced his maich towaids Calingei on the 9th of Maicli 

The strong fort of Booiaghur had sunendered to a pait of the tioops of 
Hirmnut Behadui, while Colonel Powell’s detachment was to the noithwaid ot 
the Bctwa 

A pi eceding paragiaph of this despatch lefers to anangemcntB adopted by the 
Govemor-Geneial undei an expectation of war with the confedciitcd Mihiatti 
chieftains, for the defence of the line of fiontiei extending trom Mulnapnic to 
Mirzapore on the banks of the Ganges against piedatoiy incuisions ot liiogulor 
bodies of tioops from the Mahiatta tenitor> 

The Goveinoi General in Council now proceeds to communicate to joui 
honorable Committee the detail of those anangcmuits With a view to that 
impoitant object, the officeis commanding the piincipal nulitaiy stations on the 
frontier, weie furnished with instructions (adapted to the local cncuinstances ol 
the distilets within the limits of then respective commands), dnccting them to 
adopt measures m concert with the civil magistiates, loi the establishment ol a 
regular and effecient system of detence against any incuisions of the natuie above 
described 

The officeis to whom this impoitant duty was entrusted, weie Majoi-Geneial 
Deare and Colonel tenwick, lespectivel} commanding at Cliunai and Midnapoic, 
and to Lieut -Colonel Bioughton, Commandant of the Ramgui battalion 

The charge of the fiontiei fiom the northern bank of the Soane to Mn/apme, 
was entrusted to Majoi-Geneial Dcaie That of the piovince of Midnapoic to 
Colonel Fenwick, and the line extending fiom the southern extremity of Pachete, 
to the southern bank of the Soane was placed undei the charge of Lieut -Colonel 
Broughton 

It appeal mg to the Govemoi-Geneial m Council to be an object of great im- 
poitance to the efficiency and discipline of the regular tioops, and mote parti¬ 
cularly urgent in the present crisis that they should be kept collected, the com¬ 
manding officers weie directed to lecall all the detachment of then tioops 
stationed at out posts os soon as that measure could be adopted with safety, 
and the magistrates of distiicts on the frontier, were directed to entertain Bur- 
kundazea or armed PeonB, for the purpose of performing the duties heietofore 
executed by the regulai troops 

The expediency of keeping the regulai troops collected as much as possible, 
and of employing in the internal administration of the country as small a number 
of the legular troops as might he adequate to the service, suggested to the 
Govei nor- General in Council the propriety of encouraging the Zemindais of the 
districts situated on the fiontier of the provinces of Bengal, Behar and Benares 
to assist m repelling any attempts which might be made to enter the Company’s 
provinces through the passes situated in their i espectrve estates The officers 
commanding on the frontier were therefore directed to afford every possible en¬ 
couragement to those Zemindars, and to authorize them m the event of any 
appearance of a design on the pait of the enemy to enter the Company’s tern- 
toriesj to entertain armed Peons at the expense of Government, and to urge them 
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to adopt every measuie ■which their means would ailord of effectually guaiding 
the passes 

The commanding officers were ordered to employ a sufficient numbei of trusty 
emissaries foi the puipose of obtaining intelligence of any tioops assembled 
within the Mahiattx ten ltoiy, or ot any othei proceedings which might indicate 
a design to entei the Butish tcintoiy 

The commanding officeis weie dnected to consult the uvil magisti ates of the 
several distilets, with the defence of winch they weie cntiuated, on oil mattcis 
connected with the subject ot then mstiuctions, and the magisti ates weit di¬ 
rected to aftord to the commanding officcis evuy intoinmtioii m then poivci, 
which could conduce to the accomplishment of the objects in vilw Snmlai 
oidcis weie issued to the Govunor-Geneial’B agent at Benaies witli lcspect to 
the defence of the line of iiontier undei the charge of Ma,oi-Geneial Deaie 
The same geneinl instructions appealed to apply to the circumstances under 
which the commanding officers at the diffeient frontier stations would be le- 
quned to act, but the gieatei extent of that pait of the fiontier which wais en- 
tiusted to the chaige of I leut -Colonel Bioughton, the piobability that the foice 
of the enemy would be dnected against some part ot that line, together with 
cucuinstances connected with the state of the adjoming Mahratta piownces, and 
some of the distncts immediately within the Company’s fiontiei, appealed to 
render specific instructions to that officer necessary 
Those mstiuctions howevei weie communicated to Major-Geneial Deare and 
to Colonel Fenwick, who weie dnectcd to adopt such parts of them as were 
applicable to then lespective commands, and those officers were furthei dnected 
to submit such suggestions as occurred to them with respect to any additional 
piecautions which they might consider to be necessaiy 01 piopei 

In 01 dei to place the Ramgur battalion m a stitc of efficiency, Lieut-Colonel 
Bioughton was authnnzcd to complete that coips to 10 companies of 9 r i men 
each company, and he was afteiwards authorized to laise two additional com¬ 
panies of the same strength Two companies ot legulai Sepojs were detached 
fiom the station of Dinapoie, and placed undei Lieut -Colonel Bioughton’s com¬ 
mand m ordei to enable him to collect the whole of the Ramghur battalion, 
with a view to the futuie opeiations which it might become advisable for 
Colonel Bioughton to undertake The officei commanding at Dinapore received 
ordeis to furnish Lieut -Colonel Broughton with every assistance in his power 
In confoimity to Lieut -Colonel Bioughton’s suggestions, that officei was 
authorized to establish depots of piovisions at proper places for the use of his 
detachment and of the Burkundazes who might be employed in guarding the 
passes Puiwannahs were issued by the Governor-General to the different 
Zemeendars, who weie stated by Lieut -Colonel Broughton to possess the means 
of piomoting the public service, enjoining them to co-operate with Colonel 
Broughton to the utmost extent of their power 

Lieut -Colonel Bioughton was also authorized to piomise a flee pardon to such 
Zemeendars in possession of passes leading into the Company’s provinces, who by 
then former oflences had foileitcd the piotection of the Butish Government, as 
should establish by their zeal and services in the defence of the frontier, preten¬ 
sions to the favourable notice of the Govemoi-General m Council 
Lieut -Colonel Bioughton was also authoiizcd to stipulate with such persons 
possessing the command of passes as he might think proper, for the payment of 
a just and equitable compensation for the services which they might render to 
the public on this occasion The assistance of the proprietor of the district of 



96 


TOE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL TO Apill, 


Bellounjah, situated on the southein bank of the Soane, being considcied to be 
of importance to the complete success of the system of defensive meoauics com¬ 
mitted to the conduct of Lieut -Colonel Broughton, and the efficient employment 
of his exertions being checked by the distuibed state of his country, the Govcrnoi- 
Geneial m Council issued instructions to the collectoi of Behai to endeavoui to 
mediate an accommodation between the piopnetoi of Bellomyah and the dis¬ 
contented Ryots 

The instructions above stated comprised the substance of the aiiangements 
formed by the Goveinor-Geneial in Council, foi the defence of the frontiei fiom 
Midnapoie to Mnzapore The orders of the Governor Geneial in Council weie 
earned mto eflect by the officers who weie entrusted with then execution, with 
the greatest alacrity and zeal, and the Govemoi-Geneial m Council is happy to 
assure youi hone irable Committee, that no attemptWas made by the enemy 
during the whole course of the wai, to violate the line of fiontici extending horn 
the southein extremity ol Midnapoie to Illalmbad Ihe entue exemption of the 
Company’s possession in this quaiter fiom the evils of a state of weu, is howcvci 
to be ascribed principally to the active opeiations of the aimy on eveiy point ot 
the enemy’s lesources and power, and to the alaciity, vigoui, and success with 
which the attack upon the enemy was conducted in diftcicnt quoittiB at the same 
penod of time 

The Govemoi-Geneial in Council now pioceeds to submit to youi honouiablc 
Committee, a view of the operations of the detachment undei the command of 
Lieut -Colonel Bioughton, and of the negotiations conducted by that meritonous 
officer with the tnbutaiies and Zemcendais of the Rajah of Bciai, in the eastern 
piovinces of that chieftain’s dominions 

The Goveinoi General in Council being of opinion that the plan for the defence 
of that part of the frontier under the chaige ot Lieut Colonel Bioughton, might 
be materially promoted, and that at the same time a considerable leduction ot the 
power and resources of the Rajah of Beiar might be effected, by commencing 
negotiations (to be eventually supported by the advance of a detachment ot 
tioops) with the diseffected subjects of the Rajah of Beiar, m the countucs 
bordeiing on the possessions of the honourable Company m Bengal, calculated 
to excite their resistance to the authonty of the Mahratta government, and to 
attach them to the intei ests of the British Government, mstiucted Colonel 
Broughton under date the 25th of August, to open an immediate inteicouise with 
those persons, and in separate instructions of the same date, stated the pi ma¬ 
ples on which such negotiations were to be conducted 

By those mstiuctions Lieut -Colonel Broughton was in the fliBt instance 
directed to piocuie the most accurate intelligence of the piesent state of bum- 
bulpore, (the most eastern province of Bern, and the chiefs and Zemcendars ot 
which were known to t?e disaffected to the Mahratta Government,) of the foicc 
employed by the Mahrattas m that province, and of the means which the dis¬ 
affected landholders possessed, of affording assistance to an invading enemy 

The measures which were adopted for placing the coips under the command 
of Lieut -Colonel Broughton in a condition to act with piomptitude and eflect, 
and for enabling him to collect the principal part of his force, with a view to 
offensive operations without abandoning the defence of the Company’s possessions 
against hostile incursions, have been Btated to youi honourable Committee m 
that pait of this despatch which relates to the plan of defence adopted by the 
Goveinoi-General in Council^ for the secuuty of the fiontier 

The Governor-General in Council now proceeds to state the substance of tlje 
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instructions undei which Lieut-Colonel Bioughton was dnected to conduct the 
political negotiations, which might become neceaaaij toi the attainment oi the 
objects of his expedition into the eastern piovmces of Bern 

Dunug the residence ot Mi ColcbiooLc at Nagpoie, thit gentleman received 
secret oveituies from VnicBjee Bhooslah the brother of the Rajah of Beiai, tor 
the countenance and support ot the Bntisli Government in the establishment of 
his independence It appeals hom the conespondence of Mi Colcbiooke, and 
from other souices of mfoi mation, that the province of Chuttecsgluu, consisting 
of Ryepoie and Ruttunpore and their lcspcctive dependencies, was undei the 
exclusive authority of Vmcajec Bhooslah, that the llnjali ot Beiai did not 
interfere in the aflans of Chutteesghui, nor exeicisc any authonty ovci the lull 
chiettains tributary to the piovmce of Ruttunpore, and that the nulitaiy foite 
stationed in Chutteesghui, was exclusively in the service ot Vincajcc Bhooslah, 
and all the public officers of the piovmce, weie appointed by Vmcajec, aiul undu 
his exclusive contiol 

T.he Govemoi General in Council had no leason to suppose that Vmcajec 
Bhooslah had abandoned his views of independence , but Vmcajec Bhooslah 
having attended the Rajah ot Bern in his maich to join the ftiiny of Dowlut Ran 
Scmdiah, any dncct communication with Vincijeo Bhooslah became difficult, 
and might have pioved cxtiemcly hazaulous to that chiettam 

The advantages however which the Bntisli Govunment might he expected to 
denvo in the existing ensis ot a (Ians, by the establishment ot the authority ot 
Vincajee Bhooslah in the piovmce of Chutteesghur, independently ot the Rajah 
of Beiai, and undei the piotcction of the Bntish Government, detcimined the 
Goveinor-Geneial m Council to cndeavoui to cflect that object by negotiation 
with the Soubadars of Ruttunpoio and Ryepore, the punupal o(ficus ol Vincajee 
Bhooslah in Chutteesghui It was not known to the Goumoi Geneial in 
Council, that those olhctis wcil appn/cd ol the desue of then inastu, to esta¬ 
blish Ins independence, oi that they weie piepaudtoact m con to i nut y to his 
supposed views Lieut-Colonel Broughton was theretoic instiucted to com¬ 
mence lus negotiation, by addiessmg lettcis to tliL Soubadais ol Rjcporo and 
Ruttunpoie, infoinuiig them, that hostilities between the Rajah of Beiai and the 
Bntibh Government, would not be eonsnlucd to involve Vuicyu Bhooslah, 
piovided that no aggicssions wue committed by them or then dependants, and 
that they would allow no passage to fieebooteis through then distncts towaids 
the Company's piovinccs Lieut-Colonel Biougliton was at the same time 
dnected to despatch to Ruttunpoie a confidential agent with mstiuctions to eu- 
deavoui to nsceitam tht ieal views and disposition ot the Souhnchu It the 
Soubadars of Rjepoie and Ruttunpoie should appeal to be auiuninted with the 
supposed views ot their immediate supcnoi, and be disposed to piomotc then 
success, Lieut-Colonel Bioughton was dnected to state to those olhccis, the 
inclination of the Bntish Government to guaiantec the futuic independence of 
the teiritones of Vincajee Bhooslah 

Ileut -Colonel Bioughton, was also instiucted to impiCss on the minds of the 
officers of Vincajee Bhooslah, the necessity of secreej and cncumspection The 
terms of the proposed guarantee weie lcseived foi tutuie discussion 

In framing these instructions, it appeared to the Governor-General in Council, 
to be necessary to take mto consideration the existing state of the piovmce of 
Chutteesghur It appealed that many of the Zemcendois of that province, weie 
disaffected to the authority under which they were immediately placed, and dis¬ 
posed to co operate with the British Government against the Mahiatta powei 
Our support of those Zemeendars, how ever, being manifestly inconsistent with 

VOL. V II 
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the couise ot policy descubed m the preceding pangiaphs, it became necessary 
to deteimine on the compaiative expediency of those distinct modes of pioceeding 
In eveiy view of the question, it appealed to the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council, 
that the objects of the Bntish Government would be bettei eflccted by the esta¬ 
blishment of the authonty ot Vincajee Bliooslah in Cliuttecsghui, on the prin¬ 
ciples above descubed, than by chcoui aging and suppoiting tin. disaflected Ze- 
meendais of the piovincc against his powei The establishment of such an autho¬ 
rity was better calculated to aftoid secunty and ti inquility to the Company’s 
contiguous possessions, and by the 1 eduction of the powei and rcsouiccs ot the 
Rajah of Berai, piopoitionatcly to enciease oui own The encouragement of the 
disaffected landholder, did not promise to affoid the same politicil advantages to 
the Bntish Government, while it was obvious that the adjustment of then sevcinl 
claims and privileges might be pioductive of embairassment and difficulty tai 
exceeding the benefit to be denved fiom then alliance 

The Governoi-Geneial in Council, theiefoie, detci mined to adopt the lnttei 
plan only, m the event ot the failuie ot the negotiation with the officers of 
Vincajee Bhoosloh m Ryepoie and Ruttunpoie 

The same objection did not, however, appeal to exist undci snnilai circum 
stances to the measuie of encouiaging and assisting the hill chiefs tnbutaij to 
Ruttunpore, whose possessions aie situated between Chutlce&ghur and the Com¬ 
pany’s frontiei, in throwing otl the Mahiatta yoke 

Lieut Colonel Bioughton, was turtliei dn ected to endcavoui to lcstoic to its 
former authonty, the family which originally possessed the distnot of Sumbul- 
poie, piovided that measuie should meet the concuiience of the chiefs and 
Zemeendnis in that distuct 

The family of Sunibulpoic had been expelled by the Malunttas, who maintained 
complete possession of the piovince The Ranee, who repiesentcd the family ol 
Sumbulpoie, was known to be anxious foi the assistance of the British Govern¬ 
ment, and had made the most unequivocal apphcations to Colonel Broughton 
for that puipose The possibility of annexing Sumbulpoie to the possessions ot 
Vmcajce Bhooslah, was also suggested to Lieut-Colonel Bioughton, who was 
apprized howevei as a general rule for his guidance, that it was not then the in¬ 
tention of the British Government, in the event of a successful wai with the 
Rajah of Bern, to extend the Bntish regulations m that quaiter, beyond the 
western bordeis of Ramgur, Palamow, Pachete, and Midnapoie 

In puisuance of those instructions. Colonel Bioughton immediately after his 
arrival oil the fiontier, despatched a confidential agent to kislioo Govind, the 
Soubadai of Ruttunpoie, and the principal officei of Vincajee Bhooslah in that 
district, with suitable instructions, for the purpose of asceitainmg the views of 
the Soubadar, and of concerting with him in the event of his being favomably 
disposed towards the Bntish Government, the means of promoting the mutual 
inteiests of his master and of the Bntish Government Youi honourable Com¬ 
mittee will observe from the letters from Lieut Colonel Bioughton, the failuie 
of this negotiation and the causes to which that officer is inclined to asenbe it 

In confoimity to his instructions, Colonel Broughton also opened a commu¬ 
nication with the Ranee of Sumbulpore and with other disaffected Zemeendais m 
that quaiter who had on foimer occasions expressed a desire to connect their 
mterests with the British Government 

Lieut -Colonel Broughton being of opinion from all the information which he 
had received, that the possession of the foit of Sumbulpore, which was occupied 
by a ganison of the troops of the Rajah of Berar, was the first object to which 
his viewB should be directed, and having received intelligence from Sumbulpore 
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of the most encouraging nntuic, iletcimined to advance in that ducotion without 
delay, and having provided foi the piotection ot that pait ot the hontici which 
could not be eoveied by the advance of hia detachment, began lus maich fiom 
the position which he had occupied at the beginning ot the month of Decembei 
Colonel Bioughton had been joined while he lcmained within the fionlici of the 
Company’s possessions by two paitiea of lircgulai tioops, commanded lespectively 
-by Rajah Futteli Naiiain Sing, the piopuctoi ot a Zcmecndoiv in the distnct ot 
Beliar, and by an advcntuiei of the name ot Bhoop Sing, who was foi man) 
yeais in the seivice of the Rajah of Bu.u, and tiom whose local knowledge 
Colonel Bioughton expected to dcnvc considerable idvmtige These two leadeis 
accompanied Lieut -Colonel Bioughton with then tioops on Ins maich to Sum 
bulpore 

Finding that the loute by which he intended to pioceod to Sumhulpoie, was 
from the difficult) of the passes impracticable foi aitillcij, Colonel Bioughton 
was obliged to change the direction of Ins maich, and to cut a road foi his guns 
thiougli a toncst of considerable extent 

On the 26th of Decembei, Lieut -Colonel Broughton leoeivod a lottei fiom the 
Rajah of Ryeghui, the piopuctoi of a \eiy considerable 7cmecndaiy, dependent 
on Sumbulpoie, containing assurances of the fnendly disposition ot the chiefs 
and inhabitants of that quartei, towaids the Bntish Government 

On the evening of the 28th Decembei, Colonel Bioughton detached a party of 
his tioops under the command ot Lieutenant Iliggot, to duslio) a body ot Mah 
rattas which was in possession ot a small post in Ins tiont, owing to the mis 
takes of his guides, Lieutenant Higgot did not amvc it the Mainatta post till 
some hours aftci day light on the Jlth He immediately attached the enemy and 
put them to flight with some loss on then part 

On the 31st Dcccmha, aftci a most difficult and huuaising maich thiougli a 
countiy which piescntcd malicious obstacles to the prngiess of tioops. Colonel 
Bioughton aiiivcd befoie the loit ot Sumbulpore, and ini me (Intel) summoned the 
garnson to suncndei Atta a short negotiation, tin tiuops composing the 
garnson, agieed to evacuate the tort on condition that they should ictain their 
arms and pnvate piopeit), and should leceivc the protection of the Bntish de¬ 
tachment for themselves and then families against the inhabitants of the country, 
from whose vengeance they apprahended the greatest dangei 7 be garnson also 
engaged not to tight against the British tioops duung the war These terms 
were accepted, and the foit was evacuated on the evening of the 2nd January, 
and agreeably to his promise Colonel Bioughton detached a party of lus tioops 
to piotect the gainson dunng its maich thiougli the piovmce ot Sumbulpoie 

For a detail of the cncumstances attending the sunendcr of Sumbulport, the 
Govemoi General in Council has the lionoui to lefei )our honourable Committee 
to the despatches from Lieut Colonel Bioughton, undu dates the 3rd and *)th of 
Januaiy 

The Governor General in Council dnccted lus entne appiobation of the zeal 
and perseveiance which was manifested by Lieut -Colonel Broughton and his de 
tacbment on then maich to Sumbulpore, and ot the terms on which Colonel 
Broughton permitted the Mahratta gainson of Sumbulpore to evacuate the fort, 
to be communicated to that officer 

On the 8th of January, Colonel Broughton detached a company of Sepoys and 
1000 irregulars, under the command of Lieutenant Fountaine, to disperse a body 
of Mahratta troops, which was plundenng the country in the direction of Sonepore 
His detachment completely succeeded in its object, and with the assistance of the 
troops of the Rajahs of the countiy, dispersed and destroyed the only Mahratta 
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foice which lemoined between the fiontiei of Cuttack and the piovince of Rut- 
tunpoi e 

Witlnn a shoit period after the fall of Sumbulpoie, Lieut -Colonel Bioughton le¬ 
ceived assurances from all the Zemeendais of that piovince and ol the neighbour¬ 
ing distiict of Patna, eitliLi in peison 01 by their repiescntativcs, of their joy at 
then deliveiance fiom the oppiession of the former government, and of then 
readiness to agiee to any anangement which the Butish Government chose to 
adopt for the administiation of those piovinces 

On the 25th of Januaij, Lieut -Colonel Bioughton received from Foit William 
the first intimation of the conclusion of peace with the Rajah of Beiai, together 
with the orders of the Governoi General m Council, to abstain fiom all fuither 
hostile measures againBt that chief 

Your honouiable Committee will obseivc, on a lefeience to the despatches from 
Colonel Broughton, that distinct piopoBitions of submission to the Butish Govern¬ 
ment, and of a desne to tiansfei to the Butish Government that allegiance which 
they had so long reluctantly piofesBed to the Rajah of Beiai, were made by the 
seveial chiefs and landholders enumerated in the schedule enclosed m Colonel 
Broughton's despatch of the 29th of Januaiy, and that Colonel Bioughton, pic- 
viously to his knowledge of the conclusion of peace, had given them a positive and 
unequivocal assurance that they should be delivcied fiom the authority of the 
Hahratta Government, and leceived undei the Butish pioteetion The impoitant 
question which has arisen lespecting the validity of these engagements under the 
terms of the tieaty of Deogaum, and the decision of the Governor-General in 
Council on that question will be stated to youi honourable Committee in our se¬ 
parate despatch on the subject of the peace 

Lieut-Colonel Bioughton had been instructed in the meanwhile to maintain 
his position at Sumbulporc, until the furthei oideis of the Goveinoi-Geneial in 
Council 

Your honouiable Committee will obseive from the instructions to Mi Mercei, 
under date the 22d of July, 1803, that the Governor-General deemed it to be de¬ 
sirable to conciliate to the inteiests of the British Government, Ajoet Sing, the 
chief of Boghaalhund or Rewah Mukundpore, as a measure of piecaution con¬ 
nected with the defence of the Company’s frontier, and with the couise of pro¬ 
ceeding which the Governor-General had resolved to puisue with respect to the 
piovince of Bundelcund In puisuance of the plan for the defence of the frontlet 
of the Company against hostile incuisions a detachment of British tioops was 
assembled on the noithein fiontiei of Rewah, for the puipose of opposing any 
attempt of the enemy to penetrate through that district into the pi ounce of 
Benares The passes to the southwaid of Rewah, between that countiy and the 
dominions of the Rajah of Beior, being moie defensible than those on the imme¬ 
diate fiontier of the Butish possessions, the Commander m-Chief undei the 
general poweis vested in his Excellency by the Governoi-General, instructed the 
agent of the Governoi General at Benaies, to endeavoui to prevail on the Rajah 
of Rewah to allow a British force to entu his temtoiy toi the puipose of occu¬ 
pying those passes 

The Commander-in-Chief having leceived information, which induced him to 
believe that the Rajah of Rewah was inclined to connect his interests with those of 
the Company, alteiwards transmitted to the magistrate oi Muzapoie for the 
purpose of being proposed to Raj all Ajeet Sing, the draft of a treaty of alliance 
with the Butish Goveinment on terms favourable to the interests of the Rajah, 
and calculated to secuie the attainment of the objects of the Governoi General 
in Council in tlio district of Rewah 
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Those piopositions weie tiansmitttd to the Rijali by the magistrate of Mirzn. 
poic on the 22d of Octobei 

In the month of Novembei, some subjects of Ajeet Sing lia-ving joined a paitv 
of fieebooteis, who were committing depredations m the distnct of Kliyragui, in 
the ceded piovinces, and having seized the fort ot ClioukundLC situated on the 
boideis ot that distnct, a detachment of Bntish tioopB was sent against them, and 
his Excellency the Commaiidei-in Chict instructed Majoi Gcnei il Derne, who 
commanded on the hnntici ot Mnzapoie, to piepaie to entei the terntory of 
Ajeet Sing with the foice undei his comm md, if it should appear that the Rajah 
was conceined in the violent and unjustifiable pioceedings ot his suhjccts and then 
accomplices 

Aftei a gdlant but unsuccessful attempt to eauy the foit of Choukundcc by 
assault that foit was cvicuated by the gaiusoii on the night of the 24th of No¬ 
vember, and the distnct ot khyragui was lestoied to tianquillity 

The leaden, of the paity of maiaudcis having taken lefugcm Rcwah, Mr Burges, 
the magistiate of Mnzapore, addiessed a lettei to Ajeet Sing, demanding as a 
proof of his attachment to the Bntish Government, that he would seize and de¬ 
liver up the peisons ot those otfcndeis In reply to the seveial communications 
of Mi Burges, Rajah Ajeet Sing lepeated lus professions ot friendship towards the 
Bntish Government, but gave no decided answei to the piopositions which had 
been offered to his acceptance 

No progress has been made in the conclusion ot the intended tieaty with Ajeet 
Smg, but the Governoi-Gencial m Council has no i cason to suppose that Rajah 
Ajeet Sing is inimical to the Bntish Goveinment The age and incapacity of 
the Rajah, and the weak and distiacted state ol his Government and countiy, 
sufficiently account foi his indecisive conduct 

The Governor-General in Counul now proceeds to submit to voui honouiable 
Committee a view of the measuies which he adopted for the occupation of the 
province of Cuttack, and to state the substance ot the mstiuctions which weie 
issued to the several ofhecis employed on that impoitant seivice llic command 
of the principal division of tioops for hostile operations against Cuttack, was en¬ 
trusted to Lieut -Colonel Campbell, of his Majesty’s 74tli legiment, commanding 
the northern division ot the Aimy of foit St George 

Lieut-Colonel Campbell was. instructed to assemble at Ganjam, a foice ot not 
less than 1500 native troops, and to mciease that foice to the utmost extent con¬ 
sistent with the tranquillity ot the northern Sirkars A force, consisting of two 
companies of Ins Majesty’s 22d regiment of foot, and 600 of the 20th Bengal 
regiment, with artillery, was despatched ft ora Bengal by sea to Ganjam, to rein¬ 
force Colonel Campbell, Captain Blunt, an engineer officer of experience, who 
had suiveyed the piovince of Cuttack, and possessed much local knowledge, ac¬ 
companied the detachment from Bengal The united force assembled at Ganjam, 
under the command of Lieut -Colonel Campbell, consisted of 5G5 Europeans of his 
Miyesty’s, and the honouiable Company's troops 2200 Sepoys, and a party of 
native cavalry, consisting of 50 men 

With this force, Lieut -Colonel Campbell was instructed to enter the piovinco 
of Cuttack, and to piocced to Juggernaut 

Lieut -Colonel Campbell was instructed, on passing the lronticr, to use every 
possible means to conciliate the inhabitants, and a pioclamation was transmitted 
to him, which he was directed to piomulgate, premising every degiee of protection 
and indulgence to those persons who should not appear in arms against the Bntish 
troops, and exhorting the inhabitants to proceed in their respective occupations, 
and to rely on the enjoyment of perfect security The attention of Colonel Camp- 
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bell was directed in a particulai manner to the situation of the pilgrims passing to 
and from Juggernaut, to whom he was instructed to aftoid the most ample pio- 
tection, and to manifest every maik of conciliation and kindness He was dnected 
on Ins anlval at Juggernaut, to adopt every possible precaution to preserve the 
respect due to the Pagodas, to the religious piejudices of the Bramins and pil- 
gnms, and to supply the Bramins with guards, and with every other means of 
protection and secunty which they might lequne Lieut -Colonel Campbell w 
fuither instructed to abstain from all interfeience in the established system of 
management at the temple of Juggernaut, and to give the Biamins an assurance, 
that they would not be requited to pay any tribute or revenue, beyond that which 
they had been in the habit of paying to the Mahratta Government Colonel 
Campbell was, however, dnected to avoid entenng into any engagements which 
should pi eclude such future an angements as might be found necessary for the 
purpose of reforming abuses and venations 

Colonel Campbell was particularly enjoined to obseive, that no part of the pro¬ 
perty contained in the Pagoda, nor that of the priests or officers of the leligioUB 
institutions, was to be considered as prize to the aimy, that no account was to 
be taken by the British officers of such property, and that no peison was to 
be sufteied to enter the sacred building, without the express desne of the 
Bramins 

Lieut Colonel Campbell was directed, after leaving a sufficient foice at Juggei- 
naut, undei an officer on whom he could lely foi a due discharge of the duties ot 
his situation, to advance to Cuttack, and to effect the leduction of the town and 
fort 

The immediate objects to which Lieut -Colonel Campbell’s attention was di 
rected aftei the leduction of Cuttack, weie to open a communication with Midna- 
pore and Jellasore, to secuie the safe and fiee passage of the public mails be¬ 
tween Ganjam and Calcutta, and to guard aganist any suipuze fioin the bide of 
Nagpore 

Lieut -Colonel Campbell was apprized that it was the intention of the Goveinor- 
Geneial in Council to despatch a foice by sea to Balasoie, foi the puipose of 
occupying that place as soon as mloimation should be received of Colonel Camp 
bell’s arrival befoie Cuttack and that a battalion of Sepoys would be directed to 
advance from Jellasoie as sdon as the season would permit, to join his army 

The Governor-General in Council also deemed it propel to furnish Lieut - 
Colonel Campbell with instructions for lus guidance, in the communications 
Which lie might have with the chiefs and Zemeendars of Cuttack and the adjacent 
country Many of the powerful Zemeendais of Cuttack weie supposed to have 
rendered themselves independent of the Mahratta power, oi to yield to it a partial 
obedience The chieftains lesiding in the contiguous districts weie either inde¬ 
pendent of the Maluatta authonty or tributaries to that state Colonel Campbell 
was directed to require the submission to the Bntish Government of the revolted 
Zemeendais, and to enter into engagements with the independent and tributary 
chieftains who might possess the means of embarrassing his opeiations, favourable 
to their interests without requnmg their absolute submission to the Bntish 
authority 

A civil commissioner was appointed to attend the aimy for the purpose of 
settling the province, and of aiding the commanding officer of the tioops m his 
negotiations with the officeis and subjects of the Rajah of Berai, and was fui- 
niBhed with sepaiate Instructions foi his guidance The pumoiy duty assigned 
to Mr Melvill, the gentleman who was appointed to be civil commissioner, was 
the progressive settlement of the revenues of Cuttack, as the advance of the 
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British tioops Bhould plate the province under oui authouty The commissioner « 
was instiucted to effect the settlement of the conquered countiy with the persons 
whom Iil should hnd in ictual chmge of it The Goveinor-Geneinl in Council hav¬ 
ing resolved to introduce into Cuttack it theeailicst piacticablc period of time the 
Butish system of laws and lcgulitions, the commissionei was dnected to form 
all his amngements with a view to this intention, and he was instiucted to ex¬ 
plain to the inhabitants the intention of the Butn,h Government to admit them 
to the benefits of its laws, and to point out to them the \anouB advantages which 
they would deiiVL fiom the introduction of ^o just and lenient a system ot Go¬ 
vernment The settlement of the lcvenue was to be concluded in the fiist 
instance loi the tenn ot one year The piecise natuie of the settlement could not 
be piesenbed, but Mr Mclvill was duectcd to make the assessment so model ate 
os to conciliate the patties with whom the engagements should be made, and to 
inteiest the Ra]alis and chiefs in the secunty of the new airangement Mi Mel 
vill was instructed to obt un every information in his powei with respect to the 
temple of Juggernaut, the natuie and extent of the duties levied there, and the 
amount of the levcnue which the Maluatta Government denved fiom that souice, 
and to make the ncccssaiy oirangemcnts foi seeming the legulai payment of that 
levenuc The instructions to Lieut -Colonel Campbell on this subject weic com¬ 
municated to Mi Mclvill Mi Mclvill was also apprized of the instructions 
which had becu issued to Lieut -Colonel Campbell lcspecting the negotiation with 
the officers and subjects ot the Maluatta government, andieccived corresponding 
instructions respecting that blanch ot his duties Finally, Mi Mclvill was di¬ 
rected aftci the reduction of Cuttack to lcmam in ehaige of the collections, and 
two gentlemen ot the civil suvicc of Bengal weic appointed to attend Mi Melvill 
for the purpose of assisting him in that duty 

Adveitingto the extent and efficiency of the militaiy equipments and auonge- 
ments dnected against Cuttack, uid the little expectation which the officeis of the 
Beiai government could cnteitain ol a successful resistance to the Butish aims, 
and to the chmsctu of those officeis and of tlic Main itta Government, the Go- 
vernai Geneinl in Council deemed it piopei to authonze Lieut -Colouel Camp¬ 
bell and Mr Mclvill to open a negotiation with the manageis of Cuttack on the 
pait of the Maluatta government, lor the peaceable surrender of the province to 
the British authority, on tlic condition ot iccciving a pcimanent piovision or a 
donation of money fiom the Butish Government His Excellency the Governor- 
Geneial tliciefore addressed letters to the two peisons exeicismg the chief autho¬ 
rity in Cuttack, and instructed Lieut -Colonel Campbell and Mr Melvill to trans¬ 
mit those letters, and to open a negotiation with the peisons to whom they were 
addressed foi the puiposc above dcscubcd, and they weie authorized to oftei a 
donation to each ot the two principal Mahratta officeis, not exceeding two lacs of 
rupees Negotiations of a similar natuie were to be opened with any othei 
persons whose situation and influence might afford them the means of facilitating 
the peaceable occupation of the piovince ol Cuttack by tlic Butish force Dupli¬ 
cates and tuplicates of the letters to the managers of Cuttack were transmitted 
to the officers commanding the expedition against Bnlasore, and the force to 
advance from Jellasore respectively, with lnstmctiona to endeavoui to foiward 
them, and to transmit the answers to the officer commanding the division pio 
ceeding from Ganj&m 

With a similar view the Governor General in Council obtained a letter from 
the most eminent of the Pundits of Bengal, addressed to the principal Bramins 
at Jaggemaut, encouraging them to place themselves and the temple under the 
British protection That letter was transmitted to Lieut -Colonel Campbell and 



THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL TO 


104 


Apul, 


Mr Melvill with disci etionary mstiuctions with respeet to the time and mode 
of delivering it 

In consequence of the seveie and dangerous illness which menaced the life ol 
Lieut -Colonel Campbell, and prevented that zealous and able ofheer from pioceed- 
mg with the army into Cuttack, the Governor General despatched Lieut -Colonel 
Harcourt, of his Majesty’s 12th legiment of foot his Lordship’s military secie- 
taiy, to Ganjam, for the purpose of taking the command of the expedition 
Colonel Harcouit arrived at Ganjam on the 11th Semptember, and assumed the 
command of the troops, Lieut - Colonel Campbell continuing in a state of health 
which rendeied him unable to accompany the expedition 

On the Hist of Semptember, the Governor Geneial having received infoimation 
from Ganjam, which appeared to lender it expedient to enable Lieut-Colonel 
Campbell to stiengthen his force, despatched flora. Foit William to Ganjam by 
sea 500 Bengal volunteers with a supply ol battering guns and ammunition lor 
the use of Colonel Campbell’s division under the command of Captain Dick, 
which had been held in readiness foi the occupation of Balasore Colonel Campbell 
was authonzed eithei to detain that corps or to dnect it to proceed to its original 
destination Captain Dick ailived on the coast at too late a period in the season 
to effect a junction with the army m Cuttack, and was atterwaids instructed by 
Colonel Harcouit to pioceedto lort St Geoige, fiom whence he was despatched 
to Tuncomallee foi the puipose of leinfuicing the Butish troops on the Island of 
Ceylon 

The destination of Captain Dick's coips being changed, anothei detachment of 
500 volunteeis and 21 artillery men with foul G poundeis was prepared to pio- 
ceed to Balasore, under the command of Captain Morgan, of the 7th Bengal 
regiment This detachment was furnished with an ample supply of stores and 
provisions 

Captain Morgan’s detachment was directed to pioceed with all practicable 
despatch on the transports which were prepaied for its accommodation to Bol- 
asoie With a view to oveicome as far as might be practicable the delay which 
the difficult navigation of the Balasoie river might oppose to Captain Morgau’s 
passage up to the town of Balasore, an expeiienced pilot was directed to attend 
Captain Morgan, and he was furnished with every information which could be 
procured respecting the navigation of the l ivei 

Captain Morgan was dnected to endeavoui to proceed up the uvei to the town 
of Balasore, and there to effect his landing He was authonzed to effect his 
passage up the river, and the disembarkation of his detachment by foice it ne¬ 
cessary, but every possible care was to be taken to avoid hostilities, and to 
obtain peaceable possession of the town After obtaining possession of Balasoie 
and securing his post by every means m his power, Captain Morgan was dnected 
to use hie utmost endeavours to pieserve the free passage of the mads, and if 
lus interfeience should be necessary, to assist the officers m charge of the posts 
with guards, and by such other means of security as might be necessary and con¬ 
sistent with the safety of his detachment 

Captain Morgan was directed to promise protection and secunty to all the 
inhabitants of Balasore and its vicinity, and to prevent any excess on the part 
of his troops, and to avoid every act of violence The importance, however, of 
maintaining his position at Balasoie was particularly pointed out to Captain 
Morgan and he was ordered to be prepai ed to resist by every means m his power 
any attempt to dislodge him 

Captain Moigan was dnected to lose no time in opening a communication with 
th$ detachment advancing from Jellasore, and to accelerate its march by detach- 
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ing paitics of tioopa in that direction as foi as lie might find it to be safe and 
piacticable Ihe officcis commanding these parties weie to leccive particular 
instiuctions foi tlie cxeicise of eveiy degiee of conciliation and kindness towards 
the people of the countiy He was likewise dnccted to use eveiy endcavoui to 
open a communication with tlie officer commanding the division ad\ancing lrom 
Ganjam as soon as he should lieai ot the ainval of that division beloie Cuttack, 
and to c\eit eveiy means of pieseiving the communication with Bahsoie in both 
dnections Ihe safety of the pilginns passing to and horn J lggeinaut was paiti- 
culaily lecommnndcd to Captain Moigin’b attention, and he was directed to alloid 
every assistance m his powei to that dcscnption of pcisona 

Guns, stoies, and camp equipage toi the eventual use of the detachment ad¬ 
vancing from Jcllasoic wcie despatched to Balasore with Captain Morgan The 
Governor Gencial thought proper to addicss letteis to the ofhcoisof the Malnatta 
Government at Balasoic, calculated to obtain then co opcintion with the Bntish 
Goveinmcnt, and to transmit them to Captain Moigan, with instructions to deliver 
them when he might think expedient I ctteis undei the signature of tlie Go 
vemoi Gencial weie also entrusted to Captain Morgan, to be nddiessed and tians- 
mitted to any other officers of the Mahratta Gov ernruent, on whom he might tlnnk 
them calculated to produce a favouiable impiession 

The Goveinoi Gcneiol m Council having lecoived information that a considoia- 
blc number of Patan advcntureis, natives ot the dominions of the honouiable 
Company and of the Nabob Viziei, weie employed in Cuttack by the Mainatta 
Goveinmcnt, and being ot opinion that a coips foimed ot poisons of that descnp- 
tion might be rcndeicd useful in the piotection ot the country against moiaudeis, 
and in othci seivices ot a similnr nature, while it was dcsnablo to dopuve the 
enemy ot a serviceable body ot troops, authorized Captain Morgan to entertain a 
corps of lnegulai cavaliy not exceeding 500 men, to be composed of persons boin 
m the dominions of the Company, 01 of the Nabob Vizier The conditions of 
then services weie to be the same as the conditions on which Majoi Filth was 
authorized to raise a body of megulai cavalry m the uppei piovinces, which have 
been communicated to your honouiable Committee from the Military Depart¬ 
ment 

Tlie Govcrnoi-Gencial in Council being of opinion that the seivices of Captain 
P Grant, of the Bengal Establishment, 2nd battalion 22nd Native regiment, might 
be rendered useful in Cuttack, duectcd that officoi to accompany Captain Moigan 
to Balasore, for the puipose of affording to Captain Morgan the aid of Ins local 
knowledge of the province of Cuttack, and particulaily of tlie town and environs 
of Balasore, in carrying into effect the ordeis of the Governor-General Captain 
Grant was also entrusted, under the superintendence of Captain Moigan, with the 
duty of foiming and disciplining the corps of irregular cavalry which Captain 
Morgan was instructed to entertain 

Captain Grant was directed, as soon as his presence at Balasore could be dis 
pensed with, to join tlie detachment advancing from Jcllosoie, for the puipose of 
affording his assistance in facilitating the advance of that detachment, the com¬ 
manding officer of which was directed to pay every attention to Captain Giant’s 
suggestions 

The officer commanding the station of Midnapore had been directed to i emforce 
the frontier station of Jellasore to the extent of thiee companies of Sepoys, and 
afterwards instructed to order a complete battalion of Sepoys with guns to proceed 
to Jellasore foi the purpose of advancing into Cuttack as soon as the state of the 
season and of the country should admit of such a movement ThiB battalion was 
joined by a detachment of the Goveinoi-General’s body-guard with two galloper 



106 THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL TO Apill, 

gunb Special instructions were issued under the immediate authonty of the 
Govemoi -General to Lieut Colonel Ferguson, the officer commanding the batta¬ 
lion oideied to Jellasore for the guidance of his conduct aftei he should enter the 
province of Cuttack He was oidered to entei Cuttack as soon as he should ic- 
ceive intelligence that the state of the countiy between Jellasoie and Balasoic was 
such as to admit of his advancing without danger to Ins detachment, and to pio- 
ceed with the utmost piacticable expedition to Balasore The state of the roads 
rendering it probable that it might not be piacticable to advance with guns, 
Lieut -Colonel Feiguson was authonzed, in the event of Ins finding it uttcily im¬ 
practicable to carry on his guns, to leave them behind, he was also authonzed to 
leave behind whatever proportion of his camp equipage he might find it lmpiac- 
ticable to cairy on Guns and camp equipage had been alieady sent to Balasoie 
for the eventual use of Lieut -Colonel Ferguson’s detachment 

Lieut -Colonel Ferguson received the same oiders with respect to the concilia¬ 
tory conduct to be obseived towards the people of the countiy, as had been issued 
to the othei officeis employed in the leduction of Cuttack The Governoi-Ge- 
neral’s instiuctions to Lieut-Colonel Ferguson weie communicated to Colonel 
Fenwick commanding the station of Midnapore, and that officei was instructed 
to furnish Lieut Colonel Ferguson with eveiy assistance in his power, to enable 
him to carry the orders of the Govemoi-Geneial into eftect Colonel Fenwick 
was also directed to hold his own corps m a state ol leadiness to move at the 
shortest notice, in case it should become necessaiy for that corps to advance foi 
the suppoit of Lieut-Colonel Feiguson’s detachment, 01 foi the defence of the 
frontier of Midnapore, which was entrusted to Colonel Fenwick’s chaige The 
Governor-General had pi eviously notified to Colonel Fenwick his intention gra¬ 
dually to strengthen the post of Midnapore from Fort William 

Under the supposition that Captain Morgan might obtain possession of Balasoie 
previously to the arrival of Lieut Colonel Ferguson at Jellasore, the Governor- 
Geneial authonzed Captain Morgan to call for the services of two of the thiee 
companies stationed at Jellasore (exclusively of Lieut -Colonel Ferguson’s batta¬ 
lion) for the puipose of occupying the passes between Jellasore and Balasoie This 
anangement was in no respect to interfere with the advance of Lieut-Colonel 
Ferguson, whose march to Balasore was not to be suspended on account of the 
pievious occupation of the passes between Balasore and Jellasore, undei these in¬ 
structions to Captain Moigan ' Colonel Fenwick was dnected to issue the neces¬ 
sary oiders to the officer commanding the thiee companies at Jellasoie, to comply 
with Captain Morgan’s requisition Colonel Fenwick was fuither dnected to order 
the officer commanding at Jellasoie to obey any ordeis to advance into Cuttack 
which he might leceive horn the officer commanding the division proceeding fiom 
Gary am, who received authonty to call foi the services of two of the three com¬ 
panies stationed at Jellasoie 

The foice assembled at Midnapore under the command of Colonel Fenwick, was 
destmed, as soon as hostilities should commence, to occupy the Mahratta distncts 
to the north east of the Sooburnreeka liver and the Mahratta territory, intermixed 
with the Bntish possessions in Midnapore 

The combined system of operations above described appeared to the Govemoi - 
General in Council to provide in the most ample manner for the speedy and effec¬ 
tual reduction of the valuable province of Cuttack to the authonty of the Bntish 
Government 

The Governor-Geneial in Council has alieady had the honour to communicate 
to your honourable Committee the successful operations of the Bntish army in 
Cuttack, in conformity to the anungements above desenbed for the occupation of 
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that province For the vauous details of those opcintions, the Govemoi General 
in Council lclcis youi honourable Committee to the conespondence with Lieut- 
Colonel Ilarcouit nml the ofhccis commanding the difterent detachments of Butish 
tioops employed in the invasion of the piovince ol Cuttack 

Attei the ciptnic of the foit of Banabutty, as communicated m our letter of 
the 10th ot October, Colonel Hmcouit dnccted his nttention to (lestioy the rem¬ 
nant of the Mahiatta loice in Cuttnck, which was hastily lctieating fiom the pio- 
vincc, and to sccuie the frontiu of Cuttack on the side of Buai , nncl with this 
view, Colonil Ilarcouit lmincdiatclv despatched a foice consisting of a small pnity 
of Native cavnliy, a compnny ot the Madias Euiopcui icguncnt, nnd one battalion 
of Madias Native iniintiv, with a detachment ot aililleivmcn and two0 joundeis 
undci the command of Majoi Foibes of the Madias Establishment, to the Pass of 
Beimule, which toims the only enhance into Cuttack thiough the range of hills 
which divides that piovmcc fiom the dominions ol the Rujah of Bciai The Go- 
vernor-Guicinl m Council his the honoui to letci youi hqnouiable Committee to 
Colonel Ilarcourt’s despatch ot the 2bth ot Octobci, foi the mstiuctions witli 
which ho furnished Major Toibes toi the guidance ot his conduct on this seivice 

Majoi Foibes ailived at the Pass ot Bumule on the 2nd ot November, and dis¬ 
posed of his tioops in such a manner as to give him the complete command of the 
Pass Ihc detachment was icceival on its much by the Zcmindais nnd inhabitants 
of the countiy tlnoaigh winch it pnssed with cvny dcinonstialion of attachment 
to the Butish Government, and was amply supplied with piovisions and neccssa- 
nes of every dcscuptinn foi the use of the tioops The rctieating enemy had 
escaped thiough the lulls picviously to the ninval of the detachment undei Major 
Torbes It is piolnblt thnt they suflued sLVciely on then flight fiom the inhabi¬ 
tants of the different countucs thiough which they vveie obliged to pass, all of 
whom were highly c\aspeiatcil against the Muluatta Government 

Soon after Mnioi Fuihes’s amval nt the Beimule Pass he was met by vakeels 
hom the Itajali ot Boad and the Umcc ot Soncpoie, with pioposals ot submission 
to the British Government, and solicitations to be token undci its protection, 
which wcie lefcned by Majoi 1 oibes to the authonty ol Lieut Colonel Ilaicouit , 
an account of the piogrcbs and lcsult ot these negotiations will be communicated 
to youi honoui able Committee in a subsequent part of this despatch 

The honourable Major-Gencial Wellesley haying foimed a plan for the invasion 
of the lcmoining dominions ot the Rajah of Beiai in the event of the continuance 
of the wai with that cludtoin, the Governor-General lesolved that a detachment 
of considerable strength should march fiom Cuttack thiough the BcrmulcPoss into 
the Eastern possessions of the Rajah of Bciar, for the puipose of co-opci ating with 
the foice to be detached into Berar by the honoui able Mtyor-Geneial Wellesley 
The detachment at Cuttnck was equipped with gicat piomptitudc and activity by 
Lieut -Colonel Ilaicourt, and was in a state of leadmess to proceed on its march 
when the conclusion of the treaty of Deognum tciminated all hostile operations 
against the Raj all of Beiar 

Youi honourable Committee was apprized in oui letter of the 31st of Octobei, 
1803, of the maich of the detachment under the command of Lieut -Colonel Fei- 
guson fiom Bolasoie, foi the puipoBe of joining Lieut -Colonel Harcourt That 
detachment ai nved in the vicinity of Cuttack on the 28th of Octobci, Lieut - 
Colonel I 1 ciguson was every wheiS well received on his march from Balasore to 
Cuttnck, and met with every dcgiee ot assistance from the inhabitants of the 
country 

After the advance of Colonel Feiguson towards Cuttack, Captain Moigan, who 
remained in command of the British detachment at Balasoie, successfully excited 
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himself in pieseivmg good oidei, and suppoitmg the newly acquncd authority ot 
the Bntish Government in the adjacent country Captain Morgan was attenvaids 
usefully employed in providing cnttle and giaTn foi the use of the foice intended 
to proceed from Cuttack under the command of Lieut -Colonel Hnicouit, tor the 
purpose of co-operating in the invasion of Beiai 
Your honoui able Committee was apprized in om letter of the 25th of Decembei 
that the detachment undci the command of Lieut Colonel Feiguson, which ad¬ 
vanced into Cuttack fiom Jellasore, was suppoitcd by a toice assembled at Mid- 
napore undei the command of Colonel Fenwick, the officci entiusted with the 
defence of the frontiei of Midnapoie against predatoiy incursions horn the Mahiatta 
temtoiy 

Immediately after the commencement of hostilities with the Rajah ot Berai, 
Colonel Fenwick in conceit with Mr Einst, the Acting Magistrate ol Midnapoie, 
took possession of the distncts under the authority of the Mahiatta government, 
situated to the noith east of the Soobuimecka, and intei nn\cd with the posses¬ 
sions of the Company in Midnapoie Engagements were formed by Mi Einst 
with the piopnetois of those distncts, by which their allegiance wis transfuicd 
to the Company, Colonel Fenwick’s post at Midnapore was ginduolly leinfoiced 
from the Presidency, by which precaution means weie aftoidcd of stiongtliening 
the foice at Cuttack 

The Govemoi-Geneial m Council now pi oceeds to state to your honourable 
Committee the progiess of the negotiations piescubed by the Goveinoi-Gcneial’s 
instructions to Lieut -Colonel Campbell and Mr Melvill, with a view to facilitate 
the objects of the wai in that quaitei of the Rajah of Bciai’s possessions 
The execution of these instructions devolved upon Lieut Colonel Hnicouit and 
Mr Melvill, who endeavoured to obtain possession of the piovince of Cuttack by 
negotiation with the officers exercising authority in that province under the Rajah 
of Berar The Governor-Geneial m Council has the honour to lelei youi honour¬ 
able Committee to the letters from Mr Melvill, foi a detail of the mcasuies which 
were unsuccessfully adopted by Lieut -Colonel Ilarcouit and Mr Melvill for that 
puipose 

The speedy reduction of the fort of Barrabutty, and the facility with which the 
entire province of Cuttack submitted to the authority of the Bntish Government, 
rendered unnecessary any fuither attempt to negotiate with the officers of the 
Mahratta government 

After the reduction of the fort of Cuttack, the Governor-Geieral in Council 
deemed it pioper to constitute a commission foi the settlement of the piovince of 
Cuttack composed of Lieut -Colonel Harcourt and Mr Melvill Mr Linst, who 
had officiated as magistrate of Midnapore for a short penod pievious to the com¬ 
mencement of the wai, was afterwards joined in the commission 
The immediate attention of the Commissioneis was directed to the establish¬ 
ment of a connection with the Rajahs in the province of Cuttack and in its vici¬ 
nity, who had been tributary to the government of the Rajab of Bern, whose 
speedy acknowledgement of the authority of the Bntish Government was desirable 
with a view to the tranquillity of our newly acquued dominions 
The Rajah of Koorda, one of the most poweiful of those chiefs in the southern 
parts of Cuttack, had received proposals of a conciliatoiy natuie from Lieut - 
Colonel Harcourt and Mr Melvill previously to the reduction of Cuttack, and 
engagements were concluded with him and earned into effect early in the month 
of Novembei Engagements were also concluded with the tnbutaiy Rajahs of 
Duspulea, Angola, Hmdole and Dekanul, whose lands, as well as those of the 
Rajah of Kooida, are situated within the limits of the provmce of Cuttack The 
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substance of the engagements concluded with those peisons (foi the detail ot 
which the Govcinoi Gcneial in Council lefeis youi honouiable Committee to the 
pioceedings of the Commissioner under date the 21st of November, 1803,) is an 
acknowledgement on their pait of the authonty of the honouiable Company, and 
a piomise to pay to the Butish Government the stipulated tubute, and to assist 
the Company when required with their troops Othei stipulations wcie mseited, 
having for then object the security of the police and lcvonue of the Company’s 
contiguous possessions The Butish Government on its part engaged never to 
demand an incicase of tubute, nor to make any furthei pecuniary demand what¬ 
ever 

It is stated in a preceding paiagiaph of this lettei that ovcituics of an amicable 
nature were leceived fiom the chiefs of Boad and Sonepoie eaily in the month ot 
Novembei , similai overtuies weie also rccened fiom the Rnjnh of Ramgurli 
Colonel Ilaicouit lcplied to the piopositicms of those chiefs in teims conformable 
to the geneial instiuctions which he had leceived, and e\picssivc of the appioba- 
tion with which the Butish Government would leceive then ofteis of submission, 
and of its leadiness to extend its protection to them In older to facilitate the 
negotiation, I leut-Colonel Harcourt despatched vakeels to Boad, Ramguih and 
Sonepoie The Commissioners also opened a negotiation with the Rajah of 
koonjui, who posbesseB a tcintoiy contiguous to the province of Cuttack 
7 lie engagements ultimately concluded with those chieftains involvmg questions 
intimately connected with the teims of the peace, will be submitted to youi ho¬ 
nourable Committee's notice in our sepaiate despatch on that subject 

A preceding pnagraph ot this despatch refers to the occupation of seveial pei- 
gunnalis belonging to the Mahratta government, situated within the piovmce of 
Midnapoie, by the British Government Since the conquest ot Cuttack, engage¬ 
ments have been concluded with the Zemindars of those PeigunnahB, by which 
then allegiance yvns transfened to the government ot the honouiable Company 
The district of Moiebunge, situated on the south-west fiontici of the province of 
Midnapoie, togethei with its dependent Zemindancs, was also subject to the au¬ 
thority of the government of the Rajah of Beiai Pioposals of submission to the 
British Government weie made at an eaily penod of time by the Zemindai of 
Moiebunge, with whom engagements have since been concluded 
The correspondence of Mr EinBt, to which the Governor-General in Council 
has the honour to refer youi honouiable Committee, contains the most ample in¬ 
formation on the Bubject of Mofebunge and of the Mahiatta Peigunnahs situated 
within the distnct of Midnapore Both the Zemindary of Moiebunge and the 
Mahratta Peigunnahs situated in Midnapoie remain permanent possessions of the 
honouiable Company, under the stipulations ot the treaty of Deogaum, and it is 
unnecessaiy to state to your honouiable Committee the advantage which must be 
derived from the complete exclusion of the influence ot the Mahratta Government 
from Midnapoie and the adjacent districts 

Youi honourable Committee will observe on a rcfeience to the proceedings of 
Mr Melvill and of the Commissioneis for the affairs of Cuttack, that their atten¬ 
tion was directed at an early penod to the settlement and collection of the revenues 
of the piovince They deemed it advisable, foi reasons which appeared satisfactory 
to the Governor-Geneial in Council, to abstain from making any material altera¬ 
tion in the mode of collection dunng the cuirent year, and they accordingly, with 
the sanction pf the Governor-General in Council, continued with little vanatjon 
the system which they found in force, and appointed the necessary officers to 
cairy it into effect, establishing at the same time such rules as appeared necessary 
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to prevent abuses The Comnussionei b have already lealized a consideiable pio 
poition of the revenues of Cuttack undei this temporal > anangement 

They have been directed to UBe eveiy exertion in their power to ascertain the 
leal lesources of the countiy, and to obtain such other infoimation as is necessary 
to enable the Goveinoi-General in Council to establish a regulai and peimanent 
system of revenue in the province of Cuttack 

Ttwas thought advisable also that no immediate change should be intioduced 
in the existing establishment at the Temple of Juggernaut At the lecommenda 
tion of the commissionei s, the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council continued in his 
situation, the principal officer of the Mahiatta Government at Juggernaut The 
commissioners weie dnected to furnish a detailed statement of the Bystem which 
heretofore prevailed in the Temple of Juggernaut, in oidei to enable the Govei- 
nor-Geneial m Council to form a final anangement foi the regulation of the 
affairs of that temple 

The Goveinor Geneial in Council now lesumes the nanalive of tiansactions at 
Hydeiabad 

In a preceding paiagiaph of this despatch it is stated that the Resident at 
Hydeiabad obtained from his Highness the Nizam, a letter to Majoi General 
Wellesley investing him with full poveis to controul his Highness’s militaiy 
Commanders and Aumildais on the western frontier of Ins dominions Those 
powers weie confirmed by his Highness Secundei Jail, aftei his accession to the 
Government of Hydeiabad Those poweis, however, being lendered entuely 
nugatory by the contumacy and disobedience of the offlceis of his Highness’s 
Government, the immediate exeicise of them waB transferred by Majoi-General 
Wellesley's expiess desne to Rajah Mohiput Ram, one of the principal ofhceis 
of his Highness’s contingent seiving with the subsidiary foice Rajah Mohiput 
Ram was ordered to comply with all Major-Geneial Wellesley’s requisitions, and 
was held responsible foi the due execution of Geneial Wellesley’s oideis 

The principal object of solicitude at Hydeiabad at this peuod ol time was the 
demise of his Highness the Nizam That event took place on the 6th of August 
1803 Your honourable Committee has been appuzed m a pieceding paiagiaph 
of this lettei of the instructions which weie issued to the Resident at Hydeiabad, 
under the expectation of the death of the NizBm Every piecaution was adopted 
by the Resident m conceit with Azim ool Omrali for the preservation of the 
tianquility of the city A battalion of Butish tioops was oideied by the Resident 
at the express desire of Azim ool Omiah to march into the city, and guaids weie 
posted m such situations as weie considered to afford the best means of pieserving 
tranquility 

On the 7th of August, Mirza Secunder Jah, eldest son of the late Nizam, foimally 
ascended the Musnud, to which he was conducted by the Resident at Hyderabad, 
and by Rajah Ragotim Rao, the deputy of Azim ool Omrah, and received the 
congratulatory presents of all the principal officers of his Government at Hydei 
abad On that occasion the Resident was received by his Highness with the most 
distinguished honours as the representative of the Butish Government in India, 
and his Highness publicly deliveied to the Resident an instrument under his 
Highness’s seal, acknowledging the obligation of the treaties subsisting between 
the British Government and the state of Hydeiabad Your honourable Committee 
is apprized that the Governor-General had previously directed the Resident to re¬ 
quire from Secunder Jah the delivery of an instrument to that effect, as the first 
public act of his government, and his Highness assented to that requisition with 
the 'utmost leadiness 
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Rajah Ragotun Rao on that occasion suggested the demand of a coriesponding 
engagement on the pait of the Bntish Government, which suggestion the Resident 
propelly 1 ejected Hie Goveinoi General m Council, howtvei, being of opinion 
that a voluntary act of lecognition on oui part would tend to conciliate the con¬ 
fidence of Secunder Jail, and would pioduce an nnpiossion on the minds of his 
subjects and ot the seveial punces and chieftains of India, and particularly on the 
mind of his Highness the Pushw a, highly fivourable to the ciedit ot oui justice, 
modelatiou and public faith, deemed it expedient to execute an engagement in 
terms conesponding*with the instiument dehvucdby Secunder Jah, and an mstiu- 
ment to that effect was accoidmglj executed by the Goveinoi-General in Council 
undci the seal of the lionouinblc Company, and tiansmitted to the Resident with 
directions to dchvci it to his Highness tlie Soubnhdar in the most public and 
foi mal manner I he instiument was dehveied to Ins Highness by the Resident in 
a full Duibar on the 24th of Scptcmbei, and was leceiyed by the Soubahdar with 
eveiy deinonsti atiou of satisfaction and of the sense which his Highness enter¬ 
tained ot the libci ility manifested by the British Government on this occasion 

The Resident at Hydciabid despatched immediate intelligence of the death of 
the Nizam and the succession of Secundei Jah, to the honouinble Major General 
Wellesley to the Government of Foit St George and Bombay, to his Excellency 
Geneial Stuart, to M ijor-Gencial Campbell, and to the Residents at Poonah, and 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiab , and those events were publicly proclaimed at Hyder¬ 
abad, at the pnncipal pi ices in the Soubnlidoi’s dominions, and at the stations of 
his Ilighness's auny on the liontier 

The Goveinoi-Genual m Council has gicat satisfaction in stating to youi ho- 
nouublc Committee, that the event ol his HiglincsB’s death did not occasion any 
inteiruption of the public tianipullity, and that the accession ot Muza Secunder 
Jah was gcneially and cheerfully acknowledged bj the joungci sons ot his late 
Highness, and b> all tlie officcis and subjects ot Ins Highness's government 

Intelligence ot tlie commencement of hostilities between the Bntish Govern¬ 
ment and its allies, and the confederate Mahratta chieftains was leceived atHydei- 
abad, on the 10th of August 

The Resident, m conformity to tlie provisional instructions of the Govemor- 
Geneial issued on the 10th ot August, immediately suggested to the Government 
of Hydeiabad the piopncty ot dismissing the \akeels and agents of the confederate 
chiefs, and the recall fiom then respective couits of the Minister of the Soubahdai 
of the Deccan This suggestion was adopted without hesitation by the Govern¬ 
ment ot the Soubahdar 

Previously to the actual commencement of hostilities, the Resident at Hyderabad 
had been instructed by Majoi-Geneial Wellesley, under the possible occurrence of 
that event, to call upon the Soubahdai of the Deccan to issue oideis for the repair 
of the forts thioughout the noithem parts of his dominions, and to place garrisons 
of peons both in the forts and in the walled towns and villages, foi the puipose of 
checking the depredations of the enemy’s cavaln General Wellesley also in¬ 
structed the Resident to endeavour to prevail on his Highness the Soubahdar, to 
assemble a body ot troops at Hyderabad for the piotection of that city 

The necessary measures were immediately adopted foi that puipose, and in the 
month of Decembei the force assembled at Hyderabad amounted to 11,000 horse 
and 6,000 foot Ilia Highness the Soubahdar declared his intention of placing 
himself at the head of thiB force, and his Highness actually entered his tents, and 
resided in the camp during several weeks The requisitions of the Resident on 
the othei points recommended to his attention by Major-General Wellesley weie 
not attended with the same success Orders were indeed issued by the Minister 
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to the scveial Kclkdais and othei officeis of the Soubahdu'b go\cmmuit, but 
those ordus weie disiegarded, and no exeitions weie made bj his Highness’s sei- 
\ants eithei foi the defence of his couutiy against the piedatoij incursions of the 
enemy, or foi the success of the common cause In some instances acts ot posi¬ 
tive hostility weie committed against the British tioops by the ofliceis of the 
Soubahdar 

The honourable Majoi-Geneial Wellesley, theiefore, found it absolutely neces¬ 
sary to dnect the Resident at Hydeiabad to remonstiate in the Btiongest teims 
against the unjustifiable and hostile conduct ot the seivants of his Highness’s 
government The principal subjects of complaint were—the refusal of the Kelladm 
of Dowlutabad to leceive into the foit undei his command the sick ot Gcncial 
Wellesley’s army, and the officeis and men wounded in the battle of Assaye, 

The conduct of the Kelladar ot Budnapore, who hied upon a detachment of 
British troops on its maicli to join Majoi General Wellesley with a convoy, 

The refusal of the Kelladar of Dharoie to give piotection under the guns of his 
foit to a convoy pioceeding to join Gencial Wellesley’s aimy, and the kelladar’s 
declaiation ot bis intention to compel tbe Butish tioops to letne hom the vicinity 
of his foit, into which he declared that he could not admit them without expiess 
oiders fiom Hvderabad, 

The refusal of Rajah Sookioodui (the principal officer of his Highness the Sou- 
bahdai in the northern paits of his dominions) to permit the sale of giain in the 
districts under his choige foi the use of the tioops, and vaiious acts, of disobedi¬ 
ence and disaffection on the pait ot that olficei 

The Resident at Hydeiabad addressed lemonstiances to the Ministei on the dif¬ 
ferent subjects of complaint above stated Azim ul Omiah assuied the Resident, 
that the conduct of his Highness’s officeis was not to be ascribed to the govern¬ 
ment of his Highness the Soubahdai , that positive ordeis had been issued and 
should be lepeated, and that the officeis whose names were specified by the Resi¬ 
dent, should be immediately dismissed fiom then respective employments In the 
course of the correspondence of Majoi Geneial Wellesley and the Resident at 
Hydeiabad on these subjects, some circumstances weie stated by the Resident 
matenally affecting the fundamental principles of the connection subsisting be¬ 
tween the Butish Government and the state ot Hydeiabad, which appealed to 
require the immediate notice ot the Goveinoi Geneial in Council 

The Resident in a letter to the honouiable Majoi-Geneial Wellesley, dated the 
8th of Octobei, 1803, asenbedthe conduct ot the Soubahdai’s officers m a con¬ 
siderable degiee to the jealousy distiust and aveision with which the connection 
with the Butish Government was viewed by almost all descriptions of peisons in 
the Soubahdai’s dominions The Resident also stated that the Soubahdar himself 
was not free from the contagion that his Highness in a pnvate conference with 
his Munster, had charged the Butish Government with an unauthonzed inter¬ 
ference in the internal concerns of his administration, and denied the light of the 
Butish Government to remonstiate against the conduct of his Highness's Kellodars 
and officers, adding, that the admission of the troops and officeis of the Butish 
Government into his Highness’s foitresseB, oi their exclusion from those foits in 
time of joint war, was a matter of indifference 
The Governor-General in Council deemed it necessary to state without delay to 
the Resident at Hyderabad, his sentiments on this extraordinary and alarming in¬ 
telligence, combined with the lecent conduct of the officers of the Soubahdar, 
which had formed the subject of General Wellesley's complaints, and to furnish 
the Resident with proper instructions for his guidance on that occasion 
Although the Governor-General in Council was satisfied with the notice which 
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had beeii tnken by the go\einniLnt ol Iljclerabad, ol tin. misconduct oi his High¬ 
ness’s officers His Excellency m Council was of opinion, that it his Highness 
the Soubahdax leally entei tamed the sentiments which had been ascribed to Ins 
Highness, uid if a general sentiment ot jealousy and aveision with respect to the 
connection subsisting between the British Government and the state of Hyderabad 
actually pievoiled throughout Ins Highness’s dominions, such a state of cncum- 
stanceb affected the fundamental pimciples of the alliance, hnd requned a lemedy 
beyond the immediate rcdiess of particular causes of complaint 

With a view to bnng to a decided issue this doubtful state of affairs, the Go¬ 
vernor-General in Council directed the Rebident at Ilydeiabad to address to the 
Soubahdar, in public Duibar, a lcmonstrancc founded on the following topics — 

1st The geneial pi maples ot the alliance and the leciproCol obligations imposed 
by its stipulations on the contacting parties The numerous advantages which 
had been dtiivcd In the late Ni?am, and by the present Soubahdar, fiom the alli¬ 
ance with the Company, and the repeated dangers from which the state of Hyder¬ 
abad had been pieseived by that affiance The hbeial and equitable conduct of 
the British Government in the unconditional establishment of the succession of 
Secundei Jah, notwithstanding the many jilst clarmB which the Butish Govern¬ 
ment possessed against his Highness 

.2ndly The delicacy and public faith manifested by the British Government in 
avoiding all intcifeience in the internal affons of his Highness or of his prede¬ 
cessor 

3rdly The strict attention paid to his Highness’s rights in the conclusion of 
the treaty ot Bassein 

4thly The defence of Ins Highness’s possessions in the present war 

5thly The failure of lus Highness to perform the conditions of the affiance m 
the present war, and lastly, the unjustifaable and treasonable conduct of bus Iligh- 
ness’s office] s 

The Resident was further directed to observe to his Highness, that the main¬ 
tenance of the principles ascubed to Secunder Jah (as stated in a preceding paia- 
graph of this letter) would place that Prince in the situation of a public enemy to 
the British Government 

The Resident was desned to demand the execution of an additional aiticle to 
thetieatyot Hjdeiabad, stipulating that the forts of the contracting parties in 
time ot joint war should be open to the troops of each state respectively, and 
that the officers of both governments should employ all the resources at their 
command in facilitating the operations of the troops of their respective govern¬ 
ments 

His Excellency the Governor-General further signified to the Resident, that if 
m the course of the existing woi the Soubahdar should not correct the treachery 
of the commanders of his forts, the Resident should demand the surrender of all 
forts necessary for the protection of supplies into the hands of Major General 
Wellesley, observmgthat his Highness’s defence of his ofhceis who acted hostilely 
towards the ButiBh Government, was inconsistent with the spirit of the affiance, 
and that to remonstiate against the conduct of officers guilty of such acts was no 
encroachment on his Highness’s rights or independence 

The Resident was directed to lequire fiom the Soubahdar the inost solemn and 
distinct recognition of the principles of the alliance To give his remonstrance 
the fullest effect, the Resident was directed to abstain from the discussion of all sub¬ 
jects of inferior importance, and to direct his whole attention to the objects of 
impressing on the mwd of the Soubahdar a just sense of the real nature of the 
alliance, and of convincing his Highness that his true interest and the obligation 

VOL V I 
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of his public faith, lus honoui and leputation, lequned lus HighncsB’s coidial co¬ 
operation in the common cause, of asceitaming the leal views and chaiactei of 
Secundei Jah, and of pioviding seasonable piecautions agamst the detection of 
that Pnnce, paiticulaily duungthe existing war With lefeience to the supposed 
existence of a general sentiment of jealousy and aveision with lespecl to the con 
nection established between the two states, the Resident was desired to conceit 
with Major General Wellesley piopei measuies of piecaution against the effects of 
that general spirit of disaffection Major-Geneial Wellesley was also authorized 
to proceed against any of the Soubabdar’s officers who might heieafter be guilty 
of acts of the nature described m pieceding paragraphs of this despatch, as against 
officers of a state at war with the Butish Government, without fuithcr lefeience 
to the Soubahdai or the Governor-Geneial in Council 

The Resident having demanded an audience of the Soubalidai, read and pie- 
sented to his Highness in public Duibai, a memorial founded on the mstiuctionB 
of which the substance is stated in the two pieceding paiagraplis This lemonstrance 
produced the desired effect The Soubahdai, in a letter which he addressed to the 
Governor General, declared his peifect readiness to execute the additional article, 
to which the Resident at Hyderabad had been mstiucted to lequue his consent, 
and on the 9th of January that aiticle was formally executed and exchanged at 
Hyderabad The alleged temper of his Highness’s subjects did not appeal to the 
Resident to be Buch as to endangei the public tianquillity Any augmentation of 
the force of Ilydeiabad, theiefore, with lefeience to that cncumstance, was consi¬ 
dered by the Resident to be unnecesBaiy 

In the course of the communications of the Resident at Hydeiabod with the 
Durbar, on the various subjects which at this penod were agitated, it appeared that 
a difference of a very serious natuie had ansen between the Soubahdai and his 
Prime Minister, Azim-ool-Omrah 

The causes of mutual dissatisfaction aie stated to have arisen at a penod ante 
cedent to the accession of Secundei Jah to the Soubadaiee of the Deccan, and 
Azim-ool-Omrah was suspected and accused of a design to oppose the succession 
of Secunder Jah in favour of one of the younger sons of the late Nizam On being 
appnzed of this change previously to the death of the late Nizam, the Resident 
deemed it necessaiy to adopt immediate measures for the purpose of ascertaining 
the truth or falsehood of this allegation, and, if requisite, of restraining the 
Ministers from any opposition to the succession of Secunder Jah 

The Minister did not hesitate to give to the Resident the most solemn assurances 
of his innocence of the design imputed to him, and of hn, lesolution to secuie and 
support the succession of Secundei Jah by every means in his power 

At an early penod of time after the accession of Secunder Jah to the musnud 
of Hyderabad, the displeasure of that Pnnce against his Minister became apparent, 
and finally augmented to such a degiee as to lender probable the Ministers dis¬ 
grace and removal from powei, and even to justify an apprehension for the safety 
of his person 

The continuance of Azim-ool-Omrah’s influence in the Councils of the Soubah- 
dar of the Deccan being on object oF considerable impoitance to the interests of 
the British Government, the Governor Geneial appioved the resolution which 
the Resident at Hyderabad had adopted of interposing hiB influence and exertions 
for the purpose of effecting a reconciliation between his Highness and the Minister 
It is unnecessary to state to your honourable Committee in detail the means which 
were adopted by the Resident for the attainment of that desirable object The 
Resident completely succeeded in restoring Azim-ool-Omrah to the favoui and 
confidence of Secunder Jah, who, at the suggestion of the Resident, confened upon 
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his Mimstei the same full powers and unlimited contiol ovei the public affairs of 
his government ns win. L\eiused by Anm ool Omrah dining the life of the late 
Ni?am 

A. preceding paragraph of this despatch lcleis to the instiuctions which weie 
issued to the Resident at Hydembad, duccLing him to require the Nabob of Kur- 
nool to furnish the quota of tioops which in Ins tnbutaiy relation to the British 
Government he was pledged to supply 

That chieftain complied with the icquisition ol the Resident without hesitation, 
and his contingent of tioops, consisting of 500 hoise and 500 foot, ailived at 
Hydeiabad enily m the month of Octobci, 180i, and then proceeded to join the 
division of the aimy undci the command of Majoi-Geneial Campbell The Nabob 
of kuinool lias txpicsscd a wish to receive a wntten instillment, defining the t\- 
tentof his obligations with lcspect to the payment of tnbute and to military 
seivice, with which it is the intention of the Govcinoi General m Council to 
comply 

Towaids the close of the month ot August the Resident at Hydeiabad leceived 
fiom a person named I ucca Ram Pundit, a communication on the part of Serjajee 
Ghauthn, the fathei in 1 uv, and at one period the Mimstei of Dqwlut Rao Scm- 
dmh, then lcsuhng within the tcintoiy of the Rajah of Colapoie The purport of 
this communication, which was evpic°sed in vague and obscure teims, appeared to 
be a pioposition on the parL of Scijajce Ghautka, in concert with the Bntish Go¬ 
vernment, to exert the influence which he still possessed at the Durbar, and in the 
aimy of Scindiah, for the restoration of geneial tranquillity and good order The 
Resident rtfeired Soijajee Ghautka’s Agent to Mtjoi -Geneial Wellesley, to -whom 
the Resident tiansmitted the proposition which lie had received The possibility 
of the restoration of Scijnjee Ghautka to powei in Scindiah’s government, and his 
connection with apoweiful Zunindai on the bank of the Kishna, thiongh whose 
possessions Geneial Wellesley’s convoys avoic obliged to pass, induced General 
Wellesley, without authorizing the Resident to accede to Stijajcc’s pioposition, to 
maintain an amicable intercourse with tliat chief The lemoval of Serjajee Ghautka 
to Poonah piecluded the Resident at Hyderabad from any furthei communication 
with him 

Duiing the couise of the woi the Resident lepeatcdly urged the government of 
the Soubahdai to increase, as tai ns might be practicable, the strength of the con¬ 
tingent of his Ilighness’s troops seivmg in the field m conformity to the provi¬ 
sions of the tieaty of 1800 While an expectation was entertained of securing the 
services of Meci Khan, the Resident did not think it advisable to urge the mea¬ 
sure of inci easing the contingent, on the ground of the expense to which the 
Soubalidar’B government would be subjected by such an augmentation of the tioops 
of the state, combined with the employment of Mecr Khan, and a part of that 
chieftain's aimy After the failuie of the negotiation with Meer Ixhan, the Resi¬ 
dent repeatedly pressed the Mimstei to issue ordei s for the increase of the contin¬ 
gent After a great delay and evasion on the pait of the Durbar, the Resident 
leceived a positive assurance that ordei b had been issued to Mohiput Ram, direct¬ 
ing him to raise additional forces These oiders, however, were either entirely 
disregarded or clandestinely suppressed No other transactions of any importance 
occurred at Hydeiabad duiing the lemamdei of the war 
The Resident continued to maintain a legular correspondence with the honour¬ 
able Major-Gcncial Wellesley on all subjects connected with the movement and 
supply of the army under Major-General Wellesley’s immediate command, and of 
the Bubsidiaiy force The Resident excited his endeavours with considerable zeal, 
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activity and success in procunng and foiwardmg large supplies of money, giam, 
and bullocks foi the use of the tioops in the held 

Your honouiable Committee will have been apprized by the honouiable the 
Governor m Council of Bombay, of the proceedings of that government, m the 
prosecution of such branches ot the general system of arrangements and operations 
connected with the war as that government was lequired to conduct The exer¬ 
tions of the government of Bombay weie principally directed to the objects, of 
supplying the aimy undei the personal command of the honourable Major-General 
Wellesley with provisions, of foiming and equipping the detachment employed m 
the occupation of Broach, and in facilitatingtthe opeiations of the tioops under 
the command of Lieut Colonel Murray, who was employed under the immediate 
authority of Major-General Wellesley in occupying the territory m Guzerat be¬ 
longing to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, in providing foi the defence of that piovince, 
and ultimately in preparing an expedition against Scindiah’s capital of Ougein, 
the prosecution of which was however prevented by the conclusion of peace with 
that chieftain 

The detail of Lieut Colonel Murray's proceedings will also have been communi¬ 
cated to youi honouiable Committee by the government of Bombay 

As connected howevei with the general system of airangements foi the vigorous 
and successful prosecution of the war, it may be piopei to advert to the corres¬ 
pondence which passed between the honourable the Governor of Bombay and the 
honourable Major-General Wellesley subsequently to Major-Geneial Wellesley’s 
receipt of the Governor-General’s instructions of the 2Cth and 27th of June, 1803, 
on the subject of providing for the defence of the province of Guzei at, and of the 
application of the troops employed in that province, to the general objects of the 
war 

On that occasion the honourable the Governor of Bombav appealed to the Go 
vempr-Geneial in Council to have formed an erroneous judgment of the extent of 
the powers vested m Major General Wellesley, and to have impeded the effect of 
that officer’s proposed arrangements, by admitting the operation of counteiacting 
principles founded on the supposed necessity of maintaining the local and subor 
dmate authority of the Resident at Baroda ovei the tioops stationed in Guzerat 
It appealed to the Governor-General in Council that the pioceedmgs of the 
government of Bombay on that occasion, however dictated by laudable public 
spirit and zeal, were so flamed as to endanger the success of the Governor- 
General’s plan foi the conduct of the campaign in the Deccan, by precluding that 
combination of an efficient and vigorous Bystem of operations on the west of 
India, which it was the object of the honourable Major-General Wellesley to esta 
Wish, with a view not only to the defence of our western possessions, but to the 
prosecution of active hostilities agamBt the enemy In the actual crisis of off an s 
it was obviously necessary that all local considerations and infenor details should 
yield to the important object of securing the accomplishment of a general system 
of defensive arrangements and active military opeiations under the exclusive duec- 
tion of the general officer commanding the main army m the Deccan, subject to 
the direct authority of the Governor-General in Council The Governor-General 
m Council, theiefore, positively directed that in conformity to the plan proposed 
by Major-General Wellesley, Colonel Murray should be invested with the chief 
local military authority m the province of Guzerat, subject to the control of the 
honourable Majoi General Wellesley or of the general officer commanding in the 
Deccan, and exempt from the control of any other local authority whatever 

The Governoi-General in Council further directed the Government of Bombay 
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to employ the utmost despatch in piepanng the whole body of the forces undei 
the command of Colonel Munay for active operations m the field, and expressed 
his confidence in the real, diligence, and ability of the Governor m Council of 
Bombay, that eveiy endeavour to foiward that important seivice would be em¬ 
ployed by direct oideis Irom Bombay, and by the united efforts of every depart¬ 
ment undei the immediate inspection of the Governor m Council of Bombay 
The Governor-Gencial in Council fuithu expiessed his expectation of witnessing 
in the Government of Bombay the same spmt of cordial co operation which ac- 
celciated the conclusion of the war m Mysoie, and which could not fail to pro¬ 
mote the speedy attainment of a secure and honourable peace with the Mahiatta 
chiefs 

His Excellency m Council at the same time obseivcd, that to obtain this object, 
all local and temporary considerations must be submitted to the pniamount exi¬ 
gency of piosccuting the war with vigour, and of cariymg our aims into the 
centre of the enemy’s lcsourecs and powei 

Undei the injunctions contained in the instiuctions to the Government of 
Bombay, of vvluch the substance is above stated, the Governor m Council of 
Bombay deemed it nccessarv to adopt measuies for the augmentation of the force 
undei the command of Colonel Munay, and foi that purpose, concuircd m the 
suggestion of the Commandei in Chief of that piesidency to convert the corps 
of fencibles into a regiment on the rcgulai establishment of Bombay 

The reasons assigned for this aiiungcment, appealing to the Governor-General 
in Council to lie entucly satisfactoiy, lus Excellency in Council acquiesced in 
the proposed addition to the regular militxiy establishment at Bombay, during 
the continuance of the war with the Malirattas, but dnccted that it should be 
notified in general oiders at Bombay, that the newly formed regiment would be 
1 educed immediately aftei the conclusion of peace with Scindiali 

The GovOinor-Gcncral m Council now piocecds to submit to your honourable 
Committco, a general view of the transactions which occuned at Poona after the 
march of the honouiable Major-General Wellesley from that capital, on the 4th 
of June 1803 

The time and exertions of the Resident were principally occupied in endeavour¬ 
ing to prevail upon the Peishwa to fulfil the stipulations of the tieaty of Bassein 
applicable to the existing state of affairs, by furnishing the proportion of troops 
which by the treaty his Highness was engaged to provide m the season of joint 
war To enable his Highness to pci form this essential part of his engagements, 
the measure of the greatest urgency was, to induce his Highness to conciliate the 
good will of the southern Jageerdars, who had accompanied Major-General Wel¬ 
lesley from the Kistna to Poona, and from whom alone the Peishwa could ex¬ 
pect the aid which was necessary to enable his Highness to disclioigethe obligation 
of his engagements 

Major-General Wellesley had been obliged to march from Poona, unaccom¬ 
panied by any of the Peishwa's troops Aftei urgent and repeated remonstrances, 
howevei, the Resident prevailed on the Peishwa to frame an arrangement with 
two of the chiefs, who marched fiom Poona and joined the army under the com¬ 
mand of Major-General Wellesley near Ahmednuggur The combined force of 
these two chiefs did not amount to more than 3,000 horse Those troops, how¬ 
ever, continued to serve with the British army during the campaign, and their 
conduct received the approbation of Major-General Wellesley 

On the actual commencement of hostilities the PeiBhwa was again uiged to 
complete the contingent of troops which his HighnesB was required by his en¬ 
gagements to furnish, but without success The mutual distiust and appiehcn- 
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sion founded on a sense of lecipiocal mjunes which subsisted between his High 
ness and his chiefs, presented insuperable obstacles to a sinceie leconcihation, 
and all the chiefs who accompanied Geneial Wellesley to Poona with the excep¬ 
tion of Goklah and Appa Desaye the two chieftains who with then respective 
troops joined the British army aftei its march from Poona, as is stated in the 
preceding paragraph, returned to their Jaggeers 

It appeared to Major-Geneial Wellesley and to Lieut-Colonel Close to be an 
object of the gieatest importance at this time to effect a leconcihation between 
the Peishwa and his bi other Amrut Rao Amrut Rao had apparently separated 
his intei ests fiom those of the enemies of the Peishwa, and had manifested a 
disposition to conclude terms of accommodation with the Peishwa, under the 
guarantee of the Bntish Government At the desire of General Wellesley, the 
Resident at Poona addressed a memonal to the Peishwa, containing piopositions 
calculated to combine with a suitable provision for the maintenance of Amiut 
Rao sufficient security for the fidelity of Amrut Rao to the cause of his Highness 

The propositions contained in the Resident’s memorial weie received by the 
Peishwa with expiessions of decided disappiobation His Highness’s ministeis 
declaied, that then master would nevei consent to terms so favouiable to Amrut 
Rao, whom he consideied as a rebel and a traitor, on whose piofessions no 
reliance could be placed, and against whom the Peishwa had vowed eternal 
enmity The Peishwa subsequently delivered to the Resident a papei containing 
the terms on which his Highness was willing to grant a piovision to Amiut Rao 
These terms would have imposed the most degiading restrictions on Amrut Rao, 
and were of a nature to confiim Amiut Rao in his distiust of the Peishwa, and to ‘ 
urge him to the most desperate extremities against his Higliness’s peison and 
government The Resident at Poonah finding that all arguments founded on 
the urgency of a reconciliation with Amrut Rao, both with reference to the neces¬ 
sity of the Peishwa’s affairs, and to the obligations of his alliance with the Bntish 
Government, produced no effect, addiessed to his Highness a firm and decided 
remonstrance, m which the Resident recapitulated all the aiguments which had 
been alieady urged in favoui of an accommodation with Amiut Rao, and pressed 
on the Peishwa’s consideration the absolute necessity of conducting his Govern¬ 
ment on principles consistent with Ins own interests and with those of the alli¬ 
ance which he had concluded with the Bntish Government 

His Highness for a consideiable period of time adhered to his former decloia 
tions of vengeance against Amiut Rao The uigcncy, however, of the Resident's 
applications finally diew from his Highness his consent to leave the adjustment 
of lus diflerences with Amiut Rao to the Bntish Government undei a conviction 
that every degree of attention would be paid to his own interests under any 
arrangement which the Bntish Government might deem it expedient to conclude 
with Amrut Rao 

During the negotiations of the honourable Major-Geneial Wellesley and the 
Resident at Poona for the purpose of effecting a reconciliation between the 
Peishwa and Amrut Rao, Majoi General Wellesley continued to couespond with 
Amrut Rao urging him to abandon the cause of the Peishwa’s enemies, and to 
unite his interests with those of his Highness The failure however of eveiy 
attempt to prevail upon his Highness the Peishwa to consent to the conclusion 
of an arrangement calculated to secure the fidelity of Amrut Rao, suggested to 
Majoi-General Wellesley the necessity of endeavounng to conclude engagements 
with Amiut Rao independently of the previous consent and concuirence of the 
PeiBhwa and accoidingly on the 16th of July, Majoi-Geneial Wellesley addiessed 
a letter to Amiut Rao in which he promised in general terms to secure to Amrut 
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Rao a suitable piovision, on the condition of his continuing to conduct himself 
to the satisfaction of the British Government, and on the 24th of August, Major 
Gencial Wellesley concluded an arrangement with Amiut Rao’s Vakeel, by which 
he engaged to secuic to that chieftain a peimanent provision of seven lacs of 
lupces pei annum on the conditions that he should coidially unite with the 
British Government and the Peishwa, and should immediately join Majoi-General 
Wellesley with his tioops Majoi-General Wellesley albo engaged to provide for 
the fi lends and adherents of Amrut Rao 

Major-Geneial Wellesley did not leceivc Amiut Rao’s confirmation of the en¬ 
gagements concluded by his Vakeel until the month of Octobei, when the Vakeel 
prefened a new demand for the payment ot a body of 10,000 men, who were 
stated to be with Amrut Rao Genual Wellesley having successfully combated 
this unicasonable demand, agieed to take into the pay ot the Bntish Government, 
such tioops only as should actually join Ins army with Amiut Rao, intending 
that those tioops should toim pait of a foice of r i,000 men, the chaiges of which 
by the teims of a modification of the ticaty ol Bassem, noticed in a subsequent 
piut of this despatch, the Bntish Government had engaged to defiay Amiut 
Rao joined General Wellesley on the 12tli ot November, and continued to act 
with the Bntish tioops duiing the lemaindci of the war, and to conduct himself 
entuely to that oSicei’s satisfaction 

Immediately aftei the leceipt at Poona of intelligence of the commencement of 
hostilities, the Resident required his Highness the Peishwa to lccall his Vakeel 
from the camps of the confedeiatcs To tins measure aftei some hesitation his 
Highness assented The Peishwa also declared Ins intention of adopting imme¬ 
diate measures foi raising a foice to assist m the defence of his capital 
Your honourable Committee has been mfoimed in a foiraer part of this des¬ 
patch of the intentions of the Governor Gcncial in Council with respect to the 
piovmce of Bundelcund The views of the Goveinor-Geneial m Council with 
lespcct to that province, wcie essentially promoted, and the means of effecting a 
speedy and amicable settlement of aftairs in that quarter, weie matcnally facili¬ 
tated by a pioposition which was made by the Peishwa to the Resident at Poona, 
in the month of August 1803 In a conference which the Resident held with 
the ministers of the Peishwa early in that month, the ministers having repeated 
their assertions on the subject of the distressed state of lus Highness’s pecuniary 
affairs, and the inability of his Highness to peiform lus engagement, by furnishing 
a foice of cavalry, to co opeiatc with the British tioops in the war, Colonel 
Close pointed out to them a mode by which the Peishwa might assist the re- 
sou ices of the British Government, without inconvenience to his own The 
Resident observed that by the cession of Bundelcund fiom which the state of 
Poona had not for several years realized any revenue, or of a part of that pro¬ 
vince, to the Bntish Government, his Highness might retain the districts situated 
m the southern pait of his dominions, which had been ceded by the treaty of 
Bassem, and at the same time obtain the desuable addition of a regiment of 
cavalry to the subsidiary force The mimsteis expressed their opinion that his 
Highness would leadily consent to the cession of a port of Bundelcund on con¬ 
ditions which they stated to the Resident, and they piomised to communicate the 
Peishwa’s determination on the subject without delay 
On the 13th of August, the Resident leceived from the minister of the Peishwa, 
a proposition founded on the suggestion of the Resident above described The 
proposition of his Highness comprized the following articles 

1st That the cessions of territory In the southern part of his Highness’s do- 
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minions, amounting to 16 lacks of rupees per annum, should revert to his High- 
ness's Government 

2ndly That the district of Oolpar neai Surat, estimated at the annual value of 
316,000 rupees should revert to his Highness’S Government, in order to be 
restored to- its former possessoi Vittul Sook Deo, an old and faithful adherent of 
the Peishwa, to whom it was his Highness’s intention to entrust the command 
of the forces to be raised for the purpose of co-operating in the piotection of the 
city of Poona 

3dly That a regiment of native cavalry of the same strength as the cavalry re¬ 
giments attached to the subsidiary force at Hydeiabad should be added to the 
subsidiary force at Poonah 

4thly That the mihtaiy force to be furnished by the Peishwa m time of war 
should be reduced to 5000 horse and 3000 foot That Ins Highness's Govern¬ 
ment, however, would furnish as large a body of infantry and cavalry, besides that 
force as his Highness might possess the means of supplying 

5thly That the Butish Government should maintain a corps of 5000 Mahratta 
horse dunng the war, exclusive of the corps serving with General Wellesley under 
Gokla and Appa Dessye, which would continue to be subsisted at the charge of 
the Peishwa 

6thly That the Peishwa should cede m peipetuity to the honourable Company 
teintory in Bundelcund, yielding an estimated annual revenue of 36,16,000 rupees, 
agreeably to the following detail 

1st In lieu of the cession to the southward of the Peishwa’s dominions, mentioned 
in article 1st, teintory equal to an estimated annual levenue of 16 lacs of rupees 

2ndly In lieu of the distnct of Oolpar, mentioned m article 2nd, territory 
equal to an estimated annual revenue oi 3,66,000 rupees 

3dly To hear the entire expense of a regiment erf cavalry, mentioned in article 
3d, territory yielding an estimated annual revenue of 7, r )0,000-rupees 

4thly To serve as an equivalent for the expense to be incurred by the Bntish 
Government, in paying and maintaining dunng the present wai, the 5000 Mah¬ 
ratta horse mentioned m article 4th, territory equal to an annual revenue of five 
lacks of rupees 

5thly To meet the extraoidmary expense to which the Bntish Government 
must be exposed m establishing and preserving its authonty in Bundelcund, tem- 
tory equal to an estimated annual revenue of four lacs of rupees The whole of 
the territory to be ceded in Bundelcund, to be taken from those parts of the pro¬ 
vince most contiguous to the Bntish possessions, and in every sense most conve¬ 
nient to the British Government 

The Peishwa’s minister stated, that his- Highness's motives for offer mg this pro¬ 
position, was to attend to the wishes of the Governor General, to demonstrate his 
sincere adherence to his engagements, and to acquire the meanB of conciliating 
Vittul Sook Deo, the most faithful of hiB adherents 

The Resident stated, that he should consider the proposition, in its present 
stage to be so far binding on the Poonah state, as to entitle the Governor-General 
to act upon it in the event of his Excellency's acceptance of it without the delay 
of awaiting a formal adjustment This proposal was accepted by the Peishwa's 
minister in his Highness’s name 

The Governor-General in Council was of opinion that the terms of this propo¬ 
sition with the exception of that which stipulated for the retrocession of Oolpar, 
which it was desuable to retain m consequence of its contiguity to the city of 
Surat, were extremely advantageous to the Bntish Government 
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The proposition from the Peishwa also appeared to afford satisfactory proofs of 
the disposition of his Highness to adhere with sincenty to the principles and 
spurt of his engagements with the honourable Company 

The Governor-Gencial accoidingly intimated to Colonel Close his Excellency's 
assent to the teims of the proposition, and his resolution to act upon them imme¬ 
diately as fai as 1 elated to the piovince of Bundelcund The Resident was di¬ 
rected to endcavom to prevail on the Peishwa to recede from lus proposition foi 
the rctiocession ot Oolpar, but as the possession of that district by the Company 
was consideied by the Govemoi-Gcneial to be of very mtcuoi importance when 
placed in competition with the general advantages ot the proposed arrangement, 
the Resident was authomed, in the event of his finding that the Peishwa and 
Vittul Sooh Deo weie inflexibly solicitous toi the retioccssion of Oolpar, to lefrain 
from urging that point, and to conclude, without fuitliei lcference to the Go- 
vemor-Geneial, supplemental articles to the treaty of Bassein, on. the basis of the 
piopositions of the Peishwa. 

The Resident was shortly after instructed to urge the Peishwa to issue ordeis to 
his officers in Bundelcund, for placing undei the British authority those districts 
which his Highness had ceded to the Company, and to lequire Shumsheei Ba- 
haudci to abstain from any opposition to the measures puisued by the Butish 
Government, for establishing the authority of the Company in the districts of 
Bundelcund ceded by the Peishwa On the 5th of October the Resident at Poonah 
received fiom the Peishwa an older addressed to the manogci of the late Allee 
Bahauder in Bundelcund, directing the sunendei to the Butish Government of 
districts yielding an annual revenue of 36,lb,000 rupees The original order was 
immediately transmitted to the Agent of the Commandei-in Chief in Bundel¬ 
cund 

The Resident at Poonnb, finding all his endeavours to prevail on Vittul Sook 
Deo to accept an indemnity for the loss of the distuct of Oolpar to be unsuccess¬ 
ful, pioccedcd to fiame the supplemental articles of the treaty of Bassein on the 
basis of the Ptishwa’s original proposition Those aitides weie executed at Poonoh 
on the 7th of Decembei without any essential variation from the Peishwa’s pio¬ 
positions, and were formally ratified by the Governor Geneial m Council on the 
7th of Jammy 

The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council has now concluded in this despatch all the 
transactions connected with the ougin and conduct of the late war, excepting the 
opeiations of the army, of which a detailed statement has regularly been trans¬ 
mitted to youi honouiable Committee from the commencement of hostilities to 
the conclusion of peace 

The Governor-General in Council has also purposely excluded from this despatch 
the detail of the arrangements connected with the treaties of peace concluded with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berai, the Governor General in Council 
deeming it to be proper to address to youi honouiable Committee a separate des¬ 
patch upon that important subject 

We have the honour to be, 
honourable Sirs, 

y oui most faithful humble servants, 

Wellbslby, 

G H BabIiOW, 

G Udny 
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The Govet not-Geneial in Count il to the Seaet Committee 

Fort William, Maich 24, 1805 

[The greater pait of this despatch was given m Vol IV p 322 to 187, the ie- 
mainder being omitted for want of space, as it was not then intended to publish 
a fifth volume of this work the conclusion of the despatch is now theiefoie 
inserted — Ed ] 

In a pieceding part of this despatch the Governor General in Council lias stated 
the intelligence received fiom the Resident at Nagpore of a project entertained by 
the Rajah of Khoordali, (one of the principal tnbutaiy Rajahs, whose teintoiy is 
comprized within the limits of the piovince of Cuttack) in concert with the Rajah 
of Berar, for the sub\eision of the Butish autlionty m the piovince of Cuttack , 
and the Governoi Geneial m Council has adverted in that place to the instructions 
issued to the officei commanding the Butish tioops in Cuttack for the puipose of 
counteracting those hostile designs The Governoi-Geneial now deems it pioper 

to state to youi lionouiable Committee the detail of occunences and tiansactions 
m the piovince of Cuttack, connected with the subject of that intelligence 
At an early period of time, subsequent to the establishment of the British au¬ 
thority m the province of Cuttack, the conduct of the Rajah of Khoordali excited 
considerable doubts of the sincerity of his piofessed allegiance to the British Go¬ 
vernment Shoitly after the conquest of Cuttack, the Rajah of Khoordah de¬ 
manded the lestoiation of foui Pergunnahs, in one of which was included the 
pagodah and city of Jaggemaut, on the ground of their having belonged to some 
of his ancestois intimating at the some time to the Commissioners for the affairs 
of Cuttack, his determination never to recede from this demand With the hope 
of intimidating the British authorities m the province of Cuttack, the Rajah of 
Khooidah considerably augmented his establishment of troops, and published Ins 
intention of seizing those PergunnahB at a convenient peiiod of time 
In the month of June, the Commissioneis at Cuttack leceived authentic intelli¬ 
gence, that the Rtyah of Khooidah had employed every endeavour to induce the 
i emammg tnbutory Rajahs in the province of Cuttack to unite m a common effort 
against the Butish authority, and this infoimation was corroboiated by the intelli¬ 
gence to which a preceding paragraph refers Numerous leports also, conveyed 
to the Commissioners through various and distinct channels, concuired m stating 
that the Rajah of Khooidah continued diligently to increase his military establish¬ 
ment At the same time, the exeitions of the Rajah of Khoordah were actively 
employed in repairing and improving the internal defences of his country 
These indications of a spirit of revolt in the Rtyah of Khoordah would have 
rendered it the duty of the British Government under any circumstances, to pm .- 
ploy the most active measures for the reduction of that chieftain's power within 
the limits necessary for the preservation of tranquillity and security within the 
province of Cuttack, but the impoitance of this object was obviously augmented 
in the degree in which the conduct of the Rajah of Khoordah might be connected 
with any project of combined hostility against the Bntish power 
Under this impression, and with a knowledge of the facts above stated, the 
Governor-General in Council issued the instructions of the 4th of October to 
Lieut -Colonel Harcourt, the officei commanding the British forces in Cuttack, to 
which a preceding paragraph adverts By those instiuctions, Colonel Harcourt 
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was dn reted to place the fence undei his command in such a state of pieparation 
os might eniblc it to move against the possessions of the Rnjah of Khoordah with¬ 
out any dcla> Colonel Ilucourt was at the same time instructed, at a piopei 
season, to nppn/c the Rajah of Ivliooidah ot the infoimition which ho had re¬ 
ceived with i aspect to his hostile designs, and to signify to him that any indication 
ot a lesolution to can> those designs into cltect, would be instantly followed by 
the maich ot a Biitisli foice into his temtoiy, and by his expulsion from lus 
7emindaiy, assimngthe Ryali at the same time that he might lely with con- 
hdcnce on the lasoui and piotcction of the Butisli Goveinment, while he should 
continue to act accoidmg to the obligations ol lus tubutny relation to the honour 
able Company 

It was ixpeetcd that these measiucs would ha\e diteiiedthe Rajah ot Kliooidah 
horn the piosceution ot any designs ot the natuic ol those imputed to him With 
the view however of enabling Colonel Ilarcouit to act with vigovu and ettcctundei 
any cucumstances, the oflieer commanding m the noithein Cneais leceived oraers 
to he prepared to co operate with Inn! it necessaiy, in the i eduction ot the Rajah 
Ixliooidali’s temtoiy, and to comph with all lequisitions fiom Colonel Ilarcouit 
connected with that cvintual scivicc 

Inconseciucnee ot tliesL mstiuetions, Colonel Ilarcouit resolved to despatch Cap 
tain Blunt to the Rajah ot khooi d ilitoi the puiposc ot conveying to lnm the repic- 
scntitions prcsciihed by the Governor Geneial’s ordeis, and ot effecting such an 
arrangement as might alloid suDiuent security against the pi osecution of the Rajali’s 
inimical designs Colonel Ilaicouit liowesei deemed it expedient pi eviously to dcs- 
p itch a native agent to the Raiali ot khooi dali, to appi me the 11 ijah of Ins intention 
to despatch Captain Blunt tol tlic puiposc of communicating with lnm on subjects 
of considerable importance to the Rajah’s wclfaie and intei csts 

Colonel Ilaicomt’s agent having piocceded to Khoordah, with difficulty obtained 
an intei view with the llajali, lie was snirounded night and day by aimed men, and 
aftci the expiration ot torn teen days horn the day ot lus muval, he was informed 
that his longci continuance would be attended with pcisonal duigti, and he was 
accordingly advised tu dcpait 

The llajah of khooidah likewise thought piopei to picclude the ficedom of 
intei corn sc with the authouty to which he was immediately subject, by closing the 
entrances into lus temtoiy, and the mcssengeis whom Colonel Horcourt had 
occasion to despatch to khooi dah, oi who were sent by Ins agent with letters to 
that ofhetr, weie oi rested and confined 

Vanous othci indications of a spirit ol hostility weio manifested by the Rajah oi 
Khooidah of a nutuie to piecludc all doubt of his intention to revolt, and of the 
exertion ot his utmost endeavours to excite the same disposition in the mmds of 
the othei tributnucs of the Bntish &o\cinmcnt, dependent upon the piovincc of 
Cuttack 

Undei these circumstances it became indispensably necessaiy to acqune the 
means of imposing a due degree of leBtramt upon the hostile proceedings ot the 
Rtgoli of Khoordah, by measures of cocicion Colonel Ilaicouit was accordingly 
autlioiized to employ the foice under his command, in active operations agamBt 
the powci,and lcsouiees of the Rajah of Khoordah, but he was at the same time 
mfoimtd that it was not the intention of the Governoi-Geneial to sanction the 
prosecution of measures of seventy towaids the Rajah of Khoordah, beyond the 
extent necessary for the puiposc of depriving hun of the means of prosecuting 
designs of the nature of those which requued the active interposition of the 
British power 
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In pursuance of these instiuctions, the forces under authority of Colonel Hnr- 
couit, were disposed in such a manner as appeared to that officer to be calculated 
to afford protection to the persons and property of the loyal inhabitants of the 
province of Cuttack, and to enable Colonel Haicaurtto make an eailj and effectual 
impression on the territory of Khooidah 
On the 19th of November 1804, a party of the Rajah’s troops, amounting to 
250 horsemen, and 900 Burkundauzes, stationed in the village and fort of 
Dulgong near Peeply, was attacked and dispersed with severe loss by a detach¬ 
ment of 120 Sepoys under the command of Captain Hickland ot the 5th regiment 
of Bengal Native infantry 

On the 22d of the same month, the stockade erected at the boundary of Khoor- 
dah was earned by Colonel Harcourt, with the casualty of four men only slightly 
wounded 

The pimcipal banier on the load leading from Peeply to the Fort of Khoordah, 
was earned on the night of the 2d of Decembei, without resistance, by Captain 
Story of the 19th Sepoy legiment, on the establishment of Fort St Geoige 
The Fort of Khoordah being surrounded by a wood and bound hedge of bamboos, 
which rendered it impracticable to i econnoitre, and the enemy being in possession 
of some heavy pieces of aitillery. Colonel Haicourt considered it to be prudent with 
the view of pi eventing the unnecessai y sacrifice of the lives of his men, to postpone 
any attempt on the place until a practicable breach could be effected in the walls 
Batteries were accordingly erected for that purpose, and opened at day bieak on 
the 5th of December 

At ten o’clock in the morning of the same day, apiacticable bieach having been 
effected near the puncipal entrance of the outer fort, the outer foit and the 
Pettah (or town) weie earned by assault by a detachment under the orders of 
Major Fletcher of the Madras European regiment, the inner foit appealed to be of 
considerable strength, the detachment however being provided with scaling ladders. 
Major Fletcher advanced with promptitude and vigour under a heavy fire from the 
enemy, and gained complete possession of the place 
The Rajah accompanied by his dewan, and other principal servants, escaped at 
the moment when the Butish troops entered the outworks, but the Rajah has since 
been made prisoner by Colonel Harcourt 
The loss on this occasion was not considerable with reference to the nature of 
the place, and to the determined lesistance opposed to the British troops, by the 
enemy The only officer who fell, was Lieutenant Bryant, of the Madras European 
legiment, who accompanied the detachment employed in the assault as a volunteer, 
and who is lepresentedto have conducted himself with distinguished gallantry 
The able and judicious disposition made by Colonel Harcourt of the forces under 
his command, and the meritorious and exemplary conduct of the troops employed 
in the leduction of the fort and temtory of the Khoordah Rajah, obtained the 
entire approbation of the Governor-General in Council 
The success of Colonel Harcourtis operations enabled him m a great measure to 
concentrate the various detachments dispersed at different stations on the borders 
of the Khoordah temtory, m a position calculated to Becure the tranquillity of the 
province, and to defend the frontier of the southern division of Cuttack 
"With reference to these objects it appeared to the Governor-General m Council 
to be of considerable impoitance, that all forts of whatever construction, and all 
barriers oi places of defence established by the Rajah of Khoordah for the purpose 
of enabling him to resist the Authority of the Mahiatta government, or for other 
purposes, should be levelled and destroyed The necessary oiders for this purpose 
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were accoidmgly issued to Colonel Haicourt, who was at the same time authonzed 
to preseive all such foitihcations as might appear to him to be useful to the 
Bntisli Go\ eminent 

Colonel Haicourt was tuithu nistiuctcd to proceed without delay to open loads 
through the tuntoij of khooidah, to establish such temporaiy provisions foi the 
admmistiation ol justice and ol the lcvenut, aB might appear to him to be expo 
client, and gcneinlly to adopt such measures as should cftectually exclude the 
revival ol the Rajah’s power, and facilitate the establishment of that of the British 
Government 

1 he depiedations committed by the Rajah of khooidah bclorc the march of 
Colonel Haicouit’s detachment trom Cuttack, aftorded public evidence of lus hostile 
disposition, and lus expulsion was universally consideicd by the inhabitants of the 
province to be the just punishment of Ins rebellion With the view ot containing 
this sentiment. Colonel Ilaicouit was instiueted to publish a decimation in the 
name of the Commissioners of Cuttack, explaining to the inhabitants and tribu¬ 
taries the motives of his piocecdmgs against that chieftain, and assunng all peisons 
of the piotcction of the British Government who should lefram from violating its 
laws, and fiom aiding its enemies On the 13th of January 1805, Colonel Harcourt 
rcpoited that he had concluded the most pressing arrangements in the distnct of 
Khooidah, and had taken eveiy piecaution to secure its tranquillity 
With the exception of the late Rajah of khooidah, the only subject of the British 
Government m the province of Cuttack by whom any hostile disposition has been 
manifested, is the llnjah or Zemindar ot kunkhn, who possesses scveial islands at 
the entrance ot the keddera oi kunklrn liver, and a poition of the sea coast, 
adjacent to Bolasore 

This poison has been long attached to the late Rajah of Khoordah, by whose 
advice and example he was induced to disclaim the authouty of the Commissioners 
in Cuttack The mbute he had engaged to pay to the British Government was 
withheld The officers ot government employed on the public service within lus 
possessions, weie impiisoncd, plundeicd and treated with seventy and insult, 
unwarranted leotramts were imposed on all vessels navigating tlic Kunklia river, 
and one vessel under Bntish colours (the Borneo cuttei) was foicibly prevented 
fiompioceeding to the placeof her destination A large body of armed men was also 
assembled by the Rajah, and placed under the oiders of a Mahiatta Sndar, publicly 
known to be an enemy of the British Government These tioops were dispersed 
on his frontier, wheie by then menaces of hostility they compelled the peaceable 
inhabitants to deseit then houses, and destroyed the ciops on the giound 
The refractoiy conduct and the piratical practices of the Rajah of kunkha, induced 
the Goveinoi-General to authorize Colonel Haicourt to commence such operations 
against that chieftain, as might appear to be practicable and necessary for his 
reduction, and for the suppression of the system of piracy and plunder which pie- 
vailed under the Mahratta government from the mouth of the Soobenncka river 
along the coast ot Cuttack to Ganjam 

With the view of checking every hostile attempt ot the Rajali of kunkha m 
the northern division of Cuttack, a force was detached by Colonel Harcourt to 
occupy a position on his frontier, calculated to lender every predatory incursion 
of the Rajah’s armed Peons extremely hazardous to their master 

About the period of time when this foice arrived at the place of its destination, 
the kunkha Rajah received intelligence of the success of Colonel Hoicouit at 
khoordah, and the exemplary punishment of the rebellious Rajah of Khoordah 
produced an immediate indication of a disposition to submit to the authority of 
the British Government on the part of the Rajah of Kunkha The Borneo cuttei 
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■was i el eased fiom lestiamt, many of the aimed Peons cntei tamed in the seivice 
of the Rajah weie discharged, and vakeels weie despatched to Colonel Haicourt 
■with offers from the Rajah to give up his puncipal Sirdais, whom he now de¬ 
scribed as distuibeis of the public peace 

No appiehension is now entertained of any inteiluption to the tianquillit} ot 
the province of Cuttack, it will he necessaiy, howevei, to make such anange- 
ments as shall effectually pieclude any fuither attempts on the part of the kunkhx 
Rajah to oppose the Bntish Government, and to intioduce a system of suboidma- 
tion and obedience to the laws amongst the petty duets on the sea coast, who 
have long been habituated to acts of puacy and plundei 
In the prosecution of these objects, Colonel Harcourt marched fiom Khooidah 
on the 14th of Januaiy, 1805, pioposmg to make the torn of the sea coast fiom 
its southern e\tiemity at Goop to the tcmtoiy of Kunkha m the vicinity of 
Balasoie 

The measuies which it may become expedient to adopt under the mfoimation 
to be obtained by Colonel Haicouit m the couise of his piogiess will be sub¬ 
mitted to youi honourable Committee by a futuie oppoitumty, it is expected 
by that officei, that he will cxpenence neithei opposition nor difficulty m the con¬ 
clusion of such arrangements as shall be found to be necessary foi the establish¬ 
ment of a system of perfect order and subordination in eveiy pait of the sea coast 
within the province of Cuttack 

The Govemoi General in Council not enabled by any positive evidence to 
establish the existence of a connection between the hostile pioccedings of these 
chieftains, and the operations or intrigues of out external enemies The pioba- 
bility of such a connection, however, is stiongly supported by various cucum- 
stonces and considerations At the same time it is possible that these chieftains 
may have been actuated exclusively by the same spmt of tuibulence and disobe¬ 
dience which induced them to disregard and often to resist the authonty of the 
Mahratta Government, and they may have expected to pm sue a similar course of 
conduct under the Bntish administration with equal success and impunity 
The Goveinoi-General in Council now resumes the nanative of proceedings at 
the court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, which have been described up to the 21st of 
November 

After that date, Dowlut Rao Scindiah continued to maich in an casteily dnec- 
tion along the southern bank of the Nuibudda Dowlut Rao Scindiah's army 
being in the utmost distress foi want of pay, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah lenewed Ins 
solicitation to the Acting Resident foi the immediate dischaige of anothei portion 
of the stipends payable under the 7th article of the tieaty of Serjie Anjungaum 
But this application was 1 ejected by the Acting Resident on the giounds of his 
former replies to similar solicitations 

On the 6th of December, the Acting Resident received the intelligence of the 
glouous victory obtained by the Bntish troops undei the command of the late 
Majoi-General Fraser over the enemy at the memorable battle of Deig, which he 
immediately communicated in writing to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who was at that 
moment mdisposed No answer, howevei, was returned to that communication 
A few days after hiB receipt of that intelligence, the Acting Resident leceived 
the Goveinoi-Geneial’s instructions of the the 5th of November, on the subject 
of granting pecuniary aid to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, the substance of which is 
stated in piecedmg paragiapha of this despatch The Acting Resident judged that 
the period of the receipt of the intelligence of Golkar’s defeat, when the motives 
of oui liberality could not be misunderstood, wob the most favourable for the 
execution of the Governor-Geneial'a instructions The Acting Resident therefoie 
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lesolved to commence that duty -without delay, and Dowlut Rao Scmdiah being 
indisposed, the Acting Resident despatched to him a wiittcn message, stating the 
gencial natuic of the libcial intentions ot the British Government tow aids Dow lilt 
Rao Scmdiah, and suggesting to Ins Highness the expediency ot appointing a 
peison ot rank to attend the Acting Resident toi the puipose ot negotiating the 
details ot the pioposed xiiangemcnt, which (the Acting Resident obseived) m 
vohed some questions of pecuhni delicacy and importance In leply to this 
message, Dowlut Rao Scindiali signified his intention of despatching a confidential 
agent to the Acting Resident with powcis to cntei into a discussion of all unad 
justed points A peison, named Ramchundei Basket, actoidmgly attended the 
Acting Resident on the lltli of Dcccmbci 

Iho Acting Resident alter some mtioductoiy rcmaiks, intimated to the agent 
the gencial supposition with legald to the hostile object ot Dowlut Rao Scmdiali’s 
march, and contiasted the hostile spmt of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s counsels with 
the just and honouiablc policy which had lcgulated the conduct ot the Bntish 
Government towmds his Highness In leply to the Acting Resident's remaikb, 
the agent mnintamcd the sincenty of Dowlut Rno Scmdiah's disposition to adheie 
to the taith of his engagements, and admitted that the existence of his Highness’s 
Government depended upon the fnendbhip and piotection of the Bntibh power 
The agent then pioceedcd to state the various causes of intei mumble enmity 
which piecludcd the possibility ot a connection such as was supposed between 
Dowlut Rao Scindiali and leswunt Rao Ilolkai, and advcited to the hostile pio 
ceedings of Mecr Kliatm against Dowlut 11 10 Scindiah’s toit and temtoiy of 
Bhelsa as a pioof that no such connection could exist with tli it paitwan of the 
common enemy To these obscivations the Aclmg Resident lcphed, by appealing 
to the evidence of tacts, obiciung that the vakeel ot Jeswunt Rao Ilolkai still 
continued m Dowlut Rao Scmdi ill’s camp, tlmt the mteicouisc hotween that 
vakeel and Ins Highness’s tathei m law, Scijec Ruo Gliautka, had lately been more 
fiequcnt, and was become mine notonous than evci That the detection ot Bap 
ponjee Rciudiah and Suddisheo Bukshee eonoboiated the suspicion which the 
Acting Resident had expressed , that the actual direction ot his Iliglmess’s march, 
his ordeis foi the junction of all his otficeis and forces stationed in Malwa, and 
the actual despatch of an agent from lus Highness’s camp to Meei Khan (of 
which tact the Acting Resident asscitcd Ins positive knowledge) Constituted addi¬ 
tional pi oofs of the hostile designs imputed to those hy whose counsels the affans 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s Government were lcgulated Hie Acting Resident 
stated some arguments tending to invalidate the justice of the influence deduced 
by the agent fiom the depiedations and exactions of Meer Khan within the limits 
of his Highness’s possessions, and concluded hy obscivmg, that although con 
vmccd of Dowlut Rao Sundiah’s disposition to maintain the alliance with the 
Butisli Government, it was notorious that the counsels bv which he had lately 
been actuated, wcie utteily repugnant to that disposition 

The agent admitted the justice of the Acting Resident’s lemaiks, but added, 
that Dowlut Rao Scintbah was entirely dependent upon the British Government, 
which possessed the powei eithei to destroy oi to elevate lus Ilighuess’s domi¬ 
nion The Acting Resident observed m leply, tlmt the late oiders of the Go- 
vernor-Geneial constituted a proof of the amicable disposition of the Butish 
Government towards Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and of its solicitude foi the piosperity 
and honour of his Highness’s government The Acting Resident then proceeded 
to explain the nature of the Governor-General’s determination with legard to his 
Highness’s Government, and apprized the agent that he had heen directed to pro¬ 
vide funds for the payment of the amount of the nett revenue collected fi om the 
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districts of Dholepoor, Baiee, and Rajah-Keira since the conclusion of the tieaty of 
Seije Anjengaum 

The Acting Resident, howevei, apprized the agent that no fuither pecuniary aid 
could be gianted until Dowlut Rao Scindiah's aruval at Ougem, and at the same 
time obseived, that the anongement pioposed by the Governor-Geneial for the 
support of his Highness’s government, must appeal to his Highness to be pie- 
feiable to his actual mode of subsistence, and that it was moie consistent with 
the dignity of a Prince to fix his residence at the capital of his dominions, and to 
cultivate the lesouices of his country than to depend upon the precarious souices 
of compulsoiy contribution 

The Acting Resident then adverted to the subject of Seijee Rao Ghautka, and 
aftei some introductory observations (in the couise of which the Acting Resident 
adverted to the notorious disposition and leceut intiigues of that pernicious mi¬ 
nister), distinctly stated to the Agent, that the dismission of Serjee Rao Ghautka 
was essential to the pieservation of the alliance, and to the restoiation of that 
confidence between the two states which his iniquitous proceedings had dis¬ 
turbed 

The acting Resident also on this Occasion expressed to the Agent his expectation 
that Jeswunt Rao Holkor’s vakeel who attended the camp should be dismissed 
In his report of this conference the acting Resident stated that the Agent had been 
instructed to convey to him a private message from Dowlut Rao Scindiah, pur¬ 
porting that it had nevei been his Highness's intention to lemove the late mimstei 
Bappoo Wittul from his counsels, and that if Bappoo Wittul had recovered, he 
would have continued to enjoy his Highness's confidence, add to maintain his 
control over the general administration ot affairs The conference closed with a 
repetition of the assurance of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s sincere determination to ob¬ 
serve the faith of his engagements 

In reporting the detail of this conference, the Acting Resident took occasion to 
explain, that in suggesting to the agent the necessity of Seijee Rao Ghautka’s dis¬ 
mission, it was his intention to render that measure an indispensible condition of 
the proposed pecuniary aid The Acting Resident at the same time stated intelli¬ 
gence which he had received of a disagreement between Dowlut Rao Scindiah and 
Serjee Rao Ghautka, founded on Dowlut Rao Scindiah's disapprobation of the na¬ 
ture and tendency of Ghautka’s intrigues, and on the disappointment of those 
visionary pi ospects of improvement in the condition of his interests, which that 
minister had presented to his view This intelligence, if authentic, was manifestly 
favourable to the success of the acting Resident's attempt to effect the dismission 
of Serjee Rao Ghautka 

The instructions of the Goveinor-Geneial, under date 6th of November, did not 
specially authonze the Resident to declare the dismission of Seijee Rao Ghautka to 
be the condition of the proposed pecuniary aid Under the change in the state of 
affairs, however, which had been pioduced at the durbar of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 
by the death of the late minister BappoO Wittul, and by other circumstances, at 
the time when the acting Resident received the Governor-General’s instructions 
of the 6th of November, the Governor-General approved the conduct of the Acting 
Resident The motives which influenced him on that occasion are detailed in the 
Acting Resident's despatch of the 13th of December, containing his report of the 
conference, of which the substance is stated in the preceding paragraphs, and the 
Govemor-Geneial in Council deems it pioper to annex to this letter a copy of 
that document The Resident reported in that despatch that Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
had crossed the Neibudda, and had signified to the acting Resident his intention 
of pioceeding to his capital by the route of Bhelsa 
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On the 14th of December the acting Resident waited on Dowlut Roo Scmdiah 
by appointment, and at his Highness’s desire stated the substance of his commu¬ 
nication to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s ageut, on the subject of the liberal intentions 
of the British Government towards lus Highness The acting Resident apprized 
his Highness, that the disposition of the Bntish Government to relieve his High¬ 
ness’s pecuniary distresses, was founded on a conviction of his Highness’s inability 
to perform his engagements without such pecuniary assistance > and concluded by 
referring in general terms to the sentiments which he had expressed in his con¬ 
ference with his Highness's agent relative to the conduct of his Highness's 
durbar 

That agent (who assisted at the conference 1 ) with a view (os the Resident sup¬ 
posed) of inducing him to state with more piecision and detail, those topics of 
discussion to which motives of delicacy had induced the Resident to advert by a 
general leference to the agent's report, then expatiated upon the expenses which, 
(as he averred) at the desire of the late Resident, his Highness had incurred in 
equipping lus army for the express purpose of co-operating with the British troops 
in the piosecution of hostilities against the common enemy, and expressed a de¬ 
sire to be apprized of the arrangements proposed by the Bntish Government for 
the liquidation of that expense The acting Resident, in his report of his con¬ 
ference, states, that in reply to this demand, he expressed a just indignation at the 
indecency of such a proposition, under the notonety of the objects of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiali's maich in the direction of his recent progress , and the acting Resi¬ 
dent was proceeding to state to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah the various indications of 
the hostility of his designs, which the acting Resident had described m his con¬ 
ference with the agent Dowlut Rao Sundiah howevci interrupted him by 
acknowledging that he was apprized of the whole tenor of that conference, and by 
desinng the acting Resident to state the conditions which were to be annexed to 
the grant of pecuniary aid 

Accordingly the acting Resident, after some introductory observations relative 
to the notorious depravity of Ghautka’s character, the hostile natuie of his de¬ 
signs, hnd the dangerous tendency of his counsels, stated the dismission of that 
minister to be Un indispensable condition of the proposed pecuniary aid In the 
course of the discussion which ensued upon this subject, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
repeatedly expressed a resolution to adheie to his engagements with the Bntish 
Government, assuring the Resident that no evil counsels could produce a change 
in that resolution, and this topic of discussion was closed by an intimation on the 
part of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah that he would take into his most serious considera¬ 
tion the subject of dismissing Serjee Rao Ghautka, and communicate the result to 
the Resident in the course of a few days 

The route by which Dowlut Rao Scmdiah should proceed to Ougein having be¬ 
come a subject of discourse, his Highness adverted to an unliquidated assignment 
upon Saugur in his favor, which he held from the Peishwa, and expressed his in¬ 
tention of marching to that place for the purpose of realizing the amount The 
acting Resident remonstrated in the strongest terms against the march of lus 
Highness in the direction of Saugur, which the acting Resident observed was cal¬ 
culated to revive doubts of the sincerity of his Highness’s amicable professions; 
and the acting Resident added, that if his Highness persisted in his declared reso¬ 
lution, the subject of pecuniary aid must be abandoned The agent asserted, that 
the measure of proceeding to Saugur for the purpose of realizing the Peishwa's 
assignment, was adopted with the authority of the Peishwa’s vakeel The acting 
Resident replied, that even that circumstance would not justify the conduct of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, hut having received no intimation on the subject from the 
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Resident at Poonah, the acting Resident must conclude that the Peishwa’s vakeel 
was not vested with powei to authouze the lealization of his Highness’s demand 
upon Saugui, by force of aims 

The subject was then suspended, and the conference was teiminated by an en¬ 
quiry with legard to the extent of the pecuniary aid to be granted by the British 
Government after the ainval of Dowlut Rao Scindiah at his capital, which the 
acting Resident answeied by stating that the amount would considerably depend 
upon the futuie couduct of his Highness’s Government 

Dowlut Roo Scindiah halted seveial days at a place called Deolce, a short dis¬ 
tance south of Saugur In that intei vb! of time the acting Resident having solicited 
a reply to the points which he had stated at his last interview, Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah invited him to a confeience on the 21st of December 

The acting Resident having pieviously received and communicated to Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah the intelligence of the bulhant victoiy obtained by the Bntish 
cavaliyundei the peisonal command of his Excellency the Commandei-in-Chief, 
on the 17th of November, the confeience commenced by the interchange of con¬ 
gratulations on that memorable success 

The Acting Resident then stated to his Highness that he undei stood that his 
attendance had been desired foi the puipose of communicating to him his High¬ 
ness’s leply to the points undei discussion, and lequested to be infoimed of the 
result of his Highness’s deliberation Ram Chundei Pundit, the agent before 
mentioned, who on this occasion spoke on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, in¬ 
stead bf letuming a leply in any degiee connected with the object of the Acting 
Resident’s visit, entered into a discussion of the conduct of the Bntish Govern¬ 
ment under the obligations of the treaty of defensive alliance, alledguig that the 
Bntish Government had disregarded the piovisions of that ticaty, by neglecting 
to protect his Highness's teintory m Malwa fiom the depredations of the enemy 
The Acting Resident therefore refused to proceed in the discussion of that subject, 
and stated the object of his visit to be, to leceive an answer relative to the dis¬ 
mission of Seijee Roo Ghautka The agent however still continued to avoid a 
dnect reply, and pioceeded to observe that the amount of the pensions due to the 
chieftains of his Highness’s Government, under the 7th article of the treaty of 
Seijee Anjengaum, and the amount of the levenue collected from the distncta of 
Dholepore, Baree, and Rajah-Kerra, since the conclusion of the peace, might be 
demanded on the ground of light, and could not justly be considered to form a 
part of the pioposed pecuniary aid, to which obseivation the Acting Resident 
assented, stating at the same time that he had not leceived authority for the pay¬ 
ment of eithei of those demands The Acting Resident however observed, that in 
his opinion the hostile purposes of his Highness’s march in the dnection of Saugur, 
and even the continuance of Seijee Rao Ghautka near the person of his Highness 
would justify a suspension*of those payments 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah then proceeded to state, that at the desne ot the Acting 
Resident he had relinquished his intention of proceeding to Saugui, and had halted 
at Deolee, with a design to proceed by whatever route the Acting Resident might 
presenbe But that hinds were necessary to enable his Highness to march, and 
even to disband his troops, a measure which he professed his disposition to adopt, 
provided the Acting Resident would furnish his Hig hn ess with funds for that 
purpose 

The Acting Resident replied by explaining to his Highness that it was the object 
of the Bntish Government not tto destroy his military force, but on his arrival at 
Ougem to aid his Highness with the funds necessary for its impiovement and 
efficiency The Acting Resident then proceeded to deacnbe to Dowlut Rao Son- 
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din.h the advantages which he would command by the libeiality of the British 
Government, and by the aid of its alliance, m the restoration ot 01 dei and pros¬ 
perity within the limits of Ins dominion, m the event of his Highness’s immediate 
return to his capital 

The Acting Resident observed, that a considerable period of time had elapsed 
since the communication to his Highness ot the intentions ot the British Govern¬ 
ment in his tavoui, and that he had not yet been enabled to state any cucum- 
stances calculated to satisfy the British Government of his Ilighness's lesolution 
to abandon the hostile designs which, by the instigation of Seijce Rao Ghautha, he 
had been induced to enteitam, that person being still pci mitted to 1 etnin his in¬ 
fluence m the administration ot his HighnesB’s affans The acting Resident con¬ 
cluded by stating that if within the ponod of two days his Highness should not 
comply with lus inquisition, the Acting Resident would not, after the expiration 
of that penod, lesume the subject of pecuniary aid But that m the event of his 
Highness’s compliance, the Acting Resident would consent to pay the amount of 
the pensions due to the olliceis of lua Highness’s government, and also two lacs of 
rupees in pait ot the levenucs of Dholepoie, Baiee, and Rajah Kena 

On the 23id of Decembei, Ramchundci Pundit attended the Resident by his 
Highness’s dncction, and stated that his Highness having seuously reflected upon 
what had passed in communication with the Resident, was convinced of the jus¬ 
tice of the consideiations which the Acting Resident had urged lelative to the dis¬ 
mission of Seijce Rao Ghautka, and had resolved to dismiss him, and to act in all 
lespects according to the Acting Resident’s advice The communication was ac¬ 
companied by a statement ot the oppressive and violent measuics which had been 
adopted by Reijee Rao Ghautka, foi the purpose ofpioviding funds foi the choiges 
of Dowlut Ran Sundiah’s government The agent stated that those funds had 
been provided by foicibly exacting contubutions from the officeis ot government 
and fiom the bankets, 01 by loans of money fiom individuals who weie compelled 
to advance it upon the cicdit of Dowlut Rao Sundioh’s sepunty That tho few 
persons who would undei othei encumstances undertake the aiduous duties of 
prime miuistci, weie deteued by the degree of responsibility which on the expul¬ 
sion of Scijee Rao Ghautka would be imposed on bis succcssoi foi the discharge of 
the demands which his dismission would produce The agent pioceedcd to le- 
maik, that Serjee Rao Ghautka’s oppiessive exactions had contributed to ruin 
many of the opulent class of his Highness’s subjects, and that the fortunes of the 
lest depended cntnelyupon the security granted m his Highness’s name The 
agent added, that Dowlut Rao Scindiah had requested the Acting Resident’s spe¬ 
cial attention to this part ot the subject, which involved the impediment to the 
instant dismission of beijcc Rao Ghautka, and concluded by cxpiessing a hope that 
the Acting Resident would suggest some expedient to lemedythe inconvenience 
which the agent had explained 

The Acting Resident, in his lcpoit to the Governoi-Geneial in Council, of this 
conference, communicated the substance of lus leply in the following teims 
11 Under my knowledge of the falsehood of this statement, which appeared to me 
to be uiged foi the puipose of gaining time, I leplied, that I would not consent 
to make the smallest advance of money to this state until the departure of Ghautka, 
who was himself the cause of every embarrassment, and that I was convinced no 
difficulty would occui in finding a pioperpeison to assume the administration im¬ 
mediately upon his dismiB&ion 

The Acting Resident concluded his report by stating, that he had received seciet 
communications from Dowlut Rao Scindiah thiough his Highness’S vakeel, residing 
in tho Acting Resident's camp, conveying the most solemn assuiances of his 
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Highness’s determination to regulate his conduct according to the desue of the 
British Government, and intimating that Ghautka should be dismissed in the 
course of a few days 

The Acting Resident however deemed it proper to appuze Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
that the position of his army relatively to the armies of Baptiste (one of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah’s commandeis), of Ambajee and Meer Khaun, lequued that lus 
Highness should afford immediate pi oof of the amicable nature of his designs, and 
the Acting Resident signified that unless Ghautka should quit his Highness’s camp 
within the space of two days, he had resolved to be silent till his receipt ot oiders 
from the British Government 

A despatch fiom the Acting-Resident, under date the 29th of December, contains 
the following intimation — 

“ The preparations for active measures, which are still in tiain in tins army, not¬ 
withstanding the assurances I have received of the intention of Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah to proceed to his capital, appear to me to manifest an unequivocal spmt of 
hostility My demand for the dismissal of Ghautka has not been complied with, 
while the army of Dowlut Rao Scindiah is daily recruited with fiesh levies, and the 
situation of thearmies of Baptiste at Bopaul, of Meer Khan at Bhilsa, and of other 
chiefs in Malwa, combined with the notoriety of the inimical counsels still m agita¬ 
tion at this court, indicate, in my judgment, a decided intention on the part of 
Scindiah to commence hostilities at an early peiiod 
" I have theiefoie signified to the Durbar my resolution of quitting eamp should 
arrangements not be immediately adopted to convince me of a contrary spmt, and 
I shall deem it to be ray duty to carry my design into execution, unless the con¬ 
duct to be instantly pursued by Scindiah shall be peifectly satisfactory to my 
mind’’ 

The Acting Resident having subsequently received information that it was the 
intention of Dowlut Rao Scindiah.to march from Deolee m the direction of Saugur, 
the Acting Resident lepeatedhis resolution to quit the camp 

On the 30th of December, Ram Chunder Bhasker visited the Acting Resident 
He ascubed the delay which had occurred in his Highness’s compliance with the 
Acting Resident’s demands to the characteristic proa astination of a Mahratta 
court He renewed the assurances of his Highness’s amicable and pacific inten¬ 
tions, adding, that in the coin se of a few days, every point lyould be satisfactorily 
adjusted, that the object of the march of the army from Deolee was merely to pro¬ 
vide a more convenient place of encampment, and that he hod been despatched by 
his Highness for the puipose of assuring the Acting Resident of his Highness’s re¬ 
solution to act in every respect in conformity to his desire This representation 
induced the Acting Resident to consent to suspend his departure 

Subsequently, however, to this conference, the progressive march of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s army towards the city of Saugur, and the depredations committed by his 
Highness’s Pm dames within the territory of Saugur, appear to have induced the 
Acting Resident to renew his demand for passports to enable him to quit the camp, 
in consequence of which, Ramchunder Bhasker was again despatched to the Resi¬ 
dent on the evening of the 3rd of January 
The object of the visit was to persuade the Resident to abandon his intention of 
quitting the court Ramchunder stated that Dowlut Rao Scindiah was proceeding 
to his own dominions by the way of Saugur (on which district his Highness pos¬ 
sessed an assignment), and that the disappointment of his Highness’s expectation 
of receiving from the Acting Resident the amount of his just demands, had pro¬ 
duced the necessity of proceeding to Saugur for the realization of his assignment 
The Acting Resident stated, in reply, that the entrance of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah's 
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army into the territory of the Peishwa, and the plunder of the country by bis High¬ 
ness’s Pindames, constituted an act of direct hostility against an ally of the Bri¬ 
tish Government The Acting Resident recapitulated the grounds of his repeated 
remonstrances, and observed, that instead of proceeding to Ougein, his Highness’s 
army had continued to advance m an opposite direction, and that the number o f 
his Highness’s tioops continued to augment, although the want of funds for the 
payment of the actual establishment was a constant object of complaint The Act 
ing Resident concluded his discouise, of v hich the pimeipal topics aie above stated, 
by signifying to the agent that if his Highness would immediately proceed in the 
direction of Ougein, and would in other respects also regulate his conduct by the 
spirit of his professions, the Acting Resident would continue his attendance at his 
Highness's court 

On the 6th of January Dowlut Rao Scmdiah advanced to Saugur, wheie he was 
joined by nine battalions of infantry and sixty-five guns, under the command of 
Baptiste 

The Acting Resident having received on the 7th of January the instructions of 
the Governor-Gen oral, dated the 4th of December, 1804, notifying the appointment 
of Colonel Close to the temporary charge of the office of Resident at the court of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, considered it to be his duty on that occasion to state in 
detail the motives and considerations by which his conduct had been actuated, and 
the Governor-General in Council deems it expedient to insert in this place an ex¬ 
tract fiom the Acting Resident’s repoit upon that subject, and at the same time to 
communicate to jour honourable Committee the sentiments of the Goveinor-Ge 
nerol in Council relative to the conduct of the Acting Resident in i esolving to quit 
the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, on the giounds which have already been de¬ 
scribed m this narrative, and which are succinctly stated in the following 
extract 

" My despatch of the 13th ultimo has fully detailed the principles upon which I 
commenced the execution of Ins Excellency’s commands to the late Resident of the 
5th November, and the considerations which rendered it in my judgment expedient 
to modify those instructions in such a manner as to make the agitation of the sub 
ject of pecuniary aid to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, conditional upon the expulsion of 
Seijee Rao Ghautka The principles upon which 1 deemed it to be my duty to 
annex the same condition to the pajrment of the pensions, and of the revenues of 
Dholepore, Barree, and Rnjah Kerra, will likewise be obvious to his Excellency’s 
judgment His Excellency will have observed the artful duplicity with which that 
negotiation was conducted on the part of the Durbar, it evidently never was the 
intention of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to dismiss Ghautka. it never was his intention 
to proceed to Ougein, and, in short, the sole object by which he was induced to 
manifest on apparent acquiescence with my demands was that of inducing me to 
advance a sum of money in order to asBist him with the means of piosecuting hos¬ 
tilities against the British Government During the course of this fraudulent pro¬ 
ceeding Seqee Rao Ghautka continued to raise, new levies, the Pindames joined 
this army, and exercised their predatory destruction upon the territories of his 
Highness the Peishwa, the orders were repeated to the different officers m Malwa 
to proceed to Saugur, the authentic accounts which I communicated of the vic¬ 
tories achieved by the British aims againt Holkar were received with the utmost 
indifference by Dowlut Rao Scindiah, while forged intelligence of a nature mimical 
to the British interests was acknowledged with the most public demonstrations of 
exultation and applause 

" To my repeated remonstrances against the depredations of the Pindames I re¬ 
ceived the most plausible assurances of their instant dismissal, while e^ery intcUi 
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gence which I could obtain warranted a belief that a plan was in agitation to send 
the Pmdames to the southward to ravage the teintones of the Rajah of Berar and 
the Soubah of the Deccan His Excellency will also perceive that my intei views 
with Dowlut Rod Scindiah weie checked and controlled by the piesence of one of 
Ghftutka’s creatuies, while every communication which I received through othei 
channels was a prostitution of the Mahoiajah’s name and authority, to the attain¬ 
ment of his infamous designs ” 

The Governor-General in Councd has already stated oui opinion that Mr 
Jenkins acted with judgment and propnety m lendenng the dismission of Serjee 
Rao Ghautka, as well as the return of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to his capital, the 
condition of the pecuniary aid to be eventually afforded to him on the pait of the 
British Government Any well founded doubts of the amicable natuie of that 
chieftain's counsels with lefeience to the British Government, 01 of the just ap¬ 
plication of the funds which the British Government might provide fm the lehef 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s exigencies, would equally in the opinion of the Go- 
vemoi-Geneial in Council have justified ondiequneda suspension of thepioposed 
pecuniary aid, these obseivations, bowe%ei, aie not equally applicable to the net 
levenue of Dholepoie, Bairee and Rajah Kena, collected since the conclusion of 
the peace with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who possesses a decided right to the amount 
of that levenue The absolute certainty of Dowlut Rao Scindiah's inimical inten¬ 
tions, established by overt acts, was necessaiy m the judgment of hn» Excellency 
in Council, to justify a refusal to dischaige the sums due both on that account 
and on account of the pensions gi anted by tieaty 

The Acting Resident’s mind was impressed with a conviction of the hostility of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s designs, and he considered Dowlut Rao Scindiah to have 
proceeded to an act of direct hostility by the violation of his Highness the 
Peishwa’s territory of Saugui The Governor-Geneial in Council, howevei, en¬ 
tertained diffeient sentiments with regard to the conduct of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
and to the nature of this alleged act of aggression 

The Goveinor-Genei al in Council was satisfied that Dowlut Rao Scindiah was 
personally disposed to maintain with the Butish Government the relations of 
amity and peace, but the weakness, the indolence, and the exigencies of that 
chieftain, placed him undei the control of his abandoned relation, Serjee Rao 
Ghautka To Dowlut Rao Scindiah, however, as the head of the state, must be 
referred all the acts of his minister 

The Goveinoi-General in Council was convinced of the disposition of Seijee 
Rao Ghautka to take advantage of any situation of affairs which might appear to 
him to be favourable to the successful prosecution of hostilities against the British 
Government, and hiB Excellency m Council was of opinion that the eventual pro¬ 
secution of hostilities constituted one of the objects of that Minister's contempla¬ 
tion, in assembling all the troops of the state in the vicinity of Saugur, and in 
augmenting their number 

The Governor-General in Council, however, was unwilling to believe that even 
Serjee Rao Ghautka could discern in the actual condition of affons a prospect of 
deiivmg advantage from the prosecution of hostilities against the British power, 
or that his influence was sufficient to overcome the general sentiment of reluc¬ 
tance to a renewal of war, which was stated to prevail in the mind of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah and in the minds of his chiefs and followers 

With regard to Dowlut Rao Semdiah’s invasion of the district of Saugur, it is 
proper to observe, that the Peishwa possesses no real authority over that district, 
and derives from it no 1 evenue, that his Highness is perfectly indifferent with 
regard to the invasion of that distant territory, and certainly does not consider 
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that measure to be an act of hostility on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindioh against 
his Highness’s government Dowlut Rao Sandi-ih has urged that he possessed 
on assignment upon Siugui which he obtained horn the Peishwa That assign 
ment (if iny existed) was supposed to be of aucient date and obsolete, but ac¬ 
cording to the loose habits of Malnatta states, the realization of such assignment 
by the aims of the chieftain in whose favoui it was gianted, would have been 
deemed admissible For these ieasons it is manifest that the invasion of Saugui 
was not designed ns an act of hostility ngainst the Peishwa, and that under actual 
circumstances, the British Government was not pledged to lesent it In the judg¬ 
ment of his Excellency m Council, tlicicfore, none of the acts and pioceedmgs of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdinh’s government, described in the extinct fiom the Acting Resi¬ 
dent’s despatches ol the 7th of Januaij, could justly be icttried to a systematic 
couise of hostile operations dnectcd against theBntish power oi against any of 
its allies 

The Acting Resident erroneously supposed that Dowlut Rao Scindioli was placed 
pieciscly m the same condition relatively to the Butish Government and its allies 
as at the commencement of the wai with the confedeiated Mahiatta chieftains, 
but there is, in lact, no sinulanty in the principal points ol that lelation at those 
two penods of tunc, and the Acting Resident was not authonzed cither by instruc¬ 
tions tioin this government or by the cncumstances of the case, to quit the camp 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiali, and, os far as depended upon that measure, to lenew the 
war between the two states 

It was the duty of the Acting Resident (especially under the knowledge of the 
appointment of Colonel Close to the chaige of the Residency at Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah’s court) to have piotcstcd against the proceedings of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
government, as fai as they appeared to him to be inconsistent with the obligation 
of his engagements, and to have left to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah the positive viola¬ 
tion of the peace, in the sense m which, with lefeicncc to actual cncumstances, it 
ought to be considcied, namely, on aggicssion against the Butish Government or 
any of its allies, evidently proceeding from a detci mined spn it of hostility, and 
constituting a part of a systematic plan of hostile opeiations In that sense and 
in that degiee Dowlut Rao Scmdnh had not, in the opinion of the Governor- 
General in Council, violated the peace 

The Governor-Genciol in Council now piocceds to communicate the sequel of 
the Acting Resident’s negotiations at the Couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

The conviction which the Acting Resident entertained of the infamous designs 
of Serjee Rao Ghautha was corroborated in the Acting Resident’s judgment by an 
occurrence in his camp on the night of the 27th of December On that night the 
guard stationed at the tent winch contained the public baggage of the Residency 
was attacked and overpowered by a large body of plunderers, who murdeied oi 
wounded every person near the tent, and plundered money and othei property to 
the value of about 12,000 rupees The most valuable part of the public propeity 
however was preserved by the activity of the Resident's escort, which compelled 
the plunderers to retieat with precipitation The Acting Resident was induced to 
suspect that this outrage was instigated by Seijce Rao Ghautka, but of this fact no 
evidence appears Dowlut Rao Scmdiah expiessed the utmost degree of regret 
upon this occasion, and promised to affoid the Resident eveiy piacticabla satisfac¬ 
tion The Acting Resident did not suspect that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had any 
concern in thiB outrage That chieftain had previously expressed an earnest desire 
that the Acting Resident should encamp on the same ground with his army on 
account of the Pindames, whom hiB Highness acknowledged his inability to con¬ 
trol Although the suspicions of the Acting Resident with regard to the designs 



136 


THE GOVJERNOR-GLNEKAL IN COUNCIL 10 March, 


of Serjee Rao Ghautka were confirmed bj this occurrence, the Acting Resident 
'very properly deteimined not to render it an exclusive cause for quittiug the court 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

Between the 7th and the 9th of January the army of Dowlut Rao Scindiah in¬ 
vested the fort of Saugur for the purpose of realizing the amount of his demand, 
m consequence of which, the Acting Resident despatched a message to his High-* 
ness, intimating that he had resolved to march the following morning, and desiring 
passports To this message the Acting Resident received an answer purporting 
that Ramchunder Bhasker (the Agent before mentioned) should be despatched to 
the Acting Resident in the course of the morning, and that all points should be 
satisfactorily adjusted 

The Acting Resident, however, having repeated his demand for passports, he 
received a message from Dowlut Rao Scindiah signifying that Ambajee Inglia was 
expected to amve in the space of eight days, and that on his arrival, it would be 
determined whether his Highness should proceed to Ougein, or the Acting Resident 
should receive his dismission 

This insulting message confirmed the Acting Resident in his resolution to march 
the succeeding morning unless Dowlut Rao Scindiah should consent to proceed 
immediately in the direction of Ougein This lesolution, however, the Acting 
Resident was subsequently induced to change, after having made pieparations for 
marching by striking all the tents of the British camp and loading the baggage, on 
receiving fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah, thiough the agency of Ramchunder Pundit, 
the most solemn assurances of his Highness’s deteimination to march in the di¬ 
rection of Ougein on the 16th of January, and to act m every respect according to 
the Acting Resident's advice The delay of six days was requued in consequence 
of the decease of a female of distinction in the family of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

It is proper to observe in this place that the information which the Acting Resi¬ 
dent received with regard to the object of Ambajee’s expected visit, was calculated 
to palliate the hostile and insulting tendency of the message which was conveyed 
to the Acting Resident upon that subject, as desciibed in a pieceding paragraph 

The Acting Resident was informed that repeated and earnest invitations had 
been transmitted to Ambajee, to pioceed to the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, m 
the hope and expectation that his influence would effect the expulsion of Ghautka* 
The Acting Resident also stated that in the general opinion Ambajee was decidedly 
adverse to the renewal of war with the British Government The arrival of Am¬ 
bajee therefoie was calculated to maintain peace and amity between the two states, 
although the expectation of it was announced to the Acting Resident in an appa¬ 
rent spirit of hostility and insult 

On the evening of the 15th of January the Acting Resident received a message 
from Dowlut Rao Scindiah stating, that his Highness’s march on the following 
morning agreeably to his engagement would be attended with considerable incon¬ 
venience, and requesting that the Acting Resident would consent to a further delay 
of two days promising in the most positive terms to prosecute his march at the 
expiration of that time, without a halt to Ougein To this proposal the Acting 
Resident after some opposition assented, and on the 11th of Januar> Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah actually commenced his march, but only a small portion of the army 
accompanied his Highness The battalions and guns, together with the greater 
portion of the army, continued to occupy their position in the vicinity of Saugur, 
and the extent of his Highness’s march did not exceed three miles The Acting 
Resident was also informed that it wob the intention of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to 
halt four days where he had pitched his tents 

The Acting Resident having despatched a message remonstrating on Ins, 
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breach of promise, his Highness replied, that m compliance with the Acting 
Resident's desire, his Highness had considered it to be incumbent upon him 
to march on the 18th That his resolution of proceeding to Ougem remained 
unchanged, but that within the period of thirteen days after the decease of a 
member of his family, it was inconsistent with established custom to quit the Bpot 
where such an event had happened, adding however, that he would positively pro¬ 
ceed on the maich to Ougcin after the foui days which the prescnbed period of 
mourning compelled The Acting Resident considered the whole of this pioceeding 
to be the result of collusion and deceit, but his solicitude to abstain fiom a measure 
which in his appieliension would ie\ive the war between the two states, induced 
him to attend to the promises and professions of Dowlut Ran Scindiah 

In the mean time the Acting Resident lcceived the Governor General's instruc¬ 
tions of the 12th of December, on the subject of the conduct of Rqjah Ambajee 
(the substance of which mstiuctious is contained in pieceding paragraphs of 
this despatch) and addressed a memorial to Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the teima 
prescribed by the oiders of the Govcinoi-General, and by a verbal message the 
Acting Resident suggested that a letter should be immediately addiessed by Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah to Rajah Ambajee, disavowing any participation in his unwarrantable 
proceedings, and any designs of the natuie ascribed by him to Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah, and piolubiting Ambajee’s attendance at his Highness’s court, and the 
Acting Resident desired to be furnished with a copy of that letter foi transmission 
to the Governor-General The Acting Resident further recommended that Dowlut 
fcao Scindiah should addiess a lcttei to the Governor-General in terms conform¬ 
able to the tenor of the proposed lettei to Ambajee, and to the resolution which 
his Highness had expiessed of proceeding to his capital and of adhering to the 
obligations of his alliance Seveial days having elapsed without obtaining a satis¬ 
factory icply from Dowlut Rao Scindiah, to the memorial and the message whieff 
the Acting Resident had addiessed to Ins Highness, the Acting Resident deemed 
it proper to repeat his demand of an answer, and to combine with that demand a 
repetition of his remonstmnees on the late conduct of his Highness The Acting 
Resident accordingly transmitted a message to Ins Highness recapitulating nil the 
grounds of complaint against his Ilighness’s conduct, and intimating that the delay 
which had occuned m affoidmg to the Acting Resident a lcply to his communi¬ 
cation and demand on the subject of Ambnjee’s hostile incursion, tended to confirm 
the Acting Resident’s belief of his Highness’s participation m the aggression of 
that chieftain The Acting Resident furthei signified to Dowlut Rao Scindiah that 
In the event of Ins Ilighness’s matching on the follownng morning m the direction 
of Ougein, he might be induced to remain in his Ilighness’s camp awaiting the 
orders of the Governor-General, expressing at the same time a doubt whether 
any submission would avert the just resentment of the British Government" under 
the complicated acts” of hostility and treachery already committed in disregard of 
every principle of public faith and honour 

To this message the Acting Resident leceived an answer expressing his High- 
nesS's extieme concern at the just cause of resentment which his conduct had 
afforded to the Butish Government and his confidence in the clemency and mode¬ 
ration of the British Government The person charged with this reply, then 
described the embarrassment of Dowlut Rao Scindiah under the impracticability of 
providing for the due conduct of the administration, and intimated a hope that his 
Highness’s personal disposition to maintain the relations of amity with the British 
Government, might be opposed to the measures which in his Highness’s name and 
under his supposed authority weie pursued by Serjee Rao Ghautka The Acting 
Resident refused to admit the justice of this expectation and desired the messenger 
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to signify to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, that his Highness must now be considered to be 
responsible foi the acts of his minister The Acting Resident having desired to be 
informed what answer his Highness had returned to his representation on the 
subject of Ambojee, the messenger replied, that his Highness had assented to all 
that the Acting Resident had pioposed on that subject After adverting to the 
evil consequences of piociastmation, the Acting Resident pioceeded to demand 
when Dowlut Roo Scmdiah had lesolved to commence his march towards his 
capital The messenger leplied, that his Highness would positively commence 
his march at the expiration of three days which would complete the peuod of 
mourning This intimation was accompanied by on acknowledgement on the part 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, that his Highness had foifeited all claim to fmthei indul¬ 
gence, and by an assuiance that if the Acting Resident would consent to remain 
that additional peuod of time, he would experience no furthei cause of dissatisfac¬ 
tion , on the ground of this acknowledgement and assuiance the Acting Resident 
consented to await the expiration of the prescribed term 
The Acting Resident concluded lus lepoit of these pioceedings with the follow¬ 
ing observations, “ Dowlut Rao Scmdiah still appeals to be actuated by a delusive 
hope that eveiy act of his government will be attnbuted to Seijec Rao Ghautkn, 
and although I believe the Maharajah to be sincei e in his wish to preserve peace 
and to settle quietly at his capital, his weak and capncious mind continually fluc¬ 
tuates between the prudent counsels of all the old adherents of his family, and the 
insinuating allusions presented to his imagination by lus fathei-m-law In shoit, 
nothing but the prospect of immediate dangei from the British aims can m my 
judgement thoroughly awake him to a sense of his leal situation ” 

The Acting Resident’s leport of his proceedings at the couit of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah is intenupted by the miscarriage of a despatch to that officei undei date 
the 22nd of January It appears however, by a despatch fiom the Acting Resident 
of a subsequent date, that he had received an insulting message from Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s Durbai in answei to his demand for passports, and that the Acting 
Resident actually marched from Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s camp on the 23d of Janu¬ 
ary to the distance of about fourteen miles Previously to his depaiture, the 
Acting Resident received a visit from two of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s officers, the 
object of which was to persuade the Acting Resident to remain, but those persons 
not being authorized to vouch for Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s maich on that day, the 
Acting Resident lesisted their entreaties and commenced his journey towaids the 
ckmp of the British foices 

On leceiving information of the Acting Resident’s departure, Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah despatched an officer of high rank together with Ramchunder Bhasker the 
agent before-mentioned to the Acting Resident’s camp, for the puipose of per¬ 
suading the Acting Resident to return They arrived at his camp on the evening 
of the 23d, and on being received by the Acting Resident, solemnly pledged them¬ 
selves that if he would return to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s camp on the morning of 
the 24th, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah would commence his march towards his capital on 
the following day The Acting Resident however refused to accept this assurance, 
but being informed by those persons that they were authorized to pledge Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah’s name for the performance of any conditions which could induce 
the Acting Resident to return, the Acting Resident proposed the following — 

1st That on the day following the Acting Resident’s return to camp, Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah should commence his march to Ougein, to which place he should 
proceed without any further holt than the usual and necessary intervals 
2ndly That Scmdiah should act in conformity to the Acting Resident’s advice 
respecting Ambajee without any further delay 
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3dlv That Scindiah should comply with the Acting Resident's advice to disavow 
in a lettci to the Go\ernoi-Gcncrol, the conduct of Ambajee and of the vakeel at 
Hydeinbad, and that lctteis of lccnll to the lattei persons should be delivered to 
the Acting Resident m ordei that they might be transmitted tluough the Resident 
at that couit Hie mcsscngeis having agiccd in the most solemn manner to these 
conditions, the Acting Resident consented to return to camp, and he accordingly 
letuincd on the 24th ol January 

On the evening ot that day the Acting Resident leceived infoimation that Dow- 
lut Rao bcindiah had lesolvod to halt the following daj This resolution being a 
ducct violation ol one of the conditions on which the Acting Resident had con¬ 
sented to return to camp, the Acting Resident lccommencod lus mnich, but aftoi 
piocecding a shoit distance w is mfoi incd that Dowlut Rno Scindiah had expiessed a 
desire to i eccivc a MBit fiom the Acting Resident, who In consequence of this intima¬ 
tion dn ectcd that his baggage should i emam at a grove in the vicinity of the encamp¬ 
ment of Dowlut Rao bundiali’s legulai brigades, and proceeded with Lieutenant 
Stuart, the oflicei commanding the escoit, to the tents of Dowlut Rao Scindiah Aftei 
some ende ivom on the pait oi Dowlut Rao Scindiah to excuse his conduct, he signi¬ 
fied Ins determination to comply that day with all the Acting Resident’s demands 
leapccting Ambajee, and to commence Ins march towards Ougem on the following 
morning 

The Acting Resident refused to be satisfied unless the lctteis which he had 
demanded should be prcpaicd and despatched in lus picsence To this bib High¬ 
ness aftei much discussion consented, and the Acting Resident wob requested to 
retire with some ot Dowlut Rao Scindiill’s public olhccis to a separate tent, that 
the lctteis might theie be picpnrod in the teims which the Acting Resident should 
prescubc The Actmg Resident accoidingly ictired with Lieutenant Stuart while 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah continued to hold lus couit The lctteis wcic in a state of 
prcpaiation, when the Acting Resident was inhumed that Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
desired to rctlic foi the puipose of performing lus devotions, which had been in¬ 
terrupted by the Acting Resident’s visit, and the letters when completed should 
be earned to him, and if the terms of them Bhould not entirely accord with the 
Actmg Resident’s wishes, he might return to lus Highness’s tents in the evening 
for the puipose of suggesting the necessar> alterations 

The Resident accoidingly returned to take leave ot Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
immediately despatched oiders, recalling the baggage of the Residency In the 
meantime, however, the British camp was surrounded and overpowered by the 
whole body of Dowlut Rao Sundiah’s Rmdames who plundeicdthe whole of the 
baggage Lieutenant Greene, who commanded the escort, and Dr Wise the 
suigeon of the Residency, were severely wounded, and many of the Sepoys and 
other persons attached to the Residency were also wounded 

Dowlut Rao Scmdioli expressed the utmost horror and regret at this occui- 
rence, and piomiscd to lestorc the whole of the plundered piopcrty In the 
mean time the gentlemen of the residency being deprived by this atiocious vio¬ 
lence of all the means of accommodation, were reduced to a situation of extieme 
distress 

With whatever degree of regret and indignation the Governor-General in Coun¬ 
cil contemplated this unpaialleled outrage, justice requires the expression of our 
decided opinion, that it was perpetrated without the participation or knowledge of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah The Governor-General in Council oven doubts whether 
that outrage "was instigated or abetted by Serjee Rao Ghautka, and deems it most 
probable that the plunder of the baggage was the exclusive object of this act of 
violence on the part of some of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s irregular hoise and other 
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licentious troops This occurrence therefore produced no alteration in the senti¬ 
ments of the Govemor-Geneial in Council with regard to the views and dispo¬ 
sitions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah as described in preceding paragraphs 

The Governor-General, however, deemed it mdispensnbly necessary to demand 
from Dowlut Rao Scindiah a full explanation of that extiaoidinary act of violence 
and ample reparation and atonement for it, and the Governor-General considered 
it to be proper to addiess a letter to that chieftain, stating in general terms the 
sentiments of the British Government with regard to the whole tenoi of his con¬ 
duct, adverting however m an especial manner to the outi age committed upon 
the British Representative at his Highness’s court, and containing also a demand 
of repaiation and atonement A copy of that lettei is annexed to this despatch 
for your honourable Committee’s information 

Under the view of the acts and proceedings of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s govern¬ 
ment which has been above transcribed, the Govemor-Geneial in Council resolved 
to pursue the same pacific system of measures towards that chieftain which is 
desciibed in the Governor-General's instructions to the late Resident of the 5th 
of Novembei, and to the Acting Resident of the 22d of December, the substance 
of which is stated in preceding paragraphs of this despatch, and instructions weie 
accoidingly issued to Colonel Close, who ainved at Nagpore on the 5th of February, 
1805, on his way to Scindiah’s camp, but m consequence of the receipt of the in¬ 
telligence of the outrage committed upon the Resident's camp, had determined to 
await at Nagpore fuither information with regard to the course of events at the 
court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

Those instructions which weie dated the 23rd of February, contained a geneial 
statement of the sentiments of the Governoi-Geneial with regard to the views 
and disposition of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and to the conduct of the Acting Resi¬ 
dent described m preceding parts of this despatch, and conveyed the Governor- 
General’s orders to Colonel Close, directing him to pursue his journey to the 
camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah with the least practicable delay, unless at the 
peiiod of his leceipt of those instructions he should be apprized of the existence 
of a state of affairs entirely different from that which the Governor-General sup¬ 
posed to exist 

Colonel Close was further dnected after his arrival at the camp of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, to regulate his proceedings according to the spirit and intent of the in¬ 
structions of the 5th of November and 22d of December, as being entirely appli¬ 
cable in the Governoi -General’s judgment to the supposed condition of affairs at 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s court Colonel Close was at the same time instructed to 
endeavour to impress upon that chieftain's mind a due sense of the amicable and 
pacific nature of the designs of the British Government, and a confident belief of 
our solicitude for the restoration of efficiency and prosperity to his declining domi¬ 
nion, and of the continuance of our disposition to assist his efforts for that pur¬ 
pose, provided that he would adopt a course of pioceeding consistent with the 
accomplishment of that object, and with the interests and obligations of the 
alliance subsisting between the two states, Colonel Close was at the same time 
directed to urge the demand of explanation and atonement for the outrage com¬ 
mitted by Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s Pindames m the spirit of the Govemor-Ge- 
neial’s letter to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

No alteration had taken place m the condition of the Residency on the 15th of 
February, the date of our latest advice from the Acting Resident Some of the 
elephants belonging to the residency had been restored Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
continued occasionally to repeat with great earnestness the expressions of regret 
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and concern at the outiage committed by his Pindamea, but does not appear to 
have employed any endcavouis to supply to the Acting Resident and the gentle¬ 
men of lua iamily the accommodations and comforts of which they had been 
deprived by the plundei of the Bntish camp No lestraint, however, was im¬ 
posed upon the Resident, noi has the transit of letters and despatches to and 
from the Acting Resident been intcriupted 

To the charaUeustic levity of Dowlut Rao Sundiah, may in some degree be 
ascribed the indifleience with which he apparently contemplates the outiage 
which has been committed by pusons in his service against the Bntish Repre¬ 
sentative and the distiessed condition of the gentlemen ot the Residency, but his 
conduct in this lespect is probably controled by Seijee Rao Ghautha, who may be 
supposed to new with malignant and vindictive satisfaction the distiess of the 
British Resident 

On the 21th of Febmoiy, Dowlut Rao Scindiah with the mom body of his 
army, marched from Saugm in a south western dnection, leaving the battalions 
under the command of Baptiste for the purpose of realizing the balance of the 
contribution which Dowlut Rao Scindiah hnd exacted fiom that place This 
person is said to be of French extraction, but born m India of a native woman, 
and to have been biouglit up in the military service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, m 
whose seivice he now commands a consideiablc force of legular mfantiy, with a 
large tinin of artilleiy 

On the morning of Dowlut Rao Scmdmh's departure, the Acting Resident 
despatched a message to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, stating the extieme inconvenience 
to which he would be exposed by proceeding with the aimy, and desmng permis¬ 
sion to retne to a place of safety Dowlut Rao Scindiah replied to this message, 
by repeating in the stLongest terns the deep sense of legret which his Highness 
entertained at the outrage which had been committed, and earnestly icquesting 
the Resident to continue with the ai my 

Subsequently to the march of Dowlut Rao Scindiah from Saugui, the Acting 
Resident received repeated intimations fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah of his desire to 
viBit him, and to introduce Serjee Rao Ghautka, and the Acting Resident having 
with some reluctance consented to receive Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s visit, that 
chieftain, accompanied by Ghautka and the principal ofRceis of his court, visited 
the Acting Resident on the evening of the 2d instant On that occasion, Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah endeavoured to justify the conduct of lus goveinment, and to remove 
from the Acting Resident’s mind a supposition that his government had any 
concern m the late outrage, asserting that the Pindames by whom it was com¬ 
mitted were not under the contiol of the government His Highness alBO upon 
this occasion expressed his hope that the late misfortune would not interrupt tue 
friendship which had so long been established between the two states The Acting 
Resident replied by observing, that what had happened could not be repaired, 
and that he was entnely in the power of lus Highness 

It appears that Dowlut Rao Scindiah was at that time greatly perplexed by the 
refusal of Ambajee to join his Highness and to aid him with his councils and his 
resources, and the Acting Resident appears to asenbe to that cause, combined 
with a belief of the continued successes of our arms, and with an apprehension of 
the resentment of the Bntish Government, the apparent solicitude of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah to conciliate the Acting Resident It seems evident, therefore, that at 
that time the views of Dowlut Rao Scindiah were directed to purposes uncon 
nected with any sentiment of hostility against the Bntish Government, excepting 
^uch as might anse from the necessity of eventual defence against the appre- 
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hended effects of its resentment Dowlut Rao Scmdiah then occupied a position 
about twenty-fom miles noith-west of Saugui, with the supposed intention of 
proceeding towards Ntuwai 

The Governor-General in Council is not enabled to state with any degree of 
confidence an opinion with regaid to the ultimate views of Dowlut Rao Scindiali 
undei the guidance of his piofligate and unprincipled minister Snjee Rao Ghautha 
The immediate object of that chieftain appears to be, to provide funds by any 
means foi the support of a numerous army, which he has been engaged in col¬ 
lecting, and which may probably be employed as at Saugui, in enfoicing the pay¬ 
ment of pecuniary demands from other chieftains, who without Buch an accession 
of force on the part of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, might have possessed the means of 
successful lesistance 

Our latest advices from Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s camp are dated the 7th instant, 
at which time Dowlut Rao Scmdiah continued m the same position as that which 
he occupied on the 3d instant 

As connected with the geneial subject of the wai with Jeswunt Rao Holkai, the 
Goveinor-Geneial in Council deems it necessary m this place to state m general 
teims the pi ogress of transactions in the piovince of Bundlecund, and the move¬ 
ments of the British force employed for the protection of that piovince 

In our despatch of the 15th of June, the Governoi-Geneial in Council commu¬ 
nicated to your honoui able Committee the unfoitunate circumstances which at¬ 
tended the incursion of a body of piedatory hoise into the district of Kooch in 
Bundelcund, m the month of May, and of the subsequent repeat of those plun- 
deieis With leference to that incursion, the Govemor-Geneial in Council also 
apprized youi honourable Committee, that the Goveinoi-General had deemed it 
necessary to adopt an airangement for the complete establishment of the British 
authority throughout the district of Bundlecund, ceded to the honourable Com¬ 
pany by his Highness the Peishwa, and foi the consolidation of the civil and mili¬ 
tary authonties in that province, and foi its future secunty against any nruption 
of predatory horse 

The detail of the anangementpioposed by the Govemor-Geneial for the accom¬ 
plishment of these objects will be stated to youi honouiable Committee in a 
futuie despatch It appeals to the Governoi-General in Council to be sufficient 
at this time, to appuze your honourable Committee that obstacles of a local and 
a military nature opposed the adoption of the proposed aiiangement at that 
period of time, and that the uigency of its adoption having subsequently abated in 
a considerable degiee, the Govemor-Geneial was of opinion that m the actual 
situation of affaiis every object of secunty and tranquillity might be accomplished 
by the Bntish tioops stationed within the province of Bundelcund 

The army of Bundelcund, commanded by Lieut -Colonel Maitindell, who was 
appointed to succeed Lieut -Colonel Fawcett on his suspension from that com¬ 
mand, continued to occupy a position near Calpee, in confoimity to the ordeis 
of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief Tranquillity being lestoied in the 
temtory in the vicinity of Calpee, the pnncipal pait of Lieut -Colonel Martindell’s 
detachment was ordered into the interior of Bundelcund for the purpose of sup¬ 
pressing the turbulence of the refractory chieftains of Bundelcund, who had taken 
advantage of the incursion of the predatory horse and of the absence of the 
legulai tioops, to renew their depredations The remainder of the detachment 
continued at Calpee 

Lieut Colonel Martmdell having received mfoimataon that a party of refractory 
Boondelahs had been joined by a body of plunderers of a tribe denominated Na- 
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gihs, and had entered the district of Mahoba and excited disturbance, he dnected 
his maich into that distnct for the purpose of dispersing 01 destioying this pre¬ 
datory body 

On the 2nd of July Lieut Colonel Maitindell overtook them near the town of 
Mahoba, and immediately attacked them with gieat gallantry and spirit, and com¬ 
pletely defeated them with considciablc slaughter, and the loss of almost the whole 
of their baggage and lmnis The loss of the British detachment was very incon¬ 
siderable Ihe banditti dispeiscd m cvety dnection, 'and weie attacked by the 
inhabitants of the towns and villages near which they passed in the piogiess of 
then flight 

It appeared fioin the depositions of some of the pnsoncis taken at Mahoba, that 
the banditti which had been defeated at that pi ice, acted under the oiders of a 
confederacy of petty Boondcla chieftains who had lesisted the authonty of the 
British Government, and who had despatched agents to Mcci Khan soliciting his 
assistance for the subveision of the established authority of the Bntish Govern, 
ment m Bundlccund, Mcei Khan however was at that period of time engaged in 
hostile operations against the Nabob of Bopaul 

Soon after the defeat of the fieebootcis at Mahoba, Lieut -Colonel Maitindell, 
m pioscculion of the plan of opeiations foi the le-estabhshment of the authonty 
of Government in those distncts, proceeded to assault the Fort of Jeytpore, winch 
was occupied by a gainson m the pay of Rojah Kessary Sing, one of the confede¬ 
rated chieftains mentioned in the pieceding paragiaph Measuies weie in the mean 
while adopted by Captain Baillie foi the picservation of tranquillity m those parts 
of Bundlecund which weie not occupied by icgular troops, by judicious disposi¬ 
tions of the inegulai foice m the seivico of the successor of Rajah Himmut 
Behaudur 

The neccssaiy picpaiations being made foi assaulting the Fort of Jeytpoie, the 
storming party advanced to the gate of the Foit at daybieak on the 28th of July, 
but the gate being defended by a brcastwoik of earth, the time occupied in the 
removal of this impediment enabled the enemy to bung guns to beat, in such a 
manner ob to preclude the possibility of advancing After sustaining considciable 
loss, and finding every attempt to force the gate impiactiCoble, Lieut -Colonel 
Martmdcll ordered the paity to be withdiawn Anothei party which w t os ordeied 
to escalade the wall in a difleient poit of the Foit, was also under the necessity of 
abandoning the attempt, sevcial of the scaling ladders being found to be too short, 
and the remainder being biokcn The tioops manifested the utmost gallantry and 
perseverance on this occasion, and their conduct is mentioned by Lieut -Colonel 
Martmdell in terms of high approbation 

Iaeut -Colonel Martin dell’s leport of this event, togethei with a letum of the 
killed and wounded, is enclosed for the information of your honourable Committee. 

Lieut -Colonel Maitindell deemed it necessary to suspend a renewal of the 
attack on the Fort until furnished with ordnance better adapted to the nature of 
the undertaking than that which accompanied his detachment On the 17th of 
August, havmg received fiom Bauda some 12-pounder guns, Lieut -Colonel Mai- 
tindell determined immediately to lenew the attack, and on the 20th of August 
succeeded in taking possession of the Fort 

Other forts in the diffeicnt distiictB of Bundelcund were captured, either by the 
regular troops, or by the inegulai battalions which had been entertained and em¬ 
ployed for the preservation of tranquillity and good order in Bundelcund 

No fort of any considerable strength remains in the hands of those who have 
resisted the authonty of the BntiBh Government, with the exception of Calhnger 
and Ajeygurh The Goveraoi-General entertains no doubt that when the Scl- 
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vices of the British troops can be spoied to undertake the reduction of these forts, 
they will speedily be surrendered to the British Government, or that such an 
accommodation may be effected with the chieftains who possess them, as will 
secure the establishment of the authority of the Company, or of his Highness the 
Peishwa, throughout the districts in Bundlecund in which then lespective autho¬ 
rities ore to be maintained 

Soon after the capture of Jeytpoie, Lieut -Colonel Maitindell received instruc¬ 
tions from the Commander-in Chief, directing him to advance with the detach¬ 
ment under his command, to a position on the noithein fiontier of Bundelcund 
The object of these instructions was to secuie the province of Bundelcund and the 
neighbouring districts from the danger of an hostile mcuision, dnected to the 
purposes either of plundeiing the territory of Bundelcund, or of penetrating 
through that province into the doab of the Jumna and the Ganges, during the 
advance of the mam aimy under the peisonal command of his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief The prescribed position of Colonel Martmdell’s detach¬ 
ment on the frontiei of Bundelcund, was also calculated to enable that detachment 
to undertake any operation which the state of affairs or the movements of any 
hostile troops might render necessaiy 

Lieut -Colonel Martindell, with the detachment undei his command, advanced 
from Jeytpore on the 7th of Septembei, and proceeded by the loute of Calpee, 
intending to march from Calpee to the position which be had been directed to 
occupy The troops had suffered so spveiely from sickness during the pi eceding 
months, that on the arrival of the detachment at Calpee, the numbei of sick was 
such as to reduce it to an extieme degree of weakness, and to render it absolutely 
necessary to postpone the march of the detachment to the frontier 

Lieut -Colonel Martindell accordingly, with the sanction of the Commander-in- 
Chief, encamped near Calpee, with the intention of lemainmg in that situation 
until the detachment Bhould be in a condition to advance 

At Calpee, Lieut -Colonel Martindell was joined by a detachment of the Go¬ 
vernor General’s body guard, under the command of Captain Daniel, amounting 
to 540 rank and file, with two gallopers, which had been placed at the disposal of 
the Commander m-Chief 

Towards the end of November, the detachment under the command of Lieut - 
Colonel Martindell advanced from Calpee, and took up a position near Kooch, a 
district situated on the northern frontier of Bundelcund 

Meer Khan, after the conclusion of his operations against Bhelsa, in the month 
of September, marched with the mam body of his force towards Saugur, a pos¬ 
session of the Jaggeerdar of Calpee Having remained some time in the vicinity 
of that place, he advanced in a northerly duectaon with the principal part of his 
force, and arrived about the end of December at Calapahaur, a position on the 
right bank of the Sind, from whence he could prosecute his march either to Narwa 
to form a junction with the troops of Ambajee, or towards Jhansee for the inva¬ 
sion of that territory 

On receiving intelligence of the approach of Meer Khan to the frontier of Bun¬ 
delcund, Lieut -Colonel Martindell prepared to occupy a more advanced position 
than Kooch, but the information which at that time Lieut -Colonel Martindell 
received of the hostile conduct of Rajah Ambajee (as described in a preceding 
paragraph of this despatch) induced him to suspend this movement until the views 
of Ambajee should be ascertained On the receipt of that information by the 
Commander-in-Chief, his Fxcellency issued instructions to Lieut -Colonel Martin¬ 
dell, directing him to advance immediately into Gohud, and endeavour to aftach 
and defeat the enemy’s force which had entered that country The Commander- 
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m-Cbief left it to the disci etion of Lieut Colonel Maitindell to suspend the execu¬ 
tion of these oideis, if the advance of his force in that dnection should leave the 
province nf Bundelcund and its vicinity open to an incursion fiom the south- 
waid 

The subsequent receipt of intelligence of the leticnt of Ambajee’s troops fiom 
Gohud, rendered any immediate movement of Lieut -Colonel Martindell’s detach 
ment unnecessai\, and that officer detcimined theiefore to lemain near Kooch 
ready to act as circumstances might require Lieut -Colonel Martindell’s deteimi- 
nationwas also influenced by the infoimation which he received at the time of 
the amval ot Dowlut Rao Scindiah at Saugut with a laigc army, and of Scindiah’s 
hostile pioceedmgs against that place 

Lieut-Colonel Mai tindcll hung unacquainted with the object and designs of 
Scindiah, and being doubtful wliLthcr the hostile pioceedmgs of Scmdnh against a 
possession of 0111 ally the Pcislma, might not be the commencement of a sys¬ 
tematic plan of hostile opctations against the Butish power, or might not be con- 
sideied by the Butish Government to be a violation of the peace, deemed it 
necessaiy to be prepaicd for an eventual attempt on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scin 
diah to invade the i louncc ot Bundelcund, which Lieut -Colonel Maitindell con¬ 
cluded would be the fust object of his attack, m the e\ent of a rupture between 
the two Governments 

On the Ith ot Jammy, Lieut -Colonel Maitindell leceived accounts of Meer 
Khan’s arrival at Calapahnui, as related in a pieceding paiagiaph, and prepared to 
move fiom Kooch the instant he should asceitnin the intended loute of Meer 
Khan 

The cavaliy of Meet Khan, commanded by that chieftain in peison, having sud¬ 
denly advanced to the noithward, arrived within a few miles of Gwalior on the 
8th of January, and pioeceded to the northwaid on the following day , and having 
ciossed the Chumbul neai Dolcpoie, joined the foice of Jesvvunt Rno Holkar neai 
Bhuitpoie on the 17th of Januaiy 

Lieut -Colonel Martindell had adv anced to a position on the bank of the Sind 
(where he ainved on the 12th of Januaiy) which was calculated to enable him 
both to oppose with eftect an attempted invasion and to advance with facility to 
the northward, if that movement should be necessaiy 

The infantry and guns of Meci Khan not having advanced "With his cavalry, and 
being still in a position which might enable them to enter Bundelcund unless op¬ 
posed by a foice on the frontiei, Lieut -Colonel Maitindell proposed to maintain 
his position on the Rind until the views of this body of troops should be as¬ 
certained 

On the 13th, Lieut -Colonel Maitindell received fiom Mi Jenkins the notifica¬ 
tion of his determination to quit the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah without delay 
This information confirmed Lieut -Colonel Maitindell in his determination to 
maintain his position on the Sind until he should xeceive furthei infoimation 
Lieut -Colonel Martindell stated to the Comraander-in-Cliief his intention to re¬ 
frain fiom any offensive operations against Dowlut Rao Scindiah without orders, 
but to repel by force any attempt of that chieftain to invade the piovince under 
his protection 

The Commander-In-Chief, on receiving intelligence of the advance of Meer 
Khan, directed Colonel Martindell to advance immediately to Dolepore with his 
whole force It appears that the information received by the Commander-in- 
Chief Induced his Excellency to suppose that the whole of Meer Khan’s force was 
advancing towards Bhurtpore, and by this movement of Lieut -Colonel Martindell’s 
detachment, with the expected advance of the army under the command of Majoi- 
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General JoneB from Shahabad, his Excellency entertained the hope of effectually 
preventing the escape of the enemy fi oni one or othei of those distinct forces 
Lieut-Colonel Maitindell, in compliance with the oideis of the Commandei-m- 
Chief, advanced from the Sind, and aimed at Gwahoi on the 21st of Januaij 
At Gwalior, Lieut Colonel Maitindell leceived information fiom Mi Tcnkins of 
the further advance of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and being at the time in possession 
of instructions flora the Commandei-in Chief, which authonzed him eventually to 
suspend his advance to Dolepore, Lieut -Colonel Maitindell deteimined to letuin 
to his former position on the Sind, and tliei e to wait the progi ess of events, and 
to be prepaied for any emergency which might requite the seivices of his 
detachment 

By our latest advices, Lieut -Colonel Martindell’s detachment continued to 
occupy that position, which is equallj calculated to secure the internal tiauquillity 
of Bundelcund, and to protect that piovince and the teintory of Gohud fiom 
external invasion 

The Govemoi General in-Council now lesumes the nairativc of the pioceedings 
of the army under the peisonal command of his Excellency the Commindei-in- 
Chief * 

The Commandei in Chief having completed the necessary aiiangements at Deig 
and having left a propel ganison in the foit, pioceeded against Bhuitpoie another 
strong foit belonging to Rajah Runjeet Sing and his usual place of lcsidence 
The Commandei-m-Chief dnected his match neai Muttra foi the purpose of 
favouring his junction with lus Majesty’s 75th ragiment and a large convoy of 
piovisions His Majesty's 75th regiment and the convoy having joined the main 
army on the 29th of December, the Commandei-in Chief puisued his match 
towards Bhurtpore wheie the aimy ainved on the 3rd of Januaiy 
The Commander-in-Chief commenced operations against the town of Bhurt¬ 
pore, and a battery of six 18 pounders was opened against the wall on the 7th of 
January On the 9th, the breach being reported practicable, preparations were 
made to storm it, and Lieut -Colonel Maitland of his Majesty’s 75th regiment was 
appointed to the command of the storming party 

Extraordinary and unexpected obstacles however opposed the progi ess of the 
storming paity and occasioned its detention duung a considerable period of tnnp 
in a situation where it was exposed to a heavy fire from the valla of the town and 
on reaching the breach, it was unfortunately found to be impracticable The 
party was therefore compelled to retire aftei lepeated attempts to ascend the 
breach with the loss of many officeis and men, and of Lieut -Colonel Maitland 
whose couiage and exertions were eminently conspicuous on this unfoitunate 
occasion A flanking paity, however, which was directed against the enemy’s 
battery at the same time succeeded in gaining the battery, spiked the guns which 
were found in it and killed a considerable numbei of the enemy 
The party which endeavoured to stoira, retreated in good ordei to the batteiies 
of the British aimy Although this attempt to stoim the breach terminated un¬ 
successfully, the British troops have on no occasion displayed a gieater spirit 
of gallantry and firmness than in this attack The failure of this attack must be 
exclusively ascribed to the insurmountable nature of the obstacles which opposed 
he progress of the troops 

On the following night a new battery was commenced for the puipose of 
breaching the wall in a different place and was opened on the 14th with great 
effect 

On the 21st of January, the breach which had been effected by the fire from 
the batteries which had been erected after the assault of the town on the 9th 
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appealing to be piacticuble, the Coinuiandei-in Chief deteimined upon another 
attempt to cany the pliec by stoim On the evening of that day the storming 
party which was commanded by Lieut Colonel Maciae of his Majesty’s 76th 
regiment moved out ot the ticnclits Ihe ditch however which suirounds the 
town was found to be so bioad and deep that eveiy attempt of the stoiming party 
to cross it pi oval unsuccessful and the paity was compelled to leturn to the 
trenches The Connnandei-m Chief rLpiesents the conduct of the tioops on this 
occasion to have been distinguished by their accustomed steadiness, activity, and 
valoui 

The Govcinoi-Gencial-ui Council is concerned to add that the heavy fire to 
which the tioops weie unavoidably exposed duiing a considerable time m endea¬ 
vouring to effect then passage across the ditch and duiing their return to the bat- 
tenes occasioned a seven loss 

The failure ot these attempts dcteimincd the Commandei in Chief to carry the 
approaches close to the sunoundmg ditch, by which means it was his Excellency's 
expectation that the obstacles wlncli had hithcito pi evented our success would be 
effectually ovcicome 

Ills Excellency accoidnigly stationed the army m a new position on the southern 
.side ot the town and lecunimenccd the opciations of the siege 

Shoitlv aftci the failun. of the second assault an action took, place between a 
detachment of the Butish tiuoph and the whole foice ot the enemy’s cavaliy sup¬ 
posed by a body of mtantiy with guns, which affnnled additional pioof ot the 
supenonty of the Bntisli nms when opposed to the enemy in the field 

A laige supply of piovisions having been collected at Muttia foi the use of the 
army befoic Bhuitpoie, lus Lxcollcncv the Commandei-m-Cbict detached a party 
of the 1st legimunt ot natre cavalry and one battalion ot native intantiy under 
the command ot Captain Welsh of tliL native caviliy, foi the purpose of pro¬ 
tecting the convoy on its maich to Ins Excellency's camp On the morning of 
the 2Jidot Januuy, the convoy was attacked on its much at the distance of 
about eight miles trom the Butish camp by a considerable body of infantry with 
guns and by the whole of the united toicc ot cavalry belonging to Jeswunt Boo 
Holkar, Meei Khan and Bappojee Scmdiah The British troops took post 
in a village wheic they lcsia ted with success the attack of the whole of theeneray’s 
cavaliy 

The fire of thp contending tioops being heaid m the Butish camp, the Com- 
mandor-in-Clnef oideicd a party of cavalry, consisting of his Majesty’s 27th light 
diagoons and the 2d legimcnt ot nativo cavaliy undei the command of Lieut- 
Colonel Need to advance to the support ot the Convoy, and his Excellency fol¬ 
lowed m peison with .the whole ot the cavalry m camp As soon os Lieut- 
Colonel Need’s detachment appeared, the party ot Butish tioops in the village 
charged the enemy and routed them with gieat slaughtei, taking four guns with 
their tumbuls and nearly forty stand of colours The party commanded by 
Lieut-Colonel Need also subsequently charged the enemy’s troops and com¬ 
pleted their defeat, Meer Khan who commanded the infantiy in person with 
difficulty escaped in disguise 

The loss of the British detachment consisted of two officeis wounded and only 
two privates kdled and twenty wounded 

The Commander-in-Chief has expressed his high approbation of the gallantry 
judgement, and activity manifested by Captain Welsh on the occasion 

On the 29 th of January the Commander-in-Chief agoifi moved out with the 
whole of tjie cavalry and two coips of ipfantiy, fpr the purpose of protecting s a 
large convoy which was on its march from Agra to join his Excellency’s camp 
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undei an escoit of seveial battalions of native infantiy, -which had been detached 
from the aimy for that purpose 

This convoy chiefly consisted of a large supply of provisions, treasuie, ammuni¬ 
tion and militaiy stoies of eveiy description lequisite foi the piosecution of the 
siege of Bhurtpore, and its arrival was an object of gieat impoitance and of pio- 
portionate anxiety to the mind of the Commander m-Chief 

The enemy an are of the importance of this convoy and of the inconvenience 
which would be occasioned to the Bntish aimy by its loss, deteimincd to assault 
it on its appioach With this view the whole ot the enemy s united cavalry had 
occupied a position near the load from Agia awaiting the appioach of the convoy 
The design of the enemy, howevei, was complete]} frustiated by the vigilance 
and activity of his Excellency the Commander m Chief who amved neai the 
enemy’s position a few houis beloie the Bntish convoy 

The amval of the Bntish detachment under his Excellency’s command, in¬ 
duced the enemv to reheat with piecipitation The Commandei in Chief at¬ 
tempted to charge the enemy’s tioops, but the lapidity oi their flight lcndeied 
impracticable every effort to overtake them The couvoy arrived in camp m per¬ 
fect safety on the evening of the 30th of January 

On the 8th of Febiuaiy, the Commander-in Chief leceived infoimation that 
Meer Khan had maiched with a loice of between ten and fifteen thousand cavaliy 
towards the Jumna with the intention ot ciossing that livei and plundeung the 
British provinces m that quaitei IIis Excellency immediately detached a force 
consisting of thiee legiments of European light diagoons, tlnee legiments of 
native cavalry and the hoise aitilleiy under the command of Majoi-Geneial Smith 
in puisuit of the enemy Geneial Smith marched on the 8th for Muttra, at 
which place he crossed the Jumna by a budge of boats on the 9th ot Febiuary, 
and proceeded with the greatest expedition in puisuit of the enemy who had 
crossed at a ford a little below Muttra on the 7th The enemy pursued a north - 
easteily couise up the Doab towards the Ganges and endeavoured to moss that 
nver at different places, but for some time without success 

On the 14th of February, Meei Khan effected his passage acioss the Ganges 
and entered Rohilcund with his whole foice directing his maich to Moradabad 
The puncipal station in the district of that name and the seat of the court of 
justice and the treasury 

Meer Khan amved at Moiadabad on the 16th ot Febiuaiy Measures of 
precaution had been adopted by the civil ofliceis of government at Moiadabad foi 
the preseivation of the tieasure, of the lecoids of the couit, and those of the 
collector’s office, and for their own security, and that of then families and the 
other European inhabitants of the place, they retired into a house belonging to 
Mr Leycestei the Acting Collector of the district, which had been rendeied capa¬ 
ble of defence by the constiuction of a wall and a ditch 

The only troops at the station consisted of about 360 sepoys of the piovincial 
battalion who were commanded by Lieutenant Wilkinson These troops received 
the enemy on the parade of their coips, but aftei some skumishing with the 
enemy, were compelled to letne before the enemy’s superioi numbers, and effected 
their retreat with great regularity to the house to which the civil office] s had 
letired A few sepoys ot this party were killed and wounded, duung the day 
Meer Khan’s troops burned the cantonments of the piovincial corps and the 
public stations of most of the European inhabitants of the place, and also took 
possession of the town of Moradabad On the 17th they surrounded and attacked 
Mr Leycester's house A party of irregular troops which had been laised for the 
purpose of assisting in the defence of the place deserted to the enemy with the 
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sepoys ot the pro\incml coips above mentioned and three small pieces of cannon 
The paity in the house maintained a successful defence against various attempts 
on the put of the enemy to cany the place by assaultj and the enemy was re¬ 
pulsed with consideiahle loss I he enemy pi cpaied for auothei assault on the 
evening ot the sime di\, but the information which reached Meei Khan of the 
appioach ot Major-Geneial Smith, induced him to abandon his design and after 
lemaimng undei aims dunng the night, the enemy decamped at 3 o’clock in the 
morning General Smith w ho had u ossed the Ganges on the 15th at a ford paiallel 
to Moiadabad, aiuvcdonthc ground which the enemy had occupied on the 18tli 
The enemy plui dued some houses in the town ot Moiadabad and committed 
venous outi.iges 

The conduct of Mi I mccstei and of the otliei officcis of government at Moia¬ 
dabad in the delence of the post which they occupied, has mented the expiession 
of the high appiobation of the Govcinoi Geneial-in Council 

Mcci Khan pioccedcd towaids Cashccpoie, a place situated to thenoith east 
of Moi€idabci(l neai the hills and was puisued by Majoi-Geneial Smith, who 
passed Rampoio the capital of the Jaggeei of the descendants and followers of 
the late llolulla Chief Fy/ Oollah Khan, when Gcneial Smith had an interview 
with the Isaboli Nussei Oollah Khan, the Regent of Rampore Meer Khan 
having fled undei the hills into a countiy of difficult access mto which Geneial 
Smith could not puisue him, General Smith deemed it advisable to halt in a 
position by which he should be able to covei the cities of Baieilly, Moiadabad, and 
Pillebeat, fiom any attempt of the enemy to puisue him as soon as he should 
ogam entei the open count! y 

The Govcrnoi-Genual in Council deems ltpiopei to inteirupt the narrative of 
transactions in Rohilcund foi the puipose of communicating the operations of the 
aimy hetoie Bhurtpoie 

On the 11th of Tcbiuaiy the mam bodv of the army undu the command of 
Major-Geneial Jones, which had advanced fiuin Guzerat, formed a junction with 
the army of the Commandci-in Chief, and encamped in a position in the vicinity 
of the giound occupied by the army of Bengal 

Hie remaindei of the foicc from Guzeiat undei the command of Lieut -Colonel 
Holmes, was advancing with a convoy of treasure and stores by a different route, 
and at the peuod of the latest advices was amved at Rampoia 

On the 2l)th of February the advanced state of the opciations against the town 
of Bhurtpoie appeared to the Commander ln-Clnef to render it advisable to as¬ 
sault the place without furthoi dday On that day his Excellency made prepara¬ 
tions for the attack The paity destined to stoyn the bleach was formed of the 
greatei part ot the Euiopean mfantiy belonging to the Bengal army and thiee 
battalions ot bepoys undei the command of Lieut Colonel Don Another party 
consisting of 200 men, his Majesty’s 8Gth regiment, and one battalion of Bengal 
native infantry under the command of Captain Grant of the foimei coips, was 
ordeied to attack the enemy's trenches and guns on the outside of the town, while 
a third column composed of 300 men from his Majesty’s 65th legiment and two 
battalions of Bombay native infantry was destined to attack one of the gates of the 
place which was undemtood to be accessible Hie attack conducted by Captain 
Grant entirely succeeded, and the British tioops obtained possession of the 
enemy’s guns which were biought into camp The Governor-General is con¬ 
cerned to state that neither of the other attacks succeeded The ditch was found 
to be so deep as to render the approach of the storming party under the command 
of Lieut -Colonel Don to the breach impracticable The troops then attempted 
to ascend one of the bastions of the town but without success, and after repeated 
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endeavours to ascend, was finally compelled to desist The column under the 
command of Lieut Colonel Tayloi which was mtended to attack the gate was de¬ 
tained a considerable time on its march, and was eaily exposed to a most heavy 
and destiuctive file fiom the town which destroyed the ladders and lendered every 
attempt to succeed by assaulting the gate irapi acticable Lieut Colonel Taylor, 
theiefore, was compelled to withdraw his men until he leceived orders to letuin 
to camp The Commandei m-Chief has expieased his opinion of the conduct of 
Lieut Colonel Don and of Captain Giant and the tioops undei thur command m 
terms of the greatest approbation 

The failure of this attempt to coiry the town by assault having been occasioned 
m a great degree by the occunence ot unexpected accidents and delays, and the 
Commander m-Chief having reason to suppose that a few liouis moie battering 
would rendei perfectly piacticable the bastion which oui tioops had attempted to 
escalade, his Excellency determined to lenew the attack on the following day 

The stoiming party consisted of the whole of the European foice and two batta¬ 
lions ot Native infantry from the aimy of Bengal and the gi eater pait of his 
Majesty’s 65th and 86th regiments, the Gienadiei battalion and the flank compa¬ 
nies, and another battalion ot Native infantry fiom the aimy of Bombay The 
whole was commanded by the lionouiable Colonel Monson, and moved out to the 
attack at three o’clock m the afternoon of the 21st of Tebiuaiy 

The troops engaged m the attack with the most determined zeal and biavery, 
but then utmost exertions to gain the top of the breach were unsuccessful, and 
aftei successive attempts, which were continued with un abating aidoul dunng two 
houis, were compelled to retne with a severe loss of officers and men It is with 
the deepest concern that the Governor-General in Council announces to your 
honourable Committee this furthei failure m the attempt to caiiy Bhuitpoie by 
assault, and his Excellency m Council extremely laments the loss of the many 
biave officers and men who have fallen on this occasion, although the exertions of 
the troops have not been attended with success, they have not on any occasion 
displayed a gi eater degree of gallantry and steadiness, and the Commander m- 
Chief has expressed the highest approbation of the conduct of Lieut Colonel 
Monson and ot all the troops engaged in the assault 

The causes of the lepcated failuies in the attempts upon Bhuitpore have not 
yet been fully stated to the Governoi Geneial in Council, and will lequue fuither 
investigation 

On the 24th of February the Commander-in Chief took up a new position on 
the north east side of Bhurtpore, and his Excellency is prepared to xc commence 
operations against that place as soon as he shall have received supplies of stores 
and ammunition which are advancing towards the aimy fiom the stations within 
the Company’s provinces at which they had been collected The Commandei-m- 
Chief expi esses a confident hope of obtaining possession of Bhuitpore befoie the 
conclusion of the season for active militaiy opeiations m that quarter of India 

The Rajah of Bhurtpofe howevei, aware that the exertions ot the British forces 
mtlst ultimately be successful and that the utter destruction of bis power must be 
the consequence of our success, despatched on the 25th of February a lettei to hiS 
Excellency the Commandei -in Chief, proposing an accommodation with the British 
Government 

In that lettei the Rajah* of Bhurtpbre indirectly acknowledged the treachery of 
hiB conduct, eXpi eased an earnest desire to be restored to the fiiendslnp of the 
British Government, and offered, under proper encouragement, to proceed to the 
British camp, m his leply to that letter the Commander m-Chief apprized the 
the Rajah of Bhuitpore that if the Rajah was sincerely disposed to maintain in fu- 
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tuie Ins fidelity to the Bntish Government, and would consent to reimburse the 
expenses to which the Bntish Government had been exposed by the consequences 
of Ins conduct, the Ryah might lepan to the Bntish camp, and would be admitted 
to a peison il communication with his Excellency the Commandci-in-Chief In his 
leply to tli it letter, liowcvei, the Rajah signified that he had duected a person in 
Ins confidence to attend Ins Excellency I he Commander m-Chief therefoie re¬ 
plied, by advuting to tlic Rajah’s deviation horn the tenor of his own proposition, 
and by intimating that the msmcoiity ol the Rajah would picclude all confidence 
in the lepiescntntiom, ol Ins agents 

In his icplics to the llajah of Bliuitpoic’s lcttcis, the Commander-in Chief pur¬ 
posely avoided au\ explicit dcclai ition ol the turns on which the Rajali might be 
pennittcd to ictain inv poition of his founcr powei and lesouiccs, andiequircd 
as a prclimniaiy condition his consent to afloid to the Bntish Government com¬ 
pensation for the expenses w Inch lie had occasioned 

The terms of accommodation which hib Excellency the Commandei 111 -Chief 
deems it .ulvisiblc at a piopu seison to piopose to the Rajah of Bhuitpoie are, 
1st That he shall be cunlumcd in the possession of teaitory, yielding an annual 
revenue ol fiom ten to twilve lies ol nipccs indly That he shall suirender the 
foitress of Dug, and its dependent temtoiy, Ec ndly That he shall leimburse 
to the exunt of Ins means, the expenses which lus conduct lias occasioned 

The Commandei-in Clncl was ol opinion that undei actual cncumstanccs these 
teims weic piopoitionably advantageous both to the Rajali of Bhuitpoie and the 
Bntish Gov eminent To tliL Rajali, by enabling him to avoid the ertiemity of 
ruin, and to the Bntish Government, by dcpiiving Holkar at an eaily period ol 
time, ot the only icmaimng bulwaih ol Ins powei 
The Govcinoi-General had previously tiansmitted to his Excellency the Com- 
mandcr-in-Cliief a commmuc ition ol lus sentiments with legard to the expediency 
of detaching the llajah of Bhuitpoie hom tliL mteiests ol Ilolhai, and to the most 
desnable teims ot accommodation with the Rajah 

On the leceipt of the plan proposed by the Commander m-Chief, the Governor- 
General tiansmitted fuithci instiuctiona for the conduct of the negotiation m the 
event of its lenewal It ippcaicd to Ins Excellency the Governoi-General to be 
necessary to state tlie conditions which Ins Excellency considers to be indispensable 
undei any engagement which might be concluded with that chieftain 
Those conditions have been by the Goveinor-Gcncrol stated to be— 

1st lhat tho Itnjah of Bhuitpoie should tuinish such security as the Comman- 
der-in-Cluet should deem satisfactoiy for the exact fulfilment of the engagement 
which he might conclude with the British power 
2ndly That the Rajah ot Bhurtpoi e should completely abandon the cause of Jes- 
wunt Rao Holkar, that he should withhold from Jeswunt Rao Holkai every specieB 
of resource within his power to contioul, and that he should unite with the Bntish 
Government in endeavounng to expel Jeswunt Rao Holkar and his troops fiom the 
limits of his possesssions 

3dly That the Rajah of Bhurtpore should indemnify the British Government to 
a certain extent, for the expenses to winch we have been exposed in the prosecu¬ 
tion of hostilities against tbo Rajah of Bhurtpoic and Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
His Excellency the Commander-in Chief has been requested to exerciBe his judg¬ 
ment, in determining the extent of the compensation to be demanded With a 
view however to afford to the Rajah of Bhuitpoie, an additional inducement to 
adhere to the faith of his engagements, the Governor-General suggested to his 
Excellency the expediency of intimating to the Rajah that the British Government 
would be disposed to consent that the payments should be gradual, and should 
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admit of a future reduction in the stipulated amount of compensation in proportion 
to the zeal and fidelity which the Rajah should manifest in fulfilling the conditions 
of his engagements 

4thly That the fortress of Deig and the territory dependant upon it, should 
continue m the possession of theBntish Government until peace should have been 
completely established in India 

The permanent possession of that fortiess and teintory did not appeal to the 
Governoi General to be an object of sufficient impoitance to hazaid foi the sake of 
its attainment, the advantage of detaching the RnjahofBhuitpoie fiom the interests 
of Jeswunt Rao Holkar 

On these conditions the Governoi General signified to the Commander-in-Chief 
his disposition to confiim the Rajah of Bhurtpore in the possession of all the ter 
ntory which he occupied at the commencement of the present wai, with the 
exceptiofi of the districts gianted to him by his Excellency the Commandcr-in- 
Chief after the last war, as (stated in a former paiagiaph of this despatch) and 
lately resumed by the British Government 
r lhe Governoi General fuither signified to the Comraandei m-Chief, that in the 
opinion of the Governoi-General it was extremely important to stipulate with the 
Rajah of Bhurtpore for the payment of an annual tubutc, but that the exigency of 
the stipulation was not such as to requne that it should be rcndeied an indispen¬ 
sable condition of the pioposed arrangement 
The Governoi General in Council is disposed to ciedit the actual disposition of 
the Rajah of Bhiutpoie to effect an accommodation with the British powei, and 
deems it highlj piobable that when the Bntish aimy shall have leceived ficsh 
supplies for the renewal of the siege of Bhurtpore, the Rajah will submit to the 
proposed conditions 

The Governor-Geneial in Council has stated that Meer Khan had been driven 
under the hills in Rohilcund, and that Major-Geneial Smith was piepaied to le- 
new his pursuit as soon as the enemy should quit his position 

Meei Khan having aftei a few days quitted his position under the hills and pio- 
ceeded towards the Ganges, Majoi-General Smith matched again on the 24th of 
February in the du ection of Moradabad 

Meer Khan marched foi some days in a noith-wcsteily direction, and appeared 
to entertain the nitention of lecrossing the Ganges at some ford near Hurdwar, 
but suddenly changed his route and leturnecl to the south-west in the duection of 
the hills, when the intelligence which he leceived of the appioach of Geneial 
Smith's detachment induced him again to move to the north west, and on the 1st 
of March he encamped between Shaucole and Ufsulgurh 

On the morning of the 2nd, Major-General Smith having left his camp and 
baggage at Shaircote undei charge of the rear guard of his detachment, and of the 
3rd regiment nati\e cavali y, made a foi ced march with the lemamder of the de 
tachment, and on the afternoon of that day overtook the force of the enemy, 
consisting of a large body of cavalry and a corps of infantry 

Meer Khan having leceived mfoimation of the approach of Majoi Geneial Smith 
at ten o’clock m the morning, despatched the baggage of his troops and remained 
with the principal part of his foice, with the view to cover the retreat of the bag¬ 
gage Major General Smith immediately attacked the enemy, a body of infantry 
attempted to charge the British cavalry but was completely destroyed", the cavalry 
of the enemy also charged and attempted to penetrate our line, but were repulsed 
with loss Aftei the destiuction of the infantry the cavalry fled, pursued to some 
distance bj the Bntish troops The loss sustained by the enemy was veiycon 
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sideiable, and many of the pimcipal officers vveie killed and wounded Of the 
British foice, only foui utliras and toity-thice men wcie wounded, and nine men 
killed 

Mccr Khan, having collected his cavaliy attei tlie action, appeals to have pio- 
ceeded towards Cnshcepoie, and fiom thence to Moiidabid He ne\t pioceeded 
to Chondovvsy, a considciahle town situated in a diiection south west hom Moia- 
dabad Mcci Khan is stated to have levied an mconsidciable contribution on 
Chandowsy, and to have entu tamed a design ot pioccednig flora thence to Baieilly 
A considerable detaehment ol native mfantiy, hovevei, uildci the command of 
Colonel Grucbci, which had Piiteitel Rohilcuntl shoitly aftci Meci khan’s attempt 
on Moiodulmd, having in uched to B ucillv, cftectually seem cd that impoitant city 
fiom any dangei liom the cnemv 

Majoi-Geneial Smith eontiuncd to puisue the enemy, who on healing of the 
appioath ot thcBntish detachment changed his 1 oute, otter having advanced a 
shoit distance on the mad to Bareillv, and ictuined in a noith westerly direction , 
and on the 10th ot Mai eh encamped neai Amrooah 
On that dav a party ot 900 niegulai hoise and 400 Rohillahs, which had been 
detached to Moiadibad by Colonel Bum, who commanded a detachment sta¬ 
tioned on the light bonk ot the Ganges toi the dctencc ot the toids on that nvci, 
was suiroundcd at a village neai Amiooah hy the whole of Mcci Khan's toice 
The party in the villige lepulscd several attempts of the enemy to dislodge it 
with considerable loss, and maintained its giound duung the whole of the 10th 
Colonel Bum, who had lcceived infoimation on the morning ot the 10th of the 
situation of the detachment, eiossed the Ganges and maiched to its lelief, and 
an iv cd at the village wheie oui paity had taken post attei a maich ot twenty- 
eight miles On the ainval of Colonel Bum’s toice, the troops of the enemy 
fled On the following day, Colonel Burn having reeeived intelligence that a laige 
party of hoise and toot had been left in the icai with the baggage of the enemy, 
detached the irregular cavaliy undci Ins command toi the puipose ot attacking 
that force The cavalry completely succeeded in defeating the tioops of the 
enemy, destroying 500 of their uumbei, and captuied the whole of then baggage, 
and barms 

After this defeat, Meei Khan pursued his route to the Ganges, and on the 
13th of Maich reciossed that nvei at the foid by which he had enteied Rohilcund 
with the whole of his force, pursued by Majoi-Geneial Smith No doubt can be 
enteitaincd of Meer Khan's intention to continue his flight acioss the Jumna 

The Governor General in Council has gieat satisfaction in statmg to your 
honourable Committee that the hopes which Mcer Khan may have enteitamed ot 
exciting a general insuri action m llohilcund have been completely disappointed 
No peison of family reputation, oi influence, even among those ot his own tribe 
has joined his standaid Rohilcund abounds with needy adventuiers, who pos¬ 
sessing no legular and established means of subsistence, aie disposed to join the 
standard of any rebel or invader Few, if any, even ot that dcsuiption of persons 
have been induced to follow the fortune of Meer Khan It appeaiB that by 
persons of lcspectability and rank among tlie Rohillas, Meei Khan is not held,in 
any degree of estimation, his foice is of the most contemptible kind, scaicely 
bettei than a meic banditti, and no permanent mischief can be effected by it 

The General body of tlie inhabitants ot Rohilcund entertain sentiments of the 
highest respect for the British Government, and a just sense of the power and 
stability of the Bntish empne in India, and aie attached to the interests of the 
British Government by an e\pei lence of the benefits resulting from the mild and 
equitable system of its administration 
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To the operation of these sentiments may he ascribed the failure of the unre¬ 
mitted exertions ot the agents of Meei Khan to excite among the tube of Rohil- 
las a spmt of insuirection, and to induce any peisons ofianh andchaiactei to join 
his standard 

The conduct of the Nawaub Nussei Oollah Ivban, the lcgent of Rampoie, has 
been eminently distinguished dunng the late occuirences in Rohilcund by a firm 
and zealous attachment to the mteiests of the Butish Government Attempts 
weie made by Meer Ivlian to shake the allegiance of Nussei Oollah Ivhan, the 
Nawaub howevei imanably communicated to Mi Scton, the agent of the Gover- 
noi-Geneial in the ceded piovinces, the lctteis which he lcccived liom Meei Khan 
and accompanied these communications with assurances of lus fidelity and attach¬ 
ment 

The Goveinoi-General in Council has deemed it proper to addiess a lettci of 
approbation and encouiagement to Nusse» Oollah Khan, -md to testify in the most 
public and honouiablc niunnei the sentiments cnteitaincd by the Butish Govern¬ 
ment of'thc ments of his conduct 

The repoits leceived fiom Mi Seton of the geneial disposition manifested 
by the inhabitants of Baieilly dunng the late transactions in Rohilcund, have satis¬ 
fied the Governoi Geneial in Council that whate\ei may be the sentiments and 
conduct ol a few individuals, the body of the inhabitants including all those who 
aie eminent foi lank, lespectability of chaiactei, and influence in the piovince, 
unite in a sense of the benefits which they den\e from the protection of the Butish 
Government No evil theiefore has lesulted fiom this uruption into the piovince 
of Rohilcund, except a temporal y loss of levcnue, the nocessaiy consequence of 
the depicdations which uniformly maik the piogiess of such lawless banditti, and 
expenence of the little advantage 01 honour to he derived fiom such attempts to 
distuib our possessions, will piobably discourage futuie enterpiizes of a similar 
natuie But in any event all such attempts will he effectually frustrated as soon 
as our tioops can be disposed at their piupei stations 

On a consideration of all the transactions wluclj have been lecoided m the pre¬ 
ceding nanative, combined with the actual condition of our internal and external 
relations, the Governor-General in Council has no leason to doubt the accom¬ 
plishment of the expectations, which in oui despatch of the 13th of July the 
Goveinor-Geneial m Council has expiessed with regard to the benefits to be de¬ 
rived fiom the geneial arrangements of the peace concluded with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Beiai The fundamental principles of that policy 
which legulatcd the measures of the Butish Government in flaming those arrange¬ 
ments which must constitute the basis of the powei and security of the British 
Empue in India, cannot be consideied to be affected by the circumstances of 
the existing contest with Ilolkai and his paitizans The immediate effect of that 
extended system of political connection which is indisputably requisite for the 
peimanent establishment of general peace and tranquillity thioughout India, must 
necessanly be to deprive of employment that numerous class of military adven- 
tureis, who have hitherto derived subsistence from the wars and contests of the 
various discordant and unconnected powers of India To the operation of this 
cause must be ascubed the facility with which Holhar and his partisans have been 
enabled without any pecuniary or temtonal resources to assemble and maintain a 
numerous horde of lieebooters But the gradual and certain operation of those 
principles on which is founded the existing system of our political relations, must 
ultimately tend to subdue the characteristic habits and dispositions of those rude 
and pi edatory classes, and to encourage the cultivation of the arts of peace, and 
industry thioughout eveiy state m India 
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The powei uf lcsAuint Ilao Ilolkai is destitute ot any solid foundation, and of 
every clement of an established Government, and although undei actual cucura* 
stances the 13ntis.li Government is still undei the necessity ol maintaining our 
armies in the in.Id dining an unexpected penod ot time, no conclusions can be 
deduced hom the piescnt sitmtion ol affaus, of a natuic to justify a doubt of the 
ultimate establishment ot tint system ot gencial peace and security throughout 
India, to winch the views and mcasuics ot tins government have been umfoimly 
duected 

We have the honour to be, 
honouiahle Sns, 

voui most faitlitul humble seivxnts, 
Wlilcslly 
G II Bartow 
G Udny 


No III 

To the FJonoin able the Seoet Committee of the Jlonoinablt the Court of 

Da txtoi s 


Honourable Sir's, Foit William, May 13,1805 

1 The Goveinor-Gcneial in Council has the honoui to 
communicate to youi honouiable Committee by a despatch 
oveiland, a nanative ot occuncnccs connected with the pio- 
giess of opciations against the powei of Jeswunt Rao 
Holhai, continued fiom the latest advices which had been 
leceivcd by the Govemoi-Gencial m Council on the 24th of 
March, the date of oui last despatch to youi honouiable 
Committee 

2 Meei Khan aftei re-ciossing the Ganges, as stated 
in oui lettei of the 21th of Maich, moved down the 
Doab and was puisued by Majoi-Geneial Smith with the 
Butisli cavaliy. In his flight Meei Khan attempted to 
plundei the town of Hauper m the Doab, but was ie- 
pulsed by the spmted exeitions of the Auiml of the distuct 
Duimg Iub progie&s tlnough the Doab be does not appeal 
to have effected any senous mjuiy to the country through 
which he passed 

3 On the 20th of Maich, Meei Khan crossed the 
Jumna at a fold to the southward of Muttia, and proceeded 
to the vicinity of Bhurtpoie During the flight of Meer 
Khan through the Doab, his followers deserted him in 
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great numbeis, and it is stated that aftei he had ciossed the 
Jumna, his foice did not exceed a few hundied hoise 

4 Majoi-Geneial Smith having effected the expulsion of 
Meei Khan fiom the Butish temtoiies, pioceeded to Bhuit- 
poie and joined the aimy on the 23d of Maich 

5 Duung this penod the cavaliy of Jeswunt Rao Holkai 
was encamped in tlie neighbouihood of Bliuitpoie in sepa¬ 
rate divisions of small foice The absence of the Butish 
cavaliy m puisuit of Meei Khan depnved the Commandei- 
m Chief of the means of dislodging oi destioying any of 
these paities On the junction of the cavaliy, howevei, with 
the main aimy, his Excellency deteimined to endeavoui to 
suipuse the cavaliy of Holkai 

6 Accoidmgly on the 29th of Maich, the Commandei-in- 
Chief maiched with a column of cavaliy and a column of 
mfantiy with the view of smpusing two of the puncipal 
divisions of Holkai’s cavaliy The mfantiy and cavaliy 
pioceeded lespectively by diffeient loutes towaids the en¬ 
campment of the enemy, but the enemy having received m- 
foimation of the appioach of the Butish tioops, was pie- 
pared foi flight The tioops of Jeswunt Rao Holkai suf- 
feied some loss fiom the fne of the mfantiy and a charge 
was effected by the cavaliy, by which about 300 of the 
enemy weie destioyed, and a considerable quantity of bag¬ 
gage and cattle fell into the hands of the Butish tioops 
Aftei this attack the Butish detachment returned to camp 

7. On the 1st of Apnl, the Commandei-m-Chief having 
leceived intelligence that Holkai had assembled the gieatei 
pait of his mfantiy and cavaliy at a position distant about 
sixteen miles fiom Bhuitpoie, his Excellency deteimined to 
make anothei attempt to suipuse his camp With this view 
his Excellency maiched at one o’clock on the morning of 
the 2nd of Apiil with the whole of the cavaliy, the horse 
aitilleiy and the leseive of the aimy towaids the enemy’s 
position 

8 The Commandei-m-Chief arrived in the neighbouihood 
of the enemy befoie day-bieak, and immediately made his 
dispositions foi the attack 

9 The enemy had leceived intelligence of the appioach 
of the British tioops about two hours before, and was 
posted round a high village in a strong position. On the 
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appioach of the Butish tioops the enemy endeavouied to 
escape, but wis chaiged by the Butisli tioops m eveiy 
ducction with success and sufteied scveie loss The Butish 
cavahy continued the puisuit until the enemy was entnely 
dispel sed The enemy is said to have lost moie than 1000 
men on this occasion 

10 On the leluin of the Commandei-in-Cliief towaids his 
camp, a body of the enemy’s inf anti y which was obseived 
moving m the woods which sun omul the town of Bliuit- 
poie was oveitaken and cliaiged by a squacbon of Ins 
Majesty's 8th light diagoons Aftei sustaining some loss, 
the enemy’s tioops thiew down tlieir aims and weie made 
pnsoneis The colouis of this coips weie captuied and it 
piovecl to be a paity which had quitted Meei Klian and 
w r as pioceedmg to oftei its sei vices to Runjeet Sing the 
Rajah of Bhuitpoie 

11 The Conunandei-ln-Chicf leached the Butish camp 
at one o’clock, aftei having peifonned a maicli including the 
pui suit of the enemy of fifty miles 

12 Heinaut Sing the Chailah of Jeswunt Rao Holkai 
and the peison who commanded Holkai’s mfantiy in the 
memoiable battle of Deig, having taken up a position ncai 
Dolepoie with the lemains of Holkai’s mfantiy and guns, 
and with a paity of that chieftam’s cavaliy undei the com¬ 
mand of Bappojee Scindiah, a detachment composed of 
sixteen companies of newly laisecl Sepoys, a battalion of 
megulai infantiy and a paity of megulai lioise undei the 
command of Captain Royle was detached fiom Agia to dis¬ 
lodge linn. On the 30th of Maicli Captain Royle’s detach¬ 
ment came up with the cavali y of the enemy undei Bappoojee 
Scindiah and completely defeated it 

13 On the 8th of Apnl, Captain Royle leceived mfoima- 
tion that the puncipal body of Heinaut’s foice, consisting of 
between 3 and 4000 men, mfantiy and cavaliy, with tlnee 
guns, occupied a 3tiong position undei the walls of the foi- 
tified town of Adaulutnaghur having the town m its leai, 
and its front and flanks coveied by deep lavmes occupied 
by troops Captain Royle with gieat spmt and judgement 


* A species of domestic bondsman, often of elevated station 
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immediately formed his detachment, and advancing against 
a heavy and well duected die fiom the enemy’s aitilleiy and 
infantiy, compelled the enemy to abandon his guns, and to 
letieat with the loss of all his aitilleiy and baggage The 
iiiegulai hoise pm sued the enemy and killed gieat numbeis 
of the fugitives On this occasion moie than twenty stands 
of colouis and a gieat numbei of musquets of Euiopean 
manufactuie, matchlocks, guns, spikes, &c &c weie cap¬ 
tured The conduct of the troops on this occasion was 
highly exemplaiy 

14 On the 10th of Apul, the detachment of the aimy 
of Bombay undei the command of Lieut -Colonel Holmes 
which was advancing fiom Guzeiat and had ainved at Ram- 
pooiah as stated m oui despatch of the 24th of Maicli, 
maiched into the Bntish camp befoie Bhuitpoie Colonel 
Holmes’s detachment escoited a large and valuable convoy 
jof piovisions and stoies, and tieasure to a laige amount 
foi the use of the aimy of Bombay undei the command of 
Majoi-Geneial Jones Lieut-Colonel Holmes did not ex- 
penence any material mtenuption on his maich and did not 
meet any pait of the enemy’s foice aftei he left Kota 

15 In our despatch of the 24th of Maich, the Goveinqi- 
Geneial m Council had the honoui to appuze youi honour¬ 
able Committee that the Rajah of Bhuitpoie had made 
oveituies of accommodation to his Excellency the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief, and the Goveinoi-Genei al in Council also 
stated to youi honourable Committee in that despatch, the 
substance of the instructions with which the Commandei-in- 
Chief had been furnished on the subject of the teims which 
the Govemoi-Geneial m Council was disposed .to giant to 
the Rajah of Bhuitpoie His Excellency the Commandei- 
m-Chief having been induced by the entreaties of Rajah 
Runjeet Sing to consent to leceive vakeels to be despatched 
by that chieftain foi the express .puipose of adjusting the 
teims of accommodation, vakeels weie despatched and amved 
in the camp of the Commander-m-Chief on the 28th of Maich 
The detail of the negotiations which .ensued will be commu¬ 
nicated to youi honourable Committee by a lettei fiom the 
Governoi-Geneial in Council, which will be foi warded on the 
Teignynouth Company’s niiped cruizei now under despatch 
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By the piesent despatch which pioceeds oveiland, the Go- 
veinoi-Geneial deems it sufficient m addition to thissummaiy 
statement, to tiansimt to joui honomable Committee a copy 
of the tieaty wl ich was finally concluded with Rajah Runjeet 
Smg on the 17tli of Apul Youi honouiahle Committee Will 
obsene that the teims of tlint engagement are m confoinuty 
to the spmt of those which weie piescubed by the mstiuc- 
tions to the Coininandci-in-Chief of the 19th of March, 
a copy of which accompanied om despatch of the 24tli of 
the same month 

10 The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council deeming the con¬ 
ditions of the tieaty to be m eveiy lespect honouiable and 
advantageous to the Bntish Government, has latified that 
engagement 

17 The son of the Rajah of Bhuitpoie airived m the 
British camp on the 11th of Apul as an hostage, and con¬ 
tinues to attend his Excellency the Conunandei-m-Chief 

18 On the 8th of Apul, (all the nnhtaiy stoies lequisite 
for the lesumption of the siege of Bhuitpoie having pre¬ 
viously amved) the Bntish anny moved to the position fiom 
which the Coinmandei-m-Clnef had lesolved to lecoimnence 
the opeiations of the siege of Bhuitpoie, but the necessity 
of lcnewing the siege having been piecluded by the sub¬ 
mission of Rajah Runjeet Smg, the battenng tiam and all 
the unnecessary stoies weie subsequently despatched to 
Agia 

19 By the lepeated defeats which the tioops of Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai have sustained, the nulitaiy powei of that chief¬ 
tain, appeals to be completely 1 educed His foice of In¬ 
fancy has been entirely d^stioyed, and all the artilleiy which 
he possessed accoidmg to the most authentic accounts has 
been captuied, and m consequence of the engagement con¬ 
cluded by Rajah Runjeet Smg with the Bntish Govern¬ 
ment, Jeswunt Rao Holkai has been compelled to quit 
Bhuitpoie and to letire with the lemnant of Ins foice, 
which is said not to exceed 3 oi 4000 men Foi fuithei 
details of these transactions and occunences, the Govemoi- 
General in Council has the honour to refei your honouiable 
Committee to the annexed copy of an extraordinary Gazette 
published on the 23id of Apul 
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20 On the 21st of Apiil, the Butish aimy undei the 
peisonal command of his Excellency the light honouiable 
Loul Lake matched fiom Bhurtpoie and joined the detach¬ 
ment undei the command of Lieut -Colonel Maitmdell The 
object of this movement was to obseive the aimy of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, which had advanced to Subbulguih on the 
Chumbul, foi the ostensible puipose of mediating a peace 
between the Butish Government and Jeswunt Rao Holkai 
By oui latest advices it appeals that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
without attempting any act of hostility, had letieated fiom 
Subbulguih and the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council expects 
that the Butish tioops composing the aimy m Hmdostan 
will soon letne into cantonments Youi honouiable Com¬ 
mittee will be appnzed by a sepaiate lettei of this date that 
the suspicious and unwanantable conduct of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah will foim the subject of a despatch now undei pie- 
paiation to be tiansmitted to youi honouiable Committee by 
the Teignmouth Ciuizei 

We have the honour to be, &c 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow 
G Udny 


No IY 

The Govei not-Genet al tn Council to the Honom able the Sect et Committee 
of the Honouiable the Couit of Duectois 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, 31st May, 1805 

The Goveinor-Geneial m Council’s despatch to youi ho¬ 
nourable Committee of the 24th Maich, contained a detailed 
nairative of the tiansactions and occunences at the couit of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, up to the 7th of that month, the date 
of oui latest advices fiom that court 
The Governor-General m Council has now the honour to 
communicate to youi honourable Committee a statement of 
transactions at that couit, in continuation, and of the pro¬ 
ceedings of this government with leference to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah 
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At the date above mentioned, Doulut Rao Scmdiah ;vai 
encamped m a position about twenty-foui miles noitli^west of 
Seionge, wheie he was detained by the nuptials of the hen 
appaient, the son of the late Maliajee Scmdiah’s daughtei 
On the lltli of Maich, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had lesumed 
Ins maich in the dnection of Naiwai On the 12th of that 
month, the Acting Resident leceived a copj of theGoveinoi- 
Geneial’s mstiuctions to Colonel Close of the 23id Fe 
biuaiy, to which oui despatch of the 24th of Maich lefeis, 
and of which a copy was annexed to that despatch The 
Acting Resident at the same time lecerved the Govemoi- 
Geneial’s lettei to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, to which that 
despatch lefeis, and of which a copy was also tiansmitted to 
youi honouiable Committee 

In confonmty to the spnit of those mstiuctions, the Acting 
Resident veiy piopeily lesumed the exeicise of Ins mmis- 
tenal functions which he had suspended m consequence of 
the act of violence committed against the Residency on the 
25th of Januaiy, and immediately pioceeded to delivei the 
Goveinoi-Geneial’s lettei to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, who ie- 
ceived it m piesence of Ins assembled comt The Acting 
'Resident then pioceeded to visit the mmistei Snjee Rao 
Gbautka and the hen appaient, and was leceived by all with 
the lespect and attention due to Ins official station 

Pieviously to a communication of the substance of the in¬ 
structions which on leceipt of the piecedmg mfoimation 
the Governoi-Geneial in Council tiansmitted to the Acting 
Resident, the Governoi-Genei al in Council deems it neces- 
saiy to adveit to a lettei addressed to the Goveinoi-Ge- 
neial undei the seal of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, containing a 
variety of most extiaoidmaiy and unfounded allegations, 
tending to implicate the justice and good faith of the Bi ltish 
Government in its conduct towaids that chieftain, and also 
to a despatch fiom Colonel Close, containing that officer’s 
lepoit of a communication which he leceived fiom Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s vakeel at the couit of Nagpoie, conespondmg 
m some material points with the lenoi of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah’s lettei In that lettei Dowlut Rao Scmdiah not only 
renewed his claim to the foit and distuct of Gwalior and 
Gohud, which had been foimally and solemnly abandoned 

VOL v M 
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(as is noticed m oui despatch to youi honouiable Committee 
of the 24th Maich, 1805), but on the giound of the unavoid¬ 
able alienation of that foit and temtoiy fiom Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s possessions by the opeiation of the 9th aiticle of 
the treaty of peace, founded a complaint of a violation of that 
treaty on the pait of the Biitish Government The othei 
complaints stated in Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s lettei against 
the Biitish Government aie substantially these, that the 
Biitish Government had neglected to affoid to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah pecumaiy supplies foi the equipment and suppoit 
of his aimies to be employed m co-opeiatmg with the Biitish 
foicesinthe piosecution of hostilities against Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai, and Dowlut Rao Scmdiah actually endeavouied to 
justify the conduct of Bappojee Scmdiah, and Suddasheo 
Rao, (the officeis who commanded that poition of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah’s ainiy which was destined to co-opeiate against, 
Holkai, and whose defection to the enemy was stated in oui 
despatch to youi honouiable Committee of the 21th of Maich) 
by asseiting that Colonel Monson and the Commandei-in- 
Chief had l efused to supply funds foi the payment of the 
tioops undei the command of those officeis That the name 
of the Rajah of Jodepoie was impiopeily mseited m the list 
of tnbutaiies declaied independent of Dowlut Rao Scm¬ 
diah’s government by the 9th aiticle of the tieaty of peace , 
that the Biitish Government had not affoided piotection to 
his dominions against the mcuisions of the enemy’s tioops 
That the pensions payable to ceitam officeis of Scmdiah’s 
government by the teims of the tieaty of peace had not been 
legulaily paid, and that ceitam Jaggeers which weie to be 
lestoied undei that tieaty still continued m the hands of the 
Biitish officeis That the distiicts of Dolepoie and Baiee, 
andRajah-Keiiah, which by the teims of the tieaty of peace 
were to 1 evert to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, had not been ie- 
stored, and the levenue of them had not been paid That 
'Dowlut Rao Scmdiah being prohibited by treaty from sta¬ 
tioning troops in the districts m the vicinity of Ahmednagui 
restoied to him by treaty, the officeis of the Biitish Govern¬ 
ment had neglected to affoid protection to those distiicts 
fiom internal disoiders and fiom piedatory mcuisions, and 
that the levenue collected fiom those districts by British 
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ofliceia horn the date of the tie.it> of peace until then les- 
titution, had not been discliaiged by the Bntish Govern¬ 
ment 

This lettei was elated the 18th of Octobei, at which time 
Scuuliah had not ciohsed the Neibuddah on his loute to 
Saugui It was foi wauled by two messengeis on foot to a 
peuon icsiding at Bcnaics, who dui mg many yeais has held 
the nominal appointment of vakeel, ougmally on the pait of 
the late Mahujec Scindiah, and subsequently on that of 
Dowlut Kao Simdnh, and that vakeel leccived dnections to 
piocecd with the lettei to Calcutta foi the puipose of deli¬ 
vering it m pei son The vakeel did not lepoit his auival 
at Calcutta until the IStli of Febiuaiy, foui months affcei the 
date of the lettei Although tlieie is consideiable leason to 
doubt Dow lut Ilao Scindiah’s knowledge of the contents of 
that extiaoidmaiy lettei, it must have been piepaied under 
the authonty of the chief executive officei of Ins government, 
and the object of its piepaiation appeals to have been, to 
piovide some pictcxt on which to found pioceedmgs of a 
natuie utterly inconsistent with the obligations of tieaty, 
which (as is now asceitamed) Dowlut Rao Scindiah undei 
the influence of pernicious counsels, had lesolved to adopt 
antecedently to the date of Ins lettei Tins supposition is 
confiimcd by the chlatoiy mode adopted by Scmdiali’s mi- 
nisteis foi the tiansmission of the lettei, and by then omitting 
to state to the Resident even at the moment when he im¬ 
puted to Dowlut Rao Sundiah’s government a violation of 
his engagements, any one of the ai tides of complaints which 
weie thus circuitously tiansmitted to the British Govern¬ 
ment, without any attempt to communicate through the ordi¬ 
nal y and lcgulai channel of the Bntish Resident actually at 
that tune m the camp of Scindiah It must have been evi 
dent to Dowlut Rao Scindiah and his mimsteis that the 
Bntish Government would leadily take into consideiation 
and would be disposed to adjust on pnnciples of equity and 
justice, whatever claims might be piefened on the pait of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, excepting such as weie obviously ex¬ 
travagant and unjust. The speedy communication of these 
complaints therefoie to the Bntish Government would have 
produced an adjustment of eveiy depending question at a 
penod of time earlier than was consistent with the insidious 
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views of the court Youi honouiable Committee, howevei, 
will obseive fiom the nanative of the confeiences and nego¬ 
tiations beween the couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the 
Butish Resident, contained m oui despatch of the 24th of 
Maich, that the complaints and allegations stated in that 
chieftam’s lettei weie nevei piefened to the Butish Resi¬ 
dent at his couit A copy of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s lettei 
is annexed to this despatch Notwithstanding the manifest 
object and intention of this lettei, the Goveinoi-Geneial 
deemed it necessaiy to meet these unfounded complaints and 
unjustifiable allegations, not only by demonstiatmg then in¬ 
justice, hut by stating m detail Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s nu- 
meious violations both of the tieaty of peace and of defensive 
alliance 

The Governoi-Geneial specially adveited to the dilatoiy 
and cncuitous mode adopted foi the tiansmission of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s lettei, obseivmg that it was a subject of sm- 
puze and concern that his Highness should not have adopted 
the most expeditious mode of conveying to the Goveinoi- 
Geneial a lettei involving such impoitant consideiations 
That the mode of conveyance which his Highness had 
adopted, appealed to be inconsistent with a desire of leceiv- 
mg the Goveinoi-Geneial’s early leply to the seveial points 
stated in that lettei, and that a conscious sense of the justice 
and equity of the statements and demands contamed m his 
Highness’s lettei, would piobably have been manifested by a 
moie direct and expeditious communication of his Highness’s 
sentiments 

With lefeience to the revival of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s 
claim to the foit and temtoiy of Gwalior and Gohud, the 
Governoi-Geneial obseived, that his Highness had stated 
that claim not only without any reference to the repeated 
discussions of that question between his Highness and his 
mimsteis, and Lieut-Colonel Malcolm, but after that ques¬ 
tion had been completely and'finally adjusted by a formal act 
of lus Highness’s government, and by his own peisonal ac¬ 
ceptance in public Duibar of the list of tieaties confirmed 
by the 9th article of the tieaty of peace The Goveinoi- 
Geneial lenunded his Highness that at a conference liolden 
on the 20th of May, 1804, between his Highness’s chief mi- 
mstei the late Bappoo Wittul and other principal officeis of 
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his go\ eminent and tlie Bntish Resident Mi Webbe, accom¬ 
panied by Lieut-Colonel Malcolm, Bappoo Wittul declared 
m the most solemn mannei on the pmt of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah, tliat the claim to Goliud and Gwalioi had beenentnely 
abandoned, and that the Bntish Resident having expiessed 
a desne to be enabled to lepoit to the Goveinoi-Geneial 
the final adjustment of that question, Bappoo Wittul had 
authoiized tlie Resident m the most unequivocal mannei to 
assuic tlie Goveinoi-Geneial that the claim had been com¬ 
pletely lelinquished by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and that Bap- 
poo Wittul liaung lepoited to Ins Highness that declaiation, 
Dom lut Rao Scmdiah had not only veibally assented to it, 
but had latified it m the most public, foimal, and solemn 
mannei, by leceiMiig fiom the hands of the Bntish Resident 
m his public Duibai, the list of tieaties confiimed by the 
opeiation of the 9th aiticle of the tieaty of peace. 

The Goveinoi-Geneial pioceeded to obseive that undei 
such ciicumstances, it became the duty of the Goveinoi- 
Geneial to lequuc that lus Highness should distinctly con- 
finn by a wntlen mstiument, the declaiation made to the 
Bntish Resident m Ins Highness’s name lelative to Ins claim 
to the possession of Goliud and Gwalioi, and that Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah should distinctly declaie that his Highness 
consideied his acceptance of the list of engagements deli- 
veied into his hands by the Bntish Resident on the 20th of 
May, 1S01*, to constitute a foimal recognition of those en¬ 
gagements, and the Goveinoi-Geneial fiuthei lequested that 
his Highness’s reply to that lcquisition might he immediately 
communicated to his Excellency Lord Lake, at the head 
quarteis of the British army in Hmdostan, and that his 
Highness would declare undei a wntten mstiument tians- 
mitted to Loid Lake, whether lus Highness still pioposed to 
dispute the validity of any of the tieaties which he had 
already solemnly recognized, and paiticulailj whethei he 
pioposed to dispute the validity of the treaty between the 
British Government and the Rana of Goliud 

The Govemor-Geneial furthei declaied, that after the 
ample discussions upon the subjects of Gwalior and Goliud, 
between Lieut -Colonel Malcolm and his Highness’s mmisteis, 
and afitei his Highness’s solemn and public l enunciation of 
his claim to those distucts, confirmed by his formal and 
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public acknowledgment of the validity of the tieaty subsisting 
between the Company and the Rana of Gohud, the Go- 
veinoi-Geneial could not consent to receive fiom his High¬ 
ness any application on the subject of those distucts lesting 
on the giound of his alledged light to the possession of 
them 

The Goveinoi-General, liowevei, deemed it pi opei to state 
m detail all the cncumstances of the question lespectmg 
Gohud and Gwalioi, and to demonsti ate the fallacy of the 
statement upon that subject contained in his Highness’s 
lettei 

The Governoi-Genei al enteied into a lefutation of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah’s extiaoidmaiy complaint of a disiegaid of the 
obligations of tieaty on the pait of the Bntish Government, 
by neglecting to affoi d pecumai y aid to his Highness foi the 
suppoit of his tioops to be employed in conceit with those 
of the Bntish Government against the common enemy The 
Goveinoi-Geneial leminded Dowlut Rao Scmdiah of the 
obligations of the treaty of defensive alliance by which Ins 
Highness was pledged to employ his* utmost exei turns m 
conjunction with the Bntish powei m the piosecution of joint 
war The Goveinoi-Geneial observed, that by the teims of 
that engagement, the Bntish Goveinment was entitled to 
expect fiom his Highness that degiee of assistance m the 
piosecution of the wai, which the state of his Government 
might enable him to affoid , but that the giant of pecumaiy 
aid to his Highness was entnely optional on the part of the 
Bntish Goveinment The Governoi-Geneial fuither ob- 
seived, that it was unnecessaiy to examine whethei his 
Highness was leally pi evented by the embanassed condition 
of his affans fiom affording any aid in the piosecution of the 
war against Holkai That if the lesources of his Highness’s 
goveinment weie exhausted to such a degiee as to be in¬ 
adequate to the supply of the 01 dinary expences of the state, 
it was not reasonable to expect that the Bntish Government 
should provide fiom its own funds foi so enormous a defi¬ 
ciency in his Highness’s lesouices, or m other woids, that 
the chaiges of the tioops m his Highness’s service to be 
employed m the piosecution of the war should be borne by 
the Company, and his Highness possessed no light, founded 
eithei upon the stipulation of any tieaty, 01 upon any pim- 
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ciple of |usticc, to wan ant an expectation that the Bntish 
Government should leplace at its own expense all the loss 
which his Highness had sustained in the wai which he had 
waged against the Bntish powei The Coveinoi-Geneial 
then stated the substance of the discussions which had taken 
place between lus Highness and Ins mimsteis and the Bn- 
tisli Resident on the subject of affoiding to his Highness 
pecumaiy aid, foi the puipose of demonstrating both the ex- 
tiavagancc of his Highness’s expectation with legald to the 
extent of pecumaiy aid to be affoided by the Bntisli Go¬ 
vernment, and the libeial disposition manifested by the Bn- 
tisli Government to ielie\e the immediate exigencies of his 
Higlinesb’s Government 

With lefeicnoc to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s asseition that 
the defection of Ins ofHceis was occasioned by tlie lefusal of 
the Commandei-m-Clucf and Colonel Monson to supply them 
with funds foi the payment of their tioops, it is piopei to 
state in this place that advances of money weie actually made 
to these officers by Colonel Monson and the Comraandei-m- 
Chief to the extent of 1,25,000 rnpecs This fact did not 
occui to the lecollcction of the Governoi-Geneial when pie- 
paung the iepl} to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s lettei. The cn- 
cumstances of it are detailed m a lettei horn the Goveinoi- 
Geneial’s political agent at the head quaiters of the Bntisli 
aimy, to tlie Acting Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
undei date the 19th of Apnl 

In leply to Dowdut Rao Scindiah’s complaint, that the 
name of the Rajali of Jodepoie was unpiopeily inseited in 
the list of tributanes, deemed independent of his Highness’s 
Government by the 9th aiticle of the tieaty of peace, the 
Goveinoi-General stated, that the name of the Rajah of 
Jodepoie was inserted m tlie list of treaties, because pie- 
viously to the tci mutation of the war, an engagement had 
been concluded with that clneftain by bis Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, and by the 9th aiticle of the tieaty of 
peace all engagements concluded by the Bntish Government 
with Rajahs and others, feudatories of his Highness, were 
acknowledged dnd confirmed That the Rajah of Jodepoie, 
however, having subsequently refused to receive that en¬ 
gagement, ratified by the British Government, the alliance 
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became dissolved The Goveinoi-Geneial fuither stated 
that this cucumstance had been communicated to the late 
Mi Webbe, but that by some enoi, or by the miscamage of 
the lettei to Mi Webbe, the name of the Rajah of Jocle- 
poie had not been expunged fiom the list of tiibutanes 
That the Butish Government had no intention to intei feie in 
any mannei between his Highness and the Rajah of Jode- 
poie, and that the name of the Rajali of Jodepoie might 
therefoie be expunged from the list of tiibutanes 

In answei to the complaint that the Butish Government 
had not afforded piotection to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s domi¬ 
nions against the mcuisions and lavages of the enemy’s 
troops, accoi ding to the stipulations of the tieaty of defen¬ 
sive alliance, which expiessly pi ovided foi the pi otection ot 
his Highness’s dominions, the Governoi-Geneial admitted 
that the tieaty of defensive alliance contained the stipulation 
to which his Highness lefened, obseiving, however, at the 
same time, that the stipulation in question was lecipiocal, 
that the permanent seeunty and tianquillity of both states 
was the basis and object of the alliance, that when the se¬ 
em lty and tianquillity of either state weie menaced by the 
violence and aggression of an external enemy, it became the 
duty of both to combine theu effoits foi the destruction of 
the enemy, and that each state would have fulfilled the obli¬ 
gation of the defensive alliance, in the degiee in which its 
exertions should have contubuted to that end That in the 
prosecution of wai, it must be expected that the enemy would 
occasionally gam oppoitumties of lavagmg the temtoiies of 
the allied states, that the obligations of the defensive alli¬ 
ance being recipiocal, the Butish Goveinment might with 
equal justice ascribe to his Highness a violation of the tieaty 
of defensive alliance, because his Highness affoided no pio¬ 
tection to the Butish temtoiies against the mcuisions of the 
enemy That an appeal to the evidence of facts, liowevei, 
would manifest the degiee m which eithei state had fulfilled 
the obbgations of the defensive alliance, that by the valoui, 
activity and skill of the British armies, Jeswunt Rao Holkai 
had been depnved of nearly all his temtonal possessions, a 
pait of which, including the capital city of Indoie, had actu¬ 
ally been dehveied ovei to Ins Highness’s officeis, that the 
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whole of Jeswunt Rao Ilolkai’s foice had been lepeatedly 
defeated, and neaily destioyed with the loss of his artilleiy, 
and that he had been depiived of eveiy lesouice but that 
which he denved fioin the feeble and piecanous aid of the 
Rajah of Bhuitpoic That his Highness, accoiding to the 
piovisions of tieaty, had not contilbuted m any degiee to 
these \ictones, that on the contiaiy, the conduct of his 
Highness and of Ins officeis had aided the cause of the 
enemy against the powei by which those victones had been 
achieved, and with which his Highness was pledged to co- 
opeiate, that the Bntisli Goicinmcnt, howevei, had adopted 
eveiy piacticablc mcasuic foi the piotection of his Higli- 
ness’s teiritoiy, and that his capital of Oujein had actually 
been piotccted horn plundci by the advance of the Bntisli 
tioops at Ins Highness's desne, undei the command of 
Colonel Mini ay That if Ins Highness’s officeis at Oujein 
had joined Colonel Mun ay with then tioops, and had em¬ 
ployed then cxeitions in supplying the equipments of the 
Bntisli foice, it might have been piacticable to have pie- 
vented the lavages of which his Highness complained But 
that fai fiom obtaining any aid horn his Highness’s officeis, 
Colonel Muiiay had evpeilenced eveiy species of counter - 
action 

In 1 eply to the complaint stated in Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
lettei that the pensions payable to ceitam officeis of 1ns 
Highness’s government by the tenor of the tieaty of peace, 
had not been legulaily paid, the Goveinoi-Geneial demon- 
stiated by a detailed statement of indisputable facts, that not 
only no hesitation had been manifested on the pait of the 
Bntisli Government m the payment of the pensions, but that 
eveiy instalment of those pensions had actually been dis- 
cliaiged in advance, and that at the date of Ins Highness’s 
lettei (namely the 18th Octobei, 1804), no pait of them was 
due 

With legard to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s fuithei complaint, 
that ceitain Jaggeeis which weie to be lestoied undei the 
treaty of peace, still continued in the hands of the British 
officeis, the Goveinoi-Geneial observed that on application 
to his Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief, the civil officeis 
of the British Government, within whose junsdiction those 



170 THE OOVEENOK-GENE114L IN COUNCIL TO May, 

Jaggeeis were situated, would be vested with authonty to 
sunendei them, eithei to the grantees, 01 to such peisons 
as should pioduce the sunnuds which weie gi anted to the 
seveial Jaggeeidais by Lieut-Colonel Malcolm, togethei 
with a sufficient authonty foi leceivmg chaige of the Jaggeeis 
on the pait of the piopnetois, but that the Goveinoi-Geneial 
had not heaid that any application had been made to the 
Bntish officeis on the part of these Jaggeerdais, adding that 
the Jaggeeidars would of couise be entitled to leceive fiom 
the British Government wliatevei had been leceived by that 
government fiom the Jaggeei lands since the date of the 
tieaty of peace 

It is piopei, howevei, to state in this place that the Go- 
vevnoi-Geneial m Council was subsequently lnfoimcd by a 
letter fiom the Goveinoi-Geneiars Agent, stationed with Ins 
Excellency the Commandei - 111 -Chief, dated the 16th of Apnl, 
that oiders to the civil officeis, in whose junsdiction the Jag- 
geers weie lespectively situated, foi the lelease of the Jag- 
geers, weie issued by the Commandei-m-Chief immediately 
on the sunnuds gi anted foi that puipose by Lieut -Colonel 
Malcolm being piesented by the Agents of the Jaggeeidais 

That such tiifhng obstacles as occuned to the immediate 
lelease of the Jaggeeis weie lemoved with as little delay as 
possible, and that no complaints upon the subject leached 
the Commandei-m-Chief subsequently to the maicli of his 
Evcellency fiom Cawnpoie 

That some villages, howevei, foimmg part of ohe of the 
Jaggeeis, being held by a son of his Majesty, Shah Allum, 
and the Resident deeming it impiopei to dispossess the 
Punce, an equivalent was offeied to the Jaggeei dai , an _ 
alternative, foi which Lieut-Colonel Malcolm in his discus¬ 
sions with Scindiah’s mmisteis had actually provided, and 
that this was the only instance within the Commandei-m- 
Chief’s lecollection of the occunence of any duiable obstacle 
to the suriender of the Jaggeeis 

With regai d to the complaint that the distucts of Dole- 
poie, Bariee, and Rajah-Kenah, (which by the teims of the 
tieaty of peace weie to reveit to Dowlut Rao Scindiah,) had 
not been lestoied, and the levenue of them had not been 
paid, the Goveinoi-Geneial obseived, that his Highness had 
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nevei despatched any peison piopeily authorized to receive 
chaige of those Peigunnahs, that his Highness could not 
tlieiefoie consider theu continuance m the occupation of the 
Company to be a just giound of complaint That with le- 
feiencc to the opeiations of the wai against Holhai, the sui- 
lendei of those peigunnahs at the piesent time would be 
extremely inconvenient, but that at the termination of hostili¬ 
ties they should be deliveied ovei to the peison whom his 
Highness might appoint, 01 if Ins Highness should piefei it, 
that the Butisli Government would accept the faun of those 
peigunnahs at an equitable lent, which should be legulaily 
paid into his Highness’s tieasuiy That the extiaoidinaiy 
and suspicious occurrences at Ins Highness’s Couit had re- 
taided the payments on account of the net collections fiom 
those peigunnahs , but that oideis had been issued to the 
Butish Representative foi the payment of the amount due 
on an inspection of accounts, and that an airangeraent 
should be adopted foi the xegulai payment of the collec¬ 
tions to Ins Highness, until the dislncts m question should 
have been deliveied over to his Highness’s officeis, if he 
should not ultimately piefei to let them in laim to the Com¬ 
pany 

In leply to the complaint that Dowlut Rao Scindiah being 
prohibited fiom stationing tioops in the distucts m the vici¬ 
nity of Ahniednagui lestoied to him by tieaty, the officeis 
of the Butish Government had neglected to give piotection 
to those distucts fiom internal disoidei and fiom piedatory 
inclusions, and that the levenue collected fiom those dis¬ 
tricts by Butisli officeis fiom the date of the tieaty of peace, 
until then restitution, had not been discharged by the Butish 
Government, the Govevnoi-Geneial stated to his Highness 
that the Butish Government was not lequned by the tieaty 
of peace to suppiess distuibances in those pergunnahs 01 to 
protect them fiom the mcuisions of lobbeis, but that with a 
view to manifest a disposition to confoim to his Highness’s 
wishes, the British officer s should be dnected to pay particu¬ 
lar attention to the preseivation of good Older within those 
distucts With regald to the levenues of those distucts, the 
Goveinoi-Geneial appnzed Dowlut Rao Scindiah that this t 
claim was totally unknown to the British Government, but 
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that 'whatever collections might have been leahzed from 
those places within the specified penod of time, would of 
couise, when ascei tamed, he paid to Ins Highness 

Aftei having leplied in detail to eveiy aiticle of complaint 
contained in Dowlut Rao Scindiah's lettei, the Govcinoi- 
Gencial pioceeded to enumeiate the seveial acts and pio- 
ceedmgs of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s government, which con¬ 
stituted distinct violations not only of the tieaty of defensive 
alliance, but eien of the tieaty of peace, concluding howevei 
with a declaration of the solicitude of the Butish Govern¬ 
ment to maintain the lelations of amity with his Highness, 
and to continue to pieseive the piovisions of the tieaties of 
peace and defensive alliance, piovided his Highness should 
adopt a couise of pioceedmg suitable to the spuit of those 
engagements 

The communication fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s vakeel at 
the Couit of Nagpoie to which a pieceding paiagiaph le- 
feis, was leceived by Colonel Close on the 14th of Maich 
The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council deems it piopei to tians- 
mit enclosed a copy of Colonel Close’s despatch, containing 
the substance of his confeience with the vakeel of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah on that occasion That communication evi¬ 
dently proceeded fiom the same authority as that which dic¬ 
tated the lettei of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to the Govemoi- 
Geneial, and was dnected to the same puiposes as that 
lettei If Dowlut Rao Scindiah was sinceiely anxious to 
obtain satisfaction on those points which foimed the subjects 
of his ostensible complaints against the British Government, 
and to lemove by amicable negotiation eveiy giound of diffei- 
ence between the two states, it may leasonablybe concluded 
that he would eithei have endeavouied to effect an adjust¬ 
ment of all such depending questions thiough the channel 
of the Butish Repiesentative actually at his Highness’s court, 
01 that he would favoui the speedy airival of Colonel Close 
in his camp, by despatching a propei officer to escoit him, 
and by moving m the dnection of his capital, or at least by 
ceasmg to march m a dnection which incieased the distance 
between his camp and Colonel Close’s position But while 
professing thiough the agency of his vakeel at Nagpoie a 
solicitude foi the eaily amval of Colonel Close at his High- 
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ness’s camp, foi the expiess pui pose of effecting an amicable 
and satisfactoiy adjustment of those points which his High¬ 
ness had thought piopei to constitute subjects of complaint 
against the Bntish Government, he adopted eveiymeasuie 
which could letaid, and neglected eveiy measuie which could 
expedite the adjustment of those points The communica¬ 
tion tlieiefoie made by Scindiali’s vakeel to Colonel Close, 
fai fiom tending to establish the leality of his Highness’s 
solicitude foi the adjustment of the seveial assumed subjects 
of complaint, conoboiated and confiimed the justice of the 
opinion which has alieady been stated with legald to the 
object of Dowlut Rao Scmdiali’s couit, both in piefemng 
those complaints and m adopting such circuitous and dila- 
toiy modes of conveying them to the notice of the British 
Government, and of obtaining a satisfactoiy adjustment of 
them 

The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council now pioceeds to state 
to youi lionouiable Committee the substance of the mstiuc- 
tions which the Govemoi-General deemed it expedient to 
issue to the Acting Resident at Scindiali’s couit, on the le- 
ceipt of tliat ofiicci’s lepoit of his proceedings undei the 
01 deis of government of the 23id of Febiuary, as descnbed 
in a pieceding paiagiaph 

In the actual situation of affans, the Goveinoi-Geneial 
deemed it of the utmost impoitance to piovide the means of 
speedy and unembairassed communication with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, and to come to a distinct undei standing with Scin- 
diah on the puncipal points affecting oui actual and future 
situation lelatively to that chieftain Colonel Close having 
expressed his intention of awaiting at Nagpoie the oiders of 
the Goveinoi-Geneial on the subject of the piosecution of 
Ins journey to the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah m conse¬ 
quence of the communication which he had leceived fiom 
that chieftain’s vakeel at Nagpoie, the Goveinoi-Geneial 
deemed it necessaiy to vest the Acting Resident with special 
authority for the conduct of the negotiations which were to 
have been entiusted to Colonel Close The Acting Resident 
was tlierefoie dnected m the fiist instance to adopt eveiy 
practicable measuie foi the puipose of lestoung the Resi¬ 
dency to its foimei condition by supplying the losses occa- 
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sionecl by the plundei of the Bntish camp, and by lesuming 
the usual state and functions of the Bntisli Repiesentative 
at a foieign court Pieviously, liowevei, to the discussion 
of any othei question at the couit of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
the Goveinoi-General deemed it indispensably necessaiy that 
the Acting Resident should lequne fiom Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah, a public and foimal atonement foi the violence com¬ 
mitted by his predatory hoise upon the Bntisli comp on the 
27th of Decembei, 1804, and on the 25th of Januaiy, 1805 
The Acting Resident was accoidmgly instiucted to demand 
an audience of Dowlut Rao Scindiah foi that expiess pui- 
pose, and on that occasion to expiess to Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah the concern and indignation with which the Goveinoi- 
Geneial leceived the infoimation of the outiages committed 
by piedatoiy hoise and otheis in his Highness’s seivice 
against the acci edited ministei of the Bntisli state, and to 
signify to his Highness, that although the Goveinoi-Geneial 
was disposed to believe that Dowlut Rao Scindiah had not 
peisonally paiticipated in those outiages, the government of 
his Highness must be consideied to be lesponsible foi them, 
and to be pledged to affoid eveiy practicable degiee of 
compensation, that the Goveinoi-Geneial expected that his 
Highness would m public durbai declaie that the outiages 
committed by his piedatory horse weie unauthonzed by his 
Highness, and that his Highness was concerned foi the out¬ 
rages which they had committed, that his Highness would 
addiess a lettei to the Goveinoi-Geneial expiessing his dis¬ 
avowal and disappiobation of the acts of his Pindames, and 
his hope that those megulaiities would not be asenbed to 
the oideis oi inclination of Ins government That his High¬ 
ness would employ eveiy endeavour to discovei the peipe- 
tiatois of those outiages, and would punish them when dis¬ 
covei ed, and that his Highness would eithei adopt measures 
foi the recovery of the property plundered by his people, or 
become lesponsible for its value The Resident was at the 
same time apprized that the Governor-General would not 
consider the actual discoveiy of the perpetrators of the out- 
lage and the recovery of the plundered property, oi the 
payment of its value, to constitute indispensable branches of 
the lequned atonement but that the Goveinoi-General 
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would be satisfied liy the piescnbed public declaiation and 
by tlie delivciy of the piescnbed lettei, combined with a 
manifest solicitude to discovei and punish the offendeis 
It being neccssaiy to piovide foi the possible case of Dow- 
lut Ilao Scmdiah refusing oi neglecting to affoid the pre- 
scnbed atonement, the Acting Resident was dnected in eithei 
of those cases to signify to that clneftam the lesolution of the 
British Government to abandon all connection with a lude 
and baibaious state, which, disiegaiding the acknowledged 
pnnciples of umvcisal justice and of public law, withheld a 
just and model ate atonement foi an outi age committed against 
the aeciedited lepicsentative of a gieat independent powei, 
m a state of peifect amity and peace, and the Acting Resi¬ 
dent was fuithei mstiucted to intimate to Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diali, that he had leceived the positive oideis of the Govei- 
noi-Geneial, dnecling linn to quit the camp of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, dchveiing at the same time to the Mahaiajah a lettei 
which had been piepaied and transmitted foi that puipose 
The Acting Resident was liowevei dnected to state to Dow¬ 
lut Rao Scmdiah that his depaituie fiom Scmdiah’s couit 
was tot.ilh unconnected with any hostile designs on the part 
of the Bntish Government against the state of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, with winch the Bntish Government would continue 
disposed to maintain the lelations of peace, while Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah should abstain fiom any acts of direct aggies- 
sion against the Bntish Government or any of its allies, but 
that after having sustained such an outiage on the part of 
Ins Highness’s government in the peison of its lepiesentative, 
and after having failed in its endeavouis to obtain from 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah a just and moderate atonement, the 
Bntish Government would nolongei preseive any connection 
with Ins Highness’s government, noi maintain any mteicourse 
with Ins Highness, thiough the channel of a Bntish Resident 
at Ins Highness’s couit The Acting Resident was mstiucted 
to add, that he was fiom that moment piecluded fiom entei- 
mg into the discussion of any public questions, and to sigmfy 
to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah that wliatevei claims he might pos¬ 
sess upon the British Government undei the tieaty of peace, 
must be adjusted thiough tlie channel of his Highness's 
agents despatched foi that puipose to the right honouiable 
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Loicl Lake, at the head quaiteis of the Butish anny, who 
was \ested with full poweis to adjust such claims, and who 
possessed m all lespects in Hindostan, the same poweis 
which Sn Aithui Wellesley possessed m the Deccan dunng 
the last wai Aftei having made that declaiation in the most 
foimal and public mannei, the Acting Resident was desued 
to quit the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah at the eaihest piac- 
ticable peiiod of time 

The Governoi-Genei al howevei, entertained a confident 
expectation that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah would leadily affoid 
the just and model ate atonement to be demanded of him, 
and in that event, the Goveinoi-Genei al deemed it piopei to 
instiuct the Acting Resident to adopt immediate measuies 
foi cailying into effect those anangements connected with 
the tieaty of peace, which had been suspended by the slate 
of affan s m Hindostan and at Scmdiah’s dm bar, and to pi o- 
ceed to the adjustment of such points of infeiioi impoitance, 
as might appeal to constitute sources of discontent and com¬ 
plaint at the couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah Undei the 
formei description the following points could alone be justly 
stated 

1st The payment of the net levenue of the distiicts of 
Dolepoie, Bailee and Rajah-Kenah, which liad been col¬ 
lected by the officers of the Butish Government since the 
conclusion of peace 

2ndly The dischaige of the aneais of the pensions w r liich 
by the 7th aiticle of the tieaty of peace aie payable to ceitam 
peisons named in that aiticle, of which howevei only one 
instalment was due 

3dly The lehnquishment of the Jagheers situated within 
the limits of the Butish terntones, which by the 7th aiticle 
of the treaty of peace weie assigned to Bala Baye Sahib and 
otheis 

4thly The restitution of Dolepoie, Bailee and Rajali- 
Kenah, to the officeis of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s govei n- 
ment 

The Governor-General at the same time communicated to 
the ActingResident vanous lemaiks upon those seveial points, 
and furnished him with detailed instiuctions lelative to the 
mode of adjusting them The Acting Resident was furthei 
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instructed to satisfy Dowlut Kao Scmdiali on some otliei 
points which might he supposed to constitute subjects of 
vexation 01 solicitude to the nnnd of that chieftain 

Aftei having thus lemoved eveiy plausible giound of com¬ 
plaint on the pait of Scmdiali against the Bntish Govern¬ 
ment, the Acting Resident was dnected to notify to Dowlut 
Kao Hundiah, the Governoi-Geneiars leceipt of the letter 
undei his Ilighncss’s seal of the 18tli of Octobei 1804, and 
to loquuc fiom Dowlut Rao Scmdiali an avowal oi disavowal 
of that lettei If Dowlut Rao Scmdiali in consequence eithei 
of his leal ignoianee of its contents, or of a de&ue to avoid 
the di*-mission of the vanous unwai ran table and extiaoidmaiy 
pietonsions and demands stated in that document, should 
disavow the lettei, the Acting Resident was instiucted meiely 
to suggest to Ins Highness the expediency of lesenting the 
piesinnption of Ins scivants in this extiaoidmaiy abuse of 
his Highness’s name and autlioiity If, liowevei, Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiali should avow the lettei, the Resident was dnected 
to deliver to his Highness the Govcinoi-Geneial’s ieply, 
winch was subsequently tiansmitted to the Acting Resident 
for that pm pose, and to signify to Dowlut Rao Scmdiali, that 
a»> fuither discussion of the subjects of his Highness’s lettei, 
must he conducted with his Excellency the Commander-in- 
Clucf at the head quaitcrs of the Bntish army, who had been 
vested with autlioiity to adjust all points xemaming to be 
adjusted between the two goveinments 

The object of this couise of pioceedmg was, to pi ovule the 
means of removing fiom the mind of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
eveiy possible ground of complaint against the Bntish Go¬ 
vernment, and of depriving linn of every pretext foi the 
piosecutum of measures, incompatible with the obligations 
of amity and alliance, and at the same tune of piecluding the 
success of any tieacherous and msjdious views, which that 
clueftam might have intended to pui sue, undei the mash of 
his complaints against the conduct of the Bntish Government, 
and under the facilities to be affoided by a negotiation indus¬ 
triously protracted by evasion and delay, the habitual mstiu- 
ments of Mahratta policy, and with a view to facilitate and 
expedite the adjustment of all dependmg questions, the 
Governor-General deemed it advisable to aufhonze his Ex¬ 
cellency the Commandei-m-Chief, to despatch Mi Giceme 
vot v n 
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Meicei, the Goveinoi-Geneial’s political agent, who was in 
attendance upon the Commandei-m-Clnef, to the camp of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, foi the puipose of conducting all 
negotiations in conceit with the Acting Resident at his 
Highness’s couit, and in the mstiuctions to the Acting Resi¬ 
dent, of which the substance has been stated, that officei was 
directed to appuze Dowlut Rao Scindiah of Ml Mcicci ’s 
mission On that occasion the Goveinoi-Geneial fuithci 
signified to the Acting Resident, that although the lemoval 
of Seijee Rao Gliautka, as an enemy to peace and to the 
Bntisli powei, fiom the counsels of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was 
highly desnable, the Goveinoi-Geneial did not consulei that 
measuie to be indispensable to the maintenance of peace 
His Excellency fuithei obseived, that the Bntisli Govern¬ 
ment was not autlionzed to mteifeie, if Scmdiali should pei- 
sist m submitting to Gliautka’s influence The Goveinoi- 
Geneial at the same time stated it to be a desnable object to 
assist Dowlut Rao Scindiah m emancipating himself fiom the 
ascendancy of that ministei, and to aid the fuends of peace 
and of the Bntisli powei at Scmdiali’s duibai In the event 
of wai appealing to be inevitable, the Acting Resident was 
directed to endeavoui to convey to Dowlut Rao Scindiali’s 
chiefs an encouiagement to abandon his cause, and paiticu- 
laily to piomise to all pensioneis and Jaggeeidais undei the 
tieaty of peace, the continuance of then lespective jaggeers 
and pensions piovided they should quit Scindiah and join the 
British aimies 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council deems it piopei to inti¬ 
mate to your honouiable Committee in this place, that the 
Governoi-Geneial being desnous of receiving peisonally 
fiom Lieut-Colonel Malcolm the Resident at Mysoie, mfoi- 
mation on vanous points connected with the political intei ests 
of the British Government, which that officer’s employment 
m the field with Majoi-Geneial the honouiable Sn Aithui 
Wellesley, and subsequently at the court of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, had enabled him to acquire, had directed Lieut.- 
Colonel Malcolm m the month of Maich to pioceed to Fort 
William with the least piacticable delay, and that in conse¬ 
quence of Colonel Close’s detention at Nagpoie, and the 
probability that cucumstances might occur to pi event the 
prosecution of his journey to the camp of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
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tliali, the Governoi-Geneial had deteimined to supply the 
eventual defect of Colonel Close’s able agency at the couit of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, by despatching Lieut -Colonel Mal¬ 
colm to lus Ilighnes&’s camp The mstiuctions of the 2d of 
Apnl, of which the substance has been stated, weie calcu¬ 
lated to piovide foi the exigencies of the public mteiests at 
the couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, until the amval of Colonel 
Close, 01 of Lieut -Colonel Malcolm 

To piovidc foi the tcmpoiaiy absence of Lieut-Colonel 
Malcolm fiom his station m Mysoie, the Goveinoi-Geneial 
in Council with the concunence of the light honouiable the 
Govcrnoi of Foit of St. Geoige, appointed Majoi Wilks of 
the establishment of that Piesidency to act m the capacity of 
Resident at Mysoie, until Lieut-Colonel Malcolm’s letuin 

Lieut-Colonel Malcolm amved at the Piesidency at Foit 
William, on the lGtli of Apnl, and the Goveinoi-Geneial 
having judged it piopei pieviously to that date, to mvebt 
Colonel Close with the geneial contiol of mihtaiy and 
political affans m the Deccan, (as noticed m a subsequent 
pait of this despatch), Lieut-Colonel Malcolm was duected 
to pioceed to the head quaiteis of the Butish aimy, even¬ 
tually to be despatched to the couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
for the pui pose of conducting such negotiations as might be 
piescubed duectly by the oideis of the Goveinoi-Geneial, 
oi by the instiuction of his Excellency the Commander-m- 
Chicf under the Goveinoi-General’s authonty Lieut -Colonel 
Malcolm accordingly pioceeded on his journey to head quai- 
ters on the 29th of Apnl 

On the 4th of Apnl the Governor-General received a copy 
of a lettei addressed by the Acting Resident with Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah to his Excellency the Commander-m-Chief 
under date the 22d of Maicli, containing the mfoimation 
that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had officially announced to the 
Acting Resident his resolution of matching to Bhurtpore 
for the purpose of mteiposing his mediation foi the settle¬ 
ment of peace The receipt of this intelligence tendered it 
necessary in the Governor-General’s judgment immediately 
to issue instructions to the Commander-in-Chief applicable to 
any course of proceeding which Scmdiah might be supposed 
to adopt. 

Scmdiah had undoubtedly violated the treaty of peace as 



180 TITH GOVERNOR-GENERAL TN COUNCIL TO May, 

well as of defensive alliance, and the decimation of Ins inten¬ 
tion instead of co-opeiatmg against the common enemy m the 
mannei piescubed by the tieaty, to pioceed at the head ot 
an aimy to the seat of hostilities, foi the puipose of intei po¬ 
sing his unsolicited mediation, was an act not only inconsis¬ 
tent with the natuie of his engagements, but insulting to the 
honoui and highly dangeious to the mteiests of the Butish 
Government The Goveinoi-Geneial howevei was anxious 
to avoid the exticnuty of a lenewal of the wai with Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, and the geneial pnnciple of the mstiuctions 
issued to the Commandei-m-Clnef on this occasion, was to 
abstain fiom hostilities against Dowlut Rao Scmdiali, except¬ 
ing m the case of actual aggiession on his pait, and to endea- 
voui to effect a peunanent settlement with his Highness’s 
government on the basis of the tieaties of peace and defen¬ 
sive alliance, and the Commandei-m-Cluef was accoidmgly 
mstiucted to leject all demands on the pait of Scindiah which 
might in any degiee diffei fiom the teims of the treaty ol 
peace The Goveinoi-Geneial at the same time stated to the 
Commandei-m-Chief, what acts and measuies on the pait of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah would be consideied by the Butish 
Government to constitute aggiesbions, and to render neces- 
saiy the piosecution of hostilities against that chieftain The 
Goveinoi-General fuithei signified to the Commandei-in- 
Chief that even m the event ofwai, if the success of oui aims 
should be such as to place us m a condition to dictate the 
teims of pacification with Scindiah, the Butish Government 
had no desne to depait fiom the basis of the subsisting 
tieaties of peace and defensive alliance, with this diffeience, 
that m the event supposed, it would be necessaiy to lequne 
Dowlut Rao Scindiali’s consent to the establishment of the 
Butish subsidiary force within Ins dominions The Govcr- 
noi-Geneial furthei deemed it necessaiy to piescnbe in the 
same event, a demand foi the lemoval of Serjee Rao Ghautka 
fiom the counsels of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

Undei a supposition that in the event of the defeat of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s foice, Jeswunt Rao Holkar might be 
disposed to accede to leaBonable terms of accommodation, 
the Goveinoi-Geneial communicated his sentiments to the 
Commandei-m-Chief on the subject of the teims to be in such 
case gi anted to Holkai. On this occasion the Governor- 
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Geneial suggested to tlie Commandei-m Chief the employ¬ 
ment of Mi Gioeme Meicei, accoiding to the anangement 
descnbed m the mstiuctions to the acting Resident with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah of the 2nd of Apiil, of which the sub¬ 
stance has alieady been stated 

The Goveinoi-Geneial fuithei intimated to his Excellency 
the Coinmandei-m-Chief, that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah must 
not be pei nutted to negotiate foi Holkai, noi Holkai foi 
Scmdiali A copy of these mstiuctions, which weie dated 
the 4tli of Apul, togethei with a copy of notes, dated the 29th 
of Maich, to which those mstiuctions lefei, and which had 
been tiansmitted to his Excellency the Commandei-in-Chief 
m a pnvate fonn, is enclosed foi youi honouiable Committee’s 
mf oi mation 

In eonfoinuty to the tenoi of those mstiuctions, it became 
necessary to piovide, with the least piacticable delay, the most 
effectual means of attacking the possessions of Scmdiah if that 
chieftain’s aggiession should lendei hostilities unavoidable 

The expenence of the late wai with the confedeiated 
Mdhiatta chieftains, having demonstiated the indispensable 
necessity of the mcasuie adopted by the Governoi Geneial, 
of vesting geneial and extensive poweis foi the legulation 
and contiol of mihtaiy and political affaus in the Deccan, m 
the hands of a constituted local authontyduimg the existence 
of a state of war m that quaitei, the Goveinoi-Geneial 
deemed it piopei, with a view to secure the efficient and 
piompt application of oui resouices in the Deccan to the 
exigencies and cmeigencies of the public seivice, to invest 
Colonel Close with tlie same political poweis as those which 
weie vested m Majoi-Geneial the honourable Sn A Wel¬ 
lesley by the Governoi-Geneial’s instruction of the 26th of 
June, 1803, with the exception of the nnlitai y command m the 
pi o vince of Guzerat. The Governoi-Geneial accoidmgly, by 
instructions dated the 5th of Apul, authonsed and dnected 
Colonel Close to exeicise those poweis, to the extent and 
m the manner applicable to the actual state of circum¬ 
stances m the Deccan, The Governoi-Geneial, at the same 
time directed Colonel Close to proceed with the least piacti- 
cable.delay from Nagpore (at which station Colonel Close 
awaited the orders of government on the subject of proceed¬ 
ing to the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, oi of returning to 
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Poonab)> foi the piuposc of assuming the personal command 
of the mam aimy of the Deccan, and in the mean time Colonel 
Close was mstiucted to issue oideis to Colonel Wallace, com¬ 
manding the suhsidiaiy foice of Poonali, and to Colonel Ha- 
libuiton, commanding the suhsidiaiy foice of Ilydeiabad, 
dnectmg those officeis lespectively to occupy with their 
troops the positions most favouiable foi the sei/uie of Dow- 
lut Rao Scmdialfs territonee, south of the Ncibuddah Co¬ 
lonel Close was howevei mstiucted to piolnbit Colonel Wal¬ 
lace and Colonel Halibut ton fiom commencing opciations 
against the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah until they 
should leceive expiess oideis foi that puiposc, 01 until cei- 
fcam intelligence should reach them of the actual commence¬ 
ment of hostilities with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah m Hindostan 

The Governoi-Geneial at the same time issued oideis to 
Colonels Wallace and Halibut ton to the effect descnbcd in the 
pieceding paiagiaph. The necessaiy intimation ot this ar¬ 
rangement was at the same time communicated to the govei n- 
ments of Bombay and Foit St Geoige, and to the Resident at 
Hydeiabad, and to the officiating Resident at Poonali. 

With lefeience to a state of wai with Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diali, it became necessaiy to provide the means of lemforcmg 
the tioops m Guzei at, the foipe oiigmally stationed in that 
piovmce having been consideiahly reduced by the maich of 
the detachment undei the command of Colonel Muiray, which 
fust pioceeded to Oujem, and subsequently undei the com¬ 
mand of Major-Geneial Jones joined the aimy in Hindostan, 
as has been stated to youi honouiable Committee in oui de¬ 
spatch of the 24th of Maicli. 

The object of assembling a considerable foice in Guzerat 
was both to guaid that piovmce against foieign invasion, and 
to attack the foits and possessions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
in Guzei at and its vicinity, in the event of Scmdiah’s com¬ 
mencing hostilities against the Butish power 

The obvious necessity of preseiving the utmost degiee of 
seciecy with regaid to the motive and object of this arrange¬ 
ment suggested to the Governor-General the expediency of 
addiessing the mstiuctions upon the subject of reinforcing 
Guzeiat, sepaiately to the honouiable the Governor of 
Bombay Instiuctions weie accoidmgly issued by the Go¬ 
vei noi-Geneial to the honouiable the Gj;oveinoi of Bombay, 
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piescnbing the piecise mode of effecting the pioposed 
augmentation of the Bntish foice in Guzei at The Go- 
vcinoi-Geneial at the same time intimated to the honoui- 
able the Govemoi of Bombay, that although liis Excellency 
Mas desnous that the foice of Guzei it should be completely 
equipped and placed in a state of the most efficient piepaia- 
tion foi active wai, as well as m the most favoui able position 
foi the 1 eduction ofDowlutRao Scindiah’s possessions, it was 
not the Goveinoi Geneial’s intention to autlionse the com¬ 
mencement of hostilities against the possessions of Scindiah 
until the lionouiable the Goveinoi should leceive fmthei 
oideisfiom this Goveinment, excepting m the single event 
of an attack on the piovmce of Guzei at by the tioops of 
Dowlut Kao Scindiah 

These anangements weie at the same time communicated 
to the light lionouiable the Goveinoi of Foit St Geoige, 
with instiuctions duectmg the suspension, until a moie fa¬ 
vourable oppoitumty, of the oideis of the Goveinoi-Geneial 
lelalive to the letum fiom the Deccan of the extia Madias 
coips solving undei Colonel Halibuiton, and to the leduction 
of rhe extra Madias battalions, and of the Mysoie cavahy, 
wlncli was engaged to seive with the Butish aimy in the 
Deccan (to which oideis oui despatch to youi lionouiable 
Committee of the 21th of Maich lefeis) The attention of 
the light lionouiable the Governor of Foit St Geoige was 
also duected to the necessity of bemg piepaied to fiustiate 
any attempt which might be made by any of the southern 
Jaggeerdars of the Mainattaempue in favoui of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah in the event of hostilities with that chieftain, and to 
other points connected with that event. His Loidship was 
desued to communicate a copy of the Goveinoi-Geneial’s in¬ 
stiuctions on these subjects to his Excellency the Commandei- 
m-clnef, and to conceit with his Excellency the means of 
giving effect to such part of those instiuctions as i elated to 
the employment and disposition of the military foice of Foit 
St. Geoige. The Governor-Geneial deemed it propei at the 
same time to tiansmit conesponding instiuctions to his Ex¬ 
cellency the Commandei-m-Chief of Foit St. George, refer¬ 
ring to his Excellency foi a moie detailed communication of 
the sentiments and oiders of this government to the right 
honourable the Governor. 
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These anangements and mstiuctions weie fiamed upon 
principles calculated to provide foi eveiy pui pose of internal 
defence and of active and successful opeiations against the 
possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah m the event of a luptuie 
with that chieftain The whole of the pioposed measuies 
weie also communicated to his Excellency the light honour¬ 
able Loid Lake 

The couise of proceeding stated in the instructions to 
which the pieceding paiagiaph lefeis, was founded on the 
simple official notification on the pait of Scindiah of his High¬ 
ness’s lesolution to pioceed to Bhuitpoie foi the puipose of 
inteiposing his mediation foi the settlement of peace between 
the Butish Government and Jeswunt Rao Holkai On the 
7th of Apul, howevei, the Goveinoi-Geneial leceived the 
Acting Resident’s detailed lepoit of all the cncumstances of 
the case, and of his confeience with Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
and his minister upon that subject, and the tenoi of that re- 
poit appealed to the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council to lequne 
the adoption of moie decided measuies with lespect to that 
chieftain 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council has the honoui to refei 
youi honouiable Committee to that report foi mfoimation re¬ 
lative to the details of this extiaordmaiy tiansaction, and 
to lequest your honouiable Committee’s paiticulai attention 
to that impoitant document 

Your honouiable Committee will not fail to lemaih the dis¬ 
tinct avowal of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s ministei, that until that 
penod of time, the intentions of Snjee Rao Ghautka the 
chief executive minister of his Highness’s government, had 
been hostile to the Butish powei It must be obvious to 
youi honouiable Committee that this avowal (as fai as it 
can be consuleied to constitute evidence of the fact which 
is avowed), demonstiates the existence of a systematic couise 
of deceit, tieacheiy, and determined hostility on the part of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s government since the time when 
Serjee Rao Ghautka assumed the administration of his High¬ 
ness s affairs until the penod of the alleged change in the 
sentiments of that minister. 

Youi honouiable Committee will also lemark the minister’s 
avowal of the existence of an amicable and secret intercourse 
between the government of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
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enemy, and the outiage offeied to eveiy pnnciple of good 
faith by the declaiation undei such cucumstances, of an in¬ 
tention to advance to the vicinity of the Butisli camp, foi the 
dcclaied puipose of mediating an accommodation between the 
Butish Government and its enemies, Jeswunt Rao Holkai 
and Rajah Runjeet Sing 

The nnpiession pioduced upon the Goveinoi-Geneial’s 
mind by the treacl^eious and insulting natuie of that piopo- 
sition, undei a knowledge of the details connected with it, 
suggested to the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council the expe¬ 
diency of stating to his Excellency the Commandei- 111 - 
Chief 111 a 11101 e decided mannei the lesolution adopted by 
the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council with lespect to the mea- 
buies to be puisued towaids Scmdiah m the actual situation 
of affaus. The Goveinoi-Geneial accoidingly addieased 
additional mstiuctions to his Excellency the Commandei-m- 
Clnef undei date the 7th of April In those mstiuctions the 
Goveinoi-Geneial adveited to the lesolution declaied m his 
Excellency’s despatch of the 4th Apul, not to suftei Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah to negotiate foi Holkai, and intimated to the 
Commander-in-Chief that the cucumstances since conveyed to 
the knowledge of Government lequired the distinct expiession 
of the Govcinoi-Geneial’s desne not only that Dowlut Rao 
Scindiali’s most unwairantable assumption of the pimlegeof 
a mediating power should be lesisted in the most peremptory 
terms, but that in the event of that chieftain’s continuing to 
advance with his army towaids Bhuitpoie, eithei thiough the 
tcmtoiy of our ally the Rana of Gohud, or by any othei 
route in which he should pass the line of demai cation pie- 
scubed by the treaty of peace, 01 should take up any posi¬ 
tion upon that line of a natui e dangei ous to oui secunty, the 
Commandei-m-Chief would instantly adopt the most active 
measures foi the entire destruction of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s 
force. The Governoi-Geneial, howevei, at the same time 
signified to the Commandei -m-Chief that notwithstanding the 
unwarrantable and hostile conduct of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s 
government, if that chieftain (not violating the line of demar¬ 
cation, or taking up any position of the nature above de¬ 
scribed), should despatch an agent to his Excellency’s camp, 
his Excellency was at hbeity to treat with Dowlut Rao Scm¬ 
diah according to the tenoi of the Governoi-General’s foimei 
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insti uctions , but that even m that case it would be necessaiy 
that the Commandei-in-Chief should approach Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah with a commanding foice, and should lequne his 
letieat to the distance of at least 100 miles fiom the fiontiei 
befoie his E\cellency should admit any negotiation with that 
chieftain 

On the 9th of Apul, howcvei, the Goveinoi-Geneial le- 
ceived a despatch fiom Colonel Close, plated the 28d of 
Match, containing i lepoit of anothei conveisation holden 
by that officei and the Resident at Nagpoie, with the vakeel 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah stationed at that capital, tending to 
confiim and augment the nnpiessions which we had aheady 
leceived with legald to the tieacheiy and hostility of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s Government 

Youi honourable Committee will ohseive that the vakeel 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah stated, upon that occasion, most of 
the aiticles of complaint against the conduct of the Bntish 
Government, which aie contained m Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
lettei to the Goveinoi-Geneial, to which a piecedmg paia- 
giaph lefeis 

Youi honouiable Committee will fuitbei lemaik the dis¬ 
tinct and inefiagable proof of the duplicity and hostility of 
Scmdiah’s conduct, affoided by the vakeel’s distinct declara¬ 
tion undei autlionty fiom his principal, that the maich of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah to the noithwaid was occasioned by 
that chieftain’s lesentment against the Bntish Government, 
and that undei the impiession of that lesentment, it was the 
intention of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to foim a junction with 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai, since Dowlut Rao Scindiah, both befoie 
and aftei his advance to the noithwaid, withheld fiom the 
Bntish Resident all complaint of a violation of treaty on the 
part of the Bntish Government, and met the remonstiances 
of the Bntish Resident against the suspicious measuies of 
Ins government, not by any endeavour to justify them by 
lecnmmating upon the Bntish Government, but by delusive 
attempts to conceal the leal nature of those measuies, and to 
leconcile them to the obligations of his duty as an ally, and 
at the tune when, accoidmg to the official declaration of Ins 
accredited vakeel, Dowlut Rao Scindiah was pioceedmg to 
the noithwaid foi the evpiess purpose of foinung a junc¬ 
tion with the common enemy, that chieftain made the most 
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solemn piote&tations of the amicable natuie of his designs, 
and of his lesolntion to fulfil the obligations of his alliance, 
in the mode so earnestly lccommended by the Resident, that 
of letuining to his capital foi the puipose of settling his 
government with the aid of the Butish powei, and of occu¬ 
pying pait of the possessions wiested fiom the dominion of 
Ilolhai by the e\eitions of the Bntisli aims Under the 
influence of these sentiments with legaid to the conduct and 
the views of Dowlut Rao Scindiali’s Government, the Go- 
vemoi-Geneial m Council deemed it necessaiy to furnish his 
Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief with additional mstiuc- 
tions, calculated to meet e\ciy case which undei the mfoim- 
ation lecently obtained of the disposition and designs of 
Scindiali’s Couit, could leasonably be supposed to occui 
A copy of these mstiuctions (which weie dated the 10th of 
Apul), is annexed to this despatch The Governoi-Gencial 
in Council liowe\ei deems it piopei to state to youl honoui- 
able Committee the substance of the sevei al supposed cases, 
and of the measuies which the Goveinoi-Geneial suggested, 
undei the occuilcnce of each case lcspectively 

It was suggested that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah might affoid 
the satisfaction lequned foi the insult ofleied to the British 
Piesidency, and might letne fiom oui fiontiei without ad¬ 
vancing any of lus tioops, oi making any claims upon us oi 
our allies In that case, the Goveinoi-General obseived 
that it would be unnecessary for the Commandei-m-Chief to 
act against Scindiali m any niannei, oi to hold any mtei- 
course with that chieftain that m such case, the Commandei - 
in-Chief should employ eveiy effoit to close the war with 
Holkai, and that as soon as the Residency with Scmdiah 
should be lestoied, all depending questions with Scmdiah 
might piobably be biought to an amicable conclusion 

The 2nd supposed case was, that Scmdiah might lefuse oi 
withhold the satisfaction required, and might still letam the 
person of the British Resident, although he might lemam 
within his own fiontiei In this case the Goveinor-Geneial 
dnected the Commandei-m-Chief to appioach Scmdiah’s po¬ 
sition, and to demand the safe conduct to his aimy of the 
Butish Resident, Ins suite and escoit, and if this demand 
should not be complied with ^yithin a limited numbei of 
houis, the Commandei-in-Chief was dnected to attack Scin- 
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diah’s aimy, employing also all piacticable means foi the safety 
of the pei sons of the Bntisli Residency and escoit, and if 
Scmdiah m this case should even letne fiom oui fiontiei, 
cailying the Bntish Resident with him undei such dis- 
giaceful cncumstances, the Coimnandei -m-Clnef was m- 
stiucted to use every effoit to puisue and destioy Scmdiah’s 
aimy, and to lescue the Bntish Resident 

3d It was suggested that Scmdiah might lefuse the atone¬ 
ment demanded, but might enable the Bntish Repiesentative to 
amve m safety at one of oui posts, 01 at head quaiteis, aftei 
the Commandei-m-Chief should have demanded his lelease. 
That Scmdiah might then ictne and place Ins aimy m a po¬ 
sition not positively indicative of hostility against the Bntisli 
Government oi any of its allies The necessaiy consequence 
of this state of circumstances had alieady been declaied by 
the Goveinoi-Geneial, m Ins instructions to the Acting Resi¬ 
dent, to which piecedmg paiagiaplis lefci, that all inteicouise 
with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, tlnough the channel of a Bntish 
lepiesentative at his Court, must cease With lefeience to 
this supposed case, the Goveinoi-Geneial obseived, that al¬ 
though neithei thetieaty of peace, noi the tieaty of defensive 
alliance was necessaidy dissolved by such a couise of pio- 
ceedmg on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scindiali, and although 
the Goveinor-Geneial had intimated that even m the case 
supposed, the British Government would be inclined to main¬ 
tain peace with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, yet the Bntisli Go¬ 
vernment was at liberty under such cncumstances to considci 
both the tieaties of peace and alliance to be dissolved, and 
even to declaie wai 

The Govei noi-General m Council lefers youi honouiablc 
Committee to the enclosed copy of the Goveinoi-General’s 
mstiuctions of the 10th of Apnl to the Commandei-m-Chief, 
foi mfoimation relative to the grounds of that conclusion, 
and of the resolution of Government to proceed to hostilities 
against Scindiali, if the pubhc satisfaction requned, should 
be withheld 01 refused * 

4th It was suggested that Scmdiah, for the purpose of 
deceit, might make the pioposed atonement, but might 


bee enclosure following thib despatch —[Ed ] 
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menace oui fiontiei, 01 that of oui allies, 01 might proceed 
to pass the lme of demai cation, 01 might make demands for 
himself 01 foi otheis In any of these cases, the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief was duected instantly to attack Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s foice, making the best piacticable airangement 
foi the secunty of the Residency. 

The Goveinoi-Geneial fuithei expiessed his expectation 
that if Scindiah should advance to Bhuitpoie accoidmg to 
the tenns of his declaiation to the Acting Resident, the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief would endeavoui to place the foice of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah between the Butisli aimy undei his Excel¬ 
lency’s pcisonal command, and that of Colonel Maitindell 
(who commanded the army of Bundlecund, and whose move¬ 
ments and pi oceedings will be found stated m a subsequent 
pait of this despatch), and would attack Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah’s foice on both sides, without a moment of delay, 
lefusmg to lcceive any vakeels fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
and thus fiustiating all Ins aitifices The Goveinoi-Geneial 
obseived that the meie cucumstance of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diali’s advance to Bhuitpoie, undei all the cucumstances of 
the case, constituted not only a declaiation of wai, but a 
violent act of hostility In the event theiefoie of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s advancing, the Goveinoi-Geneial signified his 
desne that the Commandei-m-Chief would dnect his whole 
attention to an immediate attack upon Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
with eveiy coips that could be bi ought into action against 
him 

The Governoi-Geneial in Council fuither deemed it ne¬ 
cessary to combine with these insti uctions, the declaration of 
his sentiments with legald to the teims which should be 
gianted to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, in the event of his bemg so 
i educed by oui aims as to be compelled to sue foi peace on 
any teims. The Goveinoi-Geneial obseived, that on this 
subject Ins sentiments had been matenally changed since the 
date of the instructions of the 7th of Apnl, the various cir¬ 
cumstances relative to the conduct and views of Scmdiah’s 
Government which had subsequently come to the knowledge 
of Government, having tendered indispensably necessary in 
the judgraent'of the Governor-General m Council the reduc¬ 
tion of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s powei to the lowest scale, in 
the event of a successful war against him In determining 
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this question, it was neces&aiy to establish some fundamental 
punciples ds the basis of pacification 

The fundamental pnnciple of the pacification with Scm- 
diah m Decembei, 1803, was, compensation foi Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s aggies&ion, and foi the injury wlncli the Rntish 
Government and its allies had sustained by the wai, without 
depnving Dowlut Rao Scmdiah of any of the lights and pn- 
vileges of an independent state The Goveinoi-Geneial 
observed that this pnnciple of pacification had piovcd inade¬ 
quate to the pui poses of oui secunty, and that the lestidints 
imposed by the piovisions of the treaty of peace upon Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s means of mischief, weie insufficient That 
anothei pnnciple of pacification theiefoie mu&t be assumed , 
that Scmdiah must not be penmtted to letain the lights and 
pnvileges of an independent state, noi any pnvileges to an 
extent that might at a futuie time enable him to mjuie us 01 
oui allies, and that we must secuie the anangement by es¬ 
tablishing a dnect contioul ovei the acts of his Government, 
expenence having sufficiently manifested that it wns vain 
to place any leliance on the faith, justice, sincenty, gratitude 
01 bonoui of that chieftain 

In confoimity to these sentiments, a papei of notes con¬ 
taining the basis of the tieaty to be concluded with Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah in the event supposed, was annexed to the 
Govemoi-Geneial’s instiuctipns, and a diaft of the pioposed 
tieaty was subsequently tiansmitted to the Commander-in- 
Chief 

Some cases not specifically piovided foi by the Governoi- 
General’s insti uctions of the 10th of Apnl, having occuired 
to his Excellency in Council subsequently to the despatch of 
those instructions, the Governoi-General m Council deemed 
it necessaiy to state those cases in a supplemental y note of 
instructions It occuired to the Govemoi-Geneial m Council 
thaE Scmdiah might leceive into his camp Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai oi Meei Khan, oi both, with oi without their tioops, 
and might then desne to open a negotiation with the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief, for the purpose of obtaining teims of accom¬ 
modation for either oi both of those chieftains, oi without 
making any demand, oi pioposing any negotiation, might 
eithei continue m his actual position or retire The Go- 
yeinor-General m Council expiessed his decided opimon that 
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undei any of these cn cumstances Scmchah should be ‘in¬ 
stantly attacked, stating at the same time the grounds of 
that opinion, and adding, that the instant suirendei of the 
poisons of Mcei Khan 01 Holkai, 01 of both, (if both should 
be piotected by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah) should constitute an 
indispensable condition of oui foibeaiance fiom the immediate 
piosecntion of hostilities against the foices of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah The Goveinoi-Geneial fuitliei obseived, that if 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah should actually suuendei the peisons 
of those chieftains, a confident hope might be enteitamed of 
his submission to the indispensable demand of satisfaction 
foi the outiages committed against the Butish Residency (if 
that should not pieviously have been affoided), and to such 
otliei demands as might be 1 equisite foi the security of the 
Butisli Government against any hostile attempts on the part 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

It may be piopei m this place to state, that in leply to the 
letter fiom the Acting Resident with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
to his Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief, of the 22nd of 
Maich, notifying lus Highness’s intention of pioceedmg to 
the vicinity of Bliuitpoie foi the puipose of mediation, his 
Excellency the Commandei-m-Clnef instiucted the Acting 
Resident to signify to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah that the avowed 
purpose of his Highness’s pioposed advance to Bhurtpoie 
could not be considered to be a satisfactoiy leason foi the 
pi osecution of that measuie. That undei actual cn cum¬ 
stances, Scindiah’s mediation was wholly unnecessaiy, and 
must be considered to be undei taken foi purposes unfriendly 
to the Butish Government That the Commandei-m-Chief 
was disposed to attend to any piopositions on the pait of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah as the friend and ally of the Butish 
Government regaiding Jeswunt Rao Holkai , but that the 
advance of Scindiah’s army towaids Bhuitpoie in the actual 
situation of affairs, would be consideied by his Excellency to 
be a measuie calculated to subveit the amicable relations 
subsisting between the two governments 

The acceptance of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s propositions as 
an ally and fnend of the British Government, on any point 
relating to the enemy, would have been entuely confoimable 
to the views of the Governoi-Geneial in Council, and to the 
spmt of the subsisting treaties, but your honourable Com- 
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mittee will not fail to remaik that this piinciple cannot be 
justly extended to the admission of the unsohcited mediation 
of Scindiah at the head of an aimy m favoui of the enemy, 
01 to the admission of Scmdiah to tieat foi the enemy , lnoic 
especially in the case of Scindiah manifesting any decisive 
symptom of an attachment to the cause of the enemy, 01 of 
geneial hostility to the Butish Government. 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah continued Ins mai ell to the noi th- 
waid, and on the 29th of Maich had advanced with all Ins 
cavaliy and pindaines to Sabbulguih, on the nvci Chumbul, 
leaving his battalions and guns in the lcai The foice of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah at that time was stated to consist of 
8 oi 9000 cavaliy, independently of the pmdaincs, which 
amounted to 20,000 The mfantiy, including se\cial of 
Meei Khan’s battalions, which joined the aimy of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah on its maicli 10 m Seionge, was stated to con¬ 
sist nominally of 18 battalions with 140 guns, m a veiy de¬ 
fective state of equipment and discipline , this nominal foi cc, 
including 10 battalions and 64 guns undei the command of 
a peison named John Baptiste, a native of India (of whom 
mention is made in our despatch of the 24th of Maich), 
which 10 battalions remained at Seronge Between the 
29th and 31st of Maich, Dowlut Rao Scindiah maiched 
fiom Subbulguih to the distance of eighteen miles m a nortli- 
easteily dnection In that position Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
was joined by Ambajee The Acting Resident undei standing 
it to be the intention of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to pioceed to 
cioss the Chumbul with all Ins cavaliy and the pindames, 
leaving the bazais and heavy baggage of the aimy undei the 
piotection of Ambajee, deemed it necessaiy to endeavoui to 
dissuade Dowlut Rao Scindiah fiom ciossmg the Chumbul, 
and to induce him to await the amval of Colonel Close 

The Acting Resident being admitted to an audience which 
he solicited for the puipose above stated, was requested, 
affcei the usual civilities, to letne with the mimsteis to a 
sepaiate place of conference A lettei fiom Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah to the Governoi-Geneial, m reply to the Goveinoi- 
Geneial’s lettei of the 23rd of Februaiy demanding atone¬ 
ment foi the outiages committed against the Butish Resi¬ 
dency, was then lead to the Acting Resident, and being ap¬ 
proved by him, was deliveied foi tiansnussion to the Govei- 
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noi-Genoial Aftci having heaul the contents of the lettei, 
the Acting Resident pioceeded to state the immediate object 
of his visit The nnnistci ScijeeRao Ghautka leplied by 
the most amicable piofessions, and intimated, that the posi¬ 
tion \\ Inch Dowlut Rao bcindiali pi oposecl to occupy in the 
vicinity ot Bhuitpoie, was entnely calculated to facilitate 
tlio object in view, that of mediating a peace between the 
Bntish Government and Jeswunt Rao Holkai The ministei 
then pioccedecl to lequest the Acting Resident to addiess 
a lettei to the Commandei-m-Chief, while Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah should also addiess a lettei to Jeswunt Rao Holkai, 
pioposmg an ainustice The Acting Resident declined com¬ 
pliance with this pioposition, intimating that he did not 
possess any authonty to suggest to the Commandei-m-Chief 
the measuies to be puisued, and lefemng to the sentiments 
which he had fonneily expiessed, lelative to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s pioffeied mediation This point was urged no 
fmthcr. The Acting Resident then desued to be infoimed 
in what mannei the Goveinoi-Geneial’s demand i espectmg 
the lestoiation of the piopeity plundeied by Dowlut Rao 
Sundiah’s seivants fiom the Bntish Residency and the 
punishment of the plundei ei s, was to be satisfied Upon these 
points the mimstei ictuincd leplies which appealed to the 
Acting Resident to be pcifectly satisfactoiy The Acting 
Resident then expiessed a desue to be enabled to satisfy 
the Govoinoi-General on the lemaimng topic of the Govei- 
noi-Geneiafs lettei, the disposition of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
to act in confoimity to the lelations subsisting between the 
two goveinments to which the mimstei leplied, that theie 
■was no cause for any doubts upon that subject, that the 
sole object of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s maich to the Chumbul, 
was to mediate a peace That when that object should have 
been accomplished Dowlut Rao Scindiah would letuin to 
settle lus countiy, which m the actual embanassed condition 
of Ins finances was impracticable, and the mimstei added, 
that if the Resident would make any anangement foi the 
lelief of the disti esses of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s Government, 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah would act m eveiy lespect accoidmg 
to the wishes of the Bntisli Government The Acting 
Resident signified to the mimstei that the Governoi-Geneial 
was still disposed to affoid lelief to the distiesses of the state, 
vol. v o 
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piovided the conduct of Dowlut Rao Sundiali should be 
consistent with the spmt of lus engagements, but lefened 
the decision of the question to the amvil of Colonel Close 
who possessed authonty foi that puiposc, and the con- 
feience teiminated by a declaiation on the pait of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, (which was subsequently confumed by that 
chieftain) that lus Highness would halt on the Chumbul and 
await the anival of Colonel Close 

The Acting Resident in his lepoit of this confeience 
stated his intention under the oiders of the Govemoi-Ge- 
neial of the 23ul of Febiuaiy, of dischaigmg a thud instal¬ 
ment of the pensions payable by the tieaty of peace 

Tbe tenoi of the Acting Resident’s communication, com¬ 
bined with the tenns of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s lettei, 
appealed to the Governoi-Geneial in Council to indicate a 
material change in the counsels of that clneftam The 
Goveinor-Geneial in Council deemed it piobable that Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, or rather Serjee Rao Ghautka, had at length 
been undeceived with regaid to the actual power and re¬ 
sources of Jeswunt Rao Holkai, and to the condition of Ins 
affairs, and that despamng of the accomplishment of any 
views which Dowlut Rao Scindiah 01 his minister might 
have been mduced to enteitam by a fallacious dependance 
upon the supposed piosperity of Holkai’s cause and the 
stiengtli of his powei, Dowlut Rao Scindiah might have 
become sincerely disposed to maintain peace with the British 
Government Although the pievious pioceedings of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah had not only constituted a duect violation on 
his pait, of eveiy subsisting engagement, but had been de¬ 
cidedly hostile to the Butish powei, the Governoi-Geneial 
m Council was not of opinion that either the security oi the 
dignity of the Butish Government lequned the lejection 
of that chieftain’s pacific oveituies, since undei actual cir¬ 
cumstances, those oveituies, if smceie, constituted a sub¬ 
missive acknowledgment of the supenonty of oui powei, 
and a due sense of that supenoiity m the mmds of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah and his minister, afforded a lational secuuty 
for the continuance of peace. 

Under this view of the subject the Govern or-Geneial in 
Council lesolved to accept the lettei of Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah combined with the declaration of that chieftain and his 
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ministers as reported in the Acting Resident’s despatch of 
the 3rd of April, as a satisfactory atonement for the insults 
which had been offered to the British Resident at his High¬ 
ness’s court, and to pursue the system of pacific measures 
for the permanent adjustment of all- depending questions, 
which had been prescribed by the Governor-General’s in¬ 
structions to the Acting Resident of the 2nd of April (the 
substance of which is contained in former paragraphs of 
this despatch) provided that the conduct of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiali should be consistent with the amicable professions 
of his letter, and with the verbal declarations which the 
Acting Resident had received from Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
and liis minister. 

In adopting this resolution, however, it was not the in¬ 
tention of the Governor-General in Council to admit of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s proposed mediation for the settle¬ 
ment of peace, or to authorize a deviation from the instruc¬ 
tions issued to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief on 
the 10th and 12th of April; the Commander-in-Chief being 
directed by those instructions to adopt measures of coercion 
or hostility against Dowlut Rao Scindiah, only in the event 
of his pursuing a system of conduct inconsistent with the 
obligations of amity towards the British Government. 

On the basis of these resolutions, additional instructions 
were issued to the Acting Resident at the court of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah under date the 20th of April, apprizing him 
of the course of conduct which the Governor-General had 
resolved to adopt towards Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and autho¬ 
rising him under the stated provisions, to proceed to satisfy 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah on all the points specified in the 
Governor-General’s instructions of the 2nd of April, without 
awaiting the arrival of Colonel Close. The Acting Resident 
was directed to apprize Dowlut Rao Scindiah that the Go¬ 
vernor-General had consented to receive his Highness’s 
letter, combined with the verbal declarations of his Highness 
and his minister, as a satisfactory atonement for the outrages 
committed by his servants upon the British Residency, and 
to communicate to his Highness the orders which he had 
received for the satisfactory adjustment of all depending 
questions $ stating to Dowlut Rao Scindiah at the same time, 
the .causes. which would probably prevent the arrival of 
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the object of it, which lie stated to be, to entei upon the 
pioposed mediation between the Commandei-m-Chief and 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai The Acting Resident howevei 
deemed it piopei to demand fiom Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
himself an explanation of the movement of Seijee Rao 
Gliautka The Acting Resident being admitted to an 
audience, leceived fiom Dowlut Rao Scmdiah the same ex¬ 
planation as that which was afforded by Annali Bhaskci, 
accompanied by piofessions of the most amicable natuic, and 
by a lepetition of his Highness’s lequest that the Acting 
Resident would addiess a lettei to the Commander-in-Chief, 
desmng the suspension of hostilities against Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar 

Youi honouiable Committee will not fail to lemaik the 
disgi aceful evasion and deceit winch distinguished the con¬ 
duct of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah on this occasion After having 
repeatedly remonstiated with the ministeis of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah against the measuie of that chieftain’s piocceding 
to the vicinity of Bhuitpore, the Acting Resident obtained 
his Highness’s consent to lemam at Subbulguih until the 
time when Colonel Close’s aruval might be expected, yet 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah immediately aftei the conclusion of 
that anangement, despatched Seijee Rao Gautka to Bhuit- 
poie avowedly foi the accomplishment of the alleged object 
of his Highness's maich to that place 

It is necessaiy to mtenupt the nanative of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s pioceedings foi the purpose of adveiting to the 
negotiations with the Rajah of Bliuitpoie, the commence¬ 
ment of which was noticed m oui despatch to youi honouiable 
Committee of the 24th of Maich and which have teimmated 
m the settlement of peace with that chieftain 

The teims to which the Rajah of Bhuitpoie has ultimately 
assented are, that the Rajah shall pay to the honourable 
Company the sum of twenty lacks of rupees by instal¬ 
ments, the whole to be discharged within the space of four 
* yeais 

The last instalment however to be remitted, if the intei- 
mediate conduct of the Rajah shall be satisfactory to the 
Butish Government 

That the Rajah shall assist to the utmost of his power in 
lepelling any attack upon the Butish possessions and that 
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the Rajah shall nevei hold any conespondence with the ene¬ 
mies of the Butisli powei, 01 he in any way connected with 
them. 

That the Rajali will nevei enteitain in his seivice any 
subject of Gieat Butain 01 Fiance, 01 any Euiopean without 
the sanction of the Butish Government 

That as a secunty foi the peifoimance of the articles of 
the tieaty, one of the Rajah’s sons shall constantly lemain 
with the oflicei commanding the Butish forces m the Soubahs 
ol Delhi 01 Agia, and that the foitiess of Deig shall con¬ 
tinue m the occupation of a Butish gamson, until the Butish 
Government shall be peifectly satisfied of the Rajah’s fide¬ 
lity and attachment 

On the otliei hand, the Butish Government engages pei- 
manently to guaiantee Rajah Runjeet Sing in the possession 
of his anticnt temtoiy the Rajah consentmg, as the condi¬ 
tion of his light eventually to claim the aid of the Butish 
powei, and to submit to the aibitiation of the Butish Go¬ 
vernment any diffei ence which may occui between him and 
any otliei state oi chieftain 

The teims of this tieaty do not diffei matenally fiom those 
which 'weie piescnbed in the Govemoi-Geneial’s mstiuctions 
of the 19th of Maicli, and being consideied by the Goveinoi- 
Geneial m Council to be in eveiy respect advantageous and 
honourable to the British Government, the tieaty was lati- 
fied by the Governoi-Geneial, m Council on the £d of 
May 

Although the treaty with Rajah Runjeet Sing was not 
finally executed until the 17th of Apul, all the stipulations 
of it were adjusted on the 11th of that month, and on the 
evening of that day, the Rajah’s son ainved m the British 
camp as an hostage On the same evening Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar was compelled by the Rajah to leave Bhuitpoie 

On the same day his Excellency the Commandei-in-Chief 
received a letter fiom Seijee Rao Ghautka who had pro¬ 
ceeded to Weir, a town situated about fifteen miles S.W of 
Bhurtpore, intimating that at the lequest of the Acting 
British Resident, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had consented to 
wait ten days at Subbulguih m the expectation of Colonel 
Close’s arrival, “ That the Acting JBt itisli Resident had at 
the same time expt essed a desii e that Dowlut Rao bctndiah 
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should mteipose lus mediation foi the settlement of peace , 
and that his Highness had accoi dingly despatched Seijee 
Rao Ghautka to Bhintpoie Jot the pwpose of concluding 
ceitam negotiations telative to peace" Seijee Rao Ghautka 
fmthei expiessed his intention of halting one day at Wen 
and of pioceedmg on the following day lightly attended to 
Blnntpoie, aftei his amval at which place, wliatevei nego¬ 
tiations might be concluded, should be communicated to the 
Commandei -m-Chief 

In leply to this lettei his Excellency the Commandei-m- 
Chief intimated to Seijee Rao Ghautka that teims of peace 
having been gianted to Rajah Runjeet Sing, Seijee Rao 
Ghautka’s pioceedmg to Blnntpoie was unnecessaiy, and 
might subveit the lelations of amity between the Butisli 
Government and Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and lecommended 
his immediate letum to the camp of that chieftain 

On the 12th of Apiil, howevei, Seijee Rao Ghautka ad¬ 
vanced with a small paity of hoise witlim a shoit distance ol 
Bhuitpoie, and tiansmitted a message to Rajah Runjeet 
Sing soliciting a peisonal confeience The Rajah intimated 
to Ghautka in leply, that he had concluded peace with the 
Bntisli power, and that Seijee Rao’s advance to Bhuitpoie 
was therefoie impiopei On leceipt of this leply Seijee Rao 
Ghautka letieated to his camp at Weir, where he was sub¬ 
sequently iomed by Ilolkai with thiee 01 four thousand 
lioise in a veiy leduced condition, constituting neaily the 
whole of that chieftain’s remaining foice, and both pioceeded 
towaids the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah at Subbulguih 

Your honouiable Committee will obseive the gioss false¬ 
hood of the asseition contained in Seijee Rao Ghautka’s lettei, 
that the Acting Resident had expiessed a desne that Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah should mteipose Ins mediation foi the settle¬ 
ment of peace, the Acting Resident having distinctly declared 
m his confei ences with Dowlut Rao Scindiali and Ins ministers 
that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s mediation was inadmissible and 
that it was not within the limit of the Acting Resident’s au- 
tlionty to suggest to the Commandei-m-Clnef an armistice 
foi the puipose of negotiating the settlement of peace, which 
the Commandei -m-Chief alone possessed the powei to con¬ 
clude 

With legald to the object of Seijee Rao Ghautka’s advance 
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to Bhuitpoie no doubt exists that the immediate puipose of 
that movement was to pi event the conclusion of peace with 
Rajah ltun]eet Sing 

The facts of the pieceding nanative and the detail of 
Dowlut Rao Scindmh’s pioceedmgs, as described m oui 
despatch ot the 24tli of Maicli, appeal to the Govemoi- 
Geneial m Council to contain satisfactoiy pi oof that m ad¬ 
vancing to the noitlnvaid it was not the intention of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, cithei to act against Jeswunt Rao Holkai, or 
to effect a pacification* excepting only m the event of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah’b being enabled, by a combination of his foice 
with that of the eneni} r , to dictate the teims of peace m 
fdvoui of Holkai, and of an anangement in favoui of him¬ 
self 

Rut whatevei might be the specific object of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s advance to the noitliwaul, it may justly be pre¬ 
sumed that such object coincided with the views of Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai , it is manifest also that these views, whatevei they 
might be, were to be accomplished by an union of the foices 
of those chieftains, and it was obviously the mteiest of 
Dowlut Rio Scmdiali as well as of Jeswunt Rao Holkai, 
umlci such eiicumstaiices, to fiustiate the depending nego¬ 
tiation between the Biitish Government and Rajah Runjeet 
Smg. 

The negotiation with Runjeet Sing was a mattei of public 
notoriety, and its piogiess could not be unknown to Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah and his mimsteis, adveiting theiefore to the 
state of the negotiation at the penod of Seijee Rao Ghautka’s 
deptu tui e fiom the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, that 
liumstei’s advance to Bhurtpoie, and Ins solicitude to confer 
with Rajah Runjeet Sing, can only be ascribed to a design 
of pi eventing the conclusion of peace between the Biitish 
Government and Rajah Runjeet Sing, and the Commandei- 
m-Chief actually received intelligence from the accredited 
vakeels of Rajah Runjeet Sing, that Serjee Rao Ghautka, 
both by letters and by messages, had earnestly dissuaded 
Runjeet Sing from concluding any engagements with the 
British powei, intimating at the same time that Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah was proceeding to Ins lelief 

Aceoiding to the expectation afFoided by the Acting Resi¬ 
dent to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, the Acting Resident gianted 
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bills foi the thud instalment of the pensions payable undei 
the tieaty of Seijee Anjengaum On leceipt of this inhum¬ 
ation, howevei, his Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief 
deemed it necessaiy to issue instiuctions to the Acting Resi¬ 
dent, undei date the 14th of Apnl, suggesting the inex¬ 
pediency of furnishing Dowlut Rao Scindiali with fuithei 
pecumaiy supplies undei the equivocal circumstances of his 
recent conduct, until the Acting Resident should leceive 
ordeis foi that pui pose fiom the Govemoi-Geneial in Coun¬ 
cil, 01 until he should be satisfied that such advances of 
money would induce Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to letuin to the 
south waid. 

In a subsequent pait of our despatch of the 21'tli of Maich 
the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council stated to youi honouiable 
Committee that the foice undei the command of Lieut - 
Colonel Maitindell was encamped in a position on the bank 
of the Sind, which enabled him equally to secuie the internal 
tranquillity of Bundelcund, and to piotect that piovince and 
the temtoiy of Goliud fiom external invasion. Lieut -Colonel 
Martindell continued foi some time to occupy the same posi¬ 
tion, no movement of an enemy’s force, nor any appeal ance 
of internal commotion, having rendered a change of position 
necessary Lieut-Colonel Maitindell having subsequently 
leceived information of the aruval of a pait of Scindiah’s 
aimy at Naiwa, and of his intention to advance to Subbul- 
guih, deemed it necessaiy to lefei to the authonty of his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief foi instiuctions with le- 
spect to the conduct which he should puisue in the event of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s attempting to cioss the Chumbul 
Pieviously to the leceipt of instiuctions fiom the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, however, Lieut -Colonel Martindell having 
obtained infoimation fiom Mi Jenkins of the positive inten¬ 
tion of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to advance with Ins aimy to the 
vicinity of Bhuitpore, lesolved to pioceed to a moie advanced 
position, and subsequently, until the leceipt of fuither orders, 
to legulate the movements of his foice by those of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, in confoimity to the geneial instiuctions which 
he had foimeily leceived fiom the Commandei-m-Clnef 
In consequence of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s advance to the 
noithward, Lieut-Colonel Maitindell, who had now leceived 
-orders fiom the Commandei-m-Chief applicable to that event, 
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continued to advance m the same direction, caiefully abstam- 
m g horn my violation of the possessions of Scmdiah, oi his 
dependants, and on the Gth of Apul leached a position on 
the southern hank of the Chumbul, at a shoit distance 
fiom Dholepoie 

The vicinity of Lieut-Colonel Mai tmdell’s camp to that 
of Dow hit Rao Scindnili’s appealed to excite a consideiable 
degice of alann in the minds of that chieftain and his mi- 
nisteis, and on the 11th of Apul Dovvlut Rao Scmdiah 
requested the attendance of the Acting Resident foi the 
express pui pose of stating the appieliension which he entei- 
tained upon that subject The Acting Resident having 
accoidmgly attended the duibai, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah stated 
the appiehension which had been excited m bis mind by the 
advance ol Lieut-Colonel Maitmdell’s detachment towards 
the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, d,nd lequested the Acting 
Resident to prevent the appioach of that detachment withm 
the distance of twenty coss fiom Scmdiah’s camp Aftei 
some discussion upon this subject, m the couise of which the 
Acting Resident cxpl lined the necessity of the piesence of 
Lieut -Colonel Mai tindcll’s detachment in its actual position, 
and assuied his Highness that a pievious aggression on his 
pait could alone pioduce hostility on the pait of Lieut,- 
Colonel Maitindell’s detachment, the Acting Resident suc¬ 
ceeded m dispelling Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s appiehensions 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah then proceeded to apprize the Acting 
Resident of the ai rival of Bappojee Stmdiah m the vicinity 
of his camp, declaring his intention of visiting that chieftain, 
and requesting the opinion of the Acting Resident upon that 
subject. * 

It will occui to the recollection of the honouiable Commit¬ 
tee that Bappojee commanded Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s con¬ 
tingent of troops at the commencement of hostilities with 
Jcswunt Rao Holkai, and after joining the detachment under 
tbe command of Lieut.-Colonel Monson, deseited with his 
troops to the enemy. 

In reply to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s lefeience to the Acting 
Resident on the subject of Bappojee Scmdiah, the Acting 
Resident adverted to th e treacheiy of that chieftain, and 
submitted to his Highness’s judgment the impropriety of 
visiting an officer who had placed himself in the condition of 
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an open enemy to the Bnlish Government Dowlut Ilao 
Scmdiah howevei, notwithstanding this dochuation on the 
pait of the Acting Resident* pioceeded in the evening ot the 
same day to visit Bappojee Scmdiah 

On the 14'th the Resident leceived a visit fiom Ann.ih 
Bhaskei, who appiized him on the pait of Dowlut llao Sein- 
diali, that Meei Khan was ailived m the vicinity of his 
Highness’s camp, that Ins Highness lud leceived 110 com¬ 
munication lelative to the object of Meei Khan’s amval, 
but that his Highness supposed Meei Khan to have been 
despatched by Holkai with views concspondmg with those 
which had dictated the mission of Scijce Rao Ghautka to 
Bhuitpoie It is supeifluous to lemaik tliat this statement 
w r as calculated to affoid to Dowlut Rao Scmdiali a plausible 
pietext foi leceivmg Meei Khan 

On the 15th of Apul the Acting Resident with Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah leceived anothei visit fiom Annali Bhaskei, 
who conveyed a message on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scmdiali, 
purpoiting that his Highness had alieady appiized the Acting 
Resident of the object of Seijie Rao Ghautka’s mission to 
Bhuitpoie, that Ghautka, befoie his airival at that place, 
had received with great satisfaction the intelligence of the 
conclusion of peace with Rajah Runjeet Sing, that Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah had dnected Annah Bliaskei to congiatulate 
the Acting Resident on this event m his Highness’s name, 
that Jeswunt Rao Holkai had lesolved to lenew his attack 
upon the Company’s femtoiies, but that'the numstei’s pei- 
suasions had induced Jeswunt Rao Holkai to abandon that 
lesolution, that Holkai had consented to accept the media¬ 
tion of Dowlut Rao Scmdiali, and that Seijee Rao Ghautka 
was accoidmgly on lus way to Dowlut Rao Scindiak’s camp 
with Holkar, who was expected to amve m the couise of the 
day To this communication the Acting Resident leplied, by 
stating that the Commander-m-Clnef had alieady declaied 
Ins disposition to attend to any lepresentation which Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, as the friend and ally of the British Govern¬ 
ment, might think piopei to state with lcgard to Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai, and that accoidmgly it was the duty of the 
Acting Resident to repoit to the Commandei-in-Chief and to 
the Goveinoi-Geneial any communication upon that subject 
which he might leceive fiom his Highness Annali Bhaskci 
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then signified to the Acting Resident that it was the inten¬ 
tion of Dowlut Rao Scindiali to invite lnm to a confeience, 
and that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was anxiously desuous of 
secuung the pennanent tianquillity of India, by mediating a 
peace between the Butish Government and Jeswunt Rao 
Ilolhai, and by lmpiovmg the lelations of amity and alliance 
with the Butish Government 

On the 15tli of Apiil, Jeswunt Rao Holkai with all his 
mnaimng foicc, ailived m the vicinity of Dowlut Rao Scm¬ 
diah’s camp, and was visited by his Highness and all the 
pnncipal officeis of his couit Befoie Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
piocccded to the camp of Jeswunt Rao Holkai, the Acting 
Resident leceived a message from his Highness, puipoitmg 
that he was suipuzed by the sudden amval of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai That lus Highness had despatched a message to 
Iloikar, desmng lnm not to cioss the Chumbul, but that 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar having disiegaided Ins lequest, Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah was compelled to visit him That his Highness 
paiticulaily wished the Acting Resident to be piesent at the 
mteiview, and that the vakeels of the Peishwa and the Rajah 
of Beiai had also been desued to attend The Acting Resi¬ 
dent leplied to this message by adveitmg to the extieme lm- 
piopucty ol the icqucst lespccting his attendance, and by 
ohseiving that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s mtended visit to Jes¬ 
wunt Rao Holkai was utterly inconsistent with the relations 
subsisting between lus Highness and the Butish Govern¬ 
ment 

On the 17th of Apiil the Acting Resident attended the 
duibar of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah by appointment The ob¬ 
ject of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah in desuing the attendance of 
the Acting Resident was to satisfy the mind of the Acting 
Resident with legaid to the pacific motives of the junction of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai with the aimy of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
which lus Highness’s ministers endeavouied to justify upon 
the giounds already stated 

It is pi opei to gtate that in consequence of the instructions 
of the Govei noi -Genei al to Ins Excellency the Commandei- 
m-Clnef of the 4th of Apnl (ol which the substance is con¬ 
tained in a foimer pait of this despatch), the Commandei- 
m-Chief m a lettei addiessed to the Acting Resident by his 
Excellency’s command, undei date the 16th of Apiil, sigm- 
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fied that Dowlut Rao Scindiali could not be admitted to tieat 
for Jeswunt Rao Holkai 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council also deems it piopei 
that yom honouiable Committee should be apprized of the 
mstiuctions which, under the geneial poweis vested m his 
Excellency the Commandei-in-Chief by the autlionty of the 
Governor-Geneial in Council, combined with the mstiuctions 
occasionally transmitted to the Commandei-m-Cluef, his Ex¬ 
cellency issued to the Acting Resident foi the regulation of 
his conduct, according to the lepoits which his Excellency 
successively leceived fiom the Acting Resident of the pio- 
giess of tiansactions and events at the couit of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah Copies of those documents aie accoidmgly enclosed 

Youi honouiable Committee will obseive horn the tenoi of 
those mstiuctions that his Excellency the Commandei-in- 
Chief directed the Acting Resident to signify to Dowlut 
Rao Scindiali that his consent to letue with his army to a 
consideiable distance fiom its actual position and his separa¬ 
tion from Holkar, must be consideied by his Highness to be 
the conditions upon which alone his Excellency could entei 
mto an amicable discussion of all points connected with the 
interests of the two states Your honourable Committee will 
furthei lemaik, that the Commandei-m-Chief lepeated his 
injunctions to the Acting Resident, dnectmg him to reject 
any proposal on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to nego¬ 
tiate for Jeswunt Rao Holkar 

These mstiuctions conesponded with the spmt of the 
Goveinoi-General’s mstiuctions to the Commandei-m-Chief 
of the 4th and 7th of April, which Loid Lake had at that 
time received, and of which the substance is stated in pie- 
cedmg paiagiaphs of this despatch 

Youi honourable Committee will also obseive fiom the 
tenor of the Commander-in-Chief’s mstiuctions to the Acting 
Resident, that his Excellency took occasion to dueet the 
Acting Resident to oppose Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s unfounded 
pretensions to the ment of having induced Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai to abandon his project of invading the honourable 
Company’s teintones, by adverting to the total failure of the 
foimer enterpuzes of Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Meei Khan 
against the British possessions even at a time when then 
troops weie numeious and efficient, and to the manifest lm- 



ISO 3 


TIIE SECR.1 T COMMITTEE 


207 


practicability of the lenewal ot such attempts, m the disabled 
and miseiable condition to which the foice of those chieftains 
was actually 1 educed 

Picviously to a resumption of the nanative of transactions 
and piocccdings at the couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, the 
Goveinoi-Geneial in Council deems it expedient to state to 
your honouiable Committee the giounds on which the Go- 
vernoi-Geneial m Council consideis the advance of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah to the noithwaid foi the declaied puipose of 
nitei posing Ins mediation foi the settlement of peace, and his 
junction with Jeswunt Rao Holkai, although foi the same 
piotessed puipose, to constitute a violation of the treaty of 
peace as well as of defensive alliance, and to justify the pio- 
secution of hostilities against that chieftain. 

Dowlut Rao Scmdiah did not announce to the British Re¬ 
sident his lesolution of pioceedmg to Bhuitpoie and the 
ostensible object of that measuie, until the 21st of March, at 
which time Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had leached the vicinity of 
Narwa, In Ins lettei to the Goveinoi-Geneial leceived on 
the 19th ot Apiil, and lefened to m a preceding paiagiaph 
of this despatch, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah declared that he was 
pioceedmg to Oujem, but that the information of the state of 
affau s in Hmdostan had induced him to change his loute, 
and to proceed to the noithwaid foi the purpose of “ allaying 
the dust of distuibance ” 

This wntten communication is manifestly mtended to cor¬ 
respond with the above mentioned intimation to the Resident. 
At what stage of Dowlut Rao Scindiali’s pi ogress fiom the 
banks of the Nerbuddah, his Highness changed his route m 
the manner described, cannot easily Be determined The 
presumption is, that his Highness never entertained the de¬ 
sign of proceedmg to his capital But assuming his High¬ 
ness’s own veibal and written declarations as a standaid by 
which to judge of his conduct m this instance, it may justly 
be asserted, that after his Highness’s maich fiom Seronge 
before the doBe of the month of February, he did not change 
his route, and that on the contiaiy, his Highness proceeded 
from that station "with a resolution to approach the scene o 
hostilities. During one month therefoie Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
continued to move with an army towards the position of the 
contending foices, contraiy to the most solemn asseverations 
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of his intention to pioceed to Oujem without 1 evoking lus 
pi onuses to that effect, and without afFoiding to the Biitisli 
Govemment dnectly 01 thiough the channel of its lepiesen- 
tative at lus Highness’s Couit any explanation whatevei of 
the object of lus Highness’s maicli in that duection 

Scmdiah has declaied, that in assembling a foicc and in 
pioceeding at the head of it to the scene of hostilities, lus 
intention was to intei pose lus mediation foi the settlement of 
peace between the Butish Government and its enemies 

If Dowlut Rao Scmdiah can be supposed to possess a light 
to adopt the measuie of an aimed mediation foi the settle¬ 
ment of peace between the Biitisli Government and its ene¬ 
mies, that light must be founded eithei on the geneial pim- 
ciples of the law of nations, 01 on the piovisions of tieaty 
The only cases in which such an intei feience can be deemed 
justifiable upon the punciples of the law of nations, aie those 
m which the secunty of the inteifeiing pai ty is manifestly and 
dnectly endangeied by the success of one of the belhgeient 
poweis A geneial refeience to facts will be sufficient to 
demonstiate that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah could not found upon 
the basis of this position any light to intei pose his unsolicited 
mediation * 

It is superfluous to consider the supposed case of the 
success of Holkai’s aims ovei those of the Biitisli power, 
smee Dowlut Rao Scmdiah could not have acted on the 
giound of the dangei to which lus government would be 
exposed by the consequent aggiandizement of Holkai’s powei, 
without acting m confoimity to the obligation of the defensive 
alliance subsisting between Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the 
British Government This giound of mteifeience howcvei 
evidently did not exist, noi vi as it in fact assumed by Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah A leference to the naiiative of facts and 
transactions is sufficient to demonstiate that Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah could appiehend no danger from any succesb of 
Holkai over the Biitisli aims, and that the mteifeience of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was dnectcd exclusively to the benefit 
of Holkai’s cause 

The light of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to interpose an aimed 
mediation foi the settlement of peace, could not be founded 
on any dangei to be apprehended fiom the aggiandizement 
of the Butish powei, by the dcstiuction of that of Holkai, 
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tlic secunty of Scmdiah could not be consideied to be 
moic cndangcied by whatcvei degree of ascendancy the 
Bntish powei could be supposed to acquue, than it was 
at the moment when the peace of Snjee Anjengauin was con¬ 
cluded , since, subsequently to the pacification, the secunty 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah has not depended m any degiee 
upon Ins ability to insist the Bntish aims, 01 upon the exis- 
tence of Ilolkai’s powei Scmdiah thciefoie would have been 
equally justified upon the pnnciple of self-defence, in viola¬ 
ting the peace immediately aftei its conclusion, as m mtei- 
posmg upon the same pnnciple, an aimed mediation foi the 
settlement of peace between the Bntish Government and 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai 

It remains to considei whethei the engagements subsisting 
between Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Bntish Government, 
can be considered to convey to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah a light 
to mtei feie by an aimed mediation foi the settlement of peace 
between the Bntish Government and its enemies 

The tieaty of peace contains no stipulations m any mannei 
applicable to this question, which must theiefoie be considered 
solely with lefeience to the tieaty of defensive alliance By 
that tieaty Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was bound to co-opeiate to 
the extent of his powei with the Bntish Government m the 
lcduction of the enemy’s foice The conduct of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah under that engagement having been fully stated in 
the course of the nanative contained in this despatch, and in 
oui despatch of tlic 24<lh of Maich, it is sufficient to obseive 
that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah has not dischaiged any obligation 
of the defensive alliance Dowlut Rao Scmdiah has himself 
admitted this fact, and has pleaded as an excuse, his inability 
to co-opeiate with the Bntish aims against the common 
enemj M hatcvei lights 01 pietcnsions theiefoie Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah might have denved undei the tieaty of alliance, 
have been justly foifeitcd, since he cannot leasonably claim 
the benefit of a lecipiocal engagement, his pait of which he 
has eitliei neglected 01 has been unable to fulfil But under 
any cncumstances it cannot be concluded, that fiom the 
obligations of the defensive alliance Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
denves a right to intei jiobc a foiced mediation foi the settle¬ 
ment of peace between the Bntish Government and its ene- 

vol. v P 
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mies, although Dowlut Rao Scindiah be himself an ally m 
the wai 

As an ally of the Butish Government the obligation im¬ 
posed upon Dowlut Rao Scindiah is of an opposite natuie 
It is his duty to aid the Butisli Government m the 1 eduction 
of the enemy’s powei, until the object of the wai shall have 
been accomplished Wheieas Dowlut Rao Scindiali’s media- 
ation undei actual cu cumstances, was dnected to the benefit 
of the enemy opposed to that of the Butish Government, 
befoie those objects had been accomplished. 

Supposing the power of the enemy to have been 1 educed 
to a condition which piecluded all appiehension of futuie 
danger fiom it, the object of the wai might be consideied to 
have been so fai accomplished, as to admit of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s withdi awing Ins co-opeiation without a violation 
of the spmt and intent of the defensive alliance undei a 
contraiy supposition Scmdiali is pledged to continue his co- 
opeiation Combining theiefoie these aiguments with the 
fact (which must necessanly be supposed, and which unques¬ 
tionably existed in the present case) that the measuie of an 
aimed mediation on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, was 
not necessaiy to that chieftain’s security, it is evident that 
the adoption of that measuie was a positive violation of the 
tieaty of defensive alliance, an invasion of the lights of the 
British Government as an independent state, and inconsis¬ 
tent with the lelations established between the two states by 
the tieaty of peace, and would consequently have justified 
on the paitof the Butish Government an immediate decima¬ 
tion of wai against Dowlut Rao Scindiah The subse¬ 
quent junction of Dowlut Rao Scindiah with the enemy, 
although professedly connected with the puiposes of peace, 
was manifestly an aggiavation of the hostile conduct of that 
chieftain. The pioposed mediation theicfore could not have 
been accepted by the British Government without a degree 
of humiliation utterly inconsistent with the establishment of 
the leal sources of duiable tianquillity and secuiity, and a 
pacification effected undei such circumstances must have 
been founded on the disgraceful and piecanous basis of un¬ 
limited concession. 

On the 21st ofApnl his Excellency the Commandei-m-Clnef 
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with the whole of the Butish aimy under lus peisonal com¬ 
mand, maiclied fiom Blnntpoie in the diiection of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiali's camp This mo\ement was manifestly neces- 
saiy with lefeience eitliei to a state of wai, 01 to an amicable 
teimmation of all depending questions with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiali, and was necessaiy also foi the puipose of cairymg 
into effect the mstiuctions of the Goveinoi-Geneial m 
Council 

On the ISth of Apul, Rajah Ambajee was seized by oidei 
of Jcswunt Rao Holhai The object of this act of violence 
was to extoit fiom Ambajee a supply of money, and by sub¬ 
sequent lepoits it appeals that Ambajee was compelled to 
promise payment of fifty lacs of rupees 

Your lionouiable Committee will have obseived fiom the 
piecedmg nanative, that befoie the Acting Resident with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiali could have leceived the Goveinoi- 
Gcneial m Council’s mstiuctions of the 2d of Apul, the sub¬ 
stance of which is stated in foimei paiagiaphs of this des¬ 
patch, the state of aftaiis at the couit of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah had altcied mateiially hom that which was contemplated 
by the Govemoi-Geneial in Council at the date of those 
mstiuctions, put of those mstiuctions had been anticipated 
by the Acting Resident and the change of ciicumstances 
icndeied other points of those instructions inapplicable to 
the situation of affairs Pieviously to the Acting Resident’s 
leceipt of those ordcis, he had consented to pay the thud 
instalment of pensions payable by tieaty, as stated m a foimei 
paiagiaph , and also two lacs of mpees on account of the 
levenues of the distncts of Dholepoie, Banee and Rajah- 
Kerra The payment of the instalment of pensions had been 
actually effected, befotc the Acting Resident’s leceipt of the 
Governor-General ui Council's instructions of the 2d of Apul, 
but the Acting Resident had not at that time gi anted hills 
for the two lacs of mpccs, which he had consented to pay on 
account of the revenues of Dliolepore, Baice and Rajah- 
Kerra. 

Subsequently to the Acting Resident’s receipt of the Go¬ 
vernor-General m Council’s instructions of the 2d of Apul, he 
received those of lus Kxcellency the Commander-in-Chief, 
suggesting the inexpediency of making further payments to 
Dowlut Rao Scmdwh under the ciicumstances of that chief- 
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tain’s conduct; combining however the manifest spirit and 
intention of those several orders, the Acting Resident deemed 
it to be his duty to fulfil the promise which he had already 
given relative to the payment of the two laCvS of rupees above- 
mentioned. The Governor-General in Council refers your 
honourable Committee to the Acting Resident’s letter of the 
19th of April to the Secretary to Government in the Secret 
Department, and to the copy of his address to the Coinman- 
der-in-Chief of the same date, for the motives and considera¬ 
tions which regulated his conduct on that occasion. 

In reply to the Acting Resident’s letter to the Connuander- 
in-Chief of the 19th of April however, his Excellency ex¬ 
pressed his decided opinion, that under the actual state of 
circumstances, the Acting Resident would have been jus¬ 
tified in suspending the payment of the sum which he had 
promised on account of the revenues of Dholepore, Baree 
and Rajali-Kerra, yntil his receipt of instructions from Go¬ 
vernment applicable to that state of circumstances; and his 
Excellency repeated his orders to the Acting Resident pro¬ 
hibiting any further advances to Dowlut Rao Scindiah. The 
Commander-in-Chief further intimated to the Acting Resi¬ 
dent, that as the seizure of Ambajee by Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
in the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, without whose concur- 
ence and participation it could not have been effected, con¬ 
stituted a proof of the combination of the interests and views 
of those chieftains, his Excellency deemed it absolutely 
necessary that the Acting Resident should take the earliest 
opportunity of quitting Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s camp. His 
Excellency at the same time desired the Acting Resident to 
suggest to the Commander-in-Chief any mode by which liis 
Excellency might facilitate the Acting Resident’s safe arrival 
at the head quarters of the British army, or at any other 
British station. His Excellency also offered to address a 
letter to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, if in the judgment of the 
Acting Resident, such a letter would facilitate his departure. 

The Governor-General in Council deems it proper in this 
place to advert to additional instructions which under a 
knowledge of all the circumstances already stated in this 
narrative, the Governor-General in Council judged it expe¬ 
dient to issue to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief on 
the subject of a pacification with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 



180.5 


11TB SFCIIL1 COMMITTI'T 


213 


The Govcinoi-Geneial m Council having now undei Ins 
view .ill the cucumstances of the conduct and state of Scin- 
dwili’s government, with lefeience as well to its geneial couise 
of policy, as to its connection with Holkai, his Excellency 
m Council deemed it to be piopei to tiansnut to the Coin- 
111 and ei-ln-Clue f inadetailedniannei,thegiouiids of the 01 dels 
foi 1 ejecting the piofeied mediation of Scindiah for the set¬ 
tlement of peace with Holkai, and to state the actual condi¬ 
tion of Dowlut R 10 Scindiah lelatively to the Biilisli Govern¬ 
ment, in a point of new contiasted with the cucumstances of 
Ins situation in the month of June 180i, when the Goveinoi- 
Gencial 111 Council pioposed to effect a settlement with Jes- 
wunt Rao Holkai thiough the inteiposition of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, and to appnze the Coramandei - 111 -Chief that if 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah weie again placed 111 the same condition 
1 datively to the Butisli Government, as that m which he 
stood at the peuod above-mentioned, the Goveinoi-Geneial 
in Council would not object to the mtei position of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah 111 the conclusion of peace with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai 

A copy of these mstiuctions is annexed to this despatch foi 
youi honouiable Committee’s moie detailed mfoimation 

On the ‘iULli of Apul the Commandei-in-Chief received 
thiough the Acting Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, a 
lottei undei the seal of that chieftain pui porting, that since 
the conclusion of the tieaty of peace, the fuendship of the 
two states had been umfoimly piogiessive, that the object of 
that tieaty was to piomote peace and tianquillity thioughout 
India, that peace had accoi dingly been concluded between 
the Butisli Government and the Mahiatta states with the 
exception of Holkai, that Dowlut Rao Scindiah had matched 
from Booilianpoie foi the expiess puipose of effecting an 
accommodation between the Bntish Government and Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai, that with a view to negociate the teims of 
pacification, both with the Rajah of Bhuitpoie and with 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai, Dowlut Rao Scindiah had despatched 
Seijee Rao Ghautka to his Excellency the Coinmandei-m- 
Chief, but that befoie his aruval at Bhuitpoie, a tieaty had 
been concluded with Rajah Runjeet Sing, in consequence of 
which Jeswunt Rao Holkai had left Bhuitpoie, and had in¬ 
tended to cioss the Ganges and to attack the Company s 
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possessions, but had been withheld fiom the pi osecution ot 
that design by Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and lmd theiefoie pio- 
ceeded to lus Highness’s camp , and that for the pui pose of 
negotiating a ticaty of peace with Jeswunt Rao llolkai, a 
peison named Junaidun was now despatched by Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah to the Conimandei-ln-Clncf The lettei concluded 
by an intimation, that until the question of peace should be 
deteimined, llolkai should lefiain fiom lavagmg the Com¬ 
pany’s tcintoiy, and by a lequest that the Conimandei m- 
Chief w ould pi ohibit the detachment undei the command ot 
Lieut -Colonel Maitindell fiom piosecutmg any hostile opeia- 
tions against Jeswunt Rao Holkai 
Yoiu honourable Committee will not fail to obseive the 
declaiation contained in that lettei, of the evpiess object of 
Scnidiah’s maicli fiom Builianpoic, and the uttei incon¬ 
sistency of that declaiation with the piofessions and assu- 
lances by which the mimsteis of that chieftain duung the 
whole course of Ins progress fiom Builianpoie to Naiwa, en¬ 
deavoured to deceive the Butisli lepiesentative at 1ns court 
Youi honourable Committee will also obseive the gioundless 
pretensions of Scmdiali to the raent of withholding Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai from an attack upon the British teiritones, and 
you will remaik the extiaoidmaiy disiegaid of every prin¬ 
ciple of the subsisting alliance, manifested by the demand of 
a tieaty of peace between the Butisli Government and Jes¬ 
wunt Rao Holkai, aftei eveiy obligation ofhonoui and public 
faith had been violated by the junction of Scindiah with 
llolkai In the instiuctions which Ins Excellency the Com- 
niandei-in-Chief issued to the Acting Resident after the 
receipt of that lettei, the Conimandei-in-Cluef confiimed Ins 
foimei ordeis piohibiting the agitation of the seveial points 
stated in the Governoi-Geneial’b instiuctions of the 2nd of 
Apul, which Ins Excellency piopeily consideied to be en- 
tuely inapplicable to the actual situation of affans The 
Conimandei-m-Cluef, however, dnected the Acting Resident 
to delivei the Govemoi-Geneial’s answer to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiali’s letter of the 18th of Octobci if he should have 
received it, but at the same tune to signify to Dowlut ltao 
Scindiah that the cucumstances which had occuned subse¬ 
quently to the date of the Governor-General's lettei, and the 
ordeis of the Conimandei-m-Clnef, must picclude the Acting 
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Resident fiom any discussions upon the subject of that lettei. 
The Commandei- 111 -Chief fuitliei obseived, that the Acting 
Resident having alieady appuzed Dowlut Rao Scmdiah that 
his mediation was inadmissible, Scmdiah must have anticipated 
the puipoit of the Cominandei-m-Clnel’s leply, but that his 
Evct llency deemed it piopei to suspend the ti ansmission of 
a iepl\ until the amval of the Butish aimy on the banks of 
the Chumbul The Commandei-in-Chief expiessed his hope 
that the Acting Resident had objected to the mission of a 
vakeel on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah foi the purpose 
of negotiating a, peace with the enemy, and directed the 
Acting Resident in the event of his lecemng any fuither 
piopositions upon that subject, to apprize Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diali m the most positive teims, that a vakeel despatched foi 
such a puipose could not he leceived 

In conlormity to ordeis contained m a pnvate despatch to 
the Acting Resident fiom his Excellency the Commandei-m- 
(Jhief, dated the 24th of Apnl, the Acting Resident on the 
27th solicited an audience of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah foi the 
puipose of leqiiinng in the name of the Commandei-in-Chief 
the 1 etuin of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah fiom his actual position, 
and his separation fiom Jeswunt Rao Holkai Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah appointed the evening of that day foi the visit of 
the Acting Resident. The Acting Resident, howevei, deem¬ 
ing it propei to affoid to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah a pievious 
intimation relative to the nature of the intended communica¬ 
tion, tiammitted to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah a memonal upon 
that .subject. 

In that memorial the Acting Resident, after lemonstiatmg 
on the junction of the forces of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah with 
those of the enemy against whom he was pledged to co¬ 
operate, distinctly stated to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah that undei 
fcuch circumstances lus mediation for the settlement of peace 
with Jeswunt Rao Holkar could not he accepted by the 
Commander-in-Chief, and communicated on the part of his 
Excellency the prescubed requisition foi the letieatofhis 
Highness’s force to a distance of at least 100 miles fiom the 
frontier ofGohud, and foi the sepaiation of that chieftain 
from Holkar, intimating at the same time, that his Highness s 
refusal to comply with those just and reasonable reqmsitions 
would tend to convince the Commander-in-Chief of his High- 
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ness’s resolution to support the cause of the enemy, and to 
prosecute hostilities against the British power in conjunction 
with Jeswunt Rao Holkar and his adherents; and that in 
that event the Acting Resident had received the orders of 
the Commander-in-Chief to quit his Highness’s camp when¬ 
ever his Highness should furnish him with the requisite safe¬ 
guard to a British station. The Acting Resident took this 
opportunity of executing his Excellency the Connnander-in- 
Chief’s directions on the subject of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
assumption of the merit of having prevented Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar from renewing his invasion of the British territories. 

On the arrival of the British army at the hanks of the 
Chumbul on the 29th of April, the Commander-in-Chief 
despatched his reply to the letter from Dowlut Rao Scindiali, 
of which the substance is stated in a former paragraph. 
That reply contained a concise statement of those points of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s conduct since the commencement of 
hostilities with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, in which Scindiali had 
manifested an utter disregard of the obligations of the treaties 
subsisting, between the two states. The Commander-in-Chief 
concluded with a declaration, that the junction of his High¬ 
ness’s army with the remnant of Holkar’s forces having de¬ 
monstrated a combination of interests between his Highness 
and the enemies of the British Government, against whom 
his Highness was pledged by treaty to co-operate, the Com¬ 
mander-in-Chief had judged it proper to direct the Acting 
Resident at his Highness’s court to proceed with the gentle¬ 
men attached to the Residency to the camp of the Com¬ 
mander-in-Chief, and that the British Government would 
consider his Highness to be responsible in his own person, 
and in the persons of his family, ministers and servants, for 
the safe,and unmolested journey of the Acting Resident and 
of the gentlemen attached to the Residency with tlieir pro¬ 
perty to the nearest British camp. This letter was’ trans¬ 
mitted to the Acting Resident for the purpose of being 
delivered to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, together with the cor¬ 
responding instructions for the regulation of his conduct. 

On the 1st of May, Bhowanny Shunker, an officer of the 
highest rank attached to Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and greatly 
in the confidence of that chieftain, and Moorteza Khan, one 
of the principal chiefs of the tribe of Patans, in the service 
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ot Jeswunt Rao Holkai, amved in the Bntish camp with a 
body oi lioise toi the piupose of entenng into the seivice of 
the Bntish Go\eminent These chiefs weie induced to quit 
the seivite of Jeswunt Rao Holkai by the total failuie of 
llolkai’s icsoiuccs foi the payment of Ins tioops 

It has bt eii stated m a fonnei paiagiaph, that Dowlut 
llio Scindiah had appointed the evening of the 27th of 
Api ll toi the Acting Resident’s visit His Highness, liow- 
ovoi, did not think piopei eilhei to desne the Acting Resi¬ 
dent’s at tendance oi to letuin any satisfactoiy leply to the 
Vcting Resident’s memoual Duung the whole of that day 
and the succeeding night, the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
was in a state of evtieiue confusion and alann, m conse¬ 
quence of a lepoit that the Bntish tioops had advanced to 
a position m the vicinity of the camp, and on the morning of 
the 28th Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkai, with 
then lespective foices, letieated with the utmost piecipita- 
tion in the dnection of Shcopoie, a town situated at a shoit 
distance south of the Chumbul, in the loute to Kota, and 
about fifty miles lioitli-east of that place Then armies 
maiched on that day twenty miles, and on the following foui- 
teen Then loute lay along the banks of the Chumbul, ovei 
deep lavmcs, and the want of watei and excessive heat 
added to the dilhculty and fatigue of the maicli, occasioned 
the dostiuction of vast numbeis of the tioops of those chief¬ 
tains. Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkai con¬ 
tinued then maich along the banks of the Chumbul until 
then amval at Sheopoie, wheie they halted some days 

The Govemoi-Geneial m Council deems it piopei to state 
in this place the geneial opeiation of the oideis of the 5th of 
April, on the subject of adopting the necessaiy piepaiations 
for the eventual lenewal of hostilities with Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah accoidmg to the mfoimation at piesent in oui pos¬ 
session 

The Goveinoi-Geneial’s instructions to Colonel Close of 
the 5th of Apul (of which the substance is stated m a 
formei paiagiaph of this despatch) weie leceived by that 
officer at Nagpoie on the 19tli of the same month Colonel 
Close immediately issued instiuctions to Colonel Hahburton, 
commanding the Hydeiabad subsidiaiy foice (who had with¬ 
drawn the force undei Ins command towaids the Godaveiy, 
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agieeably to the oideis of the 24th of Janu.uy, as stated m 
oui despatch to youi lionouiable Committee of the 21th ol 
Maicli) to advance without delay to his fonnei position at 
Mulkapoie, wheie it was Colonel Closed intention that he 
should be joined by the main body of the Poonali Subsidiaiy 
foice undei the command of Colonel Wallace Colonel Hali- 
bui ton’s foice was equipped with batteimg guns, and eveiy 
requisite foi undei taking the siege of Asseeiguili, and was 
joined by the contingent of his Highness the Soubahdai of 
the Deccan. Colonel Close at the same tune signified to 
Colonel Wallace Ins desne, that Colonel Wallace should im¬ 
mediately advance with that pait of the subsidiaiy foice 
undei Ins command, which would leniam aftei pioviding for 
the piotection of Poonali, and foi the eventual occupation of 
the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiali in the vicinity of 
Ahmednagui, foi the puipose of joining Colonel Hahbuiton 
at Mulkapoie, and of assuming the command of the troops m 
the Deccan until the leceipt of fuithei oideis 

The foice to be left at Poonah, was to consist of two bat¬ 
talions of native infantry, and an equal force was to lemain 
at Ahmednagur foi the puipose of occupying Scindiah’s pos¬ 
sessions m that quaitei m the event of war The latter 
force, after perfoiming the prescribed service, was to advance 
and join the main body of the combined subsidiaiy foices 

Colonel Close commenced his maich fiom Nagpoie on 
the22d of April, and pioceeded m the dnection of Mulka¬ 
poie for the puipose of joining Colonel Hahbuiton’s detach¬ 
ment 

On the receipt of Colonel Close’s mstiuctions, Colonel Ha- 
libuiton commenced his maich on his return to Mulkapoie 
In conformity to Colonel Close’s dnections, measuies weie 
immediately adopted by Colonel Wallace m conceit with 
Captain T Sydenham, officiating Resident at the couit of his 
Highness the Peishwa, for preparing foi field seivice the 
part of the subsidiary force which was destined for active 
operations m the event of war with Scmdiah, and that corps 
consisting of his Majesty’s 74th regiment, thiee battalions of 
native mfantiy, and two regiments of native cavaliy, ex 
elusive of the two battahons intended to be left at Ahmed- 
nagur, was to have been ready to advance towai ds Mulkapore 
by the 20th of the present month in a state of efficient equip- 
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ment foi field seiwcc The necessaiy anangements weie 
also made foi seeming legulai and ample supplies of tieasuie 
and piovisions foi this detachment 
Youi honouiable Committee will have obseived by the 
Goveinoi-Geneial’s mstiuctions to the right honouiable Loid 
William Bcntmck of the 5tli of Apul (of which the substance 
is stated in a foimei paiagiaph of this despatch) that the 
Government of Foit St Geoige was mstiucted to adopt mea- 
siucs of piecaution against any attempt which might be made 
by the southern Malnatta chiefs to excite distuibance 01 to 
violate the neighbounng possessions of the Company 01 its 
allies With a view to guaid against any such attempt, as 
well as to piovide foi other contingencies which might anse, 
the light honouiable Loid William Bentmck and his Excel¬ 
lency Sii John Craddock deemed it to be advisable to pie- 
pale a consideiable force to be assembled at an advanced 
position m the ceded distucts Oideis weie accoidingly 
issued by those authonties foi assembling at Belhany a foice 
composed of his Majesty’s 33d regiment of foot, foui batta¬ 
lions of native infantry, his Majesty’s 22d legiment of light 
dragoons, and two legiments of native cavaliy, with a consi¬ 
deiable field equipment. The govei nment of Foit St Geoi ge 
also issued oideis for the letiun fiom Malabai of the two 
lemainmg battalions of the establishment of Bombay sei vmg 
in that province, lesolvmg to supply then place by withdiaw¬ 
ing a part"of the Bntish foices fiom the province of Tiavan- 
core The right honourable the Governor of Foit St. Geoi ge 
fuither deemed it to be advisable that the Dewan of Mysore 
should take the field with a body of the Rajah’s troops, and 
occupy a position on the fiontier of Mysore, and also that a 
body of the Sillahdar hoise in the service of the Rajah 
should join the British troops to be assembled at Belhairy. 

Your honourable Committee will obseive with satisfaction 
the alacuty with which the Dewan of Mysore assented to 
the pioposition of the right honouiable the Governoi of Fort 
St Geoige, and the piomptitude and efficiency of the ar¬ 
rangements adopted by the Dewan for the complete attain¬ 
ment of the objects suggested to his attention. 

Your honourable Committee will derive considerable satis¬ 
faction from observing the effects of the system of Govern¬ 
ment established m Mysoie, which enables that government 
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at so short a notice to assemble a foice capable both of 
affoiding complete piotection to that valuable countiy against 
the attacks of a foicign enemy, without the liazaid of internal 
disoidei, and of affoiding essential aul to the Bntish Govern¬ 
ment m the operations and anangements ot vvai Youi 
lionouiable Committee will obseive that the Dew an had en¬ 
gaged within the space of a foitnight fiom the elate of the 
Acting Resident’s communication, to assemble a foice at 
Hmesghui on the fiontiei of Mysoic, consisting of 3500 
cavaliy and 2500 legulai mfantiy, with a piopoition of aitil- 
lery, and to be piepaiecl with an additional body of light 
tioops and guns to lemfoice the army m advance oi to pio- 
ceed in any otliei clnection whenevei the seiviccs of that 
additional foice might be lequued 

The honouiable the Goveinoi of Bombay on the lcceipt 
of the Goveinoi-Gencial’s instiuctions of the 5tli of Apnl, 
adopted measures foi lemfoicmg the tioops in Guzeiat, to 
the extent immediately piacticable, having issued oideis foi 
the maich of five companies of Euiopean mfantiy and a com¬ 
pany of aitilleiy to join the foice undei Colonel Woodmgton, 
the officer commanding m Guzei at, and the necessary mea¬ 
sures weie also adopted foi lemforcmg the tioops m Guzerat 
in the mannei and to the extent pi escribed by the Goveinoi - 
General’s instiuctions of the 5th of Apiil 

The state of affans, howevei, which appealed to exist at 
the penod of time when the Governoi-Geneial in Council 
leceived the infoimation of the retieat of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diali fiom Subbulguih, lendeied it expedient m the judgment 
of the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council to modify the instiuc¬ 
tions of the 5th of Apnl in such a mannei as to combine 
with all the advantages of a state of pieparation foi active 
opeiations against the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
the pnnciples of a peimanent system of militaiy anangement 
and a matenal l eduction of military ex pence 

The conduct of Dowlut Rao Scindiah had unquestionably 
justified the most active measuies of wai against him, and if 
that chieftain, m conjunction with the enemy, had maintained 
his position at Subbulguih, the Governor-Genei al in Council 
would have consuleied that contingency to constitute one of 
those cases in which by the Goveinoi-Geneial’s instiuctions 
of the 4th, 7th, 10th, and 12th of Apnl, the Commandei-m- 
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Chief was authonzed to employ the Butish tioops m the 
deduction of the foice of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah but tlie- 
naluie of that chieftain’s letieat on the lepoited advance of 
the Butish tioops, combined with othei cncumstances, ap- 
'pedied to demonstinte, that whatevei might be the ultimate 
intentions of lus Highness, 01 latliei of those infatuated pei- 
sons, by whose mischievous counsels he was misguided, 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was not piepared foi hostilities, and on 
the pait of the Butish Government it was manifestly de- 
sudble to avoid the necessity of wai The Goveinoi-Geneial 
in Council aLo enteitamed an expectation that the measmes 
adopted foi effecting a favouiable impiession upon Scmdiah’s 
counsels, combined with the distiess m which the piogiess of 
Ins piesent counsels must involve Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
would ultimately incline that chieftain to leveit to his alliance 
with the Company Undei all these cncumstances the Go- 
veinoi-Geneial m Council judged it to be expedient to adopt 
the necessaiy measuies foi cantoning the anny at its seveial 
fixed stations In the judgment ot the Goveinoi-Geneial m 
Council, this measuie piopeily ananged, might be expected 
to affoid sufficient piotection to oui possessions even m the 
event of wai, and the best secunty foi the pieseivation of 
peace would be, such a distubution of oui armies, as should 
enable them to act against the enemy with vigoui and celerity 
if Scmdiah should Commence hostilities, 01 Holkai again 
attempt to distuib the tianquillity of oui temtoues At the 
same tune this auangement would affoid the means of effect¬ 
ing a matenal 1 eduction of the heavy cliaiges incident to a 
state of war* 

Instructions were accordingly issued by the Goveinoi- 
Geneial to Ins Excellency the right honouiable the Com- 
mander-m-Chief, to the light honouiable the Goveinoi of 
Foi t St Geoige, and to the othei authonties on which the 
execution of the pioposed plan of auangement m any degiee 
depended 

The Commandei-in-Chief was mstiucted not to puisue the 
reti eating foices of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai, but to direct his attention to the necessary anange- 
ments foi cantoning the Butish tioops In eveiy anange- 
ment, however, which might be adopted, his Excellency the 
Commandei-m-Chief was especially lequested to adveit to 
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the possibility of oui being heieaftei compelled to employ 
om aims against Dowdut Rao Scnidiah, and to the necessity 
of secuimg oiu valuable possessions against the picdatoiy 
attempts of Jeswunt Rao llolhai, oi of any olliei fioe-bootei , 
and with this view the attention of the Commamlei-in-CIucl 
■was duccted to the indispensable object ot maintaining the 
seveial coips in such a state of equipment as might enable 
them if necessaiy to take the field, when the violence ot the 
monsoon should have ceased 

In cantoning the tioops, the following objects wcio lecom- 
mended to the consideiation of the Commandei- 111 -Chief, as 
calculated foi the accomplishment of the pioposed system ot 
nuhtaiy anangement in the noitli-west quaitei ot Hindustan 
1st The establishment of the subsidiaiy foice with the Ra- 
nali of Goliud, to be stationed eitliei at Goliud 01 m some 
favouiable position in that distuct J2nd The establishment 
of a foice in the piovmce ot Bundelcund, sufficient to cover 
that piovmce, and to enable the levenuc ofhceis to complete 
the settlement of the levenues 3id To station a foice at 
Agia and Muttia, 01 m some pait between those cities 4tli 
To station a foice at Delhi and in the noitliein pait of the 
Doab 

The expediency of cantoning the mam stiength of his 
army on the light bank of the Jumna, 01 in the vicinity of 
that livei, was lccommended to Loid Lake’s consideiation, 
piovided the health of the Euiopcans should not be exposed 
to usk by that measuic The Commanclei-m-Cliief w r as fui thei 
instiucted to send the Bombay army undei the command of 
Majoi-Geneial Jones tow aids Rampooiah, tlieic to be can¬ 
toned until the season should admit of its proceeding to Gu- 
zerat, and the Goveinor-Geneial expiessed Ins hope that the 
army of Bombay might match tliiougli Malwa befoie the 
violence of the rams should commence His Excellency the 
Commandei-m-Clnef was lcquested to take paiticular caie 
that m pioceedmg tliiougli the piovmce of Malwa the Bom¬ 
bay ainiy should be of sufficient stiength, especially m ca¬ 
valry, to be supenor to the Mahrattas, and to be enabled 
not only to defeat the mam body of the Maliralta aimies, but 
at the same time to piotect its supplies against any plun¬ 
derers who might attempt to liiteicept them, and with these 
views the Goveinoi-General suggested to Ins Excellency the 
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Conimander-in-Chief tlie expediency of reinfoi cing the aimy 
of Bombay with two legiments of native cavaliy The Go- 
veinor-Geneial also suggested to the Commandei-m-Chicf 
the impoitance of lendenng the equipments of the Bombay 
aimy as complete as possible, and of placing it in a state fit 
for active field seivice pieviously to the commencement of its 
maich towaids Guzei at 

The Govemoi-Geneial fuithei suggested to the Com- 
mandei- 111 -Chief the expediency of duectmg Lieut-Colonel 
Malcolm (whose mission is noticed in a piecedmg paiagiaph) 
to accompany the Bombay aimy foi the purpose of facili¬ 
tating his aruval at the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and, 
(with lefeience to the geneial tenoi of the Governor-Geneial’s 
lecent mstiuctions to the Commandei-m-Chief), of empower¬ 
ing Lieut -Colonel Malcolm to employ the ai my of Bombay 
in its maich to Guzeiat, foi the pm pose of canymg into 
effect any auangements which might be adopted in conceit 
with Scmdiah, for secuimg the peison of Holhai, 01 foi pro¬ 
secuting the objects of the mstiuctions with which the Corn- 
man dci-m-Chief might furnish Lieut -Colonel Malcolm 
‘ The Govemoi-Geneial then pioceeded to state the expe¬ 
diency of leducmg all the coips of megulai tioops in the 
seivice of the Butish Government, as a measuie which, ad- 
veitmg to the actual condition of oui militaiy powei and 
lesouiccs, and to the state of the Mahiatta aimies, might be 
adopted without hazard, and which would affoid material 
relief to the public finances The Goveinoi-Geneial at the 
same time suggested vanous modes of providmg for the coips 
of lriegular troops which should be dismissed, with a view to 
preclude the necessity to which those corps might otherwise 
be i educed, of entering into the service of oui enemies. 

The Goveinoi-General fuither signified to the Commandei- 
m-Chief the necessity of employing eveiy effort foi the reduc¬ 
tion of all otliei extia chaiges of eveiy desciiption without 
delay, and for the settlement of oui conquests and the secunty 
of then levenue 

The Govemoi-Geneial requested fiom the Commandei-in- 
Chief a detailed repoit on all the points stated m these in¬ 
structions, together with a letum of all the megulai cavaliy 
and infantry m the seivice of the Butish Government, in¬ 
cluding a statement of the monthly expense of those coi ps. 
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and a plan foi the leduction of them by tiansfemng them to 
out allies, and by posting the British officeis lately in the 
Mahiatta seivice to those coips , also a detailed plan,foi the 
distnbution of the tioops on the light bank of the Jumna, 
foi the establishment of cantonments neai Agia, Delhi, Bun- 
delcund, 01 othei stations , and for the distnbution of the 
tioops m the Doab and Rohilcund, including the Viziei’s 
temtoiy , shewing the numbei of tioops pioposed to be sta¬ 
tioned at the seveial cantonments, gamsons, and posts, and 
compnsmg a geneial letuin of the numbei of men composing 
the aimy under his Excellency’s peisonal command 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council now pioceeds to state 
to youi honouiable Committee the substance of the mstiuc- 
tions issued to the light honouiable the Goveinoi of Foit 
St Geoige, for the accomplishment of that pait of the pio¬ 
posed plan of anangement which 1 elated to that Picsi- 
dency 

Aftei stating m geneial teims the giounds on which the 
Governoi-Geneial in Council founded an expectation of pie- 
seiving the relations of peace with Dowlut Rao Scmchah, and 
after adverting to the consideiations which suggested the 
expediency of a system of mihtaiy anangement, such as has 
been aheady descnbed, the Go\ernoi-Geneial stated his 
opinion, that undei actual cncumstances, the aimy of Foi t 
St Geoige might safely be placed on the scale of its ouli- 
naiy establishment, and that all extia chaiges of eveiy dc- 
scnption might be immediately leduced 

The Goveinoi-Geneial obseived that it was scaicely pos¬ 
sible, even if Scmdiah should be disposed to commence hos¬ 
tilities, that m the piesent season the Deccan would become 
the theatre of the wai, and that even if Scindiah should entei 
the Deccan, the subsidiaiy foices seiving with the Peishwa 
and the Soubahdai of the Deccan, weie fully equal to defeat 
the Mahiatta armies The Goveinoi-Geneial theiefoie di- 
lected the light honouiable the Goveinoi of Foit St Geoige 
to suspend the execution of the anangements descnbed m a 
pieceding paiagiaph of this despatch, and to distnbute the 
aimy of Foit St Geoige at its usual stations, and to pioceed 
immediately to withdiaw fiom the Deccan.all coips and es¬ 
tablishments which might be extia to the field establishment 
of the subsidiaiy foices serving with the Peishwa and the 
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Soubahdai of the Deccan lespectively As the absence of 
the army of Bombay undei the command of Majoi-Geneial 
Jones, howevei, and the necessity of lemfoicmg Guzeiat, 
piecluded the pi acticability of completing the subsidiaiy 
foice of Poonah with tioops of the establishment of Bombay, 
the light honouiable the Goveinoi of Foit St Geoige was 
appnzed, that until the letuin to Guzeiat of the aimy undei 
Majoi-Geneial Jones, the deficiency of the subsidiaiy foice 
of Poonah must be supplied fiom the Piesidency of Poit 
St Geoige 

The Government of Foit St Geoige was also directed to 
pioceed to leduce the extia battalions on the establishment 
of that Piesidency, and to make eveiy otliei 1 eduction of 
militaiy expense compatible with the mteiests of the public 
seivice 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m* Council now pioceeds to state 
to youi honouiable Committee the substance of the mstiuc- 
tions issued on this occasion to Colonel Close, who m puisu- 
ance of the oideis of the 4th of Apul, had commenced his 
letuin to Mulkapore foi the purpose of assuming the com¬ 
mand of the aimy of the Deccan, as stated m a pieceding 
paiagiapli of this despatch 

Copies of the Goveinoi-Geneial’s instiuctions to the light 
honouiable Loid Lake and Loid William Bentinck, of which 
the substance is above stated, weie tiansmitted to Colonel 
Close, and that officer was duected to cany into execution 
such paits of those instiuctions as might depend upon the 
exeicise of his authonty Colonel Close was fuithei in¬ 
structed to make such a distnbution of the two subsidiaiy 
foices serving with the Peishwa and the Soubahdai of the 
Deccan respectively, as should piovide foi the foimation of a 
field coips consisting of two legiments of cavalry, one legi- 
ment of Euiopean mfantiy, and six battalions of sepoys, with 
a due piopoition of aitilleiy, pioneeis, &c , and to dispose of 
the lemamdei of the subsidiaiy foices in the mannei which 
might appeal to Colonel Close to be most advantageous foi 
the secunty of oui mteiests in the Deccan At the same 
time it was intimated to Colonel Close, that the field coi ps 
should occupy an advanced position near Mulkapoie, and 
should be cantoned oi coveied until it should be practicable 
for the subsidiary forces to occupy the lespective positions 

VOL, v. Q 
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on the Godxveiy nvei, which had been appointed foi their 
peimanent stations. 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council being of opinion that 
the actual position of Dowlut Rao Scindiah m Hmdostan, 
and the mission of Lieut-Colonel Malcolm to the Couit of 
that chieftain, precluded the necessity of continuing the 
militaiy and political poweis vested m Colonel Close, by the 
Governoi-G-eneial’s oiders. of the 5th of Apul (as stated m a 
preceding paragiaph), the Governoi-Geneial m Council le- 
solved to withdi aw those powers, and to dnect Colonel Close 
to letuin to Poonah foi the purpose of resuming his situation 
of Resident at the Couit of his Highness the Peishwa, autho- 
lizmg that officei, howevei, to continue for the piesent to 
exeicise the same control ovei the field coips m advance, 
as was exeicised by the Resident at Poonah ovei the Peish- 
wa’s subsidiary foice The communication of this anange- 
ment accordingly foimed a pait of the instiuctions to Colonel 
Close, to which the piecedmg paragraphs lefei. 

Copies of the Goveinoi-G-eneial’s instiuctions to the light 
honouiable the Commandei-in-Chief, to the Government of 
Fort St George and to Colonel Close, of which the substance 
is above stated, weie transmitted to the Governoi of Bombay 
with coiiespondmg instructions for the execution of those 
bi anclies of the geneial arrangement, the completion of which 
depended in any degiee upon the authonty of the Govei’n- 
ment of Bombay The objects to which the attention of the 
Goveinoi of Bombay was immediately directed, weie to se- 
cuie the piovmce of Guzeiat, and to make eveiy leduction 
of extia expense which might be compatible with that object, 
and with a state of efficient piepaiation m that quaitei, m the 
event (which the Goveinoi-Geneial stated to be impiobable), 
of Scindiah’s pioceedmg to hostilities, or of Holkai’s attempt¬ 
ing any incursion into Guzeiat With a view to economy, 
the Goveinoi-Geneial suggested to the special considei ation 
of the Governoi of Bombay, the expediency of cantoning the 
coips in Guzeiat, but at the same time to canton them m 
such a mannei as to admit of assembling them with the 
greatest expedition, obseivmg that it would be extremely 
desnable to avoid the expense of field allowances, if the 
tioops could be so stationed as to secuie m an effectual man¬ 
ner the piovmce of Guzeiat, and the Goveinoi of Bombay 
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was accoidmgly desned to lefiain fiom mcuiring any field 
expenses without the pievious sanction of this Government, 
unless ciicumstancs should occui to lendei that measuie in¬ 
dispensably necessaiy, and to pieclude the delay of awaiting 
the lesult of a lefeience to the Supieme Government in India, 
without nazai d of mjuiy to the public seivice 

The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council now lesumes the nana- 
tive of the pioceedings of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and of 
tiansactions connected with the conduct of that chieftain 
A foiniei paiagiaph adveits to the seizine of Ambajee, 
who was m consequence compelled to consent to the payment 
of fifty lacs of lupees On the 1th of May Seijee Rao 
Ghautka, with about 3000 hoise, maiclied towaids Kota 
foi the puipose of realizing the amount to he paid by Am¬ 
bajee, who had befoie been despatched to that place undei 
the charge of Bappojee Scmdiah, Ambajee having pioimsed 
to effect the payment at Kota In his despatch of the 4th 
of May to the Commandei-m-Clnef, the Acting Resident in¬ 
timated that by intelligence which he deemed authentic he 
was disposed to believe that he should be peimitted to depait 
with eveiy necessaiy piotection both fiom Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah and fiom Jeswunt Rao Holhai. Undei this impiession, 
the Acting Resident despatched a message to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah lequestmg a leply to his memonal of the 27th of 
Apul, but leceived no communication upon the subject fiom 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah before the Acting Resident’s leccipt 
of the Commandei-in-Chief’s mstiuctions of the 29th of Apul, 
conveying his Excellency’s lettei of that date to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, the substance of which is stated m a piecedmg 
paragraph On the receipt of those mstiuctions, the Acting 
Resident immediately tiansmitted to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
the Commandei-m-Chief’s lettei to his Highness’s addiess, 
intimating at the same time that he had leceived conespond- 
mg oideis fiom the Commandei-m-Chief, duectmg him to 
.quit his Highness’s camp with the least piacticable delay, 
and requesting to be appnzed of the anangements which lus 
Highness might be pleased to adopt, foi the puipose of 
facilitating the Acting Resident’s execution of his Excel¬ 
lency’s commands To this communication his Highness 
lephed, that the numstei Seijee Rao Ghautka being absent 
at Kola, he could not imrriediately leturn a decided answei. 
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and that in the couise of two 01 thiee clays a leply to the 
Commandei-in-Chief’s letter might be piepaied 

On the 7th of May, the Acting Resident again signified to 
the Duibar his uneasiness at being pievented fiom executing 
the oideis of the Commandei-m-Chief, intimating at the 
same time that his Excellency did not expect any answei to 
his letter, but would be sui prized to learn that the Butish 
Repiesentative at Ins Highness’s Court was not pennitted to 
obey the oideis of Ins own government That his Highness 
must be aware of the impracticability of the Acting Resident’s 
depaituie without the full piotection of his Highness , and 
that the usages of the world and the piinciples of justice and 
public faith requited that a peison in the situation of the 
Acting Resident should be entnely fiee fiom restiaint, and 
that,the Acting Resident meiely desned to be infoinied of 
his Highness’s mtentions to enable him to exculpate himself 
fiom the chaige of a voluntaiy deviation fiom the oiders of 
the Commander-in-Chief In his lepoit upon this subject, the 
Acting Resident suggested to the Commandei-m-Chief, with 
lefeience to the systematic evasion and delay which cliaiac- 
tenze the pioceedmgs of a Mahiatta Couit, that his Excel¬ 
lency should addiess a sepaiate letter to his Highness, the 
puiport of which should be limited to the demand of safe con¬ 
duct foi the Acting Resident and the gentlemen of the Resi¬ 
dency to the camp of the Cointnandei-in-Clnef 

On the 9th of May the Acting Resident had not lecened 
any satisfactoiy leply fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah to Ins 
seveial messages on the subject of the oideis of the Com¬ 
mandei-m-Chief On the piecedmg evening, howevei, his 
Highness signified to the Acting Resident that a copy of the 
Commander-in-Chief’s lettei, togethei with the substance of 
the Acting Resident’s seveial messages, has been communi¬ 
cated to the mmistei Seijee Rao Ghautka Dowlut Rao 
Scindiali’s ofiiceis endeavouied to counteiact the Acting 
Resident’s solicitude to depait, by expatiating on the dangeis 
to which he would be exposed fiom the numeious tioops 
stated to be assembled by the people of the count;y m the 
vicinity of the camp, and in the load to the head quarteis of 
the Butish aimy The Acting Resident having obviated 
this supposed difficulty, by informing his Highness that when¬ 
ever a day might be fixed foi his depaituie, the Commander- 
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m-Chief would despatch a foice to meet the Acting Resident, 
and that he should meiely lequue a convoy of his Highness’s 
cavaliy lathei foi the puipose of shewing that he had the 
piotection of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah than of lepelhng any 
dangei, the Acting Resident leceived anothei message to 
this effect —that the Commandei-in-Chief’s lettei, togethei 
with the substance of Ins Excellency’s communications, had 
been submitted to the mimstei, and that the advance of a 
Butish foice was unnecessaiy, because whenevei the Acting 
Resident might depai t, exclusively of about 500 of his High¬ 
ness’s lioise, and the same numbei of Jeswunt Rao HolLai’s 
cavaliy, the Acting Resident should leceive the piotection of 
any foice of mfantiy and guns he might desue, and that Ins 
Highness would m eveiy lespect be lesponsible foi the safe 
conduct of the Acting Resident to the head quaiteis of the 
Butisli anny 1 

In his despatch to the Commandei-m-Chief, containing a 
lelation of the cucumstances above descubed, the Acting 
Resident stated that he had undei stood fioin some authonty, 
that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had some intention of despatching 
a peison of lank to the Commandei-m-Chief, togethei with 
some chief on the pait of Holkai The Acting Resident 
added that he had secietly insinuated that such a mission 
could not be leceived by the Commandei-m-Chief so long as 
the Acting Resident should be forcibly detained m the camp 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

In leply to this communication, a lettei was addiessed to 
the Acting Resident by dnection of the Commandei-m-Chief, 
puipoitmg that it appealed to his Excellency to be the wish 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to detain the Acting Resident in his 
Highness’s camp, and that this supposed disposition of his 
Highness’s mind, combined with the mfoimation of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s intention to despatch a peison of unk to the 
Commander-in-Chief, suggested a conjectuie, that if a fiee 
and unsuspected channel could be opened foi the communi¬ 
cation of his Highness’s peisonal sentiments, they might be 
found to diffei essentially fiom the piofligate and unpuncipled 
maxims which guided the conduct of Ins mimstei and his 
confederate Jeswunt Rao Holkai. Undei this impiession, 
the Commander-m-Chief suggested to the Actmg Resident 
that advantage might be derived from the mission of some 
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peTson of lank on tlie part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, to ac¬ 
company the Acting Resident to the head quartets of the 
Butish aimy, who might eithei himself be the channel of 
communication, or whose mission might affoid to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah an oppoitumty for despatching m his suite a peison 
m his confidence charged with the communication of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s sentiments and wishes on the subject of his 
affans to his Excellency the Commandei-in-Chief The 
Acting Resident was therefore directed by his Excellency to 
take advantage of any proposition foi the despatch of a per¬ 
son of rank to the Butish camp, by intimating to Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, that although the Commandei-in-Chief had 
positively refused to receive any person avowedly despatched 
by Dowlut Rao Scindiah foi the puipose of negotiating for 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai, no objection opposed the despatch of 
a person of lank on the pait of his Highness, to accompany 
the Acting Resident foi the purpose of communicating to 
the Commandei-m-Chief his Highness’s own sentiments and 
views. These instructions were dated the 15th of May. 

On the 9th of May the Acting Resident leceived the Go- 
veinor-Geneial’s instructions of the 20th of Apul (the sub¬ 
stance of which is compuzed in precedmg paiagraphs of this 
despatch), m which the Goveinoi-Geneial stated Ins accept¬ 
ance of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s lettei of apology, combined 
with his veibal declarations and those of his ministei, as a 
satisfactoiy atonement foi the outiages committed by his 
Highness’s seivants against the Butish Residency, the Act¬ 
ing Resident at the same time leceived the Govemoi-Gene- 
ral’s lettei to Dowlut Rao Scindiah upon that subject In 
the actual situation of affans at the Court of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, the Acting Resident judged it expedient to with¬ 
hold the communication of the Govemoi-Geneial’s sentiments 
and the dehveiy of the Governoi-Geneial’s lettei upon that 
subject until his arnval m the British camp 

Your honourable Committee will observe that on the 10th 
of May Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkar re¬ 
commenced their march towaids Kotah, and that at the date 
above mentioned the Acting Resident had not been able to 
obtain any satisfactoiy leply fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah to 
his application foi permission to quit his Highness’s camp. 

By the whole tenoi of the tiansactions at the Court of 
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Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, youi honouiable Committee will have 
obseived that the weakness and indolence of Scmdiah’s per¬ 
sonal character combined with Ins habits of levity and de¬ 
bauchery, have giadually subjected him to the uncontrolled 
influence of his mmistei Seijee Rao Ghautka, a person of the 
most piofligate pimciplesj and whose ciuelty, violence, and 
abandoned conduct have lendeied him odious to whatever 
lemains of lespectable cliaiactei among the chiefs attached 
to Scmdiah Ghautka’s personal views, and nregulai and 
disoideily disposition, aie adverse to the establishment of 
Scindiah’s government upon any settled basis of peace and 
01 dei, Ghautka is theiefoie an enemy to the tieaty of alliance 
subsisting between Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the honouiable 
Company Youi honouiable Committee will obseive, that 
under the guidance of such perveise counsels, the intei ests 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah have actually been sacrificed by 
Ghautka to those of Jeswunt Rao Holkai , and it appeals 
by the Repoit of the Acting Resident, that m the absence of 
Seijee Rao Ghautka, the functions of the administration are 
actually discliaiged by Jeswunt Rao Holkar So long as 
these peisons shall continue to maintam the entne ascendancy 
in the counsels of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, no hope can rea¬ 
sonably be entertained of the just opeiation of the lelations 
established between the British Government and Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah by the provisions of subsisting treaties 

Adverting to the turbulent disposition and the predatory 
habits of Holkar, it is not piobable that he will sinceiely 
consent to any system of airangement which shall deprive 
him of the means of tanging the tenitones of Hindostan at 
the head of a body of plundeieis, excepting only m the last 
extiemity of luined foitune Fiom that condition Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai may be considered to have been lelieved in the 
degiee m which the i educed powers and lesouices of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah may have fallen under his contiol by his junc¬ 
tion with Ghautka 

Whatever might be the expediency under other cncum- 
stances of offeiing to Jeswunt Rao Holkai teims of accom¬ 
modation without pievious submission and solicitation on his 
pait, m the present situation of affan s the offei of teims such 
as Jeswunt Rao Holkar might be expected to accept, would 
be manifestly injurious to the reputation, and ultimately 
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hazaidous to the secuiity of the Bntish Government It is 
doubtful however whethei the haughtiness, feiocity and tui- 
bulence of Holkai’s disposition could undei any circum¬ 
stances whatevei be reconciled to a condition of dependence 
and conti ol This disinclination on the pait of Holkai to 
consent to teims of accommodation, unquestionably exists m 
the mmd of that chieftain, independently of any hope of re¬ 
lieving the disgiace which he has suffered, and of lecoveung 
the power and lesouices of which he has been depnved m 
the late contest It is manifestly inconsistent with that re¬ 
gard to the leputation of the Bntish Government, the pi e- 
seivation of which is an essential bulwaik of our power, 01 
with the pimciples of public faith and honoui to offei con¬ 
cessions to Jeswunt Rao Holkai His 1 ejection 01 acceptance 
of concessions offeied under the cncumstances of the present 
moment, would equally tend to shake the foundations of our 
power , no teims of settlement with Jeswunt Rao Holkar can 
safely be gi anted, which shall not have been pieviously soli¬ 
cited by that chieftain, and which shall not be calculated 
to depuve him of the means of invading the lights and 
disturbing the possessions of the Bntish Government and 
its alhes 

The pioposition of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to mediate a 
peace between the Bntish Government and Holkai, affoids 
no giound of confidence in the disposition of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai to consent to any teims which could be granted to 
him, consistently with the pnnciples of honoui, secunty, 01 
public faith Theie is every leason indeed to believe, that 
the pioposed mediation was meiely a pretext to covei a pie- 
deteimined lesolution on the part of Serjee Rao Ghautka, in 
the unhmited exercise of his ascendancy ovei the counsels of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, to effect a junction of the forces of that 
chieftain and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and if the Bntish Go¬ 
vernment had submitted to accept the pioposed mediation, 
such concessions would have been demanded as could only 
have been yielded m the last extremity of defeat and dis~ 
tress 

No principles of peimanency exist in the piesent extiaoi- 
dinary combination of the mteiests of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, which has been effected thiough 
the agency and ascendancy of Seijee Rao Ghautka It is 
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not probable that the chiefs and the troops of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah will long submit to be the instruments of the wild 
and profligate designs of Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Seijee 
Rao Ghautka, ol patiently enduie the difficulties and chs- 
ti esses to which they aie at piesent exposed. It may be 
expected that Dowlut Rao Scindiah himself may soon become 
sensible of the disgiace and degiadation of his actual condi¬ 
tion, and may be induced by a just sentiment of pnde and 
indignation to make an effectual effoit foi his emancipation 
fiom the conti ol of those chieftains who have abused his con¬ 
fidence and usurped his powei The Governoi-Geneial in 
Council theiefoie anticipates the speedy dissolution of this 
confedeiacy, but the Bntish Government will be piepaied to 
take advantage of any cucumstances favourable to the lesto- 
lation of peimanent tianquilhty, and of oui lelations with the 
government of Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the basis of the 
tieaties of peace and defensive alhance 

It is the intention of the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council, 
even undei piesent cucumstances, to adheie to the pnnciples 
of the peace established by the tieaty of Serjee Anjengaum, 
while Dowlut Rao Scindiah shall continue to abstain fiom 
active measuies of hostility against the Bntish Government 
and its alhes 

The necessity of adopting a new basis of pacification with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiali, as stated by the Goveinor-Geneial m 
his instructions to the Commander-In-Chief of the 10th of 
April (the substance of which is contained m pieceding para¬ 
graphs of this despatch), was stated with lefeience to the 
supposed pievious necessity of prosecuting hostilities against 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah While any giound of expectation 
remams that Scindiah may be induced to legulate his con¬ 
duct m confoimity to the spmt of subsisting engagements, 
the immediate uigency of a change in the fundamental prin¬ 
ciples of oui connection with the state of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah is piecluded The unavoidable occunence of hostilities 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah would constitute a pi oof of the 
indispensable necessity of such a change , and without being 
actually placed m a condition of wai 1 elatively to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, the Bntish Government would not be justified in 
demandmg the concessions neccssaiy foi the accomplishment 
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of the pioposed alteiation in the system of oui political con¬ 
nection with the state of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council confidently expects that 
the couise of policy descubed m the foiegoing paiagiaphs 
combined with a due sense of the advantages of the tieaty of 
peace and defensive alliance, will constitute an additional 
inducement with that chieftain to effect his eaily emancipa¬ 
tion fiom his piesent distressed and degiaded situation 
In the mean time the Governor-General in Council has 
the satisfaction to assuie youi honourable Committee that 
no dangei can he appiehended fiom any exeition of the 
combined forces of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai, to imp an the foundations of oui security 

Even should no oppoitunity occui for a permanent and 
advantageous settlement of our relations with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkai, pieviously to the letum 
of the season foi military operations, the arrangements which 
have been adopted for the disposal of the Butish forces as 
described m preceding paragraphs of this despatch, and 
which will he completely accomphshed befoie the com¬ 
mencement of that season, will secure the tianquillity of our 
possessions and those of our allies from any hostile attempt 
on the pait of the confedeiated forces of those chieftams 
In concluding this despatch, the Governoi-General m 
Council deems it expedient to submit to your honourable 
Committee the following obseivations respectmg the effect of 
the war with Holkar upon the pi inciples of the geneial system 
of our defensive alliances, m Hindostan and the Deccan 
The diffeicnt states of India included in the general sys¬ 
tem of defensive alliance aie, the Peishwa, Soubahdai of 
the Deccan, Rajah of Mysoie, Guikwar, Rajah of Jeypore, 
Rajah of Bhuitpoie, Rajah of Matcheny; Rana of Gohud; 
Scmdiah 

In the piosecution of hostilities against Jeswunt Rao Holkai, 
we have denved consideiable assistance from the Peishwa, 
the Soubahdar of the Deccan, the Rajah of Mysoie and 
the Guikwar, under the opeiation of our engagements with 
those states That assistance could not have been expected 
under any other state of circumstances The tioops of 
these states have actually joined oui armies while the le- 
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souices of then respective temtoiies have been at oui dis¬ 
posal and have been applied with advantage to the use of 
our tioops in the field 

At this moment the tioops of the Peishwa and of the 
Soubalidai of the Deccan foim an useful addition to the 
aimy in the Deccan The tioops of the Rajah of Mysoie aie 
alieady piepaied foi active operations The tioops of the 
Guikwai have lendeied consideiable seivices with the aimy 
under the command of Majoi-Geneial Jones and have fui- 
mshed convoy foi the extensive supplies, which have been 
diawn as well fiom the Guikwai’s temtones as fiom the 
Company’s lesouices foi the use of the army. 

These advantages could not have been obtained without 
the opeiation of the system of alliances established with 
those states lespectively, and it may justly be appiehended 
that in a different state of cucumstances, the lesouices by 
which oui military opeiations have been so matenally faci¬ 
litated might have been applied against us. The causes 
winch have precluded the opeiation of the alhance with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah have been fully detailed in the nana- 
tive of tiansactions and events at that chieftain’s court, and 
youi honouiable Committee will obseive that those causes 
are wholly unconnected with any considerations affecting the 
geneial policy of the alhance 

The Rajah of Jeypoie has not fulfilled the duties of the 
alhance against the common enemy. With regaid to active 
exertions, he lias obseived a stuct neutiahty But this 
conduct on the part of the Rajah must be attributed to the 
internal state of the politics of that court. The Rajah of 
Jeypoie howevei has been useful m a certain degiee, by 
assembling his tioops and by publicly manifesting a design 
to co-operate with the Butish foices Had the Rajah of 
Jeypoie been unconnected with us, the difficulties of the 
wai in Hindostan would have been inci eased by the neces¬ 
sity of adopting measuies ofpiecaution to guaid against the 
possible effect of intiigues at that couit, which we should 
not then have had the means of conti oiling 

The Rajah of Matclieny has peifoimed all the duties of 
defensive alhance with fidelity and zeal 

The Rana of Gohud has been equally faithful and his 
tioops have been actively employed against the enemy 
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With regard to the Rajah of Bhuitpoie, it may be ob¬ 
served that a sufficient penod of time had not elapsed to 
give full effect to the alliance, before the advance of Holkai 
compelled the British power to direct its immediate atten¬ 
tion to the prosecution of hostilities against that chieftain 
The retreat of Colonel Monson’s detachment, followed by the 
tioops of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, favouied the success of 
Holkai’s mtiigues at the duibar of the Rajah of Bhuitpoie, 
and the chaiactenstic tieacheiy of the Asiatic duibais 
combined with an exaggeiated impiession of Holkar’s power, 
mduced the Rajah of Bhurtpoie to violate his engagements 
and to join the cause of the enemy. The expenence of the 
difficulty, danger and distiess which have attended his con¬ 
nection with Jeswunt Rao Holkai, has mduced the Rajah 
of Bhuitpoie to abandon the cause of that chieftain, and to 
seek the somces of secunty and piospenty in the lenewal 
of his alliance with the Butish powei. 

It is evident theiefoie that the wai with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar has not only not affected the geneial system of oui 
political relations, but has demonstiated the utility of those 
lelations m then application to the increase of oui lesouices 
and powei agamst our enemies. Under every possible ad¬ 
vantage derived from the exertions of mtngue, fiom the un¬ 
settled state of our conquests, from the mternal commotion 
natuially occasioned by a state of active war on the fiontiei, 
fiom the exaggeiated impression of Holkai’s powei, re- 
souices, skill and reputation, the disturbances excited by 
Holkar have not shaken the great foundations of the alliances 
established in Hmdostan and the Deccan, and it may be 
reasonably expected that the ultimate consequence of the 
wax with Holkai will tend to confiim the stability of all oui 
alhances, and to secuie the tranquillity of all our dominions. 

We have the honour to be, 
honourable Sus, 

your most faithful humble Servants, 

Wellesley. 

G H Barlow 
G Udny. 
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[Enclosure ) 

The Mai quess Wellesley to his Excellency the Right Honourable Lord Lahe 

My Loud, Foit William 4tli April, 1305 

I have received though Lieut-Colonel Martindell a copy of Mr 
Jenkins’s address to yom Loidship under date the 22nd ult, and I deem 
it neeessaiy to communicate to yom Loidship without delay, in general 
tenns, my sentiments on the measuies to he pursued with regard to Dowlut 
Rao Sciudiali, undci any course of pioceeding which that chieftain may be 
supposed to adopt 

It is possible that Scindiali may halt at a considerable distance fiom 
Bhmtpore, and may tlieie open a negotiation with youi Excellency by 
despatching a vakeel to your Excellency’s camp In that event your Ex¬ 
cellency will he pleased to leject all demands which may in any degree differ 
from the terms of the tieaty of peace concluded with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
on the 30th of December 1803, and youi Excellency will be regulated m 
youi negotiations by the tenor of the mstiuctions which have been issued 
to Mr Jenkins under date the 2nd instant, and of which a copy has been 
ti ansmitced for your Excellency’s information, and of my notes to your 
Excellency of the 29th ult ,* as far as they may be applicable to Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah While Dowlut Rao Scmdiah shall abstain from actual 
aggresbion, I shdll be disposed to accede to an adjustment of all depending 
points in the manner prescribed in those documents, and to maintain our 
intcicourse and connection with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah as befoie, on the 
basis of the tieaties of peace and defensive alliance 

In the event of war, youi Excellency will take eveiv piacticable 
measuie foi the safety of Mi Jenkins, and of the Bntish Residency If 
Scindiali should violate the territory of oui ally the Rana of Gohud, or 
should advonce within a short distance of any pait of our territories or 
those of our allies, or of your Excellency’s camp, or of that of any of our 
detachments evidently with hostile intentions, or in a menacing manner, 
your Excellency will of course employ the most active exertions for 
attacking and destroying his foice And in this cdse the atrocious trea- 
cheiy of Scmdiah has been so flagiant, that your Excellency cannot render 
a more essential service to your country, than by the total reduction of 
Sundiah’s force opposed to you 

If the success of youi Excellency’s foice should be such as to place 
your Excellency m a condition to dictate the terms of pacification with 
Scmdiah, 1 have no desire to depart fiom the basis of the tieaties of peace 
and defensive alliance now subsisting, with tins difference, that in the 
supposed event, I should deem it neeessaiy to require Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah’s consent to the establishment of the British subsidiary force, within 
his dommions, and your Excellency will accordingly proceed to the adjust, 
ment of every point undei those treaties, in the manner prescribed by the 
instructions to Mr Jenkins, above referred to, requiring at the same time 


* See Enclosure following this letter 
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Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s leception of the subsidiary foice within Ins ter¬ 
ritories 

Aftei any success against Scmdiah, youi Excellency will also lequne 
as a preliminary of all negotiation on the subject of peace with Scmdiah, 
the removal of Scijce Rao Ghautka fiom Scindiah’s counsels 

In the event of the defeat of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s foice by the Butish 
tioops, it is probable that Jeswunt Rao Holknr may be disposed to accede 
to terms of accommodation The terms winch I should be disposed to 
giant to Jeswunt Rao Holkar aie, a settlement in pait of the terntory 
of the Holkai family which it was intended to assign to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, on the condition of Holkar’s abstaining from all demands 01 
exactions fiom any of the allies of the Butish powei 

No teintoiy should be granted to Holkar to the Bouthwaid of the Nei- 
buddah, in the event of any treaty with him 

I have the lionoui to be, &c 

Wellesley 

PS In any negotiation, youi Lordship will not peimit Scmdiah to 
tieat for Holkar, or Holkar foi Scmdiah It may also be necessaiy to 
observe that if after due notification, any of the present pensioneis of the 
British Government shall serve m Scindiah’b aimy against the British 
power, their pensions must be struck oft at the peace The pensions 
were granted to the individuals, and not to Scindiah’s government The 
pensions of Bappojee Scmdiah and of Suddasheo Bhow must never be 
renewed All such reductions are to be considered as absolute, and not 
to be replaced by pensions of equal amount to other parties 

[Enclosuie ] 

Mm quess W•Healey’s Notes ? expecting Scmdiah, j efei t ed to at p 237 

Fort William, 29th Mai ch, 1805 

1 Scmdiah is piobably before this time at Narwar with an arm\ 

2 His views are not yet declared to me, but they aie piobably hostile, 
or at least intended to be regulated by events 

3 He asserts several claims under the treaty of peace, and perhaps he 
may take up a position on the frontier, and lequire satisfaction of those 
claims, or he may invade Gohud, or other pmts of our temlory, or that 
of the allies, and justify this invasion under pi etence of these claims, he 
may attempt to seize Gwalior, Gohud, and Dholepore, &c &c 

4 It is absolutely necessary to have a force superior to Scmdiah, in a 
position calculated to intimidate him, but not so close as to render hosti¬ 
lities inevitable I trust that steps have already been taken for leinforcing 
Colonel Martmdell, and that he will be ordeied immediately to take up a 
commanding position against Scmdiah 

6 In addition to this measure, it would be desirable that Lord Lake 
should approach Scmdiah The co-operation of theBe two bodies must 
destroy him, if he should attempt hostilities 

6 When the several corps are in their proper positions, Scmdiah should 
he brought to a full explanation upon all points of diffeience, by amicable 
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repiesentation Mr Mercei should be sent to Scindiah, after having re¬ 
ceived a piopei safeguaid, with a letter fiotn the Commandei-in-Chief 

7 In the mean while Mi Jenkins will be empowered to act, to cor¬ 
respond with the Commandei-m-Chief, and to take his Excellency’s 
orders until Colonel Close shall arnve, who will also be placed under Lord 
Lake’s ordeis 

8 It is doubtful wliethei Colonel Close will reach Scinchah in time, or 
indeed at all It is intended to lelieve Colonel Close at Scindiah’s 
Duibdi, by Colonel Malcolm, who is expected soon at Calcutta, and who 
will pioceed dnectly tiom the Goveinor-General to Scindiah’s camp But 
this anangcment cannot take place for a time The Commandei-m-Chief 
might immediately send an ordinary letter of compliment to Scindiah 

9 It is very desirable to avoid wai with Scindiah, but if he should 
attack any part of our tenitones, oi those of the allies, a vigorous move¬ 
ment against him would probably induce most of his people to quit him, 
and I suppose his guns must fall, but wai must be avoided, if possible 

10 If he should demand Gwalior or Gohud, or make any hostile de¬ 
mand, your Loidship will move an adequate force against him without 
delay 

11 If he should express a desire to be aided against Ghautka, he must 
be aided, but care must be taken to preclude the effects of treachery in 
such a case 

12 Ambajee cannot be received by us without a violation both of the 
treaties of peace and alliance If Scindiah does not mtend war, the 
punishment of Ambajee may be considered advantageous Ambajee 
cannot be received while any hope of peace shall remain In the event 
of war, or if war should appear to be ceitain, your Lordship will receive 
Ambajee oi not, as your Lordship may judge most useful for the prosecu¬ 
tion of wai 

13 If Scindiah should not advance himself but send his Findaines into 
the country of Golind or elsewheie, your Lordship will order the troops 
to destroy these robbers without reserve You will then write to Scin¬ 
diah, and desue him either to letieat, and coll off his Pindarnes, or to 
restiain them If he does neither, you will advance a sufficient coips and 
drive him to the southward at such a distance as shall prevent hi*- depre¬ 
dations 

14 Most of Scindiah’s respectable Sirdais and officers will quit him 
if pi operly encouraged, m the event of war, your Lordship will publish 
propel encouragement to them in such an event, paiticularly you will not 
fail to promise to all the pensioners and Jagheeidars undei the treaty of 
peace, full and legular payment for life of all then claims under the treaty 
of peace, piovided they quit Scindiah, and join the British aimies This 
plan will leave Scindiah without an officer of any i ank or choractei Baptiste 
would certainly come over, and must bo encouraged. The great advan¬ 
tage of the pensions is the influence which they afford us in the event 
of war with Scindiah It must also be proclaimed that every man who 
remains with Scindiah, will lose his pension oi jagheer 
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15 Scwdiah maj attempt to send hia aumils to Dholepoic, Rqjakeria 
and Baree, that measuie cannot now he permitted until peace be restored, 
but the amount of the revenue of those districts must be paid to Seinduh, 
unless he should violate the peace 

16 In the event of war with Scindiah, the allies must be plainly told 
that if they prevaricate they will be tieated as enemies, oi delivered over 
to Scindiah whenevei peace shall be restored 

Wellesley 

N B The Resident with Sundiah will be informed that youi Lordship’s 
poweis aie the same as Geueial Wellesley’s, and, if occasion should require 
it, he will inform Scindiah accordingly 


[Enclosure ] 

i The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Honouiable Laid Lake , Commander- 

in-Chief 


My Loud, Fort William, Apnl 10, 1805 

I transmit to your Lordship Notes of Instruction foi your guidance 
in the present crisis You will consider them to be completely offi¬ 
cial, although forwarded in the piesent foim to accelerate their de¬ 
spatch 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Wellesley 

Notes of Instruction, enclosed in “ most Seci et and Official, No 5, to his 
Excellency Lord Lake 


10th April, 1805 

1 Dowlut Rao Scindiah may offer the satisfaction requned foi the 
insult to the Butish Residency, and may retue fiom our frontiei without 
advancing any of his troops, or making any claims upon us or oui allies , in 
this case it would be unnecessary for the Comm and er-m-Chief to act 
againt Scindiah in any manner, or to hold any intercourse with that chief¬ 
tain The Commander-in-Chief will dse m this case eveiy effort to close 
the war with Holkar, and as soon as the lesidency with Scindiah can be re¬ 
stored by the arrival of Colonel Malcolm, or of another Resident, all de¬ 
pending questions with Scindiah might probably be brought to an amicable 
conclusion 

2 Scindiah may refuse or withhold the satisfaction required, and may 
still retain the person of the Butish Resident, although he may remain 
within bis own frontier In this case the Commander-in-Chief must ap¬ 
proach Scindiah’s position, and demand the safe conduct to his army, of the 
British Resident, hits suite and escort, and if this demand should not be 
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complied with within a limited numbei of horns, the Commander-m-Chief 
must attack Scindiah's army, and use eveiy effort to destioy it, and to 
seize the peisons of Scmdiah and Ghautha, employing also all practicable 
means for the safety of the peisons of the British Residency and escort 
If Scindiahin this case should even letne fiom our hontiei, carrying the 
British Resident with him undei such diograceful circumstances, the Com- 
mandei-in-Chief must use eveiy effoit to pursue and destioy Scmdiah’s 
aimy, and to lescue the Butish Resident 
3 Scindiali may refuse the atonement demanded, but may furnish the 
passports and safeguaid which the British Rcpi esentative will in that event 
lequue of Scmdiah, and Mi Jenkins may amve m safety at one of oiu 
posts, or at head quarters, after the Commandei - 111 -Chief shall have made 
the demand, Scmdiah may then letne and place his aimy in a position 
which does not positively amount to hostility against the Butish Govern¬ 
ment, or any of its allies The necessaiy consequence of this will be as 
aheady declared by the Governor-General m his letter to Scmdiah of the 
22d of Apul, that all intei course with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah through 
the channel of a Butish Repi esentative at his couit must cease Neithei 
the tieaty of peace, nor the tieaty of defensive alliance, is therefoie neces- 
sauly dissolved, but the Butish Goveinment is at liberty undei such cu- 
cumstances to considei both to be dissolved, and even to declaie war 
Foi, the Governor-General's declaiation in his lettei to Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah “ that even aftei Dowlut Rao Scmdiah shall have lefused atonement, 
the British Goveinment will be disposed to maintain the ties of amity and 
peace,” is not conditional with lefeience to any thing demanded of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah by the British Goveinment That declaiation will be made 
only aftei Dowlut Rao Scmdiah shall have refused the atonement, and can 
only be considered to mean that merely on accouut of Scindiah’s lefusalto 
make that atonement the British Government is not disposed to resoit to 
aims But it cannot preclude the Butish Goveinment from making wai 
upon Scmdiah on the ground of his violation of the treaty of peace, and of 
lus hostile proceedings, among which, combined with other cn cumstances, 
his lefusal of atonement may properly be classed However desirable it 
may be to pieserve peace, if the satisfaction requued for the insult offered 
to the British Residency be refened or withheld, war appears to be inevit¬ 
able, adverting to all the cucurostances of Scindmh’s conduct and actual 
power In any of these cases, therefoie, whatevei may be the conduct of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah towaids Mr Jenkins, if the public satisfaction re- 
quned, be defeired or withheld, the Commandei-ln-Clnef will immediately 
proceed to attack Scmdiah’s aimy If any violence should be offeied to 
the person of the Butish Resident in any of the supposed cases,* the Com- 
mander-in-Chief will attack Scindiah’s army without delay 


* With a view to piotect the Residency, it might be proper to menace 
Scindiah’s person and family, all his vakeels within our reach in India, and 
eveiy pusoner taken with letahation, in the event of any violence to the 
persons of the Residency, or of the escort This menace might he con¬ 
veyed in a letter from the Commander-m-Chief 
VOL v * 
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4 Scindiah, foi the pm pose of deceit, may nuke the proposed atone¬ 
ment, but may menace our frontiei, 01 that of our allies, 01 may proceed 
to pass the hne of demarcation, 01 may make demands foi himself or for 
others In any of these cases the Commander-in-Cbief will instantly at¬ 
tack him, making the best piacticable arrangement for the secuuty of the 
Residency In no case is any demand of any description to be conceded to 
Scindiah at the head of his army, on our fiontier In every such case the 
demand must be answered by an instantaneous attack In no case must 
Scindiah be permitted to lemam upon our fiontier, although his immediate 
position should be within his own lie must be driven from our frontier, 
and if possible 1 educed, and eveiy effoit must be made for this puipose, 
notwithstanding the advanced period of the season 

5 If the corps of Colonel Martindell and the Commandei -In-Chief’s ai my, 
could be biought to opeiate in a geneial engagement with Scindiah’s whole 
army, the result would pi obably be a moie bnlliant tnumph than anv we have 
yet obtained in the whole histoiy of India It appears to beneaily ceitain in 
such an event that all Sundiah’s artilleiy must fall into our handb, that few 
if any of his infantiy could escape, and that any part of his cavaliy which 
should attempt resistance must be destroyed It is even highly piobable 
that the peison of Scindiah and Ghautka would fall into oui hands Upon 
the whole, it "might be expected that such a victory would establish the 
tranquillity of India for many years Nevei was such an example more le- 
quisite to settle the opinions of the native powers, and the chaiactei of the 
ButiBh arms in India would deuve additional lustre from so decisive a vic¬ 
tory in such a cause A general engagement therefore between the whole 
of Scindiah’s force, particularly if he should be joined by Holkar andMeer 
Khan, appears to be highly desuable after all that has passed, provided 
your Loidship can bring to act against the whole of Scmdiah’s aimy, not 
only youi Loidship’s peisonal aimy, but the coips under Colonel Martin- 
dell, and if Scindiah should advance to Bhuitpore, accoiding to the teims 
of his insolent and piofhgate declaration to Mi Jenkins, I hope your 
Lordship will place him between youi aimy and that of Colonel Mai tin- 
dell, attack hun on both sides without a moment of delay, refusing to re¬ 
ceive any vakeels from him, and thus hustiating all his artifices The meio 
circumstance of his advance constitutes not only a declaiation of wai, but 
a violent act of hostility If theiefoie he^sliould advance, I trust youi 
Lordship will direct your whole attention to an immediate attack upon him 
with every corps that can be brought into action 

6 In the event of wai with Scindiah, if youi Loidship should prove suc¬ 
cessful m your operations, you wiU not offer terms of peace to Scmdiah until 
he shall sue for peace after having been defeated in action In such a case 
you will not refuse to receive his vakeels, taking care at the same time to 
guaid against the treachery of that faithless race, and not foi a moment le- 
laxmg the operations of youi army on account of any negotiation You 
will also in no case whatever grant any aimistice, but even while nego¬ 
tiating pursue the enemy to extremity, and if possible, seize the persons of 
the authors of this mischief 

7 It lemams to consider what terms should be gi anted to Dowlut Rao 
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Sundiuh in the event of Ins being so 1 educed by oui arms as to be 
compelled to sue foi peace on any terms * On this subject my sentiments 
have been materially changed since I wrote to youi Loidship, signifying 1 my 
disposition in the event of wax with Scmdiah, and of Ins defeat, to admit 
him to the benefits of the subsisting tieaties of peace and defensive al¬ 
liance Various cncumstances relative to the conduct and views of Scmdiah’s 
Government have come to my knowledge since that time, which have de¬ 
cided me to reduce his power to the lowest scale in tlic event of a success- 
ful war against him In determining this question it is necessaiy to esta¬ 
blish some fundamental pi maples as the basis of pacification The fun¬ 
damental principle of the pacification with Scmdiah in December 1803, was 
compensation for Dowlut Rao Scindiah's aggiession, and foi theinjuiy 
which the Bntish Government and its allies sustained by the wai, without 
depriving Dowlut Rao Scmdiah of any of the lights and pnvileges of an 
independent state It is evident that this principle of pacification has 
pioved inadequate to the pui poses of oui secuiit y, and that the ie3trnmts 
imposed by the provisions of that tieaty of pedee upon Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah’s means of mischief weie insufficient Another piineiple of pacifica¬ 
tion theiefore must be assumed Scmdiah must not be permitted to letain 
the rights and pnvileges of an independent sta^e, nor any piivilegcs to an 
extent which inav hereoftei enable him to lnjuic us 01 our allies, and wc 
must sccuie the anangement by establishing a dnect contiol ovei the acts 
of his Government, expcncnce having sufficiently manifested that it was m 
vain to place any reliance upon the faith, justice, sincerity, giatitude, 01 ho¬ 
nour of that chieftain W ith these sentiments I annex: the following Notes, 
containing the basis of the tieaty to be concluded with Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah in the event supposed I shall forwaid adiaft of the tieaty legularly 
drawn, to your Loidship as soon as possible In the mean while, it the 
supposed exigency should have occuned, an event which appears to me 
highly probable, your Loidship, if Scmdiah should sue foi peace, will pro¬ 
ceed with confidence to conclude it on the terms heiein stated 

Wellesley 


* In this event the Commandei-m-Chief will not despatch any Bntish 
agent to the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah foi the puipose of negotiating 
the peace The peace must be negotiated with vakeels despatched to the 
camp of the Commander-m-Chief by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and the treaty 
must be concluded in the Commander-In-Chiefs camp Immediately upon 
the conclusion of peace, the Commandci-in-Cluef will send the subsi- 
diaiy force, according to the treaty, to join Scmdiah, and to conduct him, 
with all piacticable expedition to Oujein, the Commauder-in-Chief will 
name a discieet officer to the command 
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Supplement to his Excellency the Gotet not-Genet aPs Notes of Instruction to 

his Excellency the Commandet-m-Chief {of the 10/A Apt il, 1806), dated 

12/A Apt tl, 1806 
/ 

Some cases may possibly occui which are not specifically provided for by 
the notes of the 10th of Apiil Scindiah may possibly receive into his 
camp Rao Holkar oi Meer Khan, oi both, with or without their troops, 
and may then desire to open a negotiation with the Commander-in-Chief 
foi the puipose of obtaining teims of accommodation foi eithei or both of 
those chieftains, oi without malting any demands, or proposing any nego¬ 
tiation, may eithei continue m his actual position or retire Under any of 
these circumstances Scindiah should be instantly attacked To afford pro¬ 
tection to the enemy is an act of hostility on the pait of Dowluf Rao Scin- 
diah, as positive and dnect as that of combining his forces with those of 
the enemy fox the puipose of acting against the British power, and it 
cannot be doubted that Buch a step on the pait of Scindiah muBt be intended 
foi the puipose of conceiting hostihtie 0 against the Butish power But 
Scindiah may intimate that his object in receiving either or both of those 
chieftains is to lestrain them fiom the fuithei prosecution of hostilities 
No dependence whatever can be placed upon such a declaration, and even 
admitting its sincerity, the reception of either of those chieftains^is a vio¬ 
lation of the spmt of the treaty of peace, and under any circumstances, 
the Butish Government could not, consistently with its dignity, acquiesce m 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s assumption of a right to dispose of the persons of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Meer Khan In such case therefore the instant 
surrendei of the persons of Meer Khan oi Holkar, or of both, if both 
should be pi otected by Dowlut Rao Scindiah, should constitute an indis¬ 
pensable condition of oui forbearance fiom the immediate pioseculion of 
hostilities against the foices of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah If Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah should actually surrender the peisons of those chieftains, a confident 
hope might be entertained of his submission to the indispensable demand 
of satisfaction for the outrages committed against the British Residency 
(if that should not previously have been afforded), and to such other demauds 
aB might be lequisitc foi the secunty of the Butish Government against' 
any hostile attempts on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

Wellesley 


No. v 

The Govet not-General m Council to the Honout able the Sect et Committee 
of the Honout able the Court of Ditectors 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, 30th July, 1806 

Our despatch of the 15th of June to your honourable 
Committee contained a communication of our latest advices 
from the confedeiated aimies of Jeswunt Rao Holkar and 
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Dowlut Rao Scmdiah. The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council 
also transmitted with that despatch a copy of his Excellency 
the light honouidhle the Commandei-m-Chiefs instiuctions 
to Mr Jenkins the Acting Resident at the couit of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, in leply to Mi. Jenkins’s communication of an 
expected change in the adnumstiation of that chieftain, and 
a copy of the Commandei-in-Chief’s lettei to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, dated the 4th of June, lequinng the dismission 
and safe conduct of Mi Jenkins and the gentlemen and es- 
coit attached to the Residency within the penod of ten days 
aftei Scindiah’s leceipt of that lettei The Goveinoi-Ge- 
neial-in-Council now deems it piopei to tiansmit to youi 
lionouiable Committee a copy of a lettei fiom Mi Meicer 
the Goveinoi-Geneial’s agent at head quaiteis, dated the 
5th of June, stating the consideiations which suggested to 
the Commandei -m-Clnef the expediency of the measuies 
adopted by his Excellency foi effecting the lelease of the 
Butish Residency at the couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council has alieady signified to 
your honouiable Committee his entne appiobation of the 
tenoi of the lettei which the Commandei-m-Chief addiessed 
to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah Aftei the leceipt of those de¬ 
spatches, the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council duected his deli- 
beiate attention to the important object of deteimining the 
couise of policy to be pursued by the Butish Government, 
not only in the event of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah i efusmg oi 
evading a compliance with the Commandei-m-Chief’s demand 
foi the hbeiation of the Residency within the prescubed 
period of time, but also undei the occuirence of any events 
which could at that time be foieseen oi leasonably sup¬ 
posed 

The measuie of withdiawing the Butish Residency did 
not necessanly place the Butish Government m a state of 
wai with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and the Commandei-m-Chief 
having very pioperly avoided a dnect menaee of wai, even in 
the event of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s refusing oi evading a 
comphance with his Excellency’s demand, the couise of mea¬ 
suies pursued by the Commander-m-Chief appeared to the 
Governor-Geneial m Council to leave the Butish Govern¬ 
ment at hberty m the actual state of circumstances to adopt 
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eithei a pacific or an hostile system of policy with lespect to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

With a view to deteimine this impoitant question, the 
Goveinoi-Geneial m Council deemed it pioper to adveit to 
the geneial principles which had regulated the conduct of 
this government towaids Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and to apply 
those principles to the actual situation of affan s and to any 
state of cucumstances which might be expected to anse 
Those pimciples weie, 1st to avoid the renewal of hostilities 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, exceptmg only undei the occui*- 
lence of such acts of overt hostility on the pait of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah involving the honour and secunty of the British 
Government and possessions as must necessanly place us in a 
state of wai with that chieftain 2ndly To maintain the 
relations of amity and peace with Dowlut Rao Scindiah ac¬ 
cording to the provisions of the treaty of Snjee Anjengaum 
without demanding fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah or gianting 
to him any concessions beyond the limits prescnbed by that 
engagement 

The opeiation of these geneial principles, however, was 
necessanly xendered m some degree subordinate to the obli¬ 
gation of obtaining fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah a satisfactory 
atonement for the outiages committed by his servants against 
the pei son of the Bntish Resident on the*27tk of December, 
1804, and 25th of January, 1805 Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
having complied with the demand of atonement m a degiee 
which appealed to the Goveinoi-General in Council to be 
satisfactory, it became unnecessaiy to legulate the conduct 
of the Governoi-Geneial m Council towards him by any 
refeience to the outiages committed by that chieftain’s 
seivants against the Butisli Resident 

Exclusively of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s refusmg the le- 
quned atonement, the cases which weie consideied as consti¬ 
tuting acts which would justify and requue the measure of 
an immediate attack upon that chieftain’s foices were— 

1st Hispioceeding with his aimy to Bhurtpore according 
to his declared intention, or m any manner passing the line 
of demaication piescubed by the tieaty of peace 

2ndly Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s placing his aimy in a posi¬ 
tion evidently menacing to the Bntish Government or its allies 
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Odly Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s 1 eceiving Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
or Meer Khan into his camp, and undei such cncumstances, 
eithei continuing m his actual position 01 retning 

The cases stated undei the second and thud heads may 
he consideied to have occuned, Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
having placed his aimy m a position, evidently menacing to 
the Butish Government and its allies, and having subse¬ 
quently leceived both Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Meei Khan 
and letned with those chieftains, his Excellency the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief acted m stuct confoimity to the instiuctions 
of this government m advancing with the tioops undei his 
Excellency’s peisonal command towaids the position occu¬ 
pied by Scindiah, neai the frontiei of oui ally the Ranah of 
Gohud. If Scmdiah had awaited m that position the ap- 
pioach of the British aimy, and had lefused to comply with 
the demands which the Commandei-in-Chief was authonzed 
to make, an immediate attack upon the united foices of that 
chieftain and Holkar would have been indispensably neces- 
saiy for the vindication of the honoui and rights of the Butish 
Government Oi if cncumstances had admitted of the pui- 
suit of the leti eating aimies with the prospect of foicmg 
them to action, the Commandei-in-Chief’s demands having 
been rejected, that measuie would have been highly expe¬ 
dient and m stuct conformity to the intentions of the Go¬ 
vernor-General in Council. 

In the event of an attack, the Butish Goveinment would 
have been placed in a condition of actual war with Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, and the result of the action would have detei- 
mined the necessity of prosecuting fuithei measures of hos¬ 
tility against him 

The immediate opeiations of the Butish aimy, however, 
being precluded by the precipitation of Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah’s letieat, and by the state of the season, it became a 
subject of delibeiation whethei under all the cncumstances 
of the case it was necessaiy to considei the British Govern¬ 
ment to be in a state of actual wai with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
The circumstances of piecipitation, alaim, and disgrace, under 
which the united forces of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar retieated fiom then position at Subbulgurh, the 
distiessed and inefficient condition of then armies and the 
deficiency of their resources appeared to the Governor-Ge- 
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neial m Council to pieclude that necessity on any giounds 
connected with the honoui oi secunty of the Butish Go¬ 
vernment. 

In conformity, therefoie, to the geneial piinciples stated 
m the fouith paiagiaph of this despatch, the Goveinoi-Ge- 
neial in Council lesolved to suspend the piosecution of hos- 
tihties against the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah unless 
that chieftain should pioceed to such acts of dnect hostility 
as would necessanly place us m a state of wai with him 

At the same time, undei the cncumstances of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s conduct m uniting his foices with those of the 
enemy, and of the state of lestiamt and distress of theButish 
Residency at his Highness’s couit, it appealed to he indis¬ 
pensably necessaiy foi the pieseivation of the ciedit and 
dignity of the Butish Government to demand the release of 
the Residency, and to maintain that demand even at the 
hazaid of wai The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council, howevei, 
actuated by an anxious desne to avoid that extiemity, deemed 
it advisable to adopt intermediate measuies which might in¬ 
duce Dowlut Rao Scindiah to comply with that demand In 
the event, theiefore, of the detention of the Residency be¬ 
yond the time limited by the Commander-m-Chief, the Go- 
vernoi-Geneial in Council lesolved m the fiist instance to 
adopt a measuie of letaliation by publicly prohibiting Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s vakeel at Calcutta from quitting that city, 
and by communicating this prohibition to Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah, and by pi omulgatmg it m the most public mannei at 
eveiy couit m India If this measuie should not induce 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah to release the Butish Residency, the 
Governoi-Geneial in Council lesolved to declaie the suspen¬ 
sion of the payment of the stipends, and of the levenues of 
Dholepore, Barree, and Rajah-Kenah, payable undei the 
tieaty of peace, and if this measure also, aftei a sufficient 
latitude of tiial should prove mffectual, the Governor-General 
m Council was decidedly of opinion that it would be expe¬ 
dient to adopt the coeicive measures, of resuming all the Jag- 
heers gianted by the treaty of peace, of seizing Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s possessions m Amednagui, and of attacking As- 
seerghur and Buihanpore, and Scindiah’s seveial posts neai 
the frontiei of Guzei at, declaiing at the same time to Scin¬ 
diah that those possessions should be lestoied when Mi. 
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Jenkins with the gentlemen and escoit of the Residency 
should have been leleased, and should have ailived m safety 
at a Butish station 

With legald to the conduct of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah con¬ 
sidered without lefeience to the detention of the Residency, 
the lesolution of the Governoi-Geneial in Council was legu- 
lated as before, by the geneialpunciples stated m the fouith 
paiagiaph. 

The Goveinor-Geneial m Council was decidedly of opinion 
that notwithstanding the indisputable justice of considering 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s actual connection with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai to be a legitimate ground of wai with Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, that connection was attended with circumstances 
which piecluded the necessity on giounds eithei of security 01 
honoui, of rendeung it a cause of wai with Scmdiah, and the 
Goveinoi-Geneial m Council accoidmgly lesolved to lefiain 
fiom the prosecution of hostilities against Dowlut Rao Scm¬ 
diah on the giounds of his connection with Holkai, uncom- 
bined with acts of positive aggiession on the pait of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah against the British Government, 01 any of its 
alhes This deteimunition appealed to the Goveinoi-Gene¬ 
ral in Council to pieclude the abiogation, and even the sus¬ 
pension of any of the obligations of the tieaty of peace. 

The abiogation of any of the piovisions of that treaty 
without the mutual consent of the contacting paities obvi¬ 
ously constitutes a virtual dissolution of that engagement, and 
both paities consequently leveit to the condition m which 
they lelatively stood befoie the conclusion of the peace In 
that event therefoie, the Butish Government would be placed 
m a state of wai with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, although we 
should lefiam from the actual piosecution of imhtaiy opeia- 
tions against that chieftain Undei the opeiation of the same 
pimciples it was evident that the measuie of dgclaung the 
suspension of any of the provisions of the tieaty of peace, 
until Dowlut Rao Scmdiah should abandon his connection 
with Holkar, would involve the necessity of war in the event 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s inability 01 disinclination to comply 
with that demand 

For these reasons the Goveinor-Geneial m Council was 
decidedly of opinion, that aftei the British Residency should 
have been released, no alternative was left to the British 
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Government but eithei to adheie to all the obligations of the 
tieaty of peace, 01 to be prepaied foi the immediate piosecu- 
tion of hostilities against Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

It appealed to the Goveinoi-Geneiaim Council, that while 
the Butish Government should continue to adheie to the 
obligations of the tieaty of peace, Dowlut Rao Scmdiali had 
an mteiest m lefraimng from such a paiticipation m the 
hostile proceedings of Holkai, as must necessanly place him 
in a state of waT with the Butish power, and that although 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah might not immediately possess the 
means of emancipating himself fiom his connection with Hol- 
kar, he probably had the powei of abstaining fiom a pai¬ 
ticipation of m the war These consideiations influenced the 
delibeiate lesolutions of the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council to 
adheie to the obhgations of the tieaty of peace with Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, notwithstanding the continuance of that chief¬ 
tain’s connection with JeswuntRao Holkai, piovided Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah should ultimately suuendei the peison of 
Mi Jenkms, with the gentlemen and escort attached to the 
Residency, and should refrain from the piosecution of measuies 
of war against the Bi ltish Government and its allies. 

On the basis of these sentiments and resolutions the Gover¬ 
nor-General m Council transmitted to the light honourable 
the Commander-m-Chief instructions foi the legulation of his 
conduct undei the occurrence of any events which it was 
necessaiy to contemplate 

The Goveinor-Geneial in Council, deeming it to be suffici¬ 
ent to state m the body of this despatch the general pi ma¬ 
ples of pohcy which have legulated his conduct with legal d 
to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, lefeis youi honourable Committee 
to the mclosed copy of his mstiuctions to the Commander-in- 
Chief, which were dated the 25th of June, foi information 
lelative to the apphcation of those principles to eventual 
occurrences. Your honouiable Committee will observe, that 
those mstiuctions also comprehend the declaration of the sen¬ 
timents and oiders of the Governor-General m Council on the 
subject of a paafication with Jeswunt Rao Holkai With a 
view to remedy the enor m Mi Jenkins’s conduct m with¬ 
holding the Governoi-Geneial’s letteis to Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah of the 4th and 22nd of Apul, (to which our despatch to 
youi honouiable Committee of the 31st of May lefers) the 
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Governor-General m Council furthei deemed it expedient to 
tiansmit duplicates of those letteis to the Commandei-m-Chief 
dnecting his Excellency to foiwaid them, with positive m- 
stiuctions to Mr Jenkins foi the immediate dehveiy of them 
to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, explaining at the same time to his 
Highness the causes which pievented the dehveiy of the 
ongmals of those letters 

The Govemoi-Geneial in Council now adveits to the pro¬ 
ceedings of the confedeiate chieftains according to the advices 
from Mi Jenkins since the date of the latest intelligence 
which had leached the Govemoi-Geneial m Council at the 
date of oui despatch to youi honouiable Committee of the 
15th of June 

Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkar continued 
to move m a westeily duection towaids Ajmeie. With le- 
feience to the obseivations contained in Mi Jenkins's des¬ 
patch to the Commander-m-Chief, of the 7th of June, on the 
subject of the disposition of the petty chiefs of Hmdostan 
and of the Rajpoot states, it may be piopei to state some 
observations foi the notice of youi honourable Committee. 
Then conduct must necessanly be legulated by the piogiess 
of events None of these chiefs possesses singly the powei of 
lesistmg the foices of the confedei ates, and any effectual 
combination among those chiefs is lendeied impiacticable by 
the natuie of their tenures, by then respective views and 
prejudices, and by the insupeiable opeiation of immemoiial 
usages and customs, they are therefore compelled to submit 
to exactions enforced by the vicinity of a supenor force, and 
their preservation and their mteiests aie concerned m sup¬ 
posing the cause of that power, which engaged in a contest 
with another state, appears to be successful, and m abstain¬ 
ing fiom any opposition to either of the belligerent powers 
which possesses the means of punishing then lesistance 

In contracting alliances with the petty states of Hmdostan, 
the Bntish Government has never entei tamed the vam ex¬ 
pectation of deriving fiom them the benefits of an active 
opposition to the powei of the Mahiatta chieftains, or even 
of an absolute neutrality, excepting under circumstances which 
should enable us to piotect them against the power of the 
enemy, at the same tame the actual or expected supenonty 
and success of the confederates, can alone induce those states 
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to unite their exeitions with those of the enemy m active ope¬ 
rations against the Butish power. 

In the piesent 1 educed condition of the powei of the con- 
fedeiates, and m the actual situation of the Rajpoot states of 
Jodepoor and Jyenagur, no probability exists of the success 
of any endeavours on the part of the confederates to obtain 
the co-opeiation of those states, notwithstanding the influence 
which Jeswunt Rao Holkar appears to have estabhshed m 
then counsels by means of his agents. 

The justice of these observations with lespect to the state 
of Jyenagur is demonstrated by the actual conduct of that 
state Your honoui able Committee will observe that the evasive 
and temporising policy of the couit of Jyenagur is the neces¬ 
sary lesult of the operation of those punciples which aie 
described m the pieceedmg paragiaphs of this despatch 

The opimon which is entei tamed among the states of Hin- 
dostan with regaid to the leduced condition of the enemy 
and the consequent impiobabihty of success on the part of 
the confedeiates m then endeavours to effect a combmation 
of the states of Hmdostan against the British power, may be 
inferred fiom the overtures which the Commander-m-Chief 
has lately received from the Rana of Odeypoie (one of the 
principal Rajpoot states) soliciting the aid of the Butish 
powei against the confedeiates. The course of pohcy which 
the Governoi-Geneial m Council has adopted with legaid to 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, having necessaiily precluded oui com¬ 
pliance with the solicitations of the Rana of Odeypoie, the 
Commandei-m-Chief was mstiucted to communicate to that 
chieftain’s vakeel, the indispensable necessity under actual 
cucumstances of dechnmg the pioposals of the Rana 

The Governoi-Geneial m Council is satisfied that the con¬ 
federates have nevei entertained the desperate pioject of 
attacking the aimy under the command of Major-Geneial 
Jones, as described m the despatch from Mi Jenkins of the 
7th of June The complete destiuction of the lemnant of 
their militaiy force would unquestionably be the result of 
such an attempt. But the prevailing report of that pioject 
mdustiiously propagated by Holkai and his partizans, may 
be considered to afford a pi oof of the sense which the con¬ 
federates entei tam of the impiacticability of effecting any 
efficient combmation of the states of Hmdostan against us 
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without previously lestoimg the ciedit of then arms by some 
decided and impoitant success. 

In om despatch of the 15th of June, the Goveinor-Geneial 
in Council communicated to your honouiable Committee the 
piobability of a matenal change in the admimsti ation of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah Having since leceived fiom Mi. Jen¬ 
kins a despatch, dated the 16th of June, containing a detailed 
statement of the cncumstances connected with that event, 
togethei with an able discussion on the subject of the views 
and disposition of Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council deems it propei 
to tiansmit enclosed a copy of that despatch foi your honour¬ 
able Committee’s mfoimation 

The Governoi-General m Council also deems it piopei to 
annex to this despatch a copy of a lettei fiom Lieut-Colonel 
Malcolm, dated the 23id of June, containing the observations 
of his Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief on the despatch 
fiom Mi Jenkins, to which the piecedmg paiagiaph lefeis. 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council concuis in many pointa 
with the sentiments of the Commandei-m-Chief, as expressed 
m that lettei, at the same time the Goveinoi-Geneial m 
Council is not disposed to abandon the expectation which he 
has been led to enteitam lespectmg the dissolution of the 
confedeiacy m the event of Seijee Rao Ghautka’s lemoval 
fiom the office of Pume Mmistei at the court of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah and of the appointment of Ambajee, the mclmation 
of whose interest must necessanly dispose him to effect the 
emancipation of Scmdiah from the control of Holkai, and to 
suggest a couise of policy duected to the pieservation of 
amity with the Butish Government, and compatible with the 
efficient opei ation of the alliance concluded between the two 
states. 

That degiee of ascendancy which Jeswunt Rao Holkai at 
present possesses m the counsels of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
and which enables him to control the measuies of Scmdiah’s 
administration, has been established and hitherto maintained 
by the aid of Seijee Rao Ghautka, whose views and disposi¬ 
tion have uniformly coincided with those of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar. Any support and assistance which Holkai may 
derive fiom the agency of Ambajee, m the piosecution of 
designs against the Butish Government and its allies, in- 
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volving the co-opeiation of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, may be 
consideied to be compulsive, and may be expected to cease 
when the ascendancy of Holkai m the councils of Scmdiah 
shall have been diminished by the success of Ambajee’s en¬ 
deavours to lestoie the independence of Dowlut Rao Sctn- 
diah’s government, and topiovide for his ownsecunty against 
a lepetition of the extoition and ciuelty which Ambajee has 
suffered at the hands of Jeswunt Rao Holkar Admitting 
therefore the appointment of Ambajee to the executive admi¬ 
nistration of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’a government to be an 
arrangement adopted through the ascendancy of Holkar, the 
Governor-General in Council is yet decidedly of opinion that, 
undei the opeiation of that anangement, the conti ol of Jes¬ 
wunt Rao Holkai ovei the measuies of Scmdiah’s admim- 
stiation and his means of directing the powei and lesouices 
of Scmdiah to the piosecution of designs hostile to the B 11 - 
tish Government will giadually diminish, and that this ex¬ 
pected change m the counsels of Scmdiah will tend to levive 
the influence of that class of chieftains m the seivice of Dow¬ 
lut Rao Scmdiah who aie adveise to the wild and piofligate 
views of Jeswunt Rao Holkai, and are disposed to measuies 
of a pacific natuie, calculated to lestoie the efficiency and 
independence of the government of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
These expectations tend to pieclude the necessity of depait- 
mg from the course of policy pi escribed by oui mstiuctions 
to his Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief of the 25th of June 
With a view to explain to youi honoui able Committee the 
reference, contained m the 5th paiagiaph of Lieut-Colonel 
Malcolm’s lettei, to the flight of Moonshee Kavel Nyne and 
to the tieatment of Baptiste, the Governor-General m Council 
deems it piopei to state to youi honoui able Committee the 
following circumstances —Moonshee Kavel Nyne had en¬ 
joyed, duimg a long course of years, the entire confidence of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and of his piedecessor, and was con¬ 
sideied to be one of the most respectable of the officei s> of 
his Highness’s government His detestation of the profligate 
character of Seijee Rao Ghautka, and his sense of the dis- 
giace and impending luin to which the conduct of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, undei the conti ol ot Ghautka and Holkai, 
had exposed the state of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, added to the 
appiehension which he enteitamed of the violence and ciuelty 
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of Ghautka and Holkai, induced Moonshee Kavel Nyne to 
abandon the couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and to letne to 
Delhi 

The expenence, chaiactei and situation of Kavel Nyne 
wanant an entne confidence m the justice of hi& sentiments 
and opinions upon that subject 

Jean Baptiste has been fiequently mentioned m oui des¬ 
patches to youi honouiable Committee as an officei m the 
seivice of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, commanding a coips of le- 
gulai infantry, with a tiam of aitilleiy This officei joined 
the confedeiate aimies, and being suspected of a design to 
seize the peison of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, Jean Baptiste was 
appiehended by oidei of Holkai, his eyes were put out, 
and his death, which shoitly after ensued, was the conse¬ 
quence of that outiage 

On the 16th of June Mi. Jenkins received the Commandei- 
m-Chief’s mstiuctions of the 4th of that month and his Ex¬ 
cellency’s lettei of that date to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah These 
documents aie lefened to m oui despatch to your honouiable 
Committee of the 15th of June 

Mi Jenkins deliveied to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah the Com- 
mandei-m-Chiefs lettei at the audience appointed by Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah on the 17tli, agieeably to Mi Jenkins’s lequest. 
Upon that occasion, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah signified to Mi. 
Jenkins that a satisfactoiy leply should be returned within 
two days Being disappointed howevei in his expectation of 
receiving a satisfactoiy communication fiom the Duibar, Mi. 
Jenkms deemed it piopei to tiansmit a written message to 
the Duibar, adveitmg to the delay which had aheady oc- 
cuned m leply mg to the demand of the Commandei-m-Chief 
and intimating that if he should not be peimitted to with¬ 
draw befoie the expiration of the teim limited by the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief, his Excellency would conclude that Mi 
Jenkins was foicibly detained, and would considei the Butish 
Government to be absolved fiom the obligations of subsisting 
tieaties. In leply to that message Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
stated, “ that the lettei s of his Excellency the Govemoi- 
Geneial had mfoimed him that Mr Jenkins was vested with 
powers to transact all matteis which related to the interests 
of the two states, that his Highness had also received letters 
to the same effect fiom Colonel Close, and that his Highness 
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could by no means leconcile the tenoi of those letteis with 
the lettei of the Commandei-m-Chief, announcing the cessa¬ 
tion of Mi Jenkins’s functions and lequmng his dismission, 
that theiefoie his Highness would send vakeels to the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief in oidei to asceitam thenatuie of the case 
that with legald to Mi. Jenkins’s communication, that if he 
weie not peimitted to quit the camp m ten days the lela- 
tions subsisting between the two states would be no longei 
binding upon the Butish Government, such an event would 
by no means attach to Mi Jenkins’s chaiactei, noi would it 
be attubuted to Mi Jenkins, and that if hostilities should 
occui, Mi Jenkins need not be under any appiehension foi 
his own safety, as the peisons of vakeels weie sacied m all 
situations eithei of wai 01 peace ” 

The Goveinoi-General in Council has now the honoui to 
communicate to youi honoui able Committee his sentiments 
upon the state of affans as descubed m Mi Jenkins’s de¬ 
spatch of the 20tli of June, and the measuies and lesolutions 
adopted m consequence by the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council 
The aigument by which Dowlut Rao Scindiah endeavouied 
to justify his evident deteimination to avoid a compliance with 
the Commandei-in-Chiefs demand foi the release of Mr 
Jenkins, is destitute of any real foice, and Scindiah himself 
was piobably sensible of its fallacy. The Governor-General 
m Council, howevei, deemed it advisable to depuve Scindiah 
of the advantage of any piete\t foi the detention of Mi 
Jenkins, by a distinct confiimation of the Commandei-m- 
Chief’s demand, under the seal and signatuie of the Goveinoi- 
General-m-Council. It appealed to the Goveinoi-General 
m Council that if such a lequisition, authenticated by the 
seal and signatuie of the Governor-Geneial should also 
piove unsuccessful, it must be mfeired that Scmdiah was 
either disposed, 01 was m a state to be compelled to hazaid 
the alternative of wai Whatever latitude of action Scmdiah 
might possess, or might be allowed with legard to this parti- 
culai point, it seemed evident fiom the geneial tenor of the 
advices leceived since the despatch of oui instructions to the 
Commandei-m-Chief of the 25th of June, that the powei of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was absoibed m that of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai, and that a speedy dissolution of the connection be¬ 
tween those chieftains could not reasonably be expected by 
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the exclusive operation of those causes on which at the date 
of those mstiuctions the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council had 
been induced to found that expectation It appealed to 
the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council to be evident that if Dow- 
lut Rao Scmdiah was disposed 01 would be compelled to 
hazaid the lenewal of wai, lathei than comply with the 
dismission of the Residency, the speedy piosecution of 
hostilities on the part of the Butish Government was ad¬ 
visable upon eveiy principle of dignity, secmity, and even 
of economy It could not be supposed eithei that Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah would lefuse or evade a compliance with 
the Goveinoi-Geneial’s demand without pieviously lesolv- 
mg to detain Mi Jenkins at the hazaid of wai, 01 that 
aftei the leceipt of the Goveinoi-Geneiars lettei Scmdiah 
could expect t6 deceive us by any fuithei subteifuges Undei 
actual cncumstances, theiefoie, it appeals to the Goveinoi- 
Geneial m Council that gieat daiigei must inevitably be pio- 
duced by oui abstaining fiom the piosecution of hostilities at 
the eailiest piacticable period of time, if Scmdiah should le¬ 
fuse or evade a compliance with the Goveinoi-Geneial’s 
demand 

In confoimity to those sentiments, the Goveinoi-Geneial m 
Council issued mstiuctions to the Commandei-in-Chief autho¬ 
rizing and dnectmg his Excellency to be piepaied to commence 
active opeiations against the confedeiated foices of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkai, as soon as the season 
should admit, and to tiansmit with the least piacticable delay 
a plan of opeiations foi the eventual pi osecution of hostilities 
m eveiy quaitei of Hmdostan and the Deccan. 

The Goveinoi -General m Council, howevei, signified to 
the Commandei-m-Ckief that no act of hostility must be 
committed agamst Scmdiah without fuithei mstiuctions from 
the Goveinor-Geneial At the same time the Goveinoi- 
Geneial in Council judged it piopei to authonze the Com- 
mander-m-Chief at wliatevei time his Excellency might deem 
expedient, to make any foiwaid movement of the tioops in 
Hmdostan eithei with a view to the protection of oui pos¬ 
sessions, 01 to the attainment of a final settlement of affairs 
with Scmdiah and Holkai m that quarter. 

The Governor-General in his letter to Dowlut Rao Scm- 

>ol. v. s 
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diah, to which these mstiuctions lefened, aftei adveitmg to 
the aigument by which Dowlut Rao Scmdiah endeavouied to 
evade a compliance with the Commandei-m-Chiefs demand 
foi the lelease of Mi Jenkins, and exposing the fallacy of 
that aigument, confiimed m express teims the Commandei-m- 
Clnef’s demand, and signified his expectation that within the 
space of fouiteen days after Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s leceipt 
of the Governoi-Geneial’s lettei, his Highness would peimit 
Mr Jenkins, the gentlemen, and escoit of the Residency, to 
depart fiom his Highness’s camp, and would affoid them safe 
conduct to the neaiest British station 
The Governoi-Geneial fuither intimated to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah that he would nevei lecede fiom that demand, and 
that aftei the expnation of the teim limited foi the dismis¬ 
sion of Mi Jenkins, neithei his Excellency the Commandei- 
m-Chief, noi the Governoi-General, could leceivefiom his 
Highness any communication which he might desire to make 
thiough Mi. Jenkms, noi could Mi Jenkins be aulhouzed 
to tiansact any official business with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, or 
with his mmisteis The Governoi-Geneial at the same time 
obseived that his Highness’s lesponsibility foi the safety of 
Mi Jenkms and of eveiy person attached to the Residency 
fiom injury oi insult, would not be diminished by the suspen¬ 
sion of Mi Jenkins’s functions as the repi esentative of the 
Butish Government at Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s couit 
The Goveinoi-Geneial fuithei obseived, that Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s detention of Mi Jenkms aftei his Highness’s re¬ 
ceipt of the Govei noi-General’s lettei, fai fiom tending to the 
accomplishment of any object connected with the mteiests of 
his Highness, was an act calculated to preclude every advan¬ 
tage denvable from the preservation of amity and concord 
between the two states. The Governor-General also adverted 
to the intimation which Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had leceived 
fiom the Commander-m-Chief, that aftei the amval of Mi. 
Jenkins and the gentlemen and escort attached to the 
Residency, under safe conduct at a British station, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief would be piepared to receive any confiden¬ 
tial agent whom his Highness might think proper to despatch 
foi the puipose of communicating on points connected with 
the welfare and amity of both states, and that at a propel 
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season an officer of lank would be despatched to bis High¬ 
ness’s couit m the capacity of lepiesentative of the British 
Government In this lettei also the Govemoi-Geneial dis¬ 
tinctly explained to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah the extent of the 
poweis vested m the Commandei-in-Chief The Goveinoi- 
Geneial then piaceeded to adveit to the letteis which his 
Excellency had addiessed to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, undei 
dates the 4th and 22d of Apnl, obseiving that the extiaoi- 
dinaiy and unfavoiuable state of affims at his Highness’s 
couit had necessanly pi evented the deliveiy of those lettei s, 
and intimating that those letteis would now be deliveied, 
that the peiusal of them would lemove all enoi and miscon¬ 
struction with regal d to the intentions of the Butish Govern¬ 
ment, but that if any point should appeal to his Highness to 
lequue explanation, his Highness must lefei to Loid Lake, 
who had full authonty to state the Goveinoi-Geneial’s sen¬ 
timents to his Highness The Governoi-Geneial concluded by 
declaung his deteimmation to maintain the tieaty of peace 
without alteiation, and neithei to advance any demand noi to 
giant any concession inconsistent with that engagement, and 
by expiessing a hope that Ins Highness was disposed to le- 
spect the allies and temtoiies of the Company, and not only to 
affoid no assistance to oui enemies, but to co-opeiate with 
Loid Lake against them 

Copies of oui mstiuctions to Ins Excellency the Com- 
mander-jn-Chief of the 25th of June, and of the Governoi- 
General’s lettei to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah aie annexed to this 
despatch for your honouiable Committee’s moie detailed in¬ 
humation, 

By a lettei fiom Mi Jenkms to the Govemoi-Geneial’s 
agent at head quaiteis, dated the 19th of June, it appeals 
that Cashee Rao Holkar, who had ariived in the vicinity of 
the camp of the confedeiates had an mtei view of leconciliation 
with Jeswunt Rao Holkai. The numbei of ti oops with Cashee 
Rao Holkai was stated to be inconsideiable 

On the 22nd of June, Rajah Ambajee was libeiated from 
confinement and was subsequently leceived by Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah with eveiy degiee of lespect and attention; the 
ceremony of his reception was consideied to be pieparataiy 
to his appointment to the chaige of the executive authority 
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of his Highness’s government in the 100 m of Seijee Rao 
Ghautka Until the expn ation of the term limited by the 
Commander-in-Chief for the lelease of the Residency, Mi 
Jenkins continued to employ eveiy endeavour to obtain an 
audience of Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the subject of the 
Commandei-m-Chief’s letter of the 4th of June, but without 
success On the evening of the 27th of June, the last day 
of the pi escribed teim, Mi Jenkins was visited by Anna 
Bhaskei on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, foi the expiess 
purpose of inducing Mi Jenkms to wave his demand of dis¬ 
mission The detail of the conference holden on that occa¬ 
sion is described in the annexed copy of Mi Jenkins’s 
despatch of the 1st instant to his Excellency the Comman- 
dei-in-Clnef Youi honouiable Committee will obseive fiom 
the contents of that despatch, that Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
piofesses the most amicable intentions with legaid to the 
Butish Government, but appeals lesolved to withhold his 
consent to the departure of Mi. Jenkins on the pretext that 
his dismission would constitute the appearance of enmity 
between the two states, and your honouiable Committee will 
observe that Dowlut Rao Scindiah lefuses to admit that 
the detention of Mi. Jenkins can be considered a ground 
of wai 

The Goveinor-Geneial m Council deems it proper to 
annex to this despatch a copy of Lieut -Colonel Malcolm’s 
lettei of the 10th instant, stating the sentiments of the Com- 
mandei-in-Chief upon the communication contained m Mi. 
Jenkins’s despatch of the 1st, togethei with a copy of the 
Commandei-m-Chiefs instructions to Mi Jenkms m reply 
, to that communication The couise of pioceeding adopted 
by the Commandei-m-Chief leaves the Butish Government 
at libei ty to puisue such measures as may appeal to be ad¬ 
visable with leference eithei to the prosecution of wai or 
to a state of peace 

The instiuctions of the Governoi-Geneial in Council ad- 

♦ 

diessed to the Commander-in-Chief under date the 25th 
of June, and the Governoi-Geneial's letter to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah of the same date, of which the substance has been 
stated in this despatch, have supeiceded the necessity of any 
fuither directions No infoimation of a latei date than the 
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1st instant has been received fiom the camp of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah 

With d view to appuze youi honouiable Committee of the 
extent of the foices of the confederates, the Governor- 
Geneial m Council deems it piopei to annex to this despatch 
a copy of a cuculai letter, which has been tiansmitted to the 
chief Butish authonties rti Hindostan and the Deccan, con¬ 
taining a statement of the natuie and extent of the foices of 
those chieftains accoidmg to the most authentic mfoimation 
that it has been piacticable to piocuie 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council also deems it piopei 
to tiansmit foi youi honouiable Committee’s mfoimation, 
the enclosed copy of a lettei addiessed to the Goveinoi- 
Geneial by his Excellency’s mihtaiy secietaiy, shewing the 
disposition and actual positions of the Butish tioops both 
m Hindostan and the Deccan, undei the oideis upon that 
subject communicated to youi honouiable Committee m oui 
despatch of the 31st of May 

No event has occuned to any of the othei durbars of 
India, of sufficient impoitance to the mteiests of the honour¬ 
able Company to lequne notice m this despatch The con¬ 
duct of the Peishwa, the Soubahdai of the Deccan and the 
Rajah of Nagpore has continued to be confoimable to the 
obligations of subsisting engagements 

We have the honour to be, &c 

Wellesley. 

G H Barlow 
G. Udny. 

[Enclosure ] 

The Governor-General tn Council to his Excellency the Right Honouiable 
Lord Lake, fyc §c 

My Lord, Fort William, 26tli June, 1806 

1 The Governor-General m Council has been appuzed by Mr Mercer’s 
letters of the 4th and 6th instant to the Secretary to Government m the 
Secret Department of the course of measures adopted by your Excellency 
for effecting the libeiation of Mr Jenkins fiom the camp of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah 

2 The Governor-General m Council has the honour to state to your 
Excellency his entire approbation of the measure adopted by your Excel¬ 
lency on this occasion and of the tenor of your addrebs to Dowlut Rao 
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Scindiah of the 4th instant, demanding the release of Mr JcnkinS within 
the limited penod of ten days 

3 In the actual condition of affairs it appeals to the Governor-General 
in Council to be necessaiy to determine the couise of measures to be pur¬ 
sued with lespect to Dowlut Rao Scindiah undei such events as can now 
he foieseen or reasonably supposed This deteimination mil necessanly 
lhiolve a reply to your Loidship’s leference on the subject of the mea- 
suies to he adopted in the event of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s refusal to com¬ 
ply with your ultimate requisition for the release of Mi Jenkins 

4 The instructions which have been occasionally issued for the legula- 
lion of youi Excellency’s conduct with respect to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
have necessarily vaned accoiding to the information which was received 
of the views and pioceedings of that chieftain, hut those instiuctions have 
resulted from the same umfoim principles of policy 

6 The general pnnciples upon which the Goveinoi-Geneial’s instructions 
have been founded weie—1st To avoid the renewal of hostilities with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah excepting only under the oceunence of such acts of 
overt hostility on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, involving the honoui 
and secunty of the Bntish Government and possessions as must neces- 
saiily place us m a state of war with that chieftain 2ndly To maintain 
the relations of amity and peace with Dowlut Rao Scindiah accoiding to 
the provisions of the tieaty of Seijeeanjengaum without demanding fiom 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah or gi anting to him any concessions beyond the limits 
piescnhed by that engagement 

6 The opeiation of these general principles, however, was necessanly 
rendered in some degiee suboidmate to the obligation of obtaining fiom 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah a satisfactory atonement for the outiages committed 
by ms servants against the peison of the Bntish Resident on the 27th of 
December, 1804, and 25th of Januaiy, 1806 Dowlut Rao Scindiah having 
complied with the demand of atonement m a degiee which appealed to the 
Goveinor-Geneial in Council to he satisfactory, it became unnecessaiy to 
regulate the conduct of the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council towards him by 
any lefeience to the outrages committed by that chieftain’s seivants against 
the Bntish Resident 

7 Exclusively of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s refusing the requited atone¬ 
ment, the cases ivhich. were considered as constituting acts which would 
justify and lequue on the pait of your Excellency the measure of an im¬ 
mediate attach upon that chieftain’s forces were — 

1st His proceeding with his army to Bhuitpore according to his de¬ 
clared mtention, or in any mannei passing the line of demarcation pre¬ 
scribed by the treaty of peace 

2ndly Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s placing Ins aimy m a position evidently 
■menacing to the Bntish Government or its allies 

3idlv Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s receiving Jeswunt Rao Holkar or Meer 
Khan into his camp, and under such circumstances, either continuing in 
his actual position or retiring 

8 The Governor-Geneial’s orders to Mr Jenkins of the 20th of Apnl, 



1805. 


THE SECRET COMMITTEE 


263 


authorizing him on the ground of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’a compliance 
with the demand of atonement, to proceed to the adjustment of all de¬ 
pending questions with that chieftain on the basis of the tieaty of peace, 
although issued subsequently to the Go vernoi-General’s instructions to 
Youi Excellency, which authorized your Excellency to attack the forces of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiak m the cases above descubed, weie not of a nature to 
supercede those instructions, and the same observation is applicable to 
the Governor-General’s subsequent instiuctions of the 4th of May, de¬ 
scribing the cncumstances undei which the Butish Government would be 
disposed to admit the agency of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah m effecting an 
accommodation with Jc*wunt Rao Holkai, since those several ordeis and 
instiuctions lefeired exclusively to a Btate of cncumstances which could 
not be cousideied to involve the indispensable necessity of prosecuting 
hostilities against the powei of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, although the con¬ 
duct of that chieftain had amply justified an unqualified declaiation of war 

9 The cases above stated under the 2nd and 3id heads may be consi¬ 
dered to have occuned, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah having placed Ins army m a 
position evidently menacing to the Butish Government and its allies, and 
having subsequently received both Jeswunt Rao Holkar and Meet Khan, 
and letned with those chieftains, and your Excellency acted m stuct con¬ 
formity to the intentions of this government in advancing with the troops 
under your Excellency’s peisonal command towards the position occupied 
by Scmdiah, neai the froutiei of oui ally the Rana of Gohud If Scmdiah 
had awaited m that position the appioach of youi Excellency’s army, and 
had lefused to comply with the demands which youi Excellency was au¬ 
thorized to make, an immediate attack upon the united foices of that 
chieftain and Holkai would have been indispensably necessary foi the 
vindication of the honour and rights of the British Government or if 
circumstances had admitted of your Excellency’s pursuit of the leti eating 
aimies with a piospect of forcing them to action, youi Excellency’s de¬ 
mand having been rejected, that measure would have been highly expe¬ 
dient, and in strict confoimity to the intentions of the Governoi-General 
in Council In the event of an attack the Butish Government would have 
been placed m a condition of actual war with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and 
the result of the action would have determined the necessity of prosecuting 
further measuies of hostility against him 

10 The immediate operations of your Excellency’s army, however, 
being piecluded by the precipitation of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s retreat and 
by the state of the season, it became a subject of deliberation whethei the 
conduct of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was such as to render it necessary 
to consider the British Government to be id a state of actual war with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah The cncumstances of pi ecipitdtion, alarm and dis- 
giace under which the united forces of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar retreated from then position at Subbulgurh, the distressed and 
inefficient condition of then armies and the deficiency of their lesomces, 
appeared to the Goveinoi-General in Council to preclude that necessity 
on any giounds connected with the honour or security of the British Go¬ 
vernment 
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11 In conformity, thcrefoie, to the general principles stated in the 5th 
paragraph of this despatch, the Govemoi-Geneial in Council resolved to 
suspend the piosecution of hostilities against the possessions of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, unless that chief should proceed to such acts of dnect hos¬ 
tility as would necessanly place us m a state ot war with him 

12 At the saiue time, under the circumstances of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah’s conduct in uniting his forces with those of the enemy, and of the 
state of lestramt and distiess of the Butish Residency at his Highness’s 
Court, your Excellency’s resolution to demand fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
the release of Mi Jenkms, and his sdfe conduct with the gentlemen of 
the Residency and the escort to a Butish Btation was peifectly piopei, and 
the terms in which your Excellency conveyed that demand aie entnely ap¬ 
proved by the Governoi-General in Council Neithei the measures of with¬ 
drawing the Butish Residency, nor the tenoi of your Excellency’s letteis 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah constitute a declaration of wai with that chief¬ 
tain, and youi Excellency has veiy properly avoided a dnect menace of 
wai even in the event of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s ultimately lefusing to 
comply with your Excellency’s demand foi the release of the Butish Resi¬ 
dency The course of proceeding, tberefoie, which youi Excellency lias 
judiciously puisued leaves the Bntisli Government at libeity in the actual 
situation of affairs to adopt eithei a pacific oi an hostile system of policy 
with respect to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

Id Aftei the maturest delibei ation, upon the measuies which it is most 
expedient to puisue m the pieseut condition of affairs, the Governor- 
General in Council has finally lesolved to adheie to the general principles 
which have hitherto regulated our conduct towards Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
as descnbed m the 6th paiagraph of this despatch, and the Governor- 
General in Council now pioceeds to state to your Excellency the applica¬ 
tion of those pimciples to eyeiv case which it is at present necessary to 
contemplate 

14 First Dowlut Rao Scindidh may comply with youi Excellency’s 
requisition for the lelease and safe conduct of Mr Jenkins and the gentle¬ 
man of the Residency and the escoit, and although united withHolkar, 
may refiam from any positive acts of hostility against the tioops or posses¬ 
sions of the Bntibh Government or its allies 

15 In this case, accoidmg to the principles alieady stated, the Governor- 
Geneial m Council is lesolved to fulfil all the obligations of the treaty of 
peace with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and accordingly, when youi Excellency 
shall have leceived intelligence of the safe ainval of Mr Jenkins and the 
gentlemen and escoi t of the Residency in safety at a Butish station, your 
Excellency will be pleased to signify this lesolution to Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah Youi Excellency will at the same time intimate to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah that youi Excellency is disposed to receive at the head quarters 
of the Butish army, any person duly authoiized and empowered to nego¬ 
tiate on the part of his Highness, and to ddjust with the peisou so autho¬ 
rised and empowered, all queotions depending between the British Govern¬ 
ment and Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the basis of the treaty of peace Your 
Excellency will further signify to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, that if his High- 
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ness should prefer the measure of a convention of deputies, your Excel¬ 
lency will despatch a person of rank to Rainporali, or to any othei conve¬ 
nient station which his Highness may indicate, for the purpose of meeting 1 
an agent on the part of his Highness, and of adjusting with that agent all 
depending questions on the basis of thetieaty of peace, or finally, that 
under proper assurances fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah of his disposition to 
receive a British Resident at his Court in a manner suitable to the dignity 
of hiB station, youi Excellency will despatch to his Highness’s camp an 
officer of iank, who in that event will be vested with the powei and autho¬ 
rity of that station by ciedentials fiom the Butiah Government, and will 
assume the functions ot British Resident, and reside m that capacity at his 
Highness's Couit 

16 The Governoi-General’s mstiuctions to Mi Jenkins of the 2nd of 
Apul, combined with the Goveinoi-General’s lettei to Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah of the 4th of that month, appear to the Governor-General in Council 
to preclude the necessity of any additional instructions relative to the ad¬ 
justment of any questions depending between the Bntish Government and 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

17 Your Excellency will be pleased to consider it to be the fundamental 
principle of any negotiation for the adjustment of depending questions on 
the basis of the treaty of peace, neither to demand from Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah noi to concede to that chieftain any point whatevei beyond the limits 
of the piovisions of that tieaty 

18 If Dowlut Rao Scindiah should express a desne to lenew the provi¬ 
sions ot the defensive alliance, your Excellency will refer for instructions 
upon that subject to the authority of the Governoi-General m Council, at 
the same time your Excellency will be pleased to signify to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah that the British Go vein ment is disposed to renew the defensive 
engagements which his conduct had necessanly suspended, and even to 
assign to him the poition of the territories conquered fiom Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, which the British Government originally engaged to assign to him, 
provided the conduct of his Highness shall be consistent with the obliga¬ 
tion of the defensive alliance 

19 Your Excellency will of cour&e understand it to be the wish of the 
Governor-General in Council that Lieut-Colonel Malcolm should be the 
officer despatched either to meet the agent of Dowlut Rao Scindiah or to 
proceed to that chieftam’b court in the capacity of Resident 

20 Secondly Dowlut Rao Scmdiah may refuse to comply with your 
Excellency’s demand for the release of Mr Jenkins, abstaining however 
fiom the commission of any violence or the imposition of any restraint 
upon him, and merely detaining him in the manner in which he has hi- 
therlo been detained, or in the expectation of inducing the Bntish Go¬ 
vernment to acquiesce in Mr Jenkins’s continuance, oi to suspend coer¬ 
cive measures, Scmdiah may manifest towaids the Bntish Residency an 
unusual degree of respect and attention, and may enable the Residency to 
maintain a due degiee of lespectability and credit within the limits of his 
camp 

21, The Governor-General m Council concurs entuely in opinion with 
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your Excellency that Mi Jenkins must not be suffeied to continue in the 
camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah under any circumstances whatever TheBntish 
Government, therefore, must not be induced by any proceeding on the part 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah towards the British Residency to withdraw the de¬ 
mand for the release of Mr Jenkms, with the gentlemen and escoit of the 
Residency In the case supposed, howevei, the Governor-Geneial in 
Council will deem it sufficient m the first instance to adopt a rneasuie of 
retaliation by publicly prohibiting Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s vakeels at Cal¬ 
cutta fiom quitting that city, and by communicating tkib prohibition of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah and by promulgating it in the most public manner 
at evei y Court m India If this measui e should not induce Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah to release thcBntish Residency, the Governor-Geneial m Council 
will deem it necessaiy to declare the suspension of the payment of the 
stipends and of the levenues of Dholepore and Baree and Rajah-Kerrah, 
payable under the tieaty of peace If this measuie also aftei a sufficient 
latitude of tnal should prove ineffectual, it will be expedient in the judg¬ 
ment of the Governoi-Geneial in Council, to proceed to the coercive 
measuies, of resuming all thejaggeers gianted by the tieaty of peace, of 
seizing Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s possessions in Ahmednagur, and of attack¬ 
ing Asseerguih and Burhanporeand Scmdiah’s seveial torts ncai the fion- 
tier of Guzerat, declaiwg at the same time to Scindiah that these posses¬ 
sions shall be restored when Mi Jenkins with the gentlemen and escort of 
the Residency shall have been teloased and shall have arrived m safety at 
a British station 

22 In conformity to these resolutions, when your Excellency shall re¬ 
ceive information of the detention of Mr Jenkins in the camp of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah beyond the period of time limited by your Excellency’s letter 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah of the 4th mstant, your Excellency will be pleased 
to communicate by letter to Dowlut Rao Scindiah the measui e of retalia¬ 
tion which the Butish Government has determined to adopt with respect 
to his vakeels at Calcutta, intimating at the same time the intended formal 
promulgation of that measure at every Court in India It will be pioper 
also to signify to Dowlut Rao Scindiah the resolution of the British 
Government to proceed to the suspension of the stipends and teintonal 
revenue payableunder the treaty of peace if he should continue to detain the 
British Residency beyond a specified penod of time If at the expiration 
of that pi escribed term the Bntish Residency shall still be detained, your 
Excellency will be pleased by a letter to Dowlut Rao Scindiah to declaie 
the stipends and the revenues of Dholepore, Barren and Rajah-Keirah to 
be suspended If this measui e also should piove ineffectual, your Excel¬ 
lency will be pleaded to repoit that result to the Govemoi-General m 
Council, and to abstain from the adoption of any additional measure until 
your Excellency shall have received instructions upon that subject from 
the Governoi-General m Council 

23 Thirdly Dowlut Rao Scindiah may not only refuse to comply with 
youi Excellency’s demand foi the release of the Bntish Residency, but 
may detain Mr Jenkins in actual confinement or proceed to other acts of 
violence against his person 
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24 In this case the Governor-Geneial m Council will probably deem it 
indispensably necessaiy to lesume the Jaggeers, to abrogate the pensions, 
and to seize Dholepore, Barree and Rajah-Kerra, together with the lands 
belonging to Dowlut Rao Sundiah in the province of Ahmudnugger, and 
to authorize the most prompt and vigorous measures of hostility against 
the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah , the Governor-General in Council 
deems it proper howevei that infoimation should pieviously be communi¬ 
cated to Government of the nature and extent of the violence offered to the 
person of Mi Jenkins, and that these measuies should not be adopted 
without the express direction of the Governoi-General m Council 

25 Your Excellency will obseive fiom the tenor of these mstiuctions 
that notwithstanding the indisputable justice of considenng Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s actual connection with Jeswunt Rao Holkdi to be a legi¬ 
timate giound of wai with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, it is not the intention of 
the Governoi-General in Council to rendei that connection a cause of war 
with Scindiah, or even a cause for suspending any of thepiovisions of the 
treaty of peace, and the Governor-Genei al in Council now proceeds to 
state to your Excellency some observations calculated to elucidate the 
grounds of this determination 

26 An adherence to all the obligations of the treaty of peace, appears 
to the Governor-Geneial in Council to be necessarily connected with a de¬ 
termination to lefrain fiom the prosecution of war against Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah The abrogation of any of the pi ovisions of that treaty without the 
mutual consent of the contiacting parties, constitutes a virtual dissolution 
of that engagement, and both parties consequently reveit to the condition 
in which they relatively stood before the conclusion of the treaty of peace 
In that event theiefoie the Bucish Goveinment would be placed m a state 
of wai with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, although we should lefrain from the ac¬ 
tual piosecution of military operations against that chieftain Your Excel¬ 
lency will observe a distinction between the suspension of some of the 
provisions of the treaty of peace, and the absolute abrogation of them 
The formei measure has been picscribed in these mstiuctions in the event 
Mr. Jenkins’s detention, as a measure pielimmary to to the actual prose¬ 
cution of hostilities, the ahiogation of them is stated to be a measure ex¬ 
clusively connected with the operations of war 

27 The Governoi-Geneial in Council deems at indispensably necessary 
to effect the lelease of the Butish Residency, and ultimately to pioceed to 
the extremity of war foi the purpose of accomplishing that object Our 
solicitude to avoid that extremity, however, has suggested the expediency 
of the mteimediate measuies which have been piescribed with a view to 
effect the lelease of the British Residency 

28 The Goveiuoi-General m Council has stated m the 26th paragraph 
the gzounds on which the abrogation of the provisions of the treaty of 
peace aie considered to place the British Government in a state of war with 
Dowlut Rao Somdiah The measuie of declaring the provisions of the 
•treaty of peace suspended until Dowlut Rao Scindiah should abandon his 
■connection with Holkar, would manifestly involve the necessity of warm 
the event of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s inability oi disinclination to comply 
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with that demand Your Excellency will probably concur in opinion with 
the Governoi-Geneial in Council, that the measure of suspending those 
provisions would not be attended with success In the actual condition of 
Sundiah’s affairs, he is piobably unable to effect his emancipation fiorn 
the control of Ghautha and of his associate Jeswunt Rno Holkar Both 
Holkar and Gliautka are unquestionably deanous of involving Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah in a war with the Bntish Government, and then influence in the 
counsels and their ascendancy in the government ot Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
would enable them to prevent his compliance with our demand The effect 
theiefore of the proposed measuie of suspending the provisions of the 
treaty of peace in the manner desenbed, would be to piecipitatc a war 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and consequently to cement the confedeiacv 
which it is our object to dissolve 

29 It is obvious that the same influence and ascendancy may preclude 
the release of the Bntish Residency, but the Goveinor-Gcneial in Coun¬ 
cil deems the honour and leputation of the Bntish charaetei in India, 
and consequently the security of the Bntish empire to be involved in sup¬ 
porting our demand for the release of the Residency at the hazaid of wai, 
without refeience to the causes which may pieclude Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah’s compliance with that demand The Govei nor-General m Council 
does not consider the junction of Holkar and Scindiah unconnected with 
their joint prosecution of measures of actual war against the British 
Government oi its allies to involve similar consideiations of honour and 
security, the Governor-General in Council therefore has not judged it 
expedient, by demanding the separation of Dowlut Rao Scindiah from 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar, to peimit the question of war or peace with Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah to depend upon his ability as well as his inclination to 
overcome the ascendancy and influence of the chieftains who at present 
control his Councils, and who are interested in preventing his compliance 
with the demands of the Bntish Government 

30 For these reasons the Governor-General m Council is decidedly of 
opinion that when the Bntish Residency shall have been leleased, no 
alternative is left to the British Government but either to adhere to the 
obligations of the tieaty of peace, or to be prepared for the immediate 
prosecution of hostilities against Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

31 While the British Government shall continue to adheie to the obli¬ 
gations of the treaty of peace, Dowlut Rao Scindiah has an obvious in¬ 
terest in refraining from such a participation in the hostile proceedings of 
Holkar as must necessarily place him m a state of war with the British 
power, and although Dowlut Rao Scindiah may not immediately possess 
the means of emancipating himself from the connection with Holkar, 
he probably has the power of abstaining fiom a participation m the 
war 

32 No principles of permanency exist in the present extraor din ary 
combination of the interest of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, which has been effected through the agency and ascendancy of 
Seijee Rao Ghautka It is not probable that the adherents of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah will long submit to be the insti uments of the wild and pro- 
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fixate designs of Jcbwuut Rao Holkar and Serjee Rao Ghautka, or pa¬ 
tiently endure the difficulties and distresses to winch they are at present 
exposed It may be expected that Dowlut Rao Sundiah himself may 
soon become sensible ol the disgrace and degradation of his actual con¬ 
dition , and if he should letain any latitude of action, may be induced by 
a just sentiment of pnde and indignation to make an effectual eftoit for 
his own emancipation from the conti ol of those chieftains who have abused 
his confidence and usuiped his power The pacific couise of policy which 
the Goveinor-Geneial m Council has now resolved to adopt is calculated 
to accelerate the dissolution of the connection between Dowlut Rao Sun- 
diah and JeBwunt Rao Holkai 

33 If Scmdiah should commit hostilities against the tioops or posses¬ 
sions of the Bntisli Goveinment either singly oi m concert with Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai, the Butish Goveinment will of course be compelled to adopt 
the most vigorous measuies of wai against Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, but in 
the judgment of the Governoi-General m Council, that necessity is not 
involved in the continuance of Scmdiah’s piesent connection with Holkai, 
unaccompanied by acts of positive hostility against the Butish Govern¬ 
ment oi its allies In any event, however, no military opeiations should 
be undeitaken against the foices oi possessions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
without the pi evious sanction of the Governoi-Geneial in Council, but 
any actual attack upon the Butish forces oi possessions oi those of oui 
allies, must of coui&e be repelled with the utmost piomptitude and 
vigour 

34 These ai e the considei ations which have influenced the deliberate 
resolution of the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council to adhere to the obliga¬ 
tions of the tieaty of peace with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, notwithstanding 
the continuance of that chieftain's connection with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
piovided Dowlut Rao Scmdiah shall ultimately surrendei the peison of 
Mi Jenkins, with the gentlemen and escoit attached to the Residency, 
and shall refrain from the piosecution of measures of wai against the 
British Government and its allies 

35 The Governor-General in Council now deems it proper to state to 
your Excellency his sentiments with legald to the practicability of effect¬ 
ing a satisfactory pacification with Jeswunt Rao Holkar 

36 The Governor-Geneial has already stated to your Excellency the 
geneial punciple of a settlement with Holkar which the Governoi-Ge- 
neral in Council would consider to be a sufficient security against the 
turbulence and ambition of that chieftain Advening liowevei to the rest¬ 
less disposition and predatory habits of Holkar, it is not probable that 
he will be induced to consent to any system of arrangement which shall 
depnve him of the means of ranging the teintones of Hmdostan at the 
head of a body of plunderers, excepting only m the last extremity of 
ruined fortune Whatever might be the expediency under other circum¬ 
stances than those which at present exist of offeiing to Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar terms of accommodation without previous submission and soli¬ 
citation on his part, m the present situation of affairs' the offer of terms 
ruch as Jeswunt Rao Holkar might be expected to accept wonld be mam- 
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festly injurious to the reputation and ultimately hazardous to the secunty 
of the British Government It is doubtful, however, whethei the haugh¬ 
tiness, feiocity and turbulence of Holkai’s disposition could undei any 
cucumstances whatever be leconciled to a condition of dependence and 
control It is manifestly inconsistent with a due legald to the reputa¬ 
tion of the British Government, and with the pi maples of public faith 
and honour, to offei concessions to Holkai, and lus lejection or accept¬ 
ance of concessions offeied undei the cucumstances of the present mo¬ 
ment, would equally tend to shake the foundations of our power The Go- 
veinoi-General in Council, theiefoie, does not enteitain any immediate 
expectation of effecting a settlement with Jeswunt Rao Holkai If, 
howevei, at any futuie penod of time, Jeswunt Rao Holkai should mani¬ 
fest a disposition to accede to teims of peace with the Bntisli Govern¬ 
ment, the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council will deem it expedient to take 
into consideration whatever pi opositions maybe made foi that piupose 
on the jpait of Holkar, and while the conduct of Dowlut Rao Scindiak 
shall be such as to enable us to maintain with him the lelations of amity 
and peace on the baBis of the treaty of Seijee Anjengaum, the Goveinoi- 
General m Council will considei it to be consistent with those lelations 
to admit of Dowlut Rao Scindiah's agency in the settlement of the teims 
of pacification with Jeswunt Rao Holkai If theiefoie under the cucum¬ 
stances descubed, Dowlut Rao Scindiah should convey to youi Excellency 
any pi opositions for a settlement with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, youi Excel¬ 
lency will be pleased to receive such pi opositions, and to communicate them 
to the Governor-General in Council for the consideiation of Government 
Until such propositions shall haye been communicated to the Goveinoi- 
General in Council, it is impracticable to determine the specified terms 
of accommodation with Holkar, to which the Govemoi-Geneial m Coun¬ 
cil might deem it expedient to accede The general pi mciple of such a 
settlement should be to combine with a suitable piovision for Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar, an anangement which should depuve him of the means of 
invading the rights and distuibing the possessions of the Butish Govern¬ 
ment and its allies , any accommodation with Jeswunt Rao Holkar should 
also comprize a suitable provision for Cashee Rao Holkar , and eventu¬ 
ally the assignment of a proportion of the teintoiy of the Holkar family 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, according to the ouginal intention of the B 11 - 
tish Government m that chieftain's favoui 

37 Your Excellency will infer from the general tenor of these instruc¬ 
tions, that it is not the intention of the Governoi-Geneial in Council to au¬ 
thorize the further prosecution of military operations against Holkar be¬ 
yond the extent necessary for the defence of our possessions and those of 
our allies, against any attempt on the part of Holkar again to distuib them 
The arrangements prescribed by the instructions of the Govemor-Geneial 
m Council of the 17th of May, supersede the necessity of any further 
suggestions upon that subject at present 

38 Your Excellency will have observed that Mr Jenkins has deemed 
it proper to withhold the Governor-Geneial’s letters to Dowlut Rao Scin¬ 
diah of the 4th of Apul, containing a detailed leplyto that chieftain's 
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letter of the 18th of Octobei, 1804, and of the 23d of Apiil, 1805, com¬ 
municating to Scindiah the Goveinoi General's acceptance of his letter 
of apology foi the outrages committed by his seivants against the peison 
of the British Repiesentative at his Highness’s Court, combined with his 
veibal declaiation and those of his ministei, as a satisfactory atonement 
foi those outiages Mi Jenkins has been induced to withhold those 
letters by the consideration that they weie respectively prepared under 
the supposition of a state of cucumstances which did not e\ist at the 
time when Mi Jenkins leceived those letters The same considerations 
appeal to have induced Mi Jenkins to withhold youi Excellency’s lettei 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah of the 12th of May The Governoi-Geneial m 
Council cannot appiove the conduct of Mr Jenkins in suspending the 
delivciy of those lettei s 

39 The Go vcrnoi-General in Council is especially desirous that Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah should leceive the Governoi-Geneial’s leply to his High¬ 
ness’s lettei of the 18th of Octobei, and the Goveinor-Geneial in Council 
also deems it of importance that Dowlut Rao Scindiah should be apprized 
of the Goveinoi-Geneial’s acceptance of the atonement which he offered 
The Goveinor-Geneial has theiefore duected duplicates of those letters 
to be tiansmitted to your Excellency, and the Governor-General in 
Council requests that your Excellency will be pleased to forwaid them to 
the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah with a lettei from your Excellency, 
containing an explanation of the causes which prevented t the deliveiy of 
the onginols of those lettei s 

40 If Mi Jenkins should still be in the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council is not awaie of any objection to his 
agency in the deliveiy of the lelteis, notwithstanding the suspension of 
his functions as the representative of the Bntish Government at Dowlut 
Rao Scindiali’s Couit, since the deliveiy of the letteis may be considered 
as an official act exclusively refeiable to a period of time antecedent to 
the suspension of his fuuctions In the event supposed, therefore, your 
Excellency will be pleased to issue the necessaiy instructions to Mr 
Jenkins for the deliveiy of the Governoi-General’s letters to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah 

We have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

Youi Loidship’s most obedient 
Humble Servants, 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow 
G Udny 
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[These letters are inserted as exhibiting General Lake’s view of the 
Mahratta campaign J— Ed 


Lieut -General Lake to his Royal Highness the Duke of York, Com- 
mander-in-Chief 

Head Quarters of the British Army, Camp Agra, 
Sir, October 20, 1803 

In my despatch under date the 16th of August, I acquainted Colonel 
Clinton for the mfoimation of youi Royal Highness, that I marched from 
Cawnpore on the 7th of that month, towards the north-west fiontier of 
the honourable Company’s dominions 

I have now the honour to infoim youi Royal Highness, that soon after that 
penod a luptuie actually took place between the Butish Government and 
its allies on the one side, and DowlutRao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar 
on the othei. 

From the date of my last despatch, I moved on without meeting with 
any interruption till the morning of the 29th of August, when after enter¬ 
ing the Mahiatta tenitones, I encountered a laige force of cavaliy, com¬ 
manded by M Perron, a French officer 
This man had been enti usted with the government of a large extent of 
country in the immediate vicinity of the British teintory and, with many 
of his countrymen, who have at different times entered the service of 
Dowlut Rao Scindia, had for many yeais past been employed in or¬ 
ganizing a strong army of both infantry and cavalry 
They had succeeded to a veiy alarming degiee in the accomplishment 
of this object, and had now at their disposal, a force which was at once 
large, well aimed, and effective, and foi the support of which, ample 
means were afforded by the levenues arising from the country under their 
control 

It became therefoie to the government of this countiy an object of the 
utmost importance to destroy a power whose views weie avowedly hos¬ 
tile to Butish interests, whose situation was contiguous and menacing, 
and whose strength and solidity, already formidable, were every day in¬ 
creasing 

I found M Peiron with his army, posted in a very strong position in 
the neighbourhood of Coel, a town of considerable consequence within 
the Mahratta fionliei, and fiom this I completely drove him after some 
lesistance, and dispersed the strong force he had collected 
I beg leave for paititulars on this subject, to refer your Royal Highness 
to my despatch to his Excellency the most noble the Governor-General, 
a copy of which. No 1,* I have the honour to enclose 
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After this affair, I encamped with my aimy befoic the foit of Ally Ghui, 
which fiom the breadth and depth of the water in its ditch is a place of 
great stiength, and to be assailed with the utmost difficulty 
Aftei matuie deliberation on the diffeient wavs m which it might be 
attacked, and the ceitainty Lhat whatevei mode was adopted, oui loss must 
necessaiily be considci able, I determined to gam possession of it, if pos¬ 
sible, by a coup de mam on the morning of the 4th of September 
The paity destined foi this sPivice, consisted of a pait of his Majesty’s 
76th regiment, and about fifteen companies of sepoys, the whole com¬ 
manded by the honouiable Lieut -Colonel Monson 
This party met with a most vigorous resistance , but owing to the un¬ 
exampled biaveiy of both ofkccis and men, they succeeded m forcing the 
gates, and gamed complete possession of every pait ot the toit Colonel 
Monson, whose services weie mostmeiitonous, was veiy severely wounded, 
and many valuable officers and men weie killed and wounded 
I beg leave to lecommend Colonel Monson paiticulaily to his Majesty s 
favoui, and to assuie your Royal Highness, that I cannot find words to 
expiess the high sense I enteitam of the eonduct of that officer 
Captain Macleod, Brevet-Major, who succeeded to the command of the 
coips aftei Colonel Monson was wounded, is equallv entitled to my 
waimest praise, and I should be wanting m justice did I not mfoim your 
Royal Highness, that every ofhcei and man employed behaved m a style 
of the most heioic gallantry and determined perseverance 
It is necessai y to add, foi the mfoi mation of youi Royal Highness, 
and to enable you to judgp of the difficulties that were to be suimounted, 
that fiom the gieat bieadth of the ditch and its depth of watei, the attack 
was only piacticable on the gates, tlnee ot which it was necessaiy to Imist 
open before the foil could be enteied These gates were uncommonly 
strong, and the road to them was completely covered by battenes and 
other stiong works within the foit, from which the enemy did much exe¬ 
cution 

I have the honom to enclose a copy of my despatch on tins occasion 
to his Excellency the Goveinoi-General, togethei with a icturn of our 
loss, No 2 * 

After halting two days in mv ongmal position at the town of Coel, 

I moved with my aimy towaida Delhi, with the exception of a gaiuson 
left in the fort of Ally Gliur, and a bugade of cavahy, which I found it 
necessaiy to send towards oui own temtones, to lepel an muption which 
had been made by a part of the enemy’s cavahy 
This bugade consisted of his Majesty's 29th regiment oflight diagoons 
and two legiments of native cavaliy 

My advance from Coel was not mteirupted until the 11th of that month, 
when I encountered a veiy laige foice both of cavalry and infantry, with 
a numerous aitilleiy, under the command of M Bouiquain, one of the 
French office! s alieady alluded to 

My army had made a \ciy long maicli m the morning, and weie baldly 
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ailived on their ground, when I learnt that the enemy were piepanng to 
attack ub "» 

I immediately moved out the whole line of cavalry and infantry, and 
advanced on the enemy's line, who opposed to m> a veiy severe fire fiom 
then numeious artillery, which did much execution 
I am happy to say, that we succeeded in completely defeating the 
enemy, killing great numbers of them, and gaming possession of the 
whole of then ai tillery 

I have the honour to enclose copies of my letters to the Governoi- 
General on this occasion. Nos 3, 4, and 5,* and I cannot omit expressing 
to youi Royal Highness how infinitely I feel indebted to the ofhceis and 
men employed on this glonous day 

His Majesty’s 76th regiment, wlych has on all occasions been conspi¬ 
cuous for its good conduct, afforded in the piesent instance an example 
of distinguished gallantry to the rest of the aimy, which led to complete 
success 

The honouiable Majoi-General St John, who commanded my left 
wing, displayed eminent corn age and ability, and by his steady and col¬ 
lected conduct defeated the designs, and threw into confusion the light 
wing of the enemy to which he was opposed I humbly hope your Royal 
Highness will be giaciously pleased to make known to Ins Majesty his 
mentonous conduct on this occasion 
I am no less indebted to the skill, ability, and couiage of Colonel St 
Leger, who commanded the cavaliy, to whose piompt and vigoious charge 
of the enemy, the final dispersion of their force is to be ascribed 
Aflei this affan, I encamped my army on the banks of the river Jumna, 
opposite to the city of Delhi, and early next morning a message aruved 
fiom his Majesty Shah Aulum, with mfoimation, that the town ahd two 
foits which defend it had been evacuated by the paity of the enemy left 
foi their defence, on hearing that their aimy on the othei side of the river 
had been totally defeated 

Shah Aulum, the unfoitunate repi esentative of the house of Tunui, 
whose whole life has been a miseiable series of calamity and misfortune, 
has foi a number of yeais past been totally undei the powei and control 
of the Fiench faction which has governed this country 
The oppiessive and degiading maunei in which they had exeited their 
authority, then insulting conduct to the loyal family, the state of 
ngoious confinement in which it had been detained, and the extreme in¬ 
digence to which it was i educed by Fiench lapacity, were all encum- 
btances which lendeied this monaich eager to receive the Bntish protec¬ 
tion, aud made him view its appioach with joy and exultation 

Every effort which the libeity he had obtained by the defeat of his 
opprebsoib gave him the power of exeitmg, wab employed in affording my 
Aimy the means of crossing the liver, and in testifying the extreme satis¬ 
faction felt by himself and eveiy one of his dependents at the distin¬ 
guished success of the British arms 
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Id testimony of the sentiments he enteilamed on this occasion, he con- 
fened on me a title, the second in the empue in lank and importance, 
and would have confeued the fiist, had it not been previously bestowed on 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

On my part, I paid eveiy deference, respect, and honoui, consistent 
with my situation, to the royal digmtv, and encouraged every hope of 
future comfoit and independence from the generous conduct and acknow¬ 
ledged liberality of the British Government 

Soon after the fall of the foi t of Ally Ghur, M Perron, who opposed 
me on the 29th of August, and who was at the head of the French faction, 
and commanded the whole military force of Dowlut Rao Scindiah in 
Hmdostan, threw himself on my protection, and entreated permission to 
lesign the service of his Prince, and to pass through the Company’s teiri- 
tones on his way to Europe 

For reasons specified in my letter to the Goveinoi-Geneial, a copy of 
which. No 6,* I have the honour to transmit foi the information of youi 
Royal Highness, I complied with M Perron’s wishes, and he is now at 
Lucknow, on lus way to Calcutta 

Soon after my arrival at Delhi, M Louis Bourquain, who commanded 
the aimy opposed to me on the 11th of Septembei, and a number of 
French officers of inferior lank also threw themselves on my protection 
This measure they weie compelled to adopt for their peisonal safety, the 
whole country nntated by their extoitions and oppiessions, being de- 
snous, now that they found ^hem divested of powei, to avenge by then 
destruction the sufferings they had occasioned 

These I have sent undci guards within the Bntish piovinces, and I have 
now reason to think that as the French influence dnd authonty in India 
aie thus completely dissolved, the ambition and hostile designs of France 
will find no room hereafter to endangei the Bntish possessions 

Having completed every anangement respecting the royal person, that 
I judged necessary in the picsent situation of affaus, and left such d force 
as I deemed sufficient for the defence and protection of Delhi and its 
neighbourhood, I marched towards Agra on the 24th of September 

The weather, which at this season of the year has been beyond example 
favourable to military operations, permitted us to march with little mtei- 
luption, and I arlived at Muttia, a town of consideiable impoitance on the 
Jumna, on the 2d of October 

At this place Colonel Vandeleui, with his Majesty’s 8th regiment of 
hght diagoons, and the brigade which I had sent from Ally Ghtu to repel 
an incursion which the enemy had made into the Bntish provinces in my 
rear joined me 

Colonel Vandeleui, who was pioceedmg up the country to join my 
army, effected a junction with this Brigade, and by his judicious move¬ 
ments compelled the enemy to make a precipitate retreat from the British 
terntones 
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Fiom Muttia I pioceeded towaids Agra, wheie I aniyed on the 4tli 
instant 

The town of Agra, situated on the banks of the Jumna, is laige and 
populous, and defended by a strong wall, on its south-west side it has a 
foit, legulaily constiucted, with a deep ditch and high walls, deemed 
amongst the natives of this countiy of extiaoidinaiy stiength 

Immediately after my airival, I took up such a position as circum¬ 
stances seemed to require 

On the 10th of the month, I drove the enemy with great loss, both of 
their men and artillery fiom the town, and from some deep 1 a vines on the 
south-west side of the fort wheie they were strongly posted, and which it 
was neceosary for me to occupy, in oidei to cariy on my approaches 

The paiticulais of this affair are detailed in my lettei to the Governoi- 
Geneial, of which I have the lionoui to foiwaid a copy, No 7,* foi your 
royal Highness’s information 

From this penod, my engineei and aitilhuy officers were employed in 
the constiuction of battenes foi the purpose of effecting a bleach in the 
wall 

I had the satisfaction to see these completed, at the distance of 350 
yaids on the morning of the 17th, and m the couise of that day they did 
so much execution that the garrison weie compelled to send to me pro¬ 
posals of capitulation 

The natuie of these was such as to meet my entire concunence, and the 
whole gamson amounting to upwaids of 6000 men were on the 19th al¬ 
lowed to march out I immediately occupied the fort with my tioops, 
and I had great leason to lejoice that possession of it had been obtained 
on such terms, as I aftei wards perceived, that the obstacles to have been 
sui mounted must have occasioned us veiy heavy loss if the enemy had 
persisted in opposition 

A copy of my despatch to his Excellency the Governor-General, No 8,f 
will infoim youi Royal Highness of all paiticulais 

This finishes a plan of operations which I had laid down for the purpose 
of effecting diffeient objects contained in mstiuctions, which I leceived 
from his Excellency the Governoi-General in Council 

These mstiuctions pointed out the expediency of deploying the French 
power and authority in Hmdostan, of seizing their aisenals, military 
stoies, and strong places, of taking possession, on account of the Butish 
Goveinment, of that extent of countiy which is situated between the 
Ganges and Jumna, called the Doab , of seeming a line of posts on the 
noith-westein banks of the Jumna to piotect the navigation of that nver, 
of taking under the piotection of the Butish Goveinment his Majesty 
Shah Aulum, and of foiming such connections with the independent 
Rajahs and petty PrrnceB to the norlh-westwaid of Hmdostan as would 
secure their friendship, and form a barrier against the power of the Mah- 
latta states 

The fall of the fort of Ally Ghur was attended with the acquisition of 


* See Vol III p 393 


f See Yol HI p 407. 
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moat of the mihtaiy stores belonging to the French party This was the 
place of lesidence of their principal officer M Peiron, and it was the 
giand dep6t of their militaiy stoies 

This event also, with the decisive consequences of the action of the 11th 
of September, at the same time that they destroyed the French influence 
and authontv, put into our possession the whole of the tiact of country 
above alluded to 

The Fiench officers stnpt of their authonty, and finding themselves 
the objects of just indignation to the country they had governed, weie 
compelled to solicit my protection I disposed of them in the maunner I 
have alleady pointed out, and I have now reason to believe, that there 
does not lemain m the seivice of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, oi of any otliei 
native Pnnce, an individual that has eithei powei or inclination to espouse 
the intei ests of Fiance 

The conquered conntry seems to lejoice in its change of masters, and 
will, I can have no doubt, submit with the utmost tianquilhty and satis¬ 
faction to the introduction of those forms and regulations by which the 
British possessions in India are governed 
This must be attnbuted in a gieat measuie to the mild tieatment and 
secunty, which they could not help being informed, the British Govern¬ 
ment affoids to all it6 subjects, but I cannot in justice to the army I have 
the honoui to command, conceal from your Royal Highness, that the 
good opinion and favourable disposition of the natives has been in a great 
measure obtained by the humane treatment and ordeily behavioui of ray 
troops 

It has hitherto been unknown in Hindostan, that a victorious aimy has 
moved without every where committing plundei and devastation During 
our progress, on thp contiary, the utmost attention has been paid to the 
piotection of the persons and propeity of the inhabitants, and this has led 
them to legard us more in the light of friends and deliveiers than enemies 
and oppressors 

The'possession of Delhi, Muttra, Agia, and other places, secures the 
navigation of the river Jumna, and gives us possession of a considerable 
tract of country on its north-western banks I therefore look upon this 
object of government as completely obtained 
The unfortunate Shah Aulum has been rescued from the power of his 
oppressors, by which means the purposes of humanity are accomplished, 
and so far as this object is to be regarded in a political point of view, his 
being under the protection of the British Government, will effectually 
prevent any other power from availing itself of the weight and influence 
which hi6 name must ever possess amongst the Mussulman inhabitants of 
Hindostan 

The native chieftains and independent Rajahs who possess territory to 
the noith-westward of Hindostan, aie for the most pait eager to embrace 
our friendship, and with several of the most powerful I have already en¬ 
tered into tieaties, conformable to my instiuctions, by which their alliance 
is secured 

Eyeiy object theiefoie contained in the instructions with which I was 
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fUrnished by his Excellency the Governor-Geneial in Council, appeals to 
be fully accomplished 

The prosecution of the war against Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah 
ofBerai, will requue that I should still fuitlier extend my operations, 
and I shall have the honour, in my next despatch, to inform your Royal 
Highness what measures I may find necessaiy to adopt for that puipose 
The success of my army hitherto, has in point of extent, surpassed 
even my most sanguine hopes, and no example is to be found m this 
country which equals it in point of lapidity 
This I most willingly ascribe in a great degiee to the high discipline, 
peiseveung courage, and eminent gallantry of the officers and men who 
compose my army, many instances of which have alieady been pointed out 
to the notice of your Royal Highness 
I find also a most important cause of my success m the umestiaincd 
powers with which I have been invested by his Excellency the Governoi- 
General, and m the vei y ample means with which I have been supplied foi 
the piosecution of the various objects of this campaign 
The effect of these has been so gieat, that whilst I feel towards the 
Maiquess Wellesley the highest sense of pnvate obhgation, I conceive it a 
public duty to express to your Royal Highness the beneficial consequences 
my public measures have derived fiom his zealous assistance, his unlimited 
suppoit, and his complete confidence in my various exeitions 
Permit me to add, that I derive the most sincere satisfaction from the 
success which has attended my endeavouis to carry into effect the com¬ 
prehensive plans of lus Excellency, and that I feel in the highest degiee 
gratified by the praise and approbation with which he has been pleased to 
honour my conduct, and signalize the services of the army 
A well grounded confidence may now be entertained that his Lordship’s 
views will soon be successfully accomplished, and that whilst his political 
wisdom, eneigy, and decision are fully evinced, an increase of powei, 
resources, and stability will be obtained to our Indian possessions, and 
ultimate advantages secured to Gieat Britain, the extent and impoitance 
of which cannot easily be calculated 
I cannot close this despatch without recommending to the notice of 
youi Royal Highness my two Aides-de-Camp, Majois Nicolson and Lake, 
to whose zeal and activity upon all occasions since they have been at¬ 
tached to me, I feel most paiticulaily obliged 
The former, with whose merits your Royal Highness is well acquainted, 
I have made the bearer of this despatch, that he may have the honour of 
communicating any particulars respecting the campaign, with which your 
Royal Highness may be desuous of being made acquainted 
I feel it incumbent upon me from my situation (although a parent) to 
assure youi Royal Highness that Majoi Lake has in eveiy action displayed 
so much eneigy, zeal, and ability, as to convince me that he is one of the 
first ofbceis of his standing I ever saw, and will, I am quite ceitain, 
become a veiy distinguished character in his piofession 
I have long foiboine mentioning this young man on account of his near 
connection with me, but I feel it a duty I owe to him, both as a father 
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and an officer, to mfoim youi Royal Highness of his meats, in the hope 
that he may leap the benefit of youi Royal Highness’s pationage and 
piQtection, and that you will be graciously pleased to lecommend him to 
the notice of hib Majesty 

1 have the honour to be, 

Sn, 

your Royal Highness’s most faithful 
and most humble seivant, 

G Lake 


Lieut -Genetal Laic to his Royal Highness the Duke of Yotl, Commandei- 

in-Chief 

I 

Head-Quaitcis of theBntish army. Camp, Laswanee, 
Sin, Novembei 6th, 1803 

I concluded the despatch which I had the honour to addicss to youi 
Royal Highness on the 20th ultimo, with the suriendci of the important 
fortiess of Agia to the Bntisli arms 
I deuve the most sinceic pleasuie from having it again in my powei at 
so early a period to rcpoit a continuation of the success, which has through¬ 
out the piesent campaign attended my efforts to promote the interests, 
and suppoit the honour of my country in this quaitci of the globe 
Whilst I remained encamped before Agia, the enemy m great force 
took up a position about thnty miles in my real, wheie they appealed to 
menace an attack, though they made no movements, which made it neces- 
saiy foi me in any degiee to mtenupt the opeiations ot the siege 
This army of the enemy was composed of the whole foice of mfantiy 
which lemamed to them in Hmdostan, and of a consideinble body of 
cavalry It had been sent by Dowlut Rao Scindiali for the puipose ot 
l ecovenng those possessions of which he had been deprived by the success 
of the British arms, and its strength had been augmented by the fugitives 
from the different engagements m which his armies have been defeated 
Aftei I had obtained possession of Agia, repaned the bleach which oui 
battcues had effected, and placed in it a garrison which I deemed suffici¬ 
ent for its defence, I found myself at liberty to act on the offensive against 
this aimy, and I had many reasons for thinking that no time should be 
lost in bunging it to an engagement 
I foimeily mentioned to your Royal Highness that the British Go¬ 
vernment in this country, m order to establish their power on a solid 
foundation, and to create a barrier against the hostile attempts, which 
must at every future period be expected fiom the lcstless nature, and 
ambitious views of the Mahratta pnnees, had judged it expedient to enter 
into tieaties of alliance with the independent Rajahs to the north-westward 
of Hmdostan 

In the negotiations which I was carrying on for this purpose, I per¬ 
ceived myself in some degree counteracted by the fears this army occa¬ 
sioned in the minds of those whose dispositions were friendly, and by the 
confidence it inspired m those who were adveiBe to the British intei ests. 
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I peiceivcd also, that without destroying this aimyrny opeiations duung 
the lemainmg pait of the campaign, would necessarily be confined to 
watching its motions It would have requued my whole force to have 
kept it in awe, and the possessions lecently acquned, became insecure 
the moment it was freed from my immediate piescnce 
All these consideiutions theiefoie when duly weighed, detei mined me 
to pioceed with the utmost expedition towaids the enemy, and to e\eit 
every effort to bung them to an engagement the lesult of which would 
be decisive 

With this intention I maiched with my whole army fiom Agra on the 
27th of Octobei, and dnected my couise in puisuit of the enemy, who had 
taken the load, and appealed pioceeding towaids Delhi 

On the 28th, a severe fall of rain made it ncccssaiy foi me to halt, and 
although on the day following the weather cleaied up and allowed me to 
pioceed, I found it impossible fiom the depth and badness of the load to 
convey my heavy aitillery and baggage with celerity sufficient to affoid 
me any hope of coming up with an enemy, who was amply piovided with 
every necessaiy that could enable him to maich with expedition 
On the 30th of Octobci theiefoie, I left my heavy guns and a gieat 
poition of my baggage at Futtypore a town about thnty miles distant 
fiom Agia, and having placed over them afoice which I deemed sufficient 
toi their piotection, I proceeded by foiced maiches aftei the aimy of the 
enemy 

Although the climate of this country is extremely unfavourable to lapid 
movements, particulaily by European troops, on the mornings of the 30th 
and 31st I marched a distance of upwards of forty miles 
Receiving certain intelligence that the enemy weie encamped about 
twenty-five miles in my fiont, and intended next day by a very long 
maich to fiustrate my intention of bunging them to action, I pioceeded 
fonvaid with the whole ot my cavalry at twelve o’clock on the night of 
the 3lBt, and left ordeis for my mfantiy to follow at three next morning 
with the utmost expedition 

My design was to sui prize the enemy befoie they quitted their giound 
next morning and disappoint then hopes of escaping me 
I had the satisfaction to come up with the enemy as 1 expected, just as 
they were moving fiom their giound at day-light, having thus in the 
short space of foity-eight hours accomplished a march of upwards of 
sixty-five miles I determined instantly to attack them, and if possible 
to avail myselt of the confusion into which they weie likely to be thrown, 
to take possession of their artillery and.baggage 
Some unfoieseen impediments which I met with, and some intimation 
which the enemy received of my appioach, enabled them to take up an 
advantageous position, and to foi m in ordei of battle, which prevented 
me from cairying my intentions into effect so completely as would other¬ 
wise have been m my powei 

The charge of the cavalry howevei, which was peiformed with the 
utmost stcadmcss and gallantly, besides destroying gieat numbeis of the 
enemy, had the effect of diivmg them fiom seveial of then batteues, and 
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reduced them to the necessity of remaining on the held of action until the 
lnfautiy came up 

I took up a position with the cavalry about twelve bundled yaids m 
fiont of the enemy, which obliged them to remain on the defensive 

The infantiy arrived a little before twelve o’clock, when I adopted such 
measuies as I deemed proper foi a geneial attack, and had the satisfaction 
ot seeing these earned into effect with such lesolution, gallantly and deci¬ 
sion, that in spite of the most stubborn opposition on the pait of the 
enemy, the consequences soon wcie a most bnlliant and decisive victoiy 

The paiticulais of this affair aic. so fully detailed m my despatch on this 
occasion to Ins Excellency the Goveinoi-Geneial, that I have deemed it 
piopci to tinnsimt a copy of it toi the mfoimation of yom Royal High¬ 
ness 

A icturn of the oidnance taken on the field of battle consisting of 
seventv-oiie pieces of cannon is also tiansmitted, which at the same time 
that it evinces the great powei of the enemy, will give youi Royal High¬ 
ness some idea of the complete defeat which they have sustained I also 
got possession ot all then stores, camp equipage, colours, camels, ele¬ 
phants, musquetiy, &c 

I most smceicly lament that the numbei of gallant officeis and men 
who have fallen, is so great but when I considei the supcnonty of force 
with which I had to contend, the very numeious artilleiy to which I was 
opposed, and the disadvantage of situation in which it was necessary to 
attack the enemy, I could not leasonably have expected to have accom¬ 
plished with a Binallei loss the object I had in view 

I mention with sinceie sonow the loss of Lieutenant Duval, my Aide- 
de-Camp, he fell in affording me the most zealous assistance, and in him 
the seivice has lost a young officer of the most promising activity and 
ability 

I feel it a duty incumbent upon me to bear testimony to the good 
conduct, steady valoui, and undaunted gallantry of the whole of the 
officers and soldieis composing the aimy, which undei my command has 
atchieved such bnlliant success 

Notwithstanding the extreme fatigue of matching sixty-five miles in the 
short space of forty-eight hours, the aimy moved on to the attack with 
unexampled alacnty, and by exertions of the utmost fumness and mtre- 
pedity, succeeded in obtaining a most impoitant and glonous victoiy 

His Majesty’s 27th legiment of light dragoons undei the command of 
Lieut -Colonel Need, suppoited in a high degree the leputation it has so 
justly obtained foi high discipline and eminent couiagc, and eveiy officei 
and man of which it ib composed has merited my warmest piaises and 
appiobation 

I feel paiticulai pleasure in having it also in my powei, to point out to 
your Royal Highness the gallant seivices peiformed by his Majesty’s 29th 
legiment of light diagoons In its repeated charges of the enemy which 
it peiformed undei the command of Captain Wade with the utmost rapidity 
and success, it preseived an older, regularity and steadiness which could 
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not be surpassed, and which have given it the strongest claims to my 
highest appiobation and acknowledgments ^ 

I have alicady so often had occasion to particularize to youi Royal 
Highness the gallant and meiitonous services of his Majesty’s 76th legi- 
ment of mfantiy, that the highest praise now left me to bestow is to 
ltnform youi Royal Highness, that it behaved with its accustomed good 
conduct It is the only regiment of European mfantiy in the army undci 
my immediate command, and has in the many distinguished services 
which it has peiforraed since the commencement of the present wai, been 
lcduced to a veiy small nuinbei Notvuthstanding this, and the want of 
that suppoit which Butish tioops can alone afford, it advanced with the 
most lesolute deteimination against batteries dischaiging grape and chain 
shot, and at the point of the bayonet by its almost single eftoits drove 
the enemy from cveiy position 

Bievet Majoi Macleod, Captain Robeitson, and eveiy officci of this 
distinguished coips conducted themselves in the most heroic mannei, and 
dcseive to be lepoited to youi Royal Highness as having m a high degiee 
meuted youi most favouiable notice 
The consequences of this bulliont success, are the acquisition of a 
powerful aitillery, the total destiuct*on of the whole regulai mfantiy of 
the enemy, and the lemoval of all those appiehensions which weie justly 
to be enteitained fiom the presence of so laige and poweiful a foice in 
the immediate vicinity of the British terntories 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar will no longer find in Hindostan the support 
which he will find necessary to second his enterprising and ambitious 
designs, and the native princes whose friendship we die desirous to obtain, 
will by the removal of their feaiB, or overawed by our powei, step forward 
to couit our alliance 

The enemy will I have leason to hope, fiom the destiuction of their - 
most powerful armies, and from the loss of their most valuable posses¬ 
sions, be couvmced of their inability to oppose the British power, and be 
reduced to the necessity of acquiescmg in those measuies which the 
wisdom of the British Government has thought necessary for the stability 
of its powei in India 

Befoie closing this despatch, I beg leave to inform your Royal High¬ 
ness that I received from all my staff the most useful and active assist¬ 
ance, a circumstance of which the list of killed and wounded beais a most 
honourable testimony, although one which I most sincerely regret 
The zealous and important seivices of Lieut -Colonel Clinton, my 
Adjutant-General, and of Lieut -Colonel Nightingale, my Quarter* 
Master-General, are particularly entitled to my waimest approbation and 
applause 

Majoi Lake unfortunately received a severe wound in his knee, when ex¬ 
erting himself m a most critical moment, under the most heavy fire I ever 
in my life experienced He did on this occasion as well as on every other 
in which he has been engaged, acquit himself in so exemplary a manner, 
as to deseive my warmest piaise and admnation, and I beg leave once 
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moic to mention his merits to youi Royal Highness, and to expiess a 
hope that you will be graciously pleased to recommend him to his 
Majesty’s piotcction. 

I have the honoui to be. Sir, 

Your Royal Highness’s 

Most faithful aud humble servant, 
G Lakl 


[The followiug letteis fiom Lieut-Genei al (aftci waids Lord) Lake 
to the Govcmoi-Gcneial explain the liouomable Colonel Monsoii’s dis¬ 
aster ]— Ed 


Lieut -Genei al Lake to the Mai quest Wellesley 

My LonD, Head Quarters, Muttia, July 1st, 1805 

Soou aftei the conclusion of the late war with the Main atta confederates, 
the attention of Government was dnccted to Jeswunt Rao Holkai The 
armies of that chief occupied a position highly dangeious-to oui secuuty, 
and he openly ai owed an intention to invade oui possessions lie was 
likewise committing the most destiuctive depredations on the temtones 
of our allies, and employing the most active means to excite revolt and 
insuirection in those piovmceB which had lecently been subjected to oui 
dominion 

A consideration of these circumstances induced youi Loidship in 
Council to authorize me to entei into a negotiation with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai, and in confoimity to the instructions with which I was furnished 
on this occasion, I employed such means as weie deemed consistent with 
the dignity, honoui and mteiests of government to aveit the hostile 
designs of that chief, and to adjust his vanous insolent and groundless 
pietensions 

Duiing the progress of this negotiation, I judged it expedient to move 
foiward with the army which as your Loidship knows, had remained in 
the field since the conclusion of the foiniei war This movement was 
dictated by the desue of giving weight to the means employed foi the 
puipose of accommodation, by the necessity of piotecting fiom the rava¬ 
ges of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, those states with whom we were m alliance, 
and by the advantage of placmg my army m a situation fiom whence it 
might act with effect and celerity m the event of failuie m our pacific 
measures 

In the couise of my communications with Holkar, it gradually became 
manifest that the relations of peace and friendship could not be established 
with that chief His language was arrogant and unconciliating, his 
demands weie extravagant aud inadmissible, and his conduct continued 
menacing and hostile Under these circumstances I continued slowly to 
advance forward until your Lordship’s final decision should authorize 
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wliat appealed no longei avoidable, the commencement of imlitaiy ope¬ 
rations 

Holkai’s foice had occupied a position m the countiy of Ajmcer, 
contiguous to the frontiei of the Jyepoor possessions from whence it had 
extended its depiedations to all the suriounding countucs On my arn- 
val at Doussa, I was informed that it had moved into the terntones of 
Jyepooi and advanced so fai as to threaten the capital ot that state It 
beLdtne of importance to aveit a plan which would be destiuctive to orn 
ally the Rajah of Jvepooi, and add m a gieat degree to the lesouiccs of 
a chief whose hostile intentions in legaid to the British Government weie 
no longei doubtful I theiefore dcteimmed to advance a force foi the 
protection of Jyepooi, which my vicinity to that place would have enabled 
me to suppoit with the lest of my aimy if necessaiy 

The foice destined foi this seivice maichcd from my camp at Doussa, 
on the 18th of Apul 1804, and consisted of three battalions of Native 
infantiy, with suitable equipments of aitilleiv, mihtaiy stores, &c It 
was commanded by the lionoui able Lieut -Colonel Monson of his Majesty’s 
76tli legiment, whom I instiuctcd, unless compelled foi the safety of Jye¬ 
pooi, to avoid engaging any part of the enemy’s foice, and to lemain 
within such a distance of my ai my as might enable me to give him what¬ 
ever degiee of suppoit circumstances might requue 

The advance of this detachment, and the situation of my army com¬ 
pelled Holkai to abandon his designs against Jyepoor He moved slowly 
off in a southeily dnection, destroying the villages and laying waste the 
country in his neighbourhood 

My proceedings m the course of the negotiation I earned on with Jes- 
wunt Rao Holkar had been tinnsmitted to your Lordship, and pioduced 
a conviction of the impossibility of avoiding hostilities with that chief 
Your Lordship in consequence was pleased to transmit me msti uctions to 
commence militaiy operations with every practicable degree of haste and 
vigour The despatch on this occasion under date 16th of Apnl 1804, 
was received whilst the army was encamped at Doussa, and I commenced 
without delay to cany into effect the ordeis it contained 

The enemy having halted in the Jyepooi temtoiies an opportunity 
seemed to oflei of bringing him to a general action, and I accordingly 
pioceeded from Doussa with the greatest expedition towaids the position 
he occupied My appioach however induced him to retieat, and he pur¬ 
sued his couise with such celenty m a southeily direction as left no pio- 
bability that I could compel hun to engage my army 

The flight of Holkar, and the inexpediency of pursuing him on account 
of the advanced penodof the season and other causes, induced me to halt 
the army at Nuahee, a position near the frontier of the Jyepoor country, 
and at an inconsideiable distance fiom Tonk and Rampoorah, places 
which with an extensive country connected to them belonged at this 
time to the enemy, and of which it was of importance that we should 
obtain possession 

Tonk, which is a walled town of consideiable extent and population, 
was about this time veiy gallantly attacked and earned by a body of irre- 
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gular horse, which 1 had sent in advance undci the command of Lieute¬ 
nant Lucan of his Majesty's 74th regiment, foi the purpose of giving 
every possible annoyance to the tear of the retieating enemy 

Rampooiah is a foitiess deemed bv the natives of gieat strength, 1 
therefoie judged it necessary to detach a foice from the army propeily 
equipped for taking possession of it The party intended foi this seivice 
accoidmgly, consisted of two battalions of Native infantiy, the necessaiy 
aitilleiy, and a regiment of Native cavaliy undei the command of Lieut - 
Colonel Don of the honourable Company's seivice 

Lieut -Colonel Don and Ins detachment executed this duty with the 
utmost Bpint and success Having m vain endeavouied to induce the 
enemy to surreudei the place. Colonel Don conceited the neceshaiy mca- 
suies foi attempting to cany it by assault on the ICth of May This 
was contrived with so much wisdom, and executed with such spirit and 
energy that the attempt completely succeeded The greatest pai t of the 
gairison was dcstioyed, whilst the loss on oui part was exti ernely incon¬ 
siderable 

These rapid and impoitant successes, with the situation of my uimy, 
and the advancement of the detatchment undei the konouiable Lieut - 
Colonel Monson appeared to impiess the enemy with a gieat degree of 
consternation They fled lapidly acioss the Chumbul nvci, and returned 
tovvaids Malvva, laying waste the countiy in their pi ogress in that direction 

At this penod I was mfoimed from all quaiteis, that Holhai’s pecu¬ 
niary lesouices weie reduced to the lowest ebb, that his aimy was filled 
with terror and dismay, and that his tioops who befoie had been mutinous 
and discontented were now desciting fiom him m great numheis These 
lepiescntations were lcndeied uioie piobable fiom the consideiation that 
a successful wai is necessary to letain togcthei an aimy and to suppoit 
the confidence of troops whose chief band of union is plundei I there¬ 
fore gave them considei able ciedit, although I found it impossible to 
obtain accurate mfoimation, and was awaie of the exaggeration which 
the natives of this country give to all then lelations 

This leduced state of the enemy's powei and resources, and the gieat 
distance to which he had piosecuted his flight appeal mg to me m a great 
measuie to have released those states with which we were in alliance from 
all hazaicl of future depiedation, aud to have depnved Jeswunt Rao Hol- 
hur of all hopes of success m any future attempt to invade the British 
teriitones m Hindostnn, I deteimined without fuithcr delay to withdiaw 
the mam aimy to then respective cantonments within the Company’s 
provinces 

Other considerations at the same time concmied toieudei this measuie 
highly expedient No advantage could have resulted fiom remaining in 
the position I then occupied, and a fuithci puisuit of the enemy was 
tendered impossible fiom the nature of those countnes in advance, in 
regard to watei and provisions It was highly desirable too to place my 
Euiopean troops under cover Jiefoie the appioach of the rainy season, 
which could not fail to be destructive to them m the field 

Before I commenced my match to cantonments, it was of lrapoitance 
to take eveiy precaution in i eg aid to om futuie secunty, and it appeared 
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to me that this object would bo completely attained by securing the passes 
of Boondee and Lakeiy in that chain of mountains to the southward 
of Rampoora I accordingly directed Lieut-Colonel Monson with the 
force under his command, to occupy and maintain a position in then 
vicinity Lieut -Colonel Don was at the same instiucted to place himself 
under the command of Colonel Monson, with the whole force that had 
captured Rampoora, with the exception of a regiment of native cavalry 
which I oidered to rejoin my army 

Having foimed this arrangement, and furnished the honourable Lieut - 
Colonel Monson with such instructions as appeared necessary for the 
guidance of his future conduct, I commenced my maich with the main 
army towaids Agia on the ISth of May, and I arrived at that place on 
the 5th of June 1804 

Though this march was in some degree hastened by unexpected occui- 
rences, which at this time happened in the piovince of Bundelcund, yet 
my movements weie adapted as much as possible to the extreme heat of 
the season Notwithstanding however eveiy precaution that could be 
taken, I lost a number of Europeans, and my whole army suffered severely 
fi om the excessive heat 

I stationed the principal pait of my native force at Agiaand at Muttia, 
as well foi the puipose of seeming tranquillity in the distncts contiguous 
to these places, as with the view of ensuring the fidelity of the neighboui- 
ing petty states, and of being m readiness to proceed again to the south¬ 
ward, should cn cumstances at a future period require their presence in 
that quaiter 

No cantonments foi European troopB had been constructed on the 
banks of the Jumna, and I therefore proceeded towards Cawnpore with 
my European force, which consisted of his Majesty’s 8th, 27th, and 29th 
regiments of light diagoons, two companies of his Majesty’s 22d and the 
whole of the 76th legiment of foot, with two companies of the honour¬ 
able Company’s Eui opean regiment These aruved at Cawnpore about the 
end of June a few days previous to the commencement of the lainy season 

The detachment which I had left under the command of the honoui- 
ablc Lieut -Colonel Monson consisted of five complete battalions of 
native mfantiy, a suitable propoition of aitilleiy, and about 4,000 irre¬ 
gular cavalry, who, under the command of Lieutenant Lucan had been 
ordered to join Colonel Monson’s detachment soon after its arrival at 
Jyepoor These troops were m a high state of discipline and had been 
accustomed to victory, and then equipment and efficiency were rendered 
perfect by an ample supply of tieasuie and all kinds of military stores 

The passes near which this detachment was stationed afford the only 
entrance through the mountains above-mentioned from Malwa into Hin- 
dostan Through these the enemy had letreated, and whilst they were 
defended by oui tioops, his return appealed to be rendered impossible 
The situation of Colonel Monson’s corps therefore appeared to secure all 
the advantages which had been obtained, and to obviate every danger that 
could acciue to ourselves oi to our allies, from the absence of the mam army 

It was my intention that the detachment should have remained m this 
position until the tei initiation of the rainy season, wheie either alone or 
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strengthened by reinfoicements fiom Ilmdostan as circumstances might 
have rendered necessaiy, it could have advanced into Malwa for the pur¬ 
pose of canying on offensive opeiations against the enemy Unfortunately 
my views were defeated by Colonel Monson’s departure from the plan 
which I intended him to pursue 

The megular cavalry belonging to Colonel Monson’s detachment were 
sent in advance to distiess as much as possible the rear of the letreatmg 
enemy, and their exeitions in this sei vice were attended with considerable 
success Seveial small parties of the enemy were cut off On the 29th 
of May, Lieutenant Lucan, assisted by Captain Gaidener, who likewise 
commanded a small body of megular hoise, surrounded tlnee battalions 
and eleven guns belonging to Tantia, a paitizan of Holhai, and aftei a 
short engagement in which these ofhceiB displayed great activity and 
couiage, compelled them to surrendei 

Unfortunately it appeared to Colonel Monson about this time, that 
advantage would likewise result from the advance of Ins foice It 
appeared to him that the piesence of lus detachment would animate to 
resistance the chiefs of those countries in which Holkai waB committing 
depi editions Such resistance m the piesent i educed and dismayed state 
of the enemy might be thought to be attended with impoitant effects, and 
the piomises of suppoit and of supply held out to him by the Rajah of 
Ifotah seemed to obviate every risk of an advanced movement 

As soon as I uudei stood that Colonel Monson had foimedtke resolution 
of advancing beyond the position I had assigned to him, I cxpi essed m 
the strongest tcims my disappiobation of such a measure, and my appie- 
hensiou of the mischiefs that might follow Betoie liowevei, he could 
receive my communications on this subject, he had actually ciossed the 
Chumbul neai Kotah, and was pioceeding towards Mohundia, (a pass in 
a moi e distant range of hills) which appeal ed to Colonel Monson as defen¬ 
sible and as well calculated to command the futuie opeiations of the 
enemy as those at which he had been onginally stationed 

Though the reasons which Colonel Monson assigned for this forward 
movement did not appear to me satisfactory, yet I was disposed to allow 
considerable latitude to the judgment of this officei, as well fiom his 
being best able to obtain a knowledge of such cncumstances as immedi¬ 
ately legalded his situation, ga from the confidence m lus zeal, courage 
and abilities with which lus whole conduit ilunng the foiiner wai had 
inspued me 

Finding theiefoic that the detachment had occupied the advanced posi¬ 
tion at Mohundia, it appealed to me that the most desirable measure I 
could puihue, was to foim such airangemcnts as were calculated to 
support it in that situation, and point out to Colonel Monson such pre¬ 
cautions as weie likely to obviate the evils to be apprehended 

All my communications to Colonel Monson at this period had in view 
to impress him strongly with the danger of advancing, with the impoi- 
tance of being in a situation where his supplies would be liable to no 
Uncertainty, with the advantages to be denved from his conciliating the 
chiefs of those countries in his neighbourhood, and with the necessity of 
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extreme vigilance in regai d to whatevei concerned the movements and 
designs of the enemy 

I likewise dnected Colonel Monsou to conespond fiequently with 
Colonel Murray, and to keep that officei regularly informed of thenatuie 
of his situation and intentions, and of his opinions on such objects as he 
thonght ought to engage their mutual attention and exertions 
Colonel Murray at the commencement of the wai had been dnected by 
Major-General Wellesley to move foiward fiom Guzei at into Malwa 
The force under his command was of sufficient stiength to engage the 
main body of the enemy, and he had been instiucted to use every evci- 
tion to accomplish that object At the present period he was advancing 
to Oujein wheie his piesence appeared necessaiy for the delence of that 
capital agamBt an attack with which it was thi eatened by the enemy’s 
force 

My communications to Colonel Muiiay informed him of the situation 
of the detachment undei the command of Colonel Monson, and instiucted 
him to correspond and co-opeiate with that officer in the fullest confidence 
that two bodies of tioops of such strength and efficiency could not only 
have supported each othei, but by availing themselves with judgment of 
such favourable cncumstances as offered, might have had it in then powei 
to accomplish the total overthrow of the enemy 
For reasons which have nevei been satisfactory explained to me,Colonel 
Muiiay after he had advanced within ashoit distance of Oujein,foimed the 
extraordinary resolution of leti eating behmd the Myhee nver, and actually 
fell back for that purpose This movement gave the enemy confidence, 
lelieved him from any appiehension of an attack on the side of Malwa, 
and left him at liberty to direct his whole attention to the honomable 
Colonel Monson’s detachment Colonel Muiray after seveial retiograde 
marches, again altered his intentions and advanced to Oujein He was 
however, either too late to give the necessary support to Colonel Monson, 
or he declined affoiding that degree of assistance and co-opeiation which 
heemed to me so much in his powei, and which the situation of the lattei 
so much lequued 

Colonel Monson was at this tune unfoitunately induced to quit his 
secure situation at Mokundra It had appealed to him that the Foit of 
Hinglaisghui, situated at some distance in advance of that Pass, might 
greatly tend to strengthen his position, and he lcsolved to make an effoit 
to gam possession of it With that view tlieiefoie he proceeded foi wards, 
and by an attack conceited with Bkill and executed with vigoui, he ear¬ 
ned it by assault on the 2d of July 1804 On this occasion the activity 
of Colonel Monson, and the gallantly and good conduct of his troops 
appeared to ment such an expiession of my approbation as I had the 
honour of transmitting to youi Lordalup 

Aftei the capture of Hinglaisghui, the detachment remained encamped 
seveial days in its vicinity, at a place nearly fifty miles in advance of the 
Mokundra Pass, and whilst they weie in this situation, intelligence was 
received that the mam body of the enemy’s force was advancing foi the 
purpose of attacking them 
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Jeswunt Rao Holkar hud occupied a position in Malwa and was now 
advanced to the mcinitv ot Rampooiah on the left hank of the Chumbul 
Duimgthe short period that li<id elapsed since his rcticat, lie had been 
exei ting himself to collect his scattered foices, to lenew then contidence 
and their attachment to lus cause, and to equip himself in such a manner 
as would enable him to make a vigoious e\eition aganibt the Bntish de¬ 
tachment How he succeeded in so gieat adegiee as to be enabled to 
make those exeitions which afteiwards marked lus conduct, m\ de¬ 
ficiency of information pievents me fiorn explaining 

Colonel Monson’s faithei piogieos would have depnved the enemy of 
his most valuable possessions, and been entucly destiuctivc of whatevei 
confidence or spmt lus follower yet retained These considuations 
therefoie, m the veiy exposed situation of theButish detachment at the 
present penod, foinied a sufficient inducement to the enemy to hazard a 
decisive engagement 

The Chumbul winch at that season is a consuleiable iivei was inter¬ 
posed between oui troops and Holkai’s aiiuy, and whilst the enemy weie 
ciossmg 11, with then numeious artillery an oppoitunity offcied to Colonel 
Monson of attacking lnm, which appealed to promise success Success 
at this penod would have secuied to Colonel Monson Ins advanced posi¬ 
tion, procuied him supplies from the ncighhouung country, and enabled 
him afienvaids to prosecute whatevei plan of opeiations circumstances 
might have lequned Colonel Monson was awaie of these circumstances 
and wrote to me that he intended to attack the enemy Unfoitunately, 
however, he alteied these intentions and permitted Jeswunt Rao Ilolkai’s 
foice to cioss the liver unmolested and to advance upon lus detachment 
As anothei occasion equally favouiable for an attack could not occur 
to Colonel Monson, perhaps the omission should have been lcpaircd by 
an attack undei the most favourable cu cum stances that could aftei waids 
be obtained His numbeis weie certainly intei 101 to those of the enemy, 
but he had on his side discipline, appioved valour, and the choice of posi¬ 
tion A hold effort was likewise evidently necessai y to extricate him fi om his 
situation, and to avoid the disgiace and misfortunes msepaiable from a 
rapid 1 etreat 

Instead of adopting this plan. Colonel Monson formed the lesolution 
of retreating to the Mokundiah Pass, with the intention as he informed 
me of making a stand in that situation, and he accuidingly moved fiom 
his position on the 8 th of July, leaving the whole of lus nregulai cuvaliy 
on the ground of his encampment, for the purpose of protecting the i cai 
of the detachment m the event of an attack from the enemy 
Colonel Monson’s infantry effected their retieat without sufturing any 
loss, but his cavalry having as heinfoimed me, remained longei behind 
than he intended, were attacked, and, aftei an obstinate contest, nearly 
cut to pieces The number of these had lately been mcrcooed by a body 
of horse belonging Bapojee Scindiah, and m this aflfau amounted to four 
thousand Lieutenant Lucan who commanded them Bignahzed himself 
to an extraordinai y degicc, till being severely wounded he was made 
YOL V U 
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pnsonei He aftenvaids fell a sacrifice to the inhuman treatment he met 
with fioni the enemy 

Aftei the detachment had armed at the Mokundrah Pass, its out-posts 
weie attacked by bodies of the enemy's horse which had followed in its 
rear These weie repulsed with veiy seveie loss, but the supposed 
approach of the enemy ’3 infantry, and the appiehensions entei tamed by 
Lieut-Colonel Monson in legard to his future supplies, detei mined him 
after a short halt to piosecute his retieat to Kolah This he effected 
on the 12 th of July with more piecipitation thanhvab necessary, having 
on his depaiture from Mokundrah left his camp standing in older to de¬ 
ceive the enemy in 1 eg aid to his intentions 

At Kotah Colonel Monson’s difficulties did not appear to him to be 
diminished He stated that he ivas unable to obtain the necessary supply 
of provisions, and a nusundcistanding with the Rajah having at the same 
time created some distrust in regard to the disposition and views of the 
latter, the Colonel determined to re cross the Chumbul and letne on the 
fortress of Rampooiah 

On its march fiom Kotah to Rampooiah, the detachment sustained 
considerable loss, and was exposed to great inconvenience from the seventy 
of the lams and the want of piovisions Colonel Monson reported to me 
that the obstacles pioduced by the very bioken state of the loads and the 
swelling of the nveis, were sui mounted with the utmost difficulty, and 
compelled him to leave behind the whole of his aitillery and military 
Btores These in consequence fell into the hands of the enemy, where they 
remained until retaken by ray army at Deig and Bhmtpore 

Colonel Monson was detained a considerable time at the Churabulee 
rivulet which was much swelled by the rains, and at length found such 
difficulty mciossing it, that several of his men werejdi owned He states, 
likewise, that he was attacked in this situation by a body of the enemy's 
horse, which he lepulsed with some loss The detachment aruved at 
Rampoorah about the 27 th of July 

As soon as I was appnzed that Colonel Monson had commenced his 
retieat, I uiged him in the most pressing mannei to occupy some position 
in which he could make a stand against the enemy, and I at the same 
time ordeied two fiesh battalions with ample supplies of ammunition, 
provisions and treasure to march fiom Agra with all possible expedition 
to his Buppoit These battalions under Colonel M'Cullock and a thou¬ 
sand irregulai hoi be under Majoi F^ith leached Rampooiah a few days 
after Colonel Monson’s arrival at that place 

When I was informed that the detachment joined by this reinforcement 
was at Rampooiah, I transmitted instiuctions to Colonel Monson to 
make a stand at that place, if such a measure appeared to him practi¬ 
cable , but if the enemy could not be opposed with consideiable prospect 
of success, to throw a sufficient garrison with the necessary quantity of 
provisions and stoies into the Foit of Rampoorah, and fall back in a slow 
and regular manner on the frontier of the Bntibh possessions, before the 
enemy were in a situation to press his retreat 
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The honoui able Colonel deemed it most advisable to leti eat, and he 
accordingly maiched from Rampooruh on the 21st of August, after having 
garnsoned that place as I had dnected He had, liowevei, wailed till the 
enemy were close upon his leai On the 22nd of August the detachment 
arrived at theBannas river, which was so swelled in consequence of the late 
rains aB to be impassable This occasioned a halt until the rivei might 
subside, duung which the whole foice of the enemy had assembled in the 
neighbourhood of the detachment 

The nvci having become foidable, the detachment was oidercdto cioss 
it on the 24th of August, notwithstanding the piescnce of the enemy, 
and the piecautions taken by Colonel Monson on this occasion wcie not 
sufficient to pi event the enemy fiom availing himself successfully of the 
oppoitumty which wvs oflteicd to linn of attacking our tioops 

When foui battalions of the detachment had ciossed the rnei, the 
enemy commenced a sharp attack upon the pickets which had not yet 
been witlidiuwn Colonel Monson immediately advanced to then sup- 
poit with a battalion of the second legiment of the native infantiy, now 
the only corps lemaimug on that side of the nvei This party was in 
consequence exposed to the whole toice of the enemy’s attack 

The utmost steadiness and intiepidity was displayed iu this unequal 
contest The battalion above mentioned, not only withstood the utmost 
efforts of the enemy, but chaiged and diovc them fiom seveial of their 
guns The gieat numbeis howevei which had fallen, and the gieat loss 
of officers it had sustained, tendered it unable to maintain the advantages 
it had obtained It was compelled after an niduous stiugglc to fall back 
upon the river, and the obstacles it thcic met with in ciossing exposed 
it so much to the enemy’s attack, that gieat numbeis weie destioyed 
Colonel Monson continued his retreat to Khooshalghui, wlicie he ar¬ 
rived on the night of the 25th of August, and joined a paity consisting of 
six companies of sepoys, which he had sent foiward under Captain Nicholl 
with the tieasuie of the detachment, the day piecedmg the action at the 
Bannas nver 

A body of tioops belonging to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah weie at this time 
encamped at the neighbouihood of Khooshalghnr, and had resolved to 
attack the town for the puipose of levying a contilbution The hopes of 
obtaining possession of the ti ensure induced them at the same time to 
commence an attack on Captain Nicholl’s party They were however 
repulsed with some loss, and afteiwaids joined the enemy 
A great part of the corps of lnegular cavalry, commanded by Majoi 
Frith, deserted duiing the retieat from Rampoorah, and at Khooshalghur 
some sepoys of the 14th regiment went ovei with their aims to the enemy 
The defection amongst the latter was howevei moic the consequence 
of extreme fatigue than of disaffection, and nevei took place to any very 
alarming extent 

On his loute fiom Khooslmlghm, Colonel Monson formed his Detach¬ 
ment into an oblong squaie, which resisted with great steadiness repeated 
attacks of the enemy, who continued to harrass its march On the 28th 
of August, m the neighbouihood of Hindown, the detachment lepulsed 
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with seveie loss a very vigoious chaige made upon it by the whole of the 
enemy’s cavaliy 

As the detachment appioached oui own teintones, howevci, it lost in 
a consideiable degree that legulanty which it had hitheito pieseivcd In 
this situation several we] e destioyed, and otheis, exhausted and dispi¬ 
rited by hungei and fatigue, allowed themselves to tall into the hands of 
the enemy The lemamdei, gieatly liaiiassed and neaily worn out, ai- 
iwed in a scattered and megulai mannei at Agia about the 31st of 
August 

It is painful to me to leflcct on these disti easing paiticulais It affoids 
howevei some satisfaction to be assuied of the steadiness and attachment 
of oui native tioops, even under cncumstances of the seveiest misfoitune 
The same coips which constituted Colonel Monson’s detachment, have 
served under my immediate command dunng the whole of this campaign, 
and they have on eveiy occasion displayed the utmost patience, activity, 
steadiness and discipline 

The impiession made on the public mind by the misfoi tunes of the 
honouiable Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment, was much incieased by 
the feiocious cruelty exercised op those who fell into the hands of the 
enemy Euiopcans of all deset lptions weie immediately put to death, 
and such natives as lefused to engage in the seivice of the enemy, were 
mutilated in a most shocking and inhuman mannei Fortunately, a veiy 
small number of the former have suffcied, and the lattei, as a means of 
pieservation, cmbiaced a cause which they soon afteiwards found an op¬ 
portunity of deseiting 

The enemy’s cavalry followed close in the leax of the honourable 
Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment, and his infantry and artillery 
armed in a few days aftei wards, and took up a position in the neigh- 
bouihood of Bhuitpoie This lendered necessaiy the adoption of that 
system of measures which I shall have the honour of detailing to youi 
Loi dship in my next despatch 

I have the honoiu to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Loidship’s most faithful humble servant. 

Lake 

His Excellency Lieutenant-General Loid Lake to the Maiquess Wellesley , 
Gove ? noi - Gena al, 8, c tyc Sf-c 

My Loud, Head Quniteis, Muttra, July 1st, 1805 

The misfoitunes which had befallen so large a body of our troops as 
that commanded by the honouiable Lieut -Colonel Monson, and the pre¬ 
sence of a very numerous enemy in the immediate vicinity of oui domi¬ 
nions, wei e cn cumstances which, in the month of September, 1804, de¬ 
manded the most prompt and vigorous exertion of our powei 

Othei consideiations of gicat nnpoitance concurred at the same penod 
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m lequuing om utmost cneigy The conduct of some neighbouimg 
stares with uhom we weie m alliance, affoided ]ust giouuds to distiust 
then fidelity, a spirit of disaffection and revolt had begun to manifest 
itself, among some of the most poweiful of oui new subjects, and thcic 
e\isted a piobability that oui formei enemies, though humbled and le- 
ducedbythe unexampled success of the foimer campaign, might con¬ 
ceive this an oppoitunity of making an effoit to legain then powci and 
lmpoitance 

According to the most accuiate accounts I have lcceived, the enemy’s 
toice at this period consisted ot twent\-foui battalions ot legulai infantiy, 
about ten thousand ntcgulni cavalry, and upwaids of one hundiedaml 
hlty pieces of cannon 

The discipline of this aimywas in no gieat degice lcspectable, noi 
could much be appiehended fiom the plan of opeiations it would piobably 
puiBue The exeitions however it had made in maiclung so gieat a dis¬ 
tance with such celenty, and its having hi ought foiward so formidable a 
tiani of artillery at a season when the fall ot rain had bioken the roads 
and rendeied the rivei difficult to be passed, afioided proofs of a gieatei 
degiee of efficiency and enteipnze than could have been expected, and 
rendeied it difficult to estimate what they might venture to undertake 01 
be able to accomplish 

I had commenced making the necessaiy pieparations foi taking the 
field fiom the moment I was mfoimed of the unfavourable situation of 
affairs with the honourable Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment, and the 
uigent and menacing appeaiances that now presented themselves, induced 
me to hasten these with the utmost possible degree of vigoi 

The objects I had to accomplish, as they appealed to me at this puiod, 
weie the defeat of the enemy’s main force, the puisuit of that foice to 
extremity, and the lestoiation of tianquillity and confidence m oui own 
piovinces Any hostile designs entertained by our allies, I concluded 
would cease as soon as our success depnved them of the support ne- 
ccssaiy for canying them into execution 

For the purpose of attacking and defeating the enemy’s mam force, I 
judged it expedient to assemble my aimy in the neighbourhood of Agia 
with the utmost expedition To subdue the spmt of re\olt and lnsuiiec- 
tion which existed in our own piovinces, I proposed to detach bodies of 
tioops to such situations as appeared necessaiy I had it likewise in con¬ 
templation to make such a division of my army, aftei the enemy had hern 
defeated, as would at the same time follow up then bioken forces, and 
afford sufinient piotection to the fiontiei of oui own temtoiics 

The execution of these measures was retarded by cncumstances which 
I had considerable difficulty to oveicoine The health of my Euiopean 
troops had suffeicd veiy severely horn exposuie to the excessive heats of 
April, May and June, and they had enjoyed but a shoit period of repose 
and lefreshment The horses and cattle of my aimy had been greatly 
weakened and reduced, and were not yet lehtted for very active exeitions 
A seveie fall of ram too had so deluged the country, that my immediate 
movement was impossible after eveiy prepaiation had been completed 
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Notwithstanding those impediments, I was enabled to move from Cawn- 
poie with my whole Eui opean foi ce on the 2nd of September My ordei s 
had pieviously been issued to the different native corps intended to com¬ 
pose my army, and they were alieady on their match to Agra fiom their 
respective stations 

A very considetable degiee of sickness took place amongst my Euio- 
pean troops on their march to Agra This was the effect of then pievious 
weakness, and of the wet and unhealthy countiv ovci which they moved 
I found, however, thioughout all lanks, both of ofhccis and men, the 
utmost zeal and alacrity , and I arrived at Agra on the 20th of September 
m a much better state of efficiency than the circumstances above men¬ 
tioned, relating to the men and cattle, had given me just leason to 
expect 

The force which accompanied me fiom Cawnpore consisted of his 
Majesty’s 8th, 27th and 29th legimcnth of light dragoons, the hoise 
artilleiy, his Majesty’s 76th regiment, and two companies of the 22nd 
regiment of foot, and a piopoition of artilleiy My native foice ha‘d 
been already Bssembled undei Colonel Macan m the neighbourhood of 
Agra, and consisted of five regiments of native cavalry and ten battalions 
of native infantiy Some of the lattei cqips had composed pait ot Co¬ 
lonel Monson’s detachment, and consequently were much l educed in 
point of numbers 

Fi om the position which the enemy originally occupied m the neigh- 
bouihood of Bhuitpore, they had advanced in the diiection of Muttra 
The inexpediency of allowing the force at that station, which consisted 
of one legiment of native cavalry and four battalions of native infantry, 
under the command of Lieut -Colonel Brown, to risk a general engage¬ 
ment with the enemy’s foice, had induced me to oidei it to repair to 
Agra, wheie the army was assembling By that means the enemy had 
obtained undisputed possession of Muttia, and had alieady been en¬ 
camped fora consideiable time m its vicinity 

Seveial days weie necessauly occupied m crossing the liver with the 
troops, stoies, &c which had accompanied me fiom Cawnpore, and this 
delay with that occasioned by seveial impediments which weie expe¬ 
rienced in the CommiBsniy’s depaitment, lendeied it impossible for me 
to make a foiwaid movement befoie the 2nd of October 

During this period the enemy’s infantiy and artilleiy had moved from 
Muttra in the direction of Delhi, his cavaily howevei still retained then 
position, with the apparent intention of disputing my progress Whilst 
at Muttra he had used his utmost endeavours to induce our more powerful 
subjects m the Doab to connect themselves with his cause and inteiests, 
and his effoits with that view, had been to a considerable degiee 
successful 

The disoiders which the enemy’s agents had excited m several parts of 
our lately conqueied teintones, were the occasion of great difficulties in 
obtaining supplies foi my aimy, and in consequence threw considerable 
obstacles in the way of my opeiations duiing the early part of the cam¬ 
paign Hie transpoi tation of giain to the different depots on the Jumna, 
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was foi a time eithei entnely pi evented, 01 lendered extremely difficult 
and hazaidous 

To obviate this impoitant mischief, therefore, and to repel a small body 
of the enemy’s troops who had crossed the Jumna into the Doab at Muttra, 
I detached two battalions of native infantry undei the command of Captain 
Woiseley from Agra on the 26th of Septembei The activity of this 
officer veiy soon drove the enemy entnely out of the Doab, and much 
was m a short time likewise effected in regard to the restoration of internal 
tranquillity, an object which Captain Woiseley had my oiders to prosecute 
with every practicable e\ertion 

On the 3d of Octobei, in the couise of my second maich horn Agra, at 
a shoit distance from the village ot Fuirah, the enemy’s cavaliy appealed 
in large bodies in my fiont and on my left dank, and at hrst seemed de¬ 
termined to wait my attack The advance of my cavalry, however, and a 
busk fiie fiom my horse artilleiy had the effect of dispei sing them in the 
mannei related in the despatch which I had the honour on this occasion of 
forwarding to your Loi dship 

On the day following 1 ainved at Muttia, of which place I obtamed im¬ 
mediate possession On my maich 1 met with no farther opposition from 
the enemy than what arose fiom attempts made on my baggage by de¬ 
tached paities which hung on my line of maich foi the puipose of 
depredation 

It was my intention to have moved immediately fiom Muttia in pursuit 
of the enemy’s mfantiy and aitilleiy, which had proceeded as above men¬ 
tioned in the direction of Delhi Heie again, however, the difficulties 
experienced in the supply depaitmeut occasioned gieat delay, and it was 
the 12th of Octobei befoie I found it practicable to make an advanced 
movement from Muttra 

During this interval I withdrew Captain Woiseley fiom the Doab, where 
he had in a great measuie effected all the objects for which be had been 
detached The paity of the enemy which had crossed the Jumna had been 
expelled, and tianquillity had been m a great degiec restored at Coel, 
Jellasseer, and the othei places wheie insunection had pnncipally pre¬ 
vailed I therefore stationed Captain Worseley and the force under his 
command m the town of Muttra, and directed him to remain theie for its 
future security and protection 

Whilst the army halted at Muttra, I made seveial attempts to surpnze 
the enemy’s cavalry, who had taken post at the village of Aiowkie m my 
vicinity, and weie active in then endeavouis to cut off the supplies for 
which I waited Mv several despatches have informed your Loi dship with 
what success these attempts weie executed In eveiy instance the early 
flight of the enemy prevented the blow fiom being so decisive as I might 
have wished My attacks however had the effect of destioying their con¬ 
fidence in then* own stiength, and of exposing to those who might other¬ 
wise have espoused their cause, how unable they weie to withstand our 
troops. 

On my march to Delhi, scattered bodies of the enemy hung upon my 
real The utmost object of their views, however, appealed to be plunder. 
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and the vigilance and activity of my tioops, together with the measuies 
which had been adopted foi the piotection of mj provisions and baggage, 
totally defeated then predatory attempts Considerable numbers of them 
were on diffeient occasions destioyed, and then effoitb weie at all times 
rendered so completely unsuccessful that they ultimately abandoned this 
mode of waifare 

It now appeared that the designs of the enemy’s mfantiy and aitillery 
were to obtain possession of Delhi, and to secuie the pci son of his Majesty 
Shah Allum, which they conceived might be the consequence of the tall of 
that capital A few dayb after my depnrtuie trom Muttia I received m- 
foimation that opeiations had already been commenced against the town 
of Delhi, and were earned on with all the vigoui and activity which the 
enemy could employ 

Lieut -Col Ochterlony, the Acting Resident with his Majesty, displayed 
m the defence of this capital gieat prudence, judgment and activity 
Foreseeing the designs of the enemy as they appioached, he wrote to 
Col Bmn, who was stationed m the uppei part of the Doab, to request his 
support and assistance Col Bum with the troopb undei his command 
reached Delhi hy foiced maiches pievious to the ainval of the enemy, and 
with Col Ochteilony made^such a disposition of his force, and of the force 
alieady stationed in the town of Delhi, as appeared best calculated to 
defeat the enemy’s operations 

The enemy appeared befoie the town on the morning of the 8th of Oc¬ 
tober, and soon afteiwaids commenced their attack, which they prose¬ 
cuted with consideiable activity The judicious arrangements however 
that had been made, and the gieat gallantry of the troops in Delhi, not¬ 
withstanding the gieat extent of the place, its unfitness for defence, the 
piodigious supeuonty of the enemy’s numbeis, and the many circum¬ 
stances that aided their exertions, completely succeeded in letaidmg the 
opeiations, and in defeating every attempt to cany the place by assault, 
which the enemy had been induced to undertake 

The approach of my annv, and the very spmted lesistance the enemy 
had met with, induced them to imse the siege of Delhi, and retieat with 
gieat precipitation on the 15th of Octobei My army arrived and en¬ 
camped in that neighbouihood on the morning of the 17th of Octobei 
The enemy’s infantry and guns pioceeded in the dnection of the country 
of Rewame, and weie at first followed by then cavaliy, which had conti¬ 
nued to hover round my aimy on its march fiom Muttia 

The slow late at which the enemy were enabled to move fiom the very 
laige tiain of aitilleiy with which they weie encumbeied, and the short 
distance to which they bad pioceeded in advance of my aimy, presented at 
this time the fan eat prospect that it would be in my powei to overtake 
them, and at once strike a blow sufficiently decisive to teimmate the war 

I immediately disencumbered my army of all its heavy artilleiy, and of 
biich baggage as was not indispensably necessary, and was completely pre¬ 
pared to advance foiwaid on the morning of the 18tb of Octobei, and by 
the most ldpid movements avail myself of the veiy favourable opportunity 
that offered foi the completion of bo deniable an object. 
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I can easily express to youi Lordship the degree of vexation, disap¬ 
pointment and boirow, which I expenenced on this occasion An eiroi in 
the statement I leceived fiom the commissanat depaitinent had led me to 
believe that the quantity of provisions in stoie was sufficient to enable me 
to accomplish the enteiprize m contemplation Tins erroi was not de¬ 
tected till I had actually commenced my march fiom Delhi in pursuit of 
the enemy It then howevei appeared that my supplies weie far from 
being adequate to the intended object, and I was compelled to abandon 
my flattering hopes and piospects, and le-occupv the position I had just 
quitted m the neighbouiliood of Delhi The enemy’s infanti y and ai tillery 
weie enabled to make good their rctieat to the southwaid long befoie the 
arnval of those convoys of piovisions that weie expected Then cavalry 
returned to the bank of the Jumna and pioceedcd up that liver to Panmput, 
whete they had leisure to conceit plans of aggiession which, but foi the 
unforeseen impediments my army expenenced, would in all piobabihty 
nevei have entei ed into their contemplation 
The Begum Sumroo and several Seikh chieftains, some of them our 
subjects in the uppei part of the Doab, and others inhabiting countries 
contiguous to oui dommionb, were at this time engaged m a coriespond- 
ence with Jeswuut Rao Holkai which was hostile to the British Govern¬ 
ment , and considering the presence of that chief in then immediate 
vicinity as aflfoiding a favouiable opportunity for throwing off then alle¬ 
giance, they invited him to cross the Jumna, with such promibes of support 
and co-operation as could not fail being regarded by him as extremely 
favouiable to his cause and interests 

Seveial communications from these chiefs to Jeswuut Rao Holkar, 
which weie mtcicepted, fully appuzedme of tlicir disposition and designs, 
and some commotions at the same time taking place in the neighbouihood 
of Sehaiunpore, I deemed it expedient to oidei Colonel Bum, with the 
force under his command, to return to his btation in the upper port of the 
Doab with the greatest degiee of expedition in his powei From this, as 
has been alieady mentioned, he had been withdrawn to reinforce the tioops ' 
in Delhi duung the attack made by the enemy on that city, aud in com¬ 
pliance with the ordeis with which he was now furnished, he reciossed the 
Jumna to leturn to Seharunpore on the 26th of October 
A double object now offered to induce Jeswunt Rao Holkar to cross 
the Jumna and advance into the Doab The detachment under Colonel 
Bum did not appeal of bufhcient strength to be able to lesist his attack, 
and his presence would give confidence and suppoi t to those chiefs who 
were disposed to espouse his inteiests With a view theiefore to effect the 
dcstiuction of the fuimei, and to offoid assistance to the lattei he crossed 
the Jumna on the 29th of October at a ford in the neighbourhood of Pan- 
mput with the whole of his aitilleiy 

The situation of affairs which now-existed tendered necessary a complete 
change in my plan of opeiations The moBt prompt and decisive measmes 
were necessary to expel the enemy fiom the Doab, and to repiess the 
spuit of disaffection and lebellion which had begun to display itself On 
the other hand the defeat of the enemy's infantry and guns became a 
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measure no less urgent These had proceeded by a circuitous route to 
Cassawly, and gave indications of leturning by Deig or Bhuitpoie to the 
fionlier of the Butish possessions 

To meet both these exigencies at the same time, I formed my army into 
divisions, one consisting principally of cavalry, I destined to puisue Holkai 
in the Doab, the other composed of my main body of infantry, I intended 
to follow, and, if possible, to engage the enemy’s infantry and aitillery 
The consequences likely to arise fi om the state of affairs in the Doab 
appearing to me of the gi eatest moment, I determined to proceed with the 
division of the aimy intended to act in that quarter This consisted of 
thiee regiments of British, and three of native cavalry My whole tavaliy 
amounted to about 1900 men The hoise artillery and the reserve of the 
aimy, the division intended to pursue the enemy’s infantiy and gunB, con¬ 
sisted of two regiments of native cavaliy, his Majesty’s 76tli regiment, 
and six battalions of native infantry, with the paik of artillery To this 
was afteiwaids added the honouiable Company’s European legiment, 
which joined it m the neighbouihood of Muttra This division I placed 
under the command of Major-General Fiazer, an officei in whose zeal, 
ability and couiage J leposed the utmost confidence, and instructed him 
to puisue the enemy, and, if possible, to bung them to action 
I crossed the Jumna with the dmBion under my immediate command at 
Delhi on the 31st of Octobei I was at this time informed that Jeswunt 
Kao Holkar had come up with and attacked the small detachment above 
mentioned under Colonel Burn My feais for the safety of this detach¬ 
ment induced me to move towards it with the utmost expedition, and I 
came up to their relief on the 2nd of November 
The conduct of Colonel Bum's detachment was m the highest degiee 
meritorious It repeatedly repulsed the enemy’s cavalry, who attacked it 
on the plain, and it afteiwards occupied a small fort contiguous to the 
town of Samlee, where, though totally destitute of eveiy article of provi¬ 
sions, it defended itself for seveial days not only against the enemy’s 
cavalry, but likewise against the attacks of the inhabitants of Samlee 
At my approach the enemy, who had aheady been joined by several 
Seik chieftains, pioceeded in the direction of Saidhana, where 1 under¬ 
stood he expected the Begum Suinioo would embrace his cause My 
close pursuit, however, disconcerted all his measuies The Begum was 
oveiawed into obedience, and those chiefs who had engaged themselves in 
his interests, soon forsook a cause which appealed to them hopeless 
Lieut -Colonel Bum with three battalions of native infantry and a con¬ 
siderable body of irregulai cavalry was left in this neighbourhood to re¬ 
store order and preserve tranquillity, and his exertions on this Bemce have 
been highly meritorious and successful Several Seik chiefs who were 
committing depredations have been expelled, and the whole country re¬ 
stored to submission, tranquillity and peace 
Having defeated Holkai’& intentions m regard to the Begum Sumroo, 
that chief altered his direction and proceeded to the eastward My army 
hung so close on his rear that all his attempts to excite insurrection were 
unsuccessful. His seveial effortB to plunder the towns near which he 
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passed were resisted with success, and my presence in his immediate vici¬ 
nity restiained Ins depredations on the smiounding country 

My pursuit of the enemy was prosecuted for the space of seventeen days 
without mtenuption, my cavalry daily marched a distance of twenty-three 
or twenty-four miles dunng the whole of that penod The enemy conti¬ 
nued in general twenty 01 thu tv miles in myfiont, hut then utmost efforts 
did not enable them to increase that distance 
Qn the 16th of Novembei I received information that the enemy in the 
morning of that day had made an attach on the cantonments of Futtvghur, 
but had been lepulsed by the tioops at that station I learnt also that he 
had aftei wards encamped undei the walls of the town of Funuckabad, 
and was obtaining money and supplies fiom the Patan inhabitants of that 
plate, who weie not untnendly to his cause I immediately formed the 
lesolulion to leave my infantry and baggage on the giound I then occu¬ 
pied in the neighbourhood of Balygunge, and endeavour to surprize the 
enemy on the morning of the 17th by making a forced march with my 
cavaliy during the night 

In this object T succeeded to the utmost of my hopes Though my oa- 
valiy had marched upwaids of thirty miles on the forenoon of the 16th, 
they pi oceeded nearly a similai distance m the course of that night, and 
suipiized the enemy at day-bieak the following morning 
The flies in the enemy’s camp, and the accurate information of my 
guides, conducted me immediately to the place which the enemy occupied 
My horsp artillery whom I had placed in fiont advanced upon their camp 
with a quick pace, and opened a most destructive hie The different legi- 
ments of cavalry instantly foimed in the ordei I had duected, and cjiaiged 
with the utmost impetuosity The enemy were quickly thrown into the 
utmost confusion Most of then houes were still at picket, and those 
mounted weie unable to oppose the least xesistance Great numbers wei e 
immediately killed, and the rest were dispersed and pursued over the ad¬ 
joining countiy with signal destiuction 

My despatches to your Lordship in Council on this occasion have al- 
leady conveyed the paiticulars of this affair I have now only to repeat 
the high sense I must ever enteitam of the unrivalled patience, activity 
and gallantly of those corps undei my immediate command, who followed 
up the enemy with such steady perseveiance, and ultimately achieved a 
success so brilliant and impoitant 

The occuirences of this day were peculiaily fortunate and satisfactory 
I had scarcely withdrawn my troops fiom the pursuit of the enemy when 
1 received the happy intelligence of a glorious victory obtained by the di¬ 
vision ot the army undei the command of Major-General Frazer over the 
mfantry and aitilleiy of the enemy in the neighbourhood of the fortress of 
Deig 

That ofbcei m pursuance of mi oiders had marched from Delhi on the 
5th of Novembei, and had come within sight of the enemy on the 12th of 
that month. It appeared to him evident that no time should be lost in 
attacking them, and he accoidmgly made the necessaiy arrangements to 
effect that important object on the following morning 
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The enemy had occupied a stiong position with then left upon the foi- 
tiess of Deig, and their right upon a walled village about four miles dis¬ 
tant The gieatest part of their front was piotectedby a moinsb, which 
was not passable, and then immense artillery was so stationed as to bear 
with its \ hole foice on that point where they wei e alone accessible A 
laige expanse of watei coveied the whole of then reai * 

Majoi-Geneial Fiazei resolved to storm the village on their light flank 
at an early hour next morning, and to follow up Ins attack fiom that 
quarter upon the enemy’s line His measures foi this puipose weic so 
wisely conceited and executed with such piomptitude, decision and corn age 
that at day-break the village was stoimed, and completely m his posses¬ 
sion 

Fiom the village the Major-General advanced upon the mam body ot 
the enemy, lus aimy foimed m two lines, with his lesmve and cavaliy so 
posted as effectually to protect his rear and cover his baggage The enemy 
weie soon thiown into gieat confusion, and successively dnven fiom eveiy 
position wheic they attempted to make a stand At length many weic 
forced into the lake, which extended along then leai, and there pensked , 
whilst the lemamdei sought refuge undei the walls of Deig, leaving then 
aitillery on the field of battle 

The Bntish army piosecuted its advantage close under the walls of the 
foit Whilst they weie in this situation the gams on, which consisted of 
the troops of the Rajah of Bhurtpoie, opened a heavy Are fiom the lain- 
paits, and this act ot tieacherous aggression, by covenng the flight of the 
enemy, preserved the remains of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s army from that 
destruction which otherwise they could not have escaped It was after¬ 
wards found that the Bhurtpore tioops had, during the whole of the action, 
been engaged on the side of the enemv 
After the action Major-General Frazer took up his position at the village 
which he had stormed at the commencement of the day, and brought into 
his park all the enemy’s artillery which the heavy lire from the fort had 
allowed him to cairy off the field This consisted of eighty-seven pieces 
of oidnance, tumbrils, ammunition, &c Besides these, begot possession 
of the gieatest part of the enemy’s baggage 
My despatches to your Lordship m Council relating to this event have 
fully expressed the admiration excited in my mind by the wise and heioic 
conduct of Majoi-Geneial Frazei and by the gallant exeitions of the 
offlceis and men under his command To these voui Lordship’s attention 
will, I doubt not, revert with the highest satisfaction 

My mind must ever associate with this victory sentiments of deep regiet 
for the fate of the biave Major-General Frazei Sonowfoi the eaily loss 
of so distinguished an officer can never cease to mix itself with the admira¬ 
tion his bulliant careei cannot fail to excite Your Lordship knows that 
he died of his wounds twelve days after the victoiy he had achieved He 
has left impieased on the minds of this aimy a conduct to be admued and 
an example to be imitated 


See Vol IV and hthogiaph plate accompanying the Volume 
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Aftei Majoi-Geneial Fiazer had received lilt, wound the command of the 
army devolved on the honourable Lieut -Colonel Monson, whose personal 
exeitions were on this occasion highly mentonous, and contubuted in a 
great degiee to complete the achievements of that memoiable day 

The victory at Deig and the victory at Fuiruckabad achieved so ueaily 
at the same tune pioduced a total alteration m the state of affairs m India 
Our enemy’s powei was at once neaily annihilated Instead of exciting 
the wonder of Hindostan and spieadmg ten or, and devastation with a 
numerous aimy, Jeswunt Rao Holkar became at once the reduced leader 
of a miserable multitude, without powei, without spirit, and without 
resource 

The wretched fugitives fiom the battle of the 17th of Noverabei weie 
pursued by me fiom Fuiruchabad to the Jumna, which they mossed at a 
foid in the neighbouihood of Muttra on the 23rd of Novembci, and fled 
to join then companions m disaster, who had obtained refuge within the 
walls of Deig 

I rejoined the division of the aiiny, which had been commanded by 
Majoi-Geneial Fiazer on the 28th of November at Muttra, where it had 
returned to deposit its wounded men, and to disencumbei itself of the 
prodigious tiain of oulnance which it had captured m the memorable battle 
of the 13th of Novembei 

As it appeared probable at this penod that the remains of Jeswunt Rao 
Kolkai’s foice would attempt to escape in theduection of Malwa, I trans¬ 
mitted oulers to Colonel Murray, who commanded at Oujem the foice 
alieady stated to have advanced from Guzerat to pioeeed m the direction 
of Kotah, and endeavoui to intercept the lemains of the enemy’s foice in 
then flight to that quaiter 

On the 1st of December I left Muttra with my whole aiiny, and pro¬ 
ceeded in the direction of Deig, detei mined to commence operations against 
that fortress, and at the same time to pursue to extremity the broken 
forces of the enemy in whatever dnection they might be disposed to pro¬ 
secute their flight 

The only support which lemamed to Jeswunt Rao Holkar in Hindostan 
was the Rajah of Bhurtpore, whose deseition of the alliance of the British 
Government is maiLed by such atrocious tieacheiy and ingratitude that 
his eaily punishment became a necessaiy act of exemplary justice 

My details on this subject will form the substance of a separate despatch 
to your Lordship 

I have the honour to bej &c 


A tiue Copy 
J Lumbden, 

Chief Sec to the Government 


Lake 
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Loid Castle) eag-h, Piesident of the Boaid of Conti oul, to the Mai guess 

Wellesley 

(Most Seciet) 

My DEAR Lord, Whitehall, March 4th, 1804 

The Bombay letteis of the 28th July, announcing the pio- 
bability of a ruptuie with the Mahiattas, induced me to lead 
ovei carefully oui negotiations with the Couit of Poonah, foi 
a senes of years, which fiom a vanety of othei mipoitant 
subjects piessmg upon my attention, I had till then omitted 
to do. 

The outline of the opinion I have been led to fonn upon 
this subject will be conveyed to youi Loidship m a despatch 
through the Seciet Committee, but I should not feel satisfied 
in diffenng fiom youi Loidship on some points of policy, as 
connected with the late tieaty, if I did not put you m posses¬ 
sion of the giounds upon which my opinions aie founded, 
I am mduced theiefoie without attempting to throw the sub¬ 
stance into the foim of a letter, to send you without reseive, 
my sentiments in the piecise foim m which they weie fiist 
thiown togethei, trusting to their being not less acceptable 
to your Loidship so conveyed, than if tiansmitted m a moie 
foimal shape 

I have the honoui to be, 

My deal Loid, with gieat regard, 

Youi faithful and obedient servant, 
Castlereagh 

\Endosure tn Loid Castlei eagh’s letter to the Mai quest Wellesley of the 
4th of Mai ch, 1804 ] 

The question now depending between the British power and the Mahrattas 
is one of great difficulty and impo] tance 
What directions it may be expedient ultimately to give from home must 
depend on the precise ibsug of the present discussions, whatever might 
have been originally wise as a rule of conduct may now require modifica¬ 
tion, with reference to events, to engagements , and to the collateral effects 
to be apprehended fiom any particular course we may take 
The next advices from India will probably ascertain whether the discus¬ 
sions have ended m actual war, in a jealous tiuce, still requiring the 
presence of a British aimy, or, in that appaient acquiescence on the part 
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of the Mahrattaa, which may lead the Governor-General to consider that 
the profesbed objects of the treaty have been accomplished, and induce him 
to return the troops (with the exception of the subsidizing force) to their 
1 espective cantonments 

It may be expedient m the meantime to examine—1st The abstract 
policy of what has been aimed at 2ndly How far it has been judiciously 
pursued , and 3dly Whethei the Governor-General has exceeded his legal 
authontj, or gone beyond the instructions, undei which, if his own autho¬ 
rity were inadequate, his powers weie derived 

1st As to the policy of a connexion with the Mahrattaa 
In consideung this question it is material to ascertain precisely what the 
natme of the connection is, at which we have aimed The professed end 
in view is, a defensive alliance and guarantee connecting the Mahrattaa 
with the Nizam and the Company, and through that league preserving 
the peace of India 

Although the appiehension of remote danger from French influence, 
acting through the Mahraita confederacy, is stated as a collateial object 
to be thus provided against, yet the main policy of the system, as relied 
upon, is, its pacific tendency 

On this ground it must principally be ti led, the British power m India 
is too liimly consolidated at this moment, and the prospect of attack from 
any quaitei too lemote to justify us m piudence in risking a war, with a 
view of providing dgainsl a dangei meiely speculative 
The British empiie m India may be consideicd (including allies and 
dependents) as compiehcnding nearly every thing in Hindostan (the Mah- 
ratta possessions excepted ) In addition to our old possessions m Bengal, 
and on the coast, recently stiengtliened by the treaties which have placed 
the whole of the Carnatic, and a large pioportion of Oude under our im¬ 
mediate administiation, we have by two wars, equally just and successful, 
bound up the entile of Mysore in oui dominions, and by a negotiation 
conducted with great ability and wisely undertaken, expelled French influ¬ 
ence from Hydeiabad, and connected the Nizam indissolubly with our 
interests 

Whatevei questions may have been hitherto raised on the justice of oui 
conduct towards ceitain dependent states, upon the policy of our measures 
(always dssummg them to be founded in justice) so far as concerns the 
consolidation of oui duthonty m the Carnatic, m Tanjore, and mOude, the 
leduction of the power ot Tippoo, and the intimate connexion established 
with the Ni/am, no well founded doubt can be enteitained 
Considering this as the well established sphere at this day of the Bntish 
power m India, the next step towaulsa close connexion with anothei 
power, and that power necessarily involved m the complicated relations of 
the Mahratta confederacy, is a question of critical and delicate policy 
The idea upon which the treaty of Bassem was concluded, seems origi¬ 
nally to have arisen out of, and to have been founded upon the connexion 
subsisting, previously to the conquest of Mysore, between the Company, 
the Mabrattas and the Nizam, by the treaty concluded 1790, at Foonab 
The object of this league was to watch and guard against the power of 
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Tippoo The treaty was defective, inasmuch as it did not specify, except 
with respect to the war then existing, the amount of foice which the 
allies were bound to furnish to each othei, noi did it tn teims bind their 
hens and successois, which led to cavils on the part of the Peishwa 

It gave us howevei, m Loid Cornwallis’s war ending in 1792, the advan¬ 
tage of consideiable succours both from the Nizam and the Peishwa 
against Tippoo 

Upon the peace of Seringapntam, Huny Puat pi eased Loid Cornwallis 
to let the Peishwa subsidize m future a coips of Bntish troops m like 
manner as the Nizam then did Whethei he was so authonzed by the 
Peishwa is not known 

Loid Corawallis, although the Mahratta Geneial uiged it stiongly 
(stating that to refuse was acting towaids them with less fiiendslnp than 
towaids the Nizam) declined the proposal, thinking it hazaidous to mix 
ourselves in the unsettled policy of the JVlahiatta states, and that the prin¬ 
ciples, upon which it had been thought wise to connect ourselves with the 
Nizam (regard being had to the resources and position of his dominions, 
and also to the hazaid of his being thrown into the hands of Tippoo, if 
not connected with the Company) did not apply to the state of Poonah, 
neither did he at that time think it essential to our general secunty, having 
materially 1 educed the powei of Tippoo, to aim at establishing a com¬ 
manding influence at Poonali 

Whethei an acquiescence in Huny Punt’s proposal would have guarded 
against the decay of the Peishwa’s power, which afterwards happened, it 
is difficult now to determine, but we find that, pieviously to the war of 
1798-9 against Tippoo, both the Peishwa and the Nizam weie so reduced 
in authority, the foimer by the ascendancy of Scindiah, the latter by a 
strong French faction in his army, as to rendei it veiy little probable, that 
the Company, m the event of a rupture with Tippoo, could hope to derive 
any efficient aid fiom the alliance 

The object of the Company was then to strengthen its allies, in oidei 
that they might be in a situation to fulfil their engagements , Scmdiah’s 
purpose was to weaken the Peishwa, and to get the power at Poonah into 
his own hands Hence arose a jealousy between Scindiah and the Com¬ 
pany, which produced a proportionate union of inteiest between him and 
Tippoo The numbei of French officers in the aimies of Scindiah, of 
Tippoo, and of the Nizam, rendered the danger very senous of a foimida- 
ble combination of the native powers against us supported by France 

In this state of things, Lord Wellesley wisely determined to use every 
expedient to revive our influence and authority both at the courts of 
Poonah and Hyderabad A Bntish force was offered the Peishwa to pro¬ 
tect his person and re-establish his government, and an augmentation of 
the subsidiary force was proposed to the Nizam 

Under a vanety of pretences, evidently resulting from a jealousy of our 
power, as well as that of Scindiah, our offer was declined by the Peishwa 
What then occurred u> noticed here pnncipnlly to maik the jealousy which 
even then disinclined the Peishwa to place himself m our hands, as well 
as to point out the stiong defensive policy, whuh warranted us to risk 
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much for the purpose of givng vigoui and consistency to tlie only 
alliance, on winch we could lechon, against the hostile confcdeiacjcWith 
which we were threatened 

The result was, that we dcnved no support fiom the Mahrattas m the 
lastMysoie war, our connection with the Nwam wri improved, the French 
foice in his Highness’s service finally destioyed, and a commanding 1 British 
coips established m its room 

The termination of the war m the conquest of Mysoie, and the absolute 
extinction of Fiencli influence in that quaitei of India, as well at at 
Hydeiabad, placed the Mahratta question cntnely on new giounds 

Hitherto, a connection with the Mahiattas had been sought as a defence 
against Tippoo and the Fienth influence generally The fall or Tippoo 
and the extinction of the Fienth party m Mysoie and Hydeiabad, leaving 
only what was to be found in Scindiah’s army, as any object of jealousy, 
put an end to the importance as a means of necessaiy and immediate secu¬ 
rity of a connection with the Mahi attas 

Fiom this time it could not be argued to be of piemng necessity The 
most that could be contended foi was, its being desuable on grounds of 
general expediency, and os tending to guard against 1 emote and con¬ 
tingent dangers, we were certainly justified in usking less to accom¬ 
plish it 

It was leasonable also to suppose, that m piopoition as oui power had 
been increased and consolidated, and as that of Tippoo was absolutely 
extinguished, the Mahrattas would enteitam additional jealousy of any 
subsidlaiv connection with us 

We find accordingly, after the peace, that upon the Pei&hwa being in¬ 
vited to accede to the tieaty of Hydeiabad, upon which condition we 
should have deemed him entitled to a ceitain shaie in the conqueied tei- 
ntoues, he declined the proposal evidently from indisposition to leceivc a 
Butish force within his dominions 

Between that penod and the treaty of Bassein, several attempts were 
made by us to induce him to entei into subsidiary engagements with us 
The same was proposed to the Rajah of Berai, and an opening left in the 
treaty of Hydeiabad of 1800, for fecindiah to accede on certain terms, but 
the connection was declined b/ all 

The Peishwa, when most oppiessed and in danger from Scindiah, pro¬ 
ceeded considerable lengths m entertaining the proposition of a subsidmy 
alliance, but always lesisted the idea of the subsidiaiv force being stationed 
within his dominions Even with this qualification, oui connection was an 
alternative which the Peishwa nevei latteily shewed any disposition to 
adopt, but under the pressure of extreme embanassment, and it n> even 
doubtful whether he was ever leally siucere in the piopositions he made, 
as his system invariably was to play off Scindiah and us against each 
other, and his overtures were geneially accompanied by some stipulation 
which he had reason to suppose would not be acceded to by the Governor- 
General. 

If the connection, after the fall of Tippoo, became of less pressing ne¬ 
cessity, doubts may be entertained of the policy of appealing to puisue 

VOL. V. X 
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the object with such uniemitting anxiety It will be necessary heieaftei 
to cjcarmne undei what cncumstances a Mahiatta alliance would 01 would 
not be desnable, but if the eaily conclusion of it was not of urgent itn- 
poitance to oui immediate secunty, it might peihaps have been moie 
successfully accomplished undei a system of moie tewive on oui pait 

The eagerness with which we appealed to pi ess oui connection upon all 
the lending states m succession, might natuially lead them to appiehend 
that we meant moie than we avowed, that oui object was ultimately to be 
masteis instead of allies, and that, having obtained eithei possession of, 01 
absolute influence ovei eveiy state, except the Malnattas, with whom we 
had been in connection, our object was to obtain a similar influence o\ei 
then councils 

Under whatevei estimate of our views it may have been foimed, the 
fact is indisputable, that a geneial lepugnance to the Butisli connection 
ontheteims pioposed univeisally pievailed amongst the gieat Mahratta 
poweis It was avoided by all as long as they had any choice It was 
only embiaced by the Peisliwa, when an exile fioin his dominions and the 
jealousy of it such as to have since led Holkai and Scmdiah to foiget their 
animosities, and to appeal disposed to league with the Rajah of Beiar 
against the Company and the Peishwa How long the Peisliwa will con¬ 
tinue faithful to engagements which weie couti acted fiom necessity and 
not fiom choice, in opposition to the othei Mahiatta states is yet to be 
seen 

The practical question to be consideied is, whethei an alliance foimed 
under such circumstances can rest upon any othei foundation than meie 
force, and if not, whethei the means by which it is to be upheld, are not 
destiuctive of its piofessed advantages 

Supposing Holkar, Scmdiah, and the Rajah of Berar adveroe, and the 
Peishwa acquiescent, but in his heait not coidially satisfied, can we expect 
that the subsidiaiy force alone will enable us to maintain oui influence at 
Poonah ? 

If such be the unqualified feeling of the Mahiatta states to a connection 
with us upon the punciples on which the piesent has been foimed, unless 
we aie piepaied to establish ouiselves by conquest m that quaitei of 
India, it seems necessaiy eithei to abandon the connection (if it can be 
abandoned consistent with a due legard to out engagements), or to mo¬ 
dify it (should such be practicable) so as to leconcile at least a proportion 
of the Mahratta states 

It appeals hopeless to attempt to govern the Mahiatta empue through 
a feeble and perhaps disaffected Peishwa The military power of the state 
of Poonah is at present inconsiderable 

It may be said the military power of the Peishwa under our piotection 
may be consolidated and restoied, and other states may be gradually ie- 
conciled to the alliance Both these results may be possible, but the 
true question is, whether they are probable m such a degiee, and whethei 
they are likely to occui within such a leasonable period of time, and to be 
accomplished with so little hazard of expeuce as to make it politic to per- 
seveie against piesent opposing difficulties > Is the future effect likely to 
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add bo much to our prospects lu point of spcunty and tianquillity as to 
counterbalance the immediate inconveniencies of wui with the several 
Mahiatta poweis ? 

In examining this, the motive to alliance must be leveitcd to, whatcvei 
may be the disposition amongst the Mahratta states to plundei each otliei* 
they have hitheito lespected our temtoiy They have seldom even levied 
contubutions on the Nizam, notwithstanding the disputed claims foi 
Choute, &c since his close connection vvitn us 
The Mdhrattas have nevei in any mstance commenced hostilities against 
us 11 hen, by taking part m then intei nal disputes vve have been at war 
with any of the Mahratta states, they have always availed themselves of 
the fiist opemng foi peace, and have shewn foibearance and humanity to 
a Butish mmy, more than once, when in difficulty So far then as past 
expenence goes, theie seems no special ground to appiehend futuie 
danger fiom the Mahrattas The French officers m Scindiah’s army are 
just objects of jealousy, and their mixing themselves in the affairs of the 
native powers must be watched, and be mattei of alai m m proportion to 
the degiee in which it takes place, and as those states aie neat to, 01 
iemote fiom oui possessions, but this alone cannot rendei the alliance 
piudent, nor is this danger at present of a magnitude to call for the adop¬ 
tion of a system, otherwise o± dubious policy 
As far as the Mah atta intei ests at e concet tied , what motive can they 
have m acquiescing in the ostensible head of then empue being placed m 
oui hands ? 

Whatevei vve may hold out to leconcile the Peishvva to the alliance, and 
liowevei we may piofess to ipspect lus independence in the management 
of his own intei nal affau s, we cannot deny that in fact as well as m ap- 
peaiance, whilst a Butish army is at Poonah, he can be consuleicd in no 
othei light than as politically dependent on us 

The Mahratta contentions between the leading states have been chiefly 
for influence at Poonah To obtain this, Holkai attacked Scmdiah 
Having been deprived of this, Scmdiah abandoned the Peishvva, and seems 
prepaied to join his gieatest enemy The same motives which befoie 
opposed them to each other now oppose them both to us, and the Beiai 
Bajah, peihaps with views to supplant the Peishvva, and with common 
feelings of jealousy joins the confedeiacy 
What will leconcile them to a diffeient course ? To talk to them of 
the advantage of our guaiantee foi preseivmg the peace of Hindostan, 
assumes that the genius of then government 16 indtistnous and pacific, in¬ 
stead of being predatoiy and wailike , noi is it to be expected that inde¬ 
pendent states, especially of the description m question, can feel any 
disposition to make us, oi any other great power, an ai Inter of then 
destiny 

We not only place the Peishvva as a prey out of then reach, but we de¬ 
clare oui purpose is to prevent them from plundei mg each other They 
wish to be unrestrained in carrying their arms wherever they can 
deuve advantage Temporary distress may make them in their turn 
accept our suppoit Were it given os a tempoiary assistance it would 
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frequently besought toi, and, as fai as tlicu means would go, puidfoi, 
but when it is to be guen pei manently, ox not at all, it will only be 
accepted when no otliu lesouice lcmams It will be avoided by each 
state exempt by the pi essiiic, when the dungei is gone by it will be dis- 
iclibhed by the state which has submitted to it, and ultimately we must 
eithci alter the genius of the vanous states, 01 lely upon oui aims alone 
foi the preservation of oui authouty 

To ann at a connection with the JMahiatta poweis on these grounds is, 
to say the least, extienielv hazaulous It is evidently against the grain 
It may be difficult and expensive to be established, not less so to be 
maintained, and as it must, when accomplished, retit on out authontq and 
arms, rathei than the disposition of oui allies, it must piactically operate 
as an extension of oui own dominions 

Such a result we disavow as oui object In principle, as well as in 
policy, we are bound by the laws of the land to abstain from it, and it 
ceitainly would be a liazaidous pioject to emhaik m the management of 
this half-civilized people, in addition to the widely-extended empne of 
which we are now possessed If we are not piepaied to contemplate such 
a purpose, we should avoid being gradually led into a course ot measures, 
the tendency of which leads to such a lesult as their natural consequence 
Is theie then no connection with any of the Mahratta states, at which 
in policy we should aim ? 

It does not follow because an alliance, which places a Butish foicc in 
immediate contact with a weak Mahiatta power, and that powei the su¬ 
preme head of the empire, in opposition to the will of all the stronger 
states, is unwise and dangerous, that no relation can be established be¬ 
tween the Butish power and certain states of that empire, which may have 
a tendency to protect oui interests against such dangers as might otheiwise 
an scffom, or operate thi ough, that confedeiacy 
It maj, however, be asscited, that to be either safe or useful, it must 
be foirned on a bioadei basis than the piesent, and as the Butish power, 
from its magnitude, must now have become a moie natuial object of 
jealousy to the Mahiatta states tlidn any othei, it is not piobable that any 
considerable poition of the Mahiatta confedeiacy will be disposed to con¬ 
nect themselves with us, unless we can present to them that connection m 
a shape less inconsistent with then natural piopensities and independence 
than the late treaty 

When jealousy is once strongly aioused, any airangement is become of 
moie difficulty Whether it might have been feasible, must remain matter 
of speculation, but I can conceive, if Holkar and Scindiah had been suf¬ 
fered to reduce each other, before a tieaty had been proposed to the 
Peishwa, that a broader connection might have been foimed, especially if 
the introduction of the British force to be subsidized into the dominions 
of our allies had not been made a sine quit non 
It may be said, if the tieaty had not been pushed with the Peishwa when 
at B&ssein, he might have refused it afterwards, possibly so, but it may 
be doubted whether the treaty so obtained was a benefit 
The benefit as well os the necessity of a» Mahratta connection has for 
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the last four yeais been in my conception always ovenated The import¬ 
ance of not taking the whole of the burthen upon ourselves of restoung 
the Peislnva, appears to have been stiongly felt by Lord Wellesley, and he 
accordingly after the conclusion of the tieaty wished to hold back, and 
leave Holkai and Scindiali to weaken and 1 educe each other, but as the 
treaty could not be concpalcd fiom Scindiali and the other powers, the 
success of this course depended upon then sentiments with lespect to the 
treaty itself Our tioops, however, were moved fonvaid by Loid Clive’s 
oiders, befbie the lesult could be distinctly asceitamed 

Perhaps our safest line would have been to have received the Peiahwa 
hospitably, to have piofossed a disposition to assist the othei Mahratta 
powers in repi easing Holkar’s rebellion, and restoring the Peishwn to the 
Musnud, piovided wc found his Highness and his allies weie disposed to 
connect themselves in interest with us 

Had we remained with oui army on the fiontiers, pledged to neither 
party, and in a position to assist eithei, oui aid must have been an object 
of competition to both 

Neither had any claim upon us, and consequently neithei (whatevei 
might be our opiniou of the ments of tlieir cause) had any light to expect 
our assistance without an equivalent In postponing any ucgociation with 
the Peishwa, till he could lieat m conjunction with Scindiah, we should 
have been able moie coirectly to estimate the giounds upon which we 
weie proceeding 

It is probable the Peishwa and Scindiah united, could not have dis¬ 
lodged Holkai fiom Poonali without oui aid It so, it lay upon them to 
offei terms to us But then, in treating with the Peishwa and Scindiah 
conjointly, wc left the Peishwa m Scindiah’s hands as befoie And why 
not? Our motive for interfeience was uot auy piin< lple of attachment to 
the Peishwa or any claim he had upon us It was with a view of establish¬ 
ing an influence in the Mahiatta empue, calculated to impiove oui general 
secunty and pieserve the tranquillity of India This could alone be 
effectually accomplished by a substantial and not a nominal connection, 
which Scindiah and the Peishwa united might amount to, but not the 
Peishwa singly 

The mistake appears to have been, the following up too stuctly the 
policy acted upon before the fall of Tippoo Then we weie obliged to 
endeavour to take the Peishwa out of Scindiah’s hands, inasmuch as the 
lattei, with a view of stiengtbcmng himself at Poonah, leant to Tippoo 
and against us Had we ou the picsent occasion not manifested any par¬ 
ticular jealousy of Scindiah, hut expiessed a willingness to teceroepio- 
posah for connecting oui selves with both, and limited oui views to what 
would sti eng then us, without eithei in appeal ance or in fact making them 
instruments m our hands, I see no leaaon (if practicable at all) why a 
tieaty with both might not have been made 

The mam advantage of the tieaty of Bassem I take to be, the incieased 
footing it gives us in the Guzerat Our position at Poonali, abstiactedly 
considered, appears to me moie calculated to weaken our influence ovei 
the othei states than to sti engthen us by the powei to be found there, and 



3 TO LORD CASTLEREAGII TO Maich, 

I should (as at piesent informed) much pitfei having the auhsidiaiy fmec 
stationed at certam positions within oui own tenitoncs than stationed in 
those of oui ally 

Had we concluded subsidiary engagements with both the Pcishwa and 
Scindiah, obaimng the Iaidad as now m the quaitei of Guzerat, the troops 
never to be moved into tbe temtoues of eithei state, except upon r equisi- 
tion, we should have obtained an increase of force and terntoiy m oui 
weakest quarter The light to call foi this foice would have laised these 
states in the soale of the Mahratta powers, without exposing them to oui 
unsolicited intei feience, and as all our subsidiaiy engagements have bepn 
made with a leserve as to the application of the troops again D t ceitain 
powers named, we should have possessed a salutaiv influence in the coun¬ 
cils of our allies not incompatible with their independence 

The history of our own connections in India affords instances of both 
descnptions of alliances By the tieaty of 1768 with the Nizam, explained 
by Lord Cornwallis's lettei in 1789, weweie bound to furnish to his 
Highness two battalions of Sepoys, and six pieces of cannon, when called 
upon so to do, but not otherwise The tieaty of 1798 encreased the sub¬ 
sidiaiy force to six battalions, and that of 1800 to eight battalions, to be 
stationed within the Nizam's dominions 

The foimer principle of connexion appears most suited to i emote and 
independent states Tile latter to a powci which circumstances have neaily 
mcoipoiated in policy and interest with our own 

The foimer appears to me to be alone applicable to any portion of the 
Mahiatta empire, consideiation being had to its composition and natuie, 
and also to our position with lespect to it The latter under the cncum- 
stances was wisely applied to the Nizam, substituting British in the room 
of Fiench influence, and thi owing the shield of oui authonty ovei that 
state, incapable in itself of presetving its temtoues against the continual 
incursions of the Mahrattas 

It may be said, had the Peishwa and Scindiah met, they would have 
declined all peimanent connection with us Supposing this to have been 
the case, theie weie othei courses opeu to us, without suppoiting an usui- 
pei in opposition to the Peishwa We might either in conjunction with 
the Biyah of Beiar have offeied a disinterested mediation , and thereby dis¬ 
pelled much of the alaim that had giown up, as to our views, oi, if we 
preferred co-operating with Scindiah in the restoration of the Peishwa 
without any permanent alliance we might have obtained, I have no doubt, 
an ample territorial indemnity in the quartei of Guzerat for oui sej vices, 
as well as our expences At all events, in pieberving an army of observa¬ 
tion on the fiontier, and not mixing oui selves in Mahratta politics, except 
upon sure grounds, if we gamed no moie than securing oui own teintoiy, 
as well as that of our ally the Nizam from insult, we escaped war, whilst 
the Mahiatta poweis wasted then stiength 

I cannot but doubt the policy of oui making from the outset the Peishwa 
our only, oi even our main object The determination to take him out 
of the hands of Scindiah was, fiom the fiist appaient, if not avowed, and 
fiom that moment, it Scindiah could save himself by ncgociation with 
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his opponents, he had evciy inducement to throw himself into the scale 
against us 

Hib doing so, lendeied oui success without a wai extiemely doubtful, 
and moie than any othei cucumstancc lendeied the Peisliwa’s fidelity to 
oui alliance piecanous 

It leuiains to be consideied whethei, as has been suggested, the Go- 
veinoi-Geneial has exceeded his powcis, and lastly, what mstiuctions 
should now be given fiom hence foi the futuie legulation of his conduct. 

The fiist question depends on his powcis —1st Undei the 42d section 
of the act of 1793 2ndly Undei lus mstiuctions fiom home of the 10th 
of Septcmbci 1800, and 4th of Deccmbei of the same yeai • 

The law cleaily gives him no nuthonty to conclude any ticaty binding 
the Company to guarantee the temtoiies of any btate, except that state 
shall at the same tune bind itself to suppoit the Company m a war then 
actually existing, oi in the case of piepaiations then making for wai 
against the Company It has not been alledged that Holkai, when this 
ticaty was made, had eithei committed, oi meditated hostilities against 
us oi oui allies , the treaty of Bassemwas tlierefoie cleaily not within the 
scope of the 42d clause 

The next question is under his mstiuctions The mstiuctions were 
neccssaiily geneial The piccisc couise puiBued in acting upon them 
may m policy be questioned, but I think the Goveinoi-Geneial, as far as 
poweis go is cleaily home out in what he lias done, lcgard being had to 
the tenoi of those mstiuctions, coupled with the lecordcd pioceedings of 
lus negotiations at the couit of Poonah, of which the Government at home 
vveic fiom time to time put in possession, and winch when acquiesced in, 
might bcfanly conbidcied by him as appiovcd of, and consequently lllus- 
tiativc of those oidcis 

The oi dels specifically appioved of a subsidiaiy tieaty with the Peishwa 
snmloi to that of the Nizam 

They enjoined a laige subsidiary foice as indispensable, and assumed 
that the Peishwa must tacitly i enounce his independence 

In the lcttei of the 4th of Decemoer it is stated, that if by any auange- 
ment not likely to lead to hostilities, the Peibhwa could be relieved from the 
influence of Scindiah, it would be highly desnable, &c &c 

In that of the 10th of September, the Go vcinoi-General’s plan for esta¬ 
blishing a subsuliaiy foice at Poonah is appioved of Caution is lecoin- 
mended in leneicing the negotiation, except at the instance of the 
couit of Poonah, or at a ensis, when there can be no doubt of the 
proposition being accepted 

Now, although the alliance under a leasonable appi ehension of hostilities 
is not authorized, yet it would be too much to suppose that it could be 
concluded without any usk being mcuned, particulaily as it was declared 
and cleaily undei stood, that nothing but the last necessity would induce 
the Peishwa to sign such a tieaty, and the object being to dispossess Scin¬ 
diah of his influence at Poonah, his opposition could not but be expected 
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In July 1800, the Peisliwa fearing that his person might be seized by 
Snndiah, vested ceitain peisons with the power of signing a tieaty for 
him 

In this event of the flight 01 seizrne of the PeiBhwa, Lord Wellesley 
oldeied the Resident to conclude a subsidiary treaty with him, or those 
authorized on hia part, also the British troops to occupy the Mahratta 
distncts south of the Kistna 

Tills was a stronger case of risk than the present, as Scmdiah then must 
have been forcibly duvcn fiom Poonali, whereas the state of his own affans 
lately alfoi ded some prospect of his co-operation, and the chance of a 
ruptuie was more with Holkai an adventuier than with the established 
feudatories of the Mahratta empiie 

Eaily in May of the same yeai, Loid Wellesley authorized the Resident 
at Poonah to conclude a seciet tieaty with the Pcishwa, m which the 
Company weie to engage to compel Scmdiah to remove fiom the Deccan, 
and also to bind themselves to maintain the Peibhwa in his just lights and 
authonty over that chief, and ovei the other acknowledged feudatories of 
the empire, the Nizam and Rajah of Beiai, to be at libeity to accede 
The latter is even a stiongei proceeding In both these cases Scmdiah 
was to be neeessanly opposed In the lattci absolutely foiced Whereas 
pieviouslv to the treaty of Bassem oui inteifeience was solicited by all 
pai ties 

It is not heie the question whethei the negotiation was judiciously con¬ 
ducted, or whether the treaty in itself was the mqst advisable one that 
could have been framed under the cncumstances It is only meant in this 
part of the aigument to state, that in the position wherein the Mahratta 
states then weie placed with relation to each othei, no ciisis could have 
been found moie propitious to the foimation of a connexion if under 
any cncumstances it were attainable 
It is also contended, that under the words of his instructions and the 
mode in which he had acted under them on the above occasions with the 
acquiescence of the Government at home Lord Wellesley might reasonably 
considei himself as authorized to puisue the couise he took 
Whatevei theiefoie theie may be to ciiticize in lespect to the policy 
aimed at, oi the management of the negotiations, it cannot well be con¬ 
tended that Loid Wellesley’s conduct should be called in question, as 
having acted in bleach of the instiuctions sent him 
Before we pioceed to apply the punciples heietofore laid down to the 
existing case, oi to considei what oiders it may be advisable to send from 
hence, it is material to mark, that the objections above-stated aie not 
against any and every description of Mahiatta connexion but against that 
which gives us the Peishwa aloue, whilst it commits us in hostility with 
the thiee gieatest militaiy poweis of the empiie 
It is also considered that no alliance winch does not give us a majonty 
of the prepondeiating chiefsof the confedeiacy in cordial connexion with 
us can in the long lun prove of advantage, inasmuch as such an alliance 
will occasion frequent lccurience to aims> aud place the discontented 
states more in a situation to be tampered with by Fiance 
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That there it uo reason, certainly none from experience, to suppose an 
alliance can ever be foimed with the Mahrattas by a European power on 
principles destructive of the independence of any leading - state, but more 
especially of the ostensible head of the Mahratta confederacy without 
making - all the other povteis enemies, and even occasioning the fidelity of 
the allied state to be piecanous 

That the Mahiatta confedeiacy, though the power of the Peibhwais 
imperfectly defined, and feebly maintained, is yet so far a body politic as 
to make the acts of each membci a matter of common concern to all 

That Lord Wellesley when he looked to treat secretly foi the expulsion 
of Sciudiah fiom Poonah m terms recognized a paiamount power to 
reside in the Peishwa over Scindiah and the other Mahratta chieftains 
This paramount authonty as head of the empire, and not his individual 
stieugth, could never have suggested the pohey of looking principally to 
the Peishwa’s connexion 

If that be the case, it is impossible to contend that the Peishwa can 
treat and act as a sepaiate and independent state, and whilst he letains 
and asserts his authonty ovei the Mahiatta feudatones, submit himself in 
the management of his external concerns in a gicat degiee to a foreign 
powei If he does so act, he must do it at his peiil, and the othei states 
will natuially considei how those acts aie likely to affect then security or 
independence 

An alliance with the Peishwa and Scindiah jointly undei the cncum- 
stances which took place subsequent to the defeat of the confederate 
forces before Poonah, perhaps might have been formed upon the basis of 
stationing the subsidiary foice within orn own teintones, liable to be 
called on under certain conditions by each power in proportion as it con- 
tubuted the funds towaids its maintenance and suppoit, not rcstncting 
either to a communication with us, befoie he concluded any tieaty , foi 
such stipulation wheie it is not lecipiocal, is upon the face of it an abro¬ 
gation of independence, but tiusting that and every othei question which 
might touch oui interests to the legitimate influence giadually arising 
out of a connexion framed with a view to suppoit and not extinguish the 
authority of the othei contiacting party, and also to the known and ac¬ 
knowledged power of the British ni ms, which it could never be then wish 
or their interest to pi ovoke 

If an alliance framed on piinciples compatible with the feelings of a 
large proportion of that empire could not be formed undei the cucum- 
stances which then pi evailed, when so many parties had the strongest 
motives foi cultivating oui support, it may be doubted whether a Mahiatta 
connexion is to be accomplished on any grounds shoit of subjugation 
To subdue the Mahiatta cmpne would be (if at all practicable) to charge 
ourselves with an incumbrance, and to bring oui selves in contact with 
neighbours much nioic troublesome, it would be sacrificing a toleiable 
barrier foi one infinitely moie pieearious, and it must never be forgot, 
that were oui object accomplished, of placing a subsidiaiy foice of equal 
strength with that which the Peishwa is to lcceive under the tieaty of 
Ba&bcin, in the dominions of each of the loui gieal militaiy chieftains of 
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the coufedeiacy, we should be only pennanently extending oui native 
foite to the amount of 24,000 men, without auy assurance that the cinpue 
at home can spare us, that additional pi opoi tion of Em opean foi ce, which, 
whethei actually making a pait of the subsidiaiy coips 01 not, ought 
always invdiiably to accompany eveiy enciease of oui Indian aimy 

Success theiefoie whethei in wai, or in negotiation, so long as we aie 
forcing, and not inviting tins alliance T howevei, foi the time it may give 
a lustie to our authonty, can only embaik us m difficulties, fiom which 
it may be embairassmg to lecede 

The Butish empue in India contains above fifty millions of inhabitants, 
it pioduces a revenue of above thnteen millions steiling ayeoi, encicabing 
with the geneial piospenty of the countiy at this moment lapidly advan¬ 
cing undei the mild and beneficent adnnmstiation of the Company Oui 
legulai aimy native and Euiopean, on its peace establishment amounts to 
115,000 men, a foice capable ot immediate extension in time of wai 
With such an empnc a Malnatta connexion may be a vciy good thing, if 
it can be had without mixing ns too deeply in their internal distui bonces, 
01 leading to an extension of dominion beyond oui purpose, but we aie 
too strong to ieqime it Oiu wisest policy is to place oui dependence in 
that quaitei, on the consolidation and improvement of what we alieady 
possess On the steady application of our lesouices to the reduction of 
our debt, and approaching every native powei possessed of and valuing its 
independence, with offeis of alliance and connexion (when any such aie 
to be made) on grounds really compatible with that independence, trust 
to the fuends which such a couise of conduct will make foi us in the 
hour of trial, it being little probable that any competitoi foi eastern 
dominion can depuve us of oui shaie of alliances when the danger is at 
hand, unless we oui selves by a mistaken couise of policy lay the giounds 
befoie he appioaches 

It has not been a matter of choice, but of necessity, that our existence 
in India should pass fiom that of tiadeis to th it of soveicigns If we had 
not, the French would long since have taken the lead in India to our ex¬ 
clusion 

In the various contentions foi power, in which oui secunty was at the 
same time leolly involved, we have nsen to an extent of possession and 
authonty which can no longei be safely peimitted to lest on any othei 
foundation than oui own mtimsic strength, events have lattcily acccle- 
iated oui piogtess so much as m itself (the rathei as most political tians- 
actions will admit of question) to give on lmpiession, with respect to 
our policy, which, if heightened, may be pioductive of senous embarrass¬ 
ment to our interests both at home and abioad, without being disposed to 
admit, or in truth feeling, that the tenor of our administration in India 
has been otherwise than highly honouiable to the national character, I think 
it is material, having alieady accomplished so much in point of powei and 
glory, that we should now be studious to give to our councils a complexion 
of moderation and foibeaiance, trusting, a& we may safely do, the pieser- 
vation of our Indian possessions to the lesources abundantly contained 
within our piebent hmits 
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In dcteimining - what it may be advisable to do, undei piescnt cucum- 
stanccs, it is necessaiy to decide to what extent we aie bound andpiepaied 
to suppoit the tieaty of Basscm 

Loid Wellesley from the outset declared Ins detcnmnation not to pei- 
scvcie in the couneetion it the Peishwa’s conduct was such as to pio\e him 
averse and faithlesb to the alliance 

His Lordship also lebolved not to foice the restoration of the Peishwa 
(ontrary to the feelings and inclinations of the majority of the immediate 
jaggecidais and feudatones of the Poonali state 

Should the conduct of the Peisliwa have become such as to induce the 
Goveinoi Gencial to considei the alliance dissolved undei the tieaty of 
Basscm, the Butisli Government will have an undoubted claim to ictain 
the temtoncs ceded by Ins Highness till he shall have fully dibchaiged 
the cxtiaoidinaiy expense incmied m replacing him on the musnud 

In case the Peishwa shall have perfonued lua pait of the tieaty, he is 
entitled to oui suppoit, and having guaianteed lus dominions m good 
faith mid chaiactei, we aie bound to defend and maintain him on the 
inubuud 

The treaty itself may be considered as consisting of two paits, the 
fust affecting the immediate interests of the Peishwa, the second pnnci 
pally affecting our own, the foimei, unless modified with his Highness’s 
concuncnce, we aie bouud to adhcie to, the lelaxation of the lattei de¬ 
pends puncipnlly on ouiselves, and can meet with little difficulty on lus 
pait 

The 3id and 17th articles* aie obvious points of jealousy to all the 
Mahratta states, and fiom foimei evpeuencc of the Peibhwa’b reluctance 
to the leccivmg a submhanj Joicc within his dominions, the tluid article 
is not likely to be in tiuth more acceptable to him 

The 12th article also deserves consideration which binds the Peishwa 
to accept our aibitration in all disputes with the othei poweis If the 
leasonmg contained in the foimei pait of these notes is light, doubts 
may be entertained of the policy of a connection with the Poonah state, 
which is necessanly calculated to mix the Bntibh Government so inti¬ 
mately in Mahratta politics, and must in appeal ance render the Peishwa 
absolutely dependent on us 

As far as relates to aibitiating the diffeiences between the Nizam and 
the Peishwa as allies of the Company, we weie bound to contend for it 
iindci the treaty of Hydciabad of 1800, but beyond this, having piovided 
that our troops weie not to be employed against any of the pnncipal 
brunches of the Mahiatta empue, it would peihaps be better not to stipu¬ 
late for a light, which being general, may alarm other states, and cannot 
be very acceptable even to the Peishwa himself, but rather to rely for the 
means of icgulating liib conduct upon pacific principles on thegiounds 
we shall have to withhold the subsidiary force in cases wlieie the Peishwa 
maybe deemed the aggiessoi, than upon a positive light of aibitiation in 
all cases binding upon him 


face vol in Appendix, page 627 
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Without therefoie tailing m the spmt of our obligations to thePeibhna, 
we have the means of alteung so fai the choiactei of the treaty as to re¬ 
store lus Highness to a state of moic ostensible independence, and to give 
to the alliance less the aspect ot aiming at an mteifcience in Maluatta 
affairs 

Much of my doubt upon the policy of any Mahratta connection, how¬ 
ever modified, anses from an appi ehension of its tendency to involve us 
too much in the endless and complicated distractions of that tuikulent 
empire Much of my difficulty would be removed by oui connection 
being so far simplified as to confine it to a mere suppoi t upon 1 eqmsition, 
and that claim of support necessanly qualified by the pimciples which 
strictly belong to every defensive alliance We should then always have 
a good plea foi keeping out of discussion, which appeared to us foieign 
to the pi mciples of out alliance, we should equally derive all the advan¬ 
tages connected with the late cessions, and being less pledged to mtei- 
feience, we should perhaps be in a situation to e\eicise a moi e beneficial 
influence than we can do by making ourselves absolute paitits , in which 
light we must be consideied so long as the subsidiaiy foice is at Poonak 
and the Pcishwa actually in oui hands 

The object of the late tieaty has been to obtain a complete and com¬ 
manding influence, to render this at all secure fi om interruption and 
contest, our authority must be intioduced upon similai punciples into 
other leading Mahratta states The accomplishment of this seems little 
probable if desirable, and the reasons foi not thinking it desirable have 
been already stated 

The objections to forming a subsidiary connection with the Mahratta 
states upon the modified plan herein proposed appear less serious, as it 
throws less weight of management and interference upon us, whilst in 
its nature it is less calculated to excite the lesentment and jealousy of 
powers not included in the alliance, the stipulations may be fulfilled 
without so large an extension of out native foi ce, but even upon this 
punciple it ought not to be coined beyond what appeals absolutely leqm- 
site to unite some propoition of the confederacy in intei est with us, as I 
am satisfied the limited number of men that can be obtained in Euiope 
for geneiol seivice m the piesent state of oui manufactures and com¬ 
merce, and the extended scale on which it will be thought nccessoiy 
heieafter to provide for our home defence, lendeis it hopeless-to n.im at 
obtaining for India a larger establishment of King’s tioops. 

In any modification of the tieaty of Basseiu upon the principles above 
suggested, it is of great importance to guard against any impression cal¬ 
culated to make the Nizam discontented with the tieaty of Hyderabad of 
1800 

This cannot be difficult to -manage The Nizam has a dnect interest 
in the subsidiary force bemg so stationed as effectually to cover his domi¬ 
nions fiom Maluatta mansions, it will be easy to make him feel the 
policy of modifying our connection with the Oourt of Poonah, the head 
of the Mahratta confederacy, so as to occasion less jealousy in the othei 
states, and as war always augments his expenses, as our ally, he will 
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have the same mtcicst in the adoption of mcasuics tending to allay the 
uneasiness of the otliei Mahiatta poweis which we out selves have 

The object to be anned at should be, to place the alliance with the 
Court of Poonah, as ncaily as may be, on the footing of oui connection 
with the Ni/am previous to 179S,* letainiiig howevei the assigned lands 
as a pciinancnt piovision foi a pcimancnt foice to be held always dis¬ 
posable for the piotection of the Peishwa, although not stationed within 
his dominions, and it appeals to me that so fni fioin encouraging 01 
wishing the Pcishwa to ordei this foice fiequently and without adequate 
necessity to entei his terntoiy, that the object of the Resident at Poonah 
should be to discouiagc as much ab possible lus applying foi it, when its 
scivices can be dispensed with, and wlienevci the seivice is pcifoimcd on 
which it is icquiicd, that it should be om endeavow to have it letuined 
to its station with the least possible delay 

Such is the course of management which appeals to me best calculated 
to sti eng then our influence not only at Poonah, but m the othei Mahiatta 
Coiuts between this, and a system of authonty founded on foice, and not 
likely to be effected without continual struggles, I apprehend theie is 
no safe medium 

Whethci this alteration of oui engagements with the Peiahwa had 
better be made a matter of general negotiation at the peace w r ith the 
Mahiatta states, or at once settled between the Peishwa and the Company, 
must be judged of on the spot, in the foimer case, it may lead to some 
equivalent anangements on the pait of oui enemies, in the latter, it 
would beat less the complexion of a concession, whilst it would probably 
nauow matcually the points at issue with the othei povveis 

Oui first object then seems to be, to fulfil our engagements to the 
Peishwa, our second, to altci to a ceitam degree the natuie of oui con¬ 
nection with that state A third consideiation is, what steps we aie 
called upon to take in consequence of the part which the othei Mahiatta 
powers have acted on the present occasion, paiticulaily Scmdiah and the 
Berar Rajah, Holkai by the last accounts not having as yet joined the 
confederacy 

Whatevei might have been their natural motives of jealousy, their con¬ 
duct has throughout been marked by the utmost duplicity They appear 
to have taken their measures for war whilst they were piofessing friend¬ 
ship 

They did not lemonstrate against the tieaty of Basscin, on the con- 
traiy, Scmdiah disclaimed any puipose of disturbing it, and declared he 
did not consider it to contain any stipulation inconsistent with his inter¬ 
est , the evidence we had of orders given by Scmdiah to his chiefs on the 
Bengal frontier clearly maiks that his inteiview with the Beiar Rajah, 
and the menacing posture taken by then united forces immediately on 
tlic Nizam’s tcmtoi cs, was a prelude to hostilities 


* The nse and progress of an alarming French force at Hyderabad, 
annihilated by the Governor-General in 1798, shews the imperfection of 
such an arrangement,— [Ed June, 1837 ] 
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Not having demanded explanation, noi made anv attempt to settle the 
question by amicable negotiation, but haung on the contiaiy puisucd a 
course of equivocation and deceit, we are wan anted m consideiing them 
as aggicssois 

In this case we aie entitled to demand fioni them (subject to piuden- 
tial cousideiations) indemnity foi the expenses incuiied by us and our 
allies in the war, in the application howcvei of this light, it would be 
highly unadvisable to piotiact the wai in the hope of obtaining such 
letnbution 

Pecumaiy compensation is very much out of the question with such 
states, they have little tieasiuc and less ciedit, and any secunty given on 
lands is only keeping alive a question of litigation between them and us 
if orn successes aie such as to place within our reach any concession on 
their pait without piotiacting the contest Bettei take it in borne abso¬ 
lute and unqualifaed suirender than anything connected with npiotracted 
settlement, and if the sunendei is of a temtonal description, it is de¬ 
sirable that it should be some point of value lather as a means of secunty 
to oui existing possessions than selected with a view to their extension 
The expelling the Fiench now in the seivice of Scmdiah is ceitainly a 
consideiable object, and one to which the Goveinoi-Geneial’s attention 
appeals alleady earnestly duected As fai as my means of infoimation 
go I should conceive Baioach in the Guzeiat belonging to Scindiah, and 
Cuttack to the Rajah of Beiai, would be the points of most impoitance 
to insist on, as tending to deny to European intrigue then best channels 
of mtei com se with the native powers 
The object howeven-of most impoitance will be, to bung the wai to an 
end as eaily as is consistent with our good honour and good faith Ex¬ 
tension of teintory not being our puipose, we have nothing to gam fioni 
the contest, whilst it suspends all oui views to the reduction of debt, &.c 

Castle rlaoii 


Majoi-Geneial JFellesley’s Obseivations on the pi ecedmg Document 

As the autlioi of obseivations* oil Malnatta affairs does not appeal to 
me to have viewed the policy of the tieaty of Bassem in the light in which 
I have viewed it, and as I conceive that much of his lessoning upon the 
subject is to be attributed to his eironeous view in my opinion of the poli¬ 
tical state of India at the time the treaty was made, I deem it necessary to 
advert shortly to the political situation of the great powers in India at 
different periods in which any impoitant change has taken place smee the 


* The “ Obseivations” of Loid Castlereagh were sent by the Goiernoi- 
General to diffeient persons in India foi their opinion theieon, and in 
order that the subject might more fieely be discussed, the name of the 
writei was not disclosed — [Ed ] 
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peace of Seimgapatam, before I pioceed to coosulei the amendments to 
the tieatv of Bassem which have beeu proposed 

In the consuleiation of all questions of Indian policy, it is necessary to 
extend 0111 vicwfc beyond those povveis immediately possessing temtoiy 
It is well known that the French have nevei ceased to look to the le- 
estabhshnient of then powei in India, and although they possess no ter- 
ntoiv themselves on the continent, they have at all times had some 
influence in the councils of the diffeient native povveis, and sometimes 
gieat powei by means ot the Euiopeon adventmeis mtioduced into native 
aimies Theie can be no doubt but that the Fiench government would 
avail themselves of an lnstiument, such as the influence 01 the powei of 
these adventuicis would give them, to prosecute then favounte plan in 
India, and it is equally eeitaiu, that whether at peace oi at vvai with 
Gieat Britain, the object of every French statesman must be to diminish 
the influence, the powei, and the piospenty of the British Government in 
India I tlieiefore conclude, that m the consideiation of evciy question of 
Indian policy, or in an mquiiy into the expediency of any political mea¬ 
sure, it is absolute!v necessary to view it, not only as it will affect Indian 
povveis, but as it will aftect the Fiench 

When I establish this piinciple, I dont mean that the assei tion “ that 
the Fiench mteiest has been affected,” is to be admitted in justification of 
every political measure of the government It is neecssaiy only that it 
should be lecolleeted by thobe who are to judge of political affaus m 
India, that Fiench powei and Fiench influence aic unpoitant pails of 
eveiy political discussion by the governments abioad, and it will appeal 
by the view which I shall take of the political situation of the gieat powers 
in India at difluent penods, that Fiench influence was povveiful, that to 
have omitted to guaid against the Fiench would have been ruinous to the 
Company, and that the necessity of guarding against Fiench influence was 
one of the pimeipal causes of the tieaty of Bassem 

In 01 dei thoioughly to understand the lelations in which the diffeient 
povveis of India stood to each othei at the period at which the tieaty of 
Bassem was concluded, and to be able to compiehend the objects and 
benefits of that tieaty, it is necessary to adveit to the situation in which 
they stood at the peace of Seringapatam 1 in 1792, and to trace then pro- 
giess from that penod 

The three gieat powers, the English, the Peishwa, and the Nizam, 
having each received injuries from Tippoo Sultaun, joined in the wai, the 
result of which was that peace , and the object of the Bntish Govern¬ 
ment was if possible to pieseive the powei of each in the situation in 
which it was left by the pacification Lord Cornwallis, who foresaw the 
difficulties and dangers to which the alliance would be exposed fiom the 
claims of the Mahrattas upon the Nizam, endeavouied to establish the 
alliance upon a moic firm basis, by inteiposing the arbitration of the 
British Government m then disputes, but the Mahrattas who knew that 
their claims weie without foundation, that they depended entirely upon 
their superior stiength, and that the lesult of an arbitration by the British 
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Go\ eminent must be unfavourable to them, declined to accept tbe offei 
made by Loul Couiwullis 

I conceive this to be the leal histoiy of the icfuaal ot Loid Cornwallis 
to allow the Mahrattas to subsidize two Butish battalions as mentioned 
by the anonymous obseivei, if such a proposal was evei made to him 
His Loidslnp found that without giving' the Butish Government auy 
additional stiengtli or security, the Peishwa’s geueral wished to have the 
assistance of the British troops in the suppoit of the Peisliwa’s internal 
government, and hi6 Loidship was not desnous of being involvedm the 
internal disputes of the Mahrattas, without having some couesponding 
political advantage 

The result of the refusal of the Mahrattas to allow the arbitration of the 
Butish Government was exactly what his Loidship had foieseen In the 
couise of very few years the Maluattas attacked the Nizam for the pur¬ 
pose of enfoicing their unjust claims The British Government of that 
day did not interfeie, and the Nizam was obliged, in a tieaty signed at 
Kurdlah, on the to cede half his temtones, to pay a 

great sum of money, and to give up to the Mahrattas his prime minister 
Mushier-ool Mulk, and to appoint another minister, lecommended by the 
enemies who had 1 educed his powei to that low state His Highness was 
also obliged to consent to send out of his terntoues the two British bat¬ 
talions which had continued with him since the peace of Seringapatam 
In the contest which had just taken place between the Mahrattas and 
the Nizam, the tioops principally employed, and whose gallantly had been 
most conspicuous, weie the corps of infantry in the service of Scmchah on 
the one side, and those m the service of the Nizam on the other Both 
these eoips were commanded, and in general offieeied by Fienchmen and 
other foreigners The corps in the service of the Nizam in particular, 
commanded by M Raymond, had distinguished itself in an extiaoidiuaiy 
manner, although unsuccessful 

After the expeuence of the war, which had just teiminated, the Nizam, 
seeing that he could not rely upon the assistance of the Butish Government 
against the Mahrattas, determined to increase the corps of infantry, offieeied 
by Frenchmen and other foreigners, to the gieatest extent that his finances 
would admit, and to render it as efficient as was possible With this view, 
a large temtoiy was granted in Jagheei to M Raymond, from the revenues 
of which he was to pay thp tioops under his command , and the number 
of troops and French offieeis to command them was vastly increased 
In a short time after the peace of Kurdlah, the Peishwa Madoo Rao 
Narrarn died, and a scene of intrigue and confusion ensued at Poonah, the 
object of which was the succession to the Musnud of the Peishwa, and the 
possession of the power of the Poonah state 
It is useless to the consideration of the question under discussion to en¬ 
deavour, and would be impossible to succeed in detailing the events which 
occurred upon that occasion , the lesult was the estabbobment, iu the 
hands of Dowlut Rao Seindiah, of all the power of the Peishwa 
The predecessor of this chief had conquered the territories in the Doab 
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of the Jumna and Gauges, and those on the right of the Jumna, he was 
m possession of the peison of the King, and of his power, by vntue of his 
office of Vakeel ul Muluck, and thus was established in the hand of one 
Mdluatta, all the temtoiy and all the powei on the west side of India, 
extending from Huidvvar to the Toombuddra, along the fiontiers of the 
Company, the Nabob Viziei, the Nizam, Tippoo Sultaun, &e I have 
already observed that Semdiah had m his seivice a corps of mfantiy, 
commanded and geneially officered by Frenchmen This corps had con¬ 
quered the terntories m Hmdostan, had lcndeied essential seivice in the 
war which pieceded the peace of Kurdlah, and had been the puucipal 111 - 
stiument m the establishment of Scindmh’s powei at Toonah This 
corps, therefoie, commanded and officered by Frenchmen, may he faulj 
stated to have been the pnncipal instiument and support of the enormous 
power thus established in the western side of India 

On the othei hand a similar corps, officeied m a similar manner, was 
the principal, indeed the only support of the state of the Nizam The 
difference between the two was, that that of Raymond was the most powei- 
ful, and Raymond had the most influence in the councils of the Piiuce 
whom he was serving, owing to the destiuction of the ponei and authority 
of the Nizam in his own terntories, occasioned by the disgiace suffeied at 
Kurdlah 

In this situation, the Govei nor-Gcneial, Lord Wellesley, found political 
affairs when he assumed the government in the yeai 1793 
As Lord Cornwallis had foreseen, the state of the Nizam was neaily 
destroyed by the Mahrattas, the policy of the Bntish Government had 
obliged the Nizam to suppoit Ins tottering authonty by the sei vice of a 
body of troops commanded by Fiench officeis, in whose hand 1 ! was the 
only power in the state 

Tlie Peishwa’s powei was lodged by anothei tiam of events in the hands 
of Semdiah, who possessed besides all the power of the noith and west of 
India, and whose principal support and instrument was a corps of a 
similar descnption, likewise commanded by Frenchmen 

It is useless to detail the measures adopted by Loid Wellesley to ip- 
medy the evils which resulted from this state of the governments of the 
allies of the Company in the wai with Tippoo Sultaun, of which he saw 
the probability in the yeai 1798 It is sufficient heie to observe, that his 
Lordship relieved the Nizam from the state of dependence in which he 
was held by the commanding officei of the Fiench coips m his seivice 
The French officeis weie dismissed, Bntish troops were subsidized in lien 
of the coips which the Fiench officeis had commanded, and the British 
Goveinment enjoyed the advantage of the assistance of the Nizam m the 
war which ensued with Tippoo Sultaun 
The measures by which the Governoi-Geneial pioposed to lelieve the 
government of the PeiBhwa from the state in which it was held by Sem¬ 
diah failed to produce then effect His Highness’s Government was m 
Scmdiah’s hands, and the British Government derived no assistance from 
this branch of the alliance 

After the destruction of the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, on the dth of 
VOL V Y 
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May, 1799, a new combination of politics appeared m India The native 
power, against whose enmity it had beennecessaiy to provide, by an alli¬ 
ance with the Peishwa and the Nizam was no more, and the Governor- 
General was to determine the 1 elation in which the Butish Government 
should stand in lespert to the poweis which lemained These were that 
of the Nizam, and that of the Mahrattas 

It was obviously the interest of the British Government that the power 
of the Nizam should continue to exist in a state of independence If 
there had been any reasonable gi ound for hope that his Highness’s Btate 
could continue in independence, theie might possibly have been no occa¬ 
sion foi fin alteration of the treaty by which the Company was then allied 
with his Highness But it could not exist in that state, unless the Peishwa 
should consent to admit the mediation and arbitration of the Butish Go¬ 
vernment in the questions 01 claims which Ins Highness had upon the 
Nizam The Governoi-General therefoip offeied to allow the Peishwa to 
participate in the acquisitions made by the destiuction of the powei of 
Tippoo Sultaun, piovided his Highness would admit the aibitiation of the 
British Government in his disputes with the Nizam, and would receive a 
subsidiary foiee The Peishwa declined to accept this offei, and the 
acquisitions made in the war were divided between the paities concerned 
in carrying it on 

The state of the Nizam’s government however, after this lefusal of the 
Peishwa, must still have piessed upon the consideration of the Governoi- 
General 

By the trpaty of 1798, his Highness was precluded from the employ¬ 
ment of the Butish subsidiary troops against the Mahrattas, or against 
ceitam tributaries of his, likewise tubutaues of the Peishwa, and it Was 
obvious that howevei advantageous the treaty of 1798 had been to his 
government m many respects. Ins Highness was still in the situation in 
respect to the Mahiattas, in which he had been m the year , with this 
difference, however, that he had no longer the suppoit and service of the 
coips commanded by the French ofhcers It became necessary therefoie 
for the Governoi-General to decide lespecting the Nizam’s government, 
whether he would allow it to fall mto the hands of the Mahiattas, whethei 
he would allow it to reveit into the hands of the French adventuieis from 
whom he had relieved the Nizam in the yeai of 1798, 01 whethei he would 
by an alteration of the treaty of 1798 extend the objects of the alliance, 
and render it defensive against all powers whatever, and in this mannei 
undertake the,defence of the Nizam against the vexatious claims which it 
was certain that the Mahiattas would make upon him 

It is scarcely necessary that I should adveit to the consequences which 
would have lesulted from the Hist The Mahrattas would shoitly have ex¬ 
ercised the power of the Nizam’s government, whose terntory at that time 
extended to the southwaid of the Kistna and Toombuddra, along the frontier 
of the newly eBtablibhed government of Mysore They would soon have 
found the means of making claims in his name, or in that of the Peishwa, 
on the Rajah of Mysoie, 01 the Nabob of the Carnatic, 01 even the Com¬ 
pany, and the consequence would have been a wai with that restless power. 
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of which the seat would have been the terntones of tbe Company or tben 
alhes, and tbe souices fiom which the means to cairy on the wai were to 
be drawn 

The second mode would have been in direct contradiction to the opinion 
of parliament and the nation, and of every man who had gnten an opinion 
on the Govemor-Geneial’s conduct m his transactions with the Nizam’s 
government in tbe yeai 1798 It would have inti oduced Fienchmen, Fiencli 
influence, inteiests and power into the heart of India, after they had been 
expelled by the Goveinor-Geneial 

There remained then only to take the Nizam under the protection of thp 
Company, and this measure was adopted by the general defensive tieaty 
of 1800, although ereiy man who knew any thing of the politics of India 
foresaw that the consequence of this measure might be soonei oi later a 
war with the Mahrattas 

The probability of such a war was foieseen by the formei Govemoi-Ge- 
neial Sir John Shoie, in a minute m which he discussed the question legard- 
mg a cfosei alliance with the Nizam, and it is supposed that Loid Wellesley 
saw eleaily that the only mode of avoiding that wai, was to induce the 
Peishwa to become a paity to the alliance, and to submit his claims to the 
arbitration of the British Government Consistently with tins opinion, 
it was the duty of the Governor-Geneial to repeat his offeib of alliance as 
fiequently as oppoi tumties might oceui, and accordingly they weie re¬ 
peated upon diffei ent occasions 

I cannot agree in opinion with the anonymous observei, that the offeis 
to admit the Peishwa as a paity to the geneial defensive alliance were not 
accepted, because the Goveinoi Geneial insisted that a body of British 
troops should be posted in his Highness’s temtones 

In the fiist place it does not appear that the Governor-General insisted 
upon that object as a sine guA non He may, foi leasons into which I will 
enter hereafter, have thought it desirable that a body of Butish tioops 
should be at Poonah, but he did not insist upon it However, I shall 
cousider this point upon the facts stated by the anonymous obseiver 

Till the end of the yeai 1800, Scindiah was at Poonah with an aimy, it 
was obvious that he Would not willingly consent to the defensive treaty 
because it would put an end to all lus piojccts of ambition in the Deccan, 
and the Peishwa could not consent to it, because he would have been ex¬ 
posed to the tyianny of Scindiah fiom the time at which he would sign 
the treaty to that at which the British troops would arrive at Poonah. 

When circumstances obhged Scindiah to quit Poonah with his army, 
he appointed the Peishwa’s ministers, who still continued to negotiate 
with the British Resident, and it is a fact well known that the Peishwa 
did not know even of the existence of a negotiation, much less the nature 
of the objects offered to his acceptance, and refused by his seivants 

The result of this statement and reasoning is, that the policy of a con¬ 
nection with the Mahiattas did not;“arise fiom the connection subsisting 
previously to the conquest of Myfeore, between the Company, the Mah- 
latlas, and the Nizam, by the treaty concluded m 1790 at Poonah,” but 
subsequently to the conquest of Mysoie, it originated, 1st. In the neces- 
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sity of pieserving the state of tlic Nizam in independence 2ndly In the 
uiqust (laims of the Malnatta nation on the Ni/nm 3idly In the cei- 
taintv that those claims would be as^eited in aims, and that the Nizam 
must submit unless he should piotect lnnibelt by laiBing an aimv to be 
officeied by Euiopean adventuieis, paiticulaily Fienehmen 4thly In 
the necessity of pi eventing the Nizam fiom enteitainmg those adventuieis, 
and of affording him piotection at least equal to that which he would have 
piocuied foi himself by those means, even at the usk of a wai with the 
whole Mahratta nation 

In this view of the question I have entnely omitted the enlaiged cou- 
sideiations which must be obvious to eveiy statesman who discusses it 
I have likewise omitted to advcit to the peculiar situation ot tlic Bn- 
tislipowei m India, winch lequlies that the funds applicable to the defence 
of the couutiy should be applied to commeuial puiposes, and theiefoie 
lendeisit necessaiy that the local government should denve means of 
suppoi ting aimies diffeient from those usually lesoited to , I have con¬ 
sidered nothing but that wlncli was absolutely necessaiy foi secuiity in the 
fiist instance, and foi peace in the second 

There can be no question about the JVlahiatta claims, or that they would 
have been enfoiced with aims, 01 that the Nizam must have yielded unless 
suppoi ted by the Fieuch, 01 by the Company The question is, whetkei 
the beat mode of pi eventing the wai was to prevail upon the Peisliwa to 
become a paity to the defensive alliance 

It is not necessary that I should considei the paiticulai cucumstances 
of the times at the diffeient peiiods at which pioposals were made to the 
Peishwa to become a paity to the defensive alliance It will be sufficient 
foi the purpose undei consideration to Btate, that the consequence of the 
conclusion of the defensive anangements with the Peishwa at any peiiod 
since the year 1799, must have been to join against Scmdiah a gieat pro- 
poition of the Malnatta nation It is possible that undei these cucuin- 
stanees Scmdiah might have acquiesced m the auaugement, but supposing 
that he should have gone to wai to oppose it, the wai would have been 
one of fai less extent and difficulty than that in which the Company must 
soonei or latei have been involved with the whole Malnatta nation, by the 
necessity of supporting the Nizam The seat of it would have been the 
teriitones of oui enemies instead of oui own, and the sources fiom 
which we weie to diaw the means of canying it on 

But the question is not piopeily referable to the admission of the 
Peishwa to the defensive alliance, at any peiiod antecedent to the tieaty 
of Bassein, but to that tieaty itself 

In order to be able to form a judgment whether the cucumstances 
undei which it was negotiated affoided the best chance of presetving the 
peace of India, it is necessaiy to advert to the situation of Mahratta affairs 
from the years 1798-9 

Dowlut Rao Scmdiah appeals to have possessed the powei to which I 
have refened in the foimer pait of this memoiandum, from the time at 
which he placed the Peishwa Bajee Rao on the musnud He was involved 
however m a contest in Malwa with the females of the family of his pre- 
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deccssoi Madliajee Scindiah, and aftei the death of Tuchojee Holkai, he 
was dcsnouB of influencing the disposal of the succession of that chief, 
in such a m&nnei as to fonvaid his own political objects In pursuance 
of these views, he muideied Mulh«u Rao (the son of Tuckojee Holkai) at 
Poonah Jeswunt Rao Ilolkai, the natuial son of Tnckojee Holkai, fled 
upon that occasion, aud attci a vanety of adventuies m the terntones of 
the Nivam and of the Rajah of Beiai, he hist joined the Bhy es, and then 
plundeied them lie dftcnvaids, in the year 1800, attacked and defeated 
a detachment ot Scindiali’s aimy at Oujcin 
These events obliged Scindiah to quit Poonah Towards the end of 
that veil, he defeated Ilolkai m a pitched battle fought at Indore, and 
in 1801 aud 1802, diove him out ot Maliva into the Deccan Holkai then 
attacked the Peibhwa, and having a laige body ot tioops defeated the 
united ai mies of Scmdiah and the Peishwa at Poonah In the month of 
Oetobei 1802, the Peishwa fled, and took refuge under the Company’s 
protection at Bassem, having pieuous to the battle at Poonah signed an 
agieement, which contained all the pnncipal objects of the tieaty of 
Bassem 

In tins cnsis, all the Mahiatta powers piessed the Governoi-Geneial to 
inteifeie in their affairs Scindiah lepeatedly uiged the Governoi-Gene- 
ral to settle the Peishwa’s affairs, and begged that his Highness and 
himself might enjoy the benefit of the Company’s friendship 

I believe it might be piovcd that Scindiah was fully informed of eveiy 
point m the negotiation of the tieaty of Bassem His vakeel Ballajee 
Koonjeei was the Peishwa’s dewan at the time, and he knew eveiy thing 
Holkai’s declaied intention and apparent object was to establish a new 
government at Poonah under one ot the sons of Amiut Rao as Pei6hwa 
The government at Poonah would under this anangement have been 
admnnsteied in its military bianch by Holkar, and m its civil, by Amiut 
Rao These peisons both lepeatedly lequested the Company’s coun¬ 
tenance for themselves, and in fact the oirangement failed because Am- 
rut Rao saw that the Butish Government was deteimined to oppose it, 
and to suppoit Bajee Rao At all events, Holkar and Ammt Rao 
requested the Company’s mediation of then disputes with the Peishwa, 
and uiged the Goveinoi-General to mterfeie to settle the affaus at 
Poonah 

Although it cannot be asseited that the Peishwa is a poweiful pnnee, 
there is a laige party in the empue attached to his pel son, all of whom 
weie anxious in the expression of their wishes that the Butish Govern¬ 
ment should inteifeie in his affaus The Peishwa’s light to tho musnud 
is umveisally acknowledged, although his authority is fiom circum¬ 
stances unpeifect, and his orders but ill obeyed, and his cause supported 
by the Butish Government was ceitaiuly populai in the southern paits of 
the empire 

The southeiu clnefswho aie the pnncipal suppoit of the government of 
Poonah had not submitted to Holkai, they weie in aims waiting foi the 
ai rival of the Butish troops, as the uistiuments of the interference of the 
British Government in the Peishwa’s affairs, and they joined the Butish 



326 


MAJ -GEN WFLLESLEY’s OBSERVATIONS ON 


ciiruy when it amved m then neighbourhood Theie was no piobabihty 
that Holkai would make any senous opposition to the march of the Bntisli 
tioops to Poonah He had not made his peace with Scmdiah, indeed 
neithei party thought of it, and he would have opposed himself singly in 
an unpopular cause, to all the great poweis m India 
Undei all these cucumstances, and allowing for the treachery of the 
Mahratta character, there was every reason to believe, that the close of 
thcyeai 1802 was the most favourable period that had ever occuried, 01 
that would oecui, foi the admission of the Peishwa as a pai ty to the defen¬ 
sive alliance without a war 

I have alieady stated my reasons for thinking that this measuie was the 
the only one that could be devised to avoid a wai which soonei or later 
must have occurred with all the Mahratta poweis, m the support and 
defence of the Nizam , and the anonymous observei has pointed out with 
gieat truth and accuracy, the sentiments of the Court of Dnectois, and 
of the Government at home, on the subject of the admission of the 
Peishwa to the defensive alliance It is ti ue that the Court of Directors 
do not appeal to have had a very distinct knowledge of the objects of the 
defensive alliance, and like the anonymous observer, supposed that it was 
founded upon the triple alliance of the year 1790, to defend the allies 
against Tippoo, who was no moie However, whatever may have been 
the reasons of the approbation of the Court of Directors, and of the au¬ 
thorities at home, they approved the measure, and ordeied the Governoi- 
General, according to the anonymous observei, to eariy it into execution 
Surely it will not be denied that if the Governor-General had passed over 
the opportunity which offered at the end of the year 1802, he would have 
been guilty of the most flagrant disobedience of oiders, and dereliction 
of his own principles and measures repeatedly leviewed by himself and 
by the first authorities m India and m England 
If the Governoi-General had omitted to take advantage of the oppor¬ 
tunity which presented itself at the close of the year 1802, I think the 
most probable result would have been a war with the Poonah state under 
the government of Holkai and Amrut Eao, and it is not impiobable but 
that the war might have extended to the whole of the Mahiatta states 
The British Government might on this plan of proceeding have col¬ 
lected their armies, and have lemained upon the fiontier to watch the 
course of proceedings as lecommended by the anonymous obseiver, oi 
they might have passed over, as uuwoithy of notice, eveiy thing that was 
doing at Poonah, and have delayed to take any steps till the moment 
when they oi their allies should be attacked I cannot exactly discern 
the object in assembling the army upon the frontier, if it was to do no¬ 
thing The most expensive article m India is an army m the held, and 
the most useless is one destined to act upon the defensive An army in 
a state of preparation to act offensively when opportunity will offer is 
indeed useful, and I believe no nimy evei seized so favourable an oppor¬ 
tunity as that which maiched to Poonah m March and Apiil, 1803 
But the anonymous obseivei says, that we ought to have concerted oui 
anangements with Stindiah, that we ought to have offeicd a disintei- 
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ested mediation, and to have acted in conceit with. Scindiah at one time, 
and at another with the Rajah of Berar 

I have already shewn, and the anonymous obseiver acknowledges that 
the British Government were encouraged, nay, strongly uiged, by all the 
puncipal Mahratta poweis, amongst otheis by Holkar himself, to inter¬ 
fere in the settlement of the Peishwa’s affans In respect to a conceit, 
the anonymous observei forgets the difficulty and length of every com¬ 
munication with the chief who was to be party to the concert Supposing 
that it had been possible to bung Scindiah into our measuies, the direct 
object of which was to take the Nizam out of his reach, and to depuve 
him of all objects of ambition in the Deccan, it would still have taken 
six months befoie the Commandei-in-Clnef in the army could receive the 
oiders of the Governor-General to advance to Poonah, even if the diplo¬ 
matic agent charged with the negotiations with Scindiah should have had 
occasion to make but two references to the Governor-Geneial But m 
this case the objects of the Bntish Government, of Scindiah, and of the 
Rajah of Berar would have been entirely different That of the Bntish 
Government would have been to lestore the Peishwa to the exercise of 
his authonty, independently of any of the feudatoiy Mahratta chiefs, in 
ordei that his Highness might peifoim his treaty with the Company, m 
favour of the Nizam That of Scindiah would have been to lestoie the 
government of the Peishwa, m ordei that he might usuip andexeicise 
its authority, and revive the old claims and objects of ambition in the 
Deccan As for as it is possible to form a judgment of the course- of 
politics of any Mahiatta, the Rajah of Beiai favoured Holkai’s usuipa- 
tion at Poonah, and the establishment of the new government to be 
founded upon it 

Supposing that it had been possible, by placing the tieaty of Bassein 
upon a broadei basis, as proposed by the anonymous observei, to induce 
Scindiah to agree to its only important stipulation, viz , that of the me¬ 
diation and arbitration of the Mahratta claims m the Peishwa’s name 
made upon the Nizam, it would have become a question of consideiable 
impoitance to the British Government to decide whethei that chief should 
be allowed to lesume his situation at Poonah, and to usurp all the power 
and authonty of the Peishwa’s government 

It must be recollected that Scindiah’s lesumption of lus power must 
have been pieeeded by the defeat of Holkar’s army m the Deccan Scin¬ 
diah’s power was already established in the whole of Hindostan and 
Mdlwa The reduction of Holkar’s foice, and the le-cstdblishment at 
Poonah of Scindiah’s power would have replaced Mahratta affdiis m the 
situation in which they had been since the death of Madhoo-Rao-Narrain, 
from which they had been lelieved by a vanety of unfoieseen events 
One powerful Mahratta chief, with a Fieneh force as his puncipal sup¬ 
port, would have possessed all the teintoiy, influence and power, from 
the sources of the Gauges to the Toombuddia, the situation which all 
Indian politicians have deprecated since the Bntish nation have had any 
thing to do with Indian politics 

It is therefoic very piobable that the Bntish Government and Scindiah 
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would not have agieed m a detailed conceit for the settlement of the 
Pei6h\va’s government, and it is certain that they would not have agreed 
with the Rajah of Beiai 

In this diversity of opinions and objects the negotiations would have 
been piotraeted possibly moie than a ycai 
In all militaiy operations, but particularly m India, time is everything, 
and I am decidedly of opinion, that if we had not seized the oppoitumty 
which was taken, the march to Poonah would nevei have been effected 
If the Butish Government had hesitated in the measures which it 
should adopt, Amiut Rao would have consented to the anangement pio- 
posed for his son This boy would have been placed upon the musnud 
with the title of Peisliwa The southern chiefs would soon have submitted 
to Holkai They aie geneialJv connected with Amrut Rao, and that 
paity in the state which favouis his pietensions, and Holkai had alieady 
detached tioops and adopted other measures to reduce them, and would 
have extended his authority to the frontiers of Mysoie 
We should then have seen at Poonah the Peishwa’s government admi- 
msteied by the ablest Mahiatta in the civil affaus of the empire, and 
seivedby a foimidable aimy commanded by the most enterpuzing chief 
This army, however, would have had no means of suppoit, for the re¬ 
venues of the Peishwa’s country aie alieady assigned to the Jagheeidary 
chiefs m the southern distucts, who, if they had not been ceitain of Bri¬ 
tish assistance, would have submitted to Holkai, and would have joined 
his aimy with then tioops Holkai would have been undei the neces 
sity of keeping his army togethei , and after the southern chiefs would 
have submitted, he must have attacked the Nizam or the Company, m 
order to suppoit Ins troops 

It is well known that when he was at Poonah, he was collecting docu¬ 
ments to enfoice the claims of the Poonah state upon the Nizam, and 
that every discontented pietendei of eveiy descuption fiom the temto- 
lies of the Company 01 the Company’s allies was leceived with distinc¬ 
tion, and encouraged to hope foi the assistance of Holkai’s armies m 
enforcing his pietensions to portions of these tciritones 
While the Butish Government would have been wasting its time and 
resources, according to the plan of the anonymous obseivei, with an 
aimy upon the fiontiei, and m a vain attempt to fiame a concert with 
Scindiah 01 the Rajah of Beiai, Holkar would have attained the greatest 
degiee of stiength 

We have seen that the Rajah of Berai favouicd Holkar’s usurpation at 
Poonah Scindiah ceitamly was adveise to it, but I doubt much whether 
hemdiah would have done any thing against Holkai 
Scindiah certainlv could have done nothing excepting he could bung 
his bngades to Poonah the country had been alieady destroyed in a 
great measuie by Holkai, and the dcstiuction would have been completed 
if Scindiah had attempted to move It may be said that he moved his 
bngades afterwaids into the Deccan, foi th.e purpose of opposing the 
British Government, and that he might equally have moved them to 
Poonah to destioy the powei established bv Holkai’s usurpation j but m 
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answei I obseive that an operation of this description is very different 
when opposed by Bntish troops, and when opposed by such an aimy as 
Holkai’s The foiraei don’t, and indeed have not the means of destioy- 
mg the countiy, to destroy thecouutiyis the only mode ofwarfaie of 
the lattei, and it is ceitain that this mode would have been adopted by 
Holkar to pi event Scindiah fiom entering the Deccan 
If it be tiue, as I have supposed, that the concert pioposcd by the 
anonymous obseivei could not have been foimed, if the Raiah of Beiar 
favouied Holkai’s usuipation at Poouah, and if Stmdiah could not have 
advanced Ins tioops into the Deccan, it is my opinion that the lesult of 
the negotiations would have been a combination of all the Mahratta states 
to attack the Company and the Niaam 
In the negotiations foi the pioposed concert the Bntish Government 
must have kept aloof fiom the new government at Poonah Neither our 
principles 01 our piactice permit us to encouiage by maiks of favoui 01 
kindness an usuipation, while we are negotiating with othei poweis the 
means of destioymg it But in this instance the state of our negotia¬ 
tions must have been known to those against whom they were to be 
directed Theie is no secret m a Mahratta Durbai , and it may be 
depended upon that this seciet above all othei s would have tianspned 
Then would have commenced a counteiplot conducted by ceitainly the 
ablest Mahi atta in the empu e, I mean Ami ut Rao 
In considering a question of this kind, respecting the remote conse¬ 
quences of any paituulai line of policy which uevei was adopted, it is not 
possible to do more than to state the general principles and opinions of 
the paities concerned, then conduct upon othei occasions, anti to draw 
from these premises a conclusion lespectmg then conduct in the supposed 
case 

Theie can be no doubt whatever that the gieat object of every Mahiatta 
Statesman has been to combine their force to attack the British Govern¬ 
ment, and if they had evei been fiee from disputes among themselves, 
they would have carried that plan into execution 

The person who I believe of all the Mahiattas to have been the most 
detei mined enemy of the Bntish ^Government, and who was the sonlof 
this plan, was the Rajah of Berai This person would have been the 
centre of the negotiations for the conceit, supposing that the Governor- 
General had adopted the plan of the anonymous observer, and on the 
other hand, he would have been the instrument of Amiut Rao’s countei- 
plot to support hiB own usurped authonty 

We have seen the Rajah of Berar, undei circumstances very unfavour¬ 
able, negotiate a peace between Scindiah and Holkar foi the puiposes of 
a combination against the Company The question is whethei, supposing 
the Bntish Government had not bi ought back the Peishwa to Poonah, and 
had followed the plan of the anonymous observer, he would not have had 
in his hands materials which would have enabled him to effect that pacifi¬ 
cation with greater ease than he effected that undei which the combination 
was formed m the summer of 1803 

The loss which Scindiah a us tamed by the subversion of the Pcislnva’s 
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government was powei and influence He lost no temtory m consequence 
of Holkar’s victories Those which he had in the Deccan remained with 
him till he went to war with the Company 

On the other hand, Holkar had claims to the possessions of lus family 
m Malwa, and to ceitain portions of the territories which Madhajee Sun- 
diah had conquered m Hindostan In the pacification which was effected 
thiougli the mediation of the Rajah of Beiai in the summei of 1803, with 
the view to the combination against the Company, all these tenitonesand 
claims were ceded by Scmdiah to Holkar 

We have already seen that Scmdiah would have found himself unable to 
do any thing agamst Holkar in the Deccan singly, and on the other hand, 
the Butish Government, according to the plan of the anonymous observer, 
would do nothing excepting in concert with Scmdiah or the Rajah of 
Beiar We have seen Scindiah’s object in restonng the Peishwa’s govern¬ 
ment would have been to usurp its authority again, and to assert its claims 
and revive the old plans of ambition in the Deccan Ouis would have 
been to make the Peishvm so independent of all the Mahratta powers as 
that he would have been able to perform his treaty with the Company m 
favour of the Nizam That of the Rajah of Bern would have been to 
support the new government, estabhshed by Holkar’s and Amiut Rao’s 
UBuipation These discordant views were to be reconciled by negotiation 
before the British Government could have taken any step to overcome 
Holkar, and these negotiations must have been attended by all the tedi- 
ousness which is the usual consequence of references to Calcutta, on 
account of the distance 

Amrut Rao and thq Rajah of Berar would in the meantime have endea¬ 
voured to bring about a peace on the basis of Holkar’s cession of his tern- 
tones and claims m Malwa, &c , and of Scindiah’s acknowledgment of the 
new Peishwa and the state of aflfans estabhshed at Poonah, and of a com¬ 
bination of the whole Maluatta nation to enforce then claims upon the 
Nizam, the Nabob Viziei, and the Company 

We have seen that the negotiations for the concert with Scmdiah would 
have turned upon the degiee of powei which Scmdiah was to have at 
Poonah after the Peishwa’s government should be restored the object of 
the Bntisb Government would have been, that the Peishwa should be in¬ 
dependent , that of Scmdiah to have the whole powei of tho state in his 
hands, and he would have been aware that the British Government would 
never consent to that arrangement 

In this state of affairs he would have had to choose whether he would 
co-operate with the British Government in restoring the Peishwa’s govern¬ 
ment, m rendenng it independent of himself, and in renouncing all its 
vexatious claims upon the Nizam, or whether he would leave the power 
at Poonah m the hands of Holkar and Amrut Rao, keeping peaceable pos¬ 
session of what he had in Malwa, Hindostan, and the Deccan 

In either case the power at Poonah would have been lost to him, and he 
would have derived no advantage from the airangement with the British 
Government, excepting the gratification of his enmity agamst Holkar 
On the other hand, by the pacification with Holkar and the combination 
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against the British Government, he would have adopted a favourite and 
popular plan of policy among the Malirattas, in the execution of which 
he would have played the principal part, and if it had been successful, he 
would have been the greatest gainer 

I have no doubt respecting the choice which Scindiah would have made, 
and I declare that I conceive that peace between Scindiah and Holkar, and 
a combination upon the basis supposed, would have included more inter¬ 
ests, and would have been more practicable than that which was formed 
m the summei of 1803 

It the Bntibh Government had lemoined unarmed, and a tacit spectator 
of events in the Mahratta empire, the result would possibly have been the 
same Holkai would ceitamly have been obliged to spread his aimies into 
the Nizam’s country for subsistence, and we must eventuallv have been at 
war But as we should not have been actively employed m negotiations 
foi a concert against the new government at Poonah, it is possible that 
Aimut Bao might not have thought it necessary to commence his admi¬ 
nistration by combining all the Malirattas against us Nothing however 
would have been able to destroy the new government, and whenevei the 
peace between Scindiah and Holkar would have been effected, the Butish 
Government and its allies would have been attacked 

In the consideration of this part of the question I have omitted pur¬ 
posely to introduce any lefeience to the French It must not be forgotten 
however, that at the time that the Goveinoi-Geneial decided on the part 
which he would take m the Mahratta affairs at the end of the year 1802, 
he had eveiy reason to expect the French in India,* and I leave those 
who will peruse this memorandum to judge how much this eveut would 
have increased the difficulties of a protracted and complicated negotiation, 
against which one of the parties would have been plotting with Ami ut Rao 
and Holkar 

I may therefore conclude that the tieaty of Bassem and the measures 
adopted in consequence of it, not only afforded the best piospect of pre¬ 
serving the peace of India, but that to have adopted any other measures 
would have rendered wai with Holkar nearly certain, and wai with the 
whole Mahratta nation more piobable than it could be under any other 
course of events 

Having now considered the general policy of admitting the Peishwaas a 
paity to the treaty of general defensive alliance, and the policy of con¬ 
cluding the treaty of Bassein, at the time at which it was concluded, and 
of the measures which were adopted m consequence of that treaty, I come 
to consider the particulai articles of that treaty to which the anonymous 
observei objects, and the nature of his objections to them 

I have alieady pointed out that the object of the Company in concluding 
any arrangement with the Peishwa was to secure the Nizam against the 
vexatious claims which might be made upon him either by the Peishwa or 
by one of the gieat chiefs acting in his name, and under the authority of 


* They were then in Egypt — [Ed ] 
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the government of Poonah It ib obvious that the Company’s object 
could not have been gained unless the Peishwa should agree eithei to give 
up the claims upon the Nizam entirely, or to admit the mediation and 
arbitration of the Company m deciding on thp justice of those claims 
To have insisted on the Peishwa’s 1 elmquishing his claims entnely, 
would have been an unjust an aibitiaiy pioceedmg, and would probably 
have occasioned the loss of the whole treaty The only mode, theiefoic, 
which remained was to insist upon establishing the mediation and urbitia- 
tion of the Company, as the mode of deciding all questions, disputes, and 
claims between the two powers 

The Company weie bound to the Nizam to settle the questions and 
claims existing on the pait of the Peishwa, 01 lus Highness’s government 
It does not appear practicable for the Company to be bound in a de¬ 
fensive alliance with both governments without stipulating to aibitrate 
their disputes , and this will appeal moie clearly when the events aie le- 
collected which have occuired Bincc the yeai lj?92 
In lespcct to the aiticle by which it is lequued that a body of tioops 
should be stationed within the temtories of the Peishwa, this will appear 
the moie necessaiy when the situation of the Peishwa’s government in re¬ 
lation to the other gieat Mahratta powers ib consideied 
The object of these poweis, as stated by the anonymous obBeivei, was 
to get possession of the powei of the Peishwa’s government at Poonah 
The attainment of this object, it is veiy evident, must have defeated the 
gieat view which the British Government must have had in admitting the 
Peishwa at all to become a party to the general defensive alliance 
As soon as Scindiah or Holkar would have established themselves at 
Poonah they would immediately have levived the old claims upon the 
Nizam, and the Peibhwa without powei would have been unable to exe¬ 
cute his own tieaty 

The question then upon this pait of the subject comes to he whether 
the Peishwa is moie likely to be able to maintain his independence in re¬ 
lation to the othei gieat chiefs of the empue by having the Bntisli troops 
stationed in his teuitones, or by having the foice subsidized by himself 
stationed in the teuitones of the Company 
Upon this point I have to observe, that as in Older to defend the 
Peishwa, against the attempts of either of those chiefs to establish an in¬ 
fluence at his Durbar by means of an aimed foice, it would be necessary 
to bring the troops fiom a great distance , and they would have to ainve 
and operate m a counti y in which no magazines or establishment would 
have been formed foi them I can have no doubt lespectmg the expe¬ 
diency, as a militaiy question, of establishing the subsidiary force within 
the Peishwa’s teintones 

As a political question, I considei that inasmuch as the subbidiaiy 
troops being on the Bpot, would provide a force ready at all tunes to sup¬ 
port the Peishwa’s power, to have them in that situation would he more 
likely to pleveut attempts to influence lus Duibar by foice of aims which 
must occasion wai, than to station them m the Company’s teiritonts 
In respect to the notion of the anonymous ohseivei, that by extending 



LORD CASTLHREAOH’s NOTES 


333 


the basis of the ticaty of Bassein, it might be hoped to include some of 
the otlici great Maluntta powers, I have to observe that the object is to 
make the Peisliwapowerful m Ilia own government so that he may be able 
to keep Ins tieaty with us 

I have alreadv shewn that tlieie was no giouud for hope that any of the 
great chiefs would consent to any anaugement which would place the 
powei at Poonah out of then leach, and nothing shoit of suchan anange- 
ment would answei our pm pose 

It would not be desirable that any of them should become parties to the 
defensive alliance if the great object of oui policy should be defeated by 
that meosui e 

In this view of the question, it is scarcely neeessaiy to adveitto the 
ftbscition of the anonymous obseiver, that a subsidiary alliance, such as 
that foimcd in the yeai 1768 with the Nizam, is most applicable to the 
situation of the Peishwa and of his tpmtories The independence of the 
Teishwa’s powei is an object, and that we must effect bv whatever means 
we may luve in oui hands , but if it were necessary to the argument, I 
could point out to the anonymous observei that the Peishwa is a power 
much uearei to us, and who touches us upon many moie important points, 
than the Nizam does 

When considering this objection to the 4th article of the treaty of Bas¬ 
sein, it is neeessaiy that I Bhould adveit to the objection of the anonymous 
obseivei, that by placing tbe tioops m the tcrutones of the Peishwa it is 
neeessaiy to inciease the uumbei of Euiopean tioops in India, and that 
Gicat Bntain cannot affoid to supply the numbei of European troops le- 
quitcd for the sen ice in India 

The 4tli aiticle does not specify that European tioops shall be stationed 
in the Peishwa’s temtones, and theiefore the objection does not apply to 
the tieaty of Bassein v 

It is peifcctly true that m the impoitant services in which the Com¬ 
pany’s tioops may be engaged on the pait of the Peishwa, Euiopean 
tioops may he neeessaiy, but as those services must equally have been, 
peifonned, if the troops had been stationed m the Company’s temtones, 
European tioops wou]^ equally he necessary 

But the anonymous obseivei has not supposed that an increase of Eu¬ 
iopean tioops would be requned on the ground that their seivices might 
be necessary m the Peisliwa’b temtones, but on a general calculation of 
certain piopoitions of European to native troops in India m geneial 

In the hist place the inciease of European tioops would be necessary 
on this ground also, whether the subsidiaiy force vveie stalidned m the 
temtones of the Peishwa oi not, the native army must still have been, 
mci eased (unless indeed it should be proposed to take the Peishwa’s sub¬ 
sidy and not fumish him with any tioops) and the number of European 
troops must likewise have been mcieased in older to keep up the due 
proportion, hut m the second place, this calculation of propoitionB of 
Euiopean to native troops is certainly eironeous, and does not exist m the 
miud of any man who has ever conducted oi consideied the details of the 
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seimcem India If the piopoition does exist, on what calculation is it 
founded ? In what part of India is it practically earned into execution* 

In almost all services in India it is certainly necessary that there should 
be some European tioops, but the number in propoition to the native 
troops employed on the same services must vary according to the natui e 
of the service lequired, and the descnption of the enemy against whom it 
is duected 

For instance, m the wais against Tippoo Sultaun, the propoi tions of 
European to native troops were about one-third iu the fiist, and one-foui tli 
m the second In the late war against the Mahiattas the uumbei of Eu¬ 
ropeans employed m proportion to natives, was not moie than one-tentli 
01 one-eleventh 

I certainly agiee with the idea of the anonymous observei bo far, that a 
body of 8 oi 10,000 native troops ought never to be assembled without 
some Europeans, foi very obvious Reasons , but as there aie few such col¬ 
lections of troops m India, I should conceive that I founded my calcula¬ 
tions upon very cuoneous punciples, and deceived those to whom Ishould 
communicate them, if I should upon this opinion state that the European 
troops ought to be m the proportion of one-eighth oi one-tenth to the 
native troops thioughout the Indian establishments Thousands of native 
troops must necessai lly be employed in garrisons m the interior and on 
various duties, m which it would be very inconvenient to employ Euro¬ 
peans , and on the other hand Europeans are absolutely necessai y in cer¬ 
tain garrisons and stations and semcfs, in some cases m equal propoi- 
tions, in others one-third of the number of natives 
The only safe mode therefore of forming an opinion respecting the 
number of European troops required in India is to call for and examine 
details, and if this mode should be adopted, it will be found that the 
treatv of Bassein does not add, and does not render it necessary to add 
one Eurpoean infantry soldier to the establishments in India 
In respect to the increase of the Euiopean troops m general, it is my 
opinion that it will be found that they are not more numerous at this mo¬ 
ment than they were m the years 1790, 91, and 92 According to the 
detailed distributions which I have seen, the numb^ of legiments of Eu¬ 
ropean infantry now lequired for the continent of India is twenty, includ¬ 
ing three of the Company’s regiments, viz six for Bengal, ten for Madras, 
including one for the subsidiary force at Hyderabad, and four for Bombay, 
including one for Goa This is the peace establishment 
In the years 1790, 91, and 92, there were of King’s infantry in India 
nine regiments, two regiments of Hanoverians, six Company’s regi¬ 
ments in Bengal, four at Madras, and two at Bombay, making altogether 
twenty-three regiments The artillery at the different Presidencies were 
nearly of the same strength with the artillei y at present 
At all events if an increase of European troops is necessary, which m 
my opinion it is not, beyond twenty regiments complete to 1000 rank 
and file, the necessity of this measure must not be attributed to the tieaty 
of Bassein. 



LORD CASTLEREAQH'S NOTES 


335 


In i cspect to the proposal that the treaty of Baasein should bo altered 
m this article, viz that the tioops should be removed from the Peishwa’s 
teintones, I have leason to know that Ins Highness would be exceedingly 
alarmed if the pioposnl were made to him, and that it is more than pro¬ 
bable he would move with the troops 
I have now to considei the objection of the anonymous observer to the 
12tli and 17th articles of the tieaty of Bassein, by the founei of which, 
the Peishwa is bound to abide by the Company’s mediation and arbi¬ 
tration m all coses, and by the latter not to commence any negotiation 
with any power without giving previous notice to the Company’s govern¬ 
ment 

In order to understand clearly the object of these articles, it is necessary 
to consider the nature and constitution of the contiacting paities, to 
examine their political objects and systems, to see by what rules or sys¬ 
tems of policy they are respectively bound, and m what manner affected 
by their respective connections with other sovereign authorities Eu¬ 
ropean governments were till very lately guided by certain rules and sys¬ 
tems of policy, so accurately defined and generally known, that it was 
scaicely possible to suppose a political event in which the mtcrcstb and 
conduct of each state would not be as well known to the coips diplo¬ 
matique m general as to the statesman of each paiticular state 
The Asiatic governments do not acknowledge, and hardly know of such 
iuIps and systems Then governments are arbitrary, the objects of 
then policy arc always shifting, they have no regular established system, 
the effect of winch is to piotect the weak against the stiong, on the con- 
traiy, the object of each of them separately, and of all of them col¬ 
lectively, is to destroy the weak, and if by cliancc they should by a sense 
of common danger be induced for a season to combine their efforts 
for tbeir mutual defence, the combination lasts only as long as it is at¬ 
tended by success, the first reverse dissolves it, and at all events it is 
dissolved long before the danger ceases, the apprehension of which ori¬ 
ginally caused it 

Theie cannot be a stronger proof of this defect of policy in the Asiatic 
governments than the dissolution of the combination of the year 1/90, 
between the English, the Mahrattas, and the Nizam, by the attack of the 
Mahrattas on the Nizam in the year 1795 
These obscivations apply to the government of the Mahrattas more 
than to any othei of the Asiatic governments. Their schemes and systems 
of policy aie the wildest of any they undertake expeditions not only 
without viewing their remote consequences upon other states or upon 
their own, but without considering more than the chance of success of 
the immediate expedition in contemplation 
The Company’s government m India, the other contracting party to 
this alliance, is one bound by all the rules and systems of European po¬ 
licy 

The Company’s power in India is supposed to depend much upon its 
reputation, and although I do not admit that it depends upon its reputa¬ 
tion as distinguished from its leal force, os appears to be contended by 
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some, I may Bay that it is pnrticulaily desnable for a government so con¬ 
stituted as tlie Company’^ never to enter upon any political object* the 
piobablc result of which should not be gieatly in favoui of success 
Besides this* the Company’s government in India is bound by acts of Pai- 
liament not to undeitahe wais of aggression, not to make any but defensive 
alliances, and those only in cases in winch the othei contracting party 
shall bind itself to defend the possessions of the Company actually 
threatened with hostilities 

The Company’s government in India is also connected with lus Majes¬ 
ty's Government, and as an Asiatic power is liable to be involved in wais 
with European poweis possessing territories m India* whenevei his Ma¬ 
jesty shall be at war with those poweis 

The picture above diawn of the state of politics among Asiatic powers 
proves, that no peimanent system can be adopted which will pieseive the 
weak against the stiong, and will keep all foi any length of time in then 
relative situations, and the whole, m peace, excepting theie should be one 
powei, which, eithei by the superionty of its stiength, its militaiy system, 
or its lesources, shall piepondeiate, and be able to piotect all This is 
proved by the history of the last fourteen yeais 

The Company has been the pi eponderatmg power, and by the 2nd aiti¬ 
de of the treaty of Bassein has in so many woids taken the Peishwa undei 
its protection 

I might contend that the stipulations of the 12th and l?th ai tides aie 
only consequences of the protection promised, and leally offered But in 
my opinion these stipulations are the necessary consequence of the alliance 
between a power such as the Peishwa’s, and one such as the Company’s, 
bound by rules of policy, acts of Parliament, and by the acts of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s Government 

It would be impossible to define the vanous claims, and giounds for 
war, existing not only between the Peishwa and the Nizam, but between 
the Peishwa and all the othei poweis of India 

The Mahiattas claim the choute of all India, and all the claims of this 
descuption centie in the Peishwa’s authority Besides this general claim, 
theie aie otheis of vanous descuptions and denominations upon every 
powei, of all which theie are records at Poonah, and it is a mistake to 
suppose that the Peishwa, howevei weak in point of tioops and lesouices, 
will not find persons m the Maliratta empne icady and willing to enfoice 
these claim b m his name 

All the warfare which would be the consequence of bringing forwaid 
these claims will be prevented by the stipulation that the Company shall 
mediate and arbitrate m every case 

But the anonymous observei says, that the benefit to be derived from the 
12th article ought to have been left to the opeidtion of theBntish influence 
m the Peishwa’s councils, and ought not to have been the subject of a 
treaty To this objection to the aiticle m question, the best answei is to 
state the fact, viz that notwithstanding the light which we have acquued 
by treaty to mediate between the Peishwa and other poweis, and the in¬ 
fluence which we have m his councils, by that stipulation and a variety of 
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events wInch hate occuncd since the tieaty of Basscm was tom lulled, 
it ib noljso easy as the anonymous obscnei imagines, at all times to pic- 
vent the evils which must lesult fiom the Pcishwa’s enforcing tlie&c 
claims 

The anonymous obsciver says, that if the Peisliwu should contiaiy to 
oui advice and opinion, commence an unjust war, lie ought not to be 
suppoited hy the Biitish Government This is peilcctly tiue, but the 
object of the 12th ai title is to pi event the possibility of unjust wais, and 
to prcseive the Pcishwa’s government fiom the destiuction winch must 
lie the consequence of 1ns entenng into any war without the Company’s 
assistanc e 

This aiticlc is the bond of peace to India It is this winch lenders the 
tieaty really defensive, and makes the Goveinoi-Gcneial leally lesponsiblc 
for cvciy wai in which the Bntish Government may be engaged If this 
aiticle vveie not m tk° tieaty, the Pcishwa vvquld be the icsponsiblc 
person 

If the general mediation on the pait of the Company be necessaiy to 
cnsuie peace, theie is ceitamly no occasion that the Peishwa should be m 
communication with othei independent poweis All his toieign aflaus 
must be transacted and eventually settled by the Company, unci any othei 
communication must be intended only foj sinister purposes 
The stipulation of the 17th aiticle is necessaiy m oulci to enable the 
British Government to have a knowledge of, and stop at once unyintiigiies 
which have a tendency to wai Those who have seen the ionise of pio- 
ceedmgs of a Mahiatta Durbai will not be at a loss to find leasons fm tins 
stipulatioi , and in fact even this stipulation cannot entnely cluck the 
intiigucs winch aic its constant opeiation 
But the mode in which it will opeiatc most beneficially will hehy check¬ 
ing mtiigues with Euiopcan poweis, and suicly this cannot be deemed .in 
mconsideiablc object by the anonymous oliseiver 
The principle and foundation ot the tieaty of Bassein, whuh is piotei- 
tion fiom the Company’s government to that of the Peishwa, would pre¬ 
vent the stipulation of the 17th aiticle fiom being ieiipioc.il Hie Com¬ 
pany’s government rnubt lmve communication with some poivcig with which 
the Fcibliwn nevei had any, aud it would be very inconvenient to be ob¬ 
liged to lay these communications befoie the Peishiva’s Durbai 

But it must be lccollected that the Company aie constantly liable by 
the acts of Ins Majesty’s piciogative, to be at war, oi hold communications 
with Euiopean nations having teiatones m India, and it would lie a cuu- 
ous pioccedmg to lay these communications before the Pcishwa’s Duihai 
Ibis mcasuie would be necessaiy, if the stipulations of the 17tli article were 
made reupi ocal 

Arthur Welle slev 

[Theie is no othei date foi this paper but the year 180J, and it would 
appear to have been written it Calcutta n the month of Novembei, 1801 
-Ed] 
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No. VII 

The Goicnm-General in Council to the Honouiable the Coint of Dnectoi v 

(Sepal ate) 


Honourable Sirs, Foit William, July 25, 1805 

1 The Govemor-Geneial in Council had the honoui 
to state to youi honouiable Couit m the geneial letter to 
youi honouiable Couit in the militaiy depaitment, dated 
the 30th of Septembei 1801, that the sepaiate lettei fiom 
youi honouiable- Cbuit of the lltli of Febiuaiy 1801,* on 
the subject of the militaiy establishments of the Piesiden- 
cies of Foit "William, Foit St Geoige, and Bombay, would 
be lephed to, as soon as the necessaiy documents and infor¬ 
mation could be obtained to enable him to furnish youi 
honouiable Couit with a complete view of all the impoitant 
consideiations connected with that lettei. 

2. The sentiments of the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council on 
the oideis contained m the sepaiate lettei fiom youi honour¬ 
able Couit of Febiuaiy 1801, above adveited to, foi new 
modelling the corps of native cavaliy of this establishment, 
weie submitted in detail to youi honouiable Couit, m the 
sepaiate lettei m the military depaitment, dated the 7th of 
Octobei 1802, by the Telegtap7i packet, a duplicate of which 
was then also tiansmitted to youi honouiable Couit by an 
oveiland despatch His Excellency m Council in his sepaiate 
despatch of the 7th Octobei 1802, aftei submitting in detail 
his sentiments, and those of the Commandei-m-Chief respect¬ 
ing the new foimation of the coips ctf native cavaliy, stated 
to youi honouiable Couit, that he deemed it to be his duty 
to suspend the oideis of youi honouiable Couit foi new 
modelling that coips, and to submit the whole subject foi the 
further consideration of youi honouiable Couit 

® The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council at the same time took 
the libel ty of submitting his fuither opinion to youi honouiable 
Couit, that it would be expedient to postpone any pioceed- 


* This is a loner detail of the mihtai y establishment —[Ed ] 
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mgs on this impoitant subject, until he should be enabled 
after a full consideiation of the geneial condition of youi 
nulitaiy establishments, with lefeiencc to the piobable state 
of oui political lelitions m India, to explain with accuiacy 
his detailed sentiments upon the extent and constitution of 
the foice necessaiy foi the defence ot the lionouiable Com¬ 
pany’s possessions m India* 

4 The subsequent oideis liowevci, of youi honouiablc 
Couit of the 20tli of Apul 1803, foi new modelling the coips 
of native cavaliy, (which weie earned into eflect b\ the 
Goveinoi-Geneial in Council,) lcndei it unneccssaiy foi the 
Goveinoi-Geneial in Council to adveit fuitliei to the loiilla¬ 
tion and constitution of the coips of native cavaliy 

5. Youi lionouiable Couit is fully appused of the state of 
affans m India smee the date of the despatch fiom the Go¬ 
veinoi-Geneial m Council of the 30th of Septembei 1801, 
adveited to in the 1st paiagrapli of this lettei , and conse¬ 
quently youi lionouiable Couit lias mticipated the impossi¬ 
bility of furnishing youi honouiablc Couit fiom this Go¬ 
vernment, with a complete view of all the impoitant con- 
sideiations connected with the subject of youi sepaiate 
lettei of the lltli of Febiuaiy 1801 The Goveinoi-Geneial 
m Council, hovvevei, has foi some tune past been desuous of 
leviewing the punciplcs on which the nulitaiy establishments 
of India have been enci eased since the date of the advices 
fiom your honouiable Couit of the 11th of Febiuaiy 1801, 
and of submitting the lesult to the consideiation of youi 
honoui able Couit, but his Excellency m Council has hitlieito 
been pi evented fiom canymg this intention into effect by the 
state of public affan s m India 

6 Youi lionouiable Couit is awaie of the difficulty which 
still cxisis of stating with accuiacy, a comparative view of the 
peimanent lesouices and cliaiges ausing fiom the late wai. 
The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council liowevei, is desnous of 
explaining the motives which have compelled linn fiom time 
to time to cnciease the anny at the Piesidcncies of Foit Wil¬ 
liam, Foit St Geoige and Bombay 

7 Youi honouiablc Couit will be pleased to obseivc, that 
this despatch is exclusively dnectedto the consideiation of the 
native military foice lequued foi this countiy. It is them- 
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tcntion of the Govcinoi-Gcneial m Council, to submit to youi 
honouiable Couit m a sepaiate adchcss, tlie sentiments of this 
government with lcgaid to the amount ot Euiopean lioops 
which the Govcinoi-Geneial in Council deems to he indis¬ 
pensable foi the seivice of India 

8 The 01 dels of youi lionouiable Couit undei date the 
lltli of Febiuaiy 1801, lespccting the natrve cavaliy having 
been leplied to m the general lettei fiom the Go\einoi-Ge- 
neial in Council of the 30th of Apul 1801*, it only lemains to 
considci the opeiation of those oideis with legald to the 
native mfantiy at youi diffeient Piesidencies 

9 The oideis of the lltli of Febiuaiy 1801, do not 
piescnbe any piecise numbei of legiments of native in¬ 
fantry for the Piesidency of Bengal, but youi honouiable 
Couit has obseived, that “engagements lecently contacted 
with the Nabob Viziei would doubtless pio\e highly advan¬ 
tageous to the secunty and prospenty of youi Bengal piovm- 
ces,” and “ that of couise whatevei addition, it might have 
become necessaiy to make to youi native mfantiy establish¬ 
ment, foi the pui pose of fulfilling these engagements, would 
be cheeifully acquiesced m ” 

10 With lespect to the establishment of Fort St Geoige 
and Bombay, youi honouiable Couit was pleased in youi 
lettei of the 11th of Febiuaiy J.801, to direct that the native 
mfantiy at Foit St Geoige should consist of fouiteen regi¬ 
ments Youi honouiable Couit was also of opinion that foui 
legiments of native mfantiy, with the maiine battalion would 
be sufficient foi the seivice of the Piesidency of Bombay, as 
well as to piovide the ti oops lequned undei oui subsidiaiy 
engagements with the Rajah of Tiavancoie, and the Nabob 
of Suiat But your honouiable Couit’s oideis on this blanch 
of the subject, were not positive, and you expi eased an in¬ 
tention of awaiting the leceipt fiom India of moie accmate 
information, befoie you passed a final judgment with regaid 
to the establishment of native mfantiy for Bombay, with 
lefeiencc to oui engagements with the Nabob of Suiat, and 
the Rajali of Tiavancoie 

11 Befoie the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council pioceeds to 
„submit to youi honouiable couit the punciples on which the 

execution of youi oideis of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801, weie 
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suspended, as well as the extent of the augmentations wlucli 
have since been made in yom native infantiy establishments, 
it appeals to be necessaiy to adveit to that pait of youi 
honouiable couit’s lettei which 1 elates to the extinction of 
the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, and to the immediate piacti- 
cability of 1 educing oui linlitaiy establishments, exclusively 
with lefeience to that mipoitant event 

12 No doubt can be entei tamed that the lcduction of the 
hostile powei of Mjsoie lelieied the goveinmciit of India 
fiom the constant dangci to wlmh it w r as exposed liom the 
hatied and ambition of that poweiful state But in consi- 
deung the amount of foice lequned foi the establishment of 
Foit St Gcoige, it will be expedient to examine the effects 
denved fiom the change of afFans m a nnhtaiy point of view 
since the death of Tippoo Sultaun, and fiom the compa- 
lative secunty occasioned by that event to the Butisli pos¬ 
sessions m the Peninsula 

13 A lefeience to the stiength of our aimy m the Cai- 
natic duiing the wai of 17S0, will demonstiatc that the nnli- 
taiy establishment of Foit St Gcoige was not fixed on a 
scale equal ^o the defence of its temtoiies against the house 
of Hydei Ally, making evciy allowance foi the cucum- 
stances of that penod of tune, no doubt can exist that oui 
actual foice was insufficient to oppose the piogiess of Hydei 
Ally With the assistance of a veiy laige detachment fiom 
the Bengal aimy at a latei penod of that wai, Sn Eyie 
Coote himself was unable to maintain an equal contest with 
Hydei Ally 

14. The expencnce obtained m that wai, and the geneial 
notice which the aftans of India began to attiact m England 
about that penod of tune, pioduced a levision of oui mili- 
taiy establishments on the coast of Coiomandel, and it has 
been leceived as a geneial opinion, that the aimy of Foit St 
Geoige was lestoied duiing the adnnmstiation of Su A 
Campbell, m the yeais 1786 and 17S7, to a state of much 
greatei compaiative efficiency, and of a consequent secunty 
against the powei of Tippoo Sultaun 

15. Subsequent events soon pioduced the test of those 
opinions, oui mode of waifaie was changed, and it was found 
that the only effectual system of defence consisted in a dncct 
attack on the dominions of the Sultaun, an attempt was 
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made to cairy the wai of 1790 into the enemy’s countiy, 
with tioops fiom the establishment of Foit St Geoige alone 
10 But the events of that campaign, and a bettei consi- 
deiation of the question, teimmated in the indispensable ne¬ 
cessity of a veiy extensive co-opeiation fiom the Presidencies 
of Bengal and Bombay, in oidei to cany into effect the plan 
of the wai conducted by Loid Cornwallis 

17 In the yeai 1796, the establishment of the aimy undei 
the government of Foit St Geoige was agam revised, and 
it was fixed on a scale computed fiom the actual state of oui 
affans in the Peninsula at that penod of time, m i elation to 
the powei of oui extei nal enemies, as well as to the means of 
suppoiting internal tianquillity 

18 Fiom the gieat inteiest which the affans of India had 
excited m England, it may be piesumed, that the establish¬ 
ment of 1796 was fixed on the basis of a full and compre¬ 
hensive consideration of the question, but when the impla¬ 
cable enmity of Tippoo Sultaun, piovoked the Bntish Go¬ 
vernment to wai in the year 1799, the militaiy establishment 
of Foit St Geoige, fixed with the caution alieady stated, 
was alone found to be totally inadequate to the prosecution of 
a successful war against the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, di¬ 
minished as his lesouices weie by the successful teimination 
of the wai of 1792, and it became necessaiy again to apply a 
poweiful co-opeiation fiom the Piesidencies of Bengal and 
Bombay foi the purpose of reducing and finally of subvert¬ 
ing the dangerous powei of the Sultaun 

19 Fiom this statement it appeals, that the unsuccessful 
wai of 1780, as well as the successful war of 1790, pioduced 
the necessity of an augmentation of the militaiy establish¬ 
ment of Foit St Geoige at those different penods of time 
It is unnecessary to obseive, that the considerations which 
gave use to that measuie, undei cncumstances so entnely 
dissinulai, could not be denved fiom the same cause, but it 
is evident that if the militaiy establishment of Foit St Geoige, 
undei that vanety of cncumstances, occasioned by the im¬ 
provement of our administration, by the mciease of oui 
lesouices and stiength, and by the diminution of the powei 
of Tippoo Sultaun, was nevei equal to contend with that 
Prince, without poweiful assistance fiom Bengal and Bom¬ 
bay , the extent of the establishment of Foit St Geoige has 
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been governed less by considciations applicable to the powei 
of the house of Hydei Ally than by causes msepaiable fiom 
the internal admimstiation and lesouiscb of that Piesidency 

20 It is umeasouable to suppose, and indeed might be 
pioved if necessaiy, that at the impoitant penods ol 1780, 
1790, and 1799, all the lesouices of the Government of Foit 
Sc Geoigc weie hi ought into action, and it is sufficiently 
known that the lesult ot those exeitions invaiiably pioduced 
the most inconvenient diminution ot the foice allotted foi the 
internal piotection ot the piovmces 

21 Duung the wai ot 1180, the Polygais of Tinnelly 
lefused obedience to the Butisli Government, the Zemin- 
dais of Calastiy and Bomiauzepollam joined the standaid 
of Hydei Ally, and in the noitliein Cncais we maintained 
oui Government loss by the powei of the Company than by 
the suffeiance of its tiibutanes 

22 Aftei the wai of 17S0, it became necessaiy to equip 
two ai nnes against the southern Polygais commanded by 
Colonels Fullaiton and Stuait, and the contiolof the Butish 
Government was nominally lestoied aftei a veiy heavy loss 
of men on both occasions With lespect to the noitliein 
Cncais we weie compelled to accept such a levenuc, as the 
Zemmdais weie willing to pa), without admitting any contiol 
ovei then militaiy establishments 

23 The conduct of the southern Polygais duung the 
wai of 1790, lendeied it necessaiy to equip a laige aimy 
immediately aftei the conclusion of peace in 1792, undei 
the command of Colonel Maxwell, while the insolence and 
independence assumed duung the same penod by the Ze- 
nnndais of the noitliein Cncais, teimmated m the death of 
Vizeiam Rauze at the head of a consideiable foice m open 
lebellion 

24 Aftei the conclusion of peace in 1799, the same events 
occuiied and the extent of lebellions m oui ancient posses¬ 
sions, manifested that the success of oui final contest with 
Tippoo Sultan had pioduced no immediate effect on oui 
tuibulent tributanes, diffeient fiom that pioduced by the 
events of foimei wais 

25 Fiom this lecital of facts, it will appeal that the same 
consequences have followed invaiiably eveiy exeition which 
we have made to meet the house of Hydei Ally m the field, 
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"by withdi awing tlic force appointed foi the piotcction of the 
provinces, if theiefoie, notwithstanding the assistance de- 
lived fiom Bengal and Bombay, the establishment of Foit 
St Geoige has always been unequal to contend with the 
house of Hjder Ally without lecourse to the destiuctive 
measuie of weakening the provinces, and if the tnbutanes 
of the Company m the distant provinces have not been more 
encouiaged to lebellion by the events of unsuccessful wai, 
than detened by those of piosperous contest fiom avaihng 
themselves of the temporary absence of the British tioops; 
it is manifest not only that the establishment of Fort St 
George had not been fixed on consideiations exclusively 
relative to the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, but that it had 
always been legulated by causes intimately connected with 
the preseivation of internal tianquillity 

26 If it had been safe to connect the diminution of the 
military establishment of Foit St Geoige with the diminu¬ 
tion of the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, no period would have 
affoided a moie favouiable oppoitumty of effecting that 
ceconomical measuie than that of the war m 1792 
27. Dui mg that war the power of Gieat Britain in India 
and of Tippoo Sultaun had been compaied and completely 
ascei tamed in then lelation to each other It was pioved 
that the Sultaun was incapable of lesisting the concentiated 
foice of the Company, and the lesult of the contest was the 
actual diminution of one half of the power of Tippoo Sultaun, 
while the Company derived a pioportionate augmentation 
of lesouices fiom its shaie of the conqueied countnes. It 
is manifest theiefoie, that a xevival of the contest which had 
aheady been pioved to have been unequal could not lea- 
sonably have been expected undei a change of circumstances, 
so injuiious to the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, while on the 
othei hand the positive augmentation of stiength denved to 
the Company from the events of that contest, justified an 
expectation of the stability of its powei, with lespect to Tip¬ 
poo Sultaun, as well as of the mternal tianquillity of its tern- 
tonal possessions. 

28 No doubt can exist that m deteimming the future 
extent of the mihtaiy establishment of Fort St Geoige, the 
Government was not biassed by an appiehension of the powei 
of Tippoo Sultaun, connected with the extent of his foimei* 
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lesouices, 01 by a jealousy of that pi mce's hostile dispositions, 
undei the gcncious and indulgent conditions of peace gianted 
to him at Seimgapatam 

29 This then was the penod of time most favourable to a 
secuie leduction of the nnhtaiy establishment of Foit St 
Geoige, if that establishment oi anypait of it, had been fixed 
on giounds exclusively applicable to the powei of TLippoo 
Sultaun, but it w is not deemed advis ible to l educe the nnlitai y 
establishment of Foil Si Geoige m consequence of that 
event, and if on the conti aiy it v as judged expedient to aug¬ 
ment the establishment at that veiy jenod of time, it i& lea- 
sonable to conclude that the giounds of policy must have 
been distinct fiom consuleiations ofdangei to be appieliended 
fiom the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, an augmentation of the 
militaiy establishment of Foit St. Geoige was autliouzcd 
undei all the advantageous ciicumstances immediately flowing 
fiom the issue of the wai of 1790, we must thcicfoie tiace 
the policy of the Butish Government m l*uh i to a difieient 
souice, and undei the ciicumstances now dcscubcd, it is 
obvious that oui attention must be dnectcd to the internal 
government of the temtoiies immediately dependent on the 
Piesidency of Foit St Geoige 

30 It is manifest fiom the facts alicndy lclated, that 
neithei the Polygais of the Carnatic, noi the Zeimndais of 
the noithein Cncais, had been sufficiently subjected to the 
Butish Government at the penod of the conquest of Mvsoie, 
and that they exei cised an independent powei totally incom¬ 
patible with the establishment of a legulai civil goveinment 
m that pait of the Company’s possessions That the spmt 
of disobedience and affectation of independence continued 
long after the l eduction of Sermgapatam m 1799, to animate 
the bieast of those turbulent tiibutanes, and the extent of 
the rebellions which existed m the temtoiies, subject to the 
government of Foit St George, at a consideiablc distance of 
time from the death of Tippoo Sultaun, incontestably pioves 
that the evil was neithei exclusively denvable fiom the power 
of Tippoo Sultaun (although always mcieased by the opera¬ 
tion of that cause,) noi immediately controlable by the aug¬ 
mented powei of the Company m the peninsula. 

31. If these weie the tiue and efficient causes of the state 
of affans under the government of Foit St. Geoige aftei the 
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conquest of Mysore, it lull be necessaiy to consider how lai 
tli§ opeiation of those causes was mci eased 01 diminished by 
the extension of oui temtoiies m the peninsula, cflected by 
the conquest of Mysoie, and by the treaty of Hydiabad con¬ 
cluded m Octobei, 1800, with the Nizam 

32 The dominions of Tippoo Sultaun, like those of the 
Nabob of Aicot, weie composed of the possessions of tnbu- 
taiy but independent chieftains, gradually subdued by Hyder 
Ally, and added to his government, the chieftains of Malabai 
continued to oppose a lesistance to the aims of Hydei Ally 
and of Tippoo Sultaun, no less obstinate than that opposed 
to the government of the Nabob of Aicot, and of the Com¬ 
pany, by the Polygais of Tmivelly The chieftains who in¬ 
habit the piovmce of Gonamcondah aie a continuation of 
the same tubes as aie settled in the distucts of Clnttooi, and 
extend then powei along the eastern side of the hills which 
divide the Carnatic some of those polygais weie nevei effec¬ 
tually subjugated to the government of Mysoie, while the 
existence of the descendants of all of them, as well as of the 
Hindoo Rajahs, whose ancient possessions he in the noitli- 
western paits of the Peninsula, rendeied it necessary foi 
Tippoo Sultaun to maintain a large disposable force for the 
suppiession of commotions, and at the same time to exeicise 
the piomptest exeitions of a despotic government foi the 
suppoit of his authority 

33 In the distucts ceded to the allies by Tippoo Sultaun, 
m confoimity to the tieaty of 1792, pietensions founded on 
these claims weie levived. The succession of events m Ma¬ 
labai supeisedes the necessity of descnbing the effects of 
those causes m that province, and the government of the 
Nizam’s officeis, equally weak and conupt m the piovmces 
ceded to his Highness, peimitted many of the chieftains ex¬ 
pelled by Hydei Ally and Tippoo Sultaun to le-establish 
themselves m the temtoiies of then ancestois In establish¬ 
ing theiefoie a government upon the mins of the powei of 
Tippoo Sultaun, the Presidency of Foit St George succeeded 
to the government of a people held m subjection by the des¬ 
potic exeicise of militaiy powei, ignoiant of the mildei influ¬ 
ence of a government founded on a system of laws, and 
habituated undei the exactions of unfeeling tyianny to with¬ 
hold at whatevei usk the levenue of the state. 
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31 In succeeding to the government of tlic Nizam in the 
piovinces ceded by his Highness to the Company undei the 
tieaty of Hydiabad m 1800, the government of Foil St 
Geoifie had to contend with all the evils accumulated undei 
the aibitiaiy despotism of Tippoo Sultaun, and the subse¬ 
quent iela\ation of mihiaiy powei mnoduced by the Nizam 
In both cases the piogiess of all human institutions lcquued 
that a consideiable intcival of time should mteivene between 
the acknowledgment of the Bntisli powei m the newly ac- 
quned countnes, and the establishment of a model ate govern¬ 
ment ol system and law 

35 In the subveision of the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, the 
necessity of maintaining a nnlitaiy powei was unquestionably 
involved to the extent lequisite foi pieseiving the encigies of 
Government fiom lclavation, and m the substitution of the 
Bntisli Government foi that of the Nizam and of Tippoo 
Sultaun, the extent of that necessity was intimately connected 
with the augmentation of those causes, which had pievioujly 
lendeied indispensable a laigc nnlitaiy establishment foi the 
puipose of suppoitmg and enfoicmg the Company’s autho- 
nty in the Carnatic and in the northern Cncais 

36 An immediate leduction of the militaiy establishment 
of Foit St Geoige founded solely on the dcstiuction of the 
powei of Tippoo Sultaun, would not only have depnved that 
government of the means of adnumsteiing the affans of the 
ceded and conqueied countnes, but would have curtailed 
those veiy means which evpenence had shewn were indis¬ 
pensably icquisite to the pieseivation of the internal tian- 
quilhty of oui ancient possessions undei the Presidency of 
Foit St Geoige, the death of Tippoo and the destiuction of 
Ins powei unquestionably removed a piegnant and constant 
souice of dangei to the Butish Government, but the same 
events did not immediately suppiess the causes which me¬ 
naced the internal tianqiullity of that Punce’s dominions, as 
well as that of the British possessions. If therefore the ac¬ 
tual state of the Bntisli Government at the conclusion of the 
tieaty of 1792 lequued that the nnlitaiy establishment of 
Fort St. Geoige should be augmented upon the giounds of 
internal secunty, absolutely unconnected with any increased 
apprehension of dangei fiom the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, 
it is demonstrable that the opeiation of the same causes ne- 
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cessauly requned an augmentation of loiee piopoitionatc to 
the diffeience between the tciutones ceded at that pcnod of 
time, and those which had been acquued since the conquest 
of Mysoio’ 

37 This statement explains the causes which lcndeied it 
necessaiy to adopt (at least until the civil government should 
he completely established, within the new teintones subject 
to the government of Foil St George), a diffeient basis fiom 
that stated m the fiist pait of yom lionouiable Couil’s lettei 
of the lltli of Febiuaiy, 1801, foi the legulation of youi 
militaiy establishment in the Peninsula of India, which ap¬ 
pears to foim the pnncipal object of youi consideiation m 
the despatch of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801 

38 In considenng the application of the oideis of the 11th 
of Febiuaiy, 1801, to the Piesidency of Bengal, youi lionoui- 
able Couit will be pleased to obseive, that on the 29th of 
May, 1800, the anangements of this Government, then in 
piogiess with the Nabob Viziei (of which youi honouiable 
Court is fully appuzed), lendeied it indispensably necessaiy 
to augment the aimy of tins establishment, by an addition of 
two regiments of native mfantiy (viz the 18th and 19th), m 
consequence of the intended leduction of the Nabob Viziei’s 
militaiy force, and with a view to the piotection and internal 
tianquillity of the piovinces ceded to the honouiable Com¬ 
pany by the Vizier—youi honouiable Couit was duly m- 
foimed by the Govemoi-Geneial m Council, m the ge- 
neial lettei fiom this depaitment of the 31st of July, 1800, 
of the augmentation to the army to which this paiagraph 
lefeis. His Excellency in Council had also the honoui 
to state to youi honouiable Couit, m the geneial lettei 
fiom the Goveinoi-General m Council of the 30th of Sep¬ 
tember, 1802, that the manne battalion had been foimed 
into a legiment, and denominated the manne oi 20th legi- 
ment of native mfantiy. 

39 Youi honourable Couit was mfoimed m the geneial 
lettei fiom this department of the 30th Septembei, 1802, 
that his Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief had been le- 
quested to favoui the Goveinor-Geneial in Council with his 
sentiments and opinion lespecting the stiength of the army 
to be maintained duung the continuation of peace foi the 
piotection and internal duties of the honouiable Company’s 
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possessions immediately dependent on this Piesidency, (in¬ 
cluding the piovmces ceded by the Viziei, and the leseivcd 
piovinces of the Viziei) and also foi affoiding occasional 
lehef to the tioops at Foit Mailhoiough and Piince of 
Wales’s Island 

40 In the geneial lettei of the 30th of Septembei, 1802, 
the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council had the honour to state 
to youi lionouiable Couit, that his Excellency the Com- 
niandei-in-Chief was of opinion that six legnnenls of native 
cavaliy, tlmty companies of gun Lascais, and foity batta¬ 
lions of native mfantiy, would be baiely adequate to the 
above puiposes The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council has 
the lionoui to tiansmit a numbei m the piesent packet, 
a copy of the Adjutant-Geneial’s lettei, dated the 6th of 
August, 1802, and of the statement lefened to m that 
lettei, containing the distubution of the foice above lefened 
to, and to solicit the attention of youi lionouiable Couit to 
the sentiments and opinion of the Commandei-in-Chief ex- 
piessed m that lettei Youi honouiable Court will obseive, 
that the foice then pioposed by the Commandei-in-Chief as 
a peace establishment would be scaiecly adequate to the due 
peifoimancc of the common oidinaiy duties, and that the 
tioops allotted foi the puncipal stations of the Piesidency, 
Builianpoie, Dmapoie, and Bcnaies, would not be moie 
than sufficient to furnish one lehef of guaids, escoits, and 
detachments 

41 Withicgaidto the Piesidencies ofFdit St Geoige and 
Bombay, the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council has the honour 
to infoiin youi lionouiable Couit that at the penod of time 
at which the commands of youi honouiable Couit of the 11th 
ofFcbiuaiy, 1801, weie leceived by the Goveinoi-Geneial 
m Council, the commotion which existed in the southern 
distucts of the Carnatic and noithein Cncais, the demands 
of militaiy foice foi the seiuce m Egypt, foi the occupa¬ 
tion of the teriitones ceded by his Highness the Nizam, and 
foi the pieseivanon of tianquilhty m Mysoic, lequned the 
application of the entne militaiy lesouices of the Piesidency 
of Foit St Geoige, with the addition of the aid derived from 
the establishment of Bombay Even these lesouices, with 
such additional aid, pi oved insufficient to meet the immediate 
exigencies of the public service, and it Was necessaiy to de- 
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tacli a foicc fiom Bengal foi the puipose of quelling the dis- 
tuihances m the noithein Cncais 

42 Although the tcims of the letlei fiom youi honouiahle 
Couit of the 11th of Februaiy, 1801, appeal to indicate an 
expectation on the pait of youi honouiahle Coiut, that the 
oi dei s which that lettei contained would be earned into im¬ 
mediate effect, the Goveinoi-Geneial could not leconcile 
with his sense of lespect foi the wisdom and expenence of 
your honouiahle Couit, the supposition that it could be the 
intention of youi honouiahle Couit by these oideis to supei- 
sede the exei cise of his discietion undei his legal lesponsi- 
bility to the Company and to Ins soveieign, m the eventual 
modification, oi total suspension of the pioposed l eduction of 
the nulitaiy foice in India 

43 The known piudence -of youi honouiahle Couit must 
ceitainly pieclude the possibility of any oidei being issued 
to be carried into effect m these distant possessions, without 
lefeience to the existing cusis of affans on the spot, oi to 
any local consideiations, involving not only the geneial tian- 
quillity and secunty of the Company’s possessions m India, 
but even the means of executing otliei oideis of your ho- 
nouiable Couit (communicated thiough the Seciet Com¬ 
mittee) for the vigoious piosecution of the wai against the 
common enemy A compliance with the injunctions of your 
honouiahle Couit foi the leduction of the nulitaiy establish¬ 
ment of Foit St Geoige, at the penod of time when the 
letter of the 11th of Febiuaiy was leceived, would have 
compelled the Butish Government to have abandoned the 
southern distiicts of the Carnatic without defence to the le- 
belliousPolygais, to have evacuated the temtones ceded by 
his Highness the Nizam, and to have withdiawn a considei- 
able poition of the tioops stationed in Mysoie, while it would 
have depnved the Butish Government m India of eveiy 
lesouice foi the piosecution of the wai in Egypt, oi foi 
eventual lesistance to any attempt which the French might 
have meditated either against oui possessions oi against 
those of oui allies 

44 In this view of the subject, the Goveinoi-Geneial m 
Council did not deem it to be necessaiy oi advisable to 
make any immediate lefeience to the governments of the 
subordinate Piesidencies on the subject of the oideis of youi 
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honouiable Couit of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801, foi the le- 
duction of the aimy in India, consideung himself to be bound 
by eveiy obligation of the Govemoi-Geneial’s aiduous 
chaige, by his duty towaids youi honouiable Couit and 
the honouiable Company, as well as towaids his soveieign 
and his countiy, to suspend altogetliei the execution of an 
oidei, which m the judgment of the Goveinoi-Geneial m 
Council, could not have been cuncd into effect, without the 
instantaneous min of many of the most valuable possessions 
of the honouiable Company, and without the immediate 
liazaid of all the Butish intei ests in the Peninsula of India 

45 Shoitly aftei the leceipt of youi honouiable Couit’s 
commands of the lltli of Febiuaiy, 1801, the successful 
teimination of the contest with the southern Polygars at that 
penod of time consideiably alleviated the exigencies of the 
public seivice, but the oideis leceived about the same time 
fiom foi the occupation of the Poituguese settlements m 
China and the East Indies, the lecent tiansfei of the civil 
and nuhtaiy admimstiation of the Carnatic to the authonty 
of the Company, the absence (likely then to be long pio- 
tiacted) of the tioops employed on seivice m Egypt, and the 
geneial postuie of affans in this quaitei of the globe, ap¬ 
pealed at that penod of tune to the Goveinoi-Geneial in 
Council to lendei the fuithei suspension of the oiders of 
youi honouiable Couit of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801, foi the 
i eduction of the nuhtaiy establishments m India, indispen¬ 
sably necessaiy to the pieseivation of the Bntisli possessions 
m India 

46 The Governoi-General stated the sentiments expiessed 
m the pieceding paiagiaphs of this despatch to the light 
honouiable Loid Clive, Goveinoi of Foit St. George, m a 
despatch fiom Allahabad, dated the 19th of Decembei, 1801, 
lecoided on the pioceedmgs m the seciet depaitment of the 
7th of Januaiy following The Goveinoi-General at the 
same time mfoimed Loid Clive, that consideiations of a 
similai natuie applicable to the internal condition of the Go¬ 
vernment of Bombay, and connected with the neai lelation 
which its militaiy establishments beai to the secuiity of the 
Butish Empue m the Peninsula of India, and to the means 
of piosecuting the wai m Egypt, rendered the suspension of 
the oiders of youi honourable Couit of Febiuaiy, 1801, with 
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leference to the militaiy establishment of that Piesidency 
equally necessaiy The 1 eduction of the nulltaiy establish¬ 
ments of eithei of the Piesidencies of Foit St Geoige 01 
Bombay, is so intimately connected with the secunty of the 
possessions subject to the authonty of the other, that the 
questions could not be sepaiated 

47 The effect of those sentiments upon the Governoi-Ge¬ 
neral would have induced his Excellency to have withheld' 
any leference to Loid Clive on the subject of the 1 eduction 
of the aimy, until a moie tianquil aspect should have wai- 
1 anted an expectation that the foices at Foit St. Geoige 
and Bombay might have been leduced without dangei to the 
geneial secunty But the intention which Loid Clive had 
then announced to the Goveinoi-Geneial, then absent from 
Fort William, of returning to Euiope that season, lendeied 
the Goveinoi *-Geneial anxious to bung the whole question 
distinctly undei lus Loidship’s view, pie\iously to his de- 
paituie foi Euiope 

48 The Goveinoi-Geneial at the same time intimated to 
Loid Chve that his Loidship in Council at that penod of 
time possessed the advantage of availing himself of the opi¬ 
nion of Lieut -Geneial Stuart on the geneial question m ad¬ 
dition to the geneial knowledge of the military affaiis of Foit 
St Geoige and Bombay, possessed by that able and distin¬ 
guished office] Lieut,-Geneial Stuait had then occupied 
the situation of Commandei-in-Chief at Foit St Geoige a 
sufficient length of time to considei the subject undei all its 
vanous lelations. 

49 Undei these considei anons the Goveinoi-Geneial com¬ 
municated Ins desne to be furnished at as eaily a penod of 
time as might be piacticable with the opinion of the light 
honouiable the Goveinoi m Council of Foit St. Geoige, 
aided by the expenence, judgment, and local knowledge of 
Lieut -Geneial Stuait upon the subject of leducmg the mili- 
taiy estabhshments of both the Piesidencies of Foit St 
Geoige and Bombay to the scale piescnbed by the oideis of 
your honoui able couit of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801, with 
lefeience not only to the actual postuie of the Bntish intei- 
ests m the peninsula of India under the existing cnsis of 
affaiis, but also to the consideiation of the situation in which 
those mteiests would be placed undei the consequences likely 
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to ensue immediately aftei the conclusion of a geneial paci¬ 
fication in Euiope 

50 In pursuance of the oideis contained in the Goveinoi- 
Geneial’s despatch of the 19th of Decembei, 1801, above 
adveited to, the light honouiable the Governoi m Council of 
Foit St G-eoige m a despatch fiom the Seciet Dcpaitment 
dated the 18th of June, 18053, to the G-oveinoi-General m 
Council, submitted foi the consideiation of this government 
the sentiments and opinions of the government of Foit St 
Geoige, with respect to the extent of the mihtaiy foice le- 
quisite foi the secunty and defence of the honouiable Com¬ 
pany’s possessions immediately dependent on the Piesidency 
of Fort St Geoige, founded on the detailed considciations 
stated m the despatch of the 18th of June, 1802, and in the 
enclosuies of that despatch With a view to place the whole 
of this impoitant subject immediately before your honouiable 
Couit, the Goveinoi-General m Council has the lionoui to 
tiansmit a numbei in the piesent packet, a copy of the lettei 
fiom the government of Foit St Geoige of the lStli of June, 
1802, above adveited to, and copies of the enclosuies lefened 
to m that lettei, including thiee separate minutes homlns 
Excellency Lieut -Geneial Stuait, dated the 22nd of Januaiy, 
9th and 16th of March, 1802, containing his Excellency's de¬ 
tailed sentiments on this important subject 

51. Your honouiable Couit will obseive that the Govern¬ 
ment of Foit St, George on the 18th of June, 1802, entered 
into a dehbeiate consideiation of this important subject, and 
examined the punciples upon which Loi d Clive m Ins Loi d- 
ship’s separate despatch to the Goveinor-Geneial, dated the 
18th of September, 1800, had pioposed fifty-eight battalions 
of native mfantiy foi the service of the Piesidency of Foil 
St Geoige 

52 Lieutenant-General Stuait assumed the giound of the 
general punciples stated m Loid Clive’s despatch of the 
18th of Septembei, 1800, above adveited to, and lccoidcd 
his Excellency’s sentiments in the sepaiate minutes of the 
22d of Januaiy, 9th and 16tli of Maicli, 1802, The Go¬ 
vernoi-Geneial in Council is peisuaded that your honouiable 
Court will affoid the most attentive and dehbeiate consi¬ 
deration to the leasonmgs and obseivations of his Excellency 
Lieut -Geneial Stuait on this highly important subject, 

VOL v 2 a 
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53 On the 7th of Februaiy, 1802, the Goveinoi-Geneial 
received at Lucknow the intelligence of the ratification of the 
pielimmanes of peace between his Majesty and the Fiench 
Government, and immediately issued oideis to effect a con- 
sideiable i eduction of the military expences and establish¬ 
ments of the diffeient Piesidencies Youi honourable Couit 
was duly apprized in the general lettei to youi lionouiable 
Court, dated 30th Septembei, 1802, of the measuies which 
weie adopted on this occasion by the Goveinoi-Geneial, 
and you weie also mfoimed of the effect of those oideis m 
the diminution of the mihtaiy expences, and that the i educ¬ 
tion effected m the military charges at the diffeient Piesi¬ 
dencies undei the special mstiuctions of the Govemoi-Ge- 
neral amounted to £ 783,733 13s. %\d. 

54. At no period of time smce the receipt of youi honoui- 
able Court’s oideis of Febiuary, 1801, was it practicable foi 
the Governor-General m Council to attempt any i eductions 
of the military establishments of India, excepting those above 
adverted to, which however weie limited, and pioved to be of 
a temporary natuie, in consequence of the lenewal of hosti¬ 
lities with Fiance The lenewal of hostilities with Fiance, 
combined with the pieviously existing state of affaus m India 
relatively to the Mahiatta state, rendered it necessary to 
make eveiy exeition to counteiact any hostile attempt of the 
Fiench upon the possessions of the Company, and to piose- 
cute the wai in Hmdostan and the Deccan, and consequently 
to make consideiable augmentations to its militaiy establish¬ 
ments m India. 

55. It may merit the attention of your honouiable Couit, 
that every augmentation which the Goveinoi-Geneial in 
Council has made to the native foice m India, has been con- 
sideiably mfenoi to that lecommended by the most lespect- 
able military authonties on the spot, and that eveiy reduc¬ 
tion which Ins Excellency has effected has exceeded the 
limits prescribed by the same authorities 

56 An inconsiderable penod of time had elapsed aftei the 
system of military reduction piescnbed by the Governoi- 
Geneial’s ordeis of the 8th of Febiuaiy, 1802, had been 
commenced, when that able and expenenced ofScei, Lieut - 
Geneial Stuait, lecoided his opinion at Foit St Geoige, 
that the leduced establishment of the Piesidency of Fort St 
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Geoige was inadequate to the exigencies of the public sei- 
vice duung a season of peace , and the sentiments of his Ex¬ 
cellency Geneial Lake (whose distinguished cliaiactei and 
transcendent sei vices demand the highest lespect) with le- 
gaid to the actual insufficiency of the militaiy establishment 
of Foit William, conesponded with those of Lieut-Geneial 
Stuait 

57 Undei these cucumstances, the Goveinoi-Geneial in 
Council could not ventuie to expose the Bntish mteiests m 
India dunng a season of wai to the impel feet piotection of a 
militaiy foice, declaied by the Commandeis-m-Chief to be 
inadequate to the security of the Company’s possessions in a 
season of peace with Fiance, even if oui lelations with the 
native powers of India had at that time removed all dangei of 
a combination with oui Euiopean enemies 

58. The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council is now of opinion 
that upon the last peace with Fiance, Ins solicitude to cany 
into effect the plan of youi honouiable Couit foi the i educ¬ 
tion of debt and foi the diminution of the militaiy chaiges, led 
his Excellency to adopt a moie speedy and extensive leduc- 
tion of the native coips than was stnctly compatible with the 
permanent safety of the honouiable Company’s possessions 

59. Youi honouiable Couil is awaie that in caiiymg that 
plan into execution, the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council dif- 
feied in opmion with the most lespectable militaiy autho- 
lities in India 

60 Expenence has proved that the native coips, even m 
Bengal, cannot be leciuited with the facihty and despatch 
generally supposed, while any sudden 1 eduction of these 
coips furmshes a dangeious souice of supply to the armies 
of the native states 

61 The Governor-General m Council theiefore deems it 
to be his duty to submit to youi honouiable Couit his con¬ 
scientious opinion that gieat danger may be expected to 
result to your interests m India by any attempt to l educe 
any branch of our pnhtary establishments, even m time of 
peace, to a scale inadequate to the oidmaiy exigencies of 
wai 

62, The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council is decidedly of opi¬ 
nion that substantial secunty foi durable peace in India is to 
be denved from a constant state of piepaiation foi wai, and 
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the judgment and expeuence of youi honouiable Couit will 
anticipate the peculiar necessity of applying this punciple to 
oui native establishments 

63 The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council now pioceeds to 
submit to youi honouiable Couit a statement of the augmen¬ 
tation of the militaiy establishments which weie made m 
consequence of the renewal of wai with Fiance, and of the 
commencement of the Main atta war, togethei with the aug¬ 
mentations and anangement which became necessaiy m conse¬ 
quence of the treaties of peace, paitition, subsidy, and alliance. 

64? Youi honouiable Couit is appiized that in the month 
of June, 1803, the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council deemed it 
to be necessary, that an aimy should be immediately foimed 
m the uppei piovinces, under the peisonal command of the 
Commandei-in-Chief, with the view to oppose the hostile 
designs of the Malnatta confedeiates, Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Beiai His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
was accoidingly dnected to diaw from the lower provinces, 
without waiting the lesult of a pievious lefeience to the Go- 
veinoi-Geneial in Council, whatever Euiopean oi native 
tioops his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief might think 
piopei, eithei foi the purpose of dnectly joining and forming 
a pait of the force to be assembled m the uppei piovinces, 
or foi the purpose of co-operating with that force m such 
mannei as the Commandei-m-Chief might judge to be most 
advisable 

65 In consequence of these anangements, and of the 
march of the aimy fiom Cawnpore against the enemy, it be¬ 
came indispensably necessaiy to laise the 21st legiment of 
native infantry Youi honourable Couit was duly apprized 
of this increase to the native tioops of this estabhshment m 
the geneial lettei fiom the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council of 
the 11th of August, 1803 

66 The tenitories added to the possessions of the ho- 
nouiable Company undei this Presidency by the victonous 
pi ogress of the aimy undei the immediate command of his 
Excellency Geneial Lake, the laige detachments sent to 
Ganjam, Cuttack, Ceylon, and the islands to the eastwaid, 
the necessity of making eaily and effectual piovision foi the vi¬ 
gorous piosecution of the wai, for secuimg internal tian- 
qiullity m the conqueied countnes, and foi supplying the 
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tioops which might be requned to fulfil the seveial subsi- 
diaiy engagements then concluded with vaiious native poweis, 
lendeied it absolutely necessaiy to augment the militaiy 
establishment of this Piesidency by an addition of two legi- 
ments The 22nd and 23id legiments weie accoidingly 
oideied to be laised This augmentation was communicated 
to youi honouiable Couit by the Go vernoi-Geneial in Coun¬ 
cil in the geneial lettei fiom this depaitment of the 1st of 
^ebiuaiy, 1804 

67 The tieaties of peace with the Rajah of Beiai and 
Scmdiali, weie concluded on the 17th and 30th December, 
1803, but before any conclusive aiiangements could be 
effected foi placing the tioops in quaiteis and cantonments, 
the hostile designs of Holkai (of which youi honouiable Couit 
is aheady appnzed) against the inteiests of the honouiable 
Company and of the Butish Government m India, compelled 
the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council to tiansnut oideis to the 
light honouiable the Commandei-in-Chief m the month of 
Apul, 1804, to act against that chieftain 

68 The successful opciations of the British aimy undei 
the pcisonal command of the light honouiable the Cotn- 
mandei-in-Chief, have been stated m detad to the honouiable 
the Seciet Committee of youi honouiable Couit, 

69. The mcieased demands foi tioops with a view to the 
completion of the subsidiaiy foices foi Scmdiali and the 
Ranali of Gohud, foi the piosecution of the wai and the 
protection of new teintones in the uppei pait of the Doab, 
of the Ganges, and Jumna, on the light bank of the Jumna, 
and m Bundelcund, lendeied a fuithei increase of the native 
army of this establishment indispensably necessaiy Ordeis 
were accoidingly issued in the months of Septembei and 
October last foi raising the 24tli, 25th, 26th, and 27th legi¬ 
ments of native mfantiy The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council 
had the honoui to mfoim your honouiable Couit of the 
raising of these additional legiments m the geneial letter 
from this depaitment of the 1st of Novembei, 1804 An 
augmentation has lecently been made to the coips of native 
cavalry of this establishment by an addition of two legiments 
(the 7th and 8th) The Govemoi-General m Council in 
consideration of the subsidiaiy engagements with the native 
poweis, and being convinced of the impoitant advantages to 
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be derived m secuimg the safety and tranquillity of these 
piovmces, by a laige and well disciplined force of cavaliy, 
deemed it to be indispensably necessaiy to augment the 
corps of native cavaliy as mentioned above. 

70 Your honourable Couit on considering this branch of 
the military establishments of Bengal, will not fail to adveit 
to the gieat services which were rendered to your Govern¬ 
ment by the Bengal cavahy m repelling the mcuisions of 
Holkar, and of Meer Khan into the company’s territones, 
and m frustrating the attempts of those chieftains to distuib 
the tianquilhty of youi possessions, and to mjuie your mili¬ 
tary resources and leputation 

71 The actual condition of the Mahratta power, consist¬ 
ing chiefly of piedatoiy horse, will m the event of futuie 
hostilities, compel the Mahiattas to confine then opeiations 
to incursions into the Company’s temtories, it may be ex¬ 
pected, howevei, from the experience of the last campaign m 
Hindostan, that the knowledge of oui possessing a laige and 
efficient body of cavaliy, will deter all predatoiy chieftains 
fiom such attempts, on the othei hand your honouiable 
Court will appreciate the actual security which your govern¬ 
ment must derive from the maintenance of such a body of 
cavalry as should ensure the means of fiustiatmg the designs 
of any piedatoiy force which may again attempt to entei 
youi terntones 

72 It may also be obseived, that although we are not 
bound by tieaty to furnish any cavalry to Scmdiah, it will 
always be desirable to attach a propoition of cavalry to the 
subsidiary foice seivmg with that chieftain, whenever the 
subsidiary force may be employed m active opeiations 

73 Youi honourable Couit will also adveit to the neces¬ 
sity of oui being piepaied to maintain the tianquilhty of your 
temtories m the noithern paits of the Doab against the pie¬ 
datoiy attempts of the tribes of Seiks occupying the teintoiy 
to the noith-west of the Jumna uver above Delhi The 
foice of the Seiks is of that description which will be best 
lepelled by a body of cavalry. 

74 Although it is necessaiy to be prepaied to meet these 
contingencies, no danger exists m any quartei as long as we 
shall letain the certain means of checking the progiess of 
these predatoiy chieftains, oi of compelling them by the la- 
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pidity of our movements to seek then safety in a piecipitate 
and disgiaceful flight, but unless we shall possess an effi¬ 
cient body of cavaliy, the enemy will always be tempted to 
make mcuisions into oui temtoiies, and it will be difficult to 
secuie oui valuable lesouices, and to piotect our subjects 
An active and well disciplined body of cavaliy can alone 
enable us to lepiess all piedatoiy mcuisions, in such a 
mannei as may be calculated to give confidence to the inha¬ 
bitants of the Company’s temtoiies, and to detei all fiee- 
booteis fiom attempting to desolate our possessions 

75 Fiom the infoiination submitted to youi honouiable 
Couit m the pieceding paiagiaphs of this despatch, youi 
honouiable Couit will obseive, that the establishment of 
native cavalry and of legulai native infantry under this Pre¬ 
sidency, amounts at this piesent period of time to eight legi- 
ments of cavalry and twenty-seven regiments of mfantiy. 

76 The demands of a peimanent natuie foi an mciease of 
tioops to the establishment of Bengal since the conclusion of 
the tieaty of Bassein, aie geneially as follows, viz.— 

1st A sufficient body of tioops foi the piotection of the 
conqueied and ceded piovmces in Hmdostan, and foi the 
puipose of occupying the vanous foits and mihtaiy posts 
acquued duung the wai 

2nd Six battalions of native mfantiy foi Scmdiah’s subsi¬ 
diary foice, of which the expence is to be defiayed by the 
pioduce of the temtoiies, ceded undei the treaty of peace. 

3rd Thiee battalions foi the Ranah of Gohud, for which 
payment is piovided by the treaty with that chief 

4thly A sufficient foice foi the piotection of Delhi, the 
pei son of the King, and the Company’s new possessions m 
that quartei. 

5thly. A sufficient force foi the protection of the new ter- 
ntoiy acquired by the Company in Bundelcund 

6thly A force for the piotection of the piovmce of Cut¬ 
tack. 

77 The right honouiable the Commandei-in-Chief having 
furnished the Governor-Geneial m Council with a statement 
and distribution of the legular coips of native infantry, which 
in the Commandei-m-Chief’s judgment would be necessaiy 
foi the defence and piotection of the extensive piovmces im¬ 
mediately dependent on Fort William, the Governoi-Ge- 
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neial m Council lias the honour to transmit a numbei in the 
present packet for the information of youi honourable Couit, 
a copy of that statement, fiom which your honourable Couit 
will peiceive, that the right honourable the Comraandei-m- 
Chief consideis thuty regiments of native mfantiy and eight 
regiments of native cavalry to be necessaiy foi the peace 
establishment of this Presidency. That statement was trans¬ 
mitted by the right honourable the Commander-in-Chief to 
the Governoi-Geneial on the 21st of September, 1804, 
when the Commander-m-Chief was employed in assembling 
the army under his command, and could not collect for that 
purpose more than seven battalions of native mfantry (exclu¬ 
sive of the remainder of the detachment lately under the 
command of Colonel Monson) 

78 Your honourable Couit will obseive that the state¬ 
ment of the right honouiable the Commandei-in Chief does 
not provide foi the subsidiary force seivmg with Scmdiah or 
foi the foit of Rampooiah, nor for the districts belonging to 
it, which from then situation and distance from the rest of 
the British territories will lequire a considerable military 
foice, until those territones shall be otherwise disposed of at 
the period of a general peace m India. Your honourable 
Court will also observe that the Commander-m-Chief con¬ 
siders the foice appropriated for the defence and piotection 
of Bundelcund to be inadequate 
79 It is the indispensable ■ duty of the Goveinoi-Genei al 
in Council to consult the Commandei-m-Chief, and to obtain 
his opinion and advice with lespect to the militaiy foice to 
be maintained undei this Presidency The local knowledge 
and expenence of the right honourable the Commander-in- 
Chief on this important subject, obtamed since his anival at 
Foit William m the month of Maich, 1801, upwards of three 
yeais of which period of time his Loidship has been in the 
field on active and arduous service, enables Loid Lake to 
give a correct and just opinion regaidmg the extent of the 
foice necessaiy to be maintained under the Piesidency of 
Foit William The Governor-Geneial m Council has the 
fiimest leliance on the correctness of the opinion of the right 
honourable the Commandei-m-Chief, founded on his Loid- 
ship's expenence, and on his intimate and extensive know¬ 
ledge of the subject 
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80 The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council is satisfied that it 
will not be safe foi some time to attempt any mateiial i educ¬ 
tion of the actual mihtaiy establishment at this Piesidency 

81 In the lettei of the 11th of Februaiy, 1801, youi ho- 
nouiable Couit stated an opinion that the militaiy establish¬ 
ment of Foit St Geoige should consist of fouiteen legiments 
of native mfantiy, including thiee legiments of native mfantiy 
foi the subsidiaiy foice seivmg with the Nizam 

82 Your honouiable Couit at the same time oideied 
eight legiments of native mfantiy foi the establishment of 
Bombay undei an opinion that all above four of those legi¬ 
ments of native mfantiy could be paid foi by the subsidies 
from the Rajah of Tiavancoie and the Nabob of Suiat. 

83 It does not appeal that any detailed statements of the 
deficiencies and demands of tioops foi the defence and pio- 
tection of the extensive possessions of the honouiable Com¬ 
pany, dependent on the Presidencies of Fort St Geoige and 
Bombay weie then before youi honouiable Couit. 

84 By the orders of youi honouiable Couit of the lltli of 
Febiuaiy, 1801, the establishment of native regiments undei 
the Piesidency of Foit St Geoige was not mcieased be¬ 
yond that oideied m the yeai 1796, excepting to supply the 
subsidiaiy foice foi the Nizam. The establishment oidered 
m 1796 was eleven legiments, and one foi the Nizam, if he 
should requne one The establishment ordeied m 1801 was 
eleven regiments, and thiee foi the Nizam, notwithstanding 
that m the yeai 1799 an addition was made to the Company’s 
terntories, dependent on the Piesidency of Foit St Geoige, 
of Coimbatooi, of the distucts boidermg on the Ghauts, 
which divide the Carnatic (besides Kanaia and Soonda, for 
which piovision was supposed to be made fiom the Bombay 
establishment) and the Company engaged m consequence of 
a subsidy of seven lacs of star pagodas fiom the Rajah of 
Mysore, to defend Ins terntories and suppoit his govern¬ 
ment 

85 It is doubtful whethei youi honouiable Court advei ted 
to the necessity of a foice foi the defence of Mysoie It is 
however evident that thiee legiments were necessaiy for the 
services of Mysore and Coimbatooi in addition to the old 
establishment, which was necessary foi the Carnatic and 
the Nizam’s subsidiary force 
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86 Pieviously to the date of the letter of the 11th of Fe- 
bruaiy, 1801, fiom youi honouiable Couit, the treaty of 
1800 was concluded with the Soubah of the Deccan, by which 
a large teintoiy was ceded in perpetuity to the honourable 
Company, m commutation of subsidy. According to the 
pnnciple on which this territory was ceded, the Company 
weie to leceive nearly double the amount of the sum paid as 
subsidy m order to defray the expense of defending and 
governing the temtoiy ceded. This measure could only be 
accomplished by additional troops, and an addition was also 
made by treaty to the force subsidized by the Nizam to the 
extent of two battalions of sepoys and one regiment of cavalry, 
with then propoition of guns and aitilleiy men 

87 Subsequently to the despatch of the letter from your 
honourable Court of the 11th of February, 1801, the civil 
government of the Carnatic was transfened to the Company. 
The Nabob’s troops were disbanded, and the duty which 
they had perfoimed devolved upon the Company’s tioops, 
which consequently occasioned a demand foi new levies for 
the payment of which the advantage gamed piovided the 
means. 

88 These two last demands for additional troops may be 
considered to have required two regiments, and in this 
manner the establishment of Fort St George was augmented 
to nineteen regiments of native infantry, exclusive of two 
extra battalions, at which the native infantry of the Piesi- 
dency of Fort St. George stood in the yeai 1802. On the 
renewal of wai with Fiance, and the commencement of hosti¬ 
lities with the Mahiattas, the number of extra battalions was 
mcreased to eight, making the number of battalions (exclu¬ 
sively of the native troops belonging to the establishment of 
Bombay serving m Malabai and Canaia) undei the Piesi- 
dency of Foit St Geoige, m the month of August, 1804, 
amount to foity-six of which thuty-eight weje legulai, and 
eight exti a battalions 

89. With lespect to the native cavaliy of Fort St George, 
the establishment of 1796 was four legiments, since that 
time, the Nizam has paid foi two legiments, and the Peishwa 
foi one regiment of native cavalry Theie are at piesent 
eight i egiments of native cavalry, making the actual increase 
of native cavalry to be paid by the Company, one legiment 
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since the yeai 1796 This additional legiment is perhaps 
the only increase of the mihtaiy establishment of Foit St. 
George, the payment of which is not piovided foi by sub¬ 
sidies fiom the native poweis , but foi the payment of which, 
the revenues of Coimbatooi will amply provide. The pun- 
cipal inciease of the actual militaiy expenses of the Presi¬ 
dency of Foi t St. Geoige may be attnbuted to the circum¬ 
stance of Foit St Geoige having now to defiay the expense 
of defending Malabai, which foimeily was defiayed by the 
Piesidency of Bombay 

90 The preceding statement will have appnzed your 
honourable Couit, that m the month of August, 1804, the 
native establishment of Foit St George amounted to eight 
regiments of native cavaliy, nineteen regiments of infantry, 
and eight extia battalions of sepoys, exclusive of eleven 
battahons of Bombay infantiy doing duty m the piovmces of 
Malabai and Canaia. The evils attendmg the employment 
of the tioops of the Bombay establishment m Malabai and 
Canaia had been a source of solicitude to youi government 
foi a length of time, the distance of those tioops fiom their 
own Piesidency, the difficulty of reciuiting them, and the 
impracticability of relieving them, had reduced them to a 
state of weakness and inefficiency, to wich the ill success of 
the militaiy operations m Malabai was m some cases to be 
ascubed It appeared, therefoie, to be equally conducive 
to the efficiency of the Bombay army, and to the good of the 
seivice under the government of Fort St Geoige, to with- 
diaw the Bombay tioops fiom Malabar and Canara, and to 
lelieve them by coips of the Madias establishment. 

91. The comparative facility of recruiting, of lelievmg, 
and superintending the latter corps, would exempt them 
fiom the operation of these causes, which had pioved so 
destructive to the discipline and efficiency of the Bombay 
tioops serving in Malabar and Canara 

92 With a view to piovide foi this anangement, and to 
deteimme the peimanent anangement of the aimy of Fort 
St Geoige, with lefeience to the change which had taken 
place in oui political lelations, and in the disposition of our 
mihtaiy stiength, produced by the treaty of Bassem, and by 
the important consequences which had resulted from that 
event, the Goyernoi-Geneial required from Lieut.-Geneial 
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Stuait, and from the honourable Majoi-Geneial Wellesley, 
the infoimation necessary to enable his Excellency in Council 
to considei the extent and respective proportion of such 
augmentation of the military establishment of Foi t St Geoige 
as might appeal to General Stuart, and to Majoi-Geneial 
Wellesley to be expedient, foi the pm pose of furnishing the 
seveial subsidiary foices, and of protectmg the acquisitions 
dependent on the Piesidency of Foit St. George, denved 
fioin our actual situation under the recent treaties The 
Governoi-Geneial also leqmied from Lieut.-General Stuart 
such observations as might tend to illustrate the system of 
distribution of the aimy within the territories, dependencies, 
01 connections of the Presidency of Fort St Geoige. 

93 The Governor-General m Council has the honoui to 
transmit a number m the piesent packet, foi the information 
of your honourable Couit, a copy of the plan proposed by 
Lieut-Geneial Stuait lespectmg the extent of the militaiy 
force requisite foi the defence of the teiritones to be per¬ 
manently occupied by the aimy of the Piesidency of Fort St. 
Geoige, and the distribution of that force, together with the 
opinion of the honourable Majoi-General Wellesley with re¬ 
lation to the effect of the pi oposed plan in its operation upon 
the military estabhshment of Fort St. Geoige 

94 Yom honourable Court will observe, that Lieut -Ge¬ 
neral Stuart proposed eight regiments of native cavaliy and 
fifty-foui battalions of native infantry for the establishment 
of Foi t St Geoige, “under the limitations that aie imposed 
by a considei ation of the actual condition of the finances 
of that Presidency ” 

95 The Govemoi-Geneial m Council is satisfied of the 
accuracy of the statements of Lieut -General Stuart, and en¬ 
tirely concurs m the geneial pnnciples and opinions stated 
by Lieut -General Stuart, and by the honourable Major-Ge- 
neial Wellesley, in the documents now tiansmitted to your 
honoui able Court His Excellency m Council theiefore begs 
leave to sohcit the particular attention of your honourable 

_ Couit to the general pnnciples and opimons of Lieut-Ge¬ 
neral Stuait, and of Majoi-Geneial Wellesley on this im¬ 
portant subject 

96. On the receipt of the despatch fiom Lieut.-General 
Stuart, noted m the 93d paragraph of this lettei, the Go- 
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veinoi-Geneial m Council, on the 21st of Septembei, 1804, 
pioceeded to consider the opeiation of the engagements con¬ 
tacted by the Butish Government m India, undei the lecent 
tieaties of peace, paitition, subsidy, and defensive alliance 
with the augmentation of the honouiable Company’s temtoiy, 
and the various changes in the system of oui political lela- 
tions towaids the seveial native states which have lesulted 
fiom the late wai with the Maliratta confedeiates, and fiom 
these tieaties, Ins Excellency in Council accoidingly de- 
teimined the principles by which the geneial distubution of 
the nulitaiy foices of the Piesidencies of Bengal, Foit St. 
Geoige, and Bombay respectively, should be legulated, with 
a view to maintain our foimei possessions and recent acqui¬ 
sitions m secunty, tranquillity, and good older, and to fulfil 
the conditions of oui seveial public obligations to oui tii- 
butanes, dependents, and alhes. 

97 Foi these impoitant pm poses, the Goveinoi-Geneial 
m Council lesolved that the nulitaiy establishment of Bengal, 
in addition to the seivice to which it has hitherto been appli¬ 
cable, should supply the foice to be stationed m the province 
of Cuttack, the foice which may be lequned foi oui lecent 
acquisitions and engagements to the noi thwai d of Benai es, 
and also the subsidiaiy foice gianted to Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah by the defensive alliance concluded with that chieftain 
undei the tieaty of Buihanpoie 

98 That the militaiy establishment of Foit St Geoige 
should furnish the foice requisite foi the seivice of the tem- 
tones immediately subject to the authonty of that Piesi- 
dency, including Mysoie, Malabai, and Canaia, Cochin, 
and all the conquests letamed fiom the Dutch and Fiench 
on eithei coast, togethei with the subsidiary foice at Hy¬ 
derabad, and one legiment of native cavaliy foi the seivice of 
the Peishwa at Poonah 

99 That the mihtaiy establishment of Bombay, consisting 
of nine legiments of native mfantiy, (as will be stated to your 
honouiable Couit in a subsequent pait of this despatch) m 
addition to the foice lequisite foi the seivice of the tern 
tones immediately subject to that Piesidency, should furnish 
the gainson of Goa, the tioops foi Suiat, and the subsidiaiy 
forces foi Poonah and for the Guickwar 

100. In ordei to cany the pioposed distubution of the 
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aimies of the thiee Presidencies into effect, it was necessary 
to lecall within the limits of the temtories, subject to Foit 
St. George and of Mysoie, all troops belonging to the estab¬ 
lishment of Foit St. George, then seivmg on the contment 
of India without those hmits, excepting the subsidiary force 
seivmg at Hyderabad, and one legunent of native cavahy at 
Poonah 

101 It was also necessary that the tioops belonging to 
the militaiy establishment of Bombay, serving on the coast 
of Malabar and Canara, under the ordeis of the government 
of Fort St George, should be lecalled within the limits of 
the authority of the government of Bombay, in oidei to com¬ 
plete the proposed plan of distribution 

102 Your honourable Court will observe, that the foice 
required by Lieut-General Stuait’s statement, in addition 
to the existing regular establishment of Fort St Geoige, 
amounted to sixteen battalions of native infantry, but that 
calculation piovided for the garrison of Goa, which was to 
be piovided from Bombay, accoidmg to the Govemoi-Ge- 
neial’s plan of the 21st of September, 1801, a deduction 
should therefore be made from Lieutenant-Geneial Stuait’s 
requisition of two battalions After the deduction, the force 
required by Lieut.-General Stuait in addition to the regular 
establishment of Fort St George amounted to fourteen bat¬ 
talions. 

103. In the course of the wai, the government of Foit St 
Geoige had laised several extia battalions of native mfantiy, 
with a view to meet the tempoiaiy exigencies of the service 
At this penod of time eight extra battalions of native m- 
fantiy weie stationed in the tenitones subject to Foit St. 
Geoige 

104 As it might be expected, that the final termination of 
hostilities m Europe and m India, together with the progres¬ 
sive introduction of a system of civil older and regular admi¬ 
nistration of justice withm the territories subject to the 
Government of Fort St. George, nught gradually admit of a 
leduction m the amount of the mihtaiy establishment le- 
quired by the statement of Lieut-Geneial Stuart, it was 
desnable, that the augmentation of the foice lequued foi 
Foit St. George, in consequence of the lecall of the Bombay 
tioops, should be formed with a view to eventual reduction, 
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and consequently that the gieatest piacticable propoition of 
the proposed augmentation should consist of that description 
of foice which might hereafter he leduced with the gieatest 
facility. With this view, it appealed to he expedient, that 
the addition of legulai legunents to the establishment of 
native mfautiy at foit St Geoige should be confined to the 
most limited numbei, compatible with the exigency of the 
service, and with the efficiency of the coips 

105 On the other hand, the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council 
in considering the natuie of the augmentation lequned at 
Foit St Geoige, was appnzed of the cncumstances which 
lender the extia battalions m many lespccts inapplicable to 
the seivices which legulai regiments aie calculated to pei- 
form, and his Excellency in Council was of opinion that 
gieat inconvenience, and even hazaid, might be mcuned, by 
maintaining any numbei of extia battalions, gieatly dispio- 
poitionate to the numbei of the legulai coips The Go- 
vemoi-Geneial m Council also adverted to the difficulty 
which the government of Foit St Geoige would expenence 
m furnishing the requisite numbei of Euiopean officeis for 
any consideiable augmentation ot the legulai coips 

106 Combining these vai ious considei ations, the Goveinoi - 
Geneial m Council autlionzed and dnected the go\eminent 
of Foit St Geoige to laise with all piacticable despatch, foi 
the purposes stated m the Governor-Geneial’s plan of the 
21st of September, 1804s foui legulai legiments of native 
infantiy, in addition to the actual establishment, together 
with six extia battalions to be employed on the services to 
which the actual extia battalions weie applicable, until the 
amount of the establishment of Foit St Geoige could be 
finally detei mined, 

107. The extia battalions already raised, enabled the Go¬ 
vernment of Fort St Geoige to form the new legiments 
without delay, and the lemainmg piopoition of the force 
ordered to be laised and maintained in the foim of extia 
battalions, did not equal that which the actual amount of the 
extra battalions boie to the actual legular estabhshment, by 
these means the estabhshment of Foit St, George was in¬ 
creased to twenty-three regiments of native infantry, and six 
extia battalions, making a force of fifty-two battalions, ex- 
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elusive of two Bombay battalions, stationed in Goa, and fur¬ 
nished from the establishment of Bombay, youi honouiable 
Com t will not fail to notice the lemaiks of Lieut-Genei al 
Stuart on this subject, that respectable and expenenced 
officei observes, that " the mihtaiy establishment which he 
has lecommended, is confined within the nanowest limits 
than can be obseived, without abandoning all ideas of secu¬ 
rity and necessaiy defence It will accoidmgly be remaiked, 
that that establishment is considei ably lowei than any that 
has been proposed foi the service of this Presidency smee 
the annexation of Mysoie, the ceded districts, and the coast 
of Malabar and Canara Lieutenant-Geneial Stuait pro¬ 
posed fifty-foui battalions of native infantry Loi d Clive, in his 
despatch to the Govemoi-Geneial of the 18th of Septembei, 
1800, proposed fifty-eight battalions, Maj oi-Genei al Biath- 
waite, m his repoit on this subject, dated the 15th of August, 
1800, lecommended that sixty-two battalions should be main¬ 
tained, and the Adjutant-Geneial, Lieut -Colonel Agnew, m 
his repoit of the 20th August, 1800, recommended that sixty 
battalions should be maintained for the duties of the Govern¬ 
ment of Foit St. George. The establishment of troops 
which Lieut-General Stuart proposed, is even below the 
amount of force employed under this Presidency at the con¬ 
clusion of the last war with France, a fact which will be 
shewn by the accompanying statement* of the numbei of 
tioops seivmg at that period of time in the teintones de¬ 
pendent upon Fort St George This circumstance affoi ds a 
stiong evidence of the necessity and the pi acticabihty of sup¬ 
porting the establishment that Lieut-Genei al Stuart has 
detailed." 

108 Although the Govemoi-Genei al m Council concuis 


* Memorandum of native infantry seivmg undei the Government of 
Fort St George in December, 1801, including Bengal, Bombay, Tia- 
vancore, Nair, Mopola, Sebundy, and local corps.—Madias tioops, 19 
native regular regiments, 2 Madras battalions native infantry, 1 volun¬ 
teer battalion do , 4 revenue battalions do—Bengal tioops, 1 regiment 
(6th) native infantry, 1 battalion (the marine) ditto, Bombay, &c troops, 
11 battalions Bombay native infantiv, 3 battalions Iravancore, ditto, 
3 corps of Tiers Nairs and Mapilas, in Malabai —Total battalions. Ma¬ 
dias 45, Bengal, 3, Bombay, &c. 17 —Total battalions, 65 
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In the sentiments expiessed by Lieut -Genei al Stuait, lespcct- 
mg the extent of native foice lequued foi Foit St Geoigc 
His Excellency in Council at the same time entei tamed an 
expectation that the giadual mtioduction of a moie legulai 
system of government, and of an efficient police within the 
teintones subject to the government of Foit St Geoige, 
combined with the lestoialion of tranquillity m the Deccan, 
the flourishing condition of the government of Mysoie, the 
piospeious state of oui alliance with the Peishwa, and the 
impiovement of the government of Poonali undei the in¬ 
fluence of the Bntish powei, might admit of a 1 eduction of 
the extia coips, lecommended by Lieut-Geneial Stuait 
His Excellency in Council was also extiemely anxious to le- 
lieve the finances m India fiom the heavy buiden of a laigei 
militaiy establishment than appealed to be indispensably le- 
quisite, and the state of affans m the Deccan, togethei with 
the powei ful addition made to the stiength of the Bntish 
empue m India by a laige augmentation of the naval foice m 
India dnected by the activity, talents, and knowledge of Real 
Admual Sn Edwaid Pellew, appealed to piesent a favoui- 
ablq oppoi tumty of effecting the pi oposed 1 eduction The 
Goveinoi-Genei al m Council accoidingly on the 4tli of Apnl 
last, dnected the government of Foit St Geoige to leduce 
the six extia battalions, and the establishment of native m- 
fantiy at Foit St Geoige will theiefoie amount (when these 
oideis aie completely earned into execution) to tvventy-tlnee 
legmients of native mfantiy, exclusive of two Bombay bat¬ 
talions m gamson at Goa, making the total native mfantiy 
undei the government of Foit St Geoige amount to foity- 
eight battalions 

109 With lespect to the establishment of Bombay, youi 
honouiable Couit m youi advices of Febiuaiy, 1801, is 
pleased to considei two battalions foi Malabai, and two bat¬ 
talions foi Canaia, to be sufficient foi these puiposes Expe¬ 
rience has shewn that so limited a foice would be altogethei 
inadequate foi the piotection and maintenance of the tian- 
quilhty of those countnes , foi the Commandei-in-Chief, with 
the whole of the Bombay aimy, including lus Majesty’s 77th 
legiment, and the honouiable Company’s Euiopean legi- 
ment, was not able to subdue the Pyclie Rajah, the govein- 
vol v 2 b 
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the expense of the augmentation made to youi ainues, with¬ 
out imposing any additional chaige m the levenue as they 
stood in the yeai of account, 1802-3 

118 The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council is unahle at the 
piesent moment of time to affoid to youi lionouiable Couit 
a conect and detailed statement of the piohable amount of 
the levenues of the conqueied and ceded temtoiies in time 
of peace and good oidei The only ciitenon excepting the 
schedules which the Goveinor-Geneial at piesent possesses 
foi foimrng any idea of the value of oui conquests, is the 
amqunt of collections made m Fusily 1211, ending in Sep¬ 
tember 1804, an estimate of the chaiges and revenues of the 
conquests, &c has been foimed on this pimciple, and is en¬ 
closed foi the mfoimation of youi honouiable Couit But 
this cannot be deemed a conect basis of calculation It is to 
be recollected that the conquests weie only made towaids the 
close of the year, 1803, and that the intelligence of the 
peace with the confedeiates did not leach Loid Lake until 
the month of Febiuaiy, 1804, and the aimy did not letum to 
cantonments until June, 1804 The wai with Holkai, and 
the advance of that chieftain to Hmdostan afteiwaids, com¬ 
pelled Loid Lake to take the field again m September, 1804, 
and as the Fusily 1211 ends m Septembei, 1804, the revenues 
of 1211 cannot ceitamly be consideied to affoid any conect 
data by which an accuiate estimate may be foimed of the 
piobable levenues of the conquests m time of peace and 
good oidei in the time of M Penon, the teriitones m the 
Doab of the Jumna, and Ganges, yielded a revenue of 
seventy-five lacs of lupees, and a confident expectation may 
he entei tamed, that when tianquillity shall have been main¬ 
tained foi a sufficient penod of time, the Doab will yield a 
revenue gieatly exceeding the amount of the Fusily 1211, 
and affoiding a suiplus aftei the payment of all chaiges 

119 The cessions m Bundelcund made by the Peishwah, 
amount to thnty-six lacs of lupees, but m the enclosed esti¬ 
mate the levenue fiom Bundelcund is only estimated at 
fifteen lacs, which is the amount alieady settled by the Com- 
missioneis 

120 This deficiency is to be ascribed to the confused 
state of the piovince of Bundelcund foi some yeais past, to- 
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getter with the necessity of employing the troops stationed 
mit m active opeiations against the enemy, the amount of 
levenue collected m 1211 is only fifteen lacs of lupees In 
couise of time, however, the levenues will mciease with the 
establishment of oidei and legulanty, admitting theiefoie 
that no impiovement shall take place m the levenues of 
Bioach, Cuttack, and the temtoiies m Guzei at, an event 
highly impiobable, no doubt can be entei tamed that the 
Doab of the Jumna and Ganges, and the piovmce of Bun- 
delcund will m a shoitpenod of time affbid a levenue gieatly 
exceeding that stated in the enclosed estimate, on the othei 
hand, the cliaiges have been taken at the highest scale, and 
appeal to include eveiy probable contingency, a confident 
expectation may theiefoie be entei tamed that the acquisi¬ 
tions obtained by the lecent success of oui councils and aims 
will piove as beneficial to oui pecumaiy lesouices as they 
aie calculated to confiim the secuuty of eveiy inteiest of 
the Company, and of the nation in this gieat and poweiful 
empu e 

121 The Govemoi-Geneial m Council does not deem it 
to be piopei to entei in this place into any discussion of the 
innuraeiable advantages which oui lecent acquisitions oflfe 
to many otliei nnpoitant blanches of youi mtciests 
although the enclosed estimate is foimed undei evei) pos¬ 
sible disadvantage with legald to the futuie amount of the 
revenues of oui conquests, &c , lus Excellency in Council 
is satisfied that this estimate, even m its piesent state, will 
affoid the most substantial pi oof of the gieat benefits which 
may ultimately be expected to lesult to youi affaus by the 
gieat change which has been effected m the state of India 
since the leceipt of youi ordeis of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 
1801 

122 In concluding this despatch, the Govemoi-Geneial 
in Council lecommends to youi honouiable Couit to take 
into youi eaily and most senous consideration, the necessity 
of raising a body of legulai cavaliy foi the seivice of the 
piovmce of Guzei at, gieat inconvenience has beeniecently 
expenenced fiom the want of legulai cavaliy m that quaitei, 
and as youi honouiable Couit is fully impiessed with the 
value of our possessions.] in the piovmce of Guzeiat, the 
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Goveinor-Geneial m Council is satisfied tliat this impoitant 
question will leceive the eaily and delibciate judgment of 
youi honouiable Couit 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow 
G Udny. 


No VIII 

The Gove) no)-Gene) al in Council to the Honowable the Couit ofDueotors 

(Sepaiate) 


Honourable Sirs, Fort William, July 25, 1805 

1 The Goveinor-Geneial in Council has now the honoui 
to leply to such paits of youi honouiable Couit’s sepaiate 
lettei of the 11th Febiuaiy 1801, as lelate to the Euiopean 
military establishment of India 

2 This bianch of youi establishments is fixed m youi 
letter of the 11th of Febiuaiy 1801, as follows 



Battalions 

Artillery 

Regiment 

Cavaliy 

King’s 

Infantry 

Companj’s 

Infantry 

Total 
Intan try 

Bengal 

3 

2 

5 

1 

6 

Foit St Geoige 

2 

2 

6 

1 

7 

Bombay 

1 


2 

1 

3 

Grand Total 

6 

4 

13 

3 

16 


3 It does not appeal upon what pimciple your honouiable 
Court has been pleased to fix this establishment The Go- 
veinoi-Geneial in Council, howevei, is of opinion that the 
only safe mode of estimating the stiength of European foice 
m India is to exhibit a detailed statement of the distubution 
of eveiy coips with lefeience to oui wants and to the dif- 
feient stations which it is indispensably necessary to occupy 
by Euiopean tioops. Gieat enois would arise fiom fixing 
the Euiopean militaiy establishment by any given propoition 
which maybe supposed to exist geneially between our Euio¬ 
pean and native establishments. It would be impiacticable, 
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undei the leal state of the case, to devise any accuiate pnn- 
ciple by which such geneial piopoition between oui Euro¬ 
pean and native tioops should be legulated 

4. In almost eveiy seivice in India it is ceitainly necessaiy 
that a piopoition of Euiopean tioops should be employed, 
but the numbei m piopoition to the native tioops employed 
on the same sei vices will necessanly vaiy accoidmg to the 
natuie of the seivice lequned and the descnption of the 
enemy against whom oui aims aie to be duected 

5 In the wais with Tippoo Sultaun the piopoition of Eu¬ 
iopean to native tioops appeals to have been about one-thnd 
m the fiist, and one-foui tli in the second wai In the late 
wai against the Mahiatta chieftains the numbei of Euiopeans 
employed m piopoition to natives was not moie than one- 
tenth oi one-eleventh 

6 No consideiable body of native tioops to the amount of 
10,000 men can be piudently assembled without some mtei- 
nnxtuie of Euiopeans, but such bodies of tioops aie seldom 
assembled m India, and it would ceitainly be enoneous upon 
this opinion to state that the Euiopean tioops ought to be 
maintained in the exact propoition of one-eighth oi one-tenth 
to the native tioops thiougliout the Indian establishments. 
Numbeis of native tioops must necessanly be employed in 
ganisons in the intei 101 and on vunous duties, m which it 
would be very inconvenient and even injuiious to employ 
Euiopeans, and on the otliei hand Euiopeans aie absolutely 
necessaiy in ceitam gamsons and stations, and on ceitam 
services, m some cases m equal piopoitions, in otheis in the 
piopoition of one-thud of the numbei of natives Expen- 
ence has demonstiated, that it has fiequently been necessaiy 
to augment our native establishments whenevei theie has 
been any gieat deficiency of Euiopean tioops, it is evident 
that weie the Euiopean infantry now serving under the Pie- 
sidency of Foit William to be suddenly dummshed to any 
matenal extent, it would be indispensably necessaiy to make 
an immediate augmentation to the coips of native infantry, 
and although the coips of native infantiy would not be so 
efficient as those of Euiopean infantiy, yet such additions of 
native infantiy might be made without apprehension to a 
great extent. 
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7. The most safe punciple of calculation which can he used 
foi deteimming the stiength of oui Euiopean militaiy esta¬ 
blishments must he denved fiom a detailed examination of 
the question, deteimming the liumbei of Euiopean tioops 
by a consideiation of oui detailed wants at eveiy station of 
youi aimies 

8 The Gov einoi-General in Council concuis m opinion 
with youi honouiable Couit, that four legiments of diagoons, 
viz , two foi the establishment of Bengal, and two to be sta¬ 
tioned undei the Piesidency of Foi t St. George, is sufficient 
foi the seivice of the continent of India m time of peace with 
Fiance this opinion, howevei, lests upon the supposition 
that each legiment of diagoons will be maintained at the full 
establishment of 640 men 

9 With lespect to the Company’s Euiopean aitilleiy the 
numbei of battalions fixed by youi honouiable Couit would 
be sufficient if kept complete, and the aitilleiy has always 
pioved an useful and valuable coips m the field, it would 
howevei be desnable to mciease the numbei of companies 
to each battalion at Foit St Geoige The total numbei of 
companies of aitilleiy at Foit St Geoige now amounts only 
to fouiteen, and the disposable foice of aitilleiy at that Pie¬ 
sidency has been much lessened by the leturn to its own 
establishment of the detachment of Bombay aitilleiy seiving 
m Malabai and Canaia 

10 Youi honouiable Couit will obseive by the memoran¬ 
dum of Lieut-Geneial Stuait, (a copy of which was tians- 
mitted to youi honouiable Couit in the lettei fiom the Go- 
veinor-Geneial m Council of this date, lespectmg the native 
militaiy establishments) that the numbei of companies of 
aitilleiy lequued by that officei is nineteen, and that he 
stiongly lecommends the addition to each battalion of thiee 
companies of the piesent stiength of each company, which 
will mciease the aitilleiy of Foit St. Geoige fiom fouiteen 
to twenty companies The Goveinoi-Genei al in Council 
concuis m opinion with Lieut.-Geneial Stuait on the subject 
of the Euiopean aitillery at Foit St Geoige, and recom¬ 
mends youi honouiable Court to oidei tliepioposed addition 
to be made to the aitilleiy of that Piesidency. 

11 It would also be extremely desnable to add to the 
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coips of aitilleiy at each Piesitlency one 01 two tioops of 
mounted Euiopean aitilleiy of the stiength of eighty men to 
each tioop 

12 Youi honouiable Couit has allowed sixteen legiments 
of European mfantiy, including tlnee of the Company foi the 
service in India exclusive of Ceylon, of this numbci youi 
honouiable Couit has appiopnated six to the Piesidency of 
Bengal, seven to Foit St Geoige, and tlnee to Bombay 

13 The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council is of opinion that 
nineteen legiments of Euiopean mfantiy, including tlnee of 
the Company’s at 1000 lank and file each, aie indispensably 
necessaiy m time of peace with Fiance foi the service in 
India 

The distribution of this foice would be as follows 

14 Six legiments, including one of the Company’s, would 
be stationed m the temtones immediately subject to the Pre¬ 
sidency of Bengal This foice is the same in point of stiength 
as that allowed by your honouiable Couit foi the service of 
this Presidency, and is the least which ought to lemam in 
the piovmces immediately subject to Bengal 

15 Of this foice thiee legiments would be stationed in the 
uppei piovmces and on the fiontiei of Oude, two between 
Allahabad and Foit William, and one foi the gairison of 
Fort William Youi honouiable Court will obseive that, 
without leaving the whole line of countiy between Allahabad 
and the Piesidency, with a smallei piopoition of Europeans 
than can be deemed piudent in the inefficient state of the 
Company’s Euiopean legiment, this establishment furnishes 
only one legiment of Euiopean infantry foi the gairison of 
Foit William 

16 It would ceitamly be highly desnable that the gairison 
of Foit William should at all times consist of two legiments 
of Euiopean mfantiy, upon the establishment pioposed, of 
1000 lank and file to each legiment, and unless youi honour¬ 
able Court possesses the ceitam means of maintaining the 
Company’s Euiopean legiments to the fixed strength, it would 
unquestionably piove a most advantageous measuie to i educe 
the Company’s Euiopean legiments altogether, and to furnish 
King’s legiments m then place 

In Oude and Upper Provinces, 3 regiments, 3,000 men, Between Alla¬ 
habad and Foit William, 1 do, 1,000 do,, Foit William, 2 do , 2,000 do , 
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Total men, 6,000 Of which five Companies might be stationed in Cut¬ 
tack, if necessary 

17 This airangement by substituting one of his Majesty’s 
legiments of the stiength of 1000 men foi the Company’s 
Euiopean legiment, would leave a sufficient European foice 
between Allahabad and the Piesidency, and would furnish 
two of his Majesty’s legiments for the gamson of Foit 
William 

18 The Company’s Euiopean legiments aie pimcipally 
seiviceable m furnishing non-commissioned officeis foi the 
native corps. The supply howevei of non-commissioned 
officeis foi the native coips might be furnished with gieater 
advantage horn his Majesty’s legiments than fiom the Com¬ 
pany’s Euiopean force, and for this pin pose a ceitain numbei 
of supeinumeianes might constantly be maintained, or if 
this ahangement should appeal objectionable, the Company’s 
Euiopean aitilleiy might furnish non-commissioned officeis 
foi the native coips 

19. The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council considers nine legi¬ 
ments of Euiopean mfantiy, including one Company’s legi- 
ment of 1000 lank and file each, to be necessaiy foi the 
seivice of the government of Foit St. Geoige The distn- 
bution of this foice is noted in the margin, and the foice is 
ceitamly the least which can be appiopnated foi the seivice 
of the extensive temtoiies which aie now subject to the Pre¬ 
sidency of Foit St Geoige 

Mysoie,* including Seringapatam, 1 , Canaia and Malabai, 1, Ceded 
Districts, 1, Noitbein Division, 1, Camalic, including Foit St George, 
Vellore, and the Fiench Possessions, 3, Southein Division, 1, Hyderabad 
Subsidiaiy Foice, 1, Total, 9 

20 Youi honouiable Court m your letter of the 11th of 
Febiuaiy, 1801, lias appiopnated seven legiments of Euio¬ 
pean mfantiy foi the seivice of Fort St Geoige, but since 
the date of youi oideis of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801, the 
seivices of one legiment of Euiopean mfantiy has been 
gi anted to the Nizam, for which he makes provision, and one 
legiment is lequned foi the duties of the ceded distucts, the 
levenues of which will amply defiay the expense of the addi¬ 
tional tioops lequned for the piotection of those valuable and 
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impoitant cessions These increased demands equal the dif- 
feience between the establishment allowed by youi honouiable 
Couit, and that deemed to be necessaiy by the Go\einoi- 
Geneial m Council Youi honouiable Couit has not stated 
the punciples on which you have fixed the Euiopean esta¬ 
blishments of Foit St Geoige It is evident, howevei, fiom 
the date and teims of youi lettci of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 
1801, that you could not have had in contemplation the tieaty 
of Hydeiabad, concluded m Octobei, 1800, and the Go- 
veinor-Geneial in Council theiefoie cnteitains a confident 
peisuasion that youi honouiable Couit will be of opinion that 
the incieased demand of two legiments of Euiopean mfantiy 
is amply compensated by the advantages which we have de- 
uved fiom the impiovement of oui connection with the Nizam, 
effected by the tieaty of Hydeiabad m 1800 

21 The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council solicits the paiticu- 
lai attention of youi honouiable Couit to the memoiandum 
of Lieut-Geneial Stuait tiansmitted with the otliei sepaiate 
lettei fiom the militaiy depaitment of tins date 

22 In consideung the extent of the Euiopean foice le- 
quned foi the Piesulency of Foit St Geoige, youi honoui- 
able Couit will obseive that Lieut-Geneial Stuait iecom- 
mends eleven legiments of Euiopean infantiy, including one 
foi Goa The diffeience between the plan of the Govemoi- 
Geneial m Council and that of Lieut-General Stuait anses 
fiom the legiment to be stationed at Goa, and from Geneial 
Stuait consideung two legiments of Euiopean mfantiy as 
being necessaiy for Mysoie The Governoi-Geneial m 
Council is satisfied that youi honouiable Couit will give due 
weight to the opinions of Lieut-Geneial Stuait, whose expe- 
nence and militaiy knowledge are entitled to the highest 
respect and consideration 

23 Youi honouiable Couit has allowed thiee legiments 
(including one Company’s) of European infanti y foi the ser¬ 
vice of Bombay, including Goa Since the leceipt of your 
lettei of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801, defensive engagements 
have been concluded with the Guikowai, and considerable 
acquisitions of temtoiy have been made in Guzeiat Youi 
honouiable Couit is fully appuzed of the irapoitance of these 
acquisitions, and will not ceitamly considei one legiment of 



380 


THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL TO July, 


Europeans to be too large a foice foi tbe piotection of om 
mteiests m that quaitei 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council is of opinion that foui 
legiments of Euiopean infantiy, of 1000 lank and file each, 
are necessaiy for the seivice of the Piesidency of Bombay, 
and should be stationed, two at Bombay, one at Goa, and 
one m Guzei at 

24. Youi honourable Couit will observe, that upon the 
piecedmg statement m time of peace with Fiance, the esta¬ 
blishment of Euiopean infantiy, which the Governoi-General 
m Council pioposes, exceeds the plan of youi honouiable 
Couit by thiee legiments only, and when youi honouiable 
Court shall have taken into consideiation that the plan of the 
Goveinoi-Geneial m Council embiaces the subsichaiy foice 
at Hydeiabad, the districts ceded by the Nizam, the cessions 
m Guzei at, and eventually the subsidiaiy foice at Poonah, 
his Excellency in Council tiusts that the diffeience between 
the opinion of youi honouiable Couit, and that of the Govei- 
noi-General m Council upon this subject, will not be deemed 
essential 

25 It certainly, howevei, would be advantageous to con¬ 
sider the two regiments of Euiopean infantiy applicable to 
the service of Hydeiabad and Poonah, to be exclusive of the 
establishment, and great additional stiength would be de- 
uved fiom fixing the establishment confoimably to this view 
of the subject We aie bound by tieaty to furnish aie- 
giment of Euiopeans to the Nizam, and it ceitamly will be 
desuable to attach a legiment of Euiopeans to the Poonah 
subsidiaiy foice, whenever that foice may be employed on 
service 

26 Great advantage would be denved fiom fixing the 
establishment of the Poonah subsidiaiy foice at the same 
stiength as that of Hydeiabad In this case, and supposing 
that youi honouiable Couit should appiove of the suggestion 
that the European legiments to be attached to the subsidiary 
force at Poonah and Hydeiabad shall be exclusive of the 
oidinaiy establishments, the numbei of legiments of Euio¬ 
pean infantiy which will then be lequired foi India will be 
twenty-one, of which six will be stationed m Bengal, nine 
in the temtoiies subject to Foit St. Geoige, four under 
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Bombay, and two to the subsidiaiy foices at Hydeiabad and 
Poonah * 

27 Youi honouiable Couit howevei, will be pleased to 
obseive, that the calculation of the Goveinoi-Geneial in 
Council pioceeds entuely upon a supposition that each of the 
legiments of European mfantiy m India, will at all times be 
maintained at the stiengtli of 1,000 men. 

28 In this case the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council is of 
opinion, that the pioposed establishment of Euiopean mfnn- 
tiy will meet eveiy possible contingency ofwai with any native 
powei and eveiy piobable contingency of wai with Fiance, 
oi with any otliei Euiopean powei. If any Euiopean power 
should foim extensive schemes of attack against oui posses¬ 
sions m India, and should piepaie gieat aimanents by land 
oi sea, foi that puipose, it is to be presumed that the Go¬ 
vernment at home would always be sufficiently appuzed of any 
such design, to frustiate it by seasonable leinfoicements m 
India 

29 Although the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council has ie- 
commended to youi honouiable Couit the i eduction of the 
Company’s Euiopean legiments, founded on then state of 
inefficiency fiom want of numbeis, and fiom the appaient 
impossibility of leciuitmg them to the establishment, fixed 
by youi honouiable Court, and although the Goveinoi-Ge- 
neial in Council has lecommended that the Euiopean coips 
to be furnished to Hydeiabad and eventually to Poonah, 
should be consideied to be exclusive of the oidmaiy esta¬ 
blishment of Euiopean tioops, his Excellency in Council does 
not considei these auangements to be indispensable to the 
secunty of the Butish empne m India, his Excellency in 
Council pioposes this anangement as a considei able, but not 
absolutely necessaiy impiovement in oui mihtaiy stiength, 
and the Govemor-Geneial will not continue to be alaimed for 
the secunty of this empne, if the Euiopean establishments 

* Bengal — Oude, 3, between Allahabad and Fort William, 1 , Fort 
William and Cuttack (if necessary), 2, total 6 —6,000 Foil St Geotge. 
Mysore, 2, Canara and Malabar, 1, Northern Division, 1, Carnatic 
(including Foit St Geoige, &c ) 3, Southern Division, 1, Ceded Dis- 
tncts, 1, total 9 —9,000 Bombay —Presidency, 2, Goa, 1, Guzei at, 1, 
total 4—4,000 Poonah, 1, Hydeiabad, 1, total 2—2,000 Total21 
Regts —21,000 Men 
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shall be compleated to the extent ■which Ins Excellency in 
Council has pioposed foi the continent of India, of sixteen 
regiments of his Majesty’s infantiy of 1,000 men each, thiee 
legiments of the Company’s mfantiy of the same sticngth, 
with foui legiments of dragoons, at 640 men each, and a due 
piopoition of Euiopean aitilleiy 

30 Whatevei may he the deteimination of youi honouia- 
ble Couit, and of his Majesty’s mmisters, with legald to this 
mipoitant subject, it is indispensably lequisite that the Eu¬ 
iopean establishment in India should be kept complete to the 
stiength at which it may be fixed by the Government in 
England, the Govemoi-Geneiaim Council cannot too strongly 
lecommend this point to the senous attention of youi honoui- 
ahle Couit, and he is satisfied that youi honouiable Couit 
will be equally impiessed with the uigent impoitance of giving 
to this countiy an efficient establishment of Euiopean tioops, 
which will be fixed not only with leference to the consideia- 
tions stated to you m this lettei, but also to the means which 
the Government in England may possess of keeping it com¬ 
plete to the stiength at which it may be fixed 

We have the lion oui to be, 
honouiable Sus, 

youi most faithful humble Seivants, 
Wellesley. 

G H Barlow 
G Udny 


No IX 

Loid Castle) eag h to the Mai quest Wellesley 
(Most Seciet) 

My DEAR Lord, East Sheen, 26th August 1804 

Having in my lettei most seciet (No 25) adveited to the 
defective supply of leciuits at home foi geneial seivice, I 
think it may be satisfactoiy to youi Loidship to leceive a 
detailed statement of oui piesent miktaiy foice at home and 
abioad 

The statement inclosed is foi the month of May last, but 
as that for July does not exceed it m amount moie than 2,000 
men, it will answer equally well for all the pui poses of gene¬ 
ral infoimation 
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The lme and militia at piesent amount at home and abioad, 
to 241,217 effective lank and file The deficiencies on oui 
establishment (almost entnely confined to the line) aie not 
less than 40,000 men, the additional foice pioposed to be 
laised undei Mi Pitt’s last bill, exclusive of the giadual 
conveision of the supplemental y militia as vacancies happen, 
into aimy of le&eive may he taken at 20,000, making a gioss 
deficiency upon oui pioposed nnhtaiy establishment of about 
60,000 men 

Youi Loidslnp will peiceive that independent of volun¬ 
teers, which m the accompanying returns, aie stated fiom 
the effectives at the monthly inspections, and not fiom then 
nominal establishment, the legulai foice foi home defence is 
m Gieat Butain (including Jeisey and Guernsey) 138,000, 
in Iieland 50,000 lank and file It will lequire full 20,000 
men moie to place us at home as we wish to stand, and this 
befoie we can considei oui selves as having a foice disposable 
foi foieign seivice, without staivmg the main object of home 
secunty 

The demands foi disposable foice aie at the same time 
very piessing, and it is impossible foi us to look upon oui- 
selves as in a situation to do justice to the mteiests of the 
countiy in the wai m which we aie engaged, unless we can 
command the sei vices of a coips of not less than 20,000 men 
foi offensive opeiations, pieseivmg at the same time our 
internal defences on that high scale which the prepaiations 
of the enemy have "lendeied indispensable 

Youi Loidship will be able to estimate fiom the above 
sketch of oui militaiy situation, the difficulties I have to con¬ 
tend with, m attempting to piociue foi India the lemfoice- 
ments of Euiopean foice which I deem to be essential to oui 
intei ests m that quaitei, so that youi Lordship must be 
satisfied to leceive at present limited supplies, being assuied 
that I shall seize the first moment which moie exposed in- 
teiests will admit of placing the Butish aimy m India on the 
most lespectable footing, and I shall not cease to impoitune 
the Duke of Yoik to allot a numbei of lecruits beyond the 
veiy inadequate piopoition the Company have lately denved 
from the lecruiting dep6t, to restoie the aitilleiy corps to its 
propei stiength. In the meantime I tiustyou will avail youi- 
self of whatevei resouice can be denved foi the suppoit of 
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tins most unpoitant feature of our aimy, eitliei fiom the men 
volunteeimg from the King’s legiments oideied home, 01 
fiom the Company’s Euiopeaniegnnents which aieat picsent 
wholly inefficient, notwithstanding which evident truth, and 
the little piospect of completing them by leciuits fiom Eu- 
lope, I find eithei then 1 eduction 01 then conveision into 
Native battalions much disielislied by the Couit of Dnectois 
Such of the men however as aie fit foi the aitilleiy, will I am 
suie be much moie usefully employed in that service 

Having appnzed your Loidship that his Majesty’s minis- 
teis aie not yet satisfied with the amount of oui foice at home, 
which exceeds both in quality of tioops and in numbeis, what 
the countiy has possessed at any foimei penod, I think it 
necessaiy to state m explanation, that the piepaiations of the 
enemy continue with unabated vigour along the whole line of 
then coast Gieat exertions have been used in equipping 
and even augmenting then legulai navy, and they have now 
including eight Dutch, about foity-five sail of the line fiom 
Toulon to the Texel in a state to put to sea, though ceitainly 
in many lespects little qualified to contend with oui ships, 
but then effoits have been puncipally dnected to the con- 
stiuction, equipment, and discipline as fai as that can be 
accomplished m then own haibouis, and undei the piotec- 
tion of then battenes, of a lessei manne, which consists of 
foui 01 five diffeient classes of vessels, descending fiom 
piames which aie squaie ngged, and cany each about thnty 
heavy guns, to low-boats canying one gun, and capable of 
leceiving about fifty men—the foimei aie good battenes, sail 
leasonably well with a fan wmd, and fiom diawmg veiy little 
watei, aie well calculated to covei the landing of tioops 
Fiom the best infoimation we aie in possession of, they 
have accumulated not less than 2000 vessels of all soits, foi 
the puiposes of descent, of these about 300 aie of the class 
of stout gun bugs, and aimed vessels of a highei descnp- 
tion, the remamdei in tianspoits fitted foi the leception of 
hoises and aitillery , Dutch schutz, Gieenland boats, and 
ciaft of vanous descriptions , they aie now assembled m the 
poits of Boulogne, Ostend, and Flushing , the formei station, 
with several dependent basons, having been enlaiged foi the 
reception of this flotilla, on boaid of which a huge piopoition 
of the aimy is constantly embaiked, paitly foi the puipose of 
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framing and accustoming them to the management of the 
boats, paid} as affoidmg them moie convenient accommoda¬ 
tion than huts on shoie, making due allowance foi the por¬ 
tion of tonnage which must he employed m tianspoiting 
aitilleiy, stoies, piovisions, and hoises The above fleet 
may be calculated as capable of tianspoiting on an aveiage 
about sixty men each, 01 upon the whole, 120,000 men, to 
which is to be added wliatevei may be embaiked fiom Brest 
and Rochfoit on the one flank, oi fiom the Te\el on the 
othei, eitliei on boaid oi undei the piotection of then fleets. 
It has been generally undei stood that Buonapaite’s purpose 
has been not to attempt the descent with less than 200,000 
men Youi Loidshipwill make your own calculation what 
piopoition of this foice is hkely to penetiate the succession 
of defences we happily possess befoie the enemy can bring 
the contest to an issue upon land Thcie aie still sceptics 
upon the attempt being finally made Wliatevei may be the 
result, we must cleaily act as if it was inevitable , and aftei 
all that has passed, the nature of the man, and the object m 
view compaied with the usk being consideied, I cannot 
bung myself to doubt its being hazaided, the lathei as there 
is nothing m the state of the Continent which is hkely, at 
least foi the piesent yeai, to give him any alaim foi Ins own 
security at home whilst he is employed on the expedition. 

Duung the last thiee months the piogiess the volunteeis 
have made in discipline is highly satisfactory, and there pre¬ 
vails amongst that valuable and impioving force the best 
possible spirit Since encouiagement was given by Pailia- 
ment to their coming out upon pennanent duty, theie have 
been m Great Butain alone not less than 180,000 men who 
have passed fiom a fortnight to thiee weeks, at a distance 
fiom their own homes, in an umntenupted improvement of 
themselves in the use of aims, duung which time they have 
been subject to the mutiny act, and been superintended and 
instiucted by regulai officeis 

In addition to our piepaiations m point of numbeis, the 
whole being now brigaded under general officeis, a plan is m 
considerable foiwaidness for moving with rapidity to the 
point of attack whatever piopoition of the volunteer foice it 
may be expedient to bung forward m aid of the regular army, 
and it is hoped that it may* be so arranged as to admit of the 

yol v 2 c 
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entne foice (if necessary) of England being concenteied foi 
the secunty of the metiopolis on the 9th day, supplying a 
daily lemfoi cement of about 25,000 men to the mam aimy 
advanced in fiont of London 

I have alieady said enough to justify myself, I tiust, to 
your Loidship, foi not having obtained foi India in the 
com sc of the past season, a laigei piopoition of king’s tioops, 
the same consideiations must also leconcile youi Loidship to 
a disappointment with respect to the naval succouis, which 
upon consultation with Loid Melville, I felt myself wan anted 
m holding out to youi Loi dship m my lettei of May last 
His Loidship desnes me to expiess his legiet that the 
piessmg demands at home pieclude him at this moment fiom 
detaching fiom hence the two ships then piomised , and he 
is also unable to supply by the fleet now undei despatch, any 
numbei of seamen foi the ships which may have been taken 
up in India in puisuance of the late oideis fiom the Boaid 
of Admnalty to Admiral Rainier, there bemg above thnty 
light armed ships, peculiaily adapted for service in the nanow 
seas, at this moment m the nvei completely equipped, and 
only waiting for hands It will howevei be an eaily object 
of his Loidship’s solicitude to furnish you with the means of 
completing the naval aimament oideied m India with the 
least possible delay 

I cannot close this despatch without offering to youi Loid¬ 
ship my congiatulations on the tiuly gallant and distinguished 
conduct of the China fleet The Couit of Directois have 
libeially distubuted about £50,000 amongst the oflSceis and 
men, which m addition to the notice the King has taken of 
then services by confenmg on Captain Dance, as Commodoie, 
the honoui of knighthood, cannot fail I tiust to infuse into 
the Company’s manne a confidence m then own stiength, 
and a determination heieaftei to ledeem their character, 
which had suffered m one oi two instances towards the close 
of the last wai Few events have given gieatei satisfaction 
to the nation than Linois’ defeat It is a novel description 
of gloiy, and as such has pioduced a moie hvely impression 
on the public mind than a repetition of tnumphs to which 
our navy is so well accustomed 

Believe me, my deal Loid, 
with gieat tiuth and lespect most faithfully yours, 

Castlereagh. 



DOCUMENTS CONNECTED \VI1H THE TRENCH INTRIGUES AGAINST 
THE BRIHSII POWER IN INDI \ * 

Du Faijel, Capitanie d’Infanteue, au Gdndial de Caen Gendial de tous les 
dtabhssemens Fi angttis dans l’hide 

Gfendral, Tranquebar ce 7 Brumane an 12 de la Rtpubhque 

L’Acfoudant Commandant Binot avant de capitulei, m’ayant commissions agent 
Fran 9 ais k Tranquebar piks le gouveinement Danois, je suis arme cn cette villc le 
18 fluctidor Ce Commandant a pensfe qne dons les cnconstam.cs actuelles de la 
guene des Anglais contre la nation Maratte, ll ne pouvmt vous Ctie mdiflcient 
d’avoir duna une ville neutie ll cette cflte une pcisonne chaigte de vous lalie pai- 
venir la situation des deux armi.es belligci antes, cet Adjudant Commandant, au 
terme de sa capitulation, ayant fait la dcmandc d’un passepoit au gouveinement 
Anglais porn Toflicier qu’il dcsnait vous expddier en avoit d'aboid dpiouvf. un 
refus, et en consequence j'avois re^u l’oidie de m’embaiquei poui me lendie 
aupibs de vous, et j’avois pris toutes les mesuies ntcessaire ll mon voyage, quand 
le 29 Vmdemiaiie au matin est airivt le citoyen St Delhoi munis d’un ordre du 
gouveinement de Madias, et d’apifes les desns de TAdjudant Binot je lui ai remis 
les pacquets qui vous etoient destines Cct ofliciei s’emborquc demain sm la 
Louisa Augusta qui doit mettie aussitfit k la voile pour suivie sa destination Le 
bnck La Betsy est momlld en cette lade le 27 Vmdemiaiie au matin Entie auties 
passagers dtoit le Capitoine St Milucl, porteui de vos depGches poui l’Adjudant 
Commandant Binot Cet ofbcier vu les cn Constances, se tiouvant dans Timpos- 
sibilitd de faire parvemr suiement les paquets dont ll 6toit cbaigc, d’aprks la 
communication que je lui ai donnfe de mes instructions, m’a lemis vos lettres sur 
reQue Je les ai achemind de suite, et j’ai le ploisu, gfcnfeial, de vous annoncer, 
qu’ils sont anivfees dans dix huit lieuies, malgid les entiavcs, que, depuis la 
guene, le gouveinement Anglais a mis a ce qu’il puisse paivenir aucune lcttie que 
par leurTapats, lesioutes sont couveitcs de leuis satellites, les voyageius sont 
fouillds, k des postes i-tabbs 5. cet effet, et la mnlheuieuse ville de Pondicheny est 
entourde d’une cliaine d'espions, des Chelmques aux oidies du Capitaine de port. 
Pern on, paicourent dans la nuit la c6te pour y surveillei les embaiquationsmouil- 
ldes au large Ces precautions dont j’ai piivenu l’Adjudant me font cramdre qu’il 
ne puisse me faire parvemr les paquets, qu’il m’a fait annoncer ce matin, ou du 
moms qu’ils n’anivent trop tard pour que je puisse vous les achemmci par Delhort, 
le vaisseau qm le porte devant mettie k la voile dans la matmde de demain 

J’ignore ce qu’annonce les ciainteB des Anglais, mois les precautions qu’ils 
prennent tiennent mdme du mmutieux Les Chelmques, sur les deux c6tes ont 
dtd mises hors d’dtat d’aller k la mei, cxcepte dans les villes oh lls ont des postes 
dtabhs Les marchands de Nesly dans toute la piovmce, ont eu l’oidie de livrer 
tout leur gram aux collecteurs de la compagme qui les font transporter dans les 
places fortes, qu’ils ont conservd dans cette Nabobie, les autres fortms ayant dtk 
rasds Cochin se ddmantelc en ce moment, et tous les Fiamjais qui faisoient leui resi¬ 
dence dans cette place, ont requ 1’ordre de se tenii prdts k partir poui l’Europe Une 
bataille opmiktre a eu lieu entie les aim6es des Maratcs et celle des Anglais Ces 
dermers ont peidus la presque totality du regiment 74 et prks de fiO ofllciers La 
perte des Marates selons les papieis Anglais se montoit foit haut, mais des details 
requs ici pax des lettres particulieies du camp radme, la poite k prds de trois mille 
combattants lls ont k la ventfe abandonnds beaucoup des bouches k feu, mais 
I’on assure que les fcceufs en avoient dtd tufes, car ll est certain, que l’infantene 

* These letters are given as a specimen of the intrigues and conespondence 
which the foreign Furopean settlements in India enabled the French to carry on 
against' England —Ed 
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Maiatte a opeiC sa letioite dans le meilleur ordre possible de l’avcu m4mo des 
Anglais Ce combat a eu lieu le 23 Septembie 

Li Raja dn Tanjoui cst gardfc k vue dans sa capitale, et auxpiemikiesnouvelles 
d’une invasion des Maiattes, dans la province, ll doit £tie conduit k Madias Ce 
punce est soupqonne d’avoir des intelligences avec les chefs de la nation cn guerre, 
ttant dcla mCme caste, et voulant eviter le soit de tous les malhemeux punces 
tiibutanes des Anglais, attendait des foicesMarattespoui fune, espeiant k la psux 
d’obtemr des conditions plus avantageuses que celles oh l'on lui permet encore de 
vivre 

La communication du Bengal par terie est obsolument mteiceptdc Le Catek est 
mondt de la cavolene Maratte qui dit on n’attendent que la fin des pluies k cette 
efite pour la lavager II se fait en consequence un ai moment au Bengal qu'on 
lepand fetre poui le Pegou, mais dont les tioupes sont certamement destmds k 
mettle le nord de Madras k l’abn du pillage 

L’on croit ici l’escadie de 1’ Admiral Regmei k la c6te de Malabar, mais ll cir- 
culoit, U y a quelques jouis, qu’on la supposoit partie pour Batavie pour y attaquer 
les vaisseauxHollandais, et les foi cer de se jetter h la c6te Les Chingulais kCeylon 
ont portfes leuis lavages jusqu’aux portes des villes de la c6te Les Anglais 
viennent d’y faue encoie paivenu quatre cents soldats Euiopdens 

Si vous fites destind, Gdndral, k Gtie le libeiateur des malheuieux peuples de 
cette contide, jamais cuconstance ne seia plus favoiable pom y attaquer les 
oppiesseurs de ce pays, occupes k une guene temble \ plus de deux cents cinquante 
Iieues dans l’mteneur de la piesqu’isle, n’ayant point h cette c6te pluB de deux 
millc quelques cents homines de tioupes blanches et encoie disseminds sur une 
tiks grande dt endue 11 n’y a aucun point de cette preBqu’isle qui puisse dtre en 
dtat d’opposer la momdie lesistance Madias, dont le fort quoiqu’imposant par sa 
regularity et ses bouches k feu ne pourrait tenir longtems par le peu de soliditfi 
de ses bastions, dont les crevftsses journalises d^qelent qu’ils travaillent conti- 
nuellement, et d’ailleuis, un coup de canon heureux seiait k n’en pas douter, le 
signal d’une levee generaledes boucliers contre les tyrans abhorrts que vous auriez 
acombattie Les Anglais mettent de nouveau en usage une lessource quiselonsle 
tableau quo j’ai vu leui a piocuie dans la deimkie guerre des sommes assez con* 
sequentes, lls comedent les Aides depuis le nord de Madras jusqu’aux Keicars 
Cheque concessionaire comptant une somme fln£ devient piopnctaue La vanity 
des Molabars lesiste gucie a cct appas, ausBi comptent lls b<idb lefiexions les 
sommes qu’on exige d’eux \ cet effet 

J’ai 1’honneui de voub pi Avenir, GcnCial, que je sms ici absolument k mes frais, 
que jouinellement jc fais des avances poui pouvou conespondre avec surety avec 
l’Adjudant Commandant Bmot et j’espkre que vous voudiez bien me fixer un 
tiaitemcnt qui puisse me peimettie de servu mon pays, de la mamere dont je le 
ddsiie Je pense gcneial, qu’une somme quelconque pour mes fiais sufflra ne 
voulant point fitre k charge Je trouvciki dans la delicieuse jouissance de scivir 
mon pays h recompense que tout bon Fianqais doit ambitioner 
Cy joint copie des ordres et lettres qui me conceinent 
Salut et respect, 

Du Faybl, Capitaine d’Infantene 

Le Capitaine Dcscombe posse k bord de la Louisa, ll vient d’fitre victime de la 
voracite Anglaise II a et6 pus en quittant le Tanjaoure, oh ll a fait un trks long 
SLjour 11 vous donnera, Geneial, les details qui vous rntdreeseiont sur ce pays, 
a>ant vdcu dans l’intimity avec le loy et les ministres de ce prccieux royaume, 
pendant tout le terns qu’il a paasd \ la efite Malabar 
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Copip de la Letti e du Nid a Rajapu h un Pitfet 

Citoyen Piefet, Pondicheuy, le 28 Aofit, 1803 

Je pi ends la libertfe de vous adiesaei la prfeaente, fcrmement peiBuadb que voua 
reqevrez de mes nouvellea avec plai8ir d’aprfea la bontt. que voua m’avez toujouia 
temoignfe pendant votre leaidence dana ce pays, et dont je voua prie de m’accordei 
la continuation 

Voua trouveiez, Citoyen Prfefet, ci jointe la auite dca gazettes du gouvernement 
depuia votie dfepait J’ai cru devoir voua en fane 1’envoy, pom votie satisfaction, 
quoique cea feuiUes ne contiennent ncn d’nnpoitant, paa mCme un mot k l’fgaid 
dea operations de l'aimfee Anglaiae contie lea Maiattca Peimettez moi, Citoyen 
Pr6fet, de suppliei k ce Bilence par le rfecit dea informations qui me sont paivenues 
pai diveiseB voyes 

Holcai, apiks avon fetabli k Poonah un nouveau Peaheway de son cboi\, se 
retna un peu loin de cette capitale La maiclie de l’aimfee Anglaiae vers Poonah 
le dfeteimina enamte k ae rendie pika de Scmdia aloia aux envuons de Delhy II 
fut ouveit dea negociations entie lea deux chefs poui une pacification gfenfemle 
entre toutes lea puissances Marattes, au moyen de la mediation d’une d’entie elles 
Lea Anglais jaloux d’un tel fevfenement ae hatfiierifc de lamener k Poonah l’ancien 
Peahway, qui fetoit ifefugife dans le pays de Concan aux envuons de Bombay, et 
l’fetablnent but le trfene k leur tom Bientdt lls exigfeient de ce pnnce k fane 
avec eux un nouveau tiaitfe, k fin de fane fechouer celui, qui fetoit cntamfe entie 
Holcai et Scindia Ce derniei juatement alkumfe de 1’ambition dea Anglais, con- 
chit une suspension d’aimes avec Ilolcar, et dans la suite instiuit pai le nouveau 
Peaheway dea demandes et dea intentions dea \nglais lui fecroit k nvon aucune 
negocintion et k ne faire aucun tiaitfe avec eux, au contiaue k les lenvoyci de aes 
domaines sous quelque pifetexte, et daps le cas oil il uc pouuoit le fine, \ sc le- 
tner de Poonah avec toute sa famille poui aJlei le joindic Les Anglais mstiuit 
dea intentions de Scmdia tiennent le Peaheway k vue et lui ifeclame unc somme 
immense pour les fiais de la guene qu’ils ont fetfe oblige de fane poui lui, moycn- 
nant qu’ils lui ofFrent la continuation de leur alliance 

Le rendez-vous dea ambassadcuis Maiattes poui tmitei la paix cat, dit-on, dona 
un endroit proche de Delhy Dfejk lea divers ambaaaadeurs y sont ifeunis et tia- 
vaillent kune pacification gfenfeiale duiable et solide Le iLSultat n’en eat pas 
encore connu L’on ajoute que toutes lea puissances ifeuiucs tiaiteiont ensuite 
collectivement avec les Anglais soit pour la guci i c ou la paix 

Une pai tie de l’aimfee Anglaiae, commandfee par le Gfentral Stuart est dfejk de 
retoui poui entrei dans la province d’Arcot Un dctachement leate encoie pika 
de Ballaiie au bold de larivikie de foungabadia, et uue autie commandee pm lc 
Gfenferal Wellesley eat pifes de Poonah 

Le Nabobe du Dekan Nizam Aly Khan eat mort & Ilydciabad, lc 7 du couiant 
Sea deux ou tiois fils sont en discussion relativement k la succession do leur pue 
Le Divan Machir Moulouk foit life aux Anglais, B’efloice de piocuici la Nabobie h 
son gendie, second fils du defunt Les Marattes, chez qui sc tiouve lefugife l’amfe, 
veulent le faire succeder k son pfeie 

Depuis votie dfepart les Anglais font dfemohr lc foit de Gondclour, et dit on, 
gfenfemlement toua les foits du Cainatick, cxceptfe les places foites commc Madras, 
Velorc, Masulipatam, &c Ac 

Divers Vakila dea Rajahs du Noid et du Sud qui me connoissent, fetant dans 
l’mtention de venir reaider k Pondicheriy, lea uns incognito, les autres pulilique- 
ment, auBsitfet le ifetabhssement, m’ont fait diveiaes piopoaitions, paiticulicicincuL 
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lc vakil dea Murattes J’ai era devoir les cntietcmr dans leura esp^rances sans 
neansmoms me compiomettre en nen 

J’ai l’honneur d’etre avec profond respect, 

Citoycn Piefet, 

Votie trks-humble et trks-obeissant seiviteur 
P B du 3 Septembre, 1803 Signfe Nid 11 Rajapat, etc 

L’armfee du GGntral Stuart qui ainve & Madras requt oidre de retourner veis la 
grande armfee qui se trouve au boid de la uvibie de Toungabadra 

Le bruit couit qu’il y a une bataille entte l’armke du G6n6ial Wellesley et celle 
des Maiattes 

La cause des dernm s ti oublcs joarmi les Mai attes 
Aprks la moit du Peshway les Barabays sont assembles de fane un conseil pour 
fetablu un nouveau Peshwa Raguba a laissfe deux enfans males dont l’un adoptif 
et l’autie legitime Les opinions de Baiabays ont fetfe dmsfees en deux paities 
Knflrv Scindia, comme ll 6toit plus puissant que les autres, vu le flls legitime & 
son bas age, ll a placfe malgrfl les auties le flls adoptif en sa place de Peshwa 
Essavault Kan Ilolcoi a paru mficontent de cette opbiation, et chercha le moyen 
de le d&placei pour lemettre k la place le flls lfigitime Scindia et Peshwa 
voyant la condmte d’Holcai voudioient diminuer sa foice, et exigeicnt de lui une 
somme considerable sous le nom de Redevance Dans ce terns la, comme le frkre 
d’Holcai Be tiouva k Poonah, on*a mis sui lui un coips de guaide et on l’a sommfe, 
s’ll ne veisoit pas au tiesoi de Sircar la somme qu’ds lui ont exigG, qu’il seioit 
vexfe sans aucune consideration, en effet, dit-on, que l’on a fait pdm Ilolcai 
Ayant appus cette nouvelle si severe et voulant se vengei il a commence k foimer 
une arm6c formidable dans le mois d’Aofit derniei Dans cette mtervalle Scindia 
a eu la neceasitfi d’aller k cotfl de Delhy 11 a laissd k son dfipart un detachement 
pour soutenir le Pesbwa Holcar piofita de cette absence, et attaqua contre 
Peshwa et Sandia II a presents plusieurs batailles, aux quelles Holcar a toujours 
remportfe la victoire Son ambition a parvenue jusqu’k s’emparei de Poonah, 
piller et ravager, et a fait lever une forte contribution Bur tous les Saiacars de 
Poonab Pesbwa n’ayant pu lesistei & la force d’Holcai, dtoit obligd de se retirer 
dans le pays de Concane C'est aloi s que Scindia et Peshwa dcnvirent aux An¬ 
glais avec quelques conditions secrettes pour leui fane envoyer du secours Les 
Anglais piofltant de cette occasion se presserent k marchei contie Holcai Leur 
arraee s’est divisde en 4 paitie, et la 5ieme dtoit une aimee de 12 k 15 rallies 
troupes tant en cavalcnc qu’en infantene commandfee pai Poumaya (Strimautte 
Pandith Piadune) afin d'avou la facihtd de fournii la piovision de bouche, et 
Holcar voulant lui seul fitre gouvemeui dc toute l’ctendue des Marattes, il a 
plac£ k Poonah k son choix Peshwa, le fils de Couddouian Mulltu II s’avanqoit 
avec son armde poui conqueiir d’autie pays Dans cette mtervalle le detachement 
des-Anglais de Bombay, amsi que celui de Scindia et Peshwa, et les autres allies 
tous rGums ensemble ont ramene l’ancien PeshwaBagirau qm etoit idfugi6 dans le 
pays de Concane et l’ont post k Poonah et l’ont mis sur le tidne Le General 
Penon qm commande environ 25 k 30 mille tioupes tant en cavalene qu'en m- 
fantene au service de Scindia est tits consideie Son influence regne dans tout le 
royaume de Delhy Toutes les expeditions, qu’on lui a oidonnfl, ont lemportd la 
victone Par consequent Scindia a une grande confiance en lui Mais on parle 
entre les officierB Anglais de distraction depuis peu, que le Gfendral Perron parut 
mdcontent de son maitre k cause de leur alliance avec Scindia et Peshwa, Holcar 
voyant qu’il ne peut lesister k cette force si considerable il est ekugnd pour le 
moment du cotl du Noid afin d’augmenter plus en plus ses forces et ses trdsors 
Se dtsiroit aidemment, s'il pouvoit tirer pour lui les parties du Gdndial Perron 
On parle aujouid’hui que les Anglais ont fait le traitd avec cette puissance 
Pondicherry, le 29 Jura, 1803 
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Tiaduction d’une lettie du Guufial Binot h Mahaiajn Sauay Davalttrave 
Sundiah Bahader 

(Aprks les Compliments) 

L’ officiei porteui dc la presente le Citoyen Delohi cst lin hommc distingue par 
son evpenence et sa biavouie et son mtiepiditc dans lcs Bataillcs auv quelles ll a 
assist^ dans les plus belliqueuses campigncs sous les oidies de Buonapnite et 
Moreau 

Suivant ses dtsns peimettcz quc je lccommande k votie Altcsse cet officiu, qui 
s’est deteimme k allei cueillii dcs nouvcauv.launeis dans vosaimccs poi des actions 
dclatantes contie vos bets enncmis En consequence, jc desire que votie Altcsse 
lui accoide avee la confiancc une place digne de son giade ct de sa sagacite Pose 
vous assurei qu’il lie manqueia pas de donnei k votie Altesse dcs pieuvesjoui- 
naliferes de son attachement pour la confiance dont vous voudiez l’honoiu, et 
dont vous n’auiez point k vous lepentn, au continue vous en seiez satisfait, puisque 
vous favonsez tous ceuv. des bons Fian^ois qui se lendent aupiCs de votie Altesse 
Le gouveinement Fianpais a toujouis des vucs de se joindre au joui k votre 
Altesse, afin de contiibuci kl’augmentation de votie puissance et k la destruction 
de vos ennemis, qui seiont alois humilie k vos preds Et moi, je m’mtuesse par- 
ticulitiement k votie piospentd, et souhaite aidemment que vous vous leunissiez 
k tous vos eonficies Morattes afln de punn les tiahisons de notie ambitieux 
ennemi commun, qui n’est parvenu que par ce moyen k dctrunc toutes les puissan¬ 
ces de l’Inde Que pounois-je 6cine d’availtage poui ce moment, si non fane 
des veeux au ciel pour la conseivation de votie santc et piospente 


Noms des pnncipauja Pmues dt VIndw>tun, de Ituis capitales it de Ipuis/otces * 
Sha Kalem Empereui Mogul, capitole Delliy, sous la dtpcndance des Anglais et 
des Marattes 

Shayan Oskan, Divan, 100,000 homines cavalene, 100,000 h infanterie 
Scindia, un des chefs des Maiattes, a le titre de premier mirustre qu’il a fared 
l'Empereur de lui donner 


MARATTES 

1 Savay Davoulat Raou Scindiah Baliauder, Outclienv, sa capitalc, ll a 50,000 
h cav , 30,000 h mf 

2 Ragotchi Gosscla ou Bouncela, Rajali du Beiai, Nagpoui, sa capitale, 30,000 
h cav , 30,000 li inf 

3 Jessevauteiaie Holkar, Cap Indouie, ll a, 50,000 n cav , 50,000 h int 

4 Mollaiun, his de Parseiau Baui, Misseiy, N b e'est le seul clief Maiatta 

lkum auv Anglais, 15,000 h cav , 10,000 h inf 

5 Anpant Padika, 15,000 h cav , 10,000 li int 

G Manoutchi Nimbalkai, Ischaudi, 10,000 h cav , 5,000 h int 

7 Sinckrazi, Badukau, 10,000 h cav , 5,000 h inf 

8 Geiozi Zado, Vagali, 10,000 h cav , 5,000 h mf 

9 Ally Bahaudei Ilest apiesent k Delliy comme ministie, 10,000 h cav , 
0,000 h inf 


* These documents aic given fiom the original papcis, that the views entertained 
by the French may the moi e cleaily be seen —[Ed ] 
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10 Triham B&k&r&n Mama, Nassikn, 15,000 h cav , 10,000 h inf 

11 Dondiyioun, 5,000 li cav , 3,000 li inf 

12 Managi Bagdd, 10,000 li cav , 5,000 h inf 

Stnmaut Batchuau Predana Paudie Peshwa, Poonah, 20,000 h cav , 15,000 
h mf 

C’est lui, que les Anglais ont placd demiereraent sui le trfine de cette capitale, 
nais ll se tiennent sous leur garde Les fifei.es Amontouion et Simatchi apah, 
ainsi que ses forces ont fetfe joindre l’Armfee de Scindiah 

SEIKES 

Raja Bay Sing, 30,000 h de cav , 10,000 h d’inf 

Tatfe Smg Maniar, 10,000 h de cav , 5,000 h d’inf 

Chermad Kan, 10,000 h de cav , 5,000 d’inf 

Princes tnbutanes des Anglais h I’Est de Masuhpatam 

Narayna Deaon, Kimdi, Tiibutone des Anglais et sous leui garde 

Narayna Babou ou Gazapatti Deaon, fils de Vizayaiam Rajai Vigiaj a Nagaiam 

Diasaratima Razom, Seddapoiam , Raon Vaieon, Sitapouiam , Appaiaon, Nou- 
gedou, Mungapadi Deaon, Sotaiam Tous ces Pnnces sont tubutanes des Anglais 
et n’ont plus de soldats Les Anglais occupent le pays pour en letnei des subsides 
II s’est revolte conti e les Anglais, 10,000 hommes 

CARCARS DE GOUNTOOR 

Quatie Zemidai —Vassy Reddy Vintakadn Nayadon, Giand Zemindai Sintapally 
3,000 hommes, Matiazon Goundaian, Vmiconda, 1,000 h , Manika inn Ba- 
buya, Repalld, 300 h , Marour Narsannaron, Sillacalouipadou, 300 h 

POLYAGARS DU NORD 

Baugary Jassama Naydou, Ventaguiry, 5,000 h , Damarla Venkata Naidon, 
Calastry, 6,000, Bominarazon, Bommarazoupalem, 3,000, Matclevaron, Tchitevely, 
3,000 

Ces Polyagars avoient envoyfe ici h. Saudrihuy lors de l’omv£e de la fi digate la 
Belle Poule dans le dessein de faire des offres, si les Franqais vouloient fane la gueue 
aux Anglais Dans le cas d un ddbarquement dans les Cucais du nord ce Polygaia 
nous seiont extiemement utils, paiceque habitant une partic de laefite au noid de 
Madias jusqu’l Masulipatam, lls seiont it mfime de nous fouinir en abondance des 
vmes et mfime des Chevaux Mais lls n’oseiont point se declarer ouveitement it 
moms qu’ils ne soyent piotogcs pai les rian 9 ais Les Anglais les traitent assez 
durement Us ont dtabli un coidon sur leuis fiontifeics poui empfichei qu’il n’y 
entie ni fei m fetain, niplombenfin tout ce qui pourra leui foumir des moyens de 
revolte La guene avec les Maiattes les n empfeche de leui fane subu le mfime 
sort qu’aux Poliagars du Sud Aussi les peuplades s’y attendant sit6t la guene 
des Marattes flnit, et ne desnent nen tant que l’amvfee des Fianqais 

CARNATIC 

Azimud Daowla, petit fils de Mahomed Aly Les Anglais se sont emparSs de 
ses domaines, gouvernent en son nom, et lui payent annuellenient le cinquifeme 
des revenues Le Nabob demeuie dans une maison de campagne prfes de Madias fe 
Tirpleking Sa gaide est composfie de 50 cavaliers 
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TANJAUR 

Raja Charpozy 2000 homines de cavalene que d’mfanteue Lea Anglais pren. 
nent lea revenues de son pays, et ne lui en laissent que le cmquibme Les Anglais 
ont voulu dernibiement abbattre la fortresse de Tanjore II s’y est opposfi for- 
mellement et a declare qu’il roourroit plustfit sous les luines de sa capitale que 
d'acc^der aui. demandes des Anglais II est parent du Rajah de Ragpoui et espfre 
du secouia des Marattes II nous a fait connoitie sa ferme resolution de bnser le 
joug'des Anglais, ai les Francjais veuillent d£barquer dans son pays, et le prendre 
sous leur protection Le point le plus favorable pour un ddbarquement seroit ou 
a Cancal sui la cOte Coromandel, ou dans le Cochin sur la cfite Malabar Qu’on 
choiaisse l’un ou l’autre de ces points, on seia b. mfime de se rfeunir aitfit le d£- 
barquement opferfe au Rajahs de Tanjore, de Ti avancore, Madura et Moiara ainsi 
qu’aux Polygais du Sud, dont beaucoup se sont caches dans les for£ts et les mon- 
tagnes, et qui n’aspirent qu’ apibs le moment de Porrivde des Francois pom se 
rfeunir b. eux et se venger des ciuautfes commises enveis eux par les Anglais Tous 
ces differens peuples passent pour trbs braves, et ce n'est qu’aprbs des pertes trfes 
considerables que les Anglais sont paivenus b. les soumettre en appaience Je 
choisirois pour point de d£barquement le Cochin voisin de Travancore qui abonde 
en bestiaux 

POLYAGARS DU SUD 

Les Polyagais de Oudcarpalua, Analour, Toccour et autres petits Polyagars 
reqoivent une petite subsistence annuelle des Anglais qui occupent lem pays Le 
plus puissant Polygar le Rajah Setoupadi de Ramanad fut dgpouilM, ll y a trois 
ans dans son Royaume pai les Anglais, qui Pont fait mounr en le retenant en 
prison, les fers aux pieds Une femme de sa famille gouverne aujourd’hui ce pays 
avec l’agi ement des Anglais, qui lui payent une subsistence 

L’annee demifcre le Rajah de Moiara s’€tant revolts contie les Anglais, ll a 6t6 
pns aprbs des prodiges de valeur 11 a 4t6 Strangle, aprfes avon tue luim&me 
plusieurs officiers Anglais, par son ennemi victoneux 

TRAVANCOR 

Ramaraja est le seul qui existe dans le sud de Plndostan avec ses forces et ses 
domaines Les Anglais ne negligent nen pour le soumettre hleui puissance, mats 
ll s’en defend feimement jusqu’ aujourd’hui Ses foices militaues peuvent b, peu 
pibs monter b 25,000 hommes tant cavalene qu* mfantene II reijevoit les Fran- 
qais b. bras ouvert dans son pays II est trbs riche, son pays tibs feitile et beau- 
coup de bestiaux 

MAYSSOUR 

Nichena Raja Oudcar se tiome placd sui le trfine de Tippoo Sultaun depuis la 
mort de ce pimce Poornaja, ancien Ministre de Tippoo est actuellement son 
premier Mimstie Les Anglais lui ont donn£ une paitie de son pays et le font 
entretemr 10,000 hommes de tioupes 

DECKAN 

Nizam el Mouluck Capitale Hyderabad Mort le 5 Aoht 1803 L’ainb de ses 
fils s’dtoit rbfugib chez les Marattes des avant la mort de son pfere Les Marattes 
veulent les placet sur le tidne de son pfere, mats les Anglais y ont mis le 7 Aofit 
dernier le pnnce Tncardeijah pai Fentremise de Machir Moulouck son beau pbre 
et leur creature 
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Reyarugotam Raon, bmc Maratte et son Divan On n’apns des lenseignemens 
bur s'll est bien avec lea Anglais ou non 

LES FILS DE TIPOO SULTAN 

Deux file de Tipoo, Tate Aydei l’aind et Mahmadm Sacha ainsi que la famille de 
ce pnnce ae trouvent pnsoniers h Velore avcc une subsistence journalise de 1000 
rupiea Un autre fils de Tipoo a trouve moyen de a'enfuir de Velore dfeguisd en 
poiteur d’eau, et de parvenir jusqu’h Scindia, qui lui donna une subsistence et le 
fait commander un petit corps de cavalene Cc Prince avoit envoyd ici un homme 
de confiance, qui est arrivd quelque jours aprfes notre capitulation pour s’informer 
des details sur l'amvde des rranqais Je lui ai parle lui mfime, et il m’a donnd 
des renaeignements positifs sur lea intentions du Roi de Tanjoie en faveui des 
Franqais II est retouind dans leTanjoie poui faire part a. aes commettants dea 
espdrances piocbaines que je lui ai donndes 

Pendant l’assaut de Seungapatram Doondia, de caste Maiatte, fils adoptif de 
Tipoo, et que ce demiei retenoit aans les pnsons poui revolte, a tiou \C moyen de 
s’dchapper II dtoit parvenue it ramasser les troupes dispeisdes de Tipoo, et it tenir 
la campagne pendant quelque terns conti e les Anglais , mats enfin il a succombe 
bous des forces majeuies Les Anglais le croyoient jusqu’a piesent tuc dans la 
bataille, mais ce mfime homme qui est venu me donnei les nouvellcs du Tanjoie 
m'a assurd que ce chef a dchappd et qu’il s’est retnd chez les Moiattes, oh il leste 
tranquil pour le moment 
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No I 

The Eat l of Mot mngton to the Right Honourable H Addington, Speaher 
to the House of Commons 

(Pnvatc) 

My dear Mr Speaker, Fori St Geoigc, J8th May, 1799 

I have the satisfaction to tiansmit to you a senes of the 
Madias Gazettes extiaoidmaiy, containing the details of oui 
shoit and bnlhant campaign with Tippoo Sultaun, which 
' commenced on the 5th of Maich, and tciimnated on the 4*th 
of May m the captuie of Senngapatam, the death of Tippoo 
Sultaun and the possession of all his tieasuie, of the peisons 
of his family, and of those of the families of all his pnncipal 
officeis and chieftains 

I am upon the point of proceeding to Senngapatam, wheie 
I have little doubt of being able to effect a satisfactory ar¬ 
rangement with the pnncipal omiahs of the late Sultaun’s 
Couit and aimy The immediate result of this unequalled 
and happy success will be a laige accession of levenue to the 
Company with a moie contracted and stiongei fiontiei, and 
the total mm of the Fiench mteiests m India 

InTippoo’s palace have been discoveied papeis containing 
his conespondence with Messis Malaitic, Sei cej, Margallon 
and othei Fienchmen, togethei with copies of the Sultaun’s 
pioposals to the Islands of Fiance and Bouibon, and to the 
Executive Dnectoiy of Fiance 
We cannot sufficiently bless Pioudence foi having enabled 
us to defeat a combination, which if it had been suffeied to 
pioceed without inteiluption to its intended object, might 
have ovei thrown the foundations of our empne m India 
You will be glad to hear that I am veiy well, and not in 
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any degree fatigued by the exeitions which I have been 
obliged to make on this important occasion 

It appeals by all accounts fiom the aimy, that Tippoo 
Sultaun’s tioops had been much impioved m discipline since 
the last war, and then numbei was little if at all 1 educed 
smce that period. Of oui aimy it is impossible to speak m 
teims of sufficient piaise You may considei peace to be 
lestored m India, as all Tippoo Sultaun’s puncipal officeis 
have already submitted to Geneial Han is, and httle lemains 
to be settled further than to make an airangement foi their 
future condition 

We have felt thioughout this contest the great benefit of 
the subsidiaiy tieaty which I concluded m Septembei last 
with the Nizam In addition to the destiuction of the Fiench 
paity at Hydeiabad, the Nizam has affoided us the most 
coidial and effective assistance dunng the wai, and he has 
entiusted me with full poweis to adjust his mteiests m the 
conclusion of peace 

The distracted state of the Mahiatta empue has lendeied 
the Peishwa unable to fulfil his engagements with us against 
Tippoo, and the equivocal and veisatile politics of the Couit 
of Poonah render his disposition suspicious , but at present 
his inteiest must be to pieserve a good understanding with 
us in ordei to lecommend himself to our considei ation m the 
distribution of the conqueied teintory of Mysoie, and I 
theiefore enteitain no appiehension of any dangei from the 
Mahiattas of Poonah, noi will the distuibed state of Scm- 
diah’s affaus admit of his attempting any hostile step, what- 
evei may be his inclination 01 views, which, m the mind of 
eveiy Mahratta, aie always duected to the mteiest of the 
hour, without any consideration of justice, faith, or even of 
comprehensive and enlaiged policy 

Evei, deal Mi Speakei, 

youis most affectionately, 

Mornington 

P S I have dictated this letter m place of writing it with 
my own hand, a practice which I find veiy convenient du¬ 
nng the seventy of the hot season, 
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No II 

Thomas Coutts, Esq to the Eat l of Morning ton 
My Lord, Stiand, London, 9th Oct 1799 

I take the liberty of addiessmg youi Loidship to state tlie 
case of Mi Aichibald Scton, a gentleman in the Company’s 
sei vice at Patna, but though to endeavoui to do lnm a sei- 
vice I am fiee to confess is the object of my lettei, yet I wish 
fiist to indulge myself by expiessmg my sinceie congiatula- 
tions on the splendid success of youi Government, which 
seems to have placed the India Company m a state of secu- 
nty beyond example —it must give gieat pleasuie to eveiy 
Englishman as a public event, and to your Loidslnp’s family 
and fuends must be a subject of gieat joy and satisfaction 

Mi Seton was boin the second son of a veiy ancient fa¬ 
mily in Scotland, and luckily was educated with a view to 
some civil piofession, and veiy eaily had foimed m his mind 
a de&ue to go to India, which when his eldei biothei died, 
his fathei still encouiaged, secietly conscious I believe that 
he had mjuied his foitune, which independent of the old 
family estate had always by the woild been supposed veiy 
considei able 

The family estate came by his mothei who was the beness 
of Touch, and his father very unjustifiably contuved to make 
him join m secunties foi laige sums of money (previous to 
his bankruptcy) The young man being m India and little 
suspecting the possibility that he was, besides mhenting no¬ 
thing fiom his fathei’s supposed uches, to be thereby de¬ 
prived of the ancient family possession of his mothei, which 
however he finds he has involved m debts fai beyond its 
value 

The object of his life will be to redeem this estate, and he 
has alieady by his exeitions done something towaids so de- 
snable a puipose 

I flattei myself youi Loidship will think it is an amiable and 
laudable ambition, and that his case is a very haid one. The 
calamity m which he has been involved being thiough no 
fault of his own, but on the contrary fiom a dutiful obedience 
and compliance with the desire of his fathei 

Notwithstanding the circumstances I have mentioned, which 
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must in some degree interest eveiy man not devoid of the 
sentmients of humanity, I would not have ventuied to wnte 
in Mi Seton’s favoui if I had not the greatest leason to be¬ 
lieve he is a young man of consideiable abilities and of the 
most admnable charactei 

I imagine he must be known very well by Sn John Anstiu- 
ther, and as he has been some time lesident at Patna, peibaps 
not unknown to youi Lordship He is hereditaiy Aimoui 
Beaiei foi Scotland, to the King, and if thiough any atten¬ 
tions m your Loidship’s power, with propriety m your public 
situation, to show him, he may, m time, recover his natural 
mheiitance, I am persuaded to see him at home m the enjoy¬ 
ment of it will he among the pleasing leflections of the good 
you was able to do duung youi veiy extended and impoitant 
government 

That youi Loidship may letuin home with health and 
every other enjoyment youi conduct and success can deseive 
is my smceie and earnest wish 

I am, my Loid, with smceie lespect, 

your Lordship’s most obedient 

faithful humble seivant, 

Thomas Coutts * 


No. Ill 

The Duchess of Gordon to the Eat l of Moimngton 

Gordon Castle, 23d Oct 1799 

At this moment, my dear Lord, you aie the admuation of 
all Em ope, may you long enjoy the glorious laurels you have 
gained m health, happiness, and every domestic blessing 
There is a paiticulai fnend of the Duke’s and mine m India, 
I knew him early m life, and know him to possess honour, 
integrity, and a high military spmt, his name is Mackay, 
and I am afiaid lus success has not been equal to his ment, 
pi ay piotect him and giant him some situation which I know 
he will do honoui to I have to congiatulate you upon your 


* Mr Seton was a gentleman of the highest merit, and was employed 
by the Governor-Geneial in a distinguished station in the north-western 
provinces— [Ed ] * 
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dear sistei Lady Ann’s mainage , she has made a choice all 
hei fuends appioved of, I don’t know a moie amiable man 
Lady Moimngton was so good as to let youi lovely boys 
come and see me when m town I left youi fuend and mine 
Le Piemiei* m bettei health and spmts than I have seen him 
foi yeais I spent some days at Wimbledon with the gang-\ 
and left with legiet I heai Loid Cornwallis talks with lap- 
tuie and suipuse of youi noble administiation of India, and 
he is a good judge. Huntly has had a most tedious and 
dangeious wound m that fatal ciusade to Holland, but is 
now lecoveung, himself and his regiment gained immoital 
honoui, 

And have the honour to be, 
my deal Loid, 

youis most tiuly, 

J Gordon. 


No. IV 

Hugh Inghs, Esq to the Eail of Morning ton 

My Lord, East India House, 31st Oct 1799 

This selves to covei duplicate of my letter to youi Loid- 
ship of the £7th Septembei, which went by the oveiland 
despatch. 

Mi. Dundas has communicated to me, m confidence, youi 
plan of an anangement foi the Mysoie dominions, which 
youi Lordship will obseive, accoids, m the piomment fea¬ 
tures, with the ideas mentioned in the above lettei. The 
only objection that occuis to me to this anangement (and I 
confess I do not see how it could with justice have been ob¬ 
viated) is, that the Mahiattas may be jealous of the Nizam’s 
acquiring so laige an accession of temtoiy fiom Tippoo’s 
dominions, whilst they have obtained, compaiatively, so little, 
though considenng the pait they took m the contest, that 


* Mr Pitt 

t By this appellation Cthe Wimbledon Gang) the Duchess of Gordon 
used to designate Mi Pitt’s friends, who usually accompanied him on 
horseback every Saturday to Mr Dundas’s villa at Wimbledon —[Ed ] 
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little is more than, m equity, they are entitled to —but I 
have that confidence in youi Loidship’s wisdom and pru¬ 
dence, that I doubt not you have foreseen, and have obviated 
the objection 

I am, my Lord, with great esteem 

youi Lordship’s veiy faithful 

and obedient servant, 

Hugh Inglis. 


No. y 

Loid De Dumtanville to the Eail of Morning ton 
My DLAR Lord, Bdth, Novembei 25th, 1799 

Peimit me to add my congiatulations to the geneial exul¬ 
tation m the success which the Butish anns undei your 
Loidship’s auspices have attained in India, the geneial joy 
has been mixed with no little astonishment, that you have 
been able in so short a time to destioy so foimidable an 
enemy as Tippoo I will not tiouble you on Euiopean poli¬ 
tics, as you have correspondents so much better able to in¬ 
form you on that subject, the return of Buonaparte to France, 
and his subsequent assumption of the government of that 
country, occasion, of couise, a vanety of speculations 

I most heartily wish you, my deal Loid, every blessing 
this life can afford, and that when you return fiom the coun- 
tiy, whnjh you govern with so much honoui to youi self, and 
advantage to the state, you may leceive here eveiy honour 
and advantage which youi Soveieign and a grateful people 
can bestow. 

I am, with great truth and esteem, 
my dear Lord, 
your most sincere fiiend, 

and much obliged seivant, 

De Dunstanville. 
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No. VI. 


The Marquess of Doionshve to the Mai guess Wellesley 

My dear Marquess, Decembei 20th, 1799 

Give me leave to congiatulate you, as I do most sinceiely, 
upon the honouis that his Majesty has lately confened upon 
you, when I make compansons, I haidly think his Majesty 
has been advised to do all that you aie entitled to, the East 
India Company intend to make some moie solid acknowledg¬ 
ment of youi ments I hope you have leceived my fonnei 
lettei which I wiote on seeing your achievements m the Ga¬ 
zette, which very faintly expiessed what I felt upon the news 
of youi victonous success, which I attnhute as much to youi 
excellent government and management as to the biaveiy of 
oui tioops Lady Downshue joins me m all congiatulations 
and houily wishes foi youi happiness, give my affectionate 
compliments to Geneial Wellesley and Hemy, and beheve 
me to be youi veiy sinceie and affectionate fuend, 

Downshire 


No. VII. 

The Earl qf Westmeath to the Mai guess Wellesley 

My dear Lord, Stephen’s Gieen, Dublin, Jan 23, 1800 

I am convinced that our long fuendship will make any 
apology unnecessaiy for the trouble you will have in reading 
this letter The young gentleman who cames it with him to 
India, Ensign Ii win of the 88th Regiment, is my near lelation, 
which I would I flattei myself be of itself a stiong induce¬ 
ment to your piotection, but I have leason to hope that Mr. 
Irwm’s conduct as an officei and a gentleman, will most pow er- 
fully recommend him to youi favoui, foi any maiks of which 
I shall feel paiticulaily thankful He served a consideiable 
time m Loid Euston’s Regiment, with his entne approbation, 
and has received from him the stiongest and most flattei mg 
testimony of good conduct, and of his Lordship’s wishes foi 
his future success in life He is going with his regiment to 
Madras, and as I have not the honour of knowing Lord Chve 
I am mduced to trespass so far on your friendship, as to 
vol v. 2d 
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entieat that you may he so kmd as to wnte to him in Mi 
Ii win’s favoui, if his legiment is to lemain stationed at 
Madias In the event of his seiving within youi own imme¬ 
diate government I enteitain no doubt that he will, should 
oppoitumty offei, leceive, foi my sake, any kmd offices which 
you can shew him I am happy my deal Loid, in this oppoi- 
tumty of offering you my most heaity congiatulations on the 
bulhant success which has attended youi spuited effoits m 
India Beheve me, amongst the many fuends you have left 
behind you, there is not one who moie sincerely lejoices in 
eveiy cncumstance that contubutes to your leputation and 
your happiness, than 

Youi faithful and affectionate fuend, 
Westmeath 


No VIII 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Chau man of the Honourable Court of 
Directors , fife Sfc Sfc 

SlR, Foit William, Januaiy 20, 1800 

This letter will be deliveied to you by Major Davis, who 
has been an Aid-de-camp m my family during the whole 
period of my government, and who accompanied me to the 
coast, and leturned with me to Foit William He is chaiged 
with a vanety of ai tides fiom Seungapatam, which I thought 
would be acceptable m England as memonals of the gieat 
events of the past yeai. A list of these articles is enclosed, > 
with the suggestions which I take the liberty of offeung le- 
lative to then disposal, I am satisfied that the Comt will 
leadily accede to my wishes in this lespect The aiticles 
designed for his Majesty, the Punce of Wales, and the Duke 
of York, will, I know, be peculiaily acceptable to them. 
Notwithstanding my deep sense of His Majesty’s unifoimly 
giacious acceptance of my services, and of his personal favoi 
towaids me, I am sensible that the aiticles destined for His 
Majesty ought ceitainly to be piesented to him by the Couit, 
and not m my name The particulai kindness which I have 
expeilenced fiom then Royal Highnesses the Punce of 
Wales and the Duke of Yoik induces me to request, that the 
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piesents to them may be made m my name The golden 
tigei’s head* (which foimed the footstool of Tippoo Sultauns 
thione) I hope, will be placed m St Geoige’s Hall in Wind- 
soi Castle, as a noble tiophy of the tnumph of the Butish 
aims in the East It would have given me pleasuie to have 
been able to send the whole thione entne to England, but 
the mdiscieet zeal of the puze agents of the aiiny had bi oken 
that pioud monument of the Sultaun’s anogance into Aug¬ 
ments, befoie I had been appuzed even of the existence of 
any such tiophy, I have the honoui to lefei you to the en¬ 
closed memoianda foi a paiticulai account of the scveial 
articles m Majoi Davis’s cliaige, and I beg lea\e to lecom- 
mend him to youi favouiable notice, and to the countenance 
and piotectiou of the Couit, as a valuable and lespectablc 
officei, to whom I am much attached. 

As connected with the subject of this lettei, I take the 
liberty of expiessing my desire, that full length poitiaits of 
the Clwmmen and Deputy Chaumen who picsided dunng 
the penod of oui prepaiations foi the late wai in Mysoie 
and of its continuance, should be sent to Foit ‘William to be 
placed in the Government House, these poitiaits would be 
of Mi Bosanquet, of Su Stephen Lushmgton, and of Mi 
Inghs, I also wish foi the poitiait of Loid Teigmnouth, of 
Mr. Dundas, and of Mi Pitt foi the same puipose, I have 
already applied to Lord Clive, Geneials Hams, Stuart, and 
Baird for their respective porti aits. 

I have the honour to be, 
with gieat lespect and esteem, Sir, 

youi faithful servant, 

Mornington. 


No IX 

The Em l of Inchqum to the Mm guess Wellesley 

London, Feb 10, 1800. 

I thank you my dear Lord for the papeis you were so 
good to ordei me, youi kind remembrance has given addi¬ 
tional satisfaction and heaitfelt giatification in reading the 

* The tiger’s head and the bird of loyalty (Husna) whicli stood on the 
top of Tippoo’s thione, are now preserved in the Castle of Windsor, and 
were frequently placed on the royal table on occasions of state during the 
leign of bis late Majesty King William the Fourth — [Ed ] 
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nevei to be foi gotten accounts of youi most glonous, gieat 
and manly exeitions, in youi conquests m India, executed m a 
mannei, to make all youi piedecessois hide then diminished 
heads, your achievements have silenced the blackest and 
most determined oppositions; the Goveinoi, m the soldiei, 
has moie than answered the wishes and expectations of the 
nation, and almost of your noble friend Pitt, the fust, 
gieatest, and best of men, he has been the piotectoi and 
savioui not only of this country, but of Eui ope, and to 
whom I hope he will eveT be the restorer of libeity and 
peace, if not obstiucted by the ciooked, jealous, and obsti¬ 
nate politics of Germany. 

As I suppose your friends heie, send you the state of 
politics of this country, I shall say nothing about them 
I remain, my deal Loid, 

youi Loid ship’s obliged 
and faithful fuend and humble seivant, 

Inchiquin 


No. X 

Mr Strachey, to the Mai guess Wellesley 
My Lord, Hill Street, 8th Match, 1800 

I had so often heaid fiom Loid Chve of youi Loidship’s 
kindness to my son Richard, that my heart was sufficiently 
full of gratitude befoie I leceived the additional pi oof of youi 
condescension, in youi lettei of the 12th August last by the 
Cornwallis. The young man himself has never failed to ex- 
piess the high obligations he feels himself undei, foi atten¬ 
tions which could pioceed only fiom your Loidship’s goodness, 
as no reasonable expectation of them could be formed, eithei 
fiom his juvenile ments or fiom his father’s connection with 
youi Loidship. 

I have since learnt that youi Lordship, with the concurrence 
of Loid Chve, has consented to indulge him m a laudable 
desire of knowledge and improvement, by his making one in 
Captain Malcolm’s suite to Persia. The anxiety which I 
know he will undeigo if he does not heai of his family m 
England, (the Loid and Lady Clive have undei taken to re¬ 
lieve lnm as often as they can) induces me to take the libeity 
of inclosing such a small letter as I judge it may not be 
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inconvenient foi you to foiwaid with some despatch of" your 
own to the anibassadoi. v „ 

I am happy in the kind testimony which your Lordship 
beais to the conduct and chaiactei of my two eldest sons, 
who being now undei your moie immediate view at the Pie- 
sidency, will, I flatter myself, appeal to continue deserving 
of your piotection and favour. 

I have had the pleasure of seeing Mr Wellesley, and I have 
lead, with gieat avidity and extieme satisfaction, all the punted 
papeis fiom Madias, foinung a complete lustoiy of the justi¬ 
fiable use and piospeious teinnnation of the wai m Mysoie. 

The entne expulsion of the French—the ovei throw of 
Tippoo Sultaun—the discovei y of the absolute proofs of his 
duplicity and negotiations with oui enemies, and the judicious 
settlement of the conqueiedcountiy,—these are events which 
have filled your cup of lenown, and must evei lank you 
amongst the greatest men who have governed India Loid 
Clive, m a lettei to me of the 10th of August, says, “ a moie 
politic, wise, and advantageous settlement of the Mysoie 
country than that which has actually been made by the Com- 
missioneis, undei the diiection of the Goveinoi-Geneial, 
could not have been devised, 01 moie happily and expedi¬ 
tiously concluded.” 

I hope to have an oppoitumty of showing Mi. Wellesley 
several other paragiaphs m Loid Clive’s letters to me, ex¬ 
pressive of the opinion he has all along entei tamed of your 
Lordshsp’s conduct, and the coidiality of lus co-operation 
with you, which amply justify youi kind sentiment towards 
him in your lettei of the 12th August 

I will detain youi Loidship no longei than to add, that I 
have the honour to be with the most perfect esteem, 

My Loid, 

Your Lordship’s most obhged and faithful servant, 

H Strachey. 


No. XI. 

Colonel Palmei to the Mm quess Wellesley 
My Lord, Poonah, 27 th June, 1800 

I have had the honoui to receive your Loidship’s letter 
of the 1st mstant, I am perfectly sensible my Loid, that the 
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caies and fatigues of an aiduous public station, may require 
poweis of mind and stiength of constitution which m my pie- 
canous state of health, and advanced time of life, it cannot 
be expected that I should possess And no pei son would 
feel gieatei legiet than myself, that youi Loidship should 
suffei any appieliension 01 anxiety for the success of your 
important objects at this Couit, from my inability to pio- 
mote it. 

Impressed with this sentiment and conviction, I leceive 
youi Loidship’s command to deliver ovei the charge of this 
lesidency to Mi Webbe, with equal cheei fulness and sub¬ 
mission 

I request your Loidship to accept my giateful acknow¬ 
ledgements foi youi geneious intention to piovide foi my 
futuie comfort, and foi the favouiable opinion which you aie 
pleased to expiess of my conduct and chaiactei, 

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest lespect, my Loid, 
youi faithful and obedient humble seivant, 

W Palmer 


No. XII 

Sti Heiculei Lang iu, he to the Mai quess Wellesley 
My Lord, Dublin, Septembei 6, 1800 

Aftei offeung you my smceie congiatulations on the 
glonous and impoitant events of youi Loidship’s administra¬ 
tion, will you allow me, as one whom you foimeily honouied 
with your friendship, to yield to the solicitations of my 
nephew, Mi Robeit Gieen, in wilting you a few lines in his 
favoui , he has been some yeais m India, and I cannot now 
state his situation, fuithei than, that when his fuends last 
heard of him, he was a lieutenant in the Company’s seivice at 
Calcutta, but his lastlettei thus expiesses the place he wiote 
fiom, “ Zillali Sncar Sawiun ” If, m youi high situation, an 
opportunity should occui to you of doing him any seivice, 
consistent with the many supenoi claims that must solicit 
youi attention, youi goodness to him would be remembeied 
by me with gi atitude , and though I have not seen him for 
some years, yet as the seveial letters I leceive fiom him con¬ 
tain much good sense, just sentiment, and interesting inform- 
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ation, I am led to think he would not'piove unworthy of your 
favoui. At all events, let me beg youi Loidslnp will be good 
enough to pai don the libel ty I take m making this application, 
into which I have been betiayed by the veiy high lespect and 
esteem I feel towaids you 

The affaus of Eui ope aie so unceitain and changing eveiy 
day, that if I weie to attempt saying any thing to you as to 
then situation, I should piobably descube it very diffeient 
fiom what it will be when you leceive this letter At all 
events the public papeis and your confidential communications 
would anticipate any thing I could tell you, I shall theiefoie 
only say, that in this tiemendous conflict, the lesources of 
England have proved mnaculous, and the minister enjoys 
that fulness of powei and public confidence to which his 
wisdom and high qualities entitle him On the 1st of August 
the Royal assent was given heie to the BiU foi the Paiha- 
mentaiy Union of Gieat Bntain and Ii eland, a similai law 
havmg passed m the 6ntish Parliament This measure 
passed thiough oui Paihament, ceitamly not without much 
opposition, but, being finally decided, is received by the 
nation with peifect tianquillity 

I shall conclude with expiessmg my aident wishes foi your 
health and success m the impoitant situation in which you 
are placed, and I beg to assure you that I am, with great 
respect and esteem, 

Youi Lordship’s faithful 

and most obedient seivant, 

Hercules Langrishe. 

P S I sent another copy of this lettei by another con¬ 
veyance, which I thought might miscany 


No. xm. 

Colonel Palmer to the Marquess Wellesley 

My Lord, Poonah, 21st October, 1800 

Feeling an intei est in the happy teimmation of the negoti¬ 
ations at Hyderabad, which the foi ms of official business do 
not permit me fully to expiess, I hope foi your Loidship’s 
paidon m offeung undei a private address, my sincere and 
coidial congratulations, on the conclusion of the tieaty of 
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general defensive alliance between the Company and the 
Nizam An alliance which places the security of the British 
Government in India, on a solid and dui able basis, and 
which affoids the fauest prospect of peimanent tianqinlhty 
throughout the Peninsula. I ardently wish that all youi 
Loidship’s plans foi piomotmg the honoui and prosperity 
of youi government in its external and internal lelations may 
piove equally successful. 

While congratulating your Lordship on the success of 
their negotiation, I cannot but be impiessed with a sense of 
of sevei e mortification, at the failure of those which you have 
committed to my charge, though I have reason to believe 
fiom the pectihai chaiactei and dependent situation of the 
Peishwa, that those negotiations would have failed in much 
ablei hands than mine 

I have the honoi to be, 

with the highest respect and unfeigned attachment, 
my Loid, 

youi faithful and most obedient humble seivant, 

W Palmer 


No. XIV. 

Chiqf Justice Sd J An&truther to the Marquess Wellesley 

My dear Lord, Calcutta, 26th October, 1800 

I have very gieat pleasuie in offering you my warmest 
congratulations upon the event* yesterday announced to the 
public The success of eveiy measuie of youi s always gives 
me much pleasuie, but the magnitude and impoitance of this 
swallows up all peisonal consideiations, its political impoi¬ 
tance rivals the most splendid conquests which evei you have 
achieved, it gives sohdity and permanency to what the sword 
had gained 

You found the British influence m the Deccan gone. You 
have planted its power in the veiy centre of the mountains 
which hold India together, 

Youi late measure gives security to every part of our pos- 


* The Hydeiabad Treaty, sec Vol II App page 709 
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sessions from Huidwar to Cape Comoiin Nor is its influence 
less upon what may piopeily be called oui domestic than it 
is on oui foieign politics, upon those who aie piopeily called 
dependent punces Its lelations externally and internally 
can haidly be calculated even by those accustomed to take 
the most compiehensive views of the state of India, most 
sincerely do I congiatulate my countiy in having such a 
Govemoi-General at such a juncture. 

Yours very smceiely, 

J. Anstruther 

P S I should have done myself the honoui to have pei- 
sonally offered you my congratulations but I believe I shall be 
to-day detamed in court till too late an houi. 


No XV. 

Genet al Ci adoch {note Lord H out den) to the Marquess Wellesley 

La Vollette, Island of Malta, 

My DEAR Lord, Dec 20, 1800 

I feel the presumption of the step I now hazard, but anxiety 
to assist a veiy near i elation impels me to the liberty of pie- 
sentmg to youi notice my nephew, Sir Fiedenc Hamilton, I 
will not say moie upon the subject, than if he is a deserving 
young man, and worthy of your Loidship’s piotection, I shall 
feel myself undei the highest obligation at some mark of 
favour being extended to him. Were my poor brother alive 
this application would come fiom him, as a still neaier rela¬ 
tion, and perhaps the more entitled to make a lequest, but 
allow me to expiess our joint inteicession that at some con¬ 
venient moment this young man’s situation may be improved, 
and that he may be placed in such a load, as that it will be 
his own fault, if he loses his way. 

I cannot avoid any opportunity of adding my voice to the 
acclamation that has followed all your Loidship’s caieer m 
the East Indies, and I tiust, that your health and every othei 
circumstance tends to make you as satisfied with your situa¬ 
tion m the East, as it gives universal satisfaction 

I am so far on our way to Egypt, with the army under Sir 
Ralph Aberciomby, to expel the Fiench; we are all in high 
spirits, and full of bright prospects. If they have not le- 
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ceived le-mfoicements, which is doubtful, the enterpuse, as a 
nulitaiy one, may not prove aiduous. 

With eveiy possible respect, 
my deal Loid, 

I am evei, youi’s most obliged and faithfully, 

H Cradock 

P S I tiust that my friend Wellesley is well, I will wnte 
a line to him also upon this point 


No XVI. 

Sn Robej t Smyth to the Mat quest Wellesley 
My Lord, Bere Church Hall, Jau 16,1801 

Aftei an mterval of so many yeais I hope youi Loidship 
will not think it piesumptuous in me, in some measuie, to 
renew my acquaintance, but recollecting the time we passed 
in the same society at Palis, and aftei waids continued, dur¬ 
ing oui Parliamentary caieei in England, and being pei- 
suaded of the excellence of your Loidship’s disposition, I 
take the liberty of addiessmg a few lines to you by the hands 
of Mr. Canning, who will have the honoui of piesentmg this 
to you he is a near neighbour of mine, in Essex, of veiy 
respectable landed propeity, and a blanch of the family of 
Canynges of Gloucesteishne, one of the oldest and most 
respectable families m England owing to the impiudence of 
his ancestors, finding his family estate something impaired, 
he has had the singulai ment to renounce the ease and en¬ 
joyment of private life, m ordei to lestoie his family to their 
ancient and respectable situation but, notwithstanding bis 
acknowledged ment, his endeavouis have not been ci owned 
with due success , during the conupt admimstiation of foimei 
govemois of India, the needy adventuier undei the pation- 
age of Leadenhall Stieet, fiequently supplanted persons of 
the fiist merit, but undei the honoui able and distinguished 
government of Mr. Hastings, Loid Cornwallis, and your 
Loidship, talents and approved ment weie suie of being 
piotected and at length rewarded, but diffidence, which 
dleads being obtiusive, fiequently kept their claim and pre¬ 
tentions from being known Mr Canning not wishing to be 
classed with the common set of needy adventurers who lun 
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ovei to India to make then foitune by any means that pie- 
sent themselves, is very ambitious of being known to youi 
Loidship, hoping that his long seivice, and the inteiesting 
histoiy of himself and family, may find a powei ful advocate 
in youi natuial disposition and goodness of heait, I believe 
he does not mean to point out any specific object of his 
wishes, but only to obtain youi Loidslnp’s countenance and 
piotection, and to be consideied, peihaps lecommended, as 
not coming within the common class of Indian adventuieis 
And now, my Loid, permit me to say a woid with respect 
to myself, which is to congiatulate you and oui country on 
youi bulliant success and happy administration in India, if 
duung a long Parliamentaiy attendance, we weie fiequently 
disgusted with the enoimities committed m that countiy, still 
we must feel a seciet pude and satisfaction in leflectmg that 
the national cliaractei has been m some measure letneved by 
the vntuous government of Mi Hastings, Loid Cornwallis, 
and the Maiquess Wellesley 

I have the lionoui to be, 

youi Lordship’s most devoted 
and obedient humble seivant, 

Robert Smyth 


No. XVII, 

C T Gi eville, Esq to the Marquess Wellesley 
My dear Lord, 19th February, 1801 

I cannot let Colonel Symes depaLt without availing myself 
of the oppoitunity to pay my lespects to you, and expiess 
the satisfaction with which I see eveiy valuable peison em¬ 
bark for India, as you theieby receive fiesh mstiuments to 
be employed m the gieat objects entrusted to youi talents 
The merit of Colonel Symes is too well known to you fo re¬ 
quire fresh testimony, and yet I cannot avoid thi owing in my 
mite of information, because I know his modesty in commend¬ 
ing himself, and in the communication of the mteicouise 
which he has had with the Boaid of Controul and the Di- 
lectors, I have a ceitain knowledge that he prefeired the 
decision as to the future exeicise of his sei vices, being left to 
your Lordship’s option, to that of au appointment accom- 
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panied with a lecommendation from Mr. Dundas, oi fiomthe 
Directois. It is from similai conduct that the good sense 
and independence of a man’s mind may be well estimated, 
and Colonel Symes has embaiked foi India, to assume Ins 
duty with his regiment, and should youi Loidship think of 
him as he is thought of by all at home, his giatification by 
your nomination will be piopoitioned to the importance of 
the object, and his mmd will be suited to the most difficult 
object, from the confidence of the support and good opinion 
of the Governor-General The unexpected change of the 
admimsti ation has not varied Colonel Symes’s plans, and, it 
may happen that he will sail befoie a new minister for India 
is appomted, though I shall hope to send him the complete 
extent of the changes before he is out of the Channel I tiust 
you will excuse my wilting foi the piecise object of stating 
these points relative to Colonel Symes, which cannot fail to 
add to your opinion, and confidence m him. 

It will at all times make me happy to be informed of the 
prosperity of India, from youi Lordship’s government I 
have ventuied to state at laige, my idea of the true basis of 
a financial system, on which will depend the prospenty of 
the natives, and the preparation for the storms which gathei 
round us. I will theiefore only subscube myself, with great 
legard, 

your Loidship’s most obedient 

and humble seivant, 

C. F Greville 


No. XVIII. 

War) en Hastings, Esq to the Marquess Wellesley 
My Lord, Daylesford Hoiu>e, Apiil 12th, 1801 

From the same motive which impelled me the last yeai to 
addiess youi Loidslnp, with a letter of introduction foi my 
young fnend and godson, Hastings Impey, I now venture to 
take the same libeity in favour of his youngei brother, 
Edward Impey, newly appointed a wnter on the Bengal esta¬ 
blishment, and to lequest foi him, in like manner as I did 
for the foimer, that your Loidship will honoui him with such 
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a degree of personal notice as may excite and animate his 
endeavouis to obtain by his own merit that title to your fu- 
tuie favoui, which on any othei giound I have no pietensions 
to solicit, noi if I had, should 1 solicit it on his behalf. I add 
this with the gieatei confidence, because I have not known 
many young men begin life with equal, none with fauei pio- 
mises of good conduct tlnough it, than both the brothers. 
Youi Loidslnp will have alieady known, at the time when 
this lettei shall be dehveied, how fai I am justified in my 
opinion of one bi otliei, and on that expenence I place my 
best leliance for youi favoui able leception of the other 
Although no man has evei exeicised in a moie conspicuous 
mannei the best pierogative of powei, that of lewaidrag 
merit, and encouiaging it, than your Loidship, and this 
lettei, as well as my fonnei, is wntten in peifect confoimity 
to the disposition manifested by that piactice, I still feel a 
consciousness of having assumed a fieedom which I have not 
even the most distant acquaintance to warrant but it will not 
have imposed much trouble on youi Loidship to lead them, 
whatevei their effect may be , and I think it but fail to add 
the assuiance that I will not again lepeat the trespass 

I have the honour to be, 
with sentiments of the most peifect esteem 
and lespect, my Loid, 
youi Lordship’s most obedient 

humble servant, 
Warren Hastings 


No XIX 

Doctor Button to the Maiquess JPelletley 
My dear Lord, Christchurch, June 29, 1801 

I remember, with very particular giatitude to your Loid¬ 
ship and pleasure to myself, the instances of regard which I 
received fiom you in the early pait of your hfe, and I am 
persuaded you will have the goodness to make great allowance 
for my presumption m troubling you with a lettei respecting one 
of my own family I have theiefoie ventuied to become the 
mtioducei of a beloved son, humbly hoping that he will be 
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honoured with your notice, on account of the favouiable 
opinion you weie pleased to enteitam of his fathei I must 
be silent as to his ment, lest I should be led by a natuial 
paitiality to speak of him in lnghei teims than he deseives, 
and will mention only the good charactei which he bungs 
fiom the colonel of the thud legiment of East India Volun¬ 
teers, undei whose command he has been foi some consider¬ 
able time an ensign 

I am now almost constantly lesident m that society, wheie 
we are justly proud of saying that youi Loidship leceived 
youi education, and I shall beaitily rejoice m an oppoitumty 
of being serviceable to any young fnend of youi s who may 
become a membei of it I have the honoui to be, with the 
greatest lespect. 

My Loid, 

Youi Lordship’s most faithful and most 
obliged humble seivant, 

James Burton 


No. XX 

The Earl of Dartmouth to the Mm quest Wellesley 
My DEAR Lord, Blackheath, 2nd Oct 1801. 

As I understand that one of Lord Elgin’s messengeis is 
to be despatched to-night I have only time to mfoim you that 
the pieliminanes of Peace between this countiy and Fiance 
were signed last night hy Loid Hawke’s envoy and M Otto, 
and indeed if I had had moie time, this is all that I know 
officially upon the subject, though I have been mfoimed fiom 
good authonty that we aie to keep the Island of Ceylon, and 
the Cape of Good Hope is to be a fiee port, I have also 
been mfoimed that the integrity of the Tuikish empne is to 
be maintained, and that of our conquests in the West Indies 
the Island of Trinidad is to 1 emam to us, but perhaps it is 
hardly necessaiy that I should trouble your Lordship more 
with this scanty information, as it is piobable that the same 
conveyance by which this is carried out will transmit to you 
much moie information upon the subject than I am possessed 
of. I have just received overland despatches from youi 
Lordship addressed to Mr Dundas, those which weie 
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maiked official I liave letained, hut have not yet had time to 
peiuse, those which weie pnvate and confidential I have 
oidered to be sent to Mr Dundas who is now m Scotland 
The Couit of Dnectois have (1 am mfoimed) been some time 
occupied upon the subject of the College at Calcutta, what 
the lesult of then delibeiations may be, I do not yet know, 
I undeistand that some modifications have been pioposed, 
and the subject of the conveyance of the private tiade to 
this countiy, in India built shipping has so much irutated 
then minds, that I lathei expect some tiouble upon this 
subject, of this howevei you may be assuied that I feel eveiy 
disposition to suppoit youi Loidship mthis measuie I have 
had seveial confeiences with Mi Macmtosh upon the sub¬ 
ject which has led me to appiove veiy much of the choice 
you have made of him foi the situation, it is proposed he 
should hold in that establishment I hope to be able to con- 
fei with youi Loidship moie fully upon this and other sub¬ 
jects by the next despatch, and m the mean time remain, 
with the greatest tiuth and legard, 
my dear Loid, 

youi faithful and and obedient servant, 

Dartmouth 


No XXL 

Lot d Clive to the Mai quess Wellesley 
[Private ] 

My dear Lord, Fort St Geoige, 4t h January 1803 

The coidiality which has distinguished the connected system 
of measuies puisuedby your Loidship and myself, the kind¬ 
ness of your pnvate communications, and the consciousness of 
being embarked m the same cause with your Loidship, having 
for its object to secure to the Government of India, the means 
of an efficient and prospeious administration of affaus on the 
basis of just responsibility and individual authority in then 
chiefs, render it m me not less a mattei of inclination than it 
is of duty to suggest the expediency of your Lordship’s re¬ 
pairing to this side of Indra at the present cusis. 
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Although our encrease of strength and augmented means 
of resource, will enable us eventually to enter upon a new 
contest with advantages supenor to what we have possessed 
at any other penod, and although a consideiation of these 
advantages must necessanly make a strong impression on the 
mmds of the Mahratta Qhiefs, yet I am of opinion that it is 
necessary to be piepared to bring into action the whole of the 
foice of Butish India at this time , m the double view of pie- 
venting wai if possible by effectual prepaiation, or of ensur¬ 
ing success, should the appeal to the swoid become unavoid¬ 
able. 

Youi Loidship is fully acquainted with my sentiments upon 
a similar occasion, of the incalculable advantage denvable 
from the exeicise of the supieme powei of the Govemoi- 
Geneial, in application of resources which he alone can com¬ 
mand, near the scene of contest and my leflections upon the 
wars of 92 and of 1799 paiticulaily upon the lattei, when by 
youi Lordship’s piesence upon the coast, and the decisive 
system of your measures, the object of the wai was atchieved in 
a shoitei time than has been often absoibed m piepaiation 
for other wais, induce me to recommend to your Lordship the 
adoption of a measui e which without having recourse to the 
unemng test of experience to which I have alluded, the ob¬ 
stacles which the Court of Dnectors have opposed to the 
efficiency of my Government, would lendei most satisfactoiy 
to me, and of the highest importance to the public mteiests 

Your Loidship must be aware fiom vanous documents and 
pioceedmgs of the council, transmitted fiom hence for youi 
peiusal, that m addition to the impediment to an efficient 
admimstiation to which I have been subjected, I shall by 
the departure of Geneial Stuait have to conduct the business 
of my Government with a dissentient Council, and piobably 
under the frequent necessity in my decision, of havmg re- 
couise to my peisonal lesponsibility. This situation of 
things will I tiust not only add weight to the suggestion I 
have had the honoui to make, but will also m the event of your 
Lordship’s depaituie from Fort William being rendeied im¬ 
practicable by causes which I have not the means of appre¬ 
ciating, appuze your Loidship of the difficulty of execu¬ 
ting with precision, and m then spmt, the tenor of your 
impoitant commands, moie especially when points may be 
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expected to occm requumg the piompt and zealous discharge 
of those confidential duties of which I can encouiage no ex¬ 
pectation hom the mstiuments imposed on tins Government 
by the Couit of Duectois 

The eventual amval of a successoi to the Government of 
Foit St Geoige, not possessing the peisonal and local mfoi- 
mation necessaiy to the best employment of the means and 
mstiuments at the disposal of this Piesidency, foi the attain¬ 
ment of the objects in youi Loidship’s contemplation, will 
also piobably obtain youi senous consideiation. 

Being unable to fonn a just estimate of the obstacles that 
may stand opposed to youi Loidship’s leaving Bengal at this 
ci isis, I shall no faithei allude to that pait of the subject 
than to assure youi Loidslnp that should you lesolve to pio- 
ceed to Foit St Geoige, I shall deuve the same peisonal 
giatification which I have aheady felt fiom the umon of oui 
labouis, and that should the reasons foi youi lemaunng at 
Foit William, counteivail those which I have had the honoi 
to adduce foi youi piesence on the Peninsula, you may lely 
upon a zealous, and faithful endeavoui to execute your Loid¬ 
ship’s commands to the extent of the means I possess. 

I am always, my deal Loid, 

with the gieatest esteem and legard, 

most faithfuEy youis, 
Clive. 


No xxn 

Lot i Clive to the Marquess Welleiley 
[Piivate] 

My dear Lord, Foit St George, February 27th, 1803 

I have had the honoi to leceive your Loidship’s private 
lettei of the 7th instant, with enclosures of youi conespon- 
dence with his Majesty’s Mmisteis and the Couit of Duec¬ 
tois lespectmg the succession to our lespective Govern¬ 
ments, and the impoitant points connected theiewith. 

The piecision with which, in youi Lordship’s foimer com¬ 
munications you had stated the motives of your resignation 
of the supieme Government, the explanation of the eventual 
period of that resignation, which you had condescended to 
impart, and the uniform mannei m which your Loidship 
VOL v 2 E 
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lias advised, shaied m, and appioved the measures of my 
Government had left no douht on my mind of the extent to 
which they had received the sanction of youi appiobation m 
youi despatches to Em ope The decided and geneious 

suppoit theiefoie evinced in these papers, has only indelibly 
confirmed those sentiments of obligation and giatitude, which 
I have always felt to be due fiom me to youi Loidship 
Fiom the nature of your Loidslnp’s despatches and of mine 
to his Majesty’s Ministers and to the Court of Diiectois, it 
was to have been expected, that they would have proceeded 
at an eaiher period than Septembei last, to piovide a succes¬ 
sor foi this Government, and I am giatified to find it is your 
Loidslnp’s opinion that no notification having been communi¬ 
cated to me upon that point is solely to be attubuted to tlio 
peisuasion, that I must have taken my depaiture fiom India 
pievious to the amval of any mfoimation which could have 
been transmitted to me I most sensibly feel the kmd manner in 
which youi Loidship has consideied the question of my con¬ 
tinuance m India, and the delicacy with which you have con¬ 
veyed the assuiance of your support in whatevei decision I 
may ultimately form. The opinion of your Lordship as fai as 
legards the public seivice, not being equivocal, my judgement 
on the present cusis of public affaus as well as the disagree¬ 
able predicament in which I am situated, have deteimined me 
to combine the preservation of the vigoui of this Government, 
as fai as it may be practicable with the attention due to the 
dignity of peisonal character and of public situation In 
the expectation theiefore of the eaily amval of my successor, 
01 of furthei intelligence of the means pi ovided by the Court 
of Duectors, and by his Majesty’s Mimsteis foi administering 
the affairs of this Piesidency, I have resolved to piotiact my 
depaituie to the latest penod consistently with those consi- 
deiations It is accoidingly my intention to secuie to myself 
accommodations for my passage to England on the United 
Kingdom, and I shall endeavour to legulate the period of 
my departuie m such a mannei as to reduce the intei val be¬ 
tween that event and the ainval of my successoi, to the 
shortest possible period of time 

I am always with the greatest attachment and esteem, 
* My deal Loid, 

most faithfully yours. 

Ct tvf 
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No XXIII 

Lot d Clive to the Mai guess Wellesley 
[Pnvate and Scciet ] 

My dear Lord, Fort St George, 24th April, 1803 

I have had the honoi to leceive youi Lordship’s pnvate 
despatch of the 4th instant The important consideration 
which induced your Loidslnp to mge with such mcsistible 
foice the failhci pioti actjon of my stay m India, had left no 
doubt on my mind of the line of conduct which it was my 
duty to puisue , and I had accordingly lesolved in defeience 
to youi Loidship’s judgement, and m confoimity with youi 
wishes, which it has evei been my desire to pi omote, to await 
the amval of my successoi , when the leceipt last night of a 
despatch of the 17th Decembei, from the Couit of Duectois, 
of which I enclose a copy, lenewed with mci eased intei est 
the consideiation of the subject. The tenoi of this despatch 
is of the most moitifymg natuie, and the peiseveiance of the 
Court of Duectois, acquiesced in by his Majesty’s Mimsteis, 
m those measuies which have degiaded my authonty cannot 
be otherwise consideied by me, than as a foimal subveision 
of the punciples umfoimly avowed by me, and as a pioclama- 
tion of the tnumph, which the Couit of Duectois, has been 
peimitted to grant to the faction disaffected to my admi¬ 
nistration 

But as the grounds of youi Lordship’s opinion cannot be 
affected by these considerations, but are lefeiable to the 
present political cusis of affans, and to the characteis of those 
individuals whom my depaituie would place m tempoiaiy 
power, I submit to make this faithei sacufice of my peisonal 
feelings, m the view of seeming the State fiom the evils youi 
Loidship appiehends fiom my immediate lelinquishment 
of the Government, hut m the hope, that if any altei ation 
of circumstances shall enable your Loidship to leheve me at 
an eaiher penod of time than the amval of Lord William 
Bentmck, youi Loidship will have regard to the augmented 
degiee of embanassment, disappointment, and disgust, which 
must be consequent upon the opei ation of this last despatch 
I am always with the greatest attachment and legald, 
my dear Lord, most faithfully yours, 

Clive 
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No XXIV. 

Maiquess Wellesley to Loid Cltve 
[Private and Seei et ]—Extract 

My DEAR Lord, Foit William, August 4th, 1803 

The fluctuating state of affaus m India, and m Eui ope 
has not yet afforded any oppoitumty of letuinmg a definite 
answei to youi Loidship’s pnvate and seciet despatch of the 
24th April * The delay of Loid William Bentmck’s depai- 
tuie fiom England has also admitted a fuithei consideiation 
of the impoitant question stated in that despatch, while 
eveiy cucumstance on the spot has concuned to stiengtlien 
the leasons which onginally induced me to sohcit youi Loid¬ 
ship’s continuance m India until the actual amval of a suc- 
cessoi fiom Europe 

I should deseit eveiy sentiment of my heait, if I weie 
insensible to the justice of those emotions of indignation 
which youi Loidship has expiessed m adveitmg to the 
lecent conduct and conespondence of the Couit of Di- 
rectois The whole tenoi of the late lettei to Foit St Geoige 
is most exceptionable injustice and ingratitude towai ds youi 
Lordship, encouiagement to faction and intrigue, togethei 
with mjuiy to the executive poweis of the whole frame of the 
Government m India, foim the maiked featuies of the system 
of policy which that extiaoidmaiy document inculcates f 

* See page 417 

4* The conduct of the Court of Ducctois of the day m supciscdmg the 
appointments made by then governments in India in 1803-4 and 5 had 
been befoie exercised as Bhewn in the following extiacts ol letteis 
from Mr Hastings and Loi d Cornwallis 
Extract of a letter fiom Mr Hastings to the Honouiablc Couit of Di- 
lectois of the East India Company dated the 23th of November 1783 
“ It is hard to be loaded with weighty iesponsibility without power, 
to be compelled to work with mstiuments imposed upon me which I 
cannot tiust, and to see the tenors of high authonty held over the heads 
of such as I myBelf employ in the dischaige of my public duties ” 

Evtiact of a letter fiom Loid Cornwallis dated the 17th Apul 1796, in 
reference to an application made to him to use his mfluenee to prevent 
the BupeiccBsion of a fnend of the wnter by a duect appointment by the 
Court of Du ectora 

“ I have always protested in the stiongest terms against the piactice 
of making any nominations at home to the ofheeb in India, which is to 
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Witli the same public spmt which lias distinguished eveiy 
pait of youi Loidship’s conduct, undei the accumulated 
piessuie of ingratitude at home, and of faction abioad , sur- 
lounded by the di&oidei, audacity, and clamoui, which evei 
attend the dissolution of ]ust authonty, m this painful scene 
of humiliation and insult, youi Loidslnp has nobly detei- 
mmed to continue m youi aiduous and vexatious station, foi 
the benefit of those whose influence has been employed to 
detiact fiom the substantial ment of youi high public ser¬ 
vices, and to fiustiate then salutaiy opeiation Whatevei 
maybe the tempoiaiy suffenngs of youi geneious mind under 
such a sacufice, I anticipate the eaily victory, and peimanent 
tiiumph of youi Loidship’s honorable and woithy couise, 
and the disgiace and defeat of the base and despicable aits, 
by which you have been countei acted, and tiaduced To 
the last houi of my existence youi Loidslnp may lely on 
my indefatigable endeavouis to aid you m the vindication of 
youi lionoi, and in the maintenance of those gieat public 
pimciples, which involve not only youi Loi dslnp’s charactei 
and mine, but the safety of the aiduous chaige entiusted to 
us by our countiy 

In the piesent moment it is my sinceie conviction, that I 
cannot offei to youi Loidslnp any counsel, so salutaiy to the 
pubhc inteiests, 01 so advantageous to youi own honoi and 
fame, as that you should lemain at Foit St Geoige until the 
actual amvalof your successoi from England Theappiehen- 
sion of a levival of wai with Fiance, the state of affaus m 
the Mahratta Empiie, the piospect of those important ques¬ 
tions of internal and external policy which must claim the 
early attention of the Government of Foit St Geoige even 
m the event of established peace, appeal to me to constitute 
a crisis, which may justly demand this sacufice of your 
Lordship’s peisonal sufferings to the exigencies of the pubhc 
seivice 

Previously to youi depaiture, I wish to be furnished with 
an opportunity of passing my pubhc and solemn judgement 
m council upon the ments of youi Loidship’s admmistiation, 


take the power out of the hands of those who aie lesponsible foi callying 
on the government, and I declared that 1 should cousidei the aiiival 
of such an appointment m Bengal, as an Older for my ltbignation ” 
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and I wish to know fiom youi Lordship the mode, m which 
I can piocced to that last act of justice and giatitude with 
the gieatest degiee of satisfaction to youi Loidship’s mind. 

I still enteitain a hope that you may not leave India with¬ 
out visiting Bengal, it is unnecessaiy to add any expiession of 
the pleasuie, with which I should witness the giatification of 
that hope. I tiust and believe, that Loid William Bentmck 
will amve m India, with sentiments and views entnely con¬ 
formable to youi Loidship’s opinions, and to the exigencies 
of his arduous pubhc tiust. 

I have the honor to be, 

with the most sinceie attachment, esteem, and affection, 

My dear Lord, 

Your most faithful and obliged seivant 

Wellesley 


No XXV 

Lot d Clive to the Marquess IVellesley 

Fort St George, 3d Septcmbei, 1803 
My Dear Lord, [Received 25th September ] 

The geneious and affectionate expressions conveyed to me 
m youi Loidship’s private lettei of the 4th ultimo,* upon 
subjects intimately connected with my leputation, and neaily 
touching the feelings of my mind, have penetrated me with 
sentiments of the sinceiest regard, gratitude and lespect 
Had not youi Loidship’s foimer communications, the con- 
sideiation of the impoitant cusis of affans, both m India and 
in Eui ope, and my own judgment continued by the whole 
couise of my observation upon events and proceedings at this 
place, anticipated in my mind the indispensable necessity of 
my continuing m the exeicise of the authority of the govern¬ 
ment of Foit St George, under any cncumstances that 
might have occuned, until the arrival of Lord William 
Bentmck should enable me to relieve myself fiom that 
aiduous and impoitant charge The decided expiession of 
youi Loidship’s judgment and wishes contained m youi des- 


* See Page 418 




Letteis ] 


THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY 


423 


patch of the fourth ultimo, oould have left no doubt of the 
deteimination which it would have become me to adopt and 
puisue , I feel, tlieiefoie, gieat satisfaction in having affoided 
this last pi oof of my obedience to youi Lordship’s commands, 
and I congiatulate youi Loidship with sinceie pleasuie on 
the oppoitunities at length affoided to me of tiansfening the 
chaige of this government to the honourable hands appointed 
to leceive that tiust 

Youi Loidslnp’s intention of passing your solemn and 
public judgment in council upon the subject of my admim- 
stiation, ib mattei of much consolation to the feelings of my 
mind, and I am tiuly giateful for the great kindness of youi 
Loidship in desmng me to point out the mode of fulfilling 
that intention which may be most satisfactory to me, the cn- 
cumstances m which I have been placed by the extiaoidinaiy 
pioceduie of the Couit of Duectors have compelled me to 
discussions lelative to the administration of the internal affans 
of this Piesidency, which have completely laid open to that 
honouiable Couit, and to youi Excellency, the motives, pio- 
giess, execution, and result of all the puncipal acts of my 
government These details are minutely described m my 
seveial despatches to the honouiable Couit, and, feeling a 
well grounded confidence that the judgments lecently pro¬ 
nounced by that body, undei the impiession of a passionate 
view of my administration, will yield to the evidence of my 
success m the improvement of the affans of the East India 
Company on the Peninsula, my anxiety on this subject is 
entirely relieved by a just assurance that youi Loidship, m 
passing a foimal judgment on my government, will puisue 
that course which, undei a moie geneial view of this im¬ 
portant question than I am competent to form, may be best 
calculated to secuie the stability, prosperity, and honoui of 
the empire In India on punciples of enlaiged and national 
policy On youi Loidship’s supenor judgment, theiefoie, 
on youi intimate knowledge of the acts of my government, 
and of the punciples which have guided the conduct of my 
administration, and on the dignified and fervent friendship of 
your Loidship, the result of our coidial union and co¬ 
operation, for the attainment of the most important public 
objects, I entnely wish to lely, not only foi the fanest and 
most enlightened decision on the ments and charactei of my 
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administration, which it may be capable of leceivmg, but also 
foi the mode which may lendei that decision most impiessivc 
and convincing In older to complete the documents in youi 
Loidship’s possession lespectmg my adnunisti ation, I do 
myself the lionoui to inclose the concluding minute by which 
I foimally lesigned the Government of Foit St Geoige into 
the hands of Loid William Bentmck, and I tiust that the 
pomts which I have endeavouied to impiess on the attention 
of my successoi will be deemed by youi Excellency to be 
consumable to the system of youi Loidship’s policy foi this 
piesidency m the actual situation of its affans 

I have the satisfaction to add that I think it of impoitance 
to state, that the public accounts completed since the date of 
my minute, exhibit a material impiovement of the pubhc 
revenue beyond the amount at which it has been stated and 
estimated in the documents officially submitted to youi Ex¬ 
cellency m council, m the past as well as in the cunent 
revenue 

I amextiemely sensible to the kindness of youi Loidship’s 
invitation to Bengal The contemplation of the peisonal 
satisfaction and advantage which I should deuve horn the 
society of your Loidship, and from the communication of 
your sentiments upon the impoitant objects which have so 
long engaged oui joint attention, as well as the peculiai 
intei est with which the scenes and impiovements m Bengal 
could not fail to affect my mind, would hold out inducements 
not to be lesisted, did not the extiaoidinaiy cucumstances in 
which I have been placed, and the length of time duung 
which I have defened my depaituie foi the avowed and sole 
puipose, now accomplished, of resigning into the hands of 
my successoi the government of Foit St Geoige, rendei it 
most consistent and necessaiy that I should embrace the 
eaihest means aftei the accomplishment of that event, of ie- 
pamng to England It is accoidmgly my intention to embark 
the moment the ships are leady foi sea, which cannot, I 
believe, now exceed four or five days 

It is impossible foi me to contemplate my appioachmg 
sepaiation fiom youi Loidship’s labouis without reviving m 
my mmd all those sentiments of giatitude and attachment 
which have been excited by youi Lordship’s unifoim friend¬ 
ship, suppoit, and advice, noi without lenewing to your 
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Lordship the assuiance of my most feivent esteem, lespect, 
and affection 

I look not without anxiety, but with a confident expectation 
of success, to the teimmation of youi Loidslnp’s piesent 
contest with the Mahiatta chieftains, and when youi Loid- 
ship shall have added that tiopliy to the bnlliant caieei of 
youi atchievements, I tiust that the national policy will have 
been sufficiently matuied to call upon youi Loidship foi the 
only means of pieseiving by the wisdom and fiimness of youi 
councils at home, the gieat empiie which has been extended 
and consolidated by the vigoui and success ol youi Loid- 
slnp’s administiation abioad 

I have the honoui to be, 
with the most sinceie lespect and attachment, 
my deal Loid, 

Youi most obliged and faithful seivant, 

Clive 


No XXVI 

Majoi (qfteiwauh> Sw John) Malcolm to the Maiquess Wellesley 
(PllVdtC) 

My Lord, United Kingdom at Sea, Feb 9th, 1803 

Befoie I left Calcutta I attempted peisonally to expiess to 
youi Excellency the feelings of my heart, but I had not the 
powei, and if I was to endeavoui to state them m a lettei, I 
should be equally unsuccessful acknowledgments of obliga¬ 
tions, and piofessions of giatitude, the cunent payment of 
commdn favouis, shall nevei be offeied to youi Loidship, m 
discharge of a debt so senous as mine, an unshaken adhei- 
ence to the piinciples of lionoui, a film and onwaid tiead m 
the path of vntue, and an unweaned exeition of talents which 
youi Loidship’s appiobation has peisuaded me aie not con¬ 
temptible, will I tiust combine to guide me m a course of 
action, which shall convince youi Loidship I have notthiown 
away the extraordinaiy advantages I have enjoyed in hold¬ 
ing so long a confidential station near your Excellency’s pei- 
son, and I entertain the proud hope that no one action of my 
life (to whatevei period it may please Piovidence to extend 
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that blessing) shall ever give your Lordship cause to regret 
the paitial kindness with which I have been tieated, oi the 
maiks of honouiable favour with which I have been distin¬ 
guished 

Among the various feelings which at this moment occupy 
my bieast, I recognize with exultation that of a peisonal at¬ 
tachment to your Lordship to be predominant, and I shall 
gloiy m every opportunity I may have of shewing the natuie 
of the zeal which that attachment inspires, and how fai it 
places me above the common motives which influence men 
who aie busy m the self-interested pursuit of fortune 
I have the honour to be, 
with the greatest lespect, 
youi Excellency’s most obedient and 
most humble seivant, 
John Malcolm 


No. XXVII 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Honourable Hemy Addington 
Sir, Fort William, Feb 27 th, 1803 

The object of this letter is to call your particular attention 
to the seivices, claims and views of Mi. Bailow, a membei of 
the Supreme Council, who held the government foi neai nine 
months dunng my absence in the Uppei Provinces, and who 
by my paiticulai desire was appointed to succeed me provi¬ 
sionally in this arduous charge 

Loid Coinwallis has probably alieady mformed you of the 
eminent seivices which Mi Bailow lendeied to the British 
interests heie during his Loidslup’s administration by flaming 
the whole code of legulations and the whole system of go¬ 
vernment of these extensive piovinces, a greater benefit has 
seldom been confeiied on any people than that which Mr. 
Bailow was the mam instiument of confeiung on our native 
subjects m India, to that code aie principally to be ascubed 
the piosperity and tianquillity of these possessions and the 
stability of oui powei. 

Mr. Barlow also lendered considerable service m the office 
of Chief Secietary duiing Loid Teignmouth’s government, 
and in the same office from the time of my arrival until the 
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month of October 1801. I received the most useful assist¬ 
ance fiom his ability, disci etion, foititude, mtegnty and m- 
dustiy, duimg a most cutical and difficult state of affairs 

In Octobei, 1801, he was piomoted to a seat in Council in 
consequence of my paiticulai desue, and immediately was 
entiusted with the charge of the government of the Piesi- 
dency With what ciedit he acquitted himself of that charge 
will appeal by my lecoided opinion upon my leturn to Foit 
William, a copy of my minute on that occasion was sent to 
England by the Telegtajph, and anothei by the Swallow, and 
I beg leave to lefei you to that document 

In addition to these public documents Mr Bailow’s ho- 
nouiable attachment, amiable qualities and vntues, and his 
ardent spuit of mtegnty and zeal foi the glory of his country 
m India, and for the lustie of my admmistiation, have bound 
me to him by the strongest ties of affectionate friendship. I 
have never met a man of more puie honoui, oi of moie ele¬ 
vated sentiment, combined with the most unaffected simpli¬ 
city of manners and with the most calm judgment and sound 
piudence 

His ambition is to receive from his Maj'esty a mark of his 
royal approbation, which shall descend to his postenty, his 
foitune is model ate, but lespectable, and the vigoui and 
purity of his mind rise above the desire of emolument If a 
leference to these considerations, stiengthened by what you 
may learn from Loid Cornwallis, should induce you to attend 
to Mi Barlow’s just views, the dignity of a baronet of the 
United Kingdom would at pi esent be acceptable to him To 
this object I think Mi Barlow’s services and station entitle 
him to look with confidence, and you will confei a paiticular 
favoui on me by giving your eaily attention to it 

I must add, in justice to Mr Bailow, that any honour con¬ 
ferred on him will opeiate as a powerful encouragement to 
mtegnty, diligence, and public spmt in this seivice, he af- 
foids a blight example of the success of these qualities m 
defiance of interest, mtugue, and low subsei viency, and it 
would leflect great ciedit on the Ciown to distinguish a man 
of so admirable a chaiactei. My opinion of Mr Bailow is 
such, that I know no peison to whom the charge of this 
government (at least for some time) eould be entrusted at my 
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depaituie with equal piospect of advantage to* the public 
sei vice 

In such an event, I imagine that it would have been deemed 
advisable to have confened some heieditaiy dignity upon 
him, but he would lathei leceive such an honoui as a testi¬ 
mony of his Majesty’s notice of his long and appio\ed public 
sei vices, and of his exemplai y cliai actei m the adnnnistiation 
of this empne. 

Wellesley 


No XXVIII. 

TV TFilbeifoi ce, Et>q to the Mai quest, TVdledty 
My DEAR Lord, London, April Gtli, 1803 

In addiessing youi Loidslnp, so many diffeient matteis 
rush mto my mind, that if I weie to attempt to express them 
I should encroach fai too much on the time of the Govemoi- 
Geneial You will heai fiom otheis that we aie not going 
on satisfactonly, but we live in times m which, as I think, 
(and I hope when you letuin to England you will concui with 
me and act in the pei suasion) measuies out of the common 
load should be taken m oidei to excite that public spirit 
which is so apt to languish If we weie all in earnest, laying 
aside all false delicacy, and zealously coidial in oui disposition 
to adopt and mspne such principles as the state of oui affans 
lequnes, humanly speaking, we might bid defiance to the 
power of Fiance, and lest I should be misundeistood when 
I say humanly speaking, let me add, that I who believe in a 
Providence which ordains and duects all human events should 
legald these lequisite dispositions as at once the omen of a 
happy issue and the instrument of producing it 

With eveiy wish for your Loidslnp’s pubhc usefulness and 
private happiness heie and heieaftei, 

I lemam evei, 

my dear Lord, 

your Lordship’s faithful servant, 

W. WlLBERFORCE 
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No XXIX 

The Right Howmnble N Panuttmt to the Mai guess Willedey 
(E\tiact) 

My Lord, Treasury, April 25, 1804 

I am happy to have an oppoitunity of congi atulating your 
Loidslnp on the splendid tiiumphs of the Butish councils 
and the Butish aims in India, of which we have lately le- 
ceived accounts, and paiticulaily to day by the Belle 
I have the honoui to be, 
youi Loidslnp’s faithful humble seivant, 

N Vansittart 


No XXX 

The Em l of Dartmouth to the Mai guess Wellesley 

My DEAR Lord Berkeley Squaie, June 21,1804 

I have desned Mi Geiald Wellesley to mfoim you that 
I took the eailiest oppoitunity the King’s illness would allow 
me of piesenting to his Majesty the Calcutta Gazettes, in 
obedience to youi commands Allow me to take this oppoi¬ 
tunity of returning you my best thanks foi the histoiy of the 
Mahiatta wai, the tiansactions of which would have been 
alone sufficient to give the stamp of immoitahty to the most 
bulliant and successful admimstiation of government which 
the pages of histoiy have evei recoided, and I am peisuaded 
you will give me ciedit when I assuie you that this is the 
language of tiuth and smcenty, and not of adulation We 
aie at piesent engaged in a political contest which has 
bi ought almost all oui Geneials to powei who have voices m 
Pailiament, and has supeiseded all thoughts of invasion, and 
of eveiy public concern except that of what paity shall 
govern The tual of stiength m the House of Loids is ex¬ 
pected to take place on Monday upon the second leading of 
Mi Pitt’s Defence Bill A mimstei of less lesolution would 
sbunk from the opposition he meets with at starting I think 
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Mi Pitt, in spite of all obstacles (including the decided oppo¬ 
sition of the Heir Apparent) will finally tnumph 
Believe me, my deai Loid, 

with the highest regaid and eveiy good wish, 
most smcerely and truly, 

youi Excellency’s seivant, 

Dartmouth 


No. XXXI. 

Si? John Neuport to the Marquess IPellesley 
(Extract ) 

My dear Lord, London, July 1, 1804 

Many yeais have elapsed since we have met, still moic 
since we have conesponded, yet believe me no man has moie 
waimly paiticipated in youi tnumphs oi done moie ample 
homage to the ability which effected them I have often 
gloned m the exeitions of the fiiend of my eaily youth in 
defence ofoui common countiy 

And believe me evei, My deai Loid, 

with the tiuest sentiments of esteem 
and regard, yours, 

John Newport 


No. XXXII. 

The Goternot-Gene?al in Council to the Honowable the Secret Committee 
of the Honowable the Court of Duectois 

Honourable Sirs, Foit William, July 31,1804 

1. On the 15th instant, the Gov ernoi -Genei al m Council had 
the honoui to leceive by a despatch overland, the instructions 
of your honourable Committee undei date the 6th of March, 
1804,* and on the 04th instant the duplicate of those instruc¬ 
tions was received by his Majesty’s sloop of war the Sea 
Flower , 

0. It is the intention of the Governoi-Geneial in Council 
to transmit a detailed reply to youi honoui able Committee’s 
instructions by an eaily oppoitumty. Since the date of youi 


See Vol IV p 227 
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lionouiable Committee's matiuctions of the Gth of March, 
1804, you must have lcceived the despatches horn this go¬ 
vernment, communicating the teimmation of hostilities, the 
teims of pacification concluded with the confcdei ated Mah- 
latta chieftains, the tienty of paitition between the allies and 
the defensive and subsidiary tieaty concluded with Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiali The lcceipt of those despatches will piobably 
have induced youi honouiable Connmttee to considei youi 
uistiuctious of the Ctli of Maich, 1804', to be inapplicable to 
the actual situation of affans m India, and the Goveinoi- 
Gcncial in Council accoidmgly expects that oideis of a dif¬ 
ferent tendency may m consequence have been despatched 
3. The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council therefoie has not 
considei cd the immediate despatch of a detailed reply to youi 
lionouiable Committee’s instructions of the 6th of Maich to 
be an object of sufficient uigency to requne the detention of 
the extia ship Hojje , oi of the packet overland foi the 
special purpose of conveying that i eply 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow. 

G Udny 


No XXXIII. 

Fiom Lord William Bentinck, when Governor of Madias, to the Marquess 

Wellesley 

(Private and Confidential) 

Ml Lord, Foit St George, October, 25, 1804 

Majoi-Geneial Dowdeswell informed me some time ago 
that your Loidship had expiessed a wish to see the opinion 
which I had wntten to Lord Castlereagh upon the subject of 
the college The view which I had takep of the question 
was so very confined in all respects, so unwoithy of being 
read by youi Loidship, that I had deteimined not to send it. 
General Dowdeswell having recently repeated the same le- 
quest, I have now the honoui of foi warding a copy of that 
paper foi youi Lordship’s peiusal The only cucumstance 
which gives me confidence upon the occasion arises m the 
result of my opinion, being confoimable to those sentiments 
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which I am ashamed to see have been so ably and eloquently 
descubed with so little cftect 

I have the honoui to be, 

with the gieatest lespect, 
my Loid, 

youi Loidship’s most obedient seivant, 
W Bentiisck 


No XXXIV. 

The Mai guess Wellesley to the Right Honoui able Loid Hobait 
My Lord, Foit William, Dec 30, 1P04 

I have the honoui to acknowledge the leceipt of youi 
Loidship’s lettei, and to letuin youi Loidship my smceie 
acknowledgements foi the highly satisfactoiy tenns in which 
youi Loidslnp has been pleased to expiess youi appioba- 
tion of the military operations which it became my duty to 
diiect against the confedeiate Mahiatta chieftains It is 
exti emely giateful to my mind to leceive the notification of 
youi Loidship’s entne concunence m the sentiments which 
I had submitted to youi Loidship lespectmg the honoui able 
and glonous conduct of the tioops under the respective pei- 
sonal commands of Geneial Lake, and of the honoui able 
Majoi-G-eneial Wellesley, and I assuie youi Loidslnp that 
the expiession of youi appiobation on this occasion foims a 
most acceptable addition to the satisfaction which I have de¬ 
rived from the honour confened upon me by the House of 
Loids 

I have the honoui to be, &c 

Wellesley 


No XXXV 

The Mai guess PFellesley to Colonel Hahbtii ton 
(Most Seciet ) 

SlR, Fort William, Jon 24, 1805 

1 With a view to prevent any unnecessary delay in the 
execution of the oideis which I have issued foi the dis¬ 
tribution of the troops now serving m the Deccan, I deem it 
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to be piopei to tiansmit to you undei my own hand the fol¬ 
lowing oideis foi the legulation of your conduct. 

2 In oidei to appnze you of the geneial scope of my 
news on the piesent occasion, I have annexed to this des¬ 
patch an extiact fiom the mstiuctions which I have this day 
issued to Majoi-Geneial the honouiable Aithui Wellesley, 
togethei with a copy of my lettei of this date to the light 
honouiable Loid William Bentinck You will considei these 
documents, as well as this despatch, to be of the most seciet 
natuie 

3 On the receipt of these mstiuctions, you will proceed 
as soon as may be piacticable, to collect the tioops under 
youi geneial command with the exception of such detach¬ 
ments as in youi judgment may be essentially necessaiy to the 
secunty of the foits conquered fiom Holkai m tlie Deccan, 
caie must be taken liowevei, that those detachments shall not 
be exposed to risk eithei fiom an enemy, oi foi want of pio- 
visions aftei the letuin to the southwaid of the main body of 
the tioops undei youi command 

4* As soon as the tioops undei youi general command 
shall be collected, you will maich towards the Godaveiy 
river, and will occupy a position on its noith oi left bank, 
somewheie about Pipulgaon, so as to covei both the teinto- 
nes of the Peishwa, and of the Soubahdai of the Deccan. 
Pipulgaon is situated about thuty-five miles south-west of 
Jaluapooi, and about foity miles fiom Anangabad, and is 
opposite to a place on the Godaveiy, maiked Racaisbon m 
Kennel's map This appeals to me to be an eligible situa¬ 
tion, but you will deteimine the exact position which it may 
be most advantageous to occupy on the Godaveiy river, with 
reference to the tenoi of my mstiuctions to Majoi-Geneial 
Wellesley, and to the impoitant objects of keeping the corps 
under youi command m health, and well supplied with pio- 
visions. 

5 You will halt in the position which undei these ordeis 
you may occupy in the left bank of the Godaveiy uver, until 
you receive mstiuctions fiom Majoi-Geneial Wellesley for 
the final distribution of the tioops under youi command, but 
you will lose no tune m making the necessary anangements 
for cariymg such instructions from Major-Geneial Wellesley 
into execution as soon as they may reach you. All your ai- 

vol. v 2 F 
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langements should he legulated with a view, Fust, To the 
ultimate separation of the tioops undei youi geneial com¬ 
mand, Second, To the 1 eduction of all extia chaiges and 
establishments, and Thud, To the letuin to then lespectne 
establishments of all coips which may he suiplus to the fixed 
establishments of the subsidiary foices seiving with the 
Peishwa, and with the Soubahdar of the Deccan. 

6 You will he pleased to lepoit to Captain Annstiong, my 
Militaiy Secietaiy, the measuies which you may adopt foi the 
execution of these oideis, and you will tiansmit foi my mfoi- 
mation a return of all the tioops undei youi geneial command, 
together with then actual stations, and the piobable penod 
of time at which they may be expected to leach the position 
which you aie dnected to occupy on the Godaveiy nvci 

7 Copies of these instiuctions have been tiansnuttcd to 
Major-Geneial the honouiable Aithui Wellesley, to the Go- 
veinoi 5 ! of Foit St Geoige and Bombay, to Colonel Close, 
and to the Residents at Hydeiabad, Poonah, Nagpoic, and 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiali, any letteis which you may find it 
necessaiy to addiess to the Goveinois of Foit St Geoige 
and Bombay on the occasion of these instiuctions, should be 
submitted to those authonties m their separate capacities, 
and not to the Goveinois in Council. 

I am, &c 

Welleslly 


No XXXVI 

The Maiquess fVdle&ley to Lieut -Colonel Muni o 
Sir, Foit William, Aug 20, 1805 

I have the honoui to leturn you my smceie acknowledge¬ 
ments foi your obliging lettei of the leceivjed 

yesteiday The statement which you have communicated 
to me of the actual condition of the ceded distucts undei 
youi management is highly satisfactoiy to me, and veiy 
honouiable to youi chaiactei and services It has affoided 
me smceie pleasuie to witness the undiminislied display on 
youi pait of those qualifications which attiacted my pai- 
ticular attention at an eaily penod of ihy administration, 
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and I anticipate the most beneficial consequences to the m- 
teiests of the lionouiable Company fiom the continued exer¬ 
tion of those piinciples of zeal, diligence, and activity which 
have distinguished eveiy hianch ot youi conduct which has 
come to my knowledge 

Returning you many thanks foi the kind terms in which 
you have expiessed youi peisonal sentiments towaids me, 

I have the lionoui to be, 
with gi eat 1 espect, Sir, 
youi faithful seivant, 

Wellesley. 


No. XXXVII 

Mr (aj towards Sii) Robe)t Fuiquhar to the Maiquess Wellesley 

My Lord, Calcutta, Jau. 27, 1806 

I should soonei have done myself the honour of addiessmg 
youi Loidship, but I have had no oppoitumty of wilting to 
England since youi Loidship’s depaituie fiom India For I 
should consulei myself cnminally inattentive to my duty, as 
well as unwoitliy of the continuance of youi Lordship’s con¬ 
descending kindness and regaid, if I omitted to make tual 
of every possible chance to testify the lespectful and in¬ 
violable attachment by which I am bound to your Loidship, 
and the deep sense of gratitude with which I am impressed 
for a mighty debt of obligation that I owe to youi Lordship 
foi the most substantial benefits and favouis, and foi a maiked 
kindness in the mannei of confeinng them, which enhanced 
m a peculiai degiee the value of them 

Few theie aie, my Loid, who with such little ment, and 
without even a shadow of claim on youi Lordship’s favoui, 
have been foitunate enough to obtain the high honoui of 
holding a place m your Lordship’s estimation That pioud 
distinction, however, if I know anything of my own lieai t, I 
justly feel and appreciate, and although theie may be many 
to whom your Loidship’s pationage lias extended, of abilities 
and claims supcnor to mine, none, I am convinced possess 
greater zeal foi the public interests, more venei ation foi youi 
Loidship's person, oi moie lively emotions of giatitude, foi 
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having had the happiness of deseivmg you Loidship’s appio- 
hation and good opinion. 

It would he supeifluous m me to entei into the details of 
the piesent politics of India. Youi Loidship will, no doubt, 
leceive all the paiticulars so much moie accuiately fiom Sn 
Geoige Bailow, that any attempt of the kind would he an 
unpaidonable. intrusion from one so lll-infoimed on these 
matteis as myself I cannot howevei, lefiain fiom submit¬ 
ting to youi Loidship, asfai as I am able, the leading featuies 
of oui late treaty of peace with Holkai, which is at present 
the subject that principally engages the public mind 

Holkai gives up all claim to any possessions in Hmdostan, 
and theieby pi onuses not to annoy oui albes, the Raugepoot 
states He also cedes to the Company foi evei Rampooia, 
Taunk and Kutch in Bundlecund We on the otliei hand, 
give up all the countnes that he had foimeily possessed 
himself of in the vicinity of Ahmednuggai in the Deccan, 
with the exception of the Forts of Chandoie and Talna, and 
the distucts of Ambei and Sougong These we are to leseive 
as a pledge of his good behaviom, but we have pioimsed to 
restoie them to him after the expnation of eighteen months, 
piovided he obseives the conditions of peace and amity, as 
stated m the treaty By the most reflecting pait of the 
society here, it is considered that the tieaty of peace con¬ 
cluded with Holkar, 01 lathei the tieating with him at all, 
will so effectually shake the confidence of the native states m 
oui good faith, and so dimmish then lespect foi oui power in 
India, that it will only tend to prepaie a shaipei mstiument 
ofwaifaie, leady to be turned against us, the moment that 
the opportunity shall appeal favouiable, with an alacrity and 
confidence ledoubled by our apparent motives of timidity * 
This is the genei al opinion , the universal opinion is, that it 
is a peace which youi Loidship would nevei have con¬ 
descended to mpke 

With sentiments of the most profound lespect and invio¬ 
lable attachment, and with the heartfelt wish eveiy earthly 
blessing may attend youi Lordship, I have the honoui to 


* The Pindarne wax of IS 16-17* was the result of this treaty with 
Holkar, and the attempted pacific system —[Ed ^ 
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subscnbe myself, and mil endeavour at all times, and m all 
places to deseive the title of, 

My Loid, 

youi Loidship’s most faithful obliged 
and devoted humble seivant, 

R T Farquhar. 


No XXXVIII. 

Minute by the Mai guess Wellesley, as Captam-Genei al in India 

A geneial couit maitial should always bear the chaiactei 
of a solemn and necessary proceeding, not only justified, but 
lequired by the giavity and exigency of the case. I shall 
heieafter deem it to be my duty to ammadveit m the most 
seveie manner upon the conduct of any piosecutoi who shall 
attempt to put an officei or pnvate soldiei to the necessity of 
appearing as a criminal to answei charges of a hght 01 fhvo- 
lous nature, 01 unsuppoited by sufficient evidence 

"Wellesley 


No. XXXIX 

The Right Honoui able W Pitt to the Marquess Wellesley 

My dear Wellesley, Putney Hill, Sunday, Jan 12,1806 
On my anival here last night, I received with mexpiessible 
pleasure your most fiiendly and affectionate letter 

If I was not stiongly advised to keep out of London till I 
have legamed a little moie strength, I would have come up 
imme'dutely, for the purpose of seemg you at the first pos¬ 
sible moment. 

As it is, I am afraid I must trust to youi goodness to give 
me the satisfaction of seeing you here the fiist horn you can 
spare for that purpose If you can without inconvenience, 
make it about the middle of the day, (in Enghsh stile, between 
two and four) it would suit me lathei bettei than any other 
time, but none can be inconvenient 

I am recoveung rathei slowly from a series of stomach 
complaints followed by severe attacks of gout, but I believe 
I am now m the way of amendment. 

Ever most truly and affectionately youis, 

W. Pitt. 
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No. XL. 

ST HELENA ADDRESS. 

To the most Noble the Marquess Wellesley, K P , <$c 
My Lord, 

Situated as we aie, mtemediately between the Bntisli 
empties in Europe and in Asia, pioud of the magnanimity of 
the paient state, and exulting m the triumphs of justice, 
wisdom and decision, supported by valoui and heroism, m 
Hindostan, we congiatulate youi Loidsbip and oui countiy 
upon the splendid and solid success of your Loidship’s mea¬ 
sures, which, with national aggiandizement, have accom¬ 
plished peace and secunty m India, and by baffling the 
schemes of Fiance m that countiy, and extinguishing the 
aident hopes of hei piesent ruler, have conti lbuted to attain 
the same desirable objects in Eui ope. 

Under the impression of these sentiments, we beg leave to 
express our high sense of youi Lordship’s tianscendant sei- 
vices to the honourable Company, and to youi King and 
counti y. 

Robert Patton, Governor 
W Lane, Lieut-Governoi, lMembeis 
W W. Doveton, j- of 

James Cocks J Council 

[Heie follow the signatuies of all the lespectable inhabi¬ 
tants of the Island ] 


No. XLI. 

CEYLON ADDRESS 

[ The following letter was addt essed by the Bi ttish Residents tn Ceylon on 
the lif of August,to Petei Spehe, Esq Chairman of the Meeting 
of the Buttsh Inhabitants of Calcutta ] 

Sir, 

Feeling ourselves equally animated with the liveliest sentr- 
ments of admiiation, gratitude and lespect, for the chaiacter 
of the tiuly great and lllustnous statesman, who, by the wis¬ 
dom and vigoui of his councils, aided by the unpai alibied 
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and triumphant opeiations of oui amues, conducted to vic- 
toiv and lcnown by valoious and experienced officeis, has, 
within a few months, compassed events not less lemaikable 
foi then magnitude than foi then being recipiocally condu¬ 
cive to the lionoiu and mteiests of oui own gieat nation, to 
the good of oui allies, and lastly, to the geneialhappiness 
of the whole of the inhabitants of Butish India, we cannot 
but be equally ambitious upon this memoiable occasion of 
seeing oui names added to the addiess of the Butish inhabi¬ 
tants of Calcutta, to congiatulate his Excellency on the happy, 
splendid, and inestimable results of his ai duous and unwea- 
ned exei lions to enciease the glory and piospenty of our 
beloved countiy And, therefoie, take the liberty to request 
of you, Sn, to have the goodness to solicit the most noble 
the Maiquess Wellesley’s sanction to oui being so highly 
giatified and lionouied We beg lea\e to subscribe oui- 
selves with gieat lespect, Su, 

youi most obedient humble seivants. 

[Heie follow the signatuies ] 

Ceylon, August 1st, 1804 


No XLII 

BENARES NATIVE ADDRESS 

To his Excellency the most Noble Richard Mat quest Wellesley, K P, Go¬ 
vernor-General and Captain-General of the Forces of his Majesty and the 
Honourable Company m the East Indies 

Mr Lord, 

In compliance with the lequest of the puncipal natives m 
Benaies, I do myself the honoui to tiansmit to youi Excel¬ 
lency an addiess, which the inhabitants of distinction and 
opulence m this city have deemed it incumbent humbly to 
proffer to your Excellency in token of the geneial sense of 
the benefits enjoyed by them and the body of the people 
undei the British administration, and m giatitude to youi 
Excellency for then signal piotection and security duimg the 
late contest with the Maliratta poweis 

In the brilliant teimination of this war I will venture to 
assure your Excellency the inhabitants of this city aie im¬ 
pressed with sentiments (nearly) as lively as Butish subjects, 
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and then congiatulations to youi Excellency aie equally le- 
spectful, cordial, sincere, and unanimous. 

With sentiments of piofound respect, 

I have the honoui to be, my Lord, 
youi Excellency’s most obedient and 

very faithful humble seivant, 
Thomas Brooke 

Bcnajes, April 28th, 1804 


Translation of a congratulatory Address from the Native Inhabitants of the 
City of Benares to his Evtellency the most Noble Richard Marquess Wel¬ 
lesley, K P, Governor-General and Captain-Gener al of all his Britannic 
Majesty's and the Honourable East India Company's For ces in India 

May it please your most Noble Excellency 

To all mankind, both high and low, it is most cleaily mani¬ 
fest that, when in a senes of ages the affans of the woild have 
fallen into disoider, and the relentless wheel of foitune re¬ 
volved propitious to its oppressois, the yust God, whose 
equal exists not, vouchsafes of his infinite meicy and good¬ 
ness towaids his cieatures to laise the lesplendent standaid 
of some mighty rulei, who with the balmy ointment of justice 
heals the wounds inflicted on the minds of the oppiessed, 
and by the sweets of a mild administration, lemoves from 
then palates the bittei taste of misfoitune. 

The tiutli of this obseivation is fully evinced by the me- 
moiable events of the present yeai 1804 of the Chnstian eia, 
concsponding with the Higiree yeai 1218 For a length of 
time, that part of India called the Deccan had been in a state 
of notonous anarchy and confusion, and the rulei of Poonah, 
Peishwa Punt Purdhaun, chief of the tube of Mauharisht, 
seemg his terntones mined and the hand of violence lighting 
up the flame of destruction all around, wisely turned his face 
towards the British Government, and implored its powerful 
assistance Nor did his Highness sue m vain 

Libei ality, beneficence and generosity, those exalted vn- 
tues which shine so conspicuous in your Lordship’s character, 
soon dictated compliance. In obedience to your Excellency’s 
orders, irresistible as the decrees of fate, the British troops, 
at an immense expense, took the field to redress an injured 
nation, and lestore ordei and tianquilhty to the districted 
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countiy of an lllustnous ally, and soon did the vernal ehow- 
eis. ol kindness and humanity cause the plants of the wishes 
of the inhabitants of that country tobeai fiuit in abundance 
Seveial chieftains liowevei, devoid of foiesight, raised the 
head of defiance, and hi ought numeious armies, like crows 
with cioakmg notes, to oppose the high soaring falcons of 
the field of Mais Fiom their gieat numbers it appealed 
difficult to subdue them, and tlieie seemed eveiy piobabihty 
of many battles, incalculable bloodshed, and extensive de¬ 
vastation But the most high God, the gieat Cieatoi of the 
uimeise, intent on the deliveiance and protection of his 
people, espoused the Butish cause, and a few charges of the 
conqueiing heroes decided the fate of the wai in the most 
glonous and victoiious mannei. The inhabitants of all de¬ 
scriptions now lepose without feai as to then lives 01 pro¬ 
pel ty m the lefieshing shade of Butish benevolence and 
protection, the lately lefiactoiy chieftains finding they had 
no alternative but submission, have sought an asylum m the 
magnanimous geneiosity of your Excellency’s government, 
and the ease and happiness of mankind being your Excel¬ 
lency’s sole object in declaung wai, their conqueied posses¬ 
sions have been lestored to them. Shahjehaunabad, the seat 
of cmpne, which foi many years had been a piey to rapine 
and oppression, is now lecoveung its foimer splendour, and 
the citizens of that metropolis, and the grandees of the state, 
once more enjoying ease and comfort, employ their time m 
prayeis for the eveilasting prosperity of that exalted power 
which confeued these blessings upon them 

The joyful tidings of these great events have infused light 
into oui eyes who were looking foiwaid in expectation of such 
happiness, and gladness into our heaits who hoped for suc¬ 
cess The spring of piospenty, feitilized by the showeis of 
Divine grace, has pioduced the flowers of victory in the 
garden of the wishes of the faithful subjects of the Enghsh 
Government, and the thorns and weeds of its enemies have, 
under the fostering care of the gardeners of youi Excellency’s 
Couit, equal m dignity to the planet Saturn, been cleaied 
away by the sword of valour fiom the pathway of the con¬ 
quering heroes undei its authority, gracious Lord' what a 
refreshing breeze has blown waftmg perfumes to the senses 
of mankind. Praised be God l soul-reviving news is come, 
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that bughtens and illuminates the mmois of our hearts, 
news, that like a poweiful antidote, lemoves fiom the minds 
of the multitudes, now relieved, the deadly poison of then 
sonows 01 that like a balsam, heals the wounded heaits 
both of the rich and of the pool. 

To the gieat Givei of victories we offei up oui feivent 
thanks foi the wisdom of all your Excellency’s counsels, foi 
the justice displayed in the lestoiation of violated lights, and 
for the ordei and tranquillity established thioughout the 
continent of India, and all jom m smceie congratulations to 
your Excellency on the signal success of the Butish aims, 
and in grateful thanks foi the inteiest youi Excellency has 
taken in the welfaie of the human lace. 

As long as the lefulgent bannei of the blushing mom shall 
wave on these gieen plains ovei the head of the king of the 
stars, as long as the glittering swoid of the radiant sun shall 
continue suspended ovei the Tartai-eyed head of this woild, 
so long may the standard of his Excellency the most noble 
the Goveinor-Geneial’s piospenty and happiness cast its be¬ 
nign shadow on the earth* and the luminaiy of grandeui and 
gloiy enhghten the houzon of all his wishes 

Signed by upwards of 3000 persons, comprising 
the whole of the inhabitants of rank, opu¬ 
lence, character and respectability in the city 
of Benares 


No XLIII 
MADRAS ADDRESS 

Aid 1 ) essf om the English Inhabitants of Madras to the most noble Mm qacss 
Wellesley, K P 

My Lord, 

At the close of your administration in India, and aftei the 
period of your embarkation for Europe, We the undeisigned 
Butish Inhabitants of Madras, beg leave to convey to your 
Loidship the most cordial assuiances of the high sense 
with which we aie impressed of your meats and seivices 
We have chosen this season of addressing your Lordship, 
being convinced that the most grateful tribute which can be 
paid to those who have rendeied important services to 
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countiy, is the applause which follows them on then letire- 
mont fiom public station 

Youi Loulblnp has piesided ovei this pait of the Empne 
duimg a long and eventful penod, and having encounteied 
its difficulties with piovident and manly wisdom, you will 
leap the lewaid of youi labouis m the giatitude of youi 
countiy, and will cany with you the highest souice of satis¬ 
faction to a Statesman’s mind, the consciousness of having 
nieiitoiiously earned it 

The lapid succession of gieat and memoi able, events, which 
have charactensed youi Loidship’s admimstiation, has not 
diveitcd youi mind fiom themteiests of science and of hteia- 
tuie We acknowledge with giatitude the unweaned zeal, 
with which it has been the study of youi government, to fix 
on a lasting foundation those punciples of public vntue and 
knowledge, so essential to the dignity and permanency of 
empn es 

In conveying to youi Lordship this pledge of oui lespect 
and attachment, we cannot lefiain fiom expiessiug our ear¬ 
nest hope, that the wisdom and eneigy of youi chaiacter aie 
yet reseivcd foi a distinguished splieie of public action, and 
at this cusis of dangei and difficulty, the satisfaction with 
which we shall see the powers of youi mind called foith to 
aid the councils of the paient State, will be piopoitioned to 
our mteiest in the gloiy and piospenty of oui countiy, and 
to the confidence we repose in your Loidship’s exalted virtues 
and talents, 

[Signed by 342 of the English Inhabitants 
of Madias a,nd its vicinity —Ed ] 
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Vol IV Lord Cnstloreagh upon the Goveinor-Gcneral’s return, &c 28 In¬ 
tention to proceed to Aria in June, 38 Incapable of wilting from repeated 
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Expresses himself in friendly terns, 656 
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